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mnng whnt it meant. Som&&suﬂ)eﬁ as French In!lO-Chiu
amore eonversant with Southeast Asu affeirs, know it asthe new
mac]u up ‘now of Tongking and Annam and cla.mnng Cochm-Chma.
 Actually, ttere is. nothmg new about Viet-Nam . This m f
‘name by which we knew our country long before colonization’ by__ 1
5 © . Itwasin the sixties of the last century that the French arnved E
.wage on us a war of aggression in the name of “religion.” Tu.Due,
- then the Emperor was forced to surrender that part of Viet-Nam whicll-
“~the French called Cochin-China. 1o 1883, TuDuc was torced tn
sign a treaty which recognized the rest of Viet Nam as a French protec..-
mrate It was then that the name Viet Nam disappeared and the counu'y
was called Tonking, Annam and CochinChina. 1t was part of the French
- policy of “divide and rule.” Tt was successful, fur thenceforth Indo-Chinh
“.became known as a union of five countries : Tongkmg, Annam, Cochm
Chma, Laos and Cambodia, -
: Yet, despite a constant campaign of sly French maneuvers and'
“’barbarous represssion-over 4 period ot 80 years, our people never ceasod .
. "to steive for revival of our Fatherland and tor its freedom and umty
French rule has seen an unbroken series of national uprisings.
‘During the last World War the French yielded to the Japanm
Vletnam opened war against both. QOur country ranged along the sidé ﬁ
the Allies, for our spirit was that of the democratic nations.
' On August 18, 1945, the Japanese having sutrendered, our forcs
came out of the hills and jungles and moved ioto Hanoi and into uﬁy
town from Tonking to Cochm-Chma. teking over sovereign power."
His Majesty Bao-Dai abdicated of his own accod. On Sq)tm
- 2, 1945, the Govmmmtof Ho Chi M‘mb was unanimously mogmnd
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-unprecedented popular aec_laim_ and the Democratic Republic of Viet.Nau‘lr .

-solemnly proclaimed,
Accordmgly, on ]anuary 65 1946, general elections weze held
throughout the country. ever though war had broken out in Nam.bo. The

_ Constltueut Ass>mbly was subsequently convened

“The French ware . forced then to rccogmzn V:et.Nam as a
-nation, They could not do otherwise. Thus, the Conveation of Mirch 6,

1946, was signed by the French and Wiet Nam, followed on September 14,

1946, by fhé Modus Vivendi. Both these instruments have been respected
by the French only in their violation. Co
"On December 19, 1946, all-out war flared in Viet Nam. That wat

18 still on and the people of Viet.Nam are as determinel today as they

have ever been to fight for their unity and freedom. Their firmness is
unshakable and any attempt by the French to set up' puppet figutes is

.doomed beforehand to failqre_.

What has made people of Viet Nam so united ard so
resolved to resist the French under leadership of Ho.Chi
- Minh? )

What has kept strongly alive the coaviciion that
ultimate victory is their's despite the opposition of a modern,

motorized French force of 200,000 troops ?

In a brie! attempt to answer these questions, we publish the his.

 toric documents in this pamphlet, which tell upon what basis the Viet Nam
-Government is formed. They will give some hint ot the spirit which lies

behind President Ho Chi Minl’s statement ; “’I‘he Viet-Nam people will

then fight 5, 10 or 20 vears, if they heve to, to win their freedom.”
Viet-Nam must be her own master, even thoubi it be within the

framewozk of the French Union.  She will szttle for nothmg less than this.

LEHI
Vietnam News Se;v:'cr
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Abdication Statement
By H.M. Bao Dai

* The Happiness of the Viet Nam People !

The Independence of the Viet Nant Nation !

To achieve these aims, we declare ourselves ready to make all
sacrifices, desirous that such sacrifices will benefit the nation. - :

Conscious that the unton of Our compatriots at this momentis anﬂl
absolute necessity for Owr Fatherland, We had solemnly advikedoOuin
people on August 22:  “ At this decisive moment in the nation’s history,-
unity is life; and division death.”

In view of the mighty democratic forces released in the north of -
Our Realm, We were apprehensive at first that conflict between the Narth.
and the South would be inevitsble if we waited for the opening of a-
National Congress to take a decision, and We were aware thar this-conflict,
if it ever took place, would entail much suffering for Our people besidagr~
giving 2 golden opportunity to the invader to despoil Qur territory.

We cannot help owning to a certain melancholy in contemplating;
the achievements of Qur glo\rious ancestors who had fou:ht wit_hout
respite for 400 years to extend the frontiers of Qur Country from Thuan.-
hoa to Ha-tien.

We cannot help feeling a certain regret in looking tack on Our
20 year-old reign, during which We had been in an impossible position to-
render any appreciable service to Our Country.

In spite of that, We decide to abdicate Our throne and hand over-
sovereign. power to the Democtatic Republican Government of Viet Nam..

In doing so, We have only three wishes to express :

1) We requast the New Government to take care of the
~ dynastic temples and royal tombs ;
é) We request the New Government to treat fraterna’ly



i

etyaawell as the ROyal Family to strengthen and suppqrt‘_
unrewwedly the Democratic’ Government of Vlet Nam in: order to, )
.;.ooIBolrdate our natlonal mdependence o

Ltmg live the I udependence of Vre: Nam !
Lang Live our. Demociatic Republic |-

R

ey

At Hue, Augu'at 26th, 194a
. . Signed: BAO.DAI

: (Soon after H1s Ma;eqty 8 abdication, Mr. NGUYEN V]NH THUY
-__’bemme Supreme Councﬂlor of the Viet-Nam Democratic Repu‘bhc.) )




' '."_dlSTupt our national, hlstoncaf and ethnical unity.

the broader sense, this means : “All peoples on the earth are borﬁ eq_ .
‘every person has the right to livé, to be happy and free.”

French Revolution in 1791 likewise propounds: “ Every man is
_equal and enjoys free ard equal iights.” '

Thesz are undeniable truths.

‘Yet, during‘and throughout the last eighty '.ye'ars, tilﬂ"-
imperialists, abusing the principles of ‘’freedom, equality and frate
‘have violated the integrity of our ancestral land and oppressid
‘countrymen, Their deeds run counter to the ideals of hunganfty_

- . justice.”

~ Inthe political field, they have denied us every freéddlﬁ.-,' X
_ have enforced upon us inhuman laws. They set up three different
. cal repgimes in Northern, Central and Southern’ Vletnam in an at

* They have bullt more prisons than schools, They have .7 i

.- illtreated our fellow.compatriots. They have drowned our revolitior
' They'have sought to stifle public Opinion and pursuf;d'

. of ubscurantlsm on the largest scale- they have forced I.(pOIl us alcohiol
oplum in order to weaken our race.

ln the economic field, they have shume!aﬁy e;pldfﬁw




hy fha Alhesrmvaded Indochma.and set up new'baSes of war, the -
rench imperialists ' surrendered on bended" knees and handed over our . -
mﬁtry to the invaders, -
‘ Su‘bsaqmmtly, under the joint French and Japanese yoke. our
peine were literally hled white. The consequences were dire in the 7
ﬁtréme. From Quang-tri up to the - North, two millions . ot our country.
&ed from starvation during the first months of this year, ‘ ‘
On March 9, 1945, the Japanese disared the French tr00P5~'
Agaih the French either fled or surrendered unconditionally. Thus, in no
ww;have,they proved capable of “‘protecting” us ; on the contrary, with.
ﬁve years, they have twice sold our country to the Japarese,
. . 'Before March 9, many a time, did the Viet.Minh League invite the
'-Bxench to join in to fight apainst the Japanese. 1nsiead of accepting®
soEer, the French on the contrary, let loose a wild reign of ter-
with rtigour worse than ever before against VietMinh’s partisans, °
=t ';‘hey even slaughtered a great number of our “condamnes politiques™
tisoned at Yen-bay and Cao.bang. . ' o
Despite all that, our countrymen went on maintaining vis a vis the

x ‘JﬁFr_éhch a huma_ﬁe and even indulgent attitude. After the events of March
—T = 'Q'Eh-,'the Viet-Minh League helped many Frenchmen to cross .the borders,
o : o mcued others from Japanese prisons, and in general, protected the lives
o and prbberties of all the French in their territory,
R -__‘, ©, . Infact, since the autumn of 1940, our country ceased to be a

" French colony and became a Jaranese possession.

#- After the Japanese Surrender our people, as a whole, rose up and-’
‘ "atlm_ed their- sovereignty and founded the Democratic Republic of - s
-'I_‘he ‘truth is that. we have wrung lack our independence from




tad, ‘gu]:,{'iégpie 'émashled the “}plge’.’ which p S
nearly one hundred years,
‘country,

sad: ‘hard upo
ahd ﬁhall§ made our Vietﬁém an indépe
Our people at the samie time overthrew the mdnarc}iiéﬂi-tégl'
5 ﬂ established tens of centuries ago, and founded the Republic. - R
. . TFor these reasons; we the members of the Provisional Govem n
representing the entire people of Vietnam, declare that wa shall from tow
on have no more connections with imperialist France ; We consider nul angd |
void all the treaties France had signed concerning Vietnam, and we herel

cancel all the privileges that the F rench a
territory, -

rrogated to themselves on- Onr :

The Vietnam people, animated by the same common resolve, are
deterzined to fight to the death against all attem
French imperialists,

pts at aggression by theﬁ

We are convinced that the Allies who have récognised the pnnc:-
pPles of equ:lity of peoples at the Conferences of Teheran and Sa'n;.';_. _
Francisco cannot but recognise the Independence of Vietnam. _ .

A people which has so stubbornly opposed the French domination "
for more than 89 years, a people which, during these last years so dog'ﬁefr.

Iy ranged itself and fought on the Allied side against -FaScis:n, such &
people has the right to be free, such a people must be independent. LR
| For these reasons, we, the members of the Provisional Gove_r'm-_nq'&“i"’ '
of the Democratic Republic of Vietnam, solemnly declare to the world:
%3 “Vietnam has the right to be free and independent and, in fact, h

. becore free and independent, The people of Vietnam de(‘ide to ‘mobi_!_i'zg
ell their spiritual and material forces and to sacrifice theﬁr lives ahd pro
pectics in order to safeguard their right of Liberty and Independence,” '

Hanoi, September 2nd, 1045,

Signed: Ho Chi-Minh, President ; Tran de«Lz'm,*'*'- -

Vo NguyenGiap, Chu Van-Tan Duong Duc.Hiéﬁ,'

Nguyen. Van-To, Nguyen Manh-Ha, Cu Huy Can,

_ _ - Pham Ngoc-Thach Nguye}x Van.Xuan, Vu .Tm_ng_}-

- Khanh  Pham Van.Dong, Dao Trong-Kim;"fffu
Dinh-Hoe Le-Van-H'en. ' EEE



October 25, 1946

( Translated from the Vietnam )

“For more than ten days all the members of the Nitiwnal
Assembly have been working hard, and today the National Assemily has
. successfully completed its task—an achievement which will be recorded in
the nstion’s history and handed down to future generations: it has
" provided the nation with a Constitution.
T “ Thanks to the Members of Parliament, we are found to accest
" today our first Constitution and especially within such a short space of
time since our Revolution. ’
" % This is not merely the first Constitution in Vietnam, It is the
_ first in the whole of Asia. We feel no s:lf-complacency about our achieve.
ment because our Constitution is not yet perfect, but it meets the preseni

— : situation,
ol “ What does our Constitution say to the world? It says that
Ve ‘\’ © Vietnam is a democratic, independent Republic. It says our people are

enjoyin'g'!iberty and equality. It says all our people are equal before the
law, irrespective of rank, class, sex or national minority. It proclaims that
_q Vietnam respects the rights of property and the freedom of religion. Thae
' Constitution of Vietnam symbolises the unity of its people in their struggle
" for righteousness and justice.
* Now_ I solemnly adjure you to strive {or:
The People’s well-being: clothing and food for all our
people; .
The People’s rights: all the democratic freedoms for all
our people ;

. :ﬁpf&

PR |



The Paeople s"natmn '_ndependenm' and unity; -
We donot wish anythmg more. But we arg c!
nm‘. to give way.” :
- Eabdling the National Assembly for having defzned ﬂw Stams
Labour, President Ho Chi Mith said - '
“Thanks to your definition of Rights of Lahour, both mtellectual
lnd manua] labourers will irom now oc be in a position to work for thr
‘ pod of tLe nation. .
¢ Qur country needs to be built up. To be bmlt up we must w0rk
" b work we need workers. That is why our workeis need favourabl_.ja.-
g)ndmons for working. 'Good conditions create good workers .”
" Then President Ho Chi Minh continued : |
‘ “I wish all the mermbers of Parliament will bring. back to their:
gespective people the spirit of determination which permeates this Natlonal
ASSembry, and I earnestly invite you:

To appeal to the people to maintain solidarity so as to
‘strengthen still further our people’s coalition ;

To urge the people to carry out the *New Life” principles ;
To encourage them to increass production and combat
famine; '
o . To fizht against illiteracy ;
To prohibit gambling, robbery and bribery;
" To criticise the government’s imperfections, and to malke:
* concrete proposals for the welfare of the people.
“You will tell the people that we arz going to face mare- drﬁq-
culties, but when the people, the National Ass:mbly, and the -gover ]
are united, we are certain to reach our goal: NATIONAL UN' _
INDEPENDENCE, STRENGTH, and PROSPERITY .
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The territory of Vietnam compsoed of Backe or Northern Vietnam,

. Trungbo or Central Vietnam, and Nambo or Southern Vietnam 1is one

and indivisible { Constitution. Art. 2 ) :




o Constitution
: . of the
L Democratic Republic of Vietnam

Adopied by the National Assembly
‘ _ through a wvote of 240 to @ at its
: Lo mezting on  November 8, 1946,
. in Hanoi, capital of the Democratic
Republic of Vietnam, and proclaimed

on November 9, 1946.




Constitution
of the

Vietnam Democratic Republic

PREAMBLE

The August Revolution regained the independence of our Fuﬂwrhmd,
the liberty of our people and founded the Democratic Republic.
After 80 years of struggle, the Vietnam people threw off the colomd
yoke and, at the same time, abolished the internal feuddl regime. :
The nation entered upon a new stage in its history.
7 JFrom now on our people face the tasks of preserving the uuegnty of ar'
terr:tory, achieving full independence and building up the country on democraic
Joundations ! -
Being entrusted by the nation s with the task of drafting the first Conﬂs-
ution of the Democratic Republic of Vietnam, the National Assembly 1s deeﬁy
conscious that the Constitution, to embody the glorious achievements of ﬁz'_
Revolution, should be based on the following princibles :
The union of all the people without distinction of race, clm
- creed, wealth or sex ;
The guaranteeing of democratic liberties ;
The establishment of a true people’s government.
_ g " Permeated by the spirit of unity symbolized in the struggle of the en#ro
- mation and manifested in an enlarged and enlightened democratic regune.
" Vietnam now goes forward confidently in consonnance with the progressive.
movements of the world and the peaceful astirations of mankind, . - iy



Chsapter I
© . " " GENERAL PROVISIONS =

ARTICLE 1. Vietnam is a Democratic Republic.

Al power in the country belongs to the people of Vietnam without

T

. "distinction of race, class, creed, wealth or sex,

RS nﬁRT_ICLE 2. The territory of Vietnam composed of Bac.Bo or

Northern Vietnam, Trung-Bo or Central Vietnam, and Nam.Bo or Southern
- Vietnam, is one and indivisible.

- ARTICLE 3. The national flag of Vietnam is red centered with a five.

poinied golden star.

~ The national anthem of Vietnam is the © Tien.Quan Ca,”
.The Capital of Viernam is Hanoi.

Chapter II
THE DUTIES AND RIGKTS OF THE CITIZENS

A. DUTIES:

.-A;RTICLE 4. It is the dﬁty of every citizen :

— to defend the country ; _
— to abide by the Constitution ; ‘ -
— to observe the laws,

. ARTICLE 5. All Vietnamese citizens are liable for military service.

B. RIGHTS.

poh;!}:éal and cultural fields.

."4
y ARTICLE 7. All Vietnamese citizens are equal hefore the law. and enjoy
/ egual opportunity to participate in the administration and in natiogal cons.
 fruction, each according to his or her abilities and character, . -

ARTICLE 8. Besides enjoying full and equal rights, the ethnical minoti.
ties are to receive every help and encouragement to enable themto reach

#he common level of advancement as speelily zs possible,

ART/I,{JLE 6. All Vietnamese ciizens enjoy equal rights in the economie,




"utwn-m every rwpect.

; ARTICLE 10, Vletnamwe citizens enjoy :

— Freedom of speech,
— Freedom of the press,
— Freedom of assembly and meeting, ) ' o

— Freedom of religion,
— Freedom to reside and travel in the country or to go abroa&.

ARTICLE 11. Vietnamese citizens may not be arrested and detamﬂ
-#%cept under the law, and their resu!ence and correspondence
inviolahle.

-~

ARTICLE 12. The rights of property and possession of Vletnamesg
-cmzuns are guaranteed.

-~ a 7‘\
ARTICLE 13. The rights and interests of both manual and mtelleetnd :

workers are guaranteed,

R ARTICLE 14, Aved andinfirm Vietnamese citizens unfit to work ar‘etun
- te assisted by the state. And the education of children is to be provided fo

ARTICLE 15. Primary education is compulsory and free of charge, ™ :
Yocal primary schools, the ethnical minorities have the right to learn ig :
their own language, '

_ Poor students are to be helped by the government,
T  Private schools are free to operate, they have to conform to fha
educational programme provided by the Government. T

ARTICLE 16. Foreigners who immigrate owing to their struggle for
Democracy and Freedom are granted the rigkt of asylum in Vietnam,” :

C. ELECTION — REVOCATION — VETO.

VAR'l ICLE 17. The mode of elections to all popular representative sut!
bodies is first and primarily through universal suffrage by free, direct ani
secret ballot. :

ART]CLE 18. All Vietnamese citizens from the age of 18 upwards,
- gut distinction of sex, have the right to vote except lunatics ande
deprived of civie rights. ™
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and write the V:etnomeSe language Cltlz=ns on mxhtary duty
have the nght to vote and to stand for electlons on a par with all other citizens

. ARTICLE 19 The method and procedure of polling is to be determl ned

b'y\ law.

‘ARTICLE 20. Al citizens have the right to recall their elected represen.
tatives according to Articles 41 and 61.

ARTICLE 21. Al citizans have the right to decide on constitutional issues

and all prohlems affecting the destiny of the n:\tron according to Articles
82 and 70,

Chapter II1
THE PEOPLE’S PARLIAMENT

—

ARTICLE 22. The People’s Parliament is the hody entrusted with supreme
powers in the Democratic Repu’lic of Vietnam,

ARTICLE 23 The People’s Tarliament decides all questions of common
national interest such as the enactment of laws, ihe sanctioning of budgets
and the ratification of agrecments entered into with foreign countries,

ARTICLE 24. Parliamentary clections are to be held normally once every

thre2 years, there being ordinarily “one parliamentary representative for
every 50.000 inhabitants.

The mimber of parliamentary representatives for up-country areas

' ;{%gv_here there are ethnical minorities and for biu cities will be determined by

faw.

ARTICLE 25, A member of t e People’s Parliament represenis not only
his own constituency but the enii e nation 2s well,

ARTICLE 26. The People’s Purliament determines if necessary on the
validity of elections and ac-epts the resiznation of its members, '

ARTICLE 27. The People’s Parliament shall elect from ijts members its
own President and two Vice-Presidants along with twelve permanent and
three substitute members to form its Permarest Committee, The Pregident
and Vice-Presidents of the People’s Parliament will assume the functions of




e Permanent Committee ( 'about May and I\ovgemhgt

The Permanen Cimmiitee, when it deems nacassary,
the Pe sple’s Parlivment to an eXtraordinary meating, :

The Perwa ent Commiitee shall summon the People’s Parhamem
if a*least a third of all the mambe:s of the latter s desire or if, m_
ceptional circumsiaac: 8, the Government requires it to do so.

ARTICLE 29. At every meeting of the People’s Par]:ament at least half-:
of its total membership shall constitute a quorum. To declare war, - thg;_ :
decision must be taken by at least a two.third majority.

ARTICLE 39. The meeting of the People’s Parliament is open to the -

public. The pressis allowed to report all deliberations and demsnom:
arrived at. '

In exceptional cases the People’s Parliament is entitled to hold o
secret meeting. :

ARTICLE 31. The President of the Democratic Republic of Vietﬂarﬁ;:_l
shall promulgate all bills, measures and laws which have heen passed by .
the People’s Parliament not later than ten days after they have been vote& ) T
upon. However within this interval of time, the President of Vietnam may -
ask the People’s Parliament to re.consider their decision. The President’
is obliged to publish any revised decision of the People’s Parliament,

ARTICLE 32. Any matter vitally concerning the nation’s destiny must ba
presented to the nation for final decision, if agreement by at least twoL :
thirds of the People’s Parliament has been obtained to this effect.

The mode of procedure for arriving at this final decision will bq_.
fixed by the law.

ARTICLE 33. The People’s Parliament may dissolve itself with the com":
sent of at least two thirds of all its members. The Permanent Committes, -
in the name of the People’s Parliament, shall proclaim such dissulution.

ARTICLE 34, When the People’s Parliament dissolves, whether the. peno;l
of its normal duration be expired or not, its functions shail be assuried by
_the Permanent Committee until a new Parliament is elected,




‘ ant Commntee shall announca re. electlons. Theaa
'-_"!a»ehmons must bo carried out within these two montlis before the
| ﬁpitatwn of the People’s-Parliament.

When the People’s Parliament voluntarily dissolves, the Permanent
anmittee immediately proclaims re-elections.. These re-elections must be
' mned out within two months after dissolution.

The Permanent Coinmittee must convoke the new Parliament at the:
“‘latest one month after elections.

. If the term of office of the People’s Parliament expires during such
crises as war time, the Permanent Committee is allowed to prolong their
. functioning for an indefinite time ; however, the People’s Parliament must
be re-clected not later than six months after the end of such crises,

- ARTICLE 36. During the time that the People’s Parliament ddes not
mest, the Permanent Committee is entitled :
a) to vote on bills and decreas and other such projects proposed by
the Government. All such dscisions are to be presented to the People’s.
_Parliament at its next meeating, in ordar to get them approved, re cinded or
modified ; '
b} to convoke the People’s Parliament ;
c) to control and criticize the Government.

ARTICLE 37. To be valid and bindi ng; all the Permanent Committee's.
decisions must be accepted by more than half of its members.

ARTICLE 38. If the People’s Parliament cannot meet, the Permanent
' C:)rnmxttee and the Government are together eatitled to dehlde upo war
o1 peace.

ARTICLE 39. After the resni of the Permanent Committez on i's work-
- ing, which is to be presznted at the begzinning of every session, a vote of
_conﬁdence in the Permaneat Commitiee may be proposed, if requested by
riot less than a fourth part of the total mem ers of the People’s Parliame nt,
ln case of no.confidence, the whole Permanznt Committee must resign,

QOut.poing members of the last Permanent Committee are eligible
for re-election.

ARTICLE 40. The Government m=y not ordinaily arest or pass




, A member of the People’s Parhament may not be pr !

;;eec-. o: opinion expressed during the sessions, IR

w7 1n case of fla rang breaches of the common laws, the &

: ,,u_;ay atrest a member of the Peopls’s Parliament, but it has to ‘
the Permanent Committee within twenty four houss ; the- Permanént

& m:ttee or the People’s Parliament will decide on the vahd:ty of such ¢

When a member of the People’s Parliament loges his ng'nt to &

he loses at the same time all his rxghts and privileges as a member - oi' '

' Pe0p1e s Parliament. -

"ARTICLE. 41. 1f the People’s Parliament receives a requﬁt from at lhast
n fou*:n part of the electors of any constituency to recall their parha
tary represzfitative, it must consider the question. ~ And if at leas’r "

‘ .rhr'ds of all the members of the People’s Parliament agree to . dlsxmg
Cthis: ‘parliamentary representative, he must resign,

. _ARTICLE 42. The honorarium of the members of the People’s Pa‘rliaiﬁé‘tﬂ‘
' .;;v\_"il] be determined by law, o

Chapter 1 A4
‘THE GOVERNMENT

:AR'TTCLE 43. The htghest executive _authority of the whole natlon lS
he Govemment of the Democmtlc Republic of Vietnam,

ERTICLF 44, The Government consists of the Pre51dent of the Demo-
eratic Repuhlic of Vietnam, the Vi-e e-President and the Cabinet, Tha Ca-
binet consists of the Prime’ Minister, the other Minis:ess and Under-Secre-_ '.
tanes and, if need be, a Deputy Prime Minister, '

s

ART}.CLE 45.  The President of the Democratic Republic of Vietnam' i
“chesen from among the members of the People’s Parhament and ected
& ma]onty of at least two thirds of all its members, ;
- If during the first vote, the requisite ma;onty is not reached S
: nd vote shaIl decide by a relative majonty The Pres:dent of Vi




i‘eople’s Paﬂia“tnent 10 eleut a new Pmsn:len 8

aﬁme i8 the same as that of the People’s Parhament.

Of 7e8igns ; the Vice President temporarily replaces h1m The new President
st be elected subsequently within two months.-

ARTICLE 47~ The President of Vietnam chooses the Fremier from the
Ptople s Parliament and presents his appoxntment to the People’s Parlia.
e '_ ment t'or approval.

" " 1f the choice is approved by the People’s Parliament, the new Pre-
mier inay nominate all the Ministers from among the People’s Parliament
" and presents the nominated list to the People’s Parliament for approval.

: The Under Secretaries may be chosen from outside the People’s Par-
hament and must be introduced by the Premier to the Government’s Council
approval

- The members of the Permanent Committce arte not allowed to pa:.
'?umpate in. the Cabmet

IIA'RT]CLE 43, In case of a Ministerial vacancy, the Premier in agree.

ment with the Permanent Commiitee, appoints immediately a temporary
isu,;s"nute pending approval by the People’s Parljanent.

-

-_'_ARTICLE 49. The President of the Vietnam Democratic Republic ;
“a) reasresents the Nation :

r

navy ard air forces ;

"¢) signs decrees appointing the Premier, members of the Cabinet
* and high officials of the Government ;

‘presides”over the Government’s Council ;

promulgates all laws decided by the People’s Parhament :

con’ers decorations or honorific d1plomas :

decrees special amnesties ;
signs ‘agreements with foreign nations ;

TICLE ‘46 ’ The ‘Vice President of Vzetnam is elected by the. People s
: Pathament in the same way as the President. ' ‘The l*ngth of his tenure of

The Vite'President assists the President. In case the President dies

b) is invesied with the command of the whole nation’s armed
forces, appoints or dismisses commanders of the land army,

‘.a_ ey




ared Wwar or pe ce according to Attic]

: ARTICLE 50 The Prqsidez_z_t_r"p.f_ Vietnam Repu'slie . ‘

. wﬂm‘hebetmys the nation, - _
. ~ARTICLE 57.. In case the' President, the Vice.President .or 2. Cal
member are prosecuted for ﬁgqson, the People’s Parliament will set
special tribunal for their trial, R o
Arrest and legal pmsecutib_n of a member of the Cabinet 'fm:‘.-eg

mon law delinquencies must be previously agreed upon by the Govm
Conncil, ' L

ARTICLE 52, _ ‘The Government is empowered to :
a) execute laws and decrees of the People’s Par}.iaméntf},
b) _propose bills or laws to the People’s Parliament : -
¢) Suggest emergency bills or laws to the Permament Commjﬁé
-while the People’s Parliament is not meeting ; ' '
‘d) annul orders and decisions of all subordinate admi:_ﬁs_ﬁwhﬂ
orga‘ns, if need be ; : A '

f) execute mobilization orders and take all measures acquired
national security :
g) draft and present the annual budget,

ARTICLE 53. Every decree of the Government must bear the sign

_of the President of the Vietnam Republic and the signatures of one

“geveral other Ministers concerned 'as well, ‘ .
These Ministers are responsible to the People’s Parliament,

'ARTICLE 54, - Any Minister, on a successfully motion of. 'Eo.conﬁdéhd_l g
. @gainst him by the People’s Parliament, must resign. The whole Cabinet
i3 ot jointly responsible for individual Ministers. : R
The Premier is responsible for the Cabinet’s policy. A no-confidefs
‘motion m:y be deliberated on by the Parliament ohl'y_ when ‘prop
the Pf_emie’r, the Permanent Committee or a fourth part of th
. ple‘S._PaIligment; : ' R




_ rerevant questions of the People’s Pdrlnment or_the Petmaneut
;tjec At the IateSI. they | must answer within the sjace -of - ten days :

ERTI{"LE 56. When the People’s Parliament dlssolves. whether lts
grmal duration be expired or not, the Cabmet exercises power till-a new
Paoplc s Pa:ha.ment meets

Chapter V

PEOPLE’S COUNCIL AND EXECUTIVE COMMITTEY

ARTICLE 57. From the executive point of view, Viétnsm comprises
"_three main administrative units (“bo”s), namely Northern, Central and
Southern. Each bo is divided into provinces anl cities, provinces and
ci’tles into prefectures and districts, and pre‘ectures and districts ‘into
wﬂages and quarters.

ART'ICLE 58. In each provmce, main city, village and quarter thereis a
Pec»p]e s Council elected by direct. universal suﬂrage

These administrative units elect their own Executive Committes.

In ‘b0 and districts or prefectures, there are only Executive
T Commlt*ees A bo's Executive Committee is elected by the People’s
: qmmls of- lts respective provinces and cities, District and pretectural
' kﬁm&ﬁve Com:mttees are ¢lected by their respectwe village and quarter
'P ople’s Counmls. , : ‘

o ARTICLE 59 The Peoples Counc:ls demde upon questions pecu]:ar to
- theis own localities. These decisions must not conflict with orders "issued
: _—_:;hyf'h’xg:hq_r authorities, ‘




- a'f 3’&&& out Bréé’f"s ’l&uﬂd 15? blgher it ﬁﬁﬁﬁ‘éu: :

b) execute decisions of el Gwn Peopie 3 Counc:]s af :

ﬁnsmns have been approved by higher authorities ; S
¢) manage the adm:mstratwe machinery in, then- own locahtxes.

ARTICLE 60. An Executive Committee is respons‘uble to h:gher author.
jties as well as to its own People s Council, g '

ARTICLE .61. Tb'e members of People’s Councils and Exécﬁ-tivé lC.c;iﬂ;‘
mittees may be compelled to resign ; correct procedure for the purpose w:]l_ RERERE
be determired by law. e

ARTICLE 62. A Government Act will determine the detsils of the
organization of People’s Councils and Executive Committees. '

Chapter \'A 8 oo

THE JUDICIARY ORGANS R RS

- ARTICLE 63. The judiciary organs of Vietnam consist of :
a) A Supreme Court of Appeal, 2 _
b) Appeal Courts, , . o o L
c) Provincial and Prefectural Courts. ) - :

ARTlCLE 64, All judges are appOmted by the Governient, '

who either profer advice if the case be one of ‘misdemeancur’, or give - .
verdicts with the judge if the case be one of Eelony . )

ARTICLE 66. The national minorities may use thelr own languaga
before the Tribunal. ' -

ARTICLE 67. Thetrial sessions must be held in public unless extraor. -
_ dinary circumstances preclude such procedure.  All accused are allowed to

“conduct their own defence or plead with the assisiance of an advocate.

ARTICLE 68. It is forbidden to torture, strike or ill.treat accused perso m _
- and prisoners, ' S
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Anmu 69. 'While trying c cases, the judges hm to dl.scbarge theu-
" functions in coﬂonmty with the law. No other authah.ty i9 allowed to
mterfete with the functions of the fudiciary,

Chapt&ei‘ VII
AMENDMENT OF ..THE CONSTITUTION

ARTICLE 70. Amendments to a part or to the whole Constitution ara.’
subject to the following conditions ;

a) the amendments must be requested by at least a two.third ¢
maJonty of the whole People’s Parliament ;

b) the People’s Parliament must elect a committee to draft fhe}
emendments ;

¢) the amendments, when thus ratified by the People’s Parhament
must be put before the whole Nation for final approval,

-




Inspired by the common purpese of saving the country,
The Viet-Nam troops are marching over there on uneven ways
 The tramp of their marching dies away in the distance.
Their flag, dyed red with the blood of heroes,. enshrines
) the spirit of the Fatherlend
Wﬁe their song thrums io the bark of gun.s detonating near and around.
Iiis a path-of glory which they carved out for themselves
_ with the cor pses of the enemy, : _
Mowing down all op position and ever extending the liberated zones. T
Let's swear together a mighty oath to rend asunder all our foes. __.': SR
_ quehaste 10 the batile field! Forward! Let's shout over -
and over again :
“The ambition of every single oné of us is to die a glorious
deash on.the field of baitle face o the enemy ! ™

X X X o

Under e inspiration of the flutering golden-starred flag,
The Viet-Nam troops are mardung, freeing from slavery
_  all our nation.

Let's redouble our efforts lo buzld up our new nation lifel o I

Rise up all ogether break to pieges the tyrant’s chains and shackles 1 - B
: Unflirwhingly face all dangers, sufferings and even death! '

Through our éver mouniing sacnfzces our ltves shallbe ©

rendered more vesplendent,

Too long have we reszgned ourselves lo suffering. bzu‘erly and silenily,

Arm yourselves now, frllow counirymen ! ’ Lo
_ -Always kezp before your mind’s eyes ever gfemrin your memory ’ ' L
. The hemu: examples set in the struggle Sfor Independence by .
0 %Bac Son, Do Luiong and Thai Ngml
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- National Anthem

 TIENQUAWCA

_ Qubc-ca VIETNAM....
Mhae VAR CAQ ' '

.{.

. Lai 0N icn

P
==

e VRN

"Dodn guda Vidt-Nam &, chung ldng  ciu quic &{or chi -
Dodn guén VigtNam di, sae vang  phipphdi Dit gisiip
R i } [ 4 o

= 1 1 | | | | B |

+

.- - l - . s . . . -
j J vang Tréndiding —J-éé‘p  GAEW Kar . (&F i vy rw&mlywﬁﬁ '
707 qué huang gua noi [din then  Cung chung sic kidh et ady dov
t 1 | -

3

e ) )

J vk Siing ding xa chen atwic gudn hanh ca . Dt/Engi Vi -

mdi. Ding dv #n gong xich fo Igp lon L6 Thay
1 1 .
i :

. W S— —

- - .
L' T

1 1

1 i

4

guang xdy xaé gudn the ‘7'/74739 qran ko, dodn W KD i
tan, xudng nat khdng son, Gang by sink, dgita toor tham

gdlli.lu_l-EEL

I'n

?

khu .
hon, Trbao v

THE Dhark 1hdy vdng mby quin thi ! Tiéh may

o nudt com hon! Vo' fran
] i

! e o e .
2 ===

oz ety Tieh fén ! __ Cing rther

dav fén dvdhg .

Hor ar ! Loy Hd
.I s ' g hOsig

=:S=555

-

N ol 15 dFy nor vc ngwés s
quén  Bic Son cing BoLvong i, .. . .. .

. Nguyént

Ny





