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. . it .m~ant. SoJil&' . 
!»It_nt with Southeast Asia affairs. know It as the . 

•• 1I111de IIp now of. Tong\riog and Ano~ ~ndclaiming Cochi...china; 
Actually. tr.ere is . nothing new about Viet,Nam . This 

. nsme by which we knew our cOuntry long before coloniasti~n .bf~';f·:~ 

. French. 
It was in the sixties of the last century that the FteDIlb arrived.lf 

·.wage on us a war of aggression in the name of ·~on.'· TOIoD!!lCIt: 

~ the Emperor was forced to surrender that part of Viet-Nam whtch 
. ·the French called Cochin-Chiua. In' 1883. Tu.Duc was torced t. 

sign a treaty which recognized the rest of Viet N.m as a F~ch pr~ '- .. 

tOtate. b was then that the name Viet Nam disappeared and the countrt 
was calI<:d Tonking. Annam and Cocbi~hina. It waS part Gf the 'French' 
Jlolicy of "divide and rule." It was successful. for thenceforth Indo.China; 
became known as a union of five countries: Tongking. Annam. Cochin. 
Chi1'l8. Laos and Cambodi 8. 

Yet. despite a constant campaign of sly French maneuvers amt 
~;[\ .. ,;;., , "barbarous r~resssion·over Ii period ot 80 years. our people never ceased 

to strive for revival of our Fatherlaod aod tor its freedom and unity,;, 
. French rule hasseeu an unbroken series of national uprisings. 

During the last World War the French yielde!1'to the Jap'alMse. 
Vie~n8lD opened war agains't both. Our country ranged along the side 
the Allies. for our Spirit was that of the dem_atic nations. 

On August 18. i945. the Japanese having sntrencleaed. our b~,· 
'came' out of the ~ilIs and jungles and moved into Hanoi and imo _.,;\ 

. town from Tonking tG eochin,China. takiag ~ sO¥erei,gapower. ' 
His Majesty Bao.Dai a1ldicalad of his owu acc:ot\:t 

2; 1945. the Govemmeat of Ho Chi Miab was uniuimcMoly _)llliillllill.:C, •• : 
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~unp~ented popular acclaim and the Demoeratic Republic of VietNam 
,solemnly proclaimed. 

Accordingly, on Jal)U~ 'pr 1946, general elections we'e held 
througbout tbe country, _everi 'tbough war had broken out in Nam.bo. The 

·Constituent ASIIombly was subsequently c6avened. - - - '. 
Th,,- French w"e _ forced then to r~cognize Viet-Nam as' a 

-l1ation. They could not do otherwise. Thus. the Conve"tion of M Ircb 6, 
1946. was signed by toe French and 'IIiet Rim, followed on September 14, 
1946, by the Modus Vivendi. Both these instruments have been respected 
by the French only in their violation. 

'On Oecemjer 19; 1946. all·out war lIared in Viet Nam. That war 
is still on and the people of Viet·Nam are as deter:nineJ today as they 
have ever been to fight (or their unity and freed,m. Their firrrnes. is 
unshakable and any attempt by th~ French to set up puppet figures is 

.<loomed beforehand to failure. 

What has made People of Viet-Nom so united ad so 
resolved to resist the Frelld, Ililder leader$hip ~f Ho.Cki 
Minh ? 

What has kePt strongly alive the conviction that 

ultimate victory is their's despite the opposition of a modern. 

motorized French lorce of 200,000 troops? 

In a brief attempt to a:\swer these questions, we pubEs; the his. 
toric documents in this pamphlet, whic~ tell Ui)on what basis the Viet Nam 
Government is formed. They will give some hint 01 the spirit which lies 
behind President Ho Chi Minh's statement; "The Viet.N.@ pe~ple will 
then fight 5, 10 or 20 years, if they hove to, to win their freedom." 

Viet-Nam must be her own master, even though it be wit"in the 
framework of the French Union. She will settle for nothing less than IUs-
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Abdication Statement 

By H.M. Sao Dai 

• 

The Happiness of the Viet Nam Peo"le ! 
The Independence of the Viet N am Nation! 

To achieve these- aims, we declare ourselves ready to Malee alL 
sacrifices, &sirous that such sacrifices will benefit the nation. -

Conscious that the utUon of Our compatriots at this mome\jf~s·an.l1l 

absolute necessity for Our F athertand, W,. had sDlemuly advil!ed('a.>:," 

peOple on August 22: .. At this decisive moment in the natiDn's historyr 

unity is life; and division death," _ 

In view of the mighty oIemocratic forces rele_sel in the north()! 

Our Realm, We were apprehensive at first that conflict between the N:>rth. 

and -- the South would be inevitable if we waited ror the opening of a· 

National Congress tD take a decision, and We were aWare thanhilr.,ohflict, 

if it ever took place, would entail much suffering for Our people besi<!i!IIlI" 
giving a golden opportunity to the invader to despoil Our territory, 

We cannot help ownin{l to a certain melancholy in contemplating: 

the achievements of Our glorious ancestors who had fou ;ht withDut 
respite for 400 years to extend the frontiers of Our Country irom Thuan.· 
hoa to Ha.tien, 

We cannot help feeling a certain regret in looking hck on OUf 

20 year.old reign, during which We had been in an impossible position to· 

render any appreciable service to Our Country, 

In Spite of that, We decide to abdicate Our throne and hand over 
sovereigu. power to the Democratic Republican Government of Viet Nam._ 

In doing so, We have only three wishes to express: 

1) We requ,st the New Government to take care of the 

dinastic temples and royal tombs; 
• 
2) We request the New Government to treat fraternaly 



'not foUf)wedd! "''''7''l~~lI!lllJr. 
RiVelhem the opportuaity tci1~ 

.,: •... d.· .• ·.:I~~~.1~~~i~~;;J:~·01 the cOuntry and tf) show tlnlt the new regime' 

fbu.ndeil on the absolute unif)nof the whole population; 

3) We invite all parties and groups, aU classes of the 

': '.$ocleiy 8Sweli as the Royal Family to strengthen and 5UPPI.'r! 

' .. unreservedly the Democratic Governmentol Viet Ni.';' in~rder t~' 
.. - .'.-" . 

. . J,l. ,eoD8olidate 9W' national i ~dependence. . ..' 
.. ~ ',; A8ior Us. during 20 years 01 Our rule, We hav~1I\!0w~ ~o much 
.' . - .. ' ' .. ,. -.. - . ". 
J"new_. Henceforth .. We are happy to aSSume t.he status'of free GitisenS 

: ... ;.11 hldepende"t country. We will not permit anybody. to .abu~ alit 
',:Iff .;«that of the Royal Family to sow discord among our co~patriotS. 
·-cr "- • . • . -.' ' • 

• :. lAng live the llldepende1lce of \'iet N am ! 

., 
¥, 

lAng lit .. our. Detnocfatic RePublic! .' 

At Hue, August 26th, 1945 

Signed: BAO·DAI 

(Soon afu:r His Majesty's abdication, Mr. NGUYEN VII\'H·THUY 

\!M:ame S~preme Councillor of the Viet.Nam Dei1locratic RepublicJ 

• 
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.' We holdthese truths that all men are created equal, tMI. 

·'tnduwed by their Creator with certain unalimable Rights, amlllJl!~lIlil!il, 
., Life"Liberty and the pursuit of HaPPiness.' 

THs i:nmortal statement is. extracted from the !)e,clalfat:iO,lI/' 
Independence.of the United States of'America in 1776. 
the broader sense, this means : "All peoples on the 'earth are born 
everY pers~n has the right to live, to be happy 'and free," 

The Declaration of Human and Civic Rights proclaimed 
. French Revolution in 1791 likewise propounds: "Ever:,' "'an is.' 
equal and enjoys Jree a"d equal rights." 

These are undeniable truths. 

Yet, during and throughout the last eighty ye~rs, the 
imperialists, atusiug the princitJles of "freedom, equality and ·ftfilte.~ 
bave violated' the integrity of our ancestral land and 
countrymen. Their deeds run counter to the ideals of 
justice, ' -]n the political field, they have denied us every fteedom. 
h.v~ enforced npon uS inhuman laws. They set up threedifferent 

. caJ regimes in Northern, Central and Southern' Vietnam in an at!:eniili 
disrupt our national, historicaf and ethnicafunity . 
• They have built more prisons than schools. They 

ilItreated our fellow,compatriots. They have drowned our fe.,olid!,,'" 

They have sought to stifle public opinion and 

.';f o~antism on the largest scale; they have forced upOn LIS a190hj)Ft~7, ;z. 
opium j'n order to weaken our race. 

III the ecOllOmiC 6eJd, they have shameltaslr e.JJ~f\i!I.\i 



pdvil.ei 
iiijtjl~"''''and nl()nopelisedaU OUT external commerce. 

iaIposed hunclrecls of unjustifiable taxes, andreducied out 
i iG~~~Iiit'.l*iallly the peasants and petty tradesmen, to extreme poverty •. '. 

I'rey.,nt~d the devei!>pn'lent 01 native capital enterprises; 
. ~ explGited our workers in the most b""barous manner. 

" - - -

--In t~e'autnll!n Gf 1940, when the Japan~ )l!l!Cists, in order to 
~tC~';-~_tiieA1li~-invaded Indochina. and set up n .. w"bases Gf war, the 

1.,lr~.'~w,w~J~;.~i'~!.~ imperialists· surrendered Gn beJtdOO knees and handed Gver Gur 

I:t~~ ~;:W.i~d~~t~z ,~~~~~ to.,the ~v~. . " 
l't'£;li .," .. Subsequently, under the jGint French and Japanese YGke,DUr 

t'·,i ..••.... ' ...•...•... : ..... :.>\ 
,,:-; 

,z;.:; ., 
. '< 

.- -;'''~-'l;3~1ewere literally bled white. The consequences were dire in the 
:!":~;--:"?!:'~~ From Quang-tri up tD the Nortb, two millions.· 1'1 our cou·ntry. 

~~~r~k'A~ died froiustarvation during the first months of this,year. 
:>', .,~" ': -~,t--\·"~ ~.-. :'",,';: ,:;:.:y,"::". On March 9, 1945, the Japanese disamed the French troops. 
,~nJ;; - '", . ,,' ,: ._. ,- _"j • 

":.;:;-:':-_ '~:Ag8inth!l French either Bed or surrendered unconditionally. Thus, in no 
~i~~: --<~':-">f~':';t"'have they proved capable of "protecting" us; on the contrary, with . 

. :: - ,,~~;-iit five years, tbey have twice sold our country to the Japa]'ese . 

/ 

. ' Before Marcb 9, many a time, did the Viet.Minh League invite the 

F-.ellch to join in to fight against the lapanese. lns:ead of acceJting' 
'·;._;;js offer, the Frencb; on tbe contrary, let loose a wild reign of ter' 

" i.' ,<t. with rigour. worse tban ever before against Viet.Minh's partisans. 
. - " _ -1.;;::,"_ 
.. -.~;'~1J:iey even slaughtered a great number of our "condamnes politiques" 

. : ~ at Yen-bay and Cao.bang. 
Despite all that, our countrymen went on maintaining vis a vis the 

French a humane and even indulgent attitude. After the events of March 
llih, tce Viet-Minh League belped many Frenchmen to croSS the borders, 

: rescUed others from Japanese prisons, and in general, protected the liveji 
~Q properties 01 all the French in their territory. 

In fact, since tbe autumn of 1940, our country ceased to be a 
Ftench colony and became a Ja)anese possession. 

'-. After the Japanese surrender, our people, as a whole, rose up and' 
.Jitllclaimed their· s?vereignly and founded the Democratic' Republic of 

.. ' . Yf6fltlim. 
The truth is that we bave wrung Lack our independence from 

• 



which presg~d 
".i*~"i",,<neatIY one hundred ye1rs, alld finally inade otlr Vietnam an 

Our people at the same time overthrew tbe mdnarchiinU 
4IStablished tens of centuries ago, and founded the Republic •. 

For these reasons, we the members of the Provisional Gcovenilllelilf··.:.' 
representing the entire people of Vietnam, declare that we shall from now' 
on have no more conneclions with imperialist France; we consider null~rid::' 
void all the treaties France had signed concemin!! Vietnam, and we ~~,. 
cancel all the privileges that the French arrogated to themselves on QQt' 
territory. 

The Vietnam people, animated by the same common resolve, are­
deter;rined to fight to the death against all attempts at aggression by the~ 
French imperialists. 

We are convinced that the Allies who have recognised the princi.,· 
pIes of equ '.lity of peoples at the Conferenc~ of Teheran and San. 
Francisco cannot but recognise the Independence of Vietnam. 

A people which has so stubbornly opposed the French dominanoD. 
for more than 8) years, a people which, during these last years so dogged. 
ly ranged itself aod fought on the Allied side against Fascism, such. ,{~ 
people has the right to be free, such a people must be independent. 

For these relsons, we, the members of the Provisional Government 
of the Democratic Republk of Vietnam, solemnly declare to tbe world! 

'1 "Vietnam has the right to be free and independent and, in fact, 'hik" 
becorr.e free and independent. The people of Vietnam decide to . mobili~ ,.,,,,,~:~.:j 
ell their s;>iritual and material forces and to sacrifice their lives and pro. .. 
p~rtilS in order to safeguard their right of Liberty and Independence," 

Hanoi, September 2nd, 1945; 
<, 

Signed: Ho Chi.Minh. President; Tran Huy.[..i~, . 
Vo Nguyen.CiaP, Chu Van.Tan. Daong Due Hien,. .' 
Nguyen, Vall·To, Nguyen Manh·Ha, Cu]/uy Can. 
Pha", Ngoc.ThMh lvguyen Van.Xuan, VuTrlmg' 
Khan" Pha", Van.Dong, Dao TronE·Kim, 'VIi" 
Dinh.J-ioe LeYan·H'", •• 



pre"si'd~'hi·HoC hiM in h' a 
''-':'-';,. - _ - ' - -, >i 

~ddrt:lsB1oThe 2nd Session 
Of .The National Assembly 
Octobel' 25, 1946 

( Trallslated from the Vietnam) 

"For more than ten days all the members of the N ni ')~"I 

Assembly have heen working hard, and today the National Assem:ly has 

, successfully completed its task-an achievement which will be recorded in 

the mtion's history and handed down to future generations: it has 

provided the nation with a Constitution. 

"Thanks to the Members of Parliament, we are found to acce)t 

today our first Constitution and especially within such a short space of 

time since our Revolution. 

"This is not merely the first Constitution in Vietnam. It is the 

first in the whole of Asia, We feel no s,lf-complacency about our achieve. 

ment because our Constitution is not yet perfect, but it meets the present 

situation. 

"What does our Constitution say to the world? It says that 

Vietnam is a democ('atic, independent Republic. It says our people are 

enj~ying liberty and equality. It says all our people are equal before the 

law, irresp~ctive of rank, class, sex or national minority. It proclaims that 

Vietnam respects the rights 01 property and the freedom of religion. T:,e 

Constitution of Vietnam symbolises the unity of its people in their struggle 
for righteousness and justice . 

. , NowJ solemnly adjure you to strive for: 

The People's well-being: clothing and food for all our 
people; 

The People's rights: all the democratic freedoms for all 
our people; 



The People's riation'i~nc:eilndunity. 
We do not wish anything more. But We are, ,<!",t~~t~ 

not to give way." 
E:d,zling the National Assembly for having defined the 

tdxnIr. President Ho Chi Minh said: 

"Thanks to your definition of Rights of L1bour, both intellectual' 

IPd manual labourers willlrom now OG be in a position to work for the' 
$' , . -

, iood of tl.e nation . 

.. Our country needs to be built up. To be built up we must work; 

, .. work we need workers. That is why Our workers need favourabld-' 

<lDnditions for working. Good conditions create good workers." 

Then President Ho Chi Minh continued: 

.. I wish all the merrbers of Parliament will bring back to their', 

iit.specti<e people the spirit of determination which permeates this National. ' 

,(issembTy, and I earnestly invite you: 

To appeal to the people to maintain solidarity so as' to 

'strengthen still further our people's coalition; 

famine; 

To urge the people to carry out the 'New Life' principles; 

To encourage them to increase production and combat 

To fi5ht against illiteracy; 

To prohiSi! gambling, robbery and bribery; 

To criticise the government's imperfections~ and to maJfe; 

concrete proposa:s for the welfare of the people, 

"You will tell the people that we are going to face more~,' 
culties, but when the people, the Nltional Ass,mbly, and the gover~ 
are united, we are certain to reach our goal, NAT10NAL uNrIi~; 
INDEPENDENCE, STRENGTH, and PROSPERITY." 

f/JI!' ,.-r 
.; _,t;·,;';'·, ;,y,.:; 
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Y/£TIYAI'f . 
Ne;ghbo .. ,"9 brihlri .. 
VIETI1Ai'1 bound"",, . ' of 

The territory of Vietnam compsoed of Bacbo or Nortl:ern Vietnam, 
Trungbo or Central Vietnam, and Nambo or .Southern Vietnam is one 
and indivisible ( Constitution. Arl. 2 ) 

.. 
-
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Constitution 
of the 

Democratic Republic of Vietnam 

AdoPted by the Nalional AJsemi>ly 
through a vote of UO to e at its 
meeting on N ovewber 8. 19~. 

in Hanoi. caPiUd of the Democrasic 
Republic of V ktnam. and Proclaimed 

em November 9. I 9~6. 



~-

Constitution 

of the 

Vietnam Democratic Republic 

PREAMBLE 

The August Revolution regained the indePendence of our FaJher~ 

the libertY of our PeoPle and founded the Democratic RePublic. 

After 80 years of struggle, the Vietnam people threw off the colonial 
yoke and, aJ the same time, abolished the internal feudal regime. 

The nation entered uPon a new stage in its history • 

• From now on our People face the tasks of Preserving the integrity 010lIl" ' .' 
territary, achieving full indePendence and building up the country on demotratie 
foundations ! 

• 
Being entrusted by the nation with the task of drafting the first 1.A1I""" 

tution of the DemocraJic RePublic of Vietnam, the National Assembly is dM,!tW·· 

conscious that the Constitution, to embody the glorious achievements 
Revolution, should be based on the following Principles: 

The union of all the PeoPle without distinction of race, clan, 
creed, wealth or sex ; 

The guaranteeing of democratic liberties; 

The establishment Of a true people's government. 

PermeaJed by the spirit of unity symbolized in the struggle of the ,en#re 
nation and manifested in an enlarged and enlightened democratic re~. 
Vietnam' now goes forward confidently in consonnance with the Progre.ssiW 
I,1II1IICmeIIIs oj the world and the Peaceful aspirations of mankind. 

\ -1' 

• 
-i:~'-\'i:,t .. 
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C-'.pt ... I 
GE/o.·ERAL PROVISIONS 

<~ICLE 1. Vietnam is a Democratic Republic. ; '- - / 

. All power in the country belongs to the people of Vietnam without 
. ·<listinction of race. class. creed. wealth or sex. 

ARTICLE 2. The territory of Vietnam composed of 8ac.Bo or 
Northem Vietnam. Trung.Bo or Centrnl'Vietnam. and Nam·Bo or Southern 
Vietnam. is one and indivisible. 

ARTICLE 3. The nali onal flag of Vietnam is red <entered with a five, 
poin:ed golden star. 

The nB'ional anthem of Vietnam is the" Tien.Quan Ca.': 
.The Capital of V,ewam is Hanoi. 

Chapter II 

THE DUTIES AND RIGhTS OF THE C1Tl.ZENS 

A. DUTIES: 

~TICLE 4. It is the dUly of every citizen: 
- to defend the c~untry ; 
- to abide by the Constitution; 
- to observe the .Jaws. 

• 

~Tlq.E 5. All Vietnamese citizens are liable for military service. 

B. RIGHTS. 

ART!fLE 6. All Vietnamese ci:izens enjoy equJI rights in the economic; 
~'\" poly>b.1 and cultural fields. . 
..... ARTICLE 7. All Vietnamese citizens are equal before the law and enjoy 
. . ...... 1 opportunity to participate in the administration and in natiOilal.cons. ',-,~ -) 

~on. each according to his or her abilities and character. 

MTlCLE 8. Besides enjoying fuU and equal rights. the ethnical minon. 
ties are to reoei"" every help and encouragement to enable them to reacib 
. .dI~ common level of advancement as s,>eejily as possible. 

, 

"'-

( 



Iijii\;·;:(j;,~1;C"f,'-. :ARTICLE 10. Vietnamese citizens enjoy: 

- Freedom of speecb, 
- Freedom of tbe press, 
- Freedom of assembly and meeting; 

- Freedom of religion, 
- Freedom to reside and travel in tbe country or to go abrooo;" 

ARTICLE 11. Vietnamese citizens may not be arrested and detai~"" 
. except under the law, and their residence and correspondence q." 
inviolable. 

ARTICLi' 12, The rights of property and posse3sion of 

a.tizans are guaranteed. 

ARTiCLE 13, The rights and interests of botb manual and 

-workers are guaranteed. 

\ 
intelledull!l ~" '. o· ~, 

ARTICLE 14. Age~ a~d infirm Vietnamese citizens unfit to work a!e,~,,': 

loe assisted by the state. And the education of children is to be provided Wi:. 

ARTICLE 15. Primary eduoation is compulsory and free of cbarge. 1a:' 
Joe.l primary schools, the ethnical minorities have the right to learn .. 

their own language. 

Poor students are to be helped by the government. 
Private schools are free to operate, they have to conform to ibIi. 

educational programme provided by the Government. 

ARTICLE 16. Foreigners W'lD immigrate owing to their struggle It!r 
Democ,acy and Freedom are granted the rig\:t of asylum in Vietnam. 

C. ELECTION.- REVOCATION - VETO. 

ARTICLE 17. The mode of cle,'lions to all popular representative ~ 
bodies is first and primarily through univexsal suffrage by free, direct aDl1 
secret ballot. 

ARTICLE. 18. All Vietnamese citizens from the age of 18 up .. a.rd!I.,ritI~··. ;~:~i~~lf.·;t~~:?~ 
-QUt distinction of sex, have the right to vote except lunatics 
.deprived of civic rights. '" 



.Q~$.~~cbe qualified electors, at least ~lyearS at age, and 

li!!cable i~teadatid write the Vietnamese langllage. Citiz~s OIl military duty 

have the right tovote and to stand for elections on a par with all other cilizens. 

AAnCLE 19. The method and procedure of polling is to be determined 

hy.law. 

AATICLE 20. All citizens have the right to recall their el~ded represen. 

tatives according to Articles 41 alld 61. 

AATICLE 21. AI! citizeIls hewe the right to decie!e on constitution a! issues 

and all prol>lems affecting the destiny ot the nation according to Articles 

32 and 70. 

Chapter III 

THE PEOPLE'S P.tRLIAMENT 

The People's Parliament is the body entrusted with Supreme 

powers in the Democratic Repu"·,1ic of Vietnam. 

ARTICLE 23. The People's Parliament deddes all questions of common 

nat"tonal interest sue;l as thE' en~.ctment of laws, the sanctioning of budgets 

and the ratification of agrecme:1ts entered into with foreign countries. 

ARTICLE 2·1. Parliamentary electi ms are to be held normally once every 

tbre3 years, there being or(lin::uily one p1.rliam.enbry representative for 

ev~,y 50.000 inhabitants. 

The n11m'hec of parliamentT:Y rerreSe:1t8.tives for up-country areas 

oj~ihere there are et1:nic'l1 minorities an.-! fo:' hi,:,; cities wiH he determined by 

law. 

ARTICLE 25. A mem')er of t' e People's Parli ament represonts not only 

his own cO:lstitue:1(y but t' e e'"('~i c na~ion r:s \vell. 

ARTICLE 26. The People's P"rliU11em decennines if ne,'essary on t~e 

validity of elections and ac,_'ejYIS the resi~~nation of its members. 

ART1CLE 27. Tee Peop'e's Pmliament s'1all elect from its members its 

own President and two Vice-Prc8id.~,-~ts alon?; with tWelve permanent and 

three substitute members to form its Pernl1r:eJt Committee. The'President 

and Vice.Presidents of the People's Parliament will assume the functions of 

,-' • .;c-, 



The People's Pa,dia'1lent 
t;oe Permanent Committee ( abou~ 

The Permane;:-'- C )mmittee. when it deems necessary, ID3Y surnm·Qll. 
the Pe Jple~s Parli lment to an extraordinary me~ting. "~a:~i:~~;'~¥;~~~~~~~3~'~i The Pe,na '.eat Committee shall summon the People's F 
if a~ 1east a flid ot all {he m~ml-)e:s of the latter s) desire or if, in'et..' 
ceptional circtimsta :1C';:S, the Government requires it to do so. 

ARTICLE 29. At every meeting of the People's Parliament at least haIr 
of its total membership shall constitute a quorum. To declare war,' tllt. .. ' ' .. ", 
decision must be taken by at least a two.third majority. 

ARTICLE 3D. The meeting of the People's Parliament is oponto tht. 
public. The press is allowe3 to report all deliberations and decisions­
arrived at. 

In exceptional caSeS the People's Parliament is entitled to hold a 
secret meeting. 

ARTICLE 31. The President of the Democratic Repu',lic of Vietnalll' 
s"all promulgate aU bills, measures and laws which have been passed by 
the People's Parliament not later than ten days after they have been voted' 
upon. However within this interval of time, the President of Vietnam mat 
ask the People's Parliament to re.consider their decision. The Presiden!:/ 
is obliged to publish any revised decision of tl:e People's Parliament. 

ARTICLE 32. Any matter vitalIy concerning the nation's destiny must be . 
presented to the nation for linal decision, if agreement by at least two, 
thirds of the People's Parliament has been obtained to this effect. 

The mode of l'rocedure for arriving at this final dedsion Will b4 ".' 
fixed by the law. 

ARTICLE 33. The People's Parliament may dissolve itself with the con.. 
sent of at least two thirds of all its members. The Permanent Committe .. 
in the name of the People's Parliament, shaH proclaim sncb dissolntion. 

ARTICLB 34. When the People's Parliament dissolves, whether thepedod 
of its normal ~uration be expired or not, its functions shall be assuqied·u, ",",,",';;'1"" 
the Permanent Committee until a new Parliament is elected. 
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Two months before the norD\l!I . . ~(the . PeoPle' •. 

···.~II'li1 ... l'tlll!!.iJ~1lII!l1l8nt Committee shall annOUl)ce ie.elections. These­
.:eJeet;'tmIV· mnst be carried out within these two months before theo 

Gpitation of the People's Parliament. 

When the People's Parliament voluntarily dissolves, the Permanent 

~ttee immediately proclaims re·elections. These re·elections must btt 
cairied out within two months after dissolution. 

The Permanent Committee must convoke the new Parliament at the 

latest one month after elections. 

If the term of office of the People's Parlhment expires during such 

crises as war time, the Permanent Commit,ee is allowed to prolong their 

functioning for an indefinite time; however, the People's Parliament must 

lie re.elected not later than six months after the end of such crises. 

ARTICLE 36. During the time that the People's Parliament does not 

meet, .the Permanent Committee is entitled: 

a) to vote on bills and decre.s and other such projects proposed by 

the Government. Alf such decisions are to be presented to the People's 

Parliament at its next meeting, in ord~r to get them approv~d, re cindeJ or' 

moclified ; 

b) to convoke the People's Parliament; 

c) to control and criticiz8 the Governme:1t. 

ARTICLE 37. To be valid and binding, a1\ the Permonent Committee's 

decisions must be accepted by more than half of its members. 

ARTICLE 38. If the People's Parliament connot meet, the Permanent 

C;)mrnittee and the G:lvernment are togethN eJtitled to dedde up::n war 

or peace. 

ARTICLE 39. After the re)Q': of t~,e Pc:manent Committeo on i's work· 

ing, w:lich is to be preS':::nted at tbe l~gi!lning of every sessl;Jn, a vote of 

confi<1ence in the Permane,lt Cornmit~ee m:;.y be proposad, if requested b~ 

riot less than a fourth part of the tJtll mem')ers of the People's P,nli1me nt. 

In case of no.confidence, the whole Permanent Corr.mittee mnst resign. 

Out.going members of the last Permanent Committee are eli bible­
for re-election. 

ARTICLE 40. The Government m'\y not orciin81ily anfst or pas'J. 

• 



A~'* of the Pe:>ple's Parliament may DOt beprnse-cilill(r'fi 
s~'1 ~. oPinion ~pressed during the sessU>nS .. 

~. c ~ .. In ca$e of fla ;rant breaches of too cammon laws, the , ' 
\ . ~ar..est a loo;nber of the People's Parliament, hut it has to 

the. Permanent Committee within twenty fOlir hou:!! ; the Perm"'e'wr·1 
.mittee or the P"~i'le's Parliameat will decide on the validity of such 

When a member of the People's Parliament loses Iris right to _"',r, 
be trees at the same time all his rights and privileges as a member':Q£ 
People's Parliament. 

, . . ARTICLE 41. If the People's Parliament receives a request frOD! at "~",,,' ,7", , a fou:!:, part of the electors of any constituency to recall their 
tary repres,iftativf', it must c~nsider the question. And if at least.· . . , 
rhicds 0\ all the me;nbers of the People's Parliament agree to .dil!rnii •.... · 
·t~)i!f·padiamentary representative, he must resign. 

ARTICLE 42. The honorarium of the members of the People's Parliam!l'nt: 
will be determined by law. , .. ··,···'v 

Chapter IV 

THE·GOVERNlviENT 

,ARTICLE 43. The highest executive authority of the whole nation 
. the Government of the Democratic Repuhlic of Vietnam. 

ARTICLE 44. The Government consists of the President of 
..... atic Repu',lic of Vietnam, the Vke,President and the Cabinet. 
binet consists of the Prime Minister, the other Minis~ers and Under~Secre:' 

.... ~ .. - and, if need be, a Deputy Prime Minister. 

The President of the Democratic Republic of vietnam 
£hcsen fro~ amongthe me~bers of the People's Parliament and el~:cte~1~'''''>~'' 

"',R ·lnajc.rity of at least two thirds of all its members. 
If.during lhe first vote, the requisite majority is not 
vote shan decide by a relative majority. The President , ,._, 
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;l,~~tJj:it1g 46. 'The VirePresident of VIetnam is elected by the.PeDple's . 

PjIlrliamenl in the ssme *ay as t1;Je President. 'The lcingth o!hi~ tenure of 
is the same as that of the Pe,ple's Parli.ment, 

The Vlbe:Fresident assists the Pre~ident. In case the President dies ,~ . 
• < JOt ~i811S ; tbe Vice, President temporarilv replaces him. The new President 

"',.,' -tj,i'i;t he eIected'subsequently within two ~ontbs. ";:-;, ~,-". ,-', . 

"~!flCLE 47. The President of Vie:nam chooses the Fremier from the 

l>eopIe's Parliament and presents his appointment-to th. People's Parlia. 
Jll8l1t for approval. 

, if the choice is approved by the People's Parliament, the new Pre. 

';!!!ier mll-Y nominate all the Ministers from among the People's Parliament 

and presents tbe nominated list to the. People's Parliament for approval. 

The Under, Secretaries may be chosen from outside the People's Par. 

liament and 'must be introduced by the p,remier to the Government's Council 
: lor approval, 

The members of the Fermanent Committee are not allowed to p..:. 
ticipate in the Cabinet. 

ARTICLE 48. In case of a Ministerial vaclnry, the Premier in agree. 
ment with the Perma.,ent Commi'(tee, appoints immediately a temporary 

8\lJstitute pending approval by the People's Parliament. 

'~TlCLE 49. The President of the Vietnam Democratic Republic: 
a) r...e.nesents the Nation; 

b) is inves :ed wi',h the command of the whole nation's armed 

forces. appoints or dismisses commanders of the land army,. 
navy ar:d air forces; 

-c) signs decrees a~pointing the Premier, memhers of the Cabinet' 
and high officials of the Government; 

d) presides' over the Government's Council; 

e) promulgates alllay,.s cecided by the People's Parliament; 
f) confers decorations or honorific diplomas; 

'g) decrees spedal a'Ilnesties ; . 

h) signS' agreements with foreign nations; 

r 
J 



ARTICLE SO. Tbe Presidem of. Vietnam Re"u' ,lie ill' .1Ift~ '~h;lII{he ktrays the nation. . 
" ARTICLE 51. In case tbe Prtisideat, tbe Vice.Presid~ntor·'a. member are prosecuted for "treas:>n, the People's Parliament will apecial tribunal for their trial. 

Arrest and legal prosecution of a member of the Cabinet IlIOn law delinquencies must be previously agreed upon by tbe GO'I'etl[ll!lo_ Council. 

ARTICLE 5.ll. ,The Government is empowered to : 
a) execute laws and decrees of the People's Parliament.; 
b) "propose bills or laws to the People's Parliament; 
c) suggest emergency bills 0; laws to the Permament 

while the People's Parliament is not meeting; , 
d) annul orders and decisions of all subordinate 

organs, if need be ; 
e) appoint Or dismiss officials in its administrative. 

t-~· technical branches; 
f) execute mobiliZltion orders and take all measures 

national security: 
g) draft and present the annual budget • 

. ' ARTICLE 53. Every decree of the G<>vernment must bell" the siB:n.I'q\;~', of the President of the Vietnam Republic and the signatures of one· . .,veral other Ministers concerned as well. 
These Mjnis~ers are responsible to the People'S Parliament. 

AI<. TlCLE 54 .. Any Minister, ~n a successfully motion of!!o.conDdenoe " against him hy the People's Parliament, must re~ign.. The whole .cabin~ 
. . 

. , is "not jointly responsible for individual Ministers. 
The Premier is responsible for the Cab'net's policy. A nG.confil:\e!l'~ mQtion Imy be deliberated on by the Parliament only when 
. Permanent Committee or a fourth part ~~.,"',.." 
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1i_;II,.xK1d daH'",ration must he held; at tbe latest, 48' bours af&# 
, Subject to the precee ling qullifica:ion, the Cabinet mUSt· at 

noSign 011. a nO.,confi:lence motion being passed agai"st it. 
~ ~ - , 

All Ministe,s have to answer, either orally or in writing 

, questionso!· t~ePeopJe's Parliaroentor~.the Permanent 
,Ai. the Iates', they must anSwer within the's;Ja<le '-of ten days 

,wrtilll:!~'eiviing questions. 

, 56. When the People's Parliament diss"lves, whether its 
';;:"'~ilal dUration be expired Or not, the Cabinet exercises power till" neW 

·l't!ople's parliament meets. 

Chapter V 

PEOPLE'S COUNCIL AND EXECUTIVE COMMITTE'S. . ' 

4RTICtE 57. From the exec'Utive point of view, Vietnam C()U1prisa 
,three main administrative units ("bo"s), namely Northern, Central and 
. Southera. Each bo is divided into provinces anI cities, provinces and 
cities' into prefectures and districts, and pre'ectures and districts into 

" -villages and quarters. 

ARTlCLl' 58. I~ each province, main city, vill.ge and quarter there is a 
p~';ple;s Council elected by direct universal suffrage. 

These administrative units elect their own Executive Committee. 
In 'bo and districts or prefectureS, there are only Executive 

~ CO!llmieees. A bo's Executive Committee is elected by the People's 
. :.'.Cciltncl.ls of its respective pro\,;nces and cities. District and prefectural 

'-,"',.-,. -- '- .. 
~" Committees are e:ected by their respective village and quarter 
J'llople'sC;:ouncils. 

_ ...... 
'.A:Jtmr;E 5!). The People's Councils decide upon questions peculiar to 
'tl1c!irown localities. These decisions must not conllict with orders· issued. 

,by'bigber autl1Orlties. 

, -':. 
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b) execute decisions oftlielf <>wn Peoi>le;;d:;ounciIs 
t1ecisions have been apprOved by hig~er authorities; 

c) manage the adininist~ative machinery in. their· own localities.' 

ARTiCLE 60. An Executive Committee is responsible to higher. author. 
ities as wen as to its OWn People's Council. 

ARTICLE .61. The members. 01 People's Councils and Executive Con\. • 
. mittees may be compelled to resign; corred p.rocedure lor the purpose will 

lie determited by law. ." 

ARTICLE 62. A Government Act will determine the details' of the 
orgallization of People's Councils and Executive Committees. 

Chapter VI 

THE JUDICIARY ORGANS 

ARTICLE 63. The judiciary organs of Vietnam consist of: 
a) A Supr~me Court of Appeal, 
h) Appeal Courts, 
c) Provincial and Prefectural Courts. 

ARTiCLE 64. All judges are appointed by the Government. 

ARTICLE 65. All criminal Cases must be attended by a People's JUry 
who either profet advice if the case be one of . 'misdemean<IUr', or give· 
verdicts with the judge if the case be one of 'felony'. 

ARTICLE 66. The national minorities may USe their own language 
before the Tribunal. 

ARTICLE 67.' The trial sessions must he held in PU')\ic unless extraor.,' 
dinary circumstances preclude such procedure. All acC'Used are allowed to 

conduct t-beir own defence or plead with the assistance 01 af! advocate. 

ARTICLE 68. It is forbidden to torture, strike Of il\.treat accused perso" 
and prisoners. 

• 
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ART1CU 69. ·WhiletfYing cases, the indaeeb,a .. ·to· ~_t~. functiOIl8 Ii! ~ormity witb the law. No otbeJ" autbority is aIlow8ci to . interfere witb the functions of the judiciary. 

Chapt'er VII 

AMENDMENT OF THE CONSTITUTION 
ARTICLE 70. Amendments to a part or to the whole Constitution are·: subject to the following conditions: 

a) the amendments must be requested by at least a two-third . majori~y of the whole People's Parliament; 
b) the People's Parliament must elect a committee to draft the 1 amendments; 
c) the amendments, when thus ratified by the People's Parliament, must be put before the whole nation for final approval. 
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latftnal Anthem 

l",/Iirtd by the common Pur/lOSt of saving the COUnJry, 

The Viel-Nam 'roo}>s are marching over there on uneven'ways; 
The "'"",1> of Iheir marching die, away in the disJ<mee. 
Their jl4g. dyed red with the blood of heroes,_enshril1£s 

, 

, 
the spirit of the F atherllllftl 

WAlle Iheir Slmg tbrwns to the bark of guns deumating near and ~ 
1';, a 1>tlIJ.-of glory which they carved out for themselves' 

with the corpses of the enemy, 

Mawing down all oPPosition and ever extending tk liberated _. 
Lef. swear together a mighty oath to rend asunder all our foes. 
Milke haste to the battle field! Forward! Let's shout over 

and over aga;,.: 
" The ambition. of every single one of us is to die a glorrous 

detlIh on the field of battle joa to the enemy t .~ 

x x x 

Under die inspiratWn of the fluttering golden-starred flag~ 
The Viet-Namtroops are marching,freeingfrom slavery 

all OUt' naIion. 
Let's redouble our efforts to build u1> our new nation life! 
Rise up all together. break to Pieres the tyrant's chains and shackles I -

. Unflinchingly face all dangers, sufferings and even death! 

Throug}. our ever mounting sacrifices. our lives shall be' • 
rendered more res1>lenJenI. 

Too long have we resigned ourselves to suffering bitterly and silently. 
Arm y,,,,rselves now, fellow countrymen ! 
-AJw~ys keep before ·your mind's eye, ever gm!n i" your me...-y 

The heroic examples set in thestmggle for I..dependence by , . 

'. "BacSon, Do LUOng and Thai-NtuYttI~ 

.. * : 

\ 
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National. Anthem . , 
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