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38eme MESSAGE A LA NATION KHMERE DE SM1J~CH 
NORODOM SIHANOUK, CHEF DE L'ET/.T 

IJU CAMBODGE 

Venerae Votre Majesta la ReiD~, 
Respeetas moines, 
Bien-aimes compatriotes, 

La clique des super-trattres Lon Nol,Son Ngoc Thanh,Sirik 
Matak proclament "urbi et orbi" que "Ie 9 Octobre" est, avec 
"Ie 18 Mars", Ie jour "Ie plus glorieux et Ie plus heureux de 
l'Histoire du Cambodge" parce que depuis leur coup d 'Etat "contre 
la m.narchie et Sihanouk" la nation, Ie peuple, Ie pays "aeeedent 
enf'in it une. liberte, it une justice sociale, it un bonheur I a une 
prosperita sans egale". 

Tous les "9 Octobre" et "18 Mars", la clique de ces"chien. 
eourants" de l'imperialisme U.S., comme les appelle a justa titre 
n~tre peuple, rit, s'amuse ~ollement en ·musique at montre SaDS 
pudeUF Ie luxe tapageur et insolent de leu~ maniere de vivre a 
Phnom-Penh. Mais la population de leur sale et charlatanesque 
"republique" s'enfonce plus profondement que jamais dans la Mieere, 
1e Souf'f'rance et Ie Deeespoir. Dans maints f~yers, on n'entend que 
4es pleurs et de dachirantes lamentations. 

Le .sa,tanique , Lon Nol, chaque 1'9 Octobre" t fait a l a radi. 
un bilan ' pompeux de sa soi-disant "oeuvre de sauvetage et de dave­
l~ppement de la nation et de la patrie" • 

J.ux mensonges par trop grossiers de ! Lon Nol et de ses ' m"pri­
.ables pr"pagandistes (1' ar·chicorrompu Long Baret en particulier) 
je. n lai pas besoin d·'f,pp0ser mon jugement personnel. 

11 me suffi t de Ii vrer it votre jugement ie veri table ;ibila,," 1 .'. , de la "republique" de Phnom-PeGh, tel que l'ont dresse les plus 
" impertants journaux ' d'Amerique et d'Europe occidentale et les 

grMdes " agences de Presse du monde "libre" et capitaliste, auquel 
la clique de Lon NO'l a vendu s on p ays. 
(" '-'1 
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Ces journaux et ces agences de Presse etant a u mt!me 

Itc a!:lplt que la "republique" do Lon Nol, personne ne saurait consi­

de~er leur condamnation definitive du regime des trattres Phnom­

penhois comme etant "partiale" ou "injuste". 

_ Aujourd'hui, Ie monde entier sait que la "republique" de 

Phnom-Penh est Ie plus -incapable, Ie plus malhonnt!te, Ie plus 

corrompu, Ie plus anti-national, Ie plus anti-populaire, Ie plus 

trattre, 16 plus lSche, Ie plus meprisable et Ie plus catastro­

phiqued'entre les mauvais regimes.;;:n vous disant cela, je n'exa­

gere certes pas. Pour vous en convaincre, veuillez prendre con­

naissance des temoignages ci-dessous, datant du mois 

dernier (&eptembre L972), temoignages trop eloquents pour 

necessiter Ie moindre commentaire de rna part: 

"International Herald Tribune", numero du 7 Geptembre 1972, 

article signe Thomas " .Lippman: • •• "Foreign analysts interviewed 

here (in Phnompenh) agreed that corruption, inefficiency and 

political interference, combined with continuing pres s ure from 
• 

the communists have hindered the (lonnolite) army 's development 

into an effective fighting force •• There is also a ,ddespread 

feeling that this is a war ~ambodia does not '.-ant and cannot win,. 

Under (such) circumstances, it is difficult to sustain the (lon­

nolite) army's morale. Sven Chhang Song, the spokesman for the 

army high command, wrote the other day that "the khmer republic 

is locked in a battle in which it has all to lose and nothing 

to gain .-", " Phnompenh lives with the nightly rumble of artillery. 

The countryside looks more and more like Vietnam, dotted with 

ruined towns, shattered bridges and abandoned far as . Sxcept for 

the capital and its environs, already heavily attacked by rockets 

once this year and •• Battambang in the northwest, co~unist troops 

hold •• most of the country ••• and there is no prospect that 

(lonnolite) cambodians can get any of it back on their own ••• 

30.000 local khmer rouge, or guerillas, have staged a new round 

of heavy attacks in central and southeastern Cambo dia f or the 

past month: The (lonnolite) army's role is now entirely defensive 

and even in that task it has relied heavily on South-Vietnamese and 
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U.S. support. "In my 13 months here", a "Jest e rn ::lilitary analyst 

said in an interview, "I h ave seen no situation where the (lon­

nolite) Cambodians were able to clear major opp osition on their 

own , In a major difficulty, they do not have capacity to save 

themselves " •• The United states has •• tried to set up the army's 

first real training program •• Besides lack of training •• there 

are ?rimitive logistical support and living conciitions. The 

solciers' families live with them in the field . "~ou can imagine 

what that means when the e n e my artillery starts corning in", one 

analyst said. Since neither living quarters nor f ood are provi­

d ed , the soldiers and their families spend a lot o f their time 

constructillg huts and foraging for food. " You ought to see them 

\{hen 5 p .m. comes", a diplomat who h as spent time "'ith fie ld 

units said. "They stop fighting because they have to catch chic~ 

kens and start their cooking fires". 

" Far :J:astern Bc onomic Review" , numero du 9 Septembre 1972, 

article signe Boris Baczynskyj : " ••• This (lonnollte) e l e ction 

will not alie nat e the people; they are alienated already" •• 

This week'~ polling offe red the people scant alternatives in 

personalities, no choice in poli~ies •• Tqe only alternatives open 

to some voters were the ten candidates fielded by the :Crom Pra­

cheachon Party (or People's Party), a name previously ado pted 

by the cambodian communist party. Any surprise over the partici­

pation of a communist group quickly fadod when it was realised 

that the KPP was headed by an army officer who , of course, owes 

allegiance to Lon Non (younger brother of •• Lon 1101) and works 

in the latter's central committee for Coordination (a body which 

has served as a channel between the (lonnolite) government and 

the American CIA) . The v e ry fact that the choice lay between a 

government party a nd a ghost party kept many voters away f rom 

the polls . The general mood Was summed up by o~e politically 

conscious Phnompenh resident who said : "There is a ",inner before 

the vote. Why spend mon e y for the transportation?" ••• In Tam's •• 

Party and Sirik Matak 's •• Party withdrew from the scene in protest 

against a gerrymander that all but guaranteed a governJa3n.D , victory, 
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In Tarn claimed the law violated democratic principles too fla­

gr~~tly. Sirik Matak called it unconstitutional. If the elections 

achieved anything, it was that they highlighted schisms betwe en 

the men who hold pieces of Phnompen~'s power-pie. T~e digQn1 t~ ) 

was dramatised with a rec ent assassination attempt on Premier 

Son Ngoc Thanh, His own entourage Was quick to point out that 

the elaborately laid plot was hatched by Thanh's political oppo­

nents within the republic rather ,than by communists outside. It 

is r e vealing that when the political elite in ?hnornpenh Was 

discussing the elections, most cambodian-citizens talked about 

the rise in the price o f rice •• The rice. shortage may grow worse 

in P~nlIu_EYen. tOil Americans • .Apl!>a.Jje.nj;l.y f:.ind . thejr .~i.mi.am 

dwindling." 

~ . F . P ., 9 Septembre 1972: If • .' • , (There is a ) virtually 

complete enc irclement of the city (Fbnompenh) by the forces ~f 

prince Noro d om Sihanouk's rtoyal g overnme!'t of !rational Unity . All 

but one of the main roads out of Phnompenh are nOl~ controlled 

by Sihanouk forces, and the Lon Nol regime has had to appeal t. 

the United States and South Vietnames~~uthor~es in . SaXgon t~ 

fly in rice •• The_ american-arrned-army of 125.000 men i~ ·~r~ed 

with neither fo~d n!)r lodging, but it is l e ft to forage for it-se.l.fr. 
The soldiers today looted not only rice but other foods, wine and 

l~hatever other items they could carry •• ,One shopkeepe r ~Tas killed 

l~hile defending his premises... In another blou to the tottering 

Lon Nol regime, Sihanouk forces yesterday s eized eight government 

p~sitions on highway number one •• more and more rice-producing 

areas have : been cut "ff from the city by the Sihanouk f orces." 

Reuter, 10 Septembre 1972, hy James ? ringle : "The american.­

backed Phnompenh regime (is) already debilitated by military rever • .. 

ses and rec e nt riots over rice shortages •• United-States diplomats 

ad~it !)nly american air power prevents the (lonnolite) cambodian 

army from crumbling fefor e attacks by pro-Sihanouk forces ••• 

~eliable western reports from Phnompenh say a bout half the cambo­

dian population now lives in areas controlled by Sihanouk f"rces, 

which also hold most ~f the countryside •• Prince Sihanouk's f.rce, 

• 
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have also blocked six of the country's major highways, virtually 

throttling the capital •• The Cambodians (of the National United 

Front of Kampuchea) have launche_ a campaign to project the 

Sihanouk government not as a regime in exile, but as a force 

controlling 85 per cent of the Cambodian countryside." 

'uP., 14 Septembre 1972: "The (Lon Nol) regime's popula­

rity ill at an especially low ebb". -

"The New york Times", numero du 19 Septembre 1972, et 

"San Francisco Chr~nicle'" numero du 20 Septembre 1972, article 

signe Malcolm ·'T.Browns: "With (republican) Cambodia's military, 

economic and political situation sliding into deeper trouble 

daily, many of her people are expressing a nostalgia for the ' 

"good old days" two years ago when this land was a well ~.cI, 

peaceful kingdom and not a thread-bare and war-torn republic. 

The reminders of monarchy are still much in evidence despite the 

best efforts of the new government ••• The memory of Sihanouk •• 

remain~ vivid •• Sihanouk was feared and disliked by •• economic 

upper classes. Despite his royal blood •• his real popularity was 

with Cambodia's peasantry. The nation's farmers still apparently 

think well of their former sovereign •• But even for opponents ~t 

the former Sihanouk government, comparisons betl~een life- before 

his ouster and now are difficult to avoid ••• The new republican 

government designed a new national flas •• , created (a new) cons­

titution ••• and · •• renounced the neutralist foreign policies .f 

?rince Sihanouk in favor of active alliance with the .United 

states. In a matter of months, Cambodia, which had been peaceful. 

Was plunged up to its neck in the Indochina war ••• As the nation 

appears to flounder, many officials are wondering whether Cam­

bodia can go on ~-much longer under the leadership of President 

Lon Nol •• Recent conversations with Cambodians ind:i..cate that the 

people of the countryside have not forgotten the days when 

Sihanouk ' s helicopter might land without notice in the middle et 

a rice field to look after that part of the realm. The prince •• 

would accept gifts of fruit and then listen to anyone who wanted 

to complain about anything or about anyone, including local and 
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national officials. Lost Cambodians fe lt dee;:> ;:>r i C:e in the way 

Sih a n ouk refurbished and literally spotlighted the graat 

T\-relfth Centnry palace ruins at Angkor . The knowledge that 

Angk or is now da~aged by she 11 fire (il s ' agit d e l 'artillerie 

de Lon Nol, N.S .) •• has saddened Cambodians." 

Le journal numero un des :l:tats-Unis d ' J.meri que, "The New 

''''orl{ Times", a titre en grosses lettres <, .. t article: "Troubled 

Cambodians miss the Nonarchy". 

U. P .I., 20 Septembre 1972, special re? ort by Alan Dawson: 

" ••• (lonnolite) Cambodia is increasingly losing its territory 

to the communists. The government of Lon Nol holds the cities ••• 

but between •• the cambodian communists hold three-quarters of 

the country •• The military situation appears to be de teriorating. 

South Vietnamese and American officials both in Sa~gon and Phnom­

Penh are frankly worried, but are helpless to do anything •• The 

situation in (republican) Cambodia has deteriorated fas~er than 

at any time during the war , until now. All hig:~ways to ?hnompenh 

are cut, exc ep t f or one •• The (communists) now control all the 

countryside from the vi e tnamese border at least 50 miles into 

Cambodia •• The khme r rouge have taken over muc;~ of the western 

half of the country •• No military intelligence officer in Indo­

china as been willing to guess the strength of the ~hmer rouge 

for more than one y e ar •• "They may be strong enough to actually 

launch an offensive ", said one allied officer. "If they are, 

there is a v e ry real possibility (lonnolite) Sambo dia would fall." 

The" government of •• Lon Nol now controls les n than one-quarter 

o f the country •• Lon Nol himself , despite the bes t ef~orts of 

American surgeons and therap ists and a •• practitioner of acupunc­

ture, has n e ver fully r e cove red from a crippling stroke suffered 

in february , 1971 •• For the most part ,he has r er.!ained in his •• 

Phnompenh home, rare ly e me rging e xcept for brief ceremonies and 

seldom seeing e v e n his closest advisers . The countr y 's bes t troop~, 

~ormer mercenaries of american green b e rets in South Vi etnam, 

were almost wiped out when used as shock troops in 1970 in the 
early days of the cambodian War •• UPI reporter Sylvana Foa , who 
returned to Phnompenh rec ently after a two-month absence, said 
what struck her about (republican) Cambodia was the laclc of 
interest among the populace in pursuing the war.. F inding peaCe 

• 
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presque entierement occupee •• Cinq sur s~x des grandes routes 

menant a 1a capita1e sont dQvenues ~mpratic ab1es •• Le drama 

pour 1es autorites de Phnom-Penh, c'est qu'e11es ne peuvent 

recevoir de secours mi1it aire que sous forme de bombardements 

effectues par l'aviation america1ne •• A plu sieurs reprises, le 

gouvernement sUd-vietnamien aveit sauve 1a ca9itale et I e regime 

en envoyant a 1 a rescousse des forces "lonnoliennes" menacees 

d'eff'ondrement, un puissant ccrps exped i tionnaire " •• L'armee 

"nationa1e" compte 210.000 hommes, Sur 1e papier tout au moins, 

car aucune unit e n 'est au co:np]ct, sauf sur les feui11es de 

solde ov. f'igurent decedee .; mutes, pri scnnie rs, deserteurs , etc •• 

Jes officiers (sont) trop viti; promu3 et san.s gr.c.n c e experience­

certain s d 'entre eux, le fAit c st connu: ont r"fJt:le accede a 1 'epau-

1ette sans avoir f"it ur. jcur de :>reparation ",i1itaire , parce 

qu'ils avaient des parents inf:~0nts~ . Dans les villes~. 1a troupe 

offre un spectacle affligeant. Un c 0rrespondant ecr it: "Les 

soldats f1&nent par pe~itE sroupas d a ns les rues du centre de 

Phnom-Penh, demandent un peu d'argent aux cOltL"ler9ants, mangent 

aux llrais des r estaurateurs 0;;;' f ont la queue aw< portes de s 

cinemas, ov. ils ne payen·' pas l e ur plac.eq~ !iiais il y a pire. Dans 

1a ban1i eue, des "durs" •• la n'-l :l. t, " deva 1isent 1es habitations. 

On nous a affirme que p1usiaur s bijouticrs de la ca?ita1e ont 

re9u 1a visite de 1a "po1:, co miiitaire" qU1 a c oni'isque, l'arme 

au p oing, 1es reser'res d ' o r et d 'argent, ainsi que 1 13 montant de 

1a caisse,. Il n ' est pas e"to7.!n -:'.!lt qu a cctte arme e souvent indis­

cip1inee, mal commandee et raremcnt payee n'ait pas un moral 

a toute epreuve face aux combattant s po1itiques du ?UHc.: ••• E11e 

se deUlande de plus a n p 1u,; , comme neus ecrivait un jeune officier, 

si crest bien la patrie qu'a l la defend, ou un regime clont e11e 

n1attend plus grand chose o On a vu pota' l a premiere fOis, au 

de but de Septembre , des m11lier 8 de mi1itaires et de civi1s ~~1~UX 

furieux at affames piller l es ~ ocks de riz et 1es divers marches 
/ , 

de 1a cap ita1e. ~ans 1a ville e ncerc1ee, en a~fe t, 113 prix du 

quint a l de riz es~ passe d e 500 ri e ls en 197 0 a.,~,roo rie1s- plus 

qua 1e salaire mensue1 d'un solcl " t, d'un ouvrier ou d 'un petit 

fonctionnaire. Le gouv 3rne!",ont Lon '"0.1 •• a f' ai t riistribuer. quelques 
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dizaines de tonnes d e riz au prix officiel : l e s dis tribute urs 
se sont s e rvis l es premiers, suivis par leurs proches. Le marche 
parall e le •• jama is re prime, prospere; ma is l es ~auvres n'y ont 
pas acces . II etait ine vit a ble, dans c es conditions I que dans les 
clasnes les moins favorisees , Sihanouk, sous Ie ? ouvoir duquel 
personna nta jamais eu Cairn et qui a v ait su mail1.t cnir la paixt 
apparaisse comme I e dernier r e cours , Une personna1ite khmere du 
monde des affaires nous a dit rec emment it. Paris: "Au moins l e s 
trois quarts de la population de l a capitale souhaitcnt son 
retour ••• ", .... ". 

A.F . P ., 22 Se ptembre 1972: " •• • Officie11ement estime it. 
plus de deux c ent mille hommes , l'effectif eJ<act des forces a rmees 
kh~eres est impossible it. determiner , e t l es estimations les plus 
proches de la realite varient de quatre vingt it. c e nt vingt mille 
soldats. Un certain nombr e d e pratiques se sont en effet instau-' 
r e , - telles I e r ec ruteme nt de soldats uniquement- sur ~e papier, la 
non-declaration _des _ .!HJJ.-da±'Lmor-ts ...at.. disparus, qui p armcttent awe 
commandants des unites d e toucher des soldes et des Bquipements ­
qui trouvent ensuite l eur chemin v e rs I e marche noir-- b ien 
su?erieur it. l e urs besoins reels, Plusieurs brigades d 'infanterie 
( B, I .)ne compte nt que quelques c ent a ines d'hommes, au lieu de 
trois it. quatre mill e •• ~n revanche, on peut voir dan s les rues 
de Phnom-Penh- qui es t pe ut --Iltre la cap i tal e -Giu monde ou se trouve 
la plus forte densi te d' automobiles I>.'ercedes-- de nombreuse s 
voitures neuves recentes v a l ant plusieurs mil l ions de riels , ap­
partenant it. des offici e rs dont l a solde mensuelle est.a peine 
superieure it. dix mille rie ls (soixante dollars U.S .) ••• ". 

Temoignage ecrit de G~ISLhIN 3ELLO~G~T , 
Reporter-Photographe, 112 bis Ave nue Eichel Bizot, Paris 

12 eme: " •• Un an de sejour au Cambodge , de mai 70 it. mai 71, en 
tant que photographe de prosse, entratne que lques cQOstatations •• 
(La) briefing (milita iro , it. Phnom-Penh) est une farce grotesque 
jouee par Ie colonel Am Rong e t son a colyte le-ca~itaine 
(aujourd'hui "major", N.S.) Chhang Song, porte-parole de liarmee 
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c c:mhodgienne . La, davant une carte du Cambo dg e , l e s deux l a rbins. 
dOlli,ai ent un compte-rendu immanquableme nt optimiste sUr l a situa­
tion mili taire a u cours des derni eres 24 h eures .. Bref' , c e brie-€ _ ., 
f'ing quotidien n' apport e rien ou presqu e •• Qu elquef'ois vous 
appron e z, a v e c p lusi eurs jours de retard, que l es troupos gouve r­
n O:1:entales (lonnoli e nnes)- ont subi une gr ave defnite , ou qu'un 
chef' de province est t ombe dans une embuscade •• i:ais il e st trop 
t ard a t l os deux comiques de l'arme e n' e n ont souffle mot •• On 
vous parle aussi inlas sablement de r a lli e ments parmi l es Khmers ­
Rouges et des progres de l a " guerre populaire" (un my the homolo-
gue de l a p a cification au Sud Vi e t Nam ) •• Mais I e mensonge e st 
~ gros qu'il n e devrait pas ~tre pris en consideration par des 
gens serie ux. De toute fa~on, I e gouvernement c~.lb0 8gien (de 
Lon Nol) utilis e sciemment Ie mensonge systematique e t les 
communiques d e victoire son-I; crees de tout e pieco pour "informer" 
l a presse etrangere a u Cambodge •• Enfin , il faut ajoutor que la 
censure est totale au Ca mbodge (de Lon Nol) et que tous les 
c~bles d e presse sont soumis a une censure prealable. En c e qui 
concerne la presse cambodgiannQ,c'est bien ?ire . Des qu'un jour-
nal montre des velleites d'indepe nd ance , un de but d ' espri t cri­
tiqu e a l'egard du gouv e r nement (d e Lon Nol); de l ' ar",ee (lon­
no l i e n ne ) •• il est regulierement c alomnie, censure , pour s uivi ••• 
Francis Bailly, un photogr aphe f'ran~ais,independ ant, a ete tue 
sur une rout e pres de Kompong Cham •• En operation, il avait e u 
l'occasion de f'aire l o s m~mes photos que Ie photographe allemand 
;)ie t e r Ludwig. Les soldats cambodgiens (de Lon Nol) brcmdissaient 
f'ie rement l es t 8 t es d e leurs e n nemis qu'ils venaient de couper, 
ouvraient I e ventre, extirpaient I e foie d es c ad avres, I e cuisai­
ent et I e mangeai ent. LudWig r entra en Allemagne apres c es scenes 
hc:llucinantcs . Ses pho tos f:ur en t publiees dans "Ie !louv el Obs e r­
vateur", "~'EX?RESS ", "De r Spi e gel" e t "Time" . Francis Bailly 
ceda partiellement a In demande du colonel commandant l'operation 
qui souhaitait . que l es photos n e f u ssen t pas publiees . Ses scrupulo!; 
amenerent Je a n-Pierr e Challard (un ecriv a illeur qui e nc ensa 
Sihanouk jusqu' a u 18 Mars (1970), qui I e calo~ia apres comme 
b eaucoup d'autres ), a e crire un article de l ou a nges concernant 
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la probite intellectuelle de Bailly et a fustiger Dieter Ludwig. 
pour sa 18chete d'avoir publie des photos qui nuisent a la repu­
tation de l'armee (lonnolienne) •• 11 aurait ete etrange qu'un 
photographe independant n'exploite ,.. rapidement de , telles pho­
toa •• si Bailly ne m'avait confie personnellemeat qu'il donnait 
ses renseignements aux attaches militaires de l'Ambassade de 
France ••• 

Les generaux de Phnom-Penh ont substitue la 1utte raciale 
Ii 1a lutte des classes. II faut rejeter les "Thmils" athae. 
(envahisseura vietnamiens) alors qu'en rea1iteune grande partie 
des patsans 'lutte contre la junte mili taire de Phnom-penh •• et 
Ie fait que le8 ' Cambodgie~~ ' se battent pour Sihanouk ou dans les , 
rangs des Khmers RoUges a et~ erige en my the par les hommes au 
pouvoir. Dans un pays en guerre, 1a realite devient secret d'Etat." 

"International Herald Tribune", numero du 23 Septembre 19721 
"Decline of the Khmer Republic" •• "The situation is deteriorating 
from day to day in favor of the enemy and the cSihanouk Clique. 
In a word, this is the result of the incapacity of our government." 
This recent quote from a Phnom-Penh newspaper, expre·sses the presil"ftt._ 
mood in the Cambodian capital •• The enthusiasm of the summer of 
1970 has given way to a general weariness and hopelessness over 
the war, which manifests itsel£ in the increasing moral collapse 
of the upper class and desperate apathy among the masses. Lon Nol 
has failed to mobilize the people •• "- From the Neue Zuercher 
Zeitung, Zurich". 

"U. S. News & ~,"or Id Re port", numero du 25 Septembre 1972: •• 
"The reds already control Cambodia!s Northern provinces and the 
territory East of the Mekong River- roughly two thirds of the 
country •• The cambodian 80vernment claims its Army numbers about 
200.000. American experts say only about 135.000 men are in 
uniform •• About 75.000 of them are trained and equipped by the 
U.S ••• The enemy has cut six of the seven prinCipal roads linking 
Phnompenh with the rest of the country •• Communist roadblocks 
and a poor crop led to a rice shortage in the capital •• The result 
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"as an outbreak of food riots in Phnompenh in early September. 

2ven soldiers joined in looting shops of food, cigar e ttes a nd 

other goods •• The riots further we ak ened the shaky regime of 

Lon HoI •• Some experts on Asia say it could be only a matter 

of time until worsening military, e conomic and political condi­

tions lead to Lon Nol's downfall •• The Cambodian communists •• in 

recent months are b e lieve d to have grown in strenght •• " ~ 

U.P.I., 28 Septembre 1972: "Severa l of (lonnolite) Cambo­

dis's best equipped briga des •• rarely, if ever , have been (in) 

action at the front. These troops, derogatorily dubbed "city 

flower soldiers", have be 'come increasingly involved in brawls and 

firefights. Somo have been linked to bar holdups and grenades 

tossed into movie theaters. 'tr.len violent looting brol<e out sept. 

8 in Phnompenh's central market, the "city fl ower soldiers" were 

at the vanguard,. Certa in army officers •• have been using their 

units as private a rmies and have become all too powerful in recent 

months •• (general Sosthene) Fernande z has clashed politically 

several times with colone l Lon Non". 

Reuter, 28 Sept embre 1 972, by John Parcell: " •• (There 

has been) an increasing trail of violence around city bars and 

cinemas between members of riv.l elite units such as paratroops 

or between soldiers and military police which have caused doze ns 

ot casualties •• There has also b een a rising tide of com? laints 

£ram the public and shopkeepe rs against what cambodians call the 

"teat!lQan lomar krung", the "city flower soldiers" ••• Some units 

have . been in phnompenh up to a year without t~<ing part in the 

war". 

, 

\ 



__ L 13 ---

"Far Zastern Economic Review", numero GU 30 Septembr e 1972, article sign e Nayan Chanda : "The quarter-billion do llar aid pro gramme for Cambodia" , President Nixon claimed in Jecembe r 1970, "is, in my opinion, _ ro bably the best investment . ~ . 
~n .L or e l. gTI a s -sistance that the United State3 has made in my lifetime ". In a country where the writ of the goverlli~e nt hardly Tuns beyond the perimeter of the c apital and a f ew isola t e d tm·ms ( l~here it is grap­pling with runaway inf l a tion , skyr ock eting prices and f ood crises), these words now evoke bitter smiles. cowever, tho obvious irdny of Hixon's stat e me nt a s ide , o bserve rs h e r e are a;'lazed a t the rapi­di ty with which Cambodia has sunk to the d ephts of l~aste and cor- . rup tion- a phenomenon llEft,l1Jy :lsso ciated With Amer ic an a id to mili­tary r egimes in Asia • • Th e problem o f ccr r uption i s int imately associat e d wi th the nat ure of the '1 onnoli te) reg i me •• ~ .'hi t a bout 80 per cent of the population living out side ( lonnolite) g overn­ment control, and the r est hard nit by une m?loyc.lent and galloping inf l a tion, (republic an) CaMbodia s i mply cannot absoT~ _ veryt~ing the U. S. might pump into the country . . It is no\-' an open secr ~ , ­Phnompenh that much of US $ 8 ,4 milli0n werth of medecines importe d with US assistance in 1970 and 1971 h a v e been sold to the Vietcong for hard cash- not only by busines5ann but mi l itary co~~anders as ~Tell. By the e n d o f l as t y ear the U, S,· had funne l led i n the country $ 172 million in equipment f or an a r my i n which more t han 2 0 per cent are phantom troops .. Arms and ammunitl.on f or tho · p~lant om s ol­dier s , too, have found t he i r ,yay to t he other side ••• ':'he r e have been h eavy imports o f luxury c a rs, aircond itio~ers; telev ision receivers, e l ec tric typewrite r s and ,~~ movie f i lm and equipa ment . A House : Bo ve rnme n t operation Commit.tee re ? ort t ",bl e d in ·!Tashington r e c ently c aus t ically not e d : " AI;) ' s conc ept ot: essential assistanc e appears t o c ontain too much cf "luxury" flavour". In a stat ement that ac companied the repor t , VTilliam l :oorhead J the cha±rman o f the committ ee; c onclud ed : "It i s n o,., obvious why the pre si dent wa s so a nxions for the sub-committee ~ot to look at the Cambo dian AI~ programme d ocu ment,. We know why he cho se to invoke "Executive privilege" •• to try to hide tr.e admi n istrative ineptn p "", corruption and was t e of US t a x dollars tha t has marked the dis-mal failure of the Camb odian assistance progra~e-a programme that has been h e ld up as the mod ., l of the Nixon :Joc trin e in South-3£!.st k sia •• " 
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Chers compatriotcs, 

Vous voyez que la presse americaine, curopeenne et lon­
nolienne sont unanimes a reconnaitre que la sale "republique" de 
Lon Nol ne peut plus tromper personne et fait fai11ite irrever­
siblement at que Ie FUNC , Ie Ci"UNC e t les FAPLNC sont irresisti­
blernent victori eux. Le "chien" Long Boret a beau "aboyer " a 
110. N.u., pretendant que Ie F.U.N.C., Ie G. a . U.N . C. et les FAPLNC 
sont des "communistes vietnamiens", et que Sihanoult est "defini­
tivement rejetil par Ie peuple khmer". La grande p resse des U.S.A. 
elle-m~me reconnait aujourd'hui que Ie F.U. N. C., Ie G.R.U.N.C. 
et les FAPLNC sont authentiquement khmers et que Ie peuple khmor 
en zone non encore liberee par Ie FUNC non seulement s 'est com- . 
pli,.tement detache du regime de Lon Nol mais .encore pense intense­
ment et r es te fide1e a Norodom Sihanouk et au Trone. 

Contrairement a la propagande ca1omnie u.se des Lonno1iens, 
Ie Trone n'est pas 1'ennemi de 1a democrati e . Les purs democrates 
Khmers et les heros populaires te1s que MM . Khieu S ~~?han, Hou 
Youn et Hu- Nim Ie savent bie n puisque, spontanement , a mon appel 
en date du 23 Mars 1970, i1s ont repondu sans de1ai et ont accepte 
de r epresenter 1e Gouvernement Royal a l'interieur de notre pays. 

Le Trone n'est qu'un pur symbo1e de l'union des patriotes . 
~ans Ie cadre du Royaume du Cambodge 1e pouvoir d'Ztat n'appartient 
et n'appartiendra qu'au 
taure deja dans 85 pour 

peup1e khmer. Le pouvoir popu1aire s'ins-
cent de notre pays. ~ans un avenir 

pas de s'instaurer 

pro- · 

defi-
chain, 1e pouvoir populaire ne manquera 
nitivement a Phnom-Penh et a Battambang a 1a p lace de l'ignob1e 
dictature fasciste, archi-corrompue et sanguinaire des diabo1i­
ques Lon Nol , Son Ngoc. Thanh, Lon Non , Sirik !~atak , les pires 
ennemis de 1a democratie e t du peup1e . 

Compatriot es vivant sous 1e joug du regime lonno1ien! 
II ne tient qu'a Vous de mettre fin tout de suite avos 

ie~rib1es ma1he urs, souffrances et humiliations et d 'instaurer, 
avec Ie retour de 1a paix et de l'indepe ndance nationa1e, Ie 
pouvoir populaire chez VOUs . 
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Votre but patriotique sera a tteint si vous aidez effecti­

v e ment et a ctivement I e FUNC, Ie GRUNC et les FAPLNC a renverser 

les tyrans-bandits Lon Nol, Son Ngoc Thanh, Lon Non. 

Cessez de courber 1 'echine devant eux. Levez-vous I Joignez­

vous a la revolution populaire du FUNC I Le salut national et Ie 

v8tre seront realises. 

VIVE LA LIBERATION Nt.TIONALE 

VIVE LA REVOLUTION DU PEUPLE KHMER ' 

A BAS LA F AUSSE ET ANTIPOPULAIRE "REPUBLI ~U';;" !JE LON NOL ~ 

NO::lO,)OH 3IHllTOUI< 

PEKIN, LE 80CTOBRE 1972 


