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167, If tae Chinese invade Indochina, "he /A hesqé? said it was
clear thst it wes Tutile and & mistaxe to defend Indochina
in Indeeaina. He =aid we coudld noct have anovher fored....
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was of changing the Chinese mind." 3Secretary of Stave Note
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE
THE SECRETARY
June 17, 1952

Following his telephone conversation with Sir Oliver Fraaks today,
which ie reported separately, the Secretary saw General Bradley and
Mr, Perkins. Leter Sir Oliver dropped in at the office following &
peeting in Mr, Jessup's office.  He asked if he could see the
Secretary for a few minutes to get the further report oa the ratter
of talks on Southeast Asia, He repeated what he told us earlier that
he had had a second message from London following the report vhich the
Embasgy hed sent of Mr, Perkins! comversation with Mr. teele,

The Secretery seid that he had talked abous this matiter with
GenerafiBradley this afternooa and that Fridzy wes the only d=y
vhich General Bradley could possibly meet and that was very incqnvénient
for Mr., Acheson. He said, thereforc, he thought that any talks were
irpossible to arrange. FHe then said thiat he would be glad to talx
to Sir Oliver right at that moment and see where we stood.

The Secretary reviewed the situation and the talks which took
place in Paris. He said that in the earlier meetings vhich had taken
place on Southeest Asia, everyone had started from a differcnt
point and there had been little in the way of conclusion reached.

He said that he felt what was needed now was political decisions,

The Secretary then analyzed the situation as we sav it. He :said
that if the Chinese came into Indochina in force, we would nave to
3o something, Ve could not remain passive. He sz2id that none of the
things we cquld do were very pleasant ones and ve felt that = waerning
was highly lesirasble, He said tihat ve felt we should not give &
warning, however, i there had been no egreement on wnat we d4id in
the event the Corxmnists ‘moved in anyway. He -said this would make us |
1ook. very silly and would weaken the effect of any other warnings, . |
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He said it was clear that it was futile and a mistake to defend
Indochina in Indochina, He said we could not have another Korea.
He said it was elso true we could not put ground forces in Indochina,
We do not have them aud we could not allord to irmobllize cuch
‘forces as we had. Fe caid we could take air and navel action, hrow-
ever, end had discussed whether this should be confined to approaches,

He concluded that our only hope was of changing the Chinese miad,
He said that we could strike where it hurts China or we could set ua
a bléockade egainst trade. He said we had concluded that cur mission
would not be to destroy the Co-munist regime. He also said that we
fully realized the danger of bringing the USSR into the show,

The Secretery concluded that there was no point in getiing our
military people into any talks, He said we must get politicel decisions
first, He said that if firm decisions could not be reacred that ve |
perheps could reach tentative decisions. FHe said that it had been
clear at Paris that he was scmevhat "shead of the play" vaile the
French 2nd the British had urced us to discuss these matters and
hed wanted discussions before decisions were vade. UWhen th
question actually came up, they were not rcady to talk.

The Secretery remarxed that Mr, Letourneau had szid in Paris
that the military talks had reached sozme decision as to har to
evacuate the wounded, etc,, in the event of diffieulites., EHe said
that cur Navy had talked to Mr. Letournsau regarding rort sizes,
capacity of ships, etc., with regard to evacuation.

Sir Oliver said he thought he understcod the point, would feport
back to Loudon and would let us know if there were anything further
on i, .

Mr. Acheson said that if his analysis were wyrong and the British
Chiefs of Staff had eny different one, he would be glad to hear of 1t,
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