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113. Grif'f'il1 re:>llies 'tha't "I llllderstend that ours is 2011 economic 
aid. nissio:\" and that the budding controversy could jeopar­
dize the econo~ic aid :>lrogram. The French sh~. no enthusi­
z,S::l ~or ?oint 4. Gullion (Saigon) 176 to Acheson, 13 March 
!?50 .... ~ . ~ . -................................... -............ . 
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FEO:.! G?I?FI1{. 

l~ !;:iss~o:J. werk till ~oy; r.!1.s been limited -to rcceivin.; requests 
::'r # Viet5 ~ Ca;:bocie.ns J 19.otie.:ls. l~cne of these coordinated ~·e.t by tl"icm 
0:- us, althou;h F':-e~1ch !la·;e sho~·.n at least p~~rt of their pro~r!:l.::l 0.::; 

de~~loped ~e~e to Vi-ats. This hn·s ~een ti:!l~ CO!lsut!in: :?~ocess of r.!a!ly 
r.!.eeti~~s a:ld ~ost.?c!1e::1.e:lts. lio diffi cul ty e.::.ti ci?s' ted .;;i th ro la ti "Vely 
si~?lc :!'!.;;;.bol!ian Laotis.n progrs.~ as these pcq?le cvope!"c."!;o \1i th i'rench 
anc are suspicio~s of Viets. 
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;':n:; t!-lat t:lis :.::.ssiO:l was instructed 2able ,ro.,:;ra1"1 reco::t:-:-~e:lc.n.tio!1s !"ro~l 
!'ielcl ai'tar exa::1ina tio!l (fact i'inci!1£;) ?!""c?osals and that subject had 
urbenc~r. iie have repee.t~(:l:: inf'or:-.'.6o. t?r::nc!l n~d Vietr; of our ho::,o that 
they have ~e2ti:'lS of !":!i!1cS ut l.n3.st O:''l essc!1"t:!.al end ur;,:en~ :. t~;:·~s GO that 
1JS could act ::lore pron?tly. ~;;c ha-..re not tried to force either ?nrt:," to 
cor.solida.tc its p!""ozrz..:.: ....... ith the other a.~~d ~ .. ;e h~;'''3 !lot urbcc nn:}" cou.rse 
in the sense second sente:1co of ~"our paragra.ph~. In fact our cO:lcc~n, 
clearly stated in Let+.a1 refcr~nce, haz cse~ t~ ~reserve our government 
from baing put into such n position. . , 

3. I ur.dersta~d tha~ ours is ~n eco~o~io aid ~ission and our r~~~r~s 
in sense of pG.ra;,;raph 2 c.bove hs.\c "been confined to econo!:".ic 3.J.a. !Io;-:ever, 
two p!"Og:"e.~!lS should be mutually su?portin!; and -,;ill possibly overla.!' to so~ 
extent. !::ept is entirely rir,ht in f'ol"esea.in:. ~rave triction on distributio:l 
of military aid. 'i'he cOl!tro .. er~y on Military aid which is budGinG wit!1out 
eony help frc::J. the I!12ssio!! could jeop.ardize success of eco:lo:~ic ?ro ~rarn. 
(Le;;e. t.icn believes Lep!lrt::lent t s vie"::s a bout not venturinG nny re:l"'..9.r~{s on 
:o;u·ojec"b reccnciling vie.·,s on rrd.litary aid r;l!\~f 0·3 inconsistent "lith Je?tals. 
1~2, ~.'.p.rch 1 C;lC 12£', !.:a.rch 8). In ViC .... l of oi'i'erlr3SCenCo in press and : 
~':-·:mch and Viet C~vt circles bV'3r !:.?? report tha. t all aid tould be throu;-:h 
?!"'I1.~Ce, ~issiop. end Le;;'""!ltion have thought O?f>0l .. t14ne to let I;hin6~ ~i!;-~1~r 
';~'.'.':l ~·.!fQ:'~ tr:ti!1G sell 3ao !:~i !l.nd Cn.rpcn.i;icr on vie .. · .. s fn refc:-e!1cerl 
:'C'·'';clc. ~'.y d~n1e.l .')~ azcnc~·· ret>ort s!1culd C9.1ra rl!'J;tors sO::le"'i~·!at. 
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4. Extre:.\cly ur:;ent to pre.:are and initiate program. at earliest 
;:ite 0:: pcli-i;i·::al benefit will be vitiated. Fact fincins hero should 
;::-.;;.lucc re?ort re!!:o:w.bly believed to be ac!::opt!lole ."i(;no:1 as well as 
~e.o Ds:'. If' enti:-e ms.tl;er is ,ut aside for negotiation in re~ote 
capitals i:l future so:oeti::1e, efforts to make goocl-will for and with 
=:eo I:s.i e le~')!! ~s ~i~~t be de stro:red. 'Se ha va jus t been inforned by 
;,.;nom: O~ his :l:Ti ·.·'al from Paris that econo!:'lic a id DrO~r!l.m for fifteen 
,0i11ion· sub",itt~cl cirectly to ·'·'nshio:;ton and bein!;: ;tudied by interested. 
r;se~ci .. ;s ther-3. Froo Ledoux's ':!rief CO~'rent 0:1 mn~e-u? this Parisi I 

:i·ashi~.:;ton sub~issio:1 !lot realistic econo!':lic or political bein~ do<:;si;ned: 
-'or-:- to ::-elic":o ?re~cl) b~l~nce-of'-payiJlents position than achieve US ; 
o:'.iecti~I~S of politicR.l econo:lic su??ort in Ir..doc:.ir..~. (See Le,~tel 165 ... : 
:~arch 9 ):l!"s.::;!"aph 10 (0). Ledoux requestinz ?e::r"!1issio:1 ?i;;non give us 
t:opy ";!!:"s evening;.. (;oT~:.?osi tion of ?!'oz;ra.m is of cou;'se very i~":>ortant • 
.. us C -=; ..... 7Jil9.S:.ZB strO!l.-ly the.t hOYT .A.~ericc.n aid is extended and how r$.lJ:!'dl"~ .. - .. .. ~ 

a.r~~ f6.~·:':or~ at least as i!Tlportant as how much. 

5. LI?:;~~:;J!, i!CKlr~SCl:: e'nd !?~L~.! have 'worked t':.ost usefully Vii th 
:',:i~sic::. I::- • . :·:CYZE't prcse!!oc has teen irrl.":1casuro.bly helpful. 

6. YOt~ !,::!J.y anticipate n-: lenst reco:.'::,1enc.!ltion that five million 
c.o!.!.~:rs ZCA ,! .... m.c~s if the:,' co.n be !T'.3.de Q,,"ailable cur!'"i]nt fisc!il year 
.3n':' l..i.l':: bG e;t~'p:v.loJ. nal'th {{e ·~·;i:i.l sUE::est what phases pro£ran should 
be allocatee t~Uit fu:1d. You ::-30:''' elso .anticil.1~.:t~ tho.t in this ?c.rtic~~~·.:lr 
coun-l-, .. v r;"?T;;""t;'TX "'nel ""LTOH '''I''.'' ""'-=-coM'ne~l3 ~Cl ~~';:ss'o"" "'D~.·n co-~l~'-~ c~"''''''''.J.,", .. yo. oJ J ... ~_ ••. _~'i "'" \';;1,;.1,..·_.t •. ~.; ~... :.. • ... .1 ~ •• _._ ..... _ ... _ .. v ~.1:! .... v ~ .~ ....... ~v 

all econO:J.lc a:c. U:lc.er cocrdi:le.t.ion by Chief difllo:r:ntic !!Ussion ... ':'~·.i3 
::"e~?cc';;; :?c:-r:.'].;.Hi Z:;.!. should be alerted ns top job will require person 
f:OOC s-t~ture ~!ld c:l?9.city (!Jickinso::! 3.nd 31un he.vo seen' .. co~curred. t!l:' 
proposul ~!l(! I,:' =ki.l!SOn ~':ill cis cuss on .return). 

7. CO-7'..bodi:!.!:.$ a~d Ls.otjs:1!:i ,":elc.orne technical a.id pros~ects. Viet 
he.ve !1it!lerto i:1sistec wit!1cut much cocu:ne!lt~-:'ic:l the~' well furnished ~:liih 
Viet teci1nicirl!'ls. ~';e le9rn tOo:lny t;!;.ey unGer misa?prehe!lsion they wO'.lld i 

r..!ive to pay sDl.~ri<,,;s A:1erican US techniciens sent hero v.rhich mny ac(:ount!i 
~O~ -their pa.st attitude. T"r..e:" :lOW. preperine; :aequests for con3iders. ble I 

i;cch.:"lical n~rist'7ncs. French have ae7'onstrated great techniC!l.l en 'ac:.ty 1 
here i!1 p~5t sud hsve r.!any able technicians. They show no enthusiasr.l. to~ 
?oint IV. ..hile l·!a.rr:h 3 Ao:ree!!tonts ?rovic.e priority French technicians,~ 
Fre:1ch !1i:;ht .s!~o .... : SQ:rle ls-:ituc:.e this. connection. T:"!cir s:~e.,ticisn r(!?or ecl 
:'ue :-21ief Point 1.7 has too little ::".onay and drive behind it and will r.o 
~:45'r:.r !'~t::' ".; ~C~ .. :!"Jl~y yea.rs. I 

! 

8. Gullion concurs. , 
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