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i'l. The stat'.! Depa:tI:.ent :w~intains to the Depc..rtn'h:nt of Defense 
that In&ochina is subject to L,~ediate danger ~~d is the 
"most strategically important area of Southeast Asia. fI 
Dean Rusk believes that the resources of the U. S. should 
be Cleployed to' "reserve Ind;china i'rom further Communist 
encroacr..ment. n De:m Rusk, Deputy' Ur.dersecretaxy of State 
to General Jam~s n. Burns, Defense Representative to South­
~ast As~a Aid Co::nni ttee, 7 March ].950 ~ ..••......•..•...•••.• 



March 7, 1950 

I "" ~.t" General 'Burns: 

Embodied below1s a brief statem~nt of Department of state 
policy in Indochina and Southeast Asia., I believe that an exo.min­
etion of tl11s statetlent willj'facilitcte your consideration of 
NW~. ,,' 

~he,Department of state continues to hald that southeast 
Asia 1s in grave danger of Communist domination as a consequence 
of aggression from Communist China. and of internal subversive . 
nctiY:l.ties. The Department of state, n1ainto,ins that Indochina, 
oubjcct aS,it is to the most immediate danger, 'is the most 
strategicelly important area of Southeast Asia, 

The Department of State believes that within the limitations 
imposed by existing commitments and strategic priorities, the 
resources of the Un1ted States should be deployed to reserve Indo­
chine. end Southacst Asia frol,! further Communist encI'oo.chment, 
~hc Department of state has accordingly' alreo.dy engaged all 1ts 

,:;lO~!.t!.:::.l :,os;:;.:.rcos to the end that this object be secured,. ,11he, 
Depa.rtment is now engaged !n,the process of urgently exo.min1ng llbo.t 
c.ddi~ional economic resources can effectively be engaged in the 
scme operation. -, 

It is now, in the ,opinion of the Department.: 0. matter of the 
g.'C'Go.test urgency thL;t the Department of Defense assess thestra.tegic 
D.3pects of the situation and conSider, from the military point of. 
view, how the United states can best. contribute to the prevention of 
further Communist encroachment in that o.rea~ . 

The military assessment requested above is necessary to a 
final determination by this Government of the manner in w~ch 
United States policy in this o.rea'sno.ll be executed, ' . 

" 

Ma.jor Genera.l James R. Burns, 
Office of the Secretary 

of Defense. 

/ Sincerely, yours" 

lsi Dean Rusk 
Deputy Under Socretary 

Department, of Defense,. 
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