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From 1929 to 1930: DATE 

~7r/ 

The Birth of the 

Indochinese 

THE beginning of 1929 sa\ ... an 
unprecedented growth in the 
new revolutionary force!' in 

Viet Nam. 

~ot only Hanoi, but Saigon, ioo, 
was in a icrment. The Saigon-Clw 
Lon Viorkcrs' Association, (lami­
nated by the workers of the Ba 
Son arsenal, "whose leadeI', 1'011 

Due Thang (I) had joinf'd the Rey­
olutionary Youth, was greatly 
mfluenced by the new movement 
which \,,'as exp,mding not only in 
State SChools. such as Chassc10up 
Laubat, Petrus Ky, the Tcacl:H'L'; 

Training School. the Girls' School, 
the Technical School and the Gia 
Dinh School 01 Fine Arts, but 
also in private schools. It was at 
this time too that the rcyolution 
established a base in thE' svcondarv 
school at 1\'1y Tho. . 

To get an idea of the strength 
of the Saigon movement at that 
time, OIle may recall that, in 1929, 

Krautheimer, t.he Governor of 

Cochinchina, banned all distribu­
tion of playbills to ad\'crtise 
evening ciltertainments, for fear 
that this would be used as a cover 
to spread revolutionary leaflets. 
And thl:; order was giycn just 
l\"hen the passion for Cai Luong 
(reformed opera) was at its height ! 
Leaflet,; had brought the program­
mt:" of the movement to cycrV 
corner of the country. The record,.; 
of local Party branches. docu­
ments of the - French Secnrity 
Bureau and public newspaper.;; cif 
that time (till mid~I930, authoris­
ed to publish news irom police 
bulletins), all mention the appear­
ance of revolutionary leaHets in 
big cities and towns during 1929_ 
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Communist Party 
The end _01.1929 and .the heghmilig 01 1930 ,((lS (/ ttme of upswge 

lor tlu patnotlc and SOCIal stl't(g«'e thYonghoJlt T It't J.Yaw JrJttie the 

p~.tty-b~uygeois ({nd l)(),lfrgeois political gronps and parties (like the 

~"Iel "Nam Uuoc D~ln D:mg - tilt r~iet'}/(jmese Xati01/alist Party) dis­

IIltcgrated under the bl()'i~'s 01 the (olomal t«imnlistl'atioll three commuuist 

ol'{{alli.~ati01ls Clime l?lto bt'i'llg ill Rae l\'y (TMlk-i11), Tr,,'r1lg lI.-)' (Amzam) 

alld Nal),', Xy (Cochiuchilla). -

These OJ"ga1Ii:'atiolls merged to. form tile D.1.n a Cong Sa.n Vit't Nam 

(the Viet Nam ComJllHl1i~t Pa1"lYJ, /atf.Y renamed as Dang Cong S;).n 

Dong Duong (the Indochwfse COJIIHllllllst Pal'ty), alld it lell to this 

ParlY to ulIdertake the leadership 0/ the Vid'llawtse revolt/t'l01!. 

To commemorate Ow 4~th aJ.lI1i,-,trscuy 01 the founding 0/ tilt Party. 

Nhan D,~n pulJi,tshed a senes Of artietes <<,Yitten by Thrp _Hoi. Large 

excerpts 11'0111 these lire' gi"'t'11 belo'ii' 

In 1933, in Bac Ky alone, it is 
said that some 100,000 leaflets 
,,,ere distributed. But each indi· 
yidual leaflet was produced at 
the cost of untold difficulties and 
dangers: if captured, the distri­
butor would be subjected to sav~ 
age tortures and a heavy prison 
term, while even to keep a leaflet 
in one's po_~session was to risk 
one's lik. 

* • * 

Nguyen Cong HOll (2) tells in 
his memoir:> how he a11d two other 
unemployed young \vorkers cele­
brated Tet in Haiphong in 1927. 
A. short time before, they had 
found a job in a small workshop 
only i.o be cheated out of their 
salaries by the owner who fled to 
Hanoi. Tlius, when Tct came they 
had nothing to eat and nothing 
with which to buy food. Unable 
to pay their bill, they did not 
dare stay in their boarding house. 
They decided to flee Tet and kill 
lime in pago(ias and temples, 
which would be crowded with 
pilgrims on Tet eve. Jnfortunately, 
when they came to Vcn pagoda, 
;L robbery happened ·which 
brought on a police raid. They 
hurried :l"\vay, thus arousing the 
suspicion of the police who madt' 
straight for them - and so the 
bursts of firecrackers whiCh 
ushered in the Lunar Ne\\" Year 
fonn(l them running for their lives 
to get away from the police. So 
"that night, we, three skilled 
v·lorker.'i, were forced to sneak 
into. An Duong cemetery and take 
shelter in a tomb. " 

In this tomb, a question kept 
haunting them: why were they so 
mi~erable despite their working 
abilities! Then one day in Spring 
1928, "an unprecedented event 
stirred up public opinion in Hai~ 
prong: leaflets of the Viet iVam 
Thanh Nitn Cach Mang Dong Chi 
Hoi (Viet Nam Revolutionary 
Youth Le£\.gue) (3) appeared every­
where calling on the people to 
overthrow the capitalists, colonial­
ists and feudalists in order to 
wrest back factories for the 'York­
ers and land for the peasants. 
v.,.Je didn't know where these leaf­
lets came from, but they kept on 
appearing and attracted us as a 
magnet does iron. From th('n on, 
we often got together to discuss 
the situation and kept a sharp 
eye out for new developments. 
Something was going to happen; 
that's what we all expected. And 
aboYe all, we were ~U1xious to 
make contact with Secret Societies. 
Our friends ,,,,ere numerous and 've 
went to different places to try to 
find members of those societies 
but without success. Vle cyen sold 
our clothes to get money to send 
our friend Buu to Hongai for a 
clue. But BUll took a long tiJD.c 
to reply ..• " 

(() Now President oj the 

DRVN. 

(2) Vow Fia-President 01 the 
riet Sam FedeMti011 0/ Trade 

Unions. 
(3) Founded by President Ho 

Chi .1Hinh in February 1925. The 
seat of its Central Committee was 

in Canlon (China) . 
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Ito wa •. no~ ~IY'1'1I< Jevolution 

which was· try.fng to draw in the 
masses, the wor1ting people them~ 
selves were reaay for the revo­
lution and actively looking for it. 
This helps explain the vigorous 
grovlI-th of the movement. When 
Hoa 'vas finding jobs first in an 
oil company, then in the cement 
plant and then the brick fc.ctory, 
the young workers were already 
on the right tracks, believing that, 
it tile)! went forward bravely with 
their own struggle the revolution 
would come to them. And this is 
what effectively happened. When 
such workers joined the movement, 
they brought along with thetn a 
spirit which closely bound the 
movement with life itself. 

"I plunged headlong into the 
organization's activities, continued 
Hoa's memoirs, \vith all the pent­
up energy accumulated during 
long years of misery and oppres­
sion. Tireless and fearless, with 
all the inherent advant2.ges of 
being workers among workers, 
my friends and I animated the 
movement in Ha Ly quarter. It 
was not that we had exceptional 
talents, but simply b~cause we 
were zealous and our force was 
always very big. My friends were 
those who had been through fire 
and water together and remained 
true to each other. We had work­
ed in every factory and Ii ved in 
every corner of Haiphon.g. We had 
had full trust in each other, even 
before joining the revolution. 
Now, in our mutu<ll activities, 
this trust was continually 
strengthened. " 

Confided to the workers, 
the reVOlutionary leaflets were 
in good hands: "The workers 
were ingenious distributors of 
leaflet. Someone would stick 
a bundle of leaflets on the 
conveyer belt. When the ma­
chines were started up the 
leaflets would be scattered all 
round the workshop during work­
ing hours without incriminating 
any particular person. Others 
would put them on the rooi of a 
car so that when the car moved 
they would be blown onto the 
streets. Sometjmes, they would 
boldly cut off the electric current 
and take advantage of the black­
out to distribute leaflets through­
out the factory. " 

From the first leaflets that they 
received, several workers began 
to familiarize themselves with 
written words. The leaflets were 
used as spelling texts for them 
in study courses conducted by 
their fellow workers. .'. 
4 

Late in 1928, public opmlOn 
in the whole country was aroused 
by the French recruitment of 
labourers for the rubber planta­
tions in French Caledonia and 
the other French - controlled 
islands. A newspaper of that time 
wrote: " The recruitment of 
coolie labour is 2-n immoral but 
very lucrative enterprise. At the 
late!;t price estimates, every 
recruit brings the entrepreneur a 
profit of at least IS piastres. 
According to official statistics, 
40,000 coolies are shipped to the 
Pacific islands every year. No 
wonder that Mr. Bazin is carrying 
on his negotiations with the Gov­
ernment ... " (the follOWing pas­
sage was deleted by French 
censorship). 

The whole of the Northern 
countryside, reduced to poverty 
by colonialist and feudal exploi­
tation and continuous natural 
calamities, was teeming with 
recruitment agents. In Thai 
Binb, some peasants were induced 
to sign up as workers in the 
towns. Wnen they learned that 
they ''''ere, in fact. recruited as 
coolies, they demanded to return 
home and were beaten to death 
by the agents. Brought to trial, 
the agents got away with a mere 
suspended sentence for "unin­
tentional homicide. " 

Poll tax was levied on male 
adults at a rate of 2.5 piastres 
each. The village chiefs of An 
Lap and Xa Cat, two villages in 
Thai Binh province, sold recruiters 
official demands for peasant 
forced labour at 10 piastres a head. 
The French, mandarins, village 
notables and overseers vied with 
each other to rob the poor and 
to trade in yellow-skinned people. 

The situation was critical. The 
Viet Nam Revolutionary Youth 
League issued leaflets as a call 
to the peasants: 

"Compatriots! Compatriots! 
We've borne enough misery! 

We've suffered enough poverty! 

The French colonialists occupied 
our country and reduced us to buf­
faloes and horses. They exploit 
and oppress us ruthlessly: forced 
lubour, heavy taxes, murder, 
imprisonment. Now they are try­
ing to trick us so that they can 
send us to work as coolies in their 
rubber plantations in the Pacific 
islandg. They want to use our 
flesh and blood to fertilize their 
rubber trees, Don't be taken in by 
their devilish schemes. Com paw 
triots! Stand together and fight 
for your right to return to your 
village! 

Front page 0/ Do (Red), an 
underground newspaper. This issue 
dated October 30, 1929 expresses 
the desire of the revolHtionary move­
ment for the immediate founda­
tion of a Communist Party. 

Down with the colonialist 
recruitment of labour! " 

The leaflets were distributed 
along Route No. I and Route NO.5, 
and at the landing places for ferry 
boats sailing to Nam Dinh and 
Haiphong. 

Doan Van Trien, a member of 
the Vietnamese Nationalist Party 
(VNQDD) (4), one of those involv­
ed in the assassination of Bazin -
later, when he \vas deported to 
Poulo Condor island he became 
converted to Communism 
recalled that his friends in the 
YNQDD looked on the Com­
munists' release of leaflets as an 
infantile game, a manifestation of 
cowardice and a lack of fighting 
spirit. It was partly in order to 
show their own revolutionary 
methods that the VNQDD decided 
to take action. 

(4) A Party consisting mainly 
of petty-bourgeois, patriotic and 
reformist elements. Its revolution­
ary dynamism practicallY ended 
after the Yen Bai uprising (Fe­
bruary 1930). Many of its members 
later joined the Communist Party. 
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The last day::> of the Year of 
the Dragon (I 929) was drifting 
away to be replaced by the Year 
of the Snake. The Hanoians had 
just finished making their offerings 
at the altars of their ancestors. 
The city Was echoing with the 
banging of fi recrackers. All this 
noise covered the sound of three 
gunshots. "It was Saturday, Fe~ 
bruary 9. At 19.30 hours, as he 
was leaving IIO Hue Street, after 
visiting a girl friend, Miss Ger­
maine Garcel, employee of the 
Grands Magasins Riunis (French~ 
owned general department store'), 
Mr. Bazin, director of the recruit~ 
ment of coolies, was hit by three 
shots just as he was on the point 
of entering his car. Just before he 
was shot, two young men had 
been seen handing him a note 
written in French: "Vampire. 
You are scattering Vietnamese 
over all corners of the globe." 
(Report from a newspaper of that 
time). 

After the assassination of Bazin, 
the French tried to mislead public 
opinion by attributing the cause 
of the incident to competition 
among recruiters of coolie labour. 
They used this as 2, pretext to 
arrest some of the sons of Bach 
Thai Buoi (5). Then, they rounded 
up the members of the VNQDD: 
40 soldiers, 39 businessmen, 37 
landowners, plantation owners and 
medical practitioners, 36 teachers, 
10 shop assist'otnts, 6 students and 
2 teachers of Chinese characters. 

Then came the treachery of 
Sergeant Duong, a member of the 
VNQDD Central Committee, 
whose father was a Frenchman. 
Duong disclosed all that he knew 
to the French. A sum of five 
thousand piastres ,vas offered for 
the capture of Nguyen Thai Hoc, 
the Party Chief. Bebveen the end 
of March and the beginning of 
April, the French Security Bureau 
made another round-up at the 
"Viet Nam Hotel", the fund­
raising enterprise of the VNQDD. 

.** 
While the V N Q D D sought 

funds in hotel-keeping,. the Youth 
League kept a garage and car-hire 
firm in Hanoi at No. 20, General 
Bichot Road (today Ea..'>tern Gate 
Street) as a source of financial 
support and a liaison centre. It 
was looked after by Do Ngoc Du . 
alias Phicm Chu, who may well 
be considered our Party's first 
economics cadre. Still in his twen~ 
ties, Phiem Chu had great gift 
for organisation. At his request, a 
number of first-class mechanics 
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were sent in by the League to 
serve as his assistants. Among 
them was Tran Trong Hoan a 
skilled turner at the Nam Thnh 
Textile Mill. Not only was he 
highly reputed for his craftsman­
ship at every factory where he 
had worked, he was also known 
as a staunch fighter and a highly­
valued cadre. When the French 
made a Ifid on the shop, he was 
arrested. '"Though savagely tortur­
ed, he said nothing about the 
Par~y, insisting that he Was only 
a hued employee, thus enabling 
Phiem ehu to make his escape 
and obliging the Criminal Court 
o~ Kien An province to acquit 
him on the grounds of insufficient 
proof. Following his release, Hoa.n 
be~e th~ Party Secretary for 
Haiphong, Just at a time when 
the revolutionary movement was 
facing its gravest difficulties. As 
for Phiem Chu, he really knew 
about business. With very limited 
funds he bought broken-down 
old cars, had them repaired and 
put them into use again. His cars 
went regularly to and fro on the 
roads between Hanoi and the 
northern frontiers. Thus, he ful­
filled the twofold task of estabJish~ 
ing a COmmunication network and 
raising funds for the League. 

No one now remembers ho"\v 
many cars there were at our 
" base" at No. 20, General Bichot 
Road. But we may have an idea 
about the number from the fact 
that Phiem Chu could manage to 
carryall the provincial delegates 
in his own cars to an important 
All-Tonkin Conference held at 
Borel plantation in Ba Vi (now in 
Ha Tay province) in April 1929. 

*** 
Events began to move quickly. 
At this juncture, though, the 

National Committee of the Youth 
League had not agreed on the 
founding of a Communist Party. 
This was told us by Tran Van 
Cung (6) in a report to the Bac 
Ky Youth League Committee on 
his return from Hong Kong in 
January 1929 where he Was sup­
posed to be attending a prepara 
tory meeting for a National 
Congress of the League (the 
preparatory meeting did not, in 
fact, take place as planned). This 
ne'vs, however, couJd not prevent 
the progressive elements of the 
League wilo were in control of 
the Bac Ky Committee from 
forming the first communist cell 
at a meeting at No. 5D Ham 
Long Street in Hanoi. But they 
continued to use the Bac Ky Com­
mittee as the vehicle through 

which to direct the revolutionary 
movement. 

;rhe All-Tonkin Conference of 
the. Youth League at Borel plan­
t,!-bon marked a unanimity of 
VIews of the most nUmerous divi. 
sion for Ky) of the three divisions 
of Viet Nam. On the question of 
founding the Party, there was 
keen discu."sion which lasted 
throughout the final night of the 
Conference. Everyone was eager 
to see the Party founded. Finally, 
the Conference endorsed the 8-
man Ham Long cell's proposal on 
how to proceed with the matter. 
Under this p~oposal, the question 
would be raised at the National 
Congress '''hen all ihe three 
divbions and the Central Com­
mittee wo:u1d be represented. In 
t~ meantlD~e, the Bac Ky Com­
m~ttee deCIded to .push ahead 
With the "proletarianization" 
campaign (7), develop the workers' 
and peasants' associations inten­
sify communist educati~n and 
step up the struggle of the mas­
s~s. At the same time prepara­
hons would be made for the 
founding of the Party; the Ham 
Long .. nucleus" Was entrusted 
with drafting the Party mani­
fes~o, political programme, regu­
latIOns and draft olganizational 
structure. 

:.11. The Conference decided to 
dispatch a 4·man delegation 
including Tran Van Cung and 
Ngo Gia Tu (8) to the Youth 
League National Congress, due to 
be held in May 1929, in Hong 
Kong. 

(5) One 0/ the first Vietnamese 
bourgeois engaged in shipping and 
mine exploitation Who was made 
bankrupt by the colonial adminis­
tration. 

(6) Alias Quoc Anh, one of the 
eight fou.nders of the Nrst comnw­
nist cell in Viet Nam (end 0; 
Alarch 1929). 

(7) ~lIembers of the Viet Nam 
Revolutionary You,th Leagtt~ had, 
since 1928, to work in factories, 
mines, plantations, etc., in order 
to train themselves and to engage 
in agitation and organizational 
work among tke workers. 

(8) Ngo Gia Tu, alias Ngo Si 
Quyet, an outstanding leader of the 
Indochinese Communist Party, 
one of the founders ot the first 
communist cell, Secretary of the 
Nam Ky Party Comm£ttee·. He 
was arrested by the colonial admin~ 
istration at the end ot I930 and 
was killed at sea in an attempted 
escape from Poulo Condor in 
January 1935-

5 



Sgo G£a Ta, one oj the 
founding membM's 0/ the 
Communist Party of 

It/dochimt 

An issue of Bua Liem 
(Hammer and Sickle), 
central organ 0/ the PaI'ty 

No, 3D Ham LOHg Street, 
of/ice of tile first eMfi-

tIlHnist cell in FiarlOi 

.\<; tbe Central Commis~ion for 
the Study of Party history has 
remarked, the objectiYc necessity 
of founding a genuine political 
party of the working class ",,,,<,,s 
not recognized at that time by 
all the national leadership of the 
League;" The national le-.tdenhip 
\'-as too far distant and \\~as out 
of touch with the situation within 
tbc country. Some deleg:',te" from 
Tnmg Ky and Nam Ky supported 
the moves to establish the Party 
but the m8jority of delf'gates from 
these 1\"0 divisions lJaci not fully 
grasped the urgency of the ques­
tiOll. The political ideology and 
degraded conduct of Lam Due 
1'11u (9) also helped to delay the 
historical proccs:::. 

Facing the Bac Ky delegates' 
wsolute demand for the founding 
of the P~Lrtv. Lam Due TIlU macIc 
maximum 'USf' of his ~'.uthoYity: 
"'--\s Cha.irman of the Congress, I 
of'clare a suspension on all discus­
sion on the question of founding 
a Communist party. \'Vhoever 
wisl:(',,, to form such ::In organiza­
tion ll1av 1(,2,Y<' antI discuss it 
some\\-heJ'c else." 

Fully conscious of the historical 
significance of the foun(ling of the 
Communist Party, Ngo Gia Tu, 
after a brief exchange of ideas 
with Tran Van Cung, rose to his 
feet and saiJ: "On behalf of 
more than goo Bac Ky members 
out of ovex 1,.500 members of the 

6 

whole country, In' haw' put for· 
ward our proposal but we haw' 
failed to win the Congress ap· 
proval of it. If we remain here, 
we don't know what account We' 

shall give to tho~'e who have 
mandated us to form a Communist 
Party. As we cannot fulfil our 
mandate, we declare our dissocia· 
tion from the Congress," 

Lam Due Tim 'was taken by 
surprise. He frowned. Comrade 
Tu looked into his eyes and then 
turned to address his' fello,v·dele­
gates; "We m'cd to study com­
munism together in the past. \\'c 
will meet ag;'lin in our work so 
long as we still share a common 
cause. " 

So they walked out. This was 
a courageous action on tJ,('ir part, 
all the more so as another of the 
Bac Ky uclegate::-, Duong Hac 
Dinh (10). frightened by Lam 
Due Thu'R authority. deceived bv 
his trickery and fearing tlla t onc(­
a\vay from Thu he would have no 
money for the journey home, final­
ly decided to remain with TIm. (In 
later years, Dinh "';',s to o.ink 
~ ven deeper in the mires of be­
trayal), Comrades Tn. Cung and 
"Nguyen Tnan alias Kim Ton. 
another member of the Ba.c Ky 
de1('gatioll. with barely twC'nty 
piastres in their pocket:::, "'ere 
now to be seen '..-andering ;\ round 
Hong Kong, TIlU's "domain", 

where cornrad(' Cung had once 
been with him for some time; he 
ha.d uisliked his luxurions stvk 
of hfe in his comfortable house 
on the hill but had nen:'r suspect­
ed tJlat TIlU might turn out to 
be a traitor. But even then botll 
Cung and Tu hacl kept thei r 
distance from Thu. Now, although 
they had 'ittle money, they had 
to spend that night in a hotel 
rOOlll. Having lockpo themsch'e:-. 
in, tlley took care to hang a cop­
per basin onto the knob of the 
door hoping this .... vould gi ve them 
some \\'arning in case Thu might 
send his agent~ to as-.;assinate 
them. 

In the end Tu ,,-as able to 
borrow some money to co ..... er the 
journey home from n Vietnamrse 
,,'ho ,\'as teaching in p(,j·hai. 
The teacher agreed to lend tl]em 
money on condition that 1H; was 
to be refunded immediately after 

(9) Jlelllbcf 0/ the Central Com­
mittee of the r-iet "Vam Re(.'o/u­
tionary l'onth J,eague, ,hi oppor· 
Innis!, he did a lot 0/ harlll to 
the Central C(>IIr~nittee's adi,-ilil's 
and later betrayed the Leag'i/c, 

(raj J!Cl'nber of the Ra, !lv 
Committee ot the Rn'olutional'Y 
l'ollth D'ague, A/tl'r being erpellcd 
from the [,eagur, hi ,,('as ant-sled 
by the Frt"l1ck colonialists and late}' 
worked tOY them. 
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Tu arrivc(\ home. On t:le1r arri­
val in Haiphong, Tu asked Mrs. 
Vinh, a nur,"e ,md " sympdhizer 
of the Youth Le::lgue, for help. 
Shf~ ul1hesitatii1~ly uisposed of her 
wedding b~'accJets for the sum 

Tu wanted. 

Back in Hanoi, Tu nnd .Cung 
made a report on their mlS';lOn 
,'nd issu('ri a statement on their 
rlis_.,:ociation from the Youth 
Congress. The pioneer communi;;t 
cell PlOW less Duong H;:;c Dinh. 
f'xpclled, but y,'ith t'\vo new mem­
ber,::, Nguyen P:'long Sac (II) and 
Tran Tu Chinh .1.,lias Ba.ng Thong) 
proce-edcd with the prep:u:l.iion'i 
for tIle foundin:.?; of the P<irty. 

. The drafting of donments under 
the carf) of Trin:] Dinh Cuu (12) 

and NgllYlnl DJ.c Can:l (13) had 
been to some c::tent completed. 

In Drccmber 1972, tlle U.S. 
impcri~-Lli.sb bombed Kham Thien 
Stred (Hanoi), thousands of our 
fellO\v-coilntrymen '\yere killed 
or "'ounded, awl thousands of 
hou;:.es ,\vere destroyed on the 
Olld-numbcred side of the street. 
The only h011se with an even 
number which was destroyed was 
the No. 312. It w,>,s here that 
twenty delegate~ of the newly 
founded communist organizations 
in Bac Ky decided to found the 
Communist Party of Indochina 
(14) on June I7, 1929. Thc Contcr­
ence was ;lcld for several days 
during which the delegates adopt­
ed the Manifesto which set forth 
the fundament<'.ls of Communi~;m, 
analysed the dtuation in the 
country and criticized the other 
groups viewpoints while refuting 
the alleg<-.tions of enemy propa­
ganda. Here the str:'ttegy and 
tactics of the Vietnamese revolu­
tion \yen~ uraftul. Lacking the 
time to go more deeply into every 
problem, the conference only 
adopted ,,"orne slogan>:; which sum­
marized the Party's polilical pro­
gramme. The Conference a.lso 
,\yorked out the Party regulations 
based on the model regUlations 
of the T1inl Communist [llterna­
tio~a1. After the tounding of the 
Party, the le2.ders \,,'ere sent to 
variou::: p~.rts of t:1C country to 
set up ne'y party branches. They 
decided to moet ag?in on the fol­
lowing Tet to develop the party's 
line and make it more concrete. 

"The birth of the Communist 
Party of Indochina gave a great 
impetus to the Communist move­
ment in Indochina." (Forty-five 
years' activities 0/ the Viet Nam 
Workers' Party, edited by the 
Central Commission for the Study 
of Party History). 

While the Communist Party of 
Indochina was being founded, 

)"'I:Hch rQ7S 

public opmlOn in the cO'..1ntry '.\",'..5 
anxiously following the cour."c of 
some trials '\vhich were being held. 
The French rulers forced the 
ne,\vsp3pers to make daily n.-ports 
on the cases. In addition to this 
long-term poll v to terrorize tile 
people, the G-'_wernor Geno-ral 
Pa;>quier wa'> intensifying ;js re­
pressive measures. In eelrly J,lly. 
1929 when the Nguyen ~\n ~ i:1h 
(IS) c~se was broug'lt to (our in 
Nam Ky, the VNQDD Was stz'.l1d­
ing tri,d in B~l..C Ky. At be 
trial, :rdr. Ninh appeared we:tring 
a white jro.cket and holding a tHblc 
cloth in his hcmd; he was b:uc­
footed. During the trial, a young 
man twmed Pham Van Kiem 
whipped out a pistol and fired i\t­

tl1e face of the French jUdge. 

At the trial of the VNQDD in 

Hanoi, from July 3rt! to 7l:1, 1929, 
the pre:"ic1ing judge W(1.S Bride. In 
this trial we were to see clucrlv 
all the devious tricks of this judge. 
He had studied carefully ;-tll the 
files and documents relating to 
tho case. When he needed ;:J!1V 

material, he sent a man over .,:t 
once to tho Archives Department 
01 the Governor General's Office 
to fetch it. Anh with the original 
text in h<:md, he que,:;tioned the 
defendants and argued with them 
in order to prove the intellectual 
superiority of France. He cleverly 
confronted the VNQDD I92S 
reguhtion::; with those of I929, in 
an attempt to divide the ranks o{ 
those standing trial, and sho,v up 
the inconsistent and vague charac~ 
ter of their party's line (16). 

The hardest blow dealt at the 
VNQDD was t:le disclosure of tbe 
case of the" Viet Nam Hotel ". 
Bride made public a letter written 
by Nguyen Van Lung, alias Giao 
Lung {Teacher Lung), who had 
been manager of the hotel in suc­
cession to Nguyen Van Kinh (Kinh 
hmI bef'n smpected of betraying 
the party and murdered by Ky 
Con (Little Ky) at the Botanic;:tl 
Garden). In hi" letter, sent to ti'e 
VNQDD Hanoi Committee, Lung 
complained that the party was in 

danger of going bankrupt due to 
the fact that many members 
brought UH:ir {rien~ls and re1atives 
to the hotel to dme anrl refused 
to pay. Somo of them had brought 
prostitute,; to the hotel. and occu­
pied rooms to smoke opIUm. Cor­
ruption and waste ,\vas rampant 
and the whole pl.'.rty organization 
was in disorder. Secret agents 
had managed to worm their way 
into its inner council~. The 
party's budget suffered :l. deficit of 

2,000 piasters. Th~ prosecut~r 

remarked in conclu.slOn: "In tbs 
new type highwaymen's tavern, 

cxtn:vag<lnc-e, drinking, prostitu­
tion ,md revolution went hand in 
hand. " 

T:w good clements in the 

VNQDD W:'10 were still at large 
dccHed to re';tore the party's 
rcpubtion. Nguyen Thai Hoc was 
!--;,i\'('l1 a tWenty-yeal: pri;on sen­
tt'nce in absentia. 

As NgUY('il Thai Hoc was out­
i;nYNl, the p:'lrty elected To Chan, 
comrade To Hieu's ([7) elder 
brother, as the head of the party. 
He determined to achieve the 
supreme objective of the VNQDD 
:lL that time - the assa!'dnation 
of Go~'crnor General Pasquier. 
As the attelnpt failed he was ~en­
tenced to life imprisonment. But 
this prison sentence b.ter brought 
To Chan to the side of Ngo Gh 
Tu, and this i,<; the image of To 
Gum Y;C shall always remember­
th;\t of t:;e s\:,l,unch Communist 

~-"ho ~tood firm by the "iue of Ngo 
Cia Tu. 

(to be continued) 

THEP MOl 

(II) ]\.Jember 01 the Central 
COJJlmittee of the Communist Party 
of Indochina, (The Bac Ky cont­
munist organization) and later 
member 01 the Indochinese Commu­
nist Party. He led the Soviet 
movement in Nghc rinh i;t 1930' 
1931. He was arrested and k£lted 
£n "lI,Jay 1931 by the colonial ad­

ministration. 
(I2) One vf the founders of the 

first commHnist cell. 

(13) One of the f01mders 0/ the 
first commHnist cell, memher of the 
Central Comm.ittee of the Commu­
nist Party of Indochina, hr. was 
in charge of the Tong Cong Hoi 
Do (the Federation of Red Trade 

Unions) . 
(1.+) Ccmnw,nist organiziltion 

founded all JHl1e I7, I929 largely 
by memJ:ers of the first commnnist 
celt in Hanoi. Its forcrnnner was 
the Fiet Nam Revotutionary Yot-tth 
r~cagtte. It operated mainly in 
BaG [{y and in the 1lOrthcr» prov­

in(;cs of T"lIng Ky. 

(15) A p:driot ,Jho eHiol'cd a 
great prestige among the prcgres­
siv"~ intelligentsia of tho time. 

(i6) In its I928 cons[it1tti~l1. 

the V NODD ad,}Qcated the" sOCIa! 
democratic" rev\;lHtion. In f929 
-it adopted the s/.o~ans of the 
French revolution: l1'herty, eqnol­
ily and fraternity. 

(IJ) .1Iemher of the Bac Ky 
Committee of the Coml1wnist 
Pa-ytv of Indochina. Arrested hy 

the colonial administration he was 
deported to Poulo Condor and 
then to Son La prison and died 

in jlarch I944· 
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People's Militiawoman 

and Party Member 

171/ thi Thanh Nham. 28, is depldy-chie/ oj the people's militia oj .:.Vghia Thang commune, Xam Ha province. 

In the resistance war against US aggression, she 
distingHished herself in many exploits chiefly in the destruction of magnetic bombs by rudimentary nU'.ans. 

She was made heroine oj the people's arm td forces 
on September 3. 1973. 

Militiawoman 

SHE went to see Chillh off. She 
would have liked to go in 
place of her younger brother 

or at least to join up on the same 
day as he. She, whose stormy 
temper was well known around 
that region at the mouth of t]le 
River Ninh, now appeared to be 
feeling anxious. 

Soon Johnson unleashed his 
aero-naval war against North 
Viet Nam. Living on the seacoast, 
she and her fellow villagers 
quickly realized the cruel and 
odious chamcter of the enemy. 
Each time she saW squadrons of 
planes flying over her village to 
bombard Hanoi or Nam Dinh, 
she felt a lump in her throat. 
She made up her mind to join the 
people's militia. 

s 

Everything was new for her 
in the people's militia. Certainly, 
it was more difficult than learn­
ing how to till the land and the 
men would make fun of her 
whenever she was a,\'k\"rard at 
carrying out one of the regulation 
movements. However the company 
leader and other militia-l~romen -
the old hands - did everything 
they could to help her. Little by 
little she revealed herself as 
someone of intelligence and effi­
ciency. At the end of the course, 
she passed the exam with flying 
colours and was appointed a 
platoon leader. 

The young men were leaving 
for the front in greater and greater 
number. The rural administra.tion 
decided to set up a section of 
militiawomen and ch05e her to 
command it. First of all she had 
to find somc new recruits. It \yas 
not an easy job. However she was 
confident of success - the young 
village ,vomen were brave and 
hard-working, they were putting 
up a good show in their houses in 
the absence of their husbands. 
And then "if men can handle a 
gun, why not women?" She 
knocked at every door. 

"Sorry, I've a. baby and my 
husband is away. I'm busy ail 
the time", rc-plieci Khai, a 
Catholic. 

"We'll help you do the house­
work", Nham insisted. "You 

only have to attend drills and 
meetings regularly. you'll be 
exempted from patrol duty and 
night watch. At the front. your 
husband ..,yill be only too pleased 
to lea-rn th(l,t you are also taking 
part in thc common fight." 

HQ\veyer the others were not 
so easily persuaded. Nham realized 
that she must practise ''''hat she 
preached by finding it balance 
between her activities in the 
militia, production and house· 
work. Her f;lmily was short­
handed. Her father, <I fisher· 
man, sometimes kept at spa for 
months on end. She had to do 
everything alone - '''-or king at 
the cooperative. caring for her old 
mother and looking after the 
house. Every evening ·was taken 
up by militia activities so she 
could only work in t1H:~ dav 
time. She willingly accepted th-c 
most difficult jobs, working in 
the hardest ,vinter days or late 
into the night, so as to be able 
to get a number of work-points 
equal to those of an average 
worker. When she was on night 
duty she ''''ould work at sunsct- or 
before the sun rose to grow azol1a 
for the cooper?tive or look after 
her pigs and poultry. At noon, 
she did miscellaneous works at 
home and attended to her kitchen 
garden. Whenever she had a fe\\' 
moments free she would lend a 
hand to large families or those 
whose father was at the front. 

VIET JlAM COURIE!< 


