
BRONZE STAR FOR SERVICE 

RECOMMENDATION FOR 

U.S. ARMY SPECIALIST FOURTH CLASS 

CHARLES EARLE CRAFTS 



LTC Stephen Harmon 
Assistant Chief, Army Awards Board 
U.S. Army Human Resources Command 

Contained herein is our recommendation for a Bronze Star Medal recognizing the service 
of SP4 Charles Earle Crafts during his extended period as a Prisoner of War in Vietnam. 

Tab 1. This contains the DA Form 638 recommending the Bronze Star Medal 
for service. 

Tab 2. Included here is vital information provided by Colonel Donald L. 
Price, USMC (Ret), author of The First Marine Captured in Vietnam- A 
Biography of Colonel Donald G. Cook. During his five years of extensive 
research, Colonel Price found numerous instances where SP4 Crafts went well 
beyond the call of duty as a captive. 

Tab 3. This section contains comments from Mr. Duane Frederic, a well 
known POW and MIA researcher, that provides further support for this 
recommendation. 

Tab 4. At this tab are copies of the letter and four award recommendations 
written by SP4 Crafts in response to a request from the Commandant of the 
Marine Corps. This information served as the basis for a posthumous award of 
the Medal of Honor for Marine Corps Captain Donald G. Cook who was held 
in the same POW camps as SP4 Crafts. Providing this information completed 
SP4 Crafts last official duties before being discharged from the Army, thus the 
closure date of the DA Form 638 reflects the date he signed the letter to the 
Marine Corps Commandant. 

Tab 5. These documents show actions taken by the Marine Corps after 
receiving SP4 Crafts' information. 

Tab 6. A copy of the Joint Resolution of the State of Maine House and Senate 
recognizing SP4 Crafts' safe return from captivity. 

Douglas E. Moore 
Colonel, US Army Retired 
703-970-4215 
Doug.Moore@Amedd.Army.Mil 



RECOMMENDATION FOR AWARD 
For use of lh1S form. see AR 600-8-22; lhe proponent agency 1S ODCSPER 

For valor/heroism/wartime and all awards higher than MSM, refer to special instructions in Chapter 3, AR 600-8-22. 

1 TO 

Chtef. Mtlttary Awards Branch, US Army Human Resources 
Command, Hoff II, 200 Stovall St., Alexandria, VA 22332 

ETS. OR RET 

S\'C 

14 NA 

James E. Behnke 
16 

Senior Advisor, 33rd Vietnamese Ranger Bn 
17. RANK 

LTC 

2 F 

LTC James E. fkhnke, US Army (Ret) 15Mar09 

YES 1 NO X· 

.. ____ ·------------------
ACHIEVEMENT 112 

DA FORM 638, NOV 1994 APO PE •6 OOE 

PREVIOUS EOlliONS OF OA FOFIM 638 ARE OBSOLETE. 
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NARRATIVE JUSTIFICATION FOR AWARD OF THE BRONZE STAR MEDAL 

I recommend the Bronze Star Medal be awarded to SP4 Charles Earle Crafts, US 
514 79671, for extremely meritorious service during the period 29 December 1964 until 8 
March 1967. 

Although only a PVT E-2 when captured during the Battle ofBinh Gia, he immediately 
began calling on his military training. During the first few minutes after their capture, 
SP4 Crafts and SSG Harold G. Bennett began planning their first escape attempt, but 
were foiled when the enemy suspected their plan and closed tightly around them. 

As the months of captivity wore on, SSG Bennett began showing the debilitating signs of 
disease and malnutrition, so SP4 Crafts began assisting him and encouraged him to eat 
the meager rations they were given. Unfortunately, his efforts proved to be futile because 
the Viet Cong guards murdered SSG Bennett shortly thereafter; making him the first 
American to die while being held captive in Vietnam. 

Shortly thereafter, Captain John Schumann was brought to the same camp. Over a period 
of months, he began suffering from malnutrition, kidney failure, and pneumonia. SP4 
Crafts did everything he could to get help from their captors and tried his best to nurse 
Captain Schumann back to health; only to watch him die in his arms on 7 July 1966. 
Risking certain death, SP4 Crafts fulfilled a promise to return Captain Schumann's 
engraved wedding ring to his wife in order that she might have that small bit of closure. 

After being released, SP4 Crafts became a valuable source of information for American 
intelligence regarding POW conditions in South Vietnam. While being debriefed, he was 
visited by Marine Corps representatives seeking information about Captain Donald G. 
Cook, USMC, who was held in the same POW camps with him. SP4 Crafts was then 
asked to write several recommendations that were used by the Commandant of the 
Marine Corps to obtain a posthumous award of a Medal ofHonor for Captain Cook. 

In summary, SP4 Crafts relied on his military training and faith in God to survive more 
than two years of brutal captivity in several jungle POW camps. Without adequate food 
or clean water, he suffered from malnutrition, malaria, and other jungle diseases, but he 
held to the Code of Conduct and refused to provide his captors with any useful military 
information. 

As stated on the DA Form 638, none of the officers in my higher supervisory chain of 
command during this timeframe are still living; consequently, I had to sign the immediate 
authority block myself. 

li1~;:~?:: .. , ~~-~~=p;:~r·~·:.~_~::<. · ··:.; . , -· ............ .o I" .Y PL.. L. J ........ ,A 
-~~:~ ... ··~.,_t (;(JCH!SE CO\~I'.tfY 

ame nl<e · My CJITIIT,issiu.1 Expires 
s_ temi>or 23 2012 

TC, US Army (Ret) 
enior Advisor, 33rd Vietnamese Ranger Battalion 



PROPOSED CITATION FOR THE BRONZE STAR MEDAL 

The Bronze Star is awarded to Specialist Fourth Class (SP4) Charles Earle Crafts 
for exceptionally meritorious service during the period 29 December 1964 to 8 
March 1967. As a Prisoner of War in Vietnam, SP4 Crafts relied on his military 
training and faith in God to steadfastly refuse to give his captors any useful military 
information and defied their attempts to indoctrinate him into their Communist 
ideology. When the Non-Commissioned Officer with whom he had been captured 
began showing signs of severe malnutrition and other maladies, he tried his best to 
get him to eat the meager rations provided. Later in his captivity, he did everything 
possible do to aid and comfort another POW who was suffering from malnutrition, 
kidney failure, and pneumonia; only to watch him die in his arms. Upon release 
from captivity, SP4 Crafts provided invaluable information to the intelligence 
community regarding the POW situation in South Vietnam. He also provided the 
Commandant of the Marine Corps with information regarding the senior POW in 
his camp that resulted in him receiving a posthumous award of the Medal of Honor. 
SP4 Crafts outstanding performance of duty was in keeping with the highest 
traditions of the United States Army and reflects great credit upon him and the 
military service. 



Major General Rhett A. Hernandez, U.S. Army 
Commander, U.S. Army Human Resources Command 
200 Stovall Street, Hoffman II 
Alexandria, VA 22332 

Dear General Hernandez: 

I recently completed a 142-thousand word biography about 
deceased Marine Colonel Donald Cook. He was the first 
Marine captured in the Vietnam War, and the ftrst Marine in 
history to earn the Medal of Honor while a POW. Cook died 
in captivity in December 1967, and his remains have never 
been recovered. Cook's biography is entitled The First 
Marine Captured in Vietnam and will be published this 
winter by McFarland Publishing Company of Jefferson, North 
Carolina (see attachment). 

During the course of over five years of research into 
Cook's life, I uncovered the heroic story of U.S. Army 
Private First Class Charles Crafts who was captured in the 
same battle as Cook. I have studied Craft's POW debriefing 
file, read many declassified messages about him, and 
personally interviewed him at his home in Maine. I found 
out that Crafts was held with Cook in the same jungle POW 
camps, and later released by the Viet Cong. 

I am writing to you to point out that Crafts never wavered 
in performing hiS dangerous duties as a radio operator 
during the Battle of Binh Gia on December 29, 1964. He 
steadfastly accompanied U.S. Army Sergeant Harold Bennett 
across fire-swept terrain until they were captured 
together. Moreover, crafts faithfully complied with the 
U.S. Military Code of Conduct throughout his captivity, and 
was always loyal to Cook who was the senior American POW. 
After 26 months as a POW, he was released by the Viet Cong 
on February 16, 1967. 

Upon his release, the Viet Cong did not realize that Crafts 
had hoodwinked them on behalf of his fellow POWs, first for 
deceased U.S. Army Major John Schumann. Crafts boldly took 
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Schumann's wedding ring out of the POW camp right under 
their noses. This involved real risk because the National 
Liberation Front considered such ~contraband of war" to 
belong to the people by default if the legal owner was 
deceased. If this had dawned on them, Crafts could have 
been charged with stealing from the people--a grievous 
offense in the Front's theoretically puritanical view of 
property rights. Nevertheless, Crafts was determined to 
return the ring to Major Schumann's wife, Hannelore. 

Second and even more daring, Crafts smuggled out letters 
written by Cook and Douglas Ramsey, a U.S. State Department 
officer. He used the obvious: his glasses case. Crafts slit 
the case's brown plastic lining with a razor blade and 
slipped the tightly folded sheets inside. He then put the 
case inside a small canvas dispatch bag the Viet Cong gave 
him to carry his scant belongings out of captivity. Crafts 
did not read the letters thus he did not know if they 
contained information harmful to himself if found by the 
Viet Cong. This is a tribute to the confidence Crafts had 
in Cook and Ramsey, and in his unselfish willingness to 
place himself and his potential freedom in jeopardy for his 
fellow POWs. 

I must also mention that during his ~release ceremony,u 
Crafts appealed to a high-ranking Viet Cong cadre to 
release Cook instead of himself. Crafts told the cadre that 
he had no family but Cook had a wife, and four children who 
needed him at home. (The cadre denied his request.) This is 
a manifest example of Crafts' selflessness as a soldier, a 
POW, and an American. 

I sincerely hope that the foregoing will be taken into 
deliberation when Crafts is considered for long overdue 
recognition of his heroic meritorious service as a POW. 

'~ res~c~f~~' 
·"{_ ___ ) c;vvtiJk~ L v fL~ 

Donald L. Price 
Colonel, U.S Marine Corps, Retired 

attachment 



The First Marine 
Captured in Vietnam 
A Biography of Donald G. Cook 
Donald L. Price 
(320} pages $35 softcover ISBN 0-7864-2804-X 2006 
Ca. 70 photographs, appendix, notes, bibliography, index 

Colonel Donald Gilbert Cook was the first U.S. Marine captured in 
Vietnam; the first Marine in history to earn the Medal of Honor while in 
captivity; and the first Marine POW to have a U.S. Navy ship named in 
his honor, the USS Donald Cook (DDG-75}. On December 31, 1964, while 
serving as an observer with a South Vietnamese Marine Corps battalion 
on a combat operation against Viet Cong forces, he was captured near the 
village of Binh Gia in South Vietnam. Until his death in captivity in 

December 1967, Cook led ten POWs in a series of primitive jungle camps. His leadership and adherence to the U.S. 
Military Code of Conduct earned him the nation's highest military award, but Cook never received historical atten­
tion commensurate with his enormous accomplishments. 

This is the first book-length biography of Colonel Donald G. Cook. With background information on Cook's life 
and prewar career, the book concentrates especially on his three years in captivity, and is the first book exclusively 
about a Marine POW held in South Vietnam. It covers the ten other POWs under his command, including Sgt. 
Harold Bennett (the first American POW executed in Vietnam) and Sgt. Issac Camacho (the first American POW to 
escape in Vietnam). The author outlines the circumstances surrounding Cook's Medal of Honor citation and death. 
Throughout, Cook's adherence to the Corps' traditional leadership principles and knowledge of the Code of Conduct 
are highlighted, and his biography is a unique case study of exemplary leadership under extremely difficult condi­
tions. Nearly 70 photographs are included. 

Retired Marine Colonel Donald L Price earned the Silver Star, three Bronze Stars and the Purple Heart for service 
in Vietnam. He lives in Sierra Vista, Arizona. 

Ship to:------------------
(p/nuc print) 

Credit card orders: OVISA OMasterCard 
OAMEX ODiscover 

Accoum # _________________ _ 

Exp. dare ___ Telephone "---L...---------
Aaounr# __________________________________ __ 

E-mail address---------------------

The First Marine Captured in Vietnam $35 __ _ 

Shipping/handling (see below) __ _ 

Subtotal S __ _ 

N.C. residents add 7% Sales Tax __ _ 

TOTALS __ _ 

Shipping/handling: S4 first book, S I each additional. 
International/Canadian orders {surface}: 16 first book, S3 each 

addirionaJ. International/Canadian orders pkme pay in U.S. funds. 

McFarland & Company, Inc., Publishers • Box 611, Jefferson, North Carolina 28640 
336-246-4460 • Orders 800-253-2187 • FAX 336-246-4403 • www.mcfarlandpub.com 

In Europe, North Africa and the Middle East, order from: The Eurospan Group, www.eurospangroup.com 

In Australia and New Zealand, order from: DA Information Services, www.dadirect.com 

In India, order from: Viva Books, www.vivagroupindia.net 



DUANE E. FREDERIC 

September 20, 2006 

U.S. Army Human Resources Command 
ATTN: Army A wards Branch 
200 Stovall St. 
Alexandria, VA 22332-0471 

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: 

It is my great honor to recommend award of the Silver Star Medal, Bronze Star Medal 
wi~h V device, and Bronze Star Medal to SP4 Charles Earle Crafts for his bravery and 
courage oo the battlefield at Binh Gia, and as a prisoner of war aga~nst the Viet Cong in 
the Republic of Vietnam during the period of 29 December 1964- 23 February 1967. 

Rick Atkinson, a famous military history author was interviewing Paul Fussell, author of 
The Boys' Crusade for a C-SPAN book review late in 2003. Paul quoted another British 
author on the definition of heroism from World War II, but it is a timeless definition ever 
since eons ago, when one warrior engaged in a life or death struggle with his enemy: 
"Heroism is not runni11g away from the battlefield." 

This definition definitely applies to SP4 Crafts, who remained on the Binh Gia battlefield 
furiously performing his duties amid the carnage and chaos of29 December 1964 as SSG 
Harold George Bennett's Radio Telephone Operator until both of them were captured by 
the VietCong. Crafts was able to keep clear radio transmissions to orbiting helicopters ... 
attempting to deliver machine gun fire on the over-powering Viet Cong forces at Bioh Gia. 

Specialist Crafts consistency supported the efforts ofCAI)T Donald G. Cook, USMC, who 
as Senior American Prisoner, created a covert resistance organization under the noses of 
their VietCong captors. This included Specialist Crafts' willingness to attempt escape on 
three occasions; resisting indoctrination and interrogation to the best of his ability; caring 
for CPT John Schumann and comforting him in his arms when he died from the 
cumulative effect of malnutrition and slow starvation rations, malaria, and ineffective 
medical attention when his kidneys failed. Crafts' suffered greatly from tbese same brutal 
conditions and was released by his VietCong captors as a humanitarian gesture due to his 
devastating bouts of malaria. 

Information removed by the Vietnam Archive 



Most important in my opinion is his willingness to smuggle out the notes of CAPT Cook, 
and the wedding ring of CPT Schumann upon his release from captivity. This act of 
personal bravery was voluntary on his part owing to his great respect for CAPT Cook and 
CPT Schumann. Should Crafts' treachery been discovered by his Viet Cong captors prior 
to his return to U.S. military control, in my opinion, he would not have been released. 
Further, I am convinced that he would have died from malaria and slow starvation along 
with CAPT Cook, if we are to believe the VietCong reporting in 1973 that CAPT Cook 
died on or about 8 December 1967 from malaria and other diseases associated with 
malnutrition and slow starvation rations. 

Additionally, Special Crafts co-operated with Army intelligence agents after his release by 
providing comprehensive and highly accurate information concerning all aspects of'the 
operation of several VietCong POW camps he survived during two years, one month, and 
twenty-four days of brutal jungle captivity. 

In my opinion, award of these three medals to Specialist Crafts is fully justified and proven 
by the archival documents and witness statements provided by LTC .James Behnke, USA 
(Ret.) and COL Douglas E. Moore, USA (Ret.) 

Thank you for your favorable consideration of this request. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Duane E. Frederic 
Vietnam Veteran 1969-70 
POW /MIA Researcher 
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C~Ddi.D~ 

KVJ)QUAA't W 
tnnTED ITATES AAtiT HOSPITAL 

fort Dtv•o•, HAtl&thu••ttt 0143) 

Unlt.ed 8\&ua Ma.r1ne COl'pt 
Watb~oo, n. c. 

Dear Btr: 

6 March 1967 

Attached, pleate t1nd the ~eco~ndat1ont of the ~ndertl~~ for 
avar4t far Yt.lW ln _,.ba.l! of C.pt.a1n Ilona.l4 G. Coolo., U&te, CIU7tntly a 
pr1toa.r ot t.be ene1111 111 V1et 11-. 

Tho \1Mer•1e~4 vat a pr1aoner v:tl' C'.a~tah. Cook froca 2 January 
l9t>~ llDtU lb hbnMI.I')' 1961, 1D auert.l dlHnent. pr1toe eutpt \.hri'Nf:b· 

"""" ~b Y1et. ..... 

'nle &t.\.&cbe4 rec~nd&Uont ~t..r. ~J&aed upon perton&l obaena\1oo 
of Capt.alD Cook 4\ll'~ the period outl1~Xd abave vlt.b the e.xc.pUon ot 
the ac:t.loo t.h&t oecurre4 oo 3l 1>ecemt>er l~. Tnh an1oo retultec:i 1o 
Captain Cock Min& """-'nded a.nd aubDtq>~•ntly captured. 

TbeM "c~Dd&ttooa ~ !orvard•cS to yo.. for yUIU' ooot14erat1oo 
and ac:t.Soo. lf ad41t1t>Da.l 1r.tor.sat1or• ur a apee1!1C na\~ Sa required, 
plea•• a4Y1te. 1! aubt\.&ot.iatlng d&\a, h.Ior-t1oo frge otnar touroet 
~>ecc.ea oeceeear1, u. s. Arfll:/ lnt•lllcl•nce c:haAOelt caa fill \be requlrw• 
-D\ at MMK• 

lO\&r at.\.en"l<>b to t.l1h -t\.er .,,.,.14 ~ ~·auy appr9Cla\" bt \na 
.u.S•r•J4Ded •• 1 t••l a ~··" reapontlbl.i.lty ao;S ot..Ll&atloo to the 

· 1n41Y14ual, tna a1llt.&r1 Mrv1ce ~ to tna countn c:onc:ern1:J& ~hlt 
-'-t.•r. 

~eapeetfuily ~~·· 

(_, .11:~ ~tl-/';(".'a .. yt 
CMRLES l. CM11'S 
J')'C. us 
Unt t~-1 St.aU·• Ar!lf;l 

,-. C' .- .. ,. ! I 
L--
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RICCMC!JU:~.1'10ll TOO T'HI A\W\D 01 THI 
DIBr'DfCUI8HED BIRVIC% CJ\068 

It , ·" ,/, 

J, tM WlGerugned vovl4 lU1e to pnaent. to you, tor your 
conUderation and aet1011 the rec~ndat1on that C.pt.do DonMd 0. 
Cook 1 Ull1ted Stat .. M&r1De Corp•, be awarded the D181.1J"'6Uhhecl ~rt1ce 
Crou tor v.Ior. 

The unchr~11ne4 vu a pr.honer or va.r vttn C.pt.aio Cook rra. 
January 1965 ~11 fl{f rel~ue frOID cuatody on 16 Tiittruary 1967. We 
von prhoner• ot the Viet Cong t·orcu oppoeiflft Sout-h Virt. naa, the 
UP1tecl eta~• and her allita. 

I ha"n ob•er-v~ C.pt.lkin Cook' a cooduc:1. oo a 4a1l.r ~11 du.r1~ 
thh period of c:ontloeeellt. outlined above. It 15 rq !ira belief 1 •• 

Yell at the CODY1et1on of a1l ot.her prla.:>nera Of Y&r VhO &re abo 
lln01tl~able or C.pt.a1P Cook, that. he ie ao outet.andiDC e:n.pl.arJ 
Officer. 

Durin& th1e period of conrtnement., the Yi~ cons re.avecl t.be 
1na1gn1a or rack and .ade tYery atte~, 1oclud1~ 1eolat.1on, phlelcal 
&buM, nnralllt. -.nd p•ychol061cal tort.ure to enf"orce t.he1r v1ll vpoo 
Copt.aln Cook. h ep1tP of their eftorte C.pt.a1D Cook h&a aucce .. tul.ly 
reatnecl U~elr at.te111pt.1 t.o forcr him iot.o f1l.l1Qt; out. a blolott1c:al C)at.a 
card, t.o vr1t.e let.t.ere or n.atemeot.e dt:rusat.or')' to the United 8\.at.e. 
The Viet. Con« I~Te made repeatect at.te•r~• to •ubllaat.e and overc~ t.be 
lnflveoce and 1~ct of O&pt.aib Cook'• e\rUQ&, ld~al1&t1c peraOD&l1ty 
upoo all re.llav pri~ner• vbo haft coeoe 1n cont...c:-1. vttt. hla. 

To c:U.e apec:1t1c ex-plea, Capt.~n ~ h&.a perale\.ed 1D bla eNort.e 
t.o -1nt.aln a al.ll\ary •truc\uJT aeonr. the pr1•onera of var eYen tbW(It• 
toe 1161' ·~"" <12YrPl.r<1 <>f re.oll to.! thr VSe~ C~· lfp ha• •••u•ct full 
c~ napomlt>HJty .,1thout q·tGJ lrtcatlOCI or excuae. n,rtQfl a are•t 
deal or t.he tl~R of IUt cvut'1nelnl'nt.. ne h&a been •~pt. wader c:loaf' fN&Ml, 
ln i•olat.l~n and 1D en&clle& Vl\lc~ r.at.rlctc4 ~1• .~ .. n\e t.~ly. 
The nor.al •tllod o:- enaeA.llDI" !& to f1Jr ttle aubJect. t.o bh- pallet vttl• 
nat.r~lnt.a placed ove:- t.be loJVt-r ennal\te• e>r 1\la bod). 1'ht1 r-ronn;:.t 
&117 a.ncl al.l ~nt. , except. ~ 1 a.! lat.era.l ... ....,._rrt of :. hr urtoPr ;>&T\­
of bie llocl,y. Tbl Vlct Cong, ll:o t.ht!r allllCT. at Capt.a.lh ;;~>v~~ '• •:•m ·l-t..t·n~ 
clet1.ncc or thf'• NY\ duf' t.o hla ••eap. at\ell}lt., pla\. .. 4 all&cJLl•• on r.; .. 
vrbt.e. Thle 1-.bll.Ued h1• to az> al110.t. t.1Jt..al dee;r-ec an4 "~• ut.nfiC'I y 
pa1Dt\al and t.ry1M· 

On anr>t.l..-r I'C·: .. ason, 11urliJ6 a tore:~ ~ch t:-co one caii!J te> anotr.er. 
• pr !Duner af ve..r r.aced Ser,f'an~ bl-nnrtt. u.:;, Arrq, t>rc .. - t•)Q veu. ·to 

... 
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c:ooUbue to -.reb. ..(}/-jr!T- . 
Tho Sergeant. could not co~ly vit.h their deetrea 

an4 t.be Viet Coos threatened to Dhoot hi~. Captalo Cook aat. bee1~• 
8erp~t. korwtt. and ordered t.be Viet. Cona t.o 41ecooUn~ae the -.reb 
llDtil BIJ"19ant Bennett had ncovered vell eo~ to continue v1th the 
~ln.bo4¥. The Viet Cons• then directed t.he1r threat• to ahoot and klll 
0\ptaln Cook. He fac:ed thea an4 4eUe4 thew to 4o their vo.nt ae be 
voul4 DO\ IDOVe until h11 infl.ruct.ioo• ver. co.pl1ec1 v1tb. OD another 
occa.too, be vae belne urpd by the Y1tt CoD8 1nterroeator to ('oaplne 
the1r blol~lcal data card •. He retuneS to VJ"O'Ylde them v1th An¥ 1ntorr.a­
Uon otber than b11 h&IDe, rank. and. ae r lal number. He YC>\11.4 DO\ cot:~plt or 
au'bmlt &ey. 1otoraauon &I the)' ieque i.t.ed. Thh vae a cooltant requirt­
meat., aupple•ot.ed by thrtata or tort~, holat.too, dc-prtvat.1oo ab4 
death. Be .reelat.ed any ao4 all ettort.e oo IIIIIJl,Y oc:c:a,10DI to prOYide aay 
4at& that VO\ll4 atve a14 an4 cOtllort. to t.he eoe~. C&pta1D Cook auert.'td 
bta charaC'ter aD4 pretUtte upon bh felltJW prlr.OMrr. or "U· H• d1rect~ 

, thea to COIIIJil)o v1th h11 recoaneooat1ona and 1oetruc:t.1oaa, aa he ""' the 
eenlor ottlcer preaeot. He &4v1nd the Viet Cocl& that he vae aenlor 
ln r&nA to al.1 prleooere ot vu an4 therefore vae the epoll.euao tor the 
group. ~ Vlet Cona 414 DOt accept t.hta and "ou.ld o~ rec061)1J.e Ilia 
raolt. 

The Viet CoDg learoea to reapect ~ tear bla 4Ue ~o n1• •tre~b 
and character Ul4 hll 1DI11tenu t~.at thet c:oeply vlth acce~e4 a1l11.&ry 
pr~oc:ol. Capt.&in Cook va.a and 11 a -.n of pr1oc1p.le &04 nren&t.lh Be 
vaa aA 1nap1rat1on to eYeryooe vho ca.e uod~r h1a lntlveooe. Be 1a a 
cre41t tu hll eerv1ce, uoaelf1eb and ~emand1DA u~ b1.-elt. Ke t~ 
~at poraona.l rlak oo ..nt oc:~1or.e to prot.ect ~ 4eteocl h1t fellow 
prbooere or var a.od hie OotD prlncsplu. ~ un4ere1&1*S rec~oda t.bat 
t.be av&rd of the t>1et1Jl6Ul•he4 S.TT1ce Croaa be approved baNd upen '-h1• 
brief report. of Ca~&1D Codl'a behaVior, 

/. . .• .·. /i ,-
1 .1.(1. t. (- ~ ~~~· 

CliAJU.D> l. C>IArr6 • 
I'TC, us 
\ha! ~•3 ;,"t.a1.f • /..rraj 
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~Olt P'Ott TK1 AWAAD 0'1 TlU 
!l U.VIR STAJI MIDP\L 

The un4ert1an-d requeat.a your C:OJo&o ld« ra\.lou and ac:\.1 on for -"D 

,, .· ' ' 

avar4 tor a B1lnr Star Medal for Capt.alo Donl.ld c;, Cook, Uol\H Sta\.u 
Mar1Dt Corpt. Oapt.aln Cool!. la pr-utnt.ly a prhooer of t.M ent.y 1D Vln 
Jt&a. 

Capt.&ln COO). vat oapl.ured on )l Olce111~r 1·)(>4 vh1l~ tt:rYlfl6 ln t.hol 
ca~eH.;r or adv-1tor \.o an \UlJcStnt.lfiH South ·v1n,__,, H&rioe »-t.t.alion._ 

l'r011 \.1~ t.l!M of hit eapt~~.rt, Cap\.da. Cool!. ~oa:; h~ld b1 \.ht Vln. C<·u~ 
peraonnel in ltolatlon. Tblt reatraln\. prohlbl\.~~ tr~~ mo'le~nt. He vaa 
conn.ant.l.y under tuar-d u well a• bUn& c:ontln~:i l.o t.M area ('.r J'l'llln on 
Vhlth l>t C}tpt., Ht Yal tlolbJtt\.td t.O prttt\lrtl and pt;JChnlO@(lC:U tOrture 
to dtvu4e 1nfol'lllllt.lon \.o the enemy. HI' realltte~ aU CJ( t.heae !lubt..lt ano 
h1d1oua rretturtl, ln cvll.c: o( the pertonal Gtpr1val.1on ~&d <:<>ntt.ant. 
outl!rva:.1on, Captain C~ planned t.o etc:ape tr0111 cut\.0'!7. He pl.AnnecS 
vl\.h ~reat. c:are t.o lnture t.ha\. t.hl• at.t.empt. vould be a •~c:c:ettrul one &n4 
'Lha\. hb eacape voul4 not. have an a4veree rttldla&l etftc1. on tt.. pr-ltonc:r• 
or var t.bat. re-lned 111 cu•'Lo47· 

He rc:q .. c:~\.H, fra. Mt gu.r-4, 'Lh&\. he be relea-4 aD4 t.U.en to t.M 
latrine. Thl'- re1ueat. Yaa uant.ed a.n4 n~ vaa releaa~d ao4 eac:~ed ~o 
the latr!.ne. ED.rout.e, ancr\.her pr.torwr, ~r,tan\ &eD.D~tt. 1Ddlcat.e1 that. 
fl(! Jeclre~ "" .,o, &lao. He Joined the trOUP an.l t.t.e •• .:ont.tn .. ~a to pr·,.::red 
1.0 ~1.e lat.rlnc. Tb1t latrtr-.. vat c:ent.raJ.l)' loc:at.cl! an<l Ylt1ble l.o v'U>er 
Vlet. Con, .';~• a1.at.1oned aro..and t~ compound. u,ovn naclllng '1.1•~ lo'Lr lne, 
Captain Cuoat at.t.enrp\.tll to overrOM th~ ~~~ ancs ec.c:•;~ Uu•o.~tl a M'0!''·1 
sap lD \.he f~ncec1 area. Tl\h att.e•pt. vat r:-.nl.rA\.N by t.~ gu&r-1 all.O 1.'!: 
vat able to ery tor help to hlt e~lleat;o.let. Ca?'-•''' Cook ""h1"lt.e·l .. t\.rr 
.Sltre&&rd for hJ.a DIID pertooa.! aafet1 ancl C- ~lll!'!r .p-ave pt'l'!l b'"<:au~r 
or t.h1t a1.1.eapt.. Jtt had noped ·.t.at by \>old, cl"c:S•tve act.loo, t.<> arc..,.f·lht; 
\.he e!feet1Y'e tUenetntt or t.M ttut.r11 ar>il eiCI\l>lQ(.• tt..,.,ever, U.- .. t:llt:<'~>"-1 
6"&%dt t.hat ntpoodtd ~r• ablir. att.er a at.r ..lgt: .c, ~o rt>t=t.raln Car-t.a !I" Cuolt. 
and eacon hl• bac:ao. t.o hlt but.. "" vac. \.t.rel\tc::wll v 1 ':.1 • .teat.h, t"'..arr.• : ,.. • 
vlllfle4. K• vat placed 1D rec~raiut.~ or ar.aCJ.;u. bOth hN•·! "--! • ---~ 
~bat all oove..nt. vu prot.lb1t.,·•:. H'l" :-e-!oea cal~ an;; ada-.v.t r. t.• •: 'ac-e 
or theN tt.r.au an4 pt\111 1:'-l at .. ,··. 

T1,. undertlp;ntd eon.,d•r a l>.at. ~·,;•tall• Cod• 'a ~r•ona.l bra•··:.~~ an: 
c:almoc•• uDder ext.reMl)' ~\'ern· c..,.,.:: 'Llunc a dl'tenlr-4 ~t cc>nc t·lera~hvo 
fur a C11Yer 6\.al' He4a-1. tlt vat t.liU n~·-ltiC t·• ~. 1\n ou~•t~•dlr • .-. ~~:xa.·•;r 
to all the prltca.ra of var vho ,,..,.~ l.aJ th~ VJ'j)Ort.vnll1 t<- eo-~ Jnt~> 

. --. -=-~ ._ .. ... 
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c~ vtth h1•• ne ~ oont1DU&~ exh1b1~4 the lea4ereb1p require· 
= MDta ao4 ~reoa&.l ooaduot that 1Mp1r .. all other ~reODMl. He hu 

"MCS.tut~ edlle~ to the prloc1plu of hit r..rut aD4 hla bn.ocb ot 
ltn1oe 1n cUnot ao4 tnqutot YiolaUoo ot the Vltt. Coca c&4J'fl ~noonel 
a\ ,reat ~r~ rtlk. 

~ 

CHARLI8 I. CJW'1'8 
PrC, us 
Un1teJ state• Ar~ 

j '; .~~ : -1 
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~IC* FOR TICi: .l\Wm 0'1 THI 
BR~ZI BTAH NKI».L 10ft YALCft 

'nle Uo4ertJ.«Ded Y11hU to 1Ubcl1t tor 10\Jr OODd4er&UOD aDd ac:t10D 
• noc-n4at1on tor the avard of the Brooae 8tar Me4al tor Valor to 
C..~D Dct1Al4 o. Cook, Un1t.e<l Bt.&taa Mar1oe Corpa, tor h1• coc.4uc:t 
clurS.OC u ·~t Vith tht tne.q at Blnh os.a, Bovth Ylet 1&11 00 31 
O.~llber 1961&. captain Cook vaa att1&oe4 u &n advtaor to an UD14eot.l· 
t1e4 South V1~n&Mh He.r1ne ll&t.t&lioo &Del oo 31 Deotmb.tr 196'1, tb1a 
UDlt, vbUt ·~ in a "H•k an4 cSett.iOJ~ a1at1oo CUJt ·lilt.o cootac:t 
v1th hoa'\lle fore... · 

~l.Da t.he ruulta.nt. act.1:>D, Captain C<>M cUapla)'d out.I1.&041DI 
leaderahlp v1t.h complete 41tregar4 for hia pcrtonal t&tt\1 1D bll at.taDpt.a 

. t.o .auot. a eouot.er otfeoelve agaloet. a nu .. r1C&ll¥ auperiar &Dd .troocl1 
ell\nochtd eoell;)'. 

K1D effort• vere hampered by the !act. that. he va. wounded b.1 an 
ene_, ~llet. vhlch at.ruck h1a 1n hta 1t~ le& &Dd rett.ri~ bla ability 
t.o .an fro. place t.o place. He cont.loue4 t.o cUre~ h1a Y1n~M 
couot.erpart. lo the cooduc:t of tM opent.ioo. \lltb1D a abclrt. tl•, OIM 
t.o ene1111 fln euper1orlty, the South Ylet.oa.tH uD1\ tlep.o to w1tb4raV 
to d1aordtr, to tplte of Oa~1D Coo&'• ettorta t.o .. 1D~ 41aclpl1oe. 

Altbougll bia vouocS VU Hvan, reaulUDI 1D ~t. p&1D &Dd loea ot 
blood, Oapt.alo Cook attempted to hol4 the poa1UOD UDt1l 1t vu crrernm. 
~e&uH ot hll l1111t~ -oblllt.y an4 s-01rra.l.J.¥ veueoed oCl04lt10D, Capt.a1D 
~ -• talleD pr1aooer by t.he att&ckln& V1et Coac 7aroea. 

Reapec:ttvll)' youra, 

( := ) ~t:d~ 1l-{ • ( .:)1'1-:: 
CHAALI8 a:. CRAIT6 
PFC, US 
UD1 ted 8tat.ea Anq 

f\ .: 
Lt.; 
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~lOH TOR 'l'HI A\WID or 
THI 1\JJ\Fl.,E HVJU 

The unden~ned, Vhl·•• t.o aubiiiH tor )'O<U cona14erat.1oo aDd act.1oo 1 
a requnt. \hal. t,. Purple Heart Medal be avarded t.o C.~aln DonAld o. 
Cook, Uolt.ed 8\&t. .. Marine Corp• 1 tor a 81lD•Ihot vouod 1ntl1c:t.e4 upon 
ill• dur101: an e~eJMnl. vi th the ene1r1 1n Viet Jt&a.· 

Capt.&lo Coolr. vaa thon &u1gnt_d ar. an &4-vlaor t.o a South Y1et.na~D~tte . 
H&rlne ll&tt.&Uoo, 4u1gn&tlon unJtrirl'"!\, 

IX&r106 1. COIDbtlt. act.ton &t. JUnl• Gla Ol'l )1 ~c~m~r 1~, Capt&in 
Cook auttered a bullet vounu ln nl5 left leg aa a dtrect. re•ult of ene~ 
act.1oo. 

The underUt;ntcS can veri f)' thai. h~ d1 d "'ll.ne•• and obaerve t.t .. voul)d 
and did vlt.ne•• and oo.erv• t.he aculcal t.re•t.~ot. requlrcC over a ptrlod 
of ~t.ha to repair the ~t lu•Lalned b)' virtue of t.hll vound. 

Reapecl.tully 1our•, 

• :.~, !~. ~) r.Y" 
CHAAZ~ &. CJW7& 
Yr"C, IJS 
Ur.l\.ty ~\.aLe• Ar~ 
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DISTRIBUTION 8 plu• 

J-1, J-5 

•<.Pa9e• 1·.:. 2. incl. 

NOTE TO TUB JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF 

on 

REcOMMENDATION FOR AWARD OF THE MEDAL OF HONOR 

The enclosed ~6-74, 27 November 1974, •Recommendation 

for ~ard of the Medal of Honor to Lieutenant Colonel Donald G. 

Coolt and Chief Warrant Officer John w. Frederick, Jr., with ita 

Appendix, ia aubaitted for consideration by the Joint Chiefs of 

Staff. 

Joint Secretariat 

1 

_j 
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DfCLOSURT. 

HDORARDOK DY THE COHHAND1\J'n' OF THE MARINE CORPS 

for the 

JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF 

on 

RECOMMENDATioN FOR AWARD OF THE MEDAL Of' HONOR TO 
LIEUTAN'l' COLONEL OOllALD G. COOX AND 

CRIXF WARRANT OFFICER JOHN W. FREDERICX, JR. 

CHCM-6-74 27 Nove!llber l9H 

1. I am Concerned that the heroic achievements of 

Lieutenant Colonel Donald G. COOK-and Chief Warrant Officer 

John If~ FREDERICK. Jr., have not received appropriate 

reCOQnition. Reconsideration of the events surrounding 

the respective periods of captivity has prompted the 

l 

2 

3 

4 

5 

recommendation for award of the Medal of Honor ln each case. 6 

2. R~1ew of the recommendations in the Appendix vill reveal 

acta of oallantry and intrepidity which Just!fy the reco~ 

mendation for each award. 

3. ·x augoeat, therefore, tha-t ,the Joint Chiefs of Staff 

reconmend to the Secretary of the Navy that tho award of 

· the Medal of Honor be approved in the cases of L.ieutenant 

colonel Donald. G. COOK and Chief warrant Officer John w. 

FREDERICK, Jr. 

JCS 2-DB/770 

7 

8 

9 

10-

11 

12 

13 

14 



ili 

.i 

., 
j 

] 

-~ 

f 
,i 

PUICIUl _.. IUCMIPNTIO. --- _,, , .... _, .,..·-·-· 
... ,,.tot( f tD'- I 

... _ ..... 
.,,,.,...,,,., ·~ 1111 I• •tl ,.,., .. ,, .. •••••••••- ,, ... , c-·~·•• , .. c~o ... t 11 ... , ,,. ••• .,.. •• , .... ,., •••. 
,, ,. , ..... ,.,, •• ,., •••• ,., •• ,~ •• ·~· .. ~·· ......... ,., •• ,, ................ , •• ,, ... ····- •' ....... fl 

=-·~·~·~·~·~~~·~~·,··--···--·~·-····-~~-·,·~··~·~·:·~r~I~--~·~··~4~0~0~"~';•;4··~·~~~~~~~~~~~~--MM~~~~~~~~-=~~---1 •a. 110- t' w .. ~.,. lOG. •t 14l•Vttil'.Oioo.,.lt 1; •- •• lrl(tt"t fk'" 
_ _l_ N/!-

: t)a ~ry e\\H;''"''''f"'t" 

! H.IA/POW 

Medal of Honor 

Gc-·' o:::;.,, o.~-:~ ~:~":' D··· ~o~:-................ ~ -;;r-;r~-------
"I:-~,~::;;:;~IJ .... rll·~:,.,..."':::~<ii.,"'~;;; .. ~:,;·i:"~'".;;:~" ... ~=~-==-=....:.=:.:...--....:.;:;.._~,1. ,r1 -0~·-..... ~..-.~:--q;-:::;.1.4;.....--.~-~-;;;r·-.~ --- ----

Dec 1964 - Dec 1962 

Commandant of ~E!L~a_r_!ne C_o_!'_ES__ :_!>r:~sid~_n_!_pf ~_b~_UJl.lt;~..S.to.~ 
ll IOA•••Otll.(. IIIOO.Sf'-("15 .,.. vt•·•DO•IJ,Ilf~J •H4f- •00•",._., )-f(l) ~.,.AS ar.tCCU·••• ,.,..._ I 

''• ,., , • ..,. •• ,.~ tr ••••••••••• 
-+---

--+------=~'~~~ !U~ ' ,c·u, . . _,______ I ---~.-~~-.!.-
;0· .. ' 

~-'--------:----------!~-:--------- . D:- -L 
tJ JO ., C~l.(l(O ... ••••Dt...Y •YTMO'ftlY: 

... . ,.t. 
\•~•· ... 4.AAW • •« 

----------~--

i 
i 
I ------- ____,... __ _ 
I 

...... AO'C' .... .... 
_, ... ,...u~ .... -•: '. ............ ::..---c:t ...... . : ..... 

c·u 
..... · .. .;--\_,., ....... ...tt 



r r 

I 
I 

l ' i 
J . 

[ ~ \ 
i 
f 
1 

u 
rr 
li 
n 
I; 
I; 
lf 

rr 
d 
ll: 

tf \ 

t 
Lf 

'I 
.II 

1 
! 

,i 

"' f 
cfi 

. ., 
t 
.i 

f 
' ' j 

i 

i 

_.., .... ,. , __ ...... , 
.........,. ., ..:1 ... , ll•h•' J,.,, .1 , ...... J .......... ,.. :aa .. nm nu. n 

On ll December l9b.C lolhlle acrvinQ ea Senior tUirine Mvl:Jor to RVN 
Harinea ne3r B1nh G1~, Phuoi Tuy•Province, RVN. Lieutenant Colonel 

= (then Captain) Ponald G. COOJt "'aa '110undec1 J.n the left leq and captured 
by Viet ConQ force•. on 27 January 1973, the Froviaional Revolutionary 
Government (PRG) indicated that Lieutenant Colonel COOK died on 
8 December 1967 while in ceptJ.vity • 

Immediately upon hia arrival at ~he first of several prison camps 
to which ho woe to be confined, he established himself aa the comt\and­
ino officer of all the POW'•· ThJa action was taken despite attempts 
by tho Viet Cono to remove all aemblence of rank structure and disci­
pline. In apito of physical abuse and isolation, Lieutenant Colonel 
COOK resisted hia captor•• efforts to brea~ hia will a~ dete~nation 
t.o maintain en effective military organization emono the prisoners. 
Perhaps _the <Jreatest tribute to his .indanitable spirit w_as _the fact 
that· ·hia captors warned the ··other POW',- not to oct like Lieutenant 
Colonel COOK, as he waa a "bad exampleM for them to emulate. Rather 
than seek anonymity and perhaps easier treat~ent, he impressed upon 
the Viet Co no that he was senior and therefore spolcesr.;an for t'!'le gr<,·.,:·. 
fully e-ware that by so doino he was inviting harsher t:::-eatme11t for 
himself. 

Refusino to cooperate with his captors in any manner it has been 
related by fellow prisoner& that he would refuse to give them even "the 
time of day.- The effect on his fellow prisoners was to tremendously 

- impede the VietCong psychological warfere efforts. 
~. Amonoat both his captor• and the POW's he gained exceptional 
respect for his ability to perform manual-labor. By so doing, and by 
institutino a p~oram of physical fitness, he atte~pted to enhance th~ 
conditioning and"overall health of himself and his men. Primarily 
through his own accomplishments at physical labor he greatly undermined 
Viet Cono propaoand3 that Americans were weaklings and that officexs 
·in particular could not perform manual work. In one instance Lieutr~ant 
Colonel Cook purposely stepped up the ~ce in a work dP.tail in order to 
embarrasa a Vietnamese interpreter who was working alongside him. 

Shortly before his transfer ~o another camp Lieutenant Colonel 
COOK contracted malaria, compounding his already deteriorating hP.alth 
and physical condition. His physical condition became so bad that he 
literally staggered as thouqh intoxicated~ yet, over the ent!re ~arch. 
he refused to let anyone carry his pack or otherwise h~nder themselves 
by helping h~. His courage and perserverance were also complim~nted 
by the Camp Commander. 

~n the new camp at Phuoc Long, Lieutenant Colo~el COOK rega~n~d 
some of his atrength, although •killer malaria" and typhc!d wer~ 
rampant. When a number of the prisoners becar.~e severely i::: ,.-ul': 
malaria Lieutenant Colonel COOK unhesitatingly ass~ed ~ larger bul~ 

fr••: SICIUY ltltO.OWJ 

. ho C-OYPUS IPlaJ ~-JU COOC ICOOr Dl.l ...... , ....... ,........ ,., .. , ... ,., ... , ........... , ... . 
•J. l•tr .. •••••t7 ... ,.., ... ~"•••-•·•·•• DT•• D••· 

c. ... ••••••• 
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-of the workload ln order that the other POW's would not have 
to increeae th~tr duties. Additionally, hia knowledge of first 
aid aa well aa hia concern for the welfare of th~ ~en under his 
•command• prompted hi~ to "urse the severely aick individuals. 
By admtniaterinQ heart massage. moving the Urnbs. end keqJing 
the men•a tongues from blockir.g air passage he was directly 
instrumental in aaving the lif~ of several POW's Vho were con­
vulsing with severe attacks of malaria. 

When one of the men contracted typhoid, Lieutenant Colnnel 
COOK nursed him constantly, without concern for the ~act that 
he waa rtaking infection himself. The.risk of infectinn was 
especially gteat in view of hia weakened.condition. &Ome thing 
nobody could have been ~~re aware of than he himself. On 
numerous '>Ccaaion he shared his food (in spite of the fact that 
he was often on half ration) with mer sicker than himself. even 
to the extent of giving up his allowance of penicillin in order 
that another man might benefit bv ita use. 

Bv establishing A1~~o~5 
Lieutenant Colonel COOJ< maintained communication viti~ 

the other POW• a even When he was not authorized to converse with 
them because of his leadership qualities. In these messages he 
encouraged others to resist and instructed th~ in how to do s~. 
He could have negotiated for his own early release on n~erous 
occaatona but steadfastly refused to cooperate in the least. 
even though he knew it meant he would spend the rest o! the war 
in captivity. At one point he even recited the nomenclature of 
a pistol which was being held to his head. In his deteriora~~d 
condition it ia reasonable to assume that he realized he could 
not survive for any extended period of time and hence might dtP 
in captiyity. In this respect he w~r.t far above th~ call of 
duty, literally riskin<? his lif~ in order that he might provlc~­
an example for his fellow POW's to follow. By willingly a~d 
k~owtngly exposing himself to deadly dis~ases, takir.~ on mnrP 
than his ahar~ of the work load and refusing to give 1r. to thP 
enemy he gallantly sacraficed health, liberty and life to an 
extent far beyond that reas~~able required or expected. 
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The President of the United Stdtes in the name of 
the Co09re.sa taltea pr!de 1n preaentio<J the M£DAL OF HONOR 

= poath~ualy to 

~ 

LI£UTENA.NT COLOtrr:L OONM.D G. COOK 
UNITED ST;\TES HiJtiNt.: CORPS 

for service aa set forth 1n the following 

CITATIO!h 

ror conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the ~isk of 
his life ebove ~nd beydnd the call of puty while interned as 
a Prisoner of War try the Vi"et Cong iri the Republic of Vietnam 
during the period J~nuary 1~64 - ~cember 1961. Despite the 
fuct that by so doing he knew he would. brinq about harsher 
treatment for himself, Lieutenant Colonel (then Captain) COOK 
established himaelf as the senior prisoner, even though in 
actuality h~ was not. Repeatedly ussUming more than his 
share of the manual labor in order that the other POW's could 
improve the state of ti.eir hee:lth, Lieut.:nant Colonel 
COOK willingly and unselfishly put the interests of his comrades 
before thdt of his own well-being, and eventually, his life. 
Giving w~re needy men his medic1ne and drug ollowance while 
constantly nursing them, he riskeo infection fr~ contagious 
diseaa~a while in a rapidly det~riorating state of health. 
This unselfish dod exemplary c?nduct, coupled with his refusal 
to stray even the slightest fr~ the Co~e of Conduct earned 
him the deepest respect frOQ not only his fellow prisoners, 
but his captors as well. Rother than negotiate for his own 
releas~ or better treatment. he stP.uOfastly frustrdted ~ttempt~ 
by th~• Viet Cong to break his indom1tuble spint, and pcossed 
this &&me resolve on to the men whose wcll-ba1ng he so closely 
associated hi~~elf vith. Knowinq his r~fusals would prevent 
his -.elease pr~ .r to the end of the v~r. and vlso knowinq that 
his chances for prolonged surviv4l would bu smoll should he do 
so, he chose to adhere to ~ Code of Conduct far above thdt 
vhir:h co':lld be expected. His personal v.alor .. nd exceptional sp1r1t 
of loyalty in ~he {dee of almost certain death reflecte~ the 
ht~hest credit upon Li~utenant ~olonel COOK, the Har1ne Corps, 
an~ the United States Naval service. 

] 2404 



JERROLD 8. SPEERS 

SECRETA~Y OF TH~ S~NATE 

C!Jqr ~rttttlr nf maittr 
l\ugu.ata, Slaittr 04330 

PFC Charles Earle Crafts 
North Jay 
Maine 

Dear Mr. Crafts: 

March 8, 1967 

I have been requested to send along to you a 
copy of the Joint Resolution passed by both the House 
and Senate honoring your safe return from captivity 
by the Viet Cong. It is a great honor for me to forward 
this to you, and I would like to add my own sincere 
congratulations to those expressed by the Legislature. 
It must certainly have been an extremely harrowing 
experience, and you must be very happy to be home. 

JBS:iv 

You are to be most highly commended. 

c_~~r~e•~y~,~04~~~ 
Jerrold B. Speers 
Secretary of the Senate 



~tatr nf ilatur 
1ht tl}t Vtar nf Ql)ur llnrb ®nt ijj~nusattb Nine Jiunbrril attil @li.xty-&tnett 

Joint Resolution in Recognition of the Safe Return from Captivity of 

Private First Class Charles Earle Crafts of North Jay, Maine. 

Jlll~.rftU!i, the l:nited States of ~merica has been confronted by grave challenges to the 

freedom of mankind in Viet Nam; and 

Jllqtrttl!i, Private First Oass Charles Earle Crafts of North Jay, Maine was assignee! to 

Viet N am in the service of his State and Country ; and 

·~tttUB, Private Craits fell into the hands oi the Viet Cong while 111 the line of duty 

during a military patrol in December, 1g64; and 

Jl~trta!i, Private Crafts was presumed to be missing in action and the absence of com­

munication and fear of the unkown during the two years of captivity gave cause for grave 

concern to his parents and to all who knew him; and 

ll~tftU.!i, final "''ord did not come until February 23. 1g67. that the Viet Cong had released 

two prisoners as a Lunar New Year gesture sixteen days earlier, and that Private Crafts and 

a companion had safely reached American lines; now, therefore, be it 

ieBDlUtll: That the Members of the IoJrd .Maine State Legislature are grateful for the 

safety and well-being of Charles Earle Crafts and share in these moments of rejoicing with 

his parents upon the return of one of Maine's brave soldiers; and be it further 

iteB.OlUt~: That a copy of this Resolution. duly authenticated by the Secretary of State, 

be sent to Private First Oass Charles Earle Crafts. 

1l.tt111r of lttprurntatiurs 
Read and Adopted 

Sent up for Concurrence 

Slarrlt 1. 1967 
BERTHA W. JOHNSON 

Oerk 

ltt &rttatt (!l~ambtr 
Read and Adopted 
in Concurrence 

tlharr~ 2. 19li7 
JERROLD B. SPEERS 

Secretary 

H. P. 867 



llluttril §tutr!i of 1\.nttrira 

!;tntt of filllaitt£ 

®ffirr of S>rrrrtarn of t!ttatc 

3J, JOSEPH T. EDGAR,, Secretary oi State ut the State oi ~fainc, and custodian oi 

the seal of said State, do hereby certify: 

That I have carefully compared the annexed copy of the ] oint }{(•solution in Recognition 

of the Safe Heturn from Captivity of Private First Class Charles Earle Crafts oi North Jay. 

Maine. with the original thereof, and that it is a full. true and complete transcript therefrom 
and of the whole thereof. 

11n IDrstimony lil~treof, I have caused the 
seal of the State to be hereunto affixed. GIVEN 
under my hand at Aug·usta, this sixth day of 
March, in the year of our Lord one thousand 
nine hundred and sixty-seven and in the one 
hundred and ninety-first year of the Indepen­
dence of the United States of America, 

"v.~ ······ ... ······-··-···- ...... - --~----······ 

Sec e ry uf State 


