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SUBJEC T: SIHAhOUK PRE SS CONFERENCE 

1. SUMM ARY: PRI NCE SIHANOUK HAS ANNOUNCED THAT HE I S WILLI NG 

TO SUPPORT AND POSSIBLY lAKE PART IN A TRIPART ITE UNITED 

FRONT COALITION OF CAMBOD I AN ANTI-V I ETNAME SE RESISTANCE FORCES. AT 

THE SAME TI ME , HOWE VE R. HE STA Tr s THAT HE wILL NO T ACCEP T THE 

LEADERSHIP OF THAT FRONT SHOULD THE CHINESE AND AMERICA NS 

REFUSE TO PROV I ~E TIlE MILIT ARY ASSIS TANCE HE IS REQUES TI NG FOR 

A LAR GE AR MY OF HI S OWN . Hl SUGGES TS THAT UNDER SUCH CIRCUM­

STANcrs, SON SANN SHOU LD LEAD TH E FRONT. HE SA YS THE CHINESE 

IIAV E ASS URED HI M THA T SO SAhN I S NOW WILLI NG TO PAR TICI PATE. 

THE FOLL O~ING I S RAS ED UPON A TAPE OF THE INTERVI EW MADE BY 

A SOURCE WHO WAS PRESEN T. rND SUMMARY. 

2 . AT AN APRIL 21 PRFSS CONFERfNCE I N 8[ IJI NG . PRINCE 

ACTI CN ( U,~ ,7, 8 ) 

I v rr NIOS(*) J3 : NMCC ( ') J 5 ( 2 ) RDJ TF:L O( I) 

OA 14 1<') ADC-DAMIC *) DA~O (.) DACS-ZK I.) XOXX (.) I N(') 

0091' ) (, 1(.) SECD f F:I*) SECOEF(7 ) USDP (1 5 ) 0 1-1111 

N M I C 1 *) S loiS I 1) AT (1) l'I 0 I 1) V r '2 FRO ( 1 ) DEI 11 

DP-2B (1) DfI - 2C (1) D[1 - 3[) ( 2) 0 '· I II DB - 5 (1) OT-1 (1l 

DH rILE( 1) 

MCN=8 11 12/ 10353 

TOTAL COPIES REGUIRED 

TOR=f'l J: / t121Z [ =/l111211123Z CDS N=RP 09 43 

*.***.*~.*** •• *. ~ *~**.* PAGE 01 
220 0 41Z APR PI 
SE CT 01 OF 02 

• UNCLASSIFI£ • 
•• 

39 



* lIN rLA SS IFI FD * 

• 'I.' ... 
\-' Ui> \ 

" 

DE PARTMENT OF DEFENSE 
JOINT CHItF S OF STAFF MESSAGE CENTER 

NORODOM SIH ANOUK SAID HE IS WIL LING TO SUPPORT AND TO 
CONDITIONALLY PLAY A ROLE IN A TRIPARTITE ANTI-VIETNAMESE 
COALITION WITHTHE KHMER ROUGE AND SON SANN . HOWEV ER , HE EMPHA­
SIZED THAT IF HE DOES NOT RECEIVE THE MILITARY AIF FOR 
GREATLY ENLARGED FORCES OF HIW OWN WHICH HE I S REQUESTING FROM 
CHINA AND THf U.S •• HE WILL REFUSE TO ASSUME THE LEADER -
SHIP OF THE FRONT. HE ADDEO THAT HI S "MAJOR CONCESSION" 
TO J OIN A FRONT WOULD HAVE TO ~E APPROVED BY HIS FOLLOWERS . 

3. SIHANOUK REVEALED THAT HE HAD REQUES TED AR MS AND 
EQUIPMENT FOR HIS OW~ EXPANDE D ARMY FROM PRC 
FOREI GN MINISTER HUANG HUA DURI NG A MEE TI NG TH E PREVIOUS 
DA Y. HE SA I D HE HAD RECEIVED NO RESPONSE FROM HUANG AT 
THE TIME . ALTHOUGH HE WILL ME ET AGAIN WIT H THE FOREIGN 
MINI STER APRIL 22. HE DID NOT APPEAR OP TI ~IS TIC TH AT THE 
CHI NESE WOULD MEET HI S DEMANDS. THEY MERE LY WANTED TO 
CHAT, NO T NEGOTIATf AT THIS STAGE. HE SAID . 

4. SIHANOUK DECLARED HIMS~LF LQUALLY PESSIM I STIC, DESPITE 
THE "TAL ENTS OF HENRY KISSINGER," ABOU T OB TAI NING ANYO 
ASSI STANC E FROM THE U.S. HE SAID THAT KISSINGER HAD PROMIS ED 
HI M LA ST YEAR THA T IF REAG AN WERE ELEC TE D PRESIDENT, 
HE COULD GRE ATLY ASS I ST SIHANCUK IN OBTAINING FROM THE 

EW ADM I NISTRATIO N HELP I N FOR MI NG ANY ARM Y. HE SAID KISSINGER 
REPRE SENTE D HI S CHANCE TO OBTA I N "FRIENDLY AI D" FOR HIS ARMY. 

5. THE PRINCE OPINED THAT CHI NA MIGHT SHOW SOME IMTEREST 
I N A SI HANOUK I ST ARMY NEX T YEAR OR IN 1983 . AFT ER BEI JING 
HA D SEEN. A) THAT NEITHER SON SANN NOR TH E KHMER ROUGE 
COUL D SUCCEED I N GAINI NG THE SUPP ORT OF THE CAMBODIAN 
PEOPL E AND, B) THAT THE POS ITI ON OF KHMER ROUGE AT TH E 
UN HAD WEAKE NE D. HE CAUTI ONED THAT TIME WAS ON 
THE SIDE OF THE VIET NAME SE AN D THE SOV IETS. WHO WERE 
SU CC EEDING I N TH EI R ENDEA VOR i CREATE A GO VE RNMEN TAL AND 
MILIT ARY I NfRAS TR UC TURE IN CA ' (' !J IA. HE SOUGH T TO JU STIFY 
TH E CREATION OF A STRONG SIHI , KI S T ARM Y AS A MEANS NOT 
ME RELY TO GIV E HIM TH F LEVERA ( NECF SS ARY TO CONTROL. OR 
PRESERVE HI S POSITIO N IN A UN' D FRON T, BUT ALSO OF COUN- . 
TER I f>.G SOVIET-VIET NMTS [ rFF or ; TO CON SOLIDATE THE HENG 
SAMR I N REGIME WHILE TH[ RE WA S TI LL TI ME . HE CLAIM ED 
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HE ALREADY HAD UFFICERS, AhD T~AT HE COULD RECRUIT AN 

ARMY OF 100,000 "IMME ~IA T[LY6C. HE WA~NED THAT THO SE WHO HAD EXPRESSE 

o 
WILLI NG ~ES S TO JOIN HIS FCR CES, ASSU MING THAT ~EAPONS AND 

SJPPLIES WERE M.Of AVAILA BLF, ~OULD INSTEAD JOIN ~ITH 

HENG SA~RI~ IF THE ONLY OTH Eh ALTERNATIVE ~E~E THE 

KHMER ROUGE . 

h. SIHANOUK REAFFIRMlu HIS SUPPORT OF THE DIPLOMATIC 

INITIATIV[S A~ D STANCES O~ ASE AN, JAPAN, AND THE U.S ., 

AND SAID THAT EVEN IF C~INA TURNE D HIM DOWN HE WAS 

NEVERTHELE SS "AUT OMA TI CALLY IN CHINA'S CAMP." NEVER­

THELESS, HE APPEARED FtR GREA lER REALISM . EVEN IF A 

CONFERENCE WERE TO DE COMVENED, WITH OR ~ITHOUR VIETNAMESE I 

SOVIET PARTICIPATI ON, THIS ~CULD NOT RESOLVE THE KAMPUCHEAN 

PR08 LEM, H( POINT[D OU T. ~OSCO W AND HANOI WOULD CONTINUE 

TO LAHEL THE S ITUATI ON IRPEVERSIPLE AND PROCEED WITH A 

RUILDUP OF HENG SAM RI N /P [~N SO VAN FORCES INTO A FORMIOABLf 

ARMY, CO MP LET( WITH ARMOR ANP ARTILLfRY. CONSE~UENTLY, 

HE I NS I STED, THE U.S . AN D CHINA SHOULD RECOGNIZE THAT 

SUPPORT OF A S IHA NOUK ARMY OF SIZAOLE DIMENSIONS IS IN 

THEIR O~N I NTERESTS . 
8T 
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7. S I HANOUK ONCE AGAI N CALLEO FOR THl CAM BODIAN UN SEA T 
T ~ Sf LEfT VACA NT, SAYING THAT NE IT HER THE OK NOR HENG 
SAMKI~ WA S QUALIFIED TO R[PRES ENT THE KHMER PEOPLE. 

13 :)- 8 . 31 su - s 174 8,& 51384 .3358,& 8, 069,&6-,& 1# 83 7 
SAMPhAN HAD IMPLIE D THAT THE KHMER ROUG[ PLAN TO KEEP 
ALL OE FACTO STATE AND GOVFRNMENTAL RESPONS I BILITI ES FOR 
THE MSE L vr s, [JU T r~[EDED H I[ NAME OF SI HANOUK TO GIVE 
THE M RESPEC TA BILITY TH EY LACKED. THE PRINCE REAFFIRMED 
THAT I~ HE IS TO LEA D, HE WANTS TO BE A REAL LEADER WITH 
REAL POWER, OT A~ AMPASSADOR OR A PUPPET I N THE HA NDS OF 
THE KHMER ROUGE. HE I NSIST ED THAT HE DID NO T WANT A 
LARGF AR MY IN ORDEK TO FI GHT THE OK, BUT TO ASSURE THE 
KH MER P EOP LE HF COULD PROTEC T TH EM IN THE FUTURE, SINCE 
"WE CANNOT BE CON FIDENT OF TH E PR OM IS ES OF THE KH~ER 

RDUGr NO T TO BE LI K[ LY THE Y ~~RE DURING THE PER IO D 1975 TO 
19 78 ". 

ACTI rN II ,M) 
I ~FO NI OS lo) J3:N ~ CC(*) J5/?) RDJTF:L OII) 

OM' Ilo) AOC - DAMI/" DAMO lo) DAC S-Z.«q XOXXlo) INIO) 
009(0) 61(0) SEC DEF:I.) SECDEF(7 ) USDP (1 5 ) 01-1(1) 
NMIC I*) SWS (1) AT(1) 0 10 (1) VP-A 2 FRO (1) DEll) 
OP -2B(1) ['[, - 2C ll) 0[; - 31«2 ) DB-4 Atl) DR -51l1 OT -)(1) 
DI A FILE(1) 

"iCN=8 111 2/10f,Of, TGR=81 1 l? /1139Z TAD= A1112/11qlZ CDSN=RP0959 

o urJCLASSIFlro * 
PAGE 01 
2209 41Z APR 81 
SEC T 02 OF 02 



********.**********.** ** 
• UNCLASSIFIED * 
******** •• ***** ** **** *** 

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 
JO I NT CHIEFS or STAFF MESSAG E CENTER 

8. THE ONLY SOLUTION SIHANOU K DA ID HE COULD SEE FOR THE 
CAMB OD IAN PROBLEM WAS TO CREATE SUFFI CIENT MILI TARY 
DIFFICULTY ON THE GROUND THAT MOS CO W AND HAN OI WOULD 
BECOME AMENA BLE TO A POLITICAL SOLUTION. AT THA T TIME, 
A CO~FERENCE SI MILAR TO GENEVA 1954 COULD 8E CONVENED. 
THE PRINCE WARNED , HOWEVER, THAT ANY SOLUTION ARRIVED AT 
WOULD OF NECESS ITY BE A COMPROMISE . THE SOV IET UNION, 
VIET NAM, AND THE HENG SA~R I N REG I ME WERE RE ALITI ES WHICH 
WOUL D NOT GO AWAY AS A RESULT OF WISHFU L THINKING. 

9. SIHANOUK RE ITERAT ED HI S CALL FOR COMP LETE NEUTAALI­
ZATION, GENERA L DISA RMAMENT, FREE ELECTIONS , AN D INTRO­
DU CTI ON OF A UN PEACEKEEPING FORCE , FO LL OWIN G WITHDRAWAL 
OF VIET NAMESE TR OO PS. HE CAUTI ONED THAT GENE RAL 
DISAR ~ A MEN T WAS ~ECES S A RY NOT ONL Y TO PRE VEN T TH E KHMER 
ROUGE FROM TAKI NG OVER, nU T TO PRE VfNT ANOT HER CIVIC 
WAR BE T~E EN OK FORCE S AND A HENG SAMR IN ARM Y WHICH BY 
THAT TI ME PRESUM~B LE WOULD HAVE GROWN TO FORMIDABLE 
DIMEN SION S. 

THE PRINCE, NEVERTHELESS, I NS I STED TH AT HE WAS NOT 
RESURRECTING HIS PROPOSAL FO R DI SAR MAMENT OF ALL KHMER fORCES 
AS A PRECONDITION TO HI S JOI NI NG A FRON T WI TH THE 
OK NO TING HE WOULD NOT PU RSUE TflI S WITH KHIEU SAMPHAN, SINCE 
KHIEU " DIDN'T WANT TO TAL K ABOU T IT." 

10. THE PRI NCE I NFORMED HIS AUDIENCE THAT HE WOULD 
MEET WIT H KHIEU SAMPHAN HER E DUR I NG THE FIRS T 
WEEK IN MAY. HE NO TED, HO~EV ER, THAT HUANG HUA HAD 
CAUTI ONED HIM AGA I NS T HOL DING A TH REE MAN SUMMIT MEETING 
IN BE IJI NG , AS THIS WOULD ALL OW TH E VI ETS AND THE SOVIETS 
TO CLAIM THE COALITION WAS A CREATURE OF THE PRC. CON­
SEQUENTLY, SA I D THE PRINCE, TH E VE NUE FOR SUCH A SUMMIT 
WOUL D BE BANGKOK OR SINGAPOREA, PROVI DE D THE THAI AND 
SI NGAPOREAN GO VE RNMENTS AGREED. HUA NG HUA HAD ENCOURAGED 
HIM TO CREA TE THE UNITED FRO~T FIRST AN D RES OLV E DIFFER ­
ENCES AMO NG ITS PARTIES LAT E~, HE SAID . SI HANOUK 
WAR NED , HOWEVER, ThAT WHILE SOME PRO GRESS IS EX PECTED 
DURI N. TH E rA Y ~([ TI NG , TH E FORMING or t I ~ ITE D FRONT 
I S A VER Y COMPLICATEn PROCE SS WHICH WIL -Q UIRE Sor'[ 
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MONThS BEC AU SE OF AS YET UN RESO LVED DIFFERENCfS AND 

CO NTRO VERS I ES. 

11. THE PRINCf DRAMA TIZED HI S BASIC PESS I MI SM WITH A 

TYPICALLY S IH ANOUK IA N flOUR I SH: HE SAI D HE HA D RENOUNCED 

ANY PLAN TO RETUR~ HorE TO DI E WHILE VIETNAM STILL 

OC ClJf' I ED CAMHOD IA. Hf IJAS RESIGNEO, I NS TEAD . TO DYI NG 

I ~ PYONG YANG, IJHEkf HE SAID KIM Il SU~G IJOU l D CONS TRUCT 

A H U ~DHIS T S TUPA FOR HIM NEAR HI S CHA~GSON PALACE. 

ROY 
8T 
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