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DE COLONIAIIS~iE U. S . EN "REPUBLIQUE I\11NERE " 

Pl.R 
Richard h . Blystone et l'iatt Franjola 
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f'latt Franj ola , Correspondants de A. P . a Phnom- Penh. 
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" ANNIVERSi\RY SERIES " 

1/ Cable de Richard lJ .Blystone_, 

Extraits: 

"Five years ago , next thursday , a new "8al vation Govern­

[;lent" declared that the people of Cambodia were "ready to sacri fice 
t ' 'efilselves in a holocaust., ." . For many Cambodi ans , the holocaust 

has come . It may be near now for the "Salvation Government " • • • One 
of every 10 Cambodians has been killed • • • ~t least four of 10 

have been made refue;ees by a savage war ••• Rice fields , rubber 
c;roves end ancient monuments have been devasted by bombs and 
artill ery. The economy (of the Khmer Republic) is suffering 400 

per cent a year inflation . The "salvation government " has become 

a (Lon- Nolite) Presidency •• enmired in incompetence and corruption . 

Despite a total of more than 1 . 1 billion dollars in U. S . military 

aid , the (Khmer - Republican) armed for ces are taking 25 per cent 
casual ties a month and are unable to replace them . Instead of 

independence there is total depe ndence on American aid . Instead 
of nationalism and neutrality against a for eign intruder , ther e 
is a civil war • ••• The "Khmer Rouge " are winning militarily •. • 
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Not all in the (Kampuchea United Front) movement are re ,;arded as 
communists ••• To the Americans , at firs t, Car.lbodia ' s problems Iolere 
a subplot to the drama being played in Vietnam . But after five 
ye8r s , the United States sudrl enly finds itself facing dilemna : 
should it provide more bombs and bullets in hopes of achieving a 
more benign and graceful defeat, or ••• (should it refuse) further 
mi l itary aid? There is no 10n2;er any widespread talk of vi ctory 
in Phnom Penh . The most optimistic speak of a "controlled 
(surrender) solution " • • ••• During his rule , Sihanouk •• • had kept 
his country at peace ••• One of the (Khmer- Republican) leGislators 
said recently "\lie never thought it wouJ"d come to this . If I had, 
I never would have voted to remove him , Sihanouk" • •• Early in 
the war , thousands of expatriate vietnalilese were reported massacred . 
'l'here bloated bodies were seen floating down the !lekong river toward 
their homeland. .. In l'!ay 1970) t;he United St a.tes made its contro­
vers i al thr ust westward from south VietnaJIl deep into ••• CaJIlbodia • •• 
The United States started milit ary aid to the government of Sirik 
Hat ak and Lon Nol. The rationale , as it waS for t he i nvasion , was 
to Save American lives in South Vietnam •••• The firs t two years of 
fighting saw U. G. military aid s row • •• and the ( Khmer -Republican) 
army to a reported 200,000 men plus . But Cambodian and other 
sources estimat e that 30 to 40 per cent of the money would up in 
pockets al l the way down the line f rom general to private . The 
army roll s were found to be full of "ghosts " whose pay was collected 
by officers . Now military experts estimate the Phnom Penh s ide has 
about 75 , 000 t r oops ••• l..nd children , often by age 12 , were themselves 
lugging 1'116 rifles and earning a soldier ' s minuscule pay to help 
support their famili es • . • A cease- fire agreement for Vi etnam wa~ 
signed in 1973 ••• The United States launched a mas s ive bombing 
campaign in Cambodia ••• U.S . tactical jets and B52 bombers dumped 
300 , 000 tons of bombs on Cambodia before Congress in Washington 
ordered a halt in August 197 3 . The strikes were called in by 
(republican) Cambodian spotters whose intelligence was aotoriously 
bad , accordi ng to U.S . sources. Many civilians were killed and 
t housands made homeles s . One misdir ected B52 strike killed 140 
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civilians at Neak Luong .- The United States provided plenty of alr 
support and trained (lonnolite) Cambodi8n pilots in Thailand to 
p:covic;_e more . It gave out hO\<Iitzers and high e}:plos i ves and 
armored vehicles , rifle s and grenade launchers - many of which 
ended up in Khmer Rouge hands through- captur e and c orrupt i on . 
)jut some analysts here Sa;)' j,v erica neLlected something more important ­
the human support that would have e ncoilrar;ed (lonnolite) c_ overnment 
troeps to fight mor e resolutely .• . (Lonnolite) soldiers had to buy 
t2e ir U.S . - provided malaria pills and sometimes their bul l ets from 
(lonnoli te) officers who want to maint ain st andards of hi[,h living . 
Occasionally a unit , unpaid for months , viould d_escend on Phnom Pe nh 
with arms to demand their wages . In hoth civilian and mil it e.ry life , 
resentment ripened into conte mpt for the country ' s leaders • . • Lon 
Nol pl"oclai rned himself President.. . (but) the memory of Sihanouk 
beean to recover from the (Lon Nol) government ' s early propaganda 
campaign . Last year , an old ,."oman beckoned a newsman to t h e back of 
her h ouse i n a northeast(;)rn province town . She lifted a p;ile of old 
newspapers , and there was the Prince ' s forbidden portrait . In 1973 , 
a bitter (lonnolite) Air Force lJilot celebrated the eve of the 
coup anniversary by tryine; t o bomb Lon r,ol ' s palac e . Th e same year , 
the Khmer Rouge offensive moved to the ';apital ' s doorstep , but 
massive U.S . bombing helped stave it ofL .• As 1975 opened , the 
insurgents , again , attacked - this time going first for (lonnolite) 
s ovornment supply lines and outposts deep in hostile territory before 
closinf, on t h e Capital. Supply roads to the coast had been already 
cut , and when the I-',elong river route I,as closed at the end of 
Janu ary , the cri sis \'las complete . Now commerce in the Capital i s 
moribund . Customers have no money • • • " . 

x 
x 

III Cabl e A. P . 
" . • 11eanwhile, in Phnom Penh , heated polit ic al infiGhting 

was cont i nuing . • • An As ian diplomat f:!:'om an advanced country said , 
"they are behaving like '~hildren , a l l this pol i tical fight ing means 
nothing anyway. " •• "The Khmer Rouge are LIt the door" , he said , 



"aIld the ir politicians are still fif!;hting among themse lves" . In 
the provinces , western refugee sources said thousands of refugees 
i n Kompong Thorn • • • north of Phnom Penh , were starving •• • The 
governor , general Tip Ben, was hoarding rice ••• (People in Kompong 

'['hom said) they would rather ( go) to the Red Khmers than die a 

slow cteath in the (lonnoli te) government zone . Last month , "'hen 
U. S . refuf~ee workers asked to see the Governor ' s rice warehouse , 

genera l Tip Ben refused to show then,. The general also said there 

were no rice mills operating in Kompong 'l.'hom , but U. S . personnel 

found three ••• In more evidence of (lonnolite) government offici als ' 
corruption, U.S . source in the province said , r efugees who planted 

rice were allo\.,ed to keep only part of the harvest after (lonnolite) 
::.;o'!ernment officials and landlords claimed the land that waS planted 

belong to them . No land survey had been done prior to planting , 
sources seid .". 

x x 

III/ Cable de Natt Fran.j ola. 

" ••• In Phnom Penh , thousands of military age men can 
be seen on the streets and t he rich and influential can still 

avoid the army by purchasing a forged student card or by paying 

off their commander , thus becoming a "ghos t trooper " vlho exists 

only on paper •• • Many (lonnolite) top officers are incompetent • •• 

In the contrast to the (Khmer Republic) government army , (Kampuchea 
United Front ' s) officers stay at the front with their troops • •• ". 

x 
x x 

• 
- FIN -
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1.Jr . R G ALLOPHT 

PRESIDENT DU CONBEIL EXECUTIF INTERCROIX ROUGE 

C 3716 
GENEVE( S\:JITZERLAND) 

l'I LE PRESIDENT J AI LHONIEUR DACe-USER RECEPTION DE VOTRE 

}iESSAGE TELEGRAPHIQUE - CONCERNANct LEXISctENCE DES...EQUIPES DE CROIX 

ROUGE A PHNOHPENH STOP AU HOI'I DU FRONT UNI NATIONAL ET DU-GOUVER­

NEi'iENT ROYAL DUNIOtlT NATIONf..LE DU C/lJ1BODGE J AI LHONNEUH DE VOUS 

DEIL'.NDER DE F AIRE EV ACVER DANS LE PLUS BREF DELAI POSSIBLE ET 

SURTOUT AVANT UNE EVENTUELLE OFFE~,SIVE-J)ES FORCES .AR1'IEES· POEULAIRES 

DE LIBERATION NA'nONALE DIRIGEE CONTRE PHNOhPENH BflJ3TION DU NEO­

COLONIJ\.LISl1E-US ET_ DES TRAITRES LONNOLIENS TOUTES LES EQUIPES 

ZTRANGERES E'l' 'I'OUS LES ETRANGERS 'l'RH AILLANT SOUS LETIQUETTE DE 

CROIXROUGE ET AU'l'RES STOP LE ]" UNC LE GRUNC LES F APLNC ET 1i0HlEI'lE 

NE POUVONS ET NE POURRONS P!S Gf.RANTIR LA SECURITE DE CES EQUIPES 

ET DE CES PERSONNES S'l'OP EN CE QUI CONCERNE NOS CONPATRICTES 

PHNOMPENHOIS _ VIC'l'ItiES DE LA GUERRE NOUS POSSEDONS DES· ·EQUIrES 

NNI'IONJ.LES SPECHIiES QUI SEN OCCUP'.2:ROHT DES NOTRE RENTREE DANS 

PHr'OMPENII S,['OP VEUIT.T,EZ !i.GREER ~'J LE PRESIDEN'l' LAS8 URANCE DE 1']A 

HAUTE CONS I DER J:T I ON NORODOl'1 SIHANOUK DU CfJIDODGE 

PS NOUS INVI'TONS AliSSI LES EQUIPES INTERCROIXROUGE SE 

TROUVANT ACTUELLEm:N'I' DANS CER'rLINES VILLES PPOVINCHLES DU CAl1-

BODGE it QUITTER RJJ'IDEHENT NOTRE TERHITOIRE NATIONALE CliP DUNE 

P1:RT NOUS NE POUVONS E'l ' N'.s POURROIIS PPB ASSut1ER LA RESPONSABILITE 

DE LEUR SECIJRITE ET TIf.UTRE PART NOUS HONS NOS PHOPRES EQUlPES 

NATIONALES POUR SOCCUPER DE NOS COMPATLIOTES VICTII1ES DE LA 

GUERRE STOPEND NORODOl-l SIHfJ, OUK 

LE 15 MAPS 1975 



TELEGRALliE 

Nr H SALISBURRY 

PRESIDENT THE N£\V YORK THIES 

NEWYORK (USA) 

PERI'ill'NEZ i;QI DE SINGP.LER A VOTRE AT r2ENTION E~C SI POSSIBLE 

A CELLE DES LECTEUHS DE THE NEHYORK THiES UNE TRES 13CEN'IE DECL!~A­

TION DE LANBASSADE DE H LONNOL A PJI.RIS SELON LAQUELLE SOH GOUVER­

NEliENT · /, FHNU',FENH EST 'l'RK; J!'OI~ro TRES ,sOLID:C: ET tiE COTJ"RT ABSOLUlamT 

Aucml HISQUE DE TOI'iBER Dnm LES JOURS ET LES r·10IS A VENI R GTOP 

LJ.GENCE RElIT'ZR P.I'.RIS 13 lIf..RS ECRIT Ell EFFET DEUXPOINTS CIT1..TION 

C"hBODHN E!":BAS'::'Y OFFICIALS HERE TODAY REJECTED REPORTS TH!.T PHNOtl­

PENH 1;JjlJ3 /,BOUT TO F1.LL TO KHf·lER INSURGENTS BESIEGING MID SFillLLING 

THE CAPITAL STOP QUOTE IVE DO NOT BELIEVE THP.T PHNOf'iPENH \HLL FALL 

SO SOON UNQUOTE ONE OFFICIAL SJ..ID STOP QUOTE P.ND h'E DO NOT THINK 

THAT PRINCE NORODOM SIHANOUK WILL R2TURN TO FFINOMFENH OR '1'Hf!r j. 

CO!-,lJ~UNIST GOVERNI:ENT IS LIKELY TO BE FOR1'lED THERE IN THE rmXT l:!'EW 

~JEEKS OR !10N'l'HS STOF THE T;Hl'~ERS ROUGES HAVE s'rILL A LONG VIRGULE 

VERY LONG \'iAY TO GO BEFC .. 2: THEY CfPTURE PHNONPENH VIRGULE THE 

OFFICIJ.L SAID VIRGULE TH1~T S Nor FOR Tm'lORROW YET UNQUOTJ:; STOP 

FINCITATION IL APPJ'IIHT DONC QUE LA SONNDI"1E Dl.Lh,,"{HE TIREE Pt.R 

LEU1W EXCELLENCES LE PR:t:SIDEN'l' FORD E'l' LES f':INISTRES KISLINGER 1'1.' 

SCHLESINGEH EN F i.CE DU COl'IGRES DES US!. SI.VERE :'.:NUTlLE PUISQUE LE 

REGIl'IE DE Ii LONNOL SE !~nRj\IE 'l'RES 'l'RES FORT ET QUE LES KHHERS 

ROUGES SONT LOIN DETRE 1'1ENACN,TS POINTf,XCL!J"il~TION 

Pf.,.,' AILLi::URS vm'RE GR1JliD JOURNl.L AINS I QUE BEAUCOUIO DAUTRES 

GRl.NDS JOUR Nf.UX U'lliRICLINS E'I' :.USS I LE GOUVERNErJ;'ENT DES USL 

SEr1BLENT FORTEl'lENT DOUTER QUE NORODOM S IHi.NOUK SOIT CONS I DKlliD 
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PAR LES KH~1ERS ROUGES COMME ETf.NT LE PRESIDENT DE Lf. RESISTl'.NCE 
ClJ'iBODGIENNE ET QUE SIHANOUK PUISSE PARLER V/,LABLEMENT AU NOM DE 
CET1'E RESIST J.NCE STOP JE ~'iE PERMETS DONC DE SUGGERER A TOUS LES 
J OURNLUX ET AU GOUVERNEMENT DES USA DE SADRESSER DESORl-lArs flUX 
rGIHERS ROUGES POUR AVOIR LES REPONSES fLUX QUESTIONS QUII.S SE 
POSENT LCTUELLEMENT EN PARTICULIER EN CE QUI CONCERNE LES 
CH1..NCES DE VOIR UN JOUR LES KHHERS ROUGES ACCEPrER DE NEGOCIER 
OU DE REJ.LISER UN COl1PRmnS OU DE FORI'lER UN GOUVERNEHENT DE 
COl'.LITION AVEC LES KHMERS BLEUS DE PHNO!1PENH STOP lUUTE_ CONSIDERA­
TION NORODOM SIHANOUK DU CM1BODGE 

LE 15 MJ.RS 1975 



DEC L A R I, T ION 

DE S:JIDECH NORODOn SIH1.NOUK DU CiJlBODGE 

- Le 18 Mars 1975 

Aujourd ' hui, la clique du traitre Lon Nol , abject valet de 

l' Imperialis me U. S '-, ~ ~e- -rt5eme. -1..n.n±vers.aire." de-Jna..-.s.oi-d j 5 ant 

"deposit ion" • 
-----.. 

Encore une fois , je proclame urbi et or bi que cet~-
~-

tion" est absolument illegale car : 

1/- Dans la Constitution du Royaume du Cambodge qui etait 

applicable jusque la , il n ' Y avait aucune disposition qui accord~t 

au Parlement le droit de "deposer" Ie Chef de l ' Etat , lequel , selon 

la meme Constitution, avait les prerogatives d ' un Souverain Khmer . 

Dans ~ette Constit ution, il etait dit que la personne du Souverain 

eta:it"lJ.s-~ . ..inviolable" • 

2/ La clique du traitre Lon Nol pretendait que le Parlement 

ayant elu Norodom Sihanouk comme Chef de l ' Etat du Cambodge en 1960 , 

ledit Parlement pouvait "logiquement" - sinon legalement - le 

deposer en 1970 • 

Or, s~ l'on s'en tient a une telle "logique", et aux regles 

classiques de l a "democratie il , il fallait et il etait absolument 

necessaire d'int erpeller d'abord un Chef de gouvernement - et, a 

fortiori , un Chef d;Et at _. avant de le faire tomber • Et on ne peut 

faire tomber un Chef de gouvernement - et , a fortiori , un Chef d ' Etat 

qu ' en sa presence. 

Jljais I e Parl ement de Phnom Penh a "vote " la "deposition" de 

Norodom Sihanouk en son absence. En sa qualite de Chef de l ' Etat du 

Cambod~e, Norodom Sihanouk etait en visite en U. H. S . S •• 

3/- Les "conditionsr. t res speciales de ce "vote" etaient bien 

connues de tous les observateurs etrangers a Phnom Penh : Les Parle­

mentaires avaient a voter s ous l a menace des armes des soldats 

(parachutistes, tankist es , policiers militaircs) de Lon Nol • 
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l1/_ i . l e nouvelle de cotte " deposit ion" illegale , le pouyle 

Cao.oocigien .G t cst soule ve en r.u:sse pour p:::'otester . Lcs-protestatnires 

ont e t6 ::Jit r ailles a C:lout :<,ortE.l1t par les troupes et les auto-rntirail~ 

lcuaes de Lon lTol, et cola SDUS lOG y oux cles corres:?onde.nts de la 

?resse etTangere ( y coopris les J~eric~ins) . 

5/- L ' unaniwite des Ca:::1D o G.,s iens at Cambodsi3nnes patriote5 

( o~ est-a-dir e , a part les tr a i tros v a lets des V.S.h . ir~eri~listes) 

a adopt& a v e c enthousiasne ~a ~6cleration en cinq point e en date du 

23 hars :i. 'nO (cans laquelle j " c1eclare.is ille5~1 le Coup d ' 3 t at du 

1 £ Eers 19'"10 z t invi tei t l a !.?cuple C~rr.bod::;ien a :p!"enc..re l es arh'G S 

pour li0erer totalenent notre Patrie des Griffes au neo colonialisne 

u. s . et de son valet , 1. e f.:'!scisoc 1onnolien .. 

T O\Jt r E: cer.u::1ent oncore , Ie Coneres H3tional. clu peuple C£!oood­

gien , clana sa Resolution ~istorique , a officiel1e~ent mentionne ~on 

non ( Ho::-oaoJ:l Sih2.0l0ult ) en tant que Chef de l ' J:tat du Ca moodg€: e t 

?resiclent du Front Uni Patione l (c 1est-a-dir e de Ie rtesistance lJatio­

nale) du Canboc.ze . 

J e proela4.e cone aujour d fDui q ue je res~e l ' unique legal 

C:·:..ef de 1 f 2tnt du C,;:-,.·.1o oc1ge 0 

~n t e.nt que tel , j ~ jure d e rester a jaoais fide l e au Pro ­

eral::u:1e l"oli tique du FUHC et at.: peuple Ca[,1i:>oc~G ien qui , coni'oroe:;-oent 

au ~JrozraIT' ... --:1e ::-oli.tiqu e prccite , es t et restera Ie .caul Gle.itre de ses 

destinees et I e souvernin d6tent~ur de s pOllvoirs lezislat if , exeeutif . 

judiciaire , nilitair e . 

Et je jure que , au:;::: cot es clu !l ~upl e CcHuoodcien e t clans I e 

cadre GU FUHC , je eoootlt tr :l i sans esprit c2e r e cul ni acceptation de 

nc g ociation ou cor~'!pro~is, 1 1 I np cr i al isme U .. 5 . et ses v elo t s , at cela 

jusc.-.u 1 a la libe r ation totale , d.2fini tive , irr~ve r[;io1e C:u I~a~puchee , 

r.le. l"atrie bien- e.i::-.lee • 

NORODOM S nll.lIeU''{ 


