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The Cormuaist Kovement in Vietnam, 1930~1954
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T¢ has besa nearly half a century gince the birth of ths commumst
pavement in Vietnam, The road has not alway;s been an easy ona’d years © of
harrassment bty French eolonial suthorities; two snarting dei‘ealts during the
dacade imrediataly preceding the Secend World Var; the Lfoap #nd frequently
bloody war of resistance against the French after the Pacific War; the frustratinz
peace at Ceneva in 1951 capped off by the arrival of the Americans to replzce
the French. Thens of course, twe more inconzlusive decades of strupgle in an
offort to seize the South, On the wholes however, the history of the commrnist
rovement in Vieitnam has been & saga of successs a chronicle of the rise of a
grall and elitist revclutionary orgardigation in French=controlled Indochine to
a'highly effactive politiezl rovemsnot capable of comtrolling half of the popu—
lation of Yietnam and comtesting seriously for control over the entire nation.

Yhat is the secret of the extraordinary succass of conmunisa in VietnamV
Wizy has the conmundst movement been so successful in recent decades, not ordy
zgainst its internal rivals, but also against the fighling forces of two powsl-
ful ﬂe.starn nations? Questions such as these 1lie bohind the ssarch for the

- mazning of the presert conflict in Vietnan, and a small but growing body of

ocholars is at work in an effort to find answers. AY this point, scholar—

ship on Vietnamess ccemunism is ¢+311 at a relatively primitive leﬁl {comparsdy
. for exavple, with the wast amount of material_s_ available on compunism in China),

tut the gaps in our knowledge are gradually being filled and we aro now at

the point where we can bezgin to draw sow® tentaumve conclusicns.

The present pager cannot by auy means attempt to provide ... L.
conclusivesanswars Lo the questions above, Rathers it is an attempt to lock
at one aspoct of the prohblem, to draw togetter some of the firdings of recent
scholarship in an effort to tracs the historical development of the strategy
which over the years has served to forge the communist movement inte a
highly effective revolutlonary erganization, perhaps ths rost effective

political weapon of 1ts %ind in contemperary Southeast Asia. The approach



wsed here is unblushingly historical, for the strategy which hasbeen used to
guch great effect apainst the Saigon goverrment and its American ally in the
last two decades did not ererge full-blown with the birth of the first
Marglst-leminist party in Vietnam, Like its ideological counterpart in China,
the Vietnamese communist movement has developed its present revolutionary
strategy only as a result of painful years of trial and errors of dizzy suc-
cess and frustrating failure, Lnd the movement tbda_v, in a very real sBnse,
is a3 product of those forty-odd years of growthe

The present assessment is based on a variety of sources, in France, in the
United States, and within the cormunist .mvcment in Vietnam. <he latter source
i3 particularly useful, for historians of the DeR.V. appear to approach the
task of understanding the history of the movement with a minirmum of ideclagmical
‘dogmatisme. Most important, however, have been the newly-released archival
materials available at the old ¥inistry of Colomles in Pards, some of which
(particularly reports by the French _s_?_g;_e_}_’_c_é in Indochina) throw considerable
1ipht on communist activities during the vitally important periocd before tho
Second Yorld ‘l'far.l Unfortunately, ths French arclives are not open for tle
period after the war; nor has ‘research on the per‘iéd of the Framco=Vietminh
. eonflict by communist hist,orie:ns in North Vietnam been as tenadious to get at the
Mpathe » Our picture of communist strategy during the post-war period,therefore,
4s in some respects more speculative. Hopefully,this protlem will Ee remedied
in tre mear future.

Plantinz the Se=d of Marxism Fron a gonceptual point of view, it might

be said that Vietnamese cormunism was born in-1920, when 1aenj.n emnclated
Ms "Theses on the National and Colonlal Questions™ at the Second Congress
of the Communist International in Moscow. For lenin's famous theses were
the first serious attempt by a Euro‘pean corrmunist leader to adapt Marx's
doctrine of class strugglo to the predominantly agrarian, pre-capitalist
societies in Asia. Until 1920, the Marxist doctrine of social revolution
was gensrally seen to have relevance only to the capltalist Teste With

Lonint's theses, Harxism thereby de-ﬁlomd broad world implicatlions, for com—
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mnist movements could now be formed and play a meaningful role in
gtimulating social change in Asian societies even before the advent of
capitalism. The key to successs above all, liy in Lenin's concept of

a "four-class alliance", by which the small Asian working class (led
by its vang'uard organization, the local commuaist party) could form
alliances with other progressive and anti~impzrialist classes (the peas-
antry, the petty bourgeoisie, and the nationat boprgeoisie) against the
correon encmies of Asian feudalism and Western imperialism. Once this
four—-class alliance {or, in more practical teims, the tourgeois—led
nationalist movements which had already come ‘into existence in opposition
to colonialism in Asia) had, with the active but independent cooperation
of the communisl. pai-ty, overthrown the coloniil regime, the "bourgeois: -
democratic® revulution would then "grow over® into a socialist revolution
led by the proletariat and the communist part;r. At that point, power would
be seized from 1he indipenous middle class.

Viewed in the abstract, Lenin's thesesseem:d like a fairly simple ard
straightforward approach to the creation of a communist movement in Asia.
In practice, of cowse, the "four-class alliance" concept presented a number
of difficult problems., What role should the communist party play in such
an alliance? Should it insist on plaving a leading role or accept the leader—
ship of bourgeois elements? To what extent should it subordinate its owmn Inter—
ests in the alliance? Precisely who were the 'iprogressive“ elements with
whor the party could cooperate? Finally, and most important, at what stage
should the party cease to cooperate with bourgeois elements inthe alliance
~and attempt to seize power for itself? 1In the brief years before his death,
Lanin provided sare broad guidanes, but many of these questlons evaded precise
definition. "locsl conditions” would be the determining factor.

In any events if Lenin's theses did not solve all the coming problenms
of Asian revolutionaries, they wers the decisive first step in the form—
ation of a strategy for co:mv..mist moverents in Asia. And Ia:n.in's proposals
had unleashed a chain of events which resulted half a decade later in the
formation of the first truly darxist political organization in Vietr;lam.




For it was as a result of reading a French-lanpuage version of the theses

in Paris that the young Nguyen AL Quoc (lat;er to be known to the world as.
Ko Chi Yinh) decided to accept Yarxism as 2 tool for achieving the liberation
of his Vietnamese countrymen, and thus 4n 1920 became a founding member of
the French Commnist Party. And it was through the medium of Nguyen 41 Quoe
and a handful of fellow emigrés in France that commnism would be first
brought to Vietnam in the mid=1920s, News of the Dolshevik revolution

and articles on Yarxism had begun to filter into the Vietnamese press,
despite the strenuous attempts of governmental authorities to prevent the
importation of such subversive material. It was in 1925, however, that the
Mrst major step toward the building of a Vietnamese commnist party took
place. 1Inh that year, Nguyen Al Quoc, who had spent over a year receiving
training as a communist agent in-lfosccw, returned to South China as a
member of Borodin's Comintern mission to the Chinese Xuomintang, with the
assigned duty of forming the first communist movement in French Incochina.

Vietnan in 1925 was ripe for the new leadership that the young revolu-

tionary hopad t¢ provide. There had been an active resistance to French
oon’c.roi in Vietnam for several decades, most recently in the anti-French
scholar-patriot movement led by the intrepid nationalist Phan EBoi Chau.
By 1925, ‘however, Phan's movement had run its course. French oppression,
the death or impris omment of many of its leaders, the immate weakness of
jc.he movement and, finally, the arrest of Fhan himself by French police in
._19‘25, all contributed to its decline inthe mid=1920s.

The dispereal of Phan Boi Chau's movement did notmark the end of resistance
‘.t,o French rule in Vietnam. A new generation of Vietnamese « urban, middle
_cla;ss, increasingly Westernized in schooling and outlook, was beginning to
form in the big cities. This new gemsration - and particularly the sons and
daughter of the traditional mandarin elite - conmtimed to sense its obligatim
to serve the proud heritage of Vietnam. In 1925, however, this inchoate
sense of national identity lacked a concrete political focus. There were a
few quasi-political parties like the moderate Saigon-based Constitutionalist
Party under Bui Quang Chieuw and its slightly rore radical courterpart, the
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Youth Party; in the Center and the North, ex-prisoners and student pramps in
the major urban centers made a few tentative elforts to orpanize. This natim=
alist effervescence lacked any real coherence, however. Factionalism, region—
alism, and vacillation over strategy and tactics kept the various groups

from finding common ground, and although the culonial authorities keptan

eye on their activities, they presented no serious challenge to French rule.2

The Revolutionarv Youth leapue The disorganized character of Vietnamese

pationalism presented Hguyen Al Quoc with a glowing opportunity to build a
cormurd st organization which would become the leading element in a vast
anti-colonial movement dedicated to achieving 4ational independence. By

all indicationss Nguyen atte@ted to follow leain's instructions to the

letter. In early 19-25 he began patiently to assemble his following =

small groups of exiles in South China, rgmants of Fhan Boi Chau's old
organization in Vietnam now left leaderlesswith the arrest of the old patrict -
and in June he formed the first avowedly Varxist political organization in

Vietnam = the Revolutionary Youth League (Viet ¥am Thanh Nien Cac lenh

Dong Chi Hoi)e In recognition of the fact that most of the founding

members had only a nodding acquaintance with Yarxist-Leninist theory and
practice, the new organization did not formally consider itself a commnist
pa‘rty.- Tts goals were general, stressing patriotism and only the basics of
Marxist theory. Its headguarters were located in South China, but it aimed
at building up a dedicated membership from ali progressive classes in all
areas of Vietnam. Within two years it had become one of the largest and
most cohesive secret political organizations in Vietnam.

Creating a Marxdst revolutionary party in Wfietnam was only half of the prob-
lem, of course, The broader and perhaps more difficult task was to mould
an effective anti-colonial force out of the disparate naticnalist groups
in the three reglons of Vietnam. Ironically, shortly after liguven Al Quoc
formed Ms League, the disarray in the nationalist movemenb began to evapor—
ate as two new nationalist parties arose = one in the Center and the other

in the North = and both for a time became active rivals of tﬁe league for sup-
port among patriotic groups 4n Vietnam. In Annam, ex—prisoners from Poulo




Cordore and radiszal students from Hanol coalesced to form a quasi-Yarxist

organization, the Revolutlonary Party, which officislly espoused Marxist
3

aims but vaclllated between revolution and reforrism,” In Tonkin, students

and workers forred in 1927 a revoluticnary payty - the Viet Mam Cuoe Dan Dang

or VNQDD - in direct imitation of Sun Yat=sen's Kuomintang in China, Unlike
the Revolutionary Party, the VNQDD leadership showed mo interest in Marxdsn
or sociall revolution, |

From the evidencé gvailable it appears thal, the League did make sporadic
asproaches to its nationalist competitors with the wltimate aim QJ? forring
an alliance. Tzlks with the Revolutionary Party took place on several
occasions, but althqugh both shared a commitment to Varxist idealss rmutual
suspicion, personal pique, and disagreement over strategy were too great
to ove-rcnr:er Tre rédical merbers ofthe Leapue distrusted the "reformist®
character of the Revolutionary Party leadership, while the md‘erates in the
latter disliked the league's tendency to vielence, The history of the
negotiations, which dragred on inte-mittently until 1930, more than
anything else serve to disclose the degrec of mutual suspicion within the
pationalist movement as a whole, and the generally inflexible attitude
of the League's Canton leadership,

Even greater problers plagued the negotiatidns with the VNQDD. The
latter, although avowedly revolutionary, was suspicious of the commrists,
and approached the possibility of alliance with considerable mistrust. Ten—
‘tative contacts took place on several occasions, but mo serious regotiations
‘ever took places and scattered evidence indicates that the fault lay with beoth
si.des.h Only with difficulty did the two parties avoid open conflict, ard
a bitter rivalry developed, particularly in the North, where the VNQDD was
strongest. By the late 1920s, the VNJDD began to identify more closely with
Chiang Kai=-shek's Kuomintang regime in China, and became more openly suspi-
clous of communism. From that point, hopes for an alllance faded.

league efforts to forge an alliancd inCochin China had mixed resultis.
Many menbers of the smaller radical partles were ultimately brought into the

league, but the most prominent party in the South = the Constitutionalists -




was considered insufficiently anti-imperialist to be & genuine prospect for
an alliance. | '

In sum, the league came up er:ﬁpty in its early efforts to create 2 large
anti-imperialist alliance under its direction. It was relatively successfut
in building up its om strength within Vietnaw, and it is probable that by
the late 1920s it had achieved a grea‘t,er" depree of influence than any of its
major rivals, but it had mot succeeded in the larger task o:{‘ forging a ngti:an—
alist alliance sufficiently pomerful w threaten French rule in Indochina.
The reasons for its partial failure were not entirely within its control,
of course. Regional bonds often took priority over the nat:.onal cause, and
personal lovalties comronly took precedence over ideological beliei‘s.

Such attitudes could not be expected to break down in the space of a few ye.1irs,
either within the league ar among its rivals. Further, the league had sore
difficulty in bidlding a mass base, ZSvidence available indicates that the
composition of the pérty was strongly middle class in background. A
gurprising numbor came from traditional scholar-gentry femilies. TVhile

there was talk of broadening the proletarian base, of reaching out to the
peasant masses, in these early years such statements represented the ideal

more than the reality; like the early communist moverent in Chinaits rerbers .
often found it hard to avoid an attitude of condescension toward the cormon
people. | -

In any event, by late 1928 the League's ‘failure to form a Lenimndst-style alliance
.b;acame less important, for the Sixth Congress lof the Comintern meesting in
July had altered the policy on forming united fronts with nationzlist sroups
in Asian socizties, Smarting under the failure of the leninist strategy in
China, where Chiang Kai-shek had struck at his communist ally in April 1927,
the Comintern issued a new world strategy for cormunist parties in wlonial
and semi-colonial societies which restricted the role of alliances with
bourgeois nationalist parties.  Assessing the vworld situation as rapidly:
reaching a period of crisis in the ca;italist world, the Comintern sugrested
that alliances with bourgeois parties in Asian socleties were dargerou::
gince much of the middle class would ultimately pull back from revolut:’




. 8

Rather, coﬁmunists were to strive for the "united front from below", to
strengthen the mass base by weaning.mass support away from rival parties’
at the base level in preparation for the revolutionary‘"high nave™ which
was sure to come in the near future. The new policy appears to have had
1{ttle effect on the strategy of the Ieagne, which had had 1ittle success
with bourgeois parties in any case, except to make it coubly cautious on
alliance with the VAQDD , mnow increacingly identified with the rencgade
Kuomdintang in China, In one area the Comintern adronished the Ieague to
improve its work - to"Bolshevize® the party by moving into the factories
in order to reduce the strongly middle class quality of the Ieague's rem-
bership. '

Svlit, Reunification and Revolt The year 1929 inaugurated a period of

rapid change in the affsirs of the commumist rovement in Vietnar, Tdeologiza
and regional strains had been evident in the organization during the first
years of its existence and erupted into full=scale o nflict in 192%.
In May, the League was scheduled to hold its Mrst party congress in Hong
Kongs and each of the main regions in Vietnam was to send delegates, In
North Vietnam dissatisfaction with League pol:iries had been on the increase,
and the regional leadership, under the prodding of Tran Van Cung, had corme
to feel that necessity for a tipghtening of therideological quality and
for the formation of a formal communist party. In early 1929, Tran Van
Cuhg’and his colleapgues formed a communist cell in Tonkin and prepared
to Bring before the Yay congress a formal proﬁbsal to transfornm the league
iﬁto a commurd st partw,

.The Tonkinese leadership had been ablé to ;in support from its regional
constituency for the proposal, tut was less successful in Hong Kong.
Although many delegates at the Congress were allegec Jysympathetic to the
proposal, the league leadership under Lam duc Thu was opposed to the idea
for a variety of reasons, and the proposal was voted down. Angered at the
rebuff, tha North Vietnzmese delegation resigned abruptly from the Congress
and returned home, where it immediately formed an Indochinese Communiét.PaIty
(ICP) in the surmer of 1929. The remaining delegates in Hong Empg, having

earlier protested that the time was rot ripe for forming a commurdst party,
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soon agreed tomove rapidly in that direction, Once it became evident that
the rebellious ICP had won considerable support from the leajue at the mass
level, the leadership of the League convened & meeting and hastily forrmed

a rival Annamite Commnist Party (ACP) in Augist. To corpound the growing
confusion, inthe Center, the radical elements in the now—disintegrating
Revolutionary Perty renamed their own organization the Indochinese Corrmundst
league. - _ | )

The details of the split and the negotiatiims reed not detaln us here.
Sufiice it to szy that for several months the three corpeting organizations
tried to discrecit the llarxist~Leninist credetials of each of its rivals
(the most usual criticism, following the fashion in Loscow, was Mendhevik)
in & series of c:harﬁes ard counter—charges. ‘“he Comintern, not surprisingly,
was aghast at the sight of squabbling Marxist factions in Yictnam and angrily
1ngtructed the three groups to megotiate a se:tlement. F¥hen éarly attempts
failed, the Comintern dispatched Nguyen A1 Quoc, who had been out of
contact with party affairs sihce mid=1927, to return to South China and, as
Comintern representative, obtain a settlement, In February of 1930, the now
veteran communist convened a secret meeting ol represretatives of the rival
factions in Hong Kong and achieved a rapid agreement on unificaticn, L5 sooth
angry egqé, he avelded assessing the blame and called for a rew party with
a new name, the Vietnam Commmnist Party (within a year, the Comintern was to
decree another name change - back to Indochinese Commmmist Party)., For
the first but certainly not the last time, Ngufen A3 Quoc had deronstrated
that unique ability to calm ruptured tempers and heal party splits, a
quality that would be so important in guaranteeing the survival and continued
developrent of the communist movement in Vietnam.

Tith the formation of an official commnist party, the roverent entered
the second stage of its brief existenca. Having inthe eyes of the Comintern
finally reached the stage of ideological maturity, it could not concemtrate
on the main task of building.up 41ts gtrength within Vietnam and preparing

for the ultimate seizure of power from theFrench. In the cmtext of the



world conditions at the time, 1t had entered its new existence at a
propitious period in the history of the modsrn world. Since the Sixth
'Concfess in 192f, the comrmumist hovement had claimed to discern the
rise of a revolutionary high wave in the capitalist world, an assurption
that attained added weight when the depreséion struck the Western world
in 1929. In the view of loscow, a high‘wave against world ca-italism and
imperialism, spurred by the econordce depression, was fast approaching and
would soon breaybut in a number of countries around the wrld. Thether
Indochina was such an arsa. the Comintern was not specific,but all coor
munist parties viere expected to prepare for the possltllity of local crisis
conditions which would present an opportunity for a seizure of povere.

As it turned out, the possibility was not long in coming in Vietnam,
for 1930 indeed marked a temporary high wave in the level of anti-French
discontent theres The first indication was an abortive revolt by the
YNQDD at military camps scattered arourd the fringe of theRed River Delia
in February., Indications are that the VNQDD leadership saw Iittle hope for
success, but was driven to action.by desperation. The ICP, scarcely formad,
did not rise in response, apparently in the belief that the situation was
pot ripe.6 Within weeks of the VNQDD uprising, however, indications of
discontent arose elsewhere. Strikes at the Phu Rieng rubber plantation
near Bien Hoa near Saigon were soon followed by work stoppages and riots

at factories at Vinh in the Center and at Ham IMnh in the Northse These

" {necidents were economic in origin, and symbolized dissaﬁisfaction with

local working conditions more than the desire for a nation-wide revolt, but
thers is no doubt that loeal cormwunist cadres, acting in accordance with
'Comintgrﬁ instructions to raise the level of consciousness among all potential-
ly rewlutionar-classes, were actively involved in stimulating the activity,.

By mid-surmer, discontent had extended to other areas throughout Vietnam
and began to involve peasants - particularly in the Ceﬁﬁer where rﬁral
areas had besen hard hit by high taxes, mandarin corruptiom, and flood con=

ditions. In early September, full-scale revolt broke out in the central

provinces of Nghe An end Ha Tinh and, under prodding by local communist
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cadres, peasant rioters soized control at the district level and began tq
establish village "soviets" wiich drove the ti-aditional leadership under
‘cover and confiscated the land of the wealthy for distribation to the
poor.7 The French rcacted swiftly to the challence with military counter—
measures and secvere 'repression against the ior:,al populace, and by early
ths next spring bad begun to bring t‘ne. situation back under control. The
soviet mvément finally collapsed in early suser, and the \_a.rea lapsed
back into sullen silence.

The fanous Nghe-~Tinh uprising of 1930-1931 has been correctly viewed as
a sigrificant point in the history of the commmist movement in Vietnza
It was at once a glorious page in tka history of the party and a seriocus
setback in its quest for power, Ip one sense it seriously weakenad the
communist movemznt and, at least temporarilv, undermined its influence in
Yietnam. On the othsr hand, it provided a model for the later developmant
of the Vietnamese revolution and, in the eyes of the party, a number of
lessons for future behavior. For our purposes, the period raises a nurber
of interesting quéstions concerming the developing strategy of the cormunist
movement and the role of the Comintern in foruaing that strategy. In the
first place, to what degree was the party - and the Comintern = responsible
for the revolt? This is not altogether an easy question to answer, both becawe
of the lack of evidence aﬁd as a matter of definition, A .ba.lanced view of
the Nghe~Tinh soviets tends to support the new that the party leadership
and the Cominternm were only indirectly méponsible for the uprising. Zvidence
from 2 variety of sources indicates that neither the Comintern nor the party
leadership, newly formad, had called for an uprising. Iz:.tdeed, when the sc;ﬁets
began to be formed, the top echelons of the party criticized the fomaﬁion of
the soviets as "premature", although it did direct party branches in othrer zreas
to glve as much support as possible to the rebels in the Centﬁ-.r.8 Presurably
neither the party nor the Comintern t:elieved that condit;ipns in Vietnanm had
reachad the stage where a nation—wide insurrection was appropriate, ard the
leval of discontant in the Center protably surprised them., Primary respons-
ijbility for the rewlt appears to lie at the provincial level of the party,

———y
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where the partvcommittee, perhaps deliberatelys decided to turn an essentially
spontaneous series of incidents into a regional uprising.

On the other hand, the Comintern cannot be totally aﬁsolved of respons’ibi-
1lity. It was the Sixth Congress' enthusiastic {and wltimately mistaken)
assumption that the crest of a revolutionary wave was approaching which
probably misled the local Vielnarese leadership into channeling the economic
discontent into a majer uprls:. ng. By calling for local corrmnist parties to
rely on thoir own estimate of local condition:, the Comintedn was plaring
with fire. It was the ICP which got burnt. | .

Secondly, what effect did the revolt have ¢n later comunist strategy in
Vietnam? Vost otviously, the revolt taught .the communistsa vivid lesson that
the Comintern hai given only m an abstract sense? local crisis conditions
were not sufficiznt to Justify a major insurre étion unless a revelutionary
situation existed throughout the country. French archival. sources show
that revolutionary sentiment in 1930 was not nation-wide. large areas of
Vietnzm were quist = particularly in the cities and in the crowded RedRiver
Delta, If the Nche=Tinh soviet perlod taught anything, it deronstrated the
need for strong zentralized cantrol over the decision-making process.

Further, the révolt showed that the regional rarty leadership failed to
respond to t.ﬁe rapidly =changing situation by'fomulating an effective
revolutionary strategy. An essential politicalwveapon irn the anti=-colonialist
arsenal = a broad united front of all progressive classes against the cormmon
enemy = was only imperfectly realized during the period of the revolt. The
pafty's central cormittee had decreed the formation of a ratiem=-wide Anti-
imperialist Front (following the scmewhat restrained view of the post-1528
Comintern, it was to be vervy cautious in uniting with middle class elements),
but the local leadership in the Center, fed by its own doctrinal prejudices
and the pent~up reseriment tf the poor peasantry, permitted village revclu=-
tionaries to enpage in an unconirolled and scmetimes frenzied attack en
wealthy elements in the area .oi‘ the urrising. While some collaborator
elements in the repgton of the uprisings perhaps owed a™lood debt" to the
peopley later comrmunist historians'conress s the revolutionaries wlereA carried

away in an excess of anti-feudal bloodletting which neeglessly alienated
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modsret @ and potentially anti-French alements elsewhere in Vietname As the

commudsts in the Center grew increasingly isolated, the French were able to

oncemntrate thei':‘ forces and gradually reétore control. The party was not slow
to real:.ze“:;c;:ore moderate social policy was required during the périod of

| an uprising to avoid isolation fromother elements in society.

There vere, of course, promising aspects to the rewvwlt, It was the most
serious revolt agzainst Frénch rule in Irdochina since the end of the previois
century, ard it demanstrated the degree to which the Vietnarese peopley cven
in'a relatively iimited area, could be motivated to rise against colonial rulz.
ind, for the first time peasants and worlers showed a m_'lllngness to cooparate
with each other in uhe comnon cause.Had the rebel leadere . been:Ln a position
to defend their ;valns and establish a revolutionary foothold in Nghe-’l‘m.h,
the revolt might have been a useful first step leading to a nation-wide insyre
rection in the nis~too-distant future. Here agains the experience of Nghe=Tinh
taught the need for a revolutionary strategy which prepared for the possibility
of defeat. _

The Nghe=Tinh Soviet rovement, then, was both a tragedy and an educationsl
experience. It s i{11-conceived, ill-led, ill-prepared, but it was a2 labor-
atory in which the party's strategy (or léck of it) was first tested, The
strategy was found wanting, and the party would not soon again risk its
gains in all jll-prepared revolt,

Retrenchment TWhatever the long—term benefits of the evemts of 1930-1931

4n Central Vietnam, there is no minimizing the jrmediate consequences to the
y&ung communist organization, In the course of the uprisings and its ai‘t.nr—
math, the French surete made strenuous attermpts to destroy the ICP. T-wundreds
of comrunists were arrested and several executed, including a number of
party leaders, Communist figures est.imate- that nearly $0% of the active
leadership of the party was eliminated by French police activity, and the
party's organizational apparatus at all levels was badly decimated.-

The early 1930s were thus necessarily a pericd of patiemt party re-milding.
With the internal apparatus nearly totally destroyed, the ICP was forc.ed. to
#ind pew talent for the challenging days ahead. Fortunately, the Comintern

had been maldng an effort to train potential Foung leaders at the famous Uni-



versity of the Teilers of the East (the Stalin School) in Moscow. Between
1925 and 1932, according to French police souxcess 34 Vietnanese communists
received training of from one to three years &t the schooles With the ICP
badly in need of an infusion of new talent, tte Comintern accelerated its
training progran in l'oscow and began to send Liack graduate of the Stalin
School to Vietnamin order to rebuild the party_ apparatus. By 1932 two
temporary headquarters abfoad ~ one in South China and ths other in Thailani -
.had been set up to supervise the revival of the party from a safe distance
bevond the border‘. A mmber of Stalin Bchool graduates were seized by the
French, but enough got through to provide a new 1e_adership for the party.
Foremost among the new crop of leaders were L& lHong Phong, an ex—student at
the Aviation School.in Leningrad who was put in charge of the ICP's South
China bureau, and Tran Van Giau, a Stalin Schcol graduate who led the party
to a strong revival in Cochin Chinae. Slowly but surely, theparty began to
revive, primarily at the local level and in the factories and villages af
U;ochin China;

| The_ changing leadership of the party in the early 1930s was mot reflectel
4n party strategy, however. Until 1935, ICP programs and directlves continued

to reflect t.hé current Comintermn line = united front from below, cmentration

!

of the pazfty's work in urban “oxj]cing class areas, and a conscious policy o f
subordinating the visibility of the peasantry within t}Te' partys Ey 41 indications,
the party leadership attempted to follow Comintern policies and made no irmediate
attempt to imitate the nove toward a new strategy taking place in China. To '
underline its own éttitucie, the Comintern in loscow refused to acnit any tut
worker candidates to theStalin School.u As s;zen from Moscow, the rozad to
_revolution was still the Bolshevik road.

For four years, then, the ICP presented a low profile in Vietnanm. This
apparent inactivity was somewhat misleading, however, and did not delude
the French intelligence services, who consistontly warned Paris of the effec—
tiveness of the party's rebuilding effort and their own growing inaﬁility to
deal with the situation. The i_:r_a;t_e'_ was not fantasizing in .its worried assess-

ment of the situation, for communist efforts were indeed beginning to pay
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dividends, particularly in the South, where 'I‘ran Van Giau led a revitalized
regional apparatus, while in Saigon overt p_rty workers combined terporarily
with Trotskyltesin publishing the left=wing journal La Intte and winning

ca siderable support in Saigon municipal eléc*rior:s. Curiouslyy efforts in
Annan and Tonkin nad less success. Peasants in the Center were apparently
cowed, if resentful., while comrmunist OI‘.C'aJ'IIZbrS, for reasons which are mt
entirely clear, had little success in the della region near_ha.noa..

Encouraged by the improv:.ng 51tuat10n, the new party leadership in South
China began to plan for @ national congress in 193} to set forth a rnew poli-
tical program fcr the IJCP. Under the direction of Le Heng Phong, a prolim
inarymeeting was held late in 1934, and a fom.lal meeting took place the
next Yarch in tte Fortuguese colony of l&acao.r!- With both le Fong Phong and
Nguyen Al Quocir Poscow attending the pivotal meeting of the Seventh Comintern
G:Dngress, which was e¢learly about to set forti a new vorld strategy for the
cormunist movemsnt, the March congress had a Srovisional air about it. In |
the absence of c¢lear directives from Moscow, “he Macao conrress drew up a pro—
gram not substartially changed from that of the previous four years. Shortly
after the close of the coneress, however, Le Hong Phong returned fror Yoscow
with the "popular front" stirategy adopted by the Seventh Comintern Congress
Fearing isolation as a result of the rise of fascism in Germany and Japan,
Stalin directed the communist parties in the world movement to broaden their
alliances. Once again, "united fronts from above! were to be forred with
n:odﬂrate bourgeois parties apainst the menace of fascism in uurope and Asia.

On seeing the disparity between the new Corintern policy and the party
progra-n forrulated at the ICP's Vacao congress, Lz Hong Phong called a plen-
ary meeting of the centiral committee and a new progran was drawm up in
acoordance with the new popular front strategy. The rapid shift in world
strategy must have been confusing to the leadership as well as to the rank
and file of ICP membership, but from all indications it appears ’c.hat the
party accepted the new policy with relativelylittle grumbling. There are
signs that some party members were dispruntled at the prospects of initiatling

cooperation with bourgeois natimalist proups, and a few secret workers expressed



their scorn of the"politicos™ who sorked openly among non—commurd st groups.
On the whole, hcwaver, the party shifted to a popular front stratepgy with ‘
little open expression of discontent. As Ngﬁyen Al “Nuoc was to write from
abroad, ths new strategr htad btroad implications for ICP policy?
At the precent time the CPI should not nake excaessive dermands {independence,
parliament, etc.) so as not to fali into a snare prepared by the '
Jépanese fascists. The party mast 1i-it itself to demgnding dem= -
eratic riéhts, freedom of organization, assembly and press, general
amnesty for poliitical prisoners = strupgle for the right of legal
activities. To rezlize these poals the party mst successfully ‘form
2 wide nat:onal-derocratic front which would unite rot only the local
population of Indochina, but progressive French forces, not only of th2
working class, but also representatives of thenational bourgeoisie.
One suspects that he, at any rate, was pleased at the new direction ﬂorld
carmunist strategy was taking.

The Period o tre Eopular Front The change to a new strategy in 1936

coincided with ;imilar changes taxing place in France, where a popular
front govermment, including socialists and with the support of the French
Comrurd st Party, took office in 1936 and, as part of its progran, promised
to convene a study cormission on conditiorns in French colonies. The
proposed commission quickly became thefocus of ICP efforts to form a
popular front in Indochina. In the summer of_1936, the radical journalist
. Nguyen An Ninh, a sympathizer but not a formal member of the ICP, sugrested
in the pages of La Lutte thav Vietnamese progressives should emulate the
exa—ples of nationalist groups in French Africa and form.an Indochincse

Congress (Donz Duong Dai 51} to gather the cooplaints of the Vietnamsse

people and pass them on to the proposed Colonial Commission when it e de 1ts
trip to Indochina, Nguyen's suggestion was irrediately supported by the ICP

as & handy instrument to achieve broeﬁ nationalist cooperation against Japanese
fascism as well as to raise the level of revolutionary consciousness among

them ass of the popnlation., Party journals called for the formation of hun=

dreds of "action committeca” (my tan hanh done) in villages and factories to



gather 1oca1.c0mplaints which would then be submitted to a central cormittes
comprised of all nationalist factions which was then taking shape in Saipon.
This national committez, comprising - at leas’, in tha.early stéres -

moderate Constitutionalists such as le Quang {dem and Nguyen Ptan Long

as well as radicals and merbers of the ICP, b?gan to coopsrate in drawing

up the plans for the proposed congress.' For the first time, a true leninist~
stvle united frent seemed—to be in the making in Vietnam,

It was through the Indochinese Congress movement, then, that the ICP
atterpted to put its new and broader united front policy in effect. Such
activities had only livited results, howaver, In'thé Center and the Nortih,
political parties were illegal, and nationalist aritation in the late 1930s
was of limited strength. With little scope for a broad front, the partyts
activity was restricted to attempts at informal cooperation with other groups
within the regional consultative assemblies. In Cochin China, where poli-
tical activity was permitted and a number of 1oderate nationalist groups
were alreacy in existence, the potemtial for poﬁular front activity was
greater, There the open rembers of the ICP atterpted to forge a cmhesive
all#ance of moderates and radicals to propagandize the goverm=nt for
reforms and the formal oonveqing of the proposed Indochinese Congress. The
net cast by the party was fairly wide- not, oniy small radicsl parties andind-
1viduals 1ike Nguyen An Ninh were cultivated, but even "progressive" elements
in the Constituticnalist Party and (on an informal basis) even the Trotskyites
in Saigon. For the first time the comrunist movernent was beglmning to
conceive of the united front on a fairly broad scale.

Even in Yochin China, however, the party'é popular front activities looked
batter on paper than in reality. The moderate Constituticnalists = foremost
representative of the prosperous urban niddle classes in Saigon = split over
the issus of cooperating with the communists, and by early fall the more
cautious elements under Le Quang Liem withdrew fron the Congress movement,
leaving only a mildly left—wing nrump” of the party under Neuyen Phan long
cooperating with the radicals. Bven there, the degree of cboperation seems

Buspect. Nguyen Phan Long was led to cooperate more through s resentment

- =



at fellow=Constitutionalist Bud Quang Chieu than through sincere conviction,
while the ICP grumbled that Npuven Phan Long did not really have his heartin
the Congress mowverent,

As for the Trotskvites, whatever poséibilities had ex.sted for cooperation
with the ICP melted during the course of the popular front period, For the
former, inrthe‘ words of partvleader Ta Thu Thau, considered the front a
nfront populairs de trahision", a ruse and a trick used by capitalism to
lure the proletariat away from revolution, and refused to participate in
the front with the Stalinist ICP. On its part, the ICP, possibly urnder tha
jnfluence ofthe Stainist purge trials in Yoscow, retreated from any further
contact with tha Trotskyites. Bv mid=1937, hostility between the. two
groups reqc‘med a high level, and the potential for cooperation dissolved.
| All in a11, the celebrated "popular front" in Indochina .ach:l.eved 1itile 1nt1"e vy
of practical results. Not all the blame should accrue to the ICP. Lhe
nationalistmovenent in the South was by now almost chronieally factional.

On the other haad, the ICP (according to later communist historians) was
exeessi vely rigld and inflexible in its attitade toward moderates. Nor

had it begun to make a serious effort to build up the rovement among the
rural populacé.mf‘\s for the proposed "Indochinese Congress" itself, the
poverrment in Paris, under pressure from French colon groups in Vistnam,

goon retracted on its original intention to send a commission to Indochinaj
it "studied the question“ in Paris, _

. A fair assessment of the popular front period should not be entirely rega-
tive in tone, howaver, Although the ICP had only limited success in taking
the-lead in forring a troad united front for peace and progress, the period
did serve é‘ useful purpose in a mmber of respects, for it BTV
increased the party's visibility and prestige among the mass of the population.
It is hard to avoid the conclusion that the ICP was the mst = and indeed,
the anly - effective po'.litic..al force sp;eaking fer the natiomlist cause in
.the jate 1930s. Moreover, it is cledr in retrospect that the popular front
period did serve to move the ICP one tertative step toward a new strategv

which would be appropriate to conditions in Vietnam, For the first time»
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the party was beginning to give a higher level of priority to the
npational question® and to moderate its appéal for social revplutién.

At least inthe early stages of the revolution, national independence had
begun to take priority over radical social change. The stage was being

set for post-war success.

Yorld Var and the Formation of the Vletnanh The popular front in

France died pradually in the years 1938 and 1939. The final blow which
ended this early period in communist cooperation with the liberal dero-
cracies was the signing of the Nazi=Soviet pact in August 1939, The

signing of the treatyhad lmmediate consequences in Indochina, where the

. French authoritizs cracked dovm on the ICP's open activities and seized

a number of its top 1eaders.

These events in late 1939 were to have momentous consequences for the
N story of the communist movement. Under the stimulus of French oppression.
the party abandoned its urban bassz and its fundarentally urban strdtery
and retreated to the countryside where covert operations were somewhat
easier to carry on. The moverent to the vﬁ’.lla.ges rarked the beplnning of
a new rural strategy for the party. Heretofore it had only given lip
service to the concept of a pfoletarian—peasant alliance and to the owncept

of the peasantry as the "bzsic force" of the Vietnamese revolution, True

. enough, peasants had been a central fores in the Nghe=Tinh uprising.of 1930~

1931, and later 7 in thé decade the party was relatively active in rural

greas in the Ye'onp delta, the narrow coéstal cent ral plain, and the

highlands of the Vist Bac. But, influenced by continued Camintern incentiveé
to emphasire agitation arong urban workers, the‘essentialiy urban bilas of

the party leadership and, in all probability, by the passivity of the
Vietnamese peasantry, the IGP did not really,dévote top attention to bulldinr

1
a firm base in the countryside. 5

The French crackdown in late 1939 forced the ICP to change its urban -centered

policve As in 1931, the party leadership was stringently pursued ard a

mmber of leaders, including Le Hong Phong and new party secretary—persral

Nguyen Van Cu, were seized and exscuted. Those that remained went into
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hiding, some flesing across the border into South China to estatlish .
wrntacts with communist elements abroad. By J9L0, a series of events began
to accelerate the rove to a new'policyt 1) the decline of the Comintern

and the consequant zbsence of policy leaderéhf_p from logcow. As a result
of theStalin purges in the late 19308, much of the Comintern leadership

had been destroved; as for the Soviet léadersldp, it was preoccupied with
everts in Europe and showed little interest in Southeast Asia. The ICP,
which for so long had loyally followed the loscow lins, was now left
substantially to its own devices. 2) the Bac Son uprising in the early
fall of 19L7. When Japansse forces crossed the border briefly in September
to accentuate their demands for concessions fiom the French colonial govern-
ment, local rontagnard tribesmen, possibly spurred on by local corrunist
cadres, rose in fevolt.against thz French administration in the area.
Althoupgh technically speaking the revolt did b ot succeed, the rebel forces,
composed primarily of local minoritylay tribesmen, among whomu the ICP had
been active for a decade, broke into fuerilla bands and managed to preserve
the bulk of their forces in retreat -:d began to tuild stable base areas

in the upland provinces around Bac Son and Cav Bang. The French made
gtrenuous efforts to root tth out, but they survived and grew, For the
first time, the ICP now had a secure'revolutionary base area from which to
launch a laoist people's liberation warA at the close of the Pacifie conflict.
3) the return of Nguven Ai Quoc to South China. Absenit from Vietnamese
affairs since June 1931 when he had been arrested in Hong Kong, Nemyen Al
Quoc had spent nearly a decade abroad, first in the Soviet Union and then
in North China, where.had vorked with Chinese Comrunist fbrces under the
leadership of )'ao Tse-tung, In the summer of 1940, conscious that an
opportunity favorable for the liberation of Victnam would come cut of the
epproaching world war, Nguyen A1 Qwec retumed to South China and gat in
touch with ICP elements in the border area. From within Vietnam, youno
party leaders such. as Vo NguyenGiap and Pham Van Dong vere éent north by

the Central Committee to establish contact with the communist léader.
It seems probahly that Nguyen Al Quoc was under the influence of Maoist
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guefilla tactics in China, and prepared to 3pply these tactics to Vietnamese
conditions. Up until now, the party had not glven serious thought to the
necessity of el:zborating a strategy for the sclaure of power which would
meet the unique requirements of the Vietnamess situation., The Soviet
mocel of takeovsr ~ concentration of power irthe c¢cities, backed by the
generalized sui)port of the peasantry, vith th: ultimate seizure of power
through an armed insurrection in the major porulation centef's - was
considered to be the n-atural process of takeorer in Vietr-zam. Presumably‘
the party was aware of the societal differences betveen Vietnam and Tsarist
Russia, and also familiar with the Vaolst revs>lutionary variant in China.
But, by all evidence, the ICP leaders gave 1istle theupght to t.fue implications
of such facts for the Vietnamese rewlution. Now, driven by circumstances,
the party began to move' cautiously £oward the new strategy thatit was to
use with such success in the post—war period,

Considering he vital importance of the res trend in ICiP thinking, it
is curious that many of the details of the part'yis decision to adopt the
new line are misslng. As a result, scholars of the period are for ced to piece
together the story from the scattered evidence at hand. Nguyen Ai Quoc
evidently returned too late to have been inwlved in the decision to launch
the Bac Son uprising, but ﬁe was in a position to take advantage of its
immedi ate consequences. With his probable camsent, the remnants of the
guei-illa units involved in the fighting were irstructed to form stable revo-
lutionary base” areas along the border. Here a Maoist~style revolutionary
army would be recruited and trained for the future general uprising. Yean—
while, in outh China, the external leadership, now once again firmly in
the hands of Nguyen AL Quoc, would atterpt to gather together the scattered
nationalist elements = including VNQDDs, ex-followers of Phan Boi Chau and
others = who had fled there as Japanese forces had gradually taken over
control in-Vietnam. Out of this potpourri the ICP would forge a pational
united froent u.ndcf its own leadershix;. Then, when the time was ripe, the
party would make its bid for powen



As the ICP forces in the Viet Bac began to build up their strength,
the broad outlinss of a new political-military strate-vy vwers being ironed
out. In late 1540, the ICP Central Committee within the country - isolated
from contact with the exile leadership = had met in secrst at a village
near Hanol and drew up a program calling for a broad anti~French ard
anti-Japanese alliance. By :'xmplication'the plemm was roving in the _
sane gen:ral direction as the 1eadersh'=p-in-e dle undsr iuguyenAi Quoc.
Ihe for-al inauguration of the rov strategy, however, was nob unveiled
until the farous Eighth Plenum, held at Pac Bo in the rr.ountalnous: center
of the Viet Fac in May of 19hi. The new strategy was based on two foundatisns,
the ons politicel and the cther military. On the political side, the party
vas to place the cause of national liberation as the mafc,ter of highest pricrityr
in the current phase of the Vietnamese revolution. The goal of social revo-
lution was by no means abandoned, but it was to be postponed until the causa:
of national incicpéndence had bepn achieved. As a2 tool to win indepencence,
a broad anti-imperialist and anti-fascist front was to be created. This
united front, called, after much thought, the League for the Indeperdence

of Vietnam (Viet Nan Doc Lao Done Minh Hoi or, for short, Vietminh), would

attezpt to unite under its banner all progressive forces in Vietnam— mot
only the four classes of lenini.st-style a'.L'Lianées, but even patriotic
landlord elerents and progressive anti-fascist Frenchmen. In the e-yes' c.)f
the Vietminh, anyone opposed to the Japanese was welcome in the new alliance.
| This front was.to be under the firm control of the ICP, but the latter's
role was to te ruted ;’.n order to winrpgupport of vac:illating elements. Its -
‘social goals were to kept general and sufficiently mderate to appeal to
cautious urban elements, and the aim of national independence was to be gFiven
top priority.

The Vietminh front wouid hopefully provide the ICP with the broad base of
support on a nation—wide basis which had been so patently lacking fromw its
revolt in lighe= ‘B.nh a de cade earlier; In the eyes of party leaders, however,
lenin's warnings that political strugple alone would not suffice to overtlrow
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the class enemy were a propos, for the Japanese and French forces would n ever
give up without a fight. Consequently,.fhe final seizure of porer would have
to be achieveiby means of an armed insurrecticn by revolutionary forces., Axd
here the party strategists were beginning t6 fashion an approach which woul:!
reet the unique requirements of the local sitwation. In cornfor-ity with tha
mixed eharacter of communist strength in Vietnam (i.é. in both rural and ucban
areas) the-final uprising vould involve a similtansous insufrection koth in
the cities and in the countrysiﬁé. Organized and paramilitary farces would e
trained in the revolutionary base areas and gradually dispatched to other
rural areas throughout the country to build up a nat ion-wide guerilla netvork
at the village level. In the major urban centers,'party cadres vould prepare‘
the revplutionéry'elements in tte bopulation for citv deronstrations amd Tists
to be timed with the outbreak of struggle throughout the countrvside. “her:
necessary urban fevolutiornry elements would be bolstared by peasant militis
brought in from surrounding districts.

Preparine for Insurrection With the Eighthr Plenum in 1941, the main linss

of the ICP's war strategy had been laid out. For four years the party set
to its self-assigned task of building up for the uprising to take place at
the close of the war. From a military point of view, work went on at two
levels, Building up a Small people!s liberation army as a backbeone for the
local militia units.at the village level, The political task was more complex,
and perhaps also more difficult. As in previous wvears, it was easier to
dsterrine on a united_front policy than to put it into effecw. Sevéral
factors made the formation of such a broad nationalist alliance difficulti
the severe repression of all political activities in Vi-tnam, which made
any open party activities there virtually imposd ble; the refuszl of some
nationalist and French prows (inecluding anti-fascist Gaullists) to

join hands with thsVietminhj and, finallv, the sxcessive dogmatism and
sactarianism of party menbers ﬁhich frequently hampered the prospects for
sincers coopsration with other nationalist groups in Vietnam and in South
China. With Neuyen Ai Quoc apain in Jail in 1913, the ICP grouvps in Scuth
China consistently alienéted other nationalists with their high-handed



attitudes, and no real cooﬁeration was achieved until after Nguyen Ai Quoc's
release {now uncer the mame of Ho Chi ¥iph) in 194h.

$till, the political work went on. Fromt wirk was pursued, mass assoclations
(cuv quec) wer: set among among youth, wOmaﬁ, peasants, and workers, and by
19LL the framewerk of an alliance of co;muniéﬁs with other mtionalists groups
began to emerge. One of Ho's major problem was to kaeﬁ tight reign on
enthﬁsiasm in his omn part until the proper moment for algeperal uprising had
arrived, Short.y after his release, he discﬁvered that some over-zealous
elements in the Tonkin repional committee were planning to rove before.the
ernd of the war., Only a last rinute interventi.on on his part managed to
prevent it. In any event, rilitary preparatioms began to take prioritv over
 political work zs the war neared‘its end, and Ho Chi Minh ranaged to enforce
his view that thé time for insurrection would arrive in the interval betwsen
surrender of tle Japansse and the arrival of allied (or French) forces in
the area.

The decisive moment came closer in ¥arch 1945, when Japanese autlorities
in Vietnam, sensing impending défeat and grow.ng hostility from local french
authorities, presented an ultimatum to the local French administration. fihen
the latter procrastinated, the Japanese arbitrarily overturned French rule
and granted paper indspendence to a Vietnamese goverrnment under Emperor Bao
Dai. For Po Chi Minh, the Japanese coup d'etat simplified Kis own plans.
Japanese occupation forces took control only in major pupulation centers and
nade 1ittle attenpt to take the'reigns of authority in outlving areas,sthere
the French administrative apparatus, now lacking central direction, still
operated, The overthrow of the French central adwinistration created a
political vacuuﬁin the ruralareas thattould be filled by local rewlutiorary
forces in areas where the latter were sufficiently organized. Separate
m1iberated zones", areas where rewolutionary power o uld be seized prior % o
a goneral uprising, couldbe established in advance of the war's end, Immediately
following the Japanese coup, then, the party's Standing Comittee met near

Hanoi and issusd a directive, "The Franco~Japanese Conflict and owr Actions".
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According to the directive, the period of greatest opportunity was fast
approaching. The enemy had entered a period of crisis, with the war being
lost, his ranks in confusion, a growing food problem leading to the,threat'
of farine, unemployment in the cities, high_taxes and confiscation of rice
in the villages. All of this created a rising level of anti-Japanese
sentiment in Vietnam, and an‘oppoftunity‘fbr the ICP forces to take power

in local areas, where conditions were appropriate. Yhere such open revo-
1utionary contrcl could be establish up to the di strict or provincial levelwm,
people‘s cormittess shouldbe selected to replace the existing aut}pritj,
elsewhere, secret militia units and a skeleton administrative structu*e should
be set up and prepared for activation when the order for a.general uprising
was given. In genéral, the party gave precedence to preparations iﬁ the
rural areas, where the revolutionary strength tended to be stronger than in
the cities., In practical terms, trds implied that a Haoist~stvle rural
strategy « with seizure of power first in rural areas, would be adopted,
'withAvillage revolutionary forces moving thence to the cities to aid in

the seizure of power there. By Jure of 1945, six provinces with a total
population of one million - mostly in the Viet Bac - had come under tte
direct comtrol of the Vietminh.

At the national level, also, preparations were underway to establish a
provisional central republican povermment under Vietminh direction. Cn
August 16, shortly after the Japanese surrender was announced abroad,

‘the Vietminh called a national "People's Congress" at Tan Trao to establlsh
a program and to select a Natiomal LiterationComrmittes which w uld serve

as a provisional national government until elections couldbe held, The
congress was stronply dominated by the commmnists, since the ICP had -
aelqctcd the delegates and had held a party congress at Tan Trzo irmeciately
prior fo the convening of the reople's 50ngress}6 At ths party conference ,
it was decided that the period of raxmum favorable opportunity (thoi co)'
had arrived. Japanase forces were on” the verge of surrender, the French
were in d1§prray, and allied forces from China and Great Britaln had not

yet arrived. This was the roment to launch the gemsral up“leing, and to -
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be in pOSScssmn_, of the country when the allied occux tion forces e.rrived‘
1o accept the surrender oi‘~Japanese nilitafy -orces in Ipdochinle Tre ICP
decision was guhmitted to the People's Congress which ratified it unanimousl;r.
According to plans uprisings were to take place simultaneously in all
rursl areas wher? revolutionary Power was considered sufficiently strong =
in al) provinces of Tonkin,and in select..ed areas in the South and the Cenbter =
with the ain of taking power at the prov:.nc:.a. as well as at the local
jevel. At the same time armed propaga.m\a dei.achments were to spark najor
deronstraticms jn the big cities which wonld b:e supplemented ry militia
forces brought in from neighboring rural districts. Takeover in the major
cities of Saigon, Hanoiy tué and Haiphong vias cO“sidéred essential for suc
cess,.17 The uprisings began in the 1ast two waeks oi‘ Augusts beg:mm_nf. in
the urban areas with the ;cvdlt- 3n Hanol on the 19the During g he precsding
four dajs, rural districts ghroughout the Nor:h had seized povers inel-:ding
f.hree smportent com::mnes.near Hanoi. Om the 19th mass:wn demonstrations ¢ET
bining"urbaﬁ?vorkers and revolutionary pourgeoiisies peasants from the enviroas,
and led by traincé armed propas_zanda detachmen:3» took place in tre cercer of
Hanoi, and they had soon neutralized Japanese forces and seized all strategic
Jocations in the cdtve DBecause of the difficulty of corrmamcating rapdly
with oﬁxer armed unitss other majr urban centers did not coordinate thelr
actions with the uprising in Banol, and Hue followed on the 23rd, ard Saigon
- on the 25th. In each €ases however, the uprisinps were successful, ard
power fe1l to the revolutionaries.
within 1less than two weekss tre Vietminh hod seized power trroughout
tﬁOst of Vietnam. Only a few areas = rostly jnthé rural z;reas in the South
wheve synpathy with the cormunists Was lacking ~ remajned cutside of revo=
1utionary controle. Japanese LT0CPS romained genera]_l:,r neutral thro ughoub
the period of the uprising, and 2@ few handed over their weapons 0 the revo-
Jutionaries. The puppet Pao Dai povermnment in Hué resiéned and Bao Dal
himself somewhat yreluctantly zbdicateds turning over authority to a delegation

gent by the provisional goverment now installed in Fanoi. The wpugust
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Hevc;lution" had teen a major success. In & relatively bloodless coupys

the Vietminh had managed to seize de facto power in Vietnam.lB Te degree

of succéss is particularly striking in view of the weakened position of the
lICP at the beginaing of the war. The ingredients were ones Which were becon -
ing familiar to observers of the communist mevement in Vietnam = organizatinm,
discipline, dedication, ard a striking arount of political astuieness. As

the Vietminh leadership had foreseen, the end of the war had created a poli

tical vacuunm in Vietnam, and they had known hew to i1l 1t.

The Period of Nepotiaticns As the ICP lezdership was well zware, the
Vietnamese revolution was not cempleted with the insurrection of August 1945,
FPor the communists'! main adversary - Frencl; cclonialism -~ still had to be
faced. The ?ichy povernment, of course, had been discredited and the lecal
French administration in Indochina had besn deprived of power by the Japanese
coup d'etat of ¥arch 1945. But the Free French movement under Ceneral Charles
Do Caulle had irdicated in 19Ll its own deteriination to preserve a French .
presence in Indcchina. Once the Allied exped:tionary forces had arrived,
the Free French couldbe expected to rake their rove to return in force
to Indochina.

Furthermores cormunist control in Vietnam was shaky at best. The Vietminh
had taken power in the name of the nationalist~Vietminh alliance that had been
formed in South China in 19ll, but the National liberation Comrittee appointed
at Tan Trao on Aupust 16 was strongly Vietminh-oriented, and the takeover
{tself had teen alrost entirely engineered by the commnists, len-cormurdst
nationzlists such as theVNQDD and the Dong Menh Hol in the North, and the ‘
moderates in the South, were not likely to stand 1dly by while the commm-
msts eonsclidated their power, lor was the mass tase of the rew government
in the mmral and urban areas sufficiently firm to withstand a healthy degree
| of opposition. The Victminh were generally welcaned by the populace as an
_efi‘ective political force syrmbolizing the desire of the" Vietrarese “people
for social justice and political independence, but auch generalized apprroval
would not easily be translated into firm support in the event of a sericus

internal conflict ameng several indrigepous forceses
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The ronth of Septe:f.ber thus inaupurated a period of intense political
activity and alrost urprecedented corrple:cj.t_%. From the Vietminh point
of vlew, the struggle had to be carried on at two level =~ againqt the ratura=
ing French and the Allied expediticrary forﬁes and the Japanesa troops on
the one hand, and against their Vietna.rese rivals within the nationalist
carp on the other. From 2 theoretical sense, ths probler was clear: the
V:Le‘tz;linh could riot hope to face oth adversaries at the sams‘: tire. VL‘.ili.t-ar".ly
they were too vieak to be able to defeat the French and its external allies
" while at the sare tims competing actjvely against their internal nationalist
competitors. They were thus reqﬁired to mobllize a maximum amount of
support against one enemy at a time, wilthout at the same tire dilﬁting: their
own auttority to the extent of losing control of tte movement, and the support
of the more radical eléments within the nationzlist camp. Under such circunstances,
of ccui'ée, the vnited front technique was the best approach, and their firss
rove during tha. autumn of 1945 wes to robilize support fromall potemtially
gnti-imperialis{ elements in the population ageixﬁﬁ French and otrer outsid:
forcese The nucleus of Vietminh strength would have to come from workers
and peagants, but significant help was expected from the highly mtionalist
urban petty bourgeoisie, and even from the rore patriotic elenents anong
thewealthier classes. OSom: elements =~ Bui Quang Chieu in Saigon, Pham Quynh
in Fue, Ta Thu .Thau, the Trotskite leader in Cochin China =~ were cbnsidered
too far gore to save and (whether on central or local orders is mt yot clear)
‘were assassinated.

The simple statement of the problemabove perhaps bardly indicates the
delicacy of the problem. Social and ec¢onoric conditions ﬁere harsh as
the war erded, with famine rising in the rural areas and unempl nent and
econoric crisis in the c¢ities, and far-reaching govermmental measwres were
~called for to alleviate the sui‘i‘ering'oi‘ the people. Yet the behavior of
the provisional -povernment i n Hanoi would have to be suff iciently moderate
to svold unnecessarily alienating the moderate elemonts within the mation=
alist alliance, for if the latter were driven tosupport the French, ore ven
to abstain from the coming conflict, the Vietminh's chances for victory would



be severely corpromised.

The reasures taken by the éovernnent indicate the care with which the
Vietminh atterpted to construct their anti—impcrialist'fronf. Social and
political measures were announced to Win nass support: +the personal tax
- was abolished as well as the French~run monopuslies, rent on lard was limited
to 25% of the harvest; worker legislation lirited the work day to eight hou"s,
end democratic riphts weré guaranteed, including equality of all regardless
of age, sex, religlon, or ethnic backsround, Fimally, begigning steps were
taken to establish démocratically elected peoplets councils at all levels
of government, and national eleeticns wers promised for the creation of a
formal eentral goverrment. In an atterpt to solve the protlem of hunpger,
rice stocks confisgated by the Japanese was d:stributed to the needy, and
farrers were urged to grow other quick—pfoducing crops to supplement the
coming rice harvest. The gorernment was careul to avoid the impression
. of mvinpg toward radical measures, and no natiomlizatim of roperty
or land took place.

In retrospect, such measures can be seen as a respectable effort to win
fhe rzealous support of revoluticnaries and at least the tolerance of roderace
anti-~imperialist elements in the populaticn., In practice, of course, the
innate suspicion of many moderates for the comrunists and the long-standinge
hostility between the ICP and such non~comsunist revolutionary elements as
the VNQDD made any true o7 7 reconciliation and cooperation extremely
difficult, if not 4mpossible, VNQDD and Dong Minh Hei elements, led by
Vu Hong Xhanh, Nguyen Tuong Tam, and Npuyen Hal Than in South C'dina, had
raluctantly Joined with the Vietrinh in South‘China in 1%Lk, tut their
suspicicns of the ccmmunists ran deep, and such distrust was only exacerbated
by the long-handed policy played by the Vietminh in the wanine days of the
war. Their own trump card lav with the Chinese expeditionary forces who
_were to.occnpy all of Indochina north of the 16th parallel as the war cam;
to a close, As Chinese troops entered North Vietnam in the_fall of 1945,
VNQDD and Dong Minh Hoi leaders returned to Tonkin, bepan to seize control
ef areas taken by the Vietminh, and, certain of the backing of the Chinese,

took a hard 1line in negotiations with the commumists.



The ICP attep ted to play a cautious game with its rivals: the broad policy
was t6 isolate the leaders of rival proupa and to win over their i“ollowers,
but in delicate periods when negfotiaﬁ iona with the French we‘re taking
place, the Vietrinh leadership atte-pted to placate its rivals with minor
concessions, by offering them high positiona in the gvernment, a.'nd sc forth.
Periodically they were forced to give ground %o ths nationalists = in late
fall when Chinese troops were still present ia forﬁe in the Nerth, in Yareh
of the succeeding year when Ho Chi Minh signed the preliminary and very
~oderate Ho-Sainteny agreement which conceded a long=termFrench precence
in Vietnam, later in 2946 when a Vietnamese delegation went to France in
an atterpt to nepotiate at Fontainebleau a peiceful compromise on the issue
of independence and French control. At the sume tirme the Vietminh made
rigorous effortu to I-céep the nationalists froi a share in power and, when
possible, took & hard line toward their rivaliz, By the fall of 1946, when
occupation forces had been withdrawn and war with France appeared inevitable,
the comrunists nade little effort to dispuise their wmmillingress to share
power., . VHQDD elements were purged from the gavernment, removed from the'
Kational Assembly,; and occasionally assassinated. Eventually nationalists
leaders like Vu Hong Xhanh and Neuyen Hai Than fled to China and the Viet~
minh managed -fo help in the formation of a puppet VNQDD which joined the
communist~dominated united front. - '

Gen_erally, the Vietminh attempt to build a broad united front in tie North
was successful. E_’otent.ially hostile elements such as the Catholic hierarcby.
either supported the Vietminh or took a neutral stance. Even the Chire se
occ{lpation forces, who did not hide their basic sympathy with ttrenationalist
parties, were led to tolerate the Viztminh control over the goverrment,
Eventually the Vistminh's essemtially cormunist coloration became evident,
however, and a new and wider front, the Lien Vi=t Front, was added in t.he.
‘hopes of gaining additional supoort from cautious moderates in the ountry.
'In addition, the ICP dissolved itself (maintaining, of course, its secret .
organizationj in a gestura to reduce the suspicions' of moderates that the;

resistance moverent was entirely cormunist~controlled.
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In the South, the situation was equally complicated and even nore

difficult, In the first place, the British expeditionary force under

Ceneral Douglas 3racey' mas mbre‘openly sympathetic to the French and
immediatdy released imprisoned Frenéh troops to cooperate in the effort

to destroy Vietminh strength in Cochin China, In the second place,

communist strength in Cochin China was measurably weaker than in Tonkin,
French security measures in the months immediatelyifollowiﬁg the disastrous
19L0 ubrising hal decimated commnist strength in £he Southyand although

the party had recovered sufficiently by 1945 to play a major role in the
hugust Revolution, it was nbt in astrong enough position - particularly in
fural ;reas -~ to establish liberated zones. Finally, moderate nationalist
_ groups;,; such as:ﬁhé‘bonstitutionalist.Partj and pro-Japanese elements,'religious
minorities such as‘the Cao Dai and tle FHoa Hao, and the anti~-Stalinist Trotsky-
ites were relatively well organized in the South, and vere serious rivals
-t0°° the comunists for control over the Vietnamese nationalist movarent,

Under the cirmunmstances, it is perha?s surprising that the communists did

as well as they did in the South in the weeks immediately following the end
‘of the var, Commnist strength during the takeover of the city of Sai gon

on August 25 had been based primarilv on worksrs, peasants from the countr y-.
side, and the one-million strong Vanguérd Youth mo vementunder covert ICP
member Pham ngoc Thach. In the difficult negotiations with the non-commu-
nist natiomlist groups in the Committee of ths Southy the Vietminh did
relatively well, and btriefly, because of rival confusion, had a controlling
voice in that nationalist fromt bodwy, Ultimately, however, the ICP found
itself overmatched., French troops, aided by British expaditionary forces

and tre remnants of Japanese occupztion troops in the Douth, drove the Vietminh
out of Saipon and atterpted to eli-inate their strength even in the rural
areaé. As the French regained control, they began td organize non—comaunist
end relativel y pro=-French elements to form an anti-commurist fromt. In |
thecomplex political situation, varioua groups compzted for control.

" Driven to near desﬁeration by French harrassment and slippage in their

own ranks, the Southern .eadership under Tran Van Giau and, later, Neuyen

Binh, turned to terrorism and scorched~ear£h tactice, assassinating a mumber
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of tha leaders of rival groups. Troops were sent by the ICP fron the North,
tut it was already too late, and although throughout most of 1946 the cormmu~

nists comtrolled much of the Coch in Chinese courtrvside, the French were

© uble to corsolidate their own authority in Saigon and the malor delta cities,

The long strugegle of t.he com:nu:usts to derend the gains of the August
Revolution by political maneuvering cane to an end in December 19L6. Timdle
rmany of the details of cormunist policy are unknown to us, ‘it seens evident
that ther postponed military confromation as long as possible, in ordez; to
build up revoluticnary strength. Fran mid-sumsr, however, it became apparent
that French policy was h@rdenmg and that Paris was rot seriously interested
in a nepotiated settlement. In control of nuzh of the South, w:.th tokxen
occupation forces in the Red River Delta in the North, the French apmrently
declded to force a military solution, At bav, the communists firally concluded
that armed strugrle was inevitable. |

The Viar ofResistance, 1916=195L The Vietminh was forced into a military

confrontation with the French at a time when communist military strenzth
vas not yet up to' an open strugrle with the cxlorial r'egir!e. It seenms
¢lear enough that Ho had atterpted to put off conflict as long as possible
for this reason. Now that auch a conillct was inevitable, the murd sts
roved to put building up the military at the highest priority. 4s for tha
strategy to be followed, scme aspects are still.subject to comtroversy,..
but the broad outlines of communist policy du.rlng the Viar of Resistance -
2re clear enough. In broad terms, they intended to utilize the basic

elements of the strategv originally worked out in South China during the

war! 1) in terms of military strategv, use of the ?!aoist'guerilla War aTpreach,

relylng on rural base areas to b141ld up strength, division of rewluticnary

armed forces into rnain force, puerillas, and village militia. In accordance

with the Yaoist "three-stape" concept, cormum st actﬁ'.vity would rove fronm
a_predominantly defensive approach t.hrough a period of equilibrium and ultimately,

when enery. strength and moral was sufficiently worn down, to a final stage

of mﬂit-ary cowi‘rm tat:Lon in a general of fensive in both rural and urban areas.



2) 4n the political sphare, édoption of a united front aperoach to vin
raxirun natiora  ist support in the wa-r effort. Such a policy would require,
of course, that the "™mational™ issue should take precedence ower social revo-
lution, and that Marxist slopans should be suxrdinated to the appeal to
patriotism. In recornition of the role of the peasantry as the Mbasic foreat
of the revolution, the party would recrﬁt primarily in the rural areas;
on the other hand, workers and the patriotic riddle classes in the citles
corld be useful in undermining stability in eiemy—~-controlled areas, ard,
ultiratelyv, wou'd assist corrmunist main forces in seizing the cities at
the culgination of the Walse

Tms does no: permit us to make a detailed analysis of cormurd st policies
during the eighu—year Var of Resistance. Nor, for lack of documentabtion, is
it easy to detemine 4:éhe:—:degree of cormmrdst success In tuilding up the
united front in the years leading up to Geneva. Certainly, support fron
the population was sufficient to sustain the movement during its difficult
stage of retren:tment and build=-up. And, throughout the entire period of
the war, relatively few Vie tnamese ﬁ;ave a firn commitment to the anti-cooru-
pist farces during the war. On the other hand, it appears from theevidencs
that_‘the comrunists were only i)artially successi‘ull in building support for
theﬁ' cause, TIn key areas, support for the Vietminh was marginal.
Among thg urban population, the comrmnists had some success in w:inning over
intellactuals, students, and some merchants. Relaiirely few, however, seem
to kave piven active aid or left French—controlled areas 1o join the war
effort, Zvsn avonz the workinz population in Salgon, there was sone decline
in active support, particularly after 1950. Then, too, tle cmmunists had
difficulties with the varicus ethnic and relipious rminorities - the Catholics,
the overseas Crinese, the Hoa Hao and the Cao Dai - and aclie ved rinicun
support from these groups during the bulk of the war.

Such spotty indications of weakness should not be inbe;'preted as a sipgn
that th united front was not working, of course, Vast mmbers of non-cormi=

nist Vietnamese throughout the country remained uncommitted during the war,

and under the circumstances, this can be considored as a tribute to the astutenesr;,
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of cormunist politi cal strategy. 4&nd, of course, the commurdst stronghold in
the villages served them weil, and provided them with the troop strength that
permitted them to hold their own, and more, apainst the .Fz"ench. But the
pariod shows the limited degree to which the cortiunists could expect to

win active support from modérate elements in sqciety. The communists

appear to have conceded this point in 1950—1951 when the c0mposition,of the
goverrment was rarrowed and moved perceptibly to the left. The party itself
vas revived with the rew name of Vietnam Workers'! Party, and the government
initiated several moves in the direction of more radical land policies to
win peasant supyportd.

For a variety of reasons, then, it is difficult to analyze with precision
the success of commnist united front policies during the Var of Resistance,
Ths united froni. succeeded in underming supvort for the ememy, tut Vieiminh
strength itself was based primarily on cowrmnist support in the rural areas,
and the final, partial victery in 1954 seems to be a tribute mere to military
than to politic:l success. Such, at any rate, is the tentative conclusidn
Ahere. A firal hs§essment of this period rust awail further analysis.

Conclusions This paper has attempted to point out some salient features

in the development of a revolutionary strategy by the commnist moveremt in
Vietnam. 9he major focus here has been on the formulation of a political

strategy whichy beczuse it was sensitive to the real political and social

problens in Vietnam, would facilitate a revolutionary seizure of power.

In broad outline this ewvolution cansisted of a gradual liberation of

the partv's strategy from a relatively mechanical imitation of the Bol-

‘shevik road to revolution to the elaborztion of a morecreative policy

which was both closer to the Maoist experience in China and also consistent
with the realities of Vietnamese colonial society. 1In the process the party
also managed to realize a propressive reduction of some of -the N
weaknesses which had plagued it earlier in its career - éectarianism; elitism,
dilettantism, adventurism, and so forth. ‘

In retrospect, it is clear that the decade from 1930 to 19L0 was vital
in moving the ICP toward maturitys The Sovists of Nghe-Tinh, the peried



of the popular front, the Bac Son revolt 21l provided lessons which the
party.was not slow to take to heart. ¥ith the formation of the Vietminh
moverent in 1941, and its gr_aduzii expansion irto the provisional povern=
ment of 19145, the communist moverent entered irue naturity. Its major
weaknesses had been broupht under control and a reasomably well-oiled
movement had come into existence. small in size but dedicated, disciplined,
and rich in revclutionary experience. Its post-war reputation, and success,
were ro accident.,

As al)l students of the area are aware, the Vietnarese experience after
the war was unique in Southeast Asia. ¥hat clrcumstances led to such a
striking success for the comrmnist mevenentin Vietnam? This paper is
not the place for an extended treatrent of such a complex issue, tut
the foregoing analysis has touched on a number of issues w'ich deserve
brief mentia here.

1} weak and divided nationalist rivels. One¢: factar that assisted the
the corrunist movement in Vietnan was the forluitous weakness of its
natioamalist rivals. Lacking cohesion, a cﬁarismatic leader, an‘ ideological
or religious focus, the non-comrmumist nationalist parties failed to provide
a realistic alternative to the communists in‘Vietna:n. Further discussion
of this iésue would carry us far bevond the scope of this paper. It is
ironic, however, that a society with such a hiphly—-developed sense of national
jdentity displayed such a chronic inability to create a united nationalist
moverant urder ron—comrmnist directiem. Under such circamstances, the
communists had little difficulty in becoming a central fbrece in Vietnamese
- nationalism,

2) the role of the Cominterns The role of the Comintern in the Chirese
revoluticn has teen {quite properly) subjected to severe criticism in recent
years. As this paper has attempted to dempnstrate, the Comintern showed
an equal absence of imagination in its policy toward French-controlled Vietnam
during the years leading up to theSecond Vorld War,and it might be said
that the St.al:.mst-orientatior: of Comintern policy in Vietnam put the ICP
back in its rise to power. On ths whole, however, such a primarily negative

c-t_ar)s-!“iuéi_bn, while correct as far as it goes, would neglect the positive
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role that the Gox:nintern plaved in nursing the comunist movement in Vietnam
in its early yeors. For at a key point in the history of the party = the
period of retrenchment after the defeat of th: Néhe-Tinh Soviets -~ the
Conintern gave the ICP major assistance jn.t:rms of leadership, traiming,
and technical and tactical aid. The party's rapid recovery in the rid-
1930s couldsimply not l"ave occurred without the aid of the returned students
from the Stalin School. Nor could the party have eliminated a number of its
early weaknesses withaat the expenenced. advize of the Comintern in Moscow =
and its liaison office in Shanghai. In effect, the Cov*:.nt,ern played a
useful role during the infancy and early adol:scence of the party, until the
latter was ready to_ Fo out on its own.

3) the personal role of Ho Chi Minh. The wole of the individualin najor
world events has long been debal.ted by historiins. Few would maintain today
that the major rends in human society can be seriously affected by tle
actione of irdiidualz. TYet it is equally obvious that on occasions, individials
can exert sipgniYcant influence on events in .mm‘aﬁ societies, and the case
of Ho Chi HNinh tesms one cf those. Ve are unfortunately hindered in our
understand_mg o' the role of FKo Chi Msnh in the V:Letnamese commnist rove=-
nent by a paucity of hard information. Much of his activity remains’ shrouded
in se]lf.‘-mposed mystery and conjecture. From the evidernce at hand, however,
| .i‘b‘_ appears thaton several occasions it was his interventi;on that was decisive
}t}n'the continued growth and development of the commnist moverent in Vi tnam -
in smcothings over factionalism, in presiding over basic strategicalchanges ,

jn recogrizing when the proper moment had arrived for action. A full exposéd
of Ho's role in the Vietnzarese revolutiomry movement must await mare wrecise

19

3nformztion about Hs life and activities, ~ Until that time, it can be said

that Ho Chi ¥inht!s leadership was a major factor in the success of the commu~
m.st movement in Vietnam
-~ The-points abtove axe by no means the sole reasms for ‘bhe success o f

“reommundsm in Vietnam,~ Other factors have been :mply pointed art in other
4t 4s clear that the revolutionary

Btudies of the period. ‘Yitatever the reasons,

: strat.egy of the cmﬁm*d.st roverent was, at the least.,a_q?ndi‘bimal successe
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Totad vicbéry had escaped their grasp. But the united Iront_technique,
and the Maoist cgncept of people's liberation war, had proved an effective
weapon which the party would not fail, in later years, to turn on their
new adversaries of the moment - the regime of Ngo Dinh Diem and the United
States.

The Pennsvlvania State University - . ) William J, Duiker



Footmotes

l. This documen£ary naterial, dealing with the pericd between the two '
wvorld wars, is located in the Archives Natiorzles de France, Section Cutre-
Yer, Rue Oudinot in Paris., Of particular interest are French gﬁ{gﬁé Mles
ard reports . latelled SLOTFCH (Service de ILizison avec les orlpinaires de
territoires de la France d'Outre-Mer) and held at Rue Oudinote I am preatl:
indebted to Professor Milton Osborns for pointing out the e;istence of'thesu
M les to me., Hereafter this source will be cited in tHhis pgﬁer as SIOT?GE.‘

2., SLOTFCM, Saries IIT, has a number of documents and reports dealing
with nationalist activity in the mid-twenties. The general irpression of
factionalism and inpotence 1s borne out by the material held in.these files.

3, This party had a number oframe changes curing its brief career. The
leaders of the party evidently felt that by ctanging their mame theyv could
eliminate the weakresses that plagued them. The party is best knovm as

th: Tan Viet Czch ¥enh Dong (New Vietnamese Revolutieonary Partyv).

i, There are scattered indications of abortive nepotizlions betwean the
two groups throughout theliterature on the period. A1l sources seem to agres
that neither side took the possibility of sincere alliance seriously.

5. The growing importance of the Revolutionary Youth league is de~ongtrated
by the fact that after 1529, French shreté reports to Paris are preoccupied
prirmerily with League (ard,later Indocknese Cormunist Party) activities.

For these reports, see SLOTFGM; Series iII, carton i8e

6., Some local branches of the party allegealy wanted to strike in response,
but the newlv-formed parivleadership fortade any action, SLOTFOL, Series III,
Carion L8, Dossier entitled "les Associations Anti-Francaise en Indcchine et
la propapamie cormuniste" , monthly report of Februar-~March 1530.

7. For a communiststudy of the period, see Tran Huy Lieu, lIesSovists du

¥phe Tinh (HanoiiForeigm Languares Press, 1960). Two recent English ~languars
studies of the period are Milton Osborne, "Continuity and Motivation in the

Vietnamese Revolutjon: New Light froagﬁe 1930s", in Pacific Affairs (Spring

197L) and Willian J. Duiker, “The Red Soviets of Nghe-Tinh: An Earlv Com-

yunist Rebellion in Vietnam", in Journal of Southeast Asian Studies =~ ..
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{septerber 1973).
8, THs issue is discussed in Duiker, "The Red SovietSesss'e

9. The troubl: was, French harrassment made adequat.e' 1liaison betwesn
the center andlo:al levels exceedingly diffictlt, a protlem that would
arise periodically in the future, |
10, Such criticisms can be founﬁ scattered throughout a series of articles

on the period pusiished in the Ranoi historicel journal Nehien Cuu Lich Su

(Historical Research) during the year 1961, Cther comments “of this mture

can be found in Buoe Npoal Vi Dal cua Lich Su GCach Yane Viet Nam (A Great

Step Forward in the History of the Vietnamese Revolution) (Bureaz on

the Historical Rese;rchof the Party, no dafe), pp. 60~63; and Van Tao,
“T4n Fieu Qua Trinh Hirh Thanh va Phat Trien cua Mat Tran Dan Toc Thong
Nhat Viet Nam" (Search for the Process of Forration ani Development

of the Viatnamess National United Front), Nghien Cuu Lich Su, .No. 1 (March

1959), pe 3l.
11, The Cormintern soon i_‘:und that this precented proolems of its owm.

Students from wcrker backgrounds often suffered either from laziness or
incompetilerice,

12. French sources are doubtful that a formal meeting was held at all,
bacause of police harrassment, armd conjecturs that the Maca leadership
ginply met the delegates jndivicduzlly as thev arrived, SIOTFOY, Séries 111,
Carton 5L, Dossier 35, Note Periodique, Seccnd. Trirmestre 1935, p. 66.

13, SLOTFCM, Serles 11T, Carton LB, Dossier Llis monthly report of
Septemter 1936 has a detailed expose of united front tacticse.

1. This,; of course, was in part a consecuence of the excessive urban
orientation enfcerced by Comintern directives during the early 1930s. '

15, This issue has excited some coniroversy in recent years, Jean

Chesneaux, in his Tradition et Revelution au Vietnam (Paris: Anthropos,

1971}, pe 220, contends that the shift to a rural strategroccurred only
{n the late 1930s. Tran Van Giau disagrees,-and in an article in Nghien
Cuu Lich Su, No. 1h2 (January=February 1972), ps 26, asserts that the

party had beedavating considerable. attention to the peasantry t}moﬁgmut



the 1930s. Without further evidence to the conirarys T am inclined to apree

with Chesneaux' conclis ions on this point.

16. Vaterial on tris conference is relatively scarces For an informal,’
almost "folksy" recollection, see Tran Fuy Lieu, "Di du Quoc Dan Dai Hol o
fan Tro" (Attending the National Conference at Tan Trao), in lchien Cuu
lich Su, Lo. 17 (August 1960).

17. A cormmundst model of the process is 1ocated in Ho Hai, uiogt Vai ¥
¥Hen vellioi Quan ¥e giua ¥ong Thon va ‘Fhanh Hhi Yoe Tz tra\.g Thoi Xy 193%
19-115" (4 few opinions on the relationship between the rural villages and

the eities durine the poriod 1939-1945), Nrhisn Cuu Lich Su, No. 52 (July

1963), pp. 15-2&. See Truong Chinh, Primer for Revolt (New York: Preeger, :963),p.L2.

18, Truong C}h:lnh 135ts a mmber of weaknesses in his om study of the
hkugust Revoluticn, including failure to seiz e sufficient weapons from the
Japanese, failure t 0 seize the Bank of Indochina, and lack of decisven=ass
in seizing power in the South.

19. Yore material on this question must be released from Hanoi before
a fuller undersianding of Bots role can be achieved. Unfortunately, Horth
Yistnarese historians at this point are not seriously looking into Ho Chi

FS

¥iph's career, at least so far as I have been zble 1o determies.
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