
BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

CONCERNING 

AWARD RECOMMENDATIONS FOR 

U.S. ARMY SPECIALIST FOURTH CLASS 

CHARLES EARLE CRAFTS 



L TC Stephen Harmon 
Assistant Chief~ Army A wards Board 
U.S. Army Human Resources Command 

Contained herein is background information in support of the recommendations for a 
Silver St<ir, Bronze Star Medal with "V" Device, and Bronze Star Medal for service for 
SP4 Charles Earle Crafts. 

Tab I. Introduction and listing of the "Friends of SP4 Charles E. Crafts." 

Tab 2. Summary of SP4 Crafts' biography and timelines of his captivity. 

Tab 3. L TC Behnke's letter to Senator Olympia J. Snowe requesting her 
support of this effort to which she graciously agreed. 

Tab 4. SP4 Crafts' DD 214 and associated personnel records. 

Tab 5. Report of a Board of Officers recommending change of SSG Bennett's 
and SP4 Crafts' status from "missing" to "detained by a hostile force" based 
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Tab 6. Section of the Military Assistance Command, Vietnam (MACY) log 
kept during the opening two days of the Battle of Binh Gia. It clearly reflects 
the poor intelligence capability of those early days; e.g., on page 8, the enemy 
force was estimated to be a battalion of Viet Cong. Later, it was discovered 
that more than 5000 battle hardened veterans of the 9th Viet Cong Division 
\vere on the battlefield at Binh Gia with their third regiment in nearby reserve. 

Tab 7. Letter from CSM Michael N. Martin (US Army Ret) who served as an 
Advisor to two separate Vietnamese Ranger Battalions. CSM Martin clearly 
describes the environment in which SP4 Crafts operated. 

Tab 8. In memory of those with whom SP4 Crafts served, but never returned. 

Douglas E. Moore 
Colonel, US Army Retired 
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INTRODUCTION 

PURPOSE: A small group known as the "Friends of SP4 Charles Earle Crafts" is 
'ery proud to present for approval by the United States 1\rmy Awards Board the 
following recommendations for SP4 Crafts' heroism and service on the battlefield 
and while being held captive from 29 December 1964 until 23 February 1967. We 
believe very strongly that he deserves the following awards: 

Silver Star Medal for gallantry in action 
Bronze Star Medal with "V" device for heroism 
Bronze Star Medal for extraordinary service to his countr)' 

Our recommendations are the culmination of more than six years of extensive 
research and diligent effort led by L TC James E. Behnke (US Army Ret) and an ad 
hoc group of Vietnam veterans. We are determined to present the Awards Board 
with sufficient eyewitness and archival information to allow them to recognize SP4 
Crafts for his gallantry in action during the Battle of Binh Gia on 29 December 1964 
and for his steadfast faith in God, Country, and fell ow PO\Vs during more than two 
years he was held captive under brutal jungle conditions where malnutrition, 
disease, and maltreatment were omnipresent. 

The members of the "Friends of SP4 Charles E. Crafts" are as follows: 

L TC James E. Behnke (US Army Ret). L TC Behnke was a captain in 
1964 and served as Senior Advisor to the Vietnamese 33rd Ranger 
Battalion, one of the toughest organizations in the South Vietnamese 
Army and one that was constantly in the midst of heavy combat. The 
other two members of his advisory team were SSG Harold G. Bennett, 
Light 'Weapons NCO, and SP4 (then PVT E-2) Charles Earle Crafts, 
Radio Operator. LTC Behnke is the author of a widely known book 
written about his Vietnamese counterpart entitled DAI-UY, meaning 
"captain" in Vietnamese. 

Mr. Duane E. Frederic is a Vietnam veteran who has carefully researched 
the captivity experiences of several American POWs that were held in the 
jungle camps of South Vietnam, especially those held in the 1963-65 
timeframe. He was responsible for most of the documentation that led to 
the award of a Medal of Honor to Army Captain Humbert (Rocky) 
Versace that was awarded by President George \V. Bush on 8 July 2002. 

CSM Michael N. Martin (US Army Ret). CSM Martin served multiple 
tours in Vietnam and was an Advisor to Vietnamese Ranger units. He 
was inducted into the Ranger Hall of Fame at Fort Benning in 1995 for 
his many achievements as a Ranger during a distinguished thirty year 
military career. CSM Martin wrote an article about the Battle of Binh 



Gia that appeared in the September-October issue of "Behind the Lines" 
magazine. He has also written three books about Vietnamese Ranger and 
Airborne units. He also sponsored an effort that led to SSG Harold G. 
Bennett's induction into the Ranger Hall of Fame in 2004. 

Colonel Douglas E. Moore (lJS Army Ret). Colonel Moore was awarded 
the Distinguished Service Cross for extraordinary heroism as a medical 
evacuation helicopter pilot and served multiple tours in Vietnam. He 
participated in the Battle of Binh Gia and monitored the last radio 
transmissions of SSG Bennett and SP4 Crafts before they were overrun 
and captured. Colonel :Moore wrote an article entitled "Bad Day at Binh 
Gia" that was published in ARMY magazine in August 1999. 

Colonel Donald L. Price (lJSMC Ret). Colonel Price is a decorated 
combat veteran of multiple tours in Vietnam. After more than five years 
of research into the Battle of Binh Gia, he wrote a book about another 
Marine officer, Captain Donald G. Cook, who was wounded and then 
captured at Binh Gia. His book entitled "The First Marine Captured in 
Vietnam" was published in 2007 and is widely acclaimed. 

MG Edison E. Scholes (US Army Ret). General Scholes served multiple 
tours in Vietnam including Senior Advisor to the Vietnamese I Corps 
Ranger Command during his second tour. He retired in 1996 after a 
distinguished thirty-five year military career that included four combat 
tours in three major conflicts and served as Deputy Commanding 
General of the XVIII Airborne Corps. 

MG Eugene L. Stillions, Jr (lJS Army Ret). General Stillions served 
multiple tours in Vietnam and was Quartermaster General of the Anny. 
After retiring from active duty, he was senior executive for a nationwide 
business engaged in developing jobs for persons with severe disabilities. 
He also served as President of the lJ.S. Army Quartermaster Foundation 
and currently serves as Chairman of the Board of Directors for 
America's Pride, Inc., a service-disabled, veteran owned business that 
employs disabled veterans. 

The circumstances leading to our request are simple. SP4 Crafts was initially 
assigned to Vietnam when the American involvement was limited to an advisory role 
only and there were no US combat troops in-country. In fact, there were only about 
20,000 Americans serving in Vietnam at that time and there was little of the usual 
infrastructure we commonly associate with a military operation. That, coupled with 
the fact that SP4 Crafts was captured and not released until two years later, 
disrupted his normal chain of command and no one took the time to research his 
actions and service when he was recovered from captivity. As a result, no award 
recommendations were prepared for him before he was discharged, so we are trying 
to rectify that oversight through this effort. 



We are proceeding with this project under the authority of Section 1130, Title 10, 
United States Code that allows for referral of award recommendations by a 
l\lember of Congress. In this case, Senator Olympia J. Snowe of SP4 Crafts' home 
state of Maine agreed to assist. 

All we ask of the Army Awards Board is that they carefully evaluate the 
information we present and we are certain the Board will recognize the heroism and 
service exhibited by a young American soldier who did his best to serve his country 
under extraordinarily difficult circumstances. 

Thank you for your consideration, 

The Friends of SP4 Charles Earle Crafts 



SUMMARY OF SP4 CRAFTS' BIOGRAPHY 

Charles Earle Crafts was born on 11August1942 in Livermore Falls, Maine. His parents 
were Leroy Bradford Crafts and Virginia (Voter) Crafts. Be was their only son, and bis 
birth order was second of three children: one older sister and one younger sister. 

Crafts' graduated from Jay High School in Jay, Maine in June 1960. Be worked for the 
International Paper Company in Chisholm, Maine from August, 1960 until be was drafted 
into the U.S. Army on 3 June 1964. His marital status was divorced, not remarried while 
in military service. Be was 6 foot tall and weighed 168 pounds. 

Be completed Basic Training at Ft. Dix, and received Advanced Individual Training as a 
Radio Operator, MOS 051.l at Ft. Dix. 

Be arrived in Vietnam after Thanksgiving, 1964 and attended a Military Assistance 
Training Advisor orientation course in Saigon conducted by HQ, MACV. Crafts was 
assigned to Advisory Team #95 at Bien Hoa with duty as the Radio Telephone Operator for 
the ARVN Ranger 33rd Battalion. Be did not have any Infantry or Ranger training beyond 
Basic Training. 

Crafts was captured by the Viet Cong on his first combat assault at Binh Gia on 29 
December 1964. He returned to U.S. military control on 23 February 1967 after enduring 
two years, one month, and 24 days of brutal jungle captivity. 

Following repatriation to CO NUS, Crafts was hospitalized for treatment of malnutrition 
and malaria. Be was released from active duty on 12 May 1967 and received an Honorable 
Discharge. 

He returned to work at International Paper Company and worked there until the 
employees went on strike. After the strike ended Crafts accepted a buyout offered to the 
International Paper employees. 

He worked briefly for the Disabled American Veterans as a National Service Officer to 
help Vietnam veterans process their claims for disabilities and represented them in getting 
al benefits that were due them. Be left that job in 1989. 

In 1991 Crafts retired due to disabilities incurred during his captivity as a POW. Be is 
currently rated 100% disabled by the Veterans Administration and Social Security. He 
and his wife Juanita reside in Livermore, Maine. 



TIMELINE OF SP4 CRAFTS' CAPTIVITY 
FROM 29DECElVIBER1964 -23 FEBRUARY 1967 

1. SSG Harold G. Bennett and SP4 Crafts were captured on 29 December 1964 
and herded away from the battlefield with a few survivors from the 33rd 
Vietnamese Ranger Battalion. Darkness began falling as they entered heavy 
jungle and began moving down a narrow trail, so SSG Bennett and SP4 
Crafts began planning their first escape attempt. Both knew the best time to 
escape would be before their captors had them in firm control. During this 
time, the guards were walking in front and back of the small group of 
prisoners, so SSG Bennett told SP4 Crafts that when the conditions were 
right, they ought to break and run for it. SP4 Crafts agreed and told him it 
would be his decision when to run. The guards apparently sensed something 
was being planned because they closed around the two Americans and denied 
them an opportunity to escape. 

2. On 30 December 1964, SSG Bennett and SP4 Crafts arrived at a camp they 
called "Camp ARVN" because it already held 50-75 ARVN (Army of the 
Republic of Vietnam) enlisted men and 8-10 ARVN officers. On 1 January 
1965, both Americans were moved to another camp about two miles away. 

3. On 2 January 1965, Captain Donald G. Cook, USMC, joined them. Although 
he had been wounded in the leg and suffering excruciating pain, Captain 
Cook quickly assumed the leadership role of Senior American Prisoner and 
SSG Bennett and SP4 Crafts pledged their loyalty to him. From the 
beginning, Captain Cook took every opportunity to undermine and bedevil 
their captors and established code names for everything and everybody in 
the camp. To further confuse the enemy, Captain Cook took on the code 
name "Jose" while SSG Bennett was "Floyd" and SP4 Crafts was "Hobby." 

4. During the afternoon of 2 January 1965, SSG Bennett and SP4 Crafts began 
planning a second escape attempt. Using a set of jeep keys that were not 
detected when SSG Bennett was searched, they weakened the cheap locks on 
their leg shackles and used a nail clipper (also overlooked by the guards) to 
cut vines binding the overhead poles in their cage. They knew Captain 
Cook's wounds would prohibit him from joining their escape attempt, but 
they proceeded anyway. Ordinarily, the guards sat around a campfire at 
night and chatted, but on this particular night they were unusually observant 
and any noise would be detected. The next morning, the cheap locks were 
replaced with U.S. Army locks that proved impossible to pick. 

5. On or about 26 January 1965, Captain Cook, SSG Bennett, and SP4 Crafts 
began moving to another camp. They walked two days before reaching a 
village where they stayed for four days. Captain Cook was having difficulty 
keeping up, so he was left at the village when they began moving again. 



6. On 6 February 1965, SSG Bennett and SP4 Crafts arrived at a camp they 
dubbed '"Camp SOB." Later that month, SSG Bennett went on a hunger 
strike to protest the poor ()Uality of the food they were receiving. 

7. Sometime around the middle of March 1965, Captain Cook joined them at 
Camp SOB. The three Americans immediately began planning another 
escape attempt. They planned to take advantage of the morning "latrine call" 
when all three were usually allowed to go together. They selected 20 March 
as the escape date, but only Captain Cook and SSG Bennett were allowed to 
leave their cage. For some unknown reason, SP4 Crafts was held back that 
morning. Captain Cook and SSG Bennett made a break for it, but were 
quickly captured and severely punished. 

8. In April of 1965, an American civilian, Donald Dawson, and a Vietnamese 
interpreter, Colette Emberger, were brought to Camp SOB as detainees. 
Dawson was allegedly searching for a brother who had been lost when his 
plane went down. They were released on or about 24 August 1965. 

9. During this entire period, SSG Bennett's health had begun to decline as a 
result of jungle diseases and his inability to adapt to the poor food being 
served. Captain Cook and SP4 Crafts did their best to assist him and 
encouraged him to eat. · 

10. On or about 15 May 1965, all three Americans began moving to a new camp 
called "Camp Carefree." During this long forced march, SSG Bennett 
became too weak to walk and was beaten and kicked by his guards. The last 
time he was seen alive was on 28 May. Later, the guards told Captain Cook 
and SP4 Crafts that SSG Bennett had been killed, but no shots were heard by 
either American. 

11. On or about 1 June 1965, Captain Cook and SP4 Crafts arrived at Camp 
Carefree. Already present were four other American soldiers captured when 
the Special Forces camp at Hiep Hoa had been overrun on 24 November 
1963. They were: SFC Isaac Camacho, SFC Kenneth Roraback, SGT Claude 
McClure, and SP5 George E. Smith. 

12. On or about 4 July 1965, U.S. Army Captain John Schumann joined the 
other six Americans at Camp Carefree. 

13. Security was somewhat laxer at Camp Carefree, so SFC Camacho took 
advantage of a violent thunderstorm and made a successful escape during the 
night of 9 July 1965. On 16 July, the remaining POWs were moved to a 
temporary location called "The Bivouac Area." SP4 Crafts was suffering 
from recurring malaria and it took him l 0 days to reach that camp. 



14. After remaining in The Bivouac Area for approximately two weeks, the 
Americans were moved to a camp dubbed "Camp Tay Ninh", arriving there 
on or about 7 August 1965. In late September, the guards took SFC 
Rorabach to the camp commander and he was never seen again. He allegedly 
was murdered by his captors as had been SSG Bennett. 

15. On or about 21November1965, a release ceremony was held for SFC 
MCiure and SP5 Smith and they were returned to American control. The 
North Vietnamese Government used this event in their attempt to influence 
American opinion against the war. 

16. On or about 24 January 1966, a U.S. State Department Official, Douglas 
Ramsey, joined the other three Americans at Camp Tay Ninh. 

17. After suffering from malaria, pneumonia, kidney failure, and the effects of 
malnutrition, Captain Schumann became critically ill. SP4 Crafts attempted 
to nurse him back to health, but Captain Schumann died in his arms on 7 
July 1966. 

18. On or about 21 October 1966, SGT Sammie Womack arrived at Camp Tay 
Ninh just in time to begin a grueling, fourteen day, forced march to another 
camp dubbed "Camp Binh Hoa" where the conditions were even more 
horrible than the earlier camps. 

19. After being alerted a few days earlier that they might possibly be released in 
one of those humanitarian efforts to sway American public opinion, SGT 
\Vomack and SP4 Crafts left Camp Binh Hoa on 16 February 1967 and 
walked a circuitous route for a week before reaching a road north of Lai 
Khe. At that point, their Viet Cong guards stopped a Vietnamese bus and 
placed the PO\Vs aboard. When the bus reached a military checkpoint in the 
vicinity of Lai Khe, both men were taken under U.S. control again. 



August 5, 2006 

JA!'v1ES E. BEHNKE 
Lieutenant Colonel, U.S. Am1y (Ret) 

Honorable Olympia J. Snowe 
United States Senate 
ATTN: Sam Horton 
154 Russell Senate Office Building 
Washington, District of Columbia 205 I 0 

Dear Senator Snowe; 

Over the past two years, 1 have been working with a small group of fellow Vietnam 
veterans to obtain recognition for two outstanding soldiers that served our country during 
the early stages of the Vietnam War. Neither was properly recognized due to on-going 
combat operations and because the command and administrative infrastructure usually 
found in military organizations did not exist in Vietnam at that time. As a result, many 
heroic and meritorious deeds were not properly documented and soldiers did not receive 
the recognition they were due. 

For example, in 1964, there were fewer than 20,000 Americans deployed to Vietnam and 
many of us were assigned to extremely small teams as advisors to the Vietnamese. The 
team that 1 served with consisted of me, a non-commissioned officer, and a private. We 
three were the only Americans working with one of South Vietnam's toughest and most 
active combat units, the 33'd Vietnamese Ranger Battalion, that was called upon for every 
major action that took place in our sector. 

Unfortunately, the other two members of my team were captured during a major battle 
that occurred on December 29, 1964. We responded after a Viet Cong force of unknown 
size attacked and overrun the small village of Binh Gia. Along with two of our 
companies, the battalion commander and 1 went by helicopter into one landing zone 
while the other two members of my team accompanied the remainder of our force into a 
different landing zone. Shortly after landing, our 350 man battalion was attacked by an 
enemy force that was later estimated to be more than 5,000 well arrned and battle 
hardened soldiers. We suffered tremendous casualties and much of our battalion was 
overrun. During the battle, 1 found myself cut off from the battalion commander and 
could not reach the area where the other Americans on my team were located. 

SSG Harold George Bennett of Perryville, Arkansas was the non-commissioned officer 
on our team and he was later brutally murdered by his Viet Cong captors, the first 
American Prisoner of War (POW) to be shot while being held captive in Vietnam. Our 
radio operator and the third American on our team was Private E-2 (promoted 
retroactively to Specialist Fourth Class) Charles Earle Crafts of Livem1ore, Maine, who 

Information removed by the Vietnam Archive 



survived more than two years of brutal captivity before being released on 23 February 
1967. At the time of his release, he was in extremely poor health, suffering from 
numerous bouts of malaria, malnutrition, and other jungle maladies. 

As mentioned earlier, a small group of veterans has banded together to gain proper 
recognition for those two members of my advisory team. Some of our group were 
themselves involved in what has now become widely known in military history as the 
"Battle of Binh Gia" and each of us believes very strongly in our mission. 

Recently, we were able to obtain a number of medals and awards that should have been 
presented to Sergeant Bennett's family when they were first notified of his death over 40 
years ago. Senator Blanche Lincoln has now corrected that oversight with a beautiful and 
heartwarming ceremony in Sergeant Bennett's hometown earlier this year. Our 
committee has also submitted a Medal of Honor recommendation for Sergeant Bennett 
through Senator Lincoln's office. Now, it is time to finish our work by seeking proper 
recognition for Charles Earle Crafts of your beautiful State of Maine. 

Our committee has concluded that he should receive three awards, the first being a Silver 
Star for heroism during the Battle of Binh Gia and during the early days of his captivity. 
Secondly, we believe he should also receive a Bronze Star for heroism for his willingness 
to smuggle out several documents written by the senior POW in the camp where he was 
held. These documents were hidden in a slit in Crafts' eyeglasses case and turned over to 
U.S. intelligence agents, upon his return to U.S. military control. If the Viet Cong guards 
had discovered these important notes before Crafts returned to U.S. military control, he 
would have risked execution or continued captivity and slow starvation rations as 
punishment. Finally, we believe he should receive the Bronze Star for meritorious service 
as a captive, especially for taking care of Captain John Schumann who died in his arrns 
from pneumonia and kidney failure due to malnutrition. 

We have discussed this matter with Mr. Sam Horton of your office and he expressed his 
willingness to assist our effort and we know we can count on you. Each of us would like 
to thank you and Mr. Horton for being so kind to forward this entire package, including 
this cover letter, through your channels to the Secretary of the Army for action. 

Thank you and God bless you for your support of our military men and women. 

J'C, USA (Ret) 
\s nior Advisor 

33rd Ranger Battalion 
RVN, 1964 

I Enclosure - Recommendation Packet 
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JM Ull'\Y llPll 'fO 

AGPB-P 

HEADQUARTERS 
DEPARTMENT Of THE ARMY 

OFFICE OF THE ADJUTANT GENERAl 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20315 

SUBJECT: Enlisted Promotion 

TO: Enlisted man concerned: 

24 August 1965 

United States Military Assistance Command, Viet Nam 
APO San Francisco 96243 

1. TC 310. Under the provisions of paragraph 7-12.1, AR 600-200, the 
following individuals are promoted to temporary grade indicated to rank from 
date of tnis order: 

TO BE MASTER SERGEANT (E-8) MOS 
JOHNSON, EDWARD R. RA 33 510 856 MSG E-7 l1G50 

TO BE SERGEANT FIRST CLASS (E- 7) 
PARKS, JOE RA 38 754 530 SSG E-6 04B30 

TO BE STAFF SERGEANT (E-6) 
RA 18 542 931 SGT E-5 11B40 ~ENNETT, HAROLD C. 

TADIOS, LEONARD M. RA 10 106 541 SGT E-5 11B40 

TO BE PRIVATE FIRST CLASS (E-3) 
CRAFTS, CHARLES E. us 51 479 671 PVT E-2 05B20 

2. TC 310. Under the provisions of paragraph 7-12.1, AR 600-200, the 
following individual is promoted to temporary grade indicated to rank from 
10 February 1965. 

McLE.AN, JAMES M. 
TO BE SERGEANT (E-5) 
RA 19 722 072 Sp4 

Adjutant GeneTal 

91B40 

file-USA Pers Svcs Spt Cen 
Ft Benjamin Harrison, I~? . 

_;._,-1µ~-?;<o(,- !Jr(_ 
Date ) Initials 
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MACAG-BPA 1st Ind 

SUBJECT: Report of Proceedings by Board of Officers 

HEADQUARTERS, UNITED STATES MIUTARY ASSISTANGE COMMAND, VIETNAM, APO 
San Francisco, 96243, 19 January 1965 · 

TO: The Adjutant General, A'ITN: AGPB-C, Department of the .Army, 
Washington, D. C., 20315 

Proceedings of Board of Officers pertaining to Sergeant E-5 
J!arold G. Beooett, RA 18 54~ 93~, and Private E-2 Charles E. Crafts, 

US 51 479 671, has been reviewe UP para 9, AR 600-67 and this head­
quarters concurs with recommendation of the board that status be 
changed from 11miasing11 to "detained by a hostile force". 

FDR THE COMMANDER: 

6 Incl 
ncr 

{! 8. ;e/ -
c. B. HAR~ 
CWO W-2, USA 
Asst Adj Gen 



L 
HEADQJARTERS III CORPS ADVISORY GROUP 

Advisory Team 95 (MAOV) 
APO San.Francisco, California 96227 

REPORT' OF PROOEEDINGS BY BOARD OF OFFICERS 

Appointed pursuant to Letter Orders 01-40, Headquart~rs, United 
states Military Asaista.noe Command, Vietnam, dated 4 Jam.iary 1965, 
subjects •Appointment of Board ot,Offioers 1 , a copy of vhioh is 
attached as Exhibit •A", ae emended by Letter Orders 01-457, 
Headquarters, United States Military Assistance Oommand, Vietnam, 
dated 15 Jan.tary 1965, a oopy of which is attached as Exhibit •a•. 

Convened at Bien Iba, Vietnam on 15 January 1965. 

The board met purauant. to the foregoing order at Headquarters, 
III Corpe Advisory Group, Bien Hoa, Vietnam, at 15}0 :tioura, 
15 January 1965. 

Persona presents 

George M. Osborne 
William s. Fiske 
Leonard W. Wilson 

Pe reons absent a 

None 

Major 
Capt 
Capt 

01926076 
078}02 
020972~1 

President 
Member 
Recorder 

The orders appointing the board and the substance or the 
regulations under which convened were read aloud by the president or 
the board. 

Summary of statement taken from Sergeant First Olaes Dem Van 
Phung, Serial N.lmber ,;2419, a member of 2d Oompany, ;,d Ranger 
Battalion, was read aloud by the president of the board a:ril is attached 
as Exhibit •c•. 

Summary of etatement taken from Priva.te Tran Van Hue, Serial 
Number 181555, a member of 2d Company, ;>}d Ranger Battalion, was read 
aloud by the president of the board and is attached as Exhibit 11 D1 • 

&lmmary of statement ta.ken from Captain James B, Behnke, 089029, 
US Army, Battalion Advisor to the ;}d Ranger Battalion, waa read aloud 
by the president of the board and is attached as Exhibit "E1 • 



r 

,. ' .. 

f 

The following witneas·waa c4lled and a eummary of his testimony 
iB attached as Exhibit 1 F1 • 

Captain Jamee E. Behnke, 089029, US Army 

FINDINGS: The board having oare:f\llly oon~idered the evidenoe of 
record finla - that botn Sergeant E5 Harold G. Bennett, RA185429}1, Light 
Weapons Infantry Advisor to the )}d Ranger Battalion, III Corps (ARVN), 
and Private E2 Charles E. Crafts, US51479671, Radio Operator for the 53d 
Ranger Battalion, III Corpe (A.RVN), while accompanying the 2d Oompany, 
;5)d Ranger Battalion, and while engaged in an armed oontlict against the 
insurgent enemy of the Republic of South Vietnam, at YS 494776, Map 
South Vietnam, Serial L605, Shest 2;:;iw, l sl00,000, were captured and 
taken into captivity and restrained by a hostile f'oJ:"oe at approximately 
17}0 hours on 29 Deoember 1964. 

RECOMMENDATION: That in view of the findings, tb.e board recommends 
that the etatue of both Sergeant Bennett and Private Oraf.'ts be changed 
from miaaing in action to held in captivity against tbeir will by a 
hostile enemy. 

The board adjourned at 1600 hours on 15 Jal'.l.lary 1965. 

r)CfL"'stc2L 
WILLIAM S. FISKE 
Captain, OrdO 
Member 

cr~wu~ 
LEONARD W. WILSON 
Captain, AOO 
Recorder 

- 2 -

~ ~L.-A-· GEOR~OSBORNE 
Major, Infantry 
President 
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HEADQUARTERS 
UNITED ST.ATES MILITARY ASSIS'l'ANCE COMMAND, VIETNt\M 

AI;'O San Francisco 96243 

MAC AG 
LETTER ORDERS 01-40 

SUBJECT: Appointment of BQ['0 rd of Officers 

TO: Individuals Concerned 

TC 351. Fol Ed is apt and will consist of mbr :->.s fol. 

4 January 1965 

Name of Bd: Board of Officers to investigate status of missing persons 
1'fbr: OSBORNE, GEORGE M 01926076 MAJ INF 82l62 1-Q US Mil Asst Conrl (SD-

5891) Vietnam~ APO US Forces, 96243, w/dy sta Ad Tm #9S, II.PO US Forces 
96314 (Member) 

HUNNICUTI', ROY D 082676 CAP!' INF 82162 HQ US Mil Asst Comd (SD-51191) 
Vietnam~ APO US Forces, 96243, w/dy sta Ad Tm #80, APO US Forces 96314 
(Member) 

Wll.sON, IBONJ\.RD W 02097231 CAfT AGC 2120 tQ US Mil Asst Comd (SD-
5891) Vietnam, APO US Forces, 96243, w/dy sta Ad Tm #95, APO US Forces, 
96314 (Recorder) 

Eff date: 4 Jan 65 
Pd: NLT 17 Jan 65 
Purpose: To determine n.ll facts concerning the status of BEI\1NE'l'T, HAROLD B 

R.IU8542931 SGT E5 and CRAFTS, CHARLES E US51479671 PVT E2 missing 
at 1700 hours, 29 December 1964. 

Auth: AR 15-6 . . 
Sp instr: A recommendation will be made by the board as to whether the status 

of missing should be continued or changed to dead, AWOL or other 
appropriate status. Record of board proceedings and recommendations 
will be completed in triplicate and forwarded to this headqu.::irters 
l\.'ITN: MACAG-BPA. -

FOR THE COMHJ\NDER: 

DISTIUBUTION: 
10 - AG Orders Se.ction 
20 - Ea ind.iv concerned 
30 - Pers Br, Ofc of the Mi 

~ W. H. GOURLEY 
Captain, J\GC 
Asst AG 

EXHIBIT 1 A1 to Board to Investigate status of Miaeing Pereono 



HEALQUARI'ERS 
UNITED STATES MILITARY ASSISI'ANCE COMH.l\ND, VIETNAM 

· APO Sail.Francisco 96243 

15 January 1965 

Amendment of Letter Orders 

Individuals Concerned 

US Mil Asst Conrl 
. sta Ad Tm 80 APO US 

US M:il. Asst Comd 
US Forces 

FOR THE COMMANDER:. 

/ff~~+-

DISTRIB urION: 
4 - .AG Orders Section 
20- Indiv concerned (Capt Fiske) 
5 - Indiy concerned (Capt Hunnicutt) 
8 - Pers Br, Ofc of the AG 

w. H. GOURIEY 
Captain, llGC 
Asst AG 

ElCHIBIT •a• to Bo•'"''d to D..\ Investigate statue or Missing Persons 

I 
! 

I 
I 



DAILY STAFF JOURNAL OR DUTY OFFICER'S LOG PAGE NO. I NO. OF PAGES 
(AR 220-346 & FM 101-5) 8 

ORGANIZATION OR INSTALLATION LOCATION PERIOD COVERED 
FROM TO 

MA.CV .1-11? ('fl(! ~;l I ;;T;ec64 ~Z~o I ;~;ec64 
ITEM TIME INCIDENTS, MESSAGES, ORDERS, ETC. ACTION TAKEN INL 
NO. IN OUT 

22 (CONT 'D) wALKED FOR APPftOX Ai~ HOUR \</ITH SECURITY ON 

BOTH FLAlIKS Il·J THE PADDIES U1~1IL THEY TEOUGHT 
, 

THE.'Y HAD CLEARED THE AREA. THE.1 STARTED TO 

REHOU1\JT ON THE TRUCKS WHEN THE VG HIT TH.EM -

VIC WR 955320. LOSSES Wl.JiE 5 KIA, 27 WIA, 

AfJD 4 Ml I 5. NO~Of!.T 01~ ANY VG LOSSES. 

23 1533 ABt• BDE. - NO PLl>i~NED TROOP MOVEHE.lffS FROM ABN 

EDE EXCEPT THE USUAL PATRGLS BY l CO FIDM 6Th 

BN. 
·----~----~-

24 1538 2AIRDIV- FIRE liJ CIVILIAN hOUSI1~G AREA NEAR 
().:$. 

TSilJ. NOTIFIED POLITIC.hL SECT OF - DIBA.SRY. 

25 1700 III CORPS: 01~ 28 DEX:! VG EOVED INTO DI1~'H GIA .:!::::- BirfH G- •A 

VlLLAG.li:, PhUOC TUY PROV. TWO OON.P A NIES, 1 

FIDM 3CYI'l-i RA,\IGER Bi~ A.l'iD 1 FROM 38th RA:'GER 

BN, ATTEMPTED TO HOVE IJl'O THE VILLAGE BUT 

WERE UNJ.BLE 'I'O 00 IT. AN OPERATI01~ STARTED 

29 DEC WITH 33D RANGEh EN AND THE Cfl'HER TWO 

RA!iTEH COS¥~ EMPLOYJ<::J..l. EtT VG BN IS 

BE.LliW ED Il\l JR.EA. TIME OPN STARTED Ut1K. 

RESULTS: FRIENDLY lO WIA met l U.S. 3 HELI-

COPTER.S DOWh: VIC YS 461774, YS 450740, YS 

498763 AT 291430H, 291600H, 291700H RESPECT-

~ELY BECAUSE OF HOSTILE GROUJW FIRE. THE 
TYPED NAME AND GRADE OF OFFICER OR OFFICIAL ON DUTY SIGNATURE 

PREVIOUS EDIT ION 0 F THIS FORM IS 0090 LET E. *U.S. GOYCOMMlMT '"'""'""Omer' l•U o-•MlS• 
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DAILY STAFF JOURHAL OR DUTY OFFICER'S LOG PAGE NO. I NO. OF PAGES 

(AR :120-346 a. FM 101-5) 9 
ORGANIZATION OR INSTALLATION LOCATION PERIOD COVERED 

FROM TO 

H;~l I 
0;;;ec64 HOUR I DATE 

HACV J-312 coc 2L.OO 2qDRr>h 
ITEM TIME 

INCIDENTS, MESSAGES, ORDERS, ETC. ACTION TAKEN INL 
NO. IN OUT 

25 (wNT '1 ) UHlB 00\vN AT VIC YS 49876'3 WAS COHPLETRT.Y ~ (31rlM (r.1A(t~"19 

PESTROYED. ThE OTHER no UHlB 1S WILI EF lfF.T.T= 
, 

wl.?l'ED FROfo iJOitii·jED SITES. IT WAS It.EPORTED 

rHA'I' 4 U.S. P hltSOf~NEL WERE WOUl~ [)ED IN THE 

[;OWNED UHlB AT VIC YS 498763 A:ID WEHE FNAC-

UA'l'ED TO SAIGON. THE CRE.V.i M:EMB.ERS OF THE 

fiEM.AI.HNG OOW!~ED UHlB 1 S HAVE BEE1~ PICKED UP 

A.-m 1iO INJURIES REPORTED. 

26 1810 CMD 00: NO PREPLANNED ARTY SCHEDULED IN CHD 

~ III C0ft.P3 AREA TONIGHT. 

27 2000 ARC i:-OiA TRANG (MR BOWIE) MR BOWIE SAID THAT 

liGT H.EGHOUSSE HAD A VALID .EMERGENCY AND 

~UESTED .A CONTROL rm FOR A CALL. GIVElJ. 

28 2045 III CORPS: FURTHER RESULTS L\l THE PHOUC TUY "';-- (3 1rl H (rM 
/ 

OPl\l: FRD: 14 l·IIJ.., 4 KIA, REFERENCE THE TWO 

DovJNED HELICOP'l'E.RS: ONE ·1·JAS l!ELIFITED AND ONE 

WAS FLOW:~ OUT. NO VO RESULTS. BUT ESTIMATE 

'\.HIGH COUJf. AT THIS TI.MJ!.: EVERY THING IS 

..:.UIET. A TOTAL OF 30 SORTH::imVE HF:F:N FlflWN 
' 

BINGE 2914.00H. 

TYPED NAME AND GRADE OF OFFICER OR OFFICIAL ON DUTY SIGNATURE 

PR E:VIOUS EDIT ION 0 F THIS FORM IS OB.SOL ETE. • U.S. OOVIWN>UNT POINTING Orner' .... 0-IMIH 
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DAILY STAFF JOURNAL OR DUTY OFFICER'S LOG 
(AR no-346 & FM 101-S) 10 

I NO. OF PAGES PAGE NO. 

ORGANIZATION OR INSTALLATION LOCATION PERIOD COVERED 

lviACV J-Jl2 

ITEM 
NO. 

TIME 

IN OUT 

COG 

INCIDENTS, MESSAGES, ORDERS, ETC. 

FROM TO 

HOUR I DATE 

2400 29Dec64 

ACTION TAKEN INL 

29 2100 II COfiPS (MAJ CARSOilJ): II CORPS IS CONDUC'fINilr 
t--~.L--f---"-"---1-----t--~--~ 

JO 2305 

11 2230 

A PRACTICE ALERT COM:lfn11CH,G AT 292100H TO LAS h 

APPROX. 30 }UNUTES TO AN HOUR. REASON IS 

POSSIBU TO MAKE A CO.MMU.TJCATION CHECK. U .s. 
--~-----.:...__;:__4---------~+----1 

PERSONNEL ARE PARTICIPATING ALONG WITH THEIR 

COUN'i'ERP ARTS. ---

CMD (HA.J FU CARD) : 10 ROUNDS OF ARTY WERE 

FIRED FROM VIC XS 715789 BY THE 2ND PLT, BTY 
.:__--~-------.':.---+---------+--~ 

C, JOTH ARTY AT SUSP.EBTED VG TARGET AT VIC 

XS 790755, XS 780765, XS 785763, XS 778765 

AND XS 777763. 2 RDS WER.E FIRED AT EACH 

TARGE.1'. RESULTS UNK. 

(DELAY ED EN'fRY): I II CORPS (CAPT FURMAN): 

BACKGROUND: VC APPAH.ANTELY MOVED Oi'1 BINH GIA 

DUlUNG NIGHT 27 DEC OR EARLY MORNING 28 DEC. 

AT 280910 THE VC \'iERE IN CONTROL OF THE VILLA GE. 

A Ri•:..\eTTUN FORCE WAS CALLED FOR AT 281010 ANr 

AT 281l1L2 A CO 10TH RANGERS HAD BEEN HELILIFTED 
/ 

TllJ 'rn JOIN A r.n nF THR 18TH RANGERS WHICH HAT 

BEEN LOCATED AT A SUB-SECTOR TOWN ABOUT 3 KM 

wF.:::.'r ()Ji' BINH GIA- RESULTS: FRIEiIDLY L.. KIA-

9 WIA. VC: 12 KIA (BODY COUNT). ON 29 DEC 

THE 11RD RANGERS PLUS MJOTHER CO 30TH RANGERE 
TYPED NAME ANO GRADE OF OFFICER OR OFFICIAL ON DUTY SIGNATURE 

PREVIOUS EDITION 0 F THIS FORM 15 OB.!IOL ET E. .. U.S. GOYUHMEHT PltlHT!HG omC[' IHZ o-•MIS• 



DAILY STAFF JOURNAL OR DUTY OFFICER'S LOG PAG1.~i°· I NO. OF PAGES 
(AR 220-346 & FM 101-5) 

ORGANIZATION OR INSTALLATION LOCATION PERIOD COVERED 
FROM TO 

HOUR I DATE H;~~o4 DA;9Dec64 1'1ACV J-312 coc 0001 29Dec64 

ITEM TIME 
NO. 

INCIDENTS, MESSAGES, ORDERS, ETC. ACTION TAKEN INL 
IN OUT 

WERE SfoT. AT 291030 THEY REPORTED NOT IN ~ l),,,rit "I' Ct6('(TI ) 

CON'l:.AGT BUT CONTACT IM1'1l!IBNT. AT 291255 THE 

JJRD RAi~GERS JlliGUBSTED PERMISSION TO COMMIT 

THEIR RESERVES. AS OF 292230 THE VC STILL HEl ,D 

PART OF THE TOW1'i WHICH IS ABOUT 3/4 KU LONG. 

THE 2l~D CO, JJRD RA»l}ERS HAS BEEN' OUT OF 

CONTACT WITH EN FOR SEVilt.AL HOURS. TWO US 

C.. IN ( Pffr- fl-v 1-
.EM Alili REPORTED MIA, PRESUMABLY WITH THAT CO; //Y !Flt.IV/}( SP1>I 

/} G- CA-SvtH-T'f 

BENNETT, HAROLD G., SGT E5, RA18542931 AND 

CRAFTS, CHARLE.St, PVT E2, US51479671. 

FRIEl•DLY CASUALTIES: 4 KIA, 25 WIA; VG UNK. 

TH&£ 50 CAL HG WERE IDCATED AND ATTACHED BY 

Al ACFT; ONE MG CONTINUED TO FIRE. TWO 

MORTAR PSN WERE SPOTTED AND ATK BY ARMED 

UH-lB. 1 UH-lB WAS DESTROYED, 'IWO MORE OOWNli: ) 

BuT RECO\l.ERED. 6 US WIA 1S. ESTIMATED REilffOli :;ED 

vc BATT ALLON Il~ Al-i.EA. MORE THAN JO Al SORTIEB 

HAVE BEEN FLOW'N, AND UNKNOWN NUMBER A~""' ~)) 

lJH-lB .SORTIES. THERE ARE Al 1 S, A FLARE.SHIP, 

Ju~D Afil'iliD UH-1B 1S I~ THE AREA. 

32 2245 CMD (NAJ MCGAFFEE): A TANK PLATOON WILL EOVE 

OUT THE BIBN HOA HWY TONORROW MORNING (JO DEC) 

TO R.EHIFORCE A PLATOON ALREADY AT BARIA. 

TYPED NAME AND GRADE OF OFFICER OR OFFICIAL ON DUTY SIGNATURE 

PREVIOUS EDI TJON 0 F THIS FORM IS OB.SOL ET E. * u.s. GOYUNM[NT P"•INTING OHICl: .,,2 0-164154 



DAILY STAFF JOURNAL OR DUTY OFFICER'S LOG IPAG~NO. I NO .. OF PAGES 

(AR 220-346 & FM 101-5) 

ORGANIZATION OR INSTAL.LATION LOCATION PERIOD COVERED 

FROM TO 

HOUR I DATE HOUR I 0;~~c64. rv1i.r.v J-112 coc 0001 30Dec64 2400 
ITEM TIME 

NO. 
INCIDENTS, MESSAGES, ORDERS, ETC ACTION TAKEN INL 

IN OUT 

1 0147 lJSSF GP SAIGON U:iGT CAMPBELL): AT 300132 NHA 

IT'RA.NG i~OTIFiill USSF GP LJ SAIGON 'rHAT THE 
I 

USSF D}.;l' IN BINH DUONG PROVIl~CE VIC X.T 740330 

WAS UNDER ATTACK, THE CODE viOR.D IS 11 CABBYtt, 

WHICH ME.ANS THE DET AT BEN CAT. THE DET 1 S 

STRIKE FOHCE IS IN THE FIELD. NOTIFIED JOG 

AT 0155, -m. Cr;i?,.l(S : 
2 0200 OONG :a OP IN BINH LU Oi\G PROVIJWE VIC XT 7954 s2 

-;;.v 

IS UNDER ATTACK BY VG WITH MORTARS AND SHALL 

ARNS Filill. THEP..E ARE 2 \J//SF C0 1 S IN THE VIC. 

BtN CAT VIC XT 740330 IS ALSO UNDER ATTACK 

WITH M.ORTAR AND SMALL A.RMS FihE. rnccMINIB 

FihE HITTING IN 105 ARTY FLT PSN. RESULTS: 

-~ w1tt-
2 , 2 ,,.., 2 TRUCKS BURNING. TI'10 FLARESHIPS 

UP, Oi~E Uvffi EACH ARF..A UNDER ATTACK. FIGHTERS 

SENT IN SUPPORT AND A L-19 WITH OBSERVER ALSO 

OVEH TARGET. 

3 0205 AOC (SGT FISHER): 1. THEhE WAS A CLASH 

BE1Wl!.£N VG AND FRIEr·;DLY FORCES Id VINH BINH 

PRG"J'IrJC£ VlrC XS 313123. FLAHESHIP Q;,1 TARGET 

AT 1935 A.i\JD OFF AT 2240. DROPPED 14 FLARES. 

2 Alli 1 S SCRAMBLED BUT DUE TO ENGI.JE THOUBLE 

RETURNED. 2 HORE SENT BUT ASOC CJIJ~CELLED. 

TYPED NAME AND GRADE OF OFFICER OR OFFICIAL. ON DUTY SIGNATURE 
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,~. ·- I NO. OF PAGES DAILY STAFF JOURNAL OR DUTY OFFICER'S LOG PAGE NO. 
(AR 210-346 & FM 101-S) 2 

ORGANIZATION OR INSTALLATION LOCATION PERIOD COVERED 

FROM TO 

HACV J-Jl2 COG ~;l J D;;~ec64 HOUR I DATE 
2400 30Dec64 

ITEM TIME 
NO 

INCIDENTS, MESSAGES, ORDERS, ETC. ACTION TAKEN INL 
IN OUT 

.. -

ATTACK EHOKE;N OFF AT 292150. 2. VC f\~ADE ~ f)tl'I,.... (11A 

CuJfACT li\i OPERATION A....1IBA IN PHUOC TUY PROVIN :E 

VIC YS 490770 \r:ITH FfilE.t\lDLY FORCES. FLARESHI ) 

OJ TARGET AT 2045 AND OFF AT 2250. DROPPED 

82 F~. 2AlE 1 S ON TA.Fi.GET AT 1920-2000 AND 

2 hORE 01~ FRO.Iv! 1920-2120 ALL .EXPENDED. 

3. A1~ OP rn VDJH LOi~G PROVINCE WAS ATTACKED 

BY vc. FIARESHIP ON TARGET. 2AlH 1 S ON TARGET 

AT 0005 AND OFF AT 0035. EXPENDED. 
·- --··- -

4, AN OP WAS ATTACKED l1Y VG nJ AN GIAJ\IG 

PROVLJGE VIC WS 497388. ~UEST FIA.RESHIP AT 

292140 DEG. OP OVERRUN. 5. AN OP WAS 

ATTACKED BY VG IN VINH LONG PHOVLJCE VIC 

vJS 884308. ~UBST. TO AOC MADE THEN 

CANCELL.JID. 6. AN OP WAS ATTACKED BY VG L\I 

BA XUYEN PROVfaGE VIC XR 289556. Fl.JlI(ESHIF 

Oh AT 2252 AND OFF AT 0030. DROPPED 106 

FLARES. ATTACK BRO.KE:N OFF AT 300050 DEC. 

7. AN OP IN VTI\JH LO!\iG PROV! NCE VIC WS 980195 

WAS A'ITACKED BY VC. FLARESHIP ON TARGET AT 

2235 AND OFF AT 0035; DROPPED 38 FLARES. 2 

AlH 1S DISPATCHED, DID NOT EXPEND. 8. AN OP 

Ili GO COt1;G PROVINCE VIC XS 875544 WAS ATTACKED 
TYPED NAME AND GRADE OF OFFICER OR OFFICIAL ON DUTY SIGNATURE 
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DAILY STAFF JOURHAL OR DUTY OFFICER'S LOG PAGE NO. I NO. OF PAGES 

(AR :J:J0-346 & FM 101-5) ') 

ORGANIZATION OR INSTALLATION Loe A TION PERIOD COVERED 

FROM TO 

NACV J-Jl2 coc HOUR I DATE HOUR IDATE 

0001 30Dec64 2400 JODec64 I 
i 

ITEM TIME 

NO. 
INCIDENTS, MESSAGES, ORDERS, ETC. ACTION TAKEN INL 

JN OUT 

ll 0525 (DELAYED, ChD (NAJ RICARD): AT 292200H DEC A TEAM OF 

PF li.Al i~TADHNG SFnURITY FOR A MOURNrnG HOUSE 
, 

D~ CAY BANG HAMLET IN GIA DINH DISTRICT VIC 

XS 895 906 WAS FIRED OM BY 3 VG AGENTS. 1 PF 
-

WIA. PF RE1'URNED FIRE AND 1 VC HIT AND CARRIED 

OFF. 

12 0620 III GOH.PS (CAPT FURlv.\AN) : LATEST CASUALTY FIGU RES 

FOR PHUOC TUl}.Y OPEhATION IS FRD: 8 KIA, 34 wn. 
---- •.. 

(6US). VC: 32 KIA (BODY COUNT). 
. 

l3 0705 IV CORPS (CAPT CASSIDY) : REF ITJilv! 3 .NOTE 4. 

TH.B OE'. BAY OT IN~G~G PROVINCE VIC ~I/ -:> 
497338 1ti'AS A'1"l'ACKw BY ESTIMATED 300 VC. THE . A .:.... 

~I KAS DEF11WED BY 37 PF. NOT CONFIRMED IF 

~ IT ~~AS OV~RRUi~W. THE WAS HIT AT J0002S. 

TEAH WILL GO OUT AT DAY LIGHT TO CHECK. 

14 0825 A CHFnK WITH III COhPS TOC, CAPT FURMAN, ON ~ (3\ ... 14 &.fl 

THE BINH GIA OPE.RATION INDICATES AT PRESEi\IT 

THAT AR.Hill UH1B 1S (i~UNBER UNKNOWN) ARE MAKil~G 

STRIKES AGArnsT THE VG POSITIONS IN THE VILLA J.E. 

A .MTG IS TAKING PLACE NOW TO DETEIDIHJE A PI.Ali 

OF ATTACK. TH£ VC ARE STILL PRESENT •. 

l5 0900 USSF (CAPT THOMPSON) : AT 300820H DEC 64 AN 

li:STTI-JATED VG BN HIT TOWN OF XA LOG NWH. TAY 
TYPED NAMI!: ANO GiRAOE OF OFFICER OR OFFICIAL ON DUTY SIGNATURE 
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DAILY STAFF JOURNAL OR DUTY OFFICER'S LOG 
~ I NO. OF PAGES PAGE NO. 

(AR 220-3'6 & FM 101-5) t. 
ORGANIZATION OR INSTALLATION LOCATION PERIOD COVERED 

i:ACV J-312 coc FROM TO 

HOUR I DATE HOUR t DATE 

0001 JODec64 2400 30Dec64 
ITEM TIME 

NO. 
INCIDENTS, MESSAGES, ORDERS, ETC. ACTION TAKEN INL 

IN OUT -=I I ..rrr: Ct.."-f>.' 

l'i 0900 i CONT'D) NINH PRDVINCE VIC XT '398630. TWO STRIKE FORCl N °T/ Fl P:>. 1}n:'I 
Si>4-- n;;-? nl- U I "J F-o 

COM.PA.NIES rn THE AR.EA ARE PRESENTLY HOLDil\IG wl'W crltL-otve-cul. 

' 
THE BN OOWN BllT CA.t,moT TAKE THF.2-1. AIR STRIKE.: 

HAVE BEEN REX.;UESTED. 

16 0955 G/S: c/s CALLED SAID HE HAD RECEIVED WORD FRC M 

COL BARTON THAT Kffi'J GIANG PROVINCE WITH THE 

EX.CE.PT OF HI.EU LE A;,JD KIEN AN DISTRICTS HAD 

:BEEN ._:rRANSFERRED TO 9'11H DIV AREA,. PASSED INF< 

TO MAJ H'.\. TTill.'WS. 

17 1000 III CORPS TOO (CAPT MCCOSKEY): RESULTS OF AN 

DAN 44: Friendly - 1 KIA, 6 WIA; VC - 24 KJ, 

(BCDY COUNT), 1 CAPTURED WIA, 4 IND WPNS. 

18 1015 JOG (CAPT WEEDEN): REPORTS RECEIVED AT JOG 4:-- (3 1 rll·l (;. l A 

INDICATE THAT 33RD RAlmER B.N ~s SUFFERED 

J: 
HEAVY LO~:ES AND IS DOWN TO APPROX 100 EFFECT ES. 

E>t'j t1, 
THE BH WAS UND:EJi STR!NE!Ifll PRIOR TO THIS 

["h(/]'ff' 
OPi'.:MTION, APPROX 200 OR 250 STR~ FOR 

~TIRE BN. BATTLE IN PHUC TUY IS STII.J.. CONT-

INING WITH HMVY CONTACT.Oi'JE COMPANY OF THE 

4TH MARINE BN HAS BEEN COMMITTED. REF TAY NUH 

LOG NINH OP ATTACK NO INDICATIOl\ THAT POST 
~,.,-·· 

WAS ATTACK BY BN SIZE FORCE. 

TYPED NA.ME A.ND GR4DE oF OFFICER OR OFFICl4L. ON DUTY SIGN4TURE 
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(AR 220·346 & FM 101·5) 

I PAGE NO. I NO. OF' PAGES DAILY STAFF JOURMAL OR DUTY OFFICER'S LOG 

ORGANIZATION OR INSTALLATION LOC A TtON PERIOD COVERED 

NACV J-312 

ITEM 
NO. 

TIME 

JN OUT 

19 lOJO 

20 1100 

')1 1130 

FROM TO 

coc 

INCIDENTS, MESSAGES, ORDERS, ETC. ACTION TAKEN 

ABN BDE (CA.PT WEBB): 7TH ABN BN MAY GO BY HCPI'R<:,- 61;11-+ &1 >(c. 41
r1

7 1>) 

TO PHUOC TUY VIC YS 490 780 ON II CORPS REQUEST 

lS'l' ABN BN MAY GO BY ABN AStr IF ACFT ARE A 

AV.AILABLE. JOG AJW HIGH COJ'lJvfAt\lD ARE AWARE OF 

THIS. 

IV CORPS (HAJ CARSWELL): BOUNDARrns BETWEEN 

9'l'H DIV AND 21ST DIV CHANGED ON 27 DEC OfJ ORl 1ER 

OF 1 V CORPS CG. THIS WAS A NILlTARY CHANGE 

Ol~LY. NO POtrTICAL CHANGE AS YET. NElv EOUNDAJ 'X: 

WR 060536 - VR 955601 - VR 950 615 - VR 900 100 -

VR 866 623 - VR 838 630. 

III CORPS TOG (CAPT MC COSKEY): THERE WERE 5 

USSF PJ1R.SOlhJEL I1\!VOLVED IN THE DONG SO ATTAC' 

IN BINH DUONG PROVINCE VIC XT 795 432. REPOR'J ED 

THAT THERE viERE 2 KIA (USSF):.AND POSSIBLE 1 

WIA (US.SF). THE WIA AND THE 2 BODIES WERE 

EVACUATED TO BEN CAT AND THE WIA FURTHER MIID 

ECAC 1 D TO SAIGON. THE OTHM 2 USSF ARE SUP-

POSED TO BE AT BEN CAT. 

TYPED NAME ANO GR.A.OE OF OFFICER OR OFFICIAL ON OUTY SIGNATURE 
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DAILY STAFF JOURNAL OR DUTY OFFICER'S LOG PAGE NO. I NO. OF PAGES 

(AR 120-346 & Flt'/ 101·5) 8 

ORGANIZATION OR INSTALLATl~N LOCATION PERIOD COVERED 

FROM TO 

HOUR I DATE HOUR I DATE 

DOOl JODec64 2400 JOD«!c64 

ITEM TIME 

NO. 
INCIDENTS, MESSAGES, ORDERS, ETC. ACTION TAKEN INL 

IN OUT .. 

22 1250 III GOH.PS (MAJ BERKEY) - MORE IJ\JFOR.i.\fATlUN on ~/)1r<I-\- G-1,4 

IPHOUC TUY OPN. THE 4TH MARINES COMFL.ii;'I'iill 

!MOV"'J.1ENT THROUGH BINH GH. AND LINKED UP WITH 

THE 33RD RANGFlt BN. PEOPLE ARE COMING OUT OF 

THEIR HOUSE:> NOW. THE 4TH MARINES MADE NO 

CONTACT WITH ANY VC AND IT APPEARS THAT THE 

VG HAVE LEFT THE AR.EA. 
··-·--

1.300 SPT CMD (SGT HORNBROOK) - THE TWO USSF 
C. J N (. pA-t; r---v~ 

23 11-C- c..4 S-v4 t_.rj - I -fr ::. TT /Df''1 H 
PERSOHNEL RF.PORTED AS IUA AT Sl IN -

/N/Eltl'/11-A... 5 poT 

\, "~-·' 
iilif PROVINCE ARE, MSG E8 SEIGFUST, WILLIAM 

tL.' RA 13234222, A/314,5TH SFD (ABN),lST SF, 

APO 40 A.ND SSG E6 PANULA, REINO A, I1A55687849 

A/.314, 5TH SFG (ABN),lST SF, APO 40. THE 

EXACT CA.USE OF DEATH IS UNKNOWN AT PRESENT. 

24 1300 III COli.PS TOG (CAPT McCOSKEY) - VC LOSSES FOH. 
.. 

AN DAN 44 OPNS AS OF JOllOOH. 27 VG KIA, 

3 WIA.., 1 BRZN GUN, l Ml RIFLE, 1 THOMPl:> N SMB 

1 CARBINE, 1 RUSSIAN RIFLE AND 2 MAGAZINES 

FROM AN UNIDENTIFIED MG. THE OPERATION 

CONTINlJES. 

25 1350 III CORPS TOC (CAPT MCCOSKE.~) THE 331ST & 

332ND Cl!Xi COS WERE OVERRUN AT BONG SO. BOTH 

CO CNDRS WERE KIA AND 2 U.S. KIA. SF COS 
TY PED NAME ANO GRADE OF OFFICER OR OFFICIAL ON DUTY SIGNATURE 
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September 14, 2006 

Michael N. Martin 

75TH RANGER 
REGIMENT ASSOCIATION INC '"s" 

Command Sergeant Major(Ret) 
Director ARVN Rangers 

-TO: Military Awards Branch 

This letter is written in support of recommendations to award 
the Silver Star, Bronze Star Medal with V and the Bronze Star 
for meritorious service to Private Charles Earle Crafts, for 
his heroic and meritorious actions in the Republic of Vietnam 
as an Advisor to the Vietnamese Rangers and as a POW (Prisoner 
of War). Members of the U.S. Army Vietnamese Ranger Advisors 
are in agreement with these recommendations. 

General Harold K. Johnson (Chief of Staff, U.S. Army, 1966) 
stated: The Advisor and his small team are entirely dependent 
upon others with whom they frequently don't even share a famil­
iar language. The Battlefield is a lonely place; they are the 
loneliest people in the world-these advisors .... This statement 
could have summarize the period of combat service of Private 
Crafts as an Advisor with the Vietnamese Rangers, on his first 
major combat operation, and as a Prisoner of War for more than 
two years ...• 

To serve as an advisor to an ARVN Ranger Battalion was a diffi­
cult assignment even for those NCOs and Officers who had attended 
the US Army Ranger School and had a background in the Infantry; 
the Vietnamese Rangers were an elite fighting force that fought 
the enemy continuously in all four corps in South Vietnam, for 
the duration of the war: they were the last units to lay down 
their arms in 1975. 

All the Ranger units were highly decorated with many of the bat­
talions and the Ranger Groups receving the U.S. Presidential Unit 
Citation-some, two and three awards-and the Valorous Unit Citation 
for gallantry. The Vietnamese Rangers were fierce fighters, dis­
tinguishing themselves in battle after battle .•.• 

For an enlisted soldier like Private Crafts to be assigned to a 
Ranger Advisory team, with only two other Americans, had to be 
extremely stressful and a period of uncertainty for him. 

CHINA BURMA - JNDIA VIETNAM IRAN GRENADA PANAMA IRAQ SOMALIA 

Information removed by the Vietnam Archive 



On my first tour in Vietnam in 1965-66, I served with two ARVN 
Ranger Battalions and on my next tour in 1968-69, with the PHOENIX 
Program assigned to a Provincial Reconnaissance Unit (PRU); during 
which time I was only aware of two enlisted men (E-3 or E-4) as­
signed to Ranger Battalions: one was an E-4 (Specialist) who was 
killed with the 37th ARVN Ranger Battalion, and one was a Private 
First Class severely wounded on an operation with the 11th ARVN 
Ranger Battalion. This is most noteworthy and deserving of con­
sideration whereas, in an American combat unit a private soldier 
would have his fellow privates and specialists for camaraderie and 
moral support. 

The battle of Binh Gia, and the subsequently execution of Sergeant 
Harold G. Bennett, who was the other Ranger Advisor captured with 
Private Crafts, would become an epoch of historial significance of 
the Vietnam War: Binh Gia was the first time that a Communist force 
of regimental size would make a "stand" and defeat elite units of 
the ARVN Rangers and Marines; SSG Bennett would become the first 
American executed by the Viet Cong. 

Charles E. Crafts demonstrated valor on the battlefield and in his 
adherence to the Code of Conduct during 25 months of captivity set 
an example as courageous and exemplary as any heroic actions re­
corded in Vietnam. 

It is unexplainable why the leadership of these two individuals 
(Bennett and Crafts) and the U.S. Army failed to recommend appro­
priate awards to both men ... Captain Donald Cook, USMC who was in 
captivity with them received the Medal of Honor .... Special Forces 
personnel who shared imprisonment with Crafts and Bennett received 
awards for their gallantry and conduct; Captain Thomas Throckmorton 
(son of General Throckmorton, Deputy Commander,US Forces,Vietnam) 
and his Noncommissioned officer received valor awards for an action 
at Binh Gia, one month after the battle on 29 December 1964. Also, 
other service members-advisors and air support-received appropriate 
awards for their actions during the battle of Binh Gia. 

Years have passed and memories have faded, but it is never too late 
to recognized the personal sacrifice and valor of a Soldier: Private 
Crafts is most deserving of the recommended awards and honor from 
his country and the U.S. Military for his actions and service 
beyond the "Call of Duty". 

"We are to remember our prisoners as if we are chained to them ... 
--A Biblical Quote 

Command Sergeant Major 
U.S. Army Retired 



IN HONOR AND LOVING MEMORY OF 

f: 
.. 1, 

~ 

' 

,;ji 

SSG HAROLD GEORGE BENNETT 
Captured at Binh Gia on 29 December 1964 

Executed on or about 24 September 1965 

SFC KENNETH M. RORABACK 
Captured on 24 November 1963 

Executed on or about 26 September 1965 

CAPT DONALD G. COOK, USMC 
Captured at Binh Gia on 31 December 1964 

Possibly died in captivity on 7December1967 

CPT JOHN R. SCHUMANN 
Captured on 16June1965 

Died in Captivity on 7 July 1966 

THESE BRAVE AMERICAN SOLDIERS CONSECRATED THEIR 
LIVES IN THE SERVICE OF OUR COUNTRY. THEIR REMAINS 
LIE BURIED IN UNMARKED JUNGLE GRAVES KNOWN ONLY 
TO GOD IN COMMUNIST VIETNAM. 




