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The Stat~ Department maintains to the Depariment of Defense
thet Indochina is subject to immediate danger and is the
"most strategically important area of Southeast Asia.™
Dean Ruek believes that the resources of the U. S. should

"be dsploy=d to "reserve Indochina Trom further Communist

encroackment." Dean Rusk, Deputy Undersecretzry of State
to General James H. Burns, Defense Representative to South-
east Asia AId Committee, 7 March 1G50.ceuieicnsncsscossceanns



March (! 1950

110 General Burns:

Embodied belovw is & brief statement of ﬁepartﬁent-of State’
policy in Indochina end Southeast Asia. I believe that an exanin-~
atiogaof this statement willi'facilitote your consideration of
NSC . : | . L -

-Ihe .Department of State continues to hald that Southeast
Asle is in greve danger of Communist domination as & consequence
of aggression from Communist China and of internal subversive
activictles, ' The Department of State maintains that Indochina,
subject as. it is to the most immediate danger, 'is the most
strategically important area of Southsast AslZ, _

The Depertment of State believes that within the limitations
lmposed by existing commitments end strateglc priorities, the
résources of the United States should be deployed to reserve Indo-
chino end Southeost Asie from further Communist encroachment,

- The Depertment of State has accordingly alrcady engoged &8l1 its
..=oliviccl roscurces to ths end thai this object be secured. he -
Depertment 1s now cngoged i1z the process of urgently examining what
addltional economlic resources can effectively be engoged in the
some operation, - - - -
: It is now, in the .opinion of the Department,. & matter of the
greatest urgency that ths Department of Defense Gssess the strategic
aspects of the situctlon and consider, from the military point of
view, how the United States can best contribute to the prevention of
~ further Communist encroachment in that area, - -

The military assessment requested above is necessary to a
final determination by this Government of the manner in which
United States policy in this area’ shell be oxecuted, e
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_-y"Sincereiy.yours{ ;

o - - /s/ Dean Rusk :
o . SR Dsputy Under Sgcretary

Major Genoral Jomes H. Burns,
Office of the Secretary
of Defense, o o
Departrent of Defense,
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