BRONZE STAR FOR SERVICE

RECOMMENDATION FOR

U.S. ARMY SPECIALIST FOURTH CLASS

CHARLES EARLE CRAFTS




LTC Stephen Harmon
Assistant Chief, Army Awards Board
U.S. Army Human Resources Command

Contained herein is our recommendation for a Bronze Star Medal recognizing the service
of SP4 Charles Earle Crafts during his extended period as a Prisoner of War in Vietnam.

- Tab 1. This contains the DA Form 638 recommending the Bronze Star Medal
for service.

- Tab 2. Included here is vital information provided by Colonel Donald L.
Price, USMC (Ret), author of The First Marine Captured in Vietnam - A
Biography of Colonel Donald G. Cook. During his five years of extensive
research, Colonel Price found numerous instances where SP4 Crafts went well
beyond the call of duty as a captive.

- Tab 3. This section contains comments from Mr. Duane Frederic, a well
known POW and MIA researcher, that provides further support for this
recommendation.

- Tab 4. At this tab are copies of the letter and four award recommendations
written by SP4 Crafts in response to a request from the Commandant of the
Marine Corps. This information served as the basis for a posthumous award of
the Medal of Honor for Marine Corps Captain Donald G. Cook who was held
in the same POW camps as SP4 Crafts. Providing this information completed
SP4 Crafts last official duties before being discharged from the Army, thus the
closure date of the DA Form 638 reflects the date he signed the letter to the
Marine Corps Commandant.

- Tab 5. These documents show actions taken by the Marine Corps after
recetving SP4 Crafts’ information.

- Tab 6. A copy of the Joint Resolution of the State of Maine House and Senate
recognizing SP4 Crafts’ safe return from captivity.
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Douglas E. Moore

Colonel, US Army Retired
703-970-4215
Doug.Moore@Amedd. Army.Mil




RECOMMENDATION FOR AWARD
For use of this form, see AR 600-8-22; the proponent agency 1s ODCSPER

For valor/heroism/wartime and all awards higher than

MSM, refer to special instructions in Chapter 3, AR 600-8-22.

Charles Earle Crafts

ERIO 2 FROM 3. DATE

Chief, Military Awards Branch, US Army Human Resources

Command, Hoff 11, 200 Stovall St., Alexandria, VA 22332 LTC James E. Behnke, US Army (Ret) 15 Mar 09
PART | - SOLDIER DATA

4. NAME 5 RANK 6. SSN

Sp4 I

7 ORGANIZATION
Ranger Advisor, Military Assistance Advisory Group,
Detachment 95, H1 Corps Tactical Zone, Republic of Vietnam

8. PREVIOUS AWARDS

POW Medal, GCM, Expeditionary Medal, Republic of Vietnam Service
Medal, National Service Medal, Sharp Shooters Badge

9. BRANCH OF SERVICE

United States Army

10. RECOMMENDED AWARD 11. PERIOD OF AWARD
a. FROM b. TO

BSM 29 Dec 64 8 Mar 67

12 REASON FOR AWARD

13. POSTHUMOUS

124 INDICATE ACH, SVC. PCS. ETS, ORRET 12b. INTERIM AWARD . T YES X NO
IE YES, STATE AWARD GIVEN YES | NO 3.
SVC
PART Il - RECOMMENDER DATA
14. NAME 15. ADDRESS
James E. Behnke
16 TITLE/POSITION 17. RANK
Senior Advisor, 33rd Vietnamese Ranger Bn LLTC

18. RELATIONSHIP TO AWARDEE
Immediate Supervisor/Commander

19. snGNTU&V% ) g

PART Hl - JUSTIFICATION AND CITATION DATA (Use spechicVullet examples of meritorious acts or service)

20. ACHIEVEMENTS

(

ACHIEVEMENT #1

ACHIEVEMENT #2

ACHIEVEMENT #3

ACRIEVEMENT #4

21. PROPOSED CITATION

DA FORM 638, NOV 1994 REPLACES DA FORM 638-1. APD PE v6 00E

PREVIOUS EDITIONS

Information removed

Of DA FORM 638 ARE OBSOLETE.

by the Vietnam Archive




NARRATIVE JUSTIFICATION FOR AWARD OF THE BRONZE STAR MEDAL

[ recommend the Bronze Star Medal be awarded to SP4 Charles Earle Crafts, US
51479671, for extremely meritorious service during the period 29 December 1964 until 8
March 1967.

Although only a PVT E-2 when captured during the Battle of Binh Gia, he immediately
began calling on his military training. During the first few minutes after their capture,
SP4 Crafts and SSG Harold G. Bennett began planning their first escape attempt, but
were foiled when the enemy suspected their plan and closed tightly around them.

As the months of captivity wore on, SSG Bennett began showing the debilitating signs of
disease and malnutrition, so SP4 Crafts began assisting him and encouraged him to eat
the meager rations they were given. Unfortunately, his efforts proved to be futile because
the Viet Cong guards murdered SSG Bennett shortly thereafter; making him the first
American to die while being held captive in Vietnam.

Shortly thereafter, Captain John Schumann was brought to the same camp. Over a period
of months, he began suffering from malnutrition, kidney failure, and pneumonia. SP4
Crafts did everything he could to get help from their captors and tried his best to nurse
Captain Schumann back to health; only to watch him die in his arms on 7 July 1966.
Risking certain death, SP4 Crafts fulfilled a promise to return Captain Schumann’s
engraved wedding ring to his wife in order that she might have that small bit of closure.

After being released, SP4 Crafts became a valuable source of information for American
intelligence regarding POW conditions in South Vietnam. While being debriefed, he was
visited by Marine Corps representatives seeking information about Captain Donald G.
Cook, USMC, who was held in the same POW camps with him. SP4 Crafts was then
asked to write several recommendations that were used by the Commandant of the
Marine Corps to obtain a posthumous award of a Medal of Honor for Captain Cook.

In summary, SP4 Crafts relied on his military training and faith in God to survive more
than two years of brutal captivity in several jungle POW camps. Without adequate food
or clean water, he suffered from malnutrition, malaria, and other jungle diseases, but he
held to the Code of Conduct and refused to provide his captors with any useful military
information.

As stated on the DA Form 638, none of the officers in my higher supervisory chain of
command during this timeframe are still living; consequently, I had to sign the immediate
authority block myself.

My Commission Expires
Sestembor 23, 2012

TC, US Army (Ret) )
entor Advisor, 33" Vietnamese Ranger Battalion "y

ame nke




PROPOSED CITATION FOR THE BRONZE STAR MEDAL

The Bronze Star is awarded to Specialist Fourth Class (SP4) Charles Earle Crafts
for exceptionally meritorious service during the period 29 December 1964 to 8
March 1967. As a Prisoner of War in Vietnam, SP4 Crafts relied on his military
training and faith in God to steadfastly refuse to give his captors any useful military
information and defied their attempts to indoctrinate him into their Communist
ideology. When the Non-Commissioned Officer with whom he had been captured
began showing signs of severe malnutrition and other maladies, he tried his best to
get him to eat the meager rations provided. Later in his captivity, he did everything
possible deo to aid and comfort another POW who was suffering from malnutrition,
kidney failure, and pneumonia; only to watch him die in his arms. Upon release
from captivity, SP4 Crafts provided invaluable information to the intelligence
community regarding the POW situation in South Vietnam. He also provided the
Commandant of the Marine Corps with information regarding the senior POW in
his camp that resulted in him receiving a posthumous award of the Medal of Honor.
SP4 Crafts outstanding performance of duty was in keeping with the highest
traditions of the United States Army and reflects great credit upon him and the
military service.




Auqust 31, 2006

Major General Rhett A. Hernandez, U.S. Army
Commander, U.S. Army Human Resources Command
200 Stovall Street, Hoffman II

Alexandria, VA 22332

Dear General Hernandez:

I recently completed a 142-thousand word biography about
deceased Marine Colonel Donald Cook. He was the first
Marine captured in the Vietnam War, and the first Marine in
history to earn the Medal of Honor while a POW. Cook died
in captivity in December 1967, and his remains have never
been recovered. Cook’s biography is entitled The First
Marine Captured in Vietnam and will be published this
winter by McFarland Publishing Company of Jefferson, North
Carclina (see attachment). '

During the course of over five years of research into
Cook’s life, I uncovered the heroic story of U.S. Army
Private First Class Charles Crafts who was captured in the
same battle as Cook. I have studied Craft’s POW debriefing
file, read many declassified messages about him, and
personally interviewed him at his home in Maine. I found
out that Crafts was held with Cook in the same jungle POW
camps, and later released by the Viet Cong. -

I am writing to you to point out that Crafts never wavered
in performing his dangerous duties as a radio operator
during the Battle of Binh Gia on December 29, 1964. He
steadfastly accompanied U.S. Army Sergeant Harold Bennett
across fire-swept terrain until they were captured
together. Moreover, Crafts faithfully complied with the
U.S. Military Code of Conduct throughout his captivity, and
was always loyal to Cook who was the senior American POW.
After 26 months as a POW, he was released by the Viet Cong
on February 16, 1967.

Upcn his release, the Viet Cong did not realize that Crafts

had hoodwinked them on behalf of his fellow POWs, first for
deceased U.S. Army Major John Schumann. Crafts boldly took

Information removed by the Vietnam Archive
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Schumann’s wedding ring out of the POW camp right under
their noses. This involved real risk because the National
Liberation Front considered such “contraband of war” to
belong to the people by default if the legal owner was
deceased. If this had dawned on them, Crafts could have
been charged with stealing from the people--a grievous
offense in the Front’s theoretically puritanical view of
property rights. Nevertheless, Crafts was determined to
return the ring to Major Schumann’s wife, Hannelore.

Second and even more daring, Crafts smuggled out letters
written by Cook and Douglas Ramsey, a U.S. State Department
officer. He used the obvious: his glasses case. Crafts slit
the case’s brown plastic lining with a razor blade and
slipped the tightly folded sheets inside. He then put the
case inside a small canvas dispatch bag the Viet Cong gave
him to carry his scant belongings out of captivity. Crafts
did not read the letters thus he did not know if they '
contained information harmful to himself if found by the
Viet Cong. This is a tribute to the confidence Crafts had
in Cook and Ramsey, and in his unselfish willingness to
place himself and his potential freedom in jeopardy for his
fellow POWs.

I must also mention that during his “release ceremony,”
Crafts appealed to a high-ranking Viet Cong cadre to
release Cook instead of himself. Crafts told the cadre that
he had no family but Cook had a wife, and four children who
needed him at home. (The cadre denied his request.) This is
a manifest example of Crafts’ selflessness as a soldier, a
POW, and an American.

I sincerely hope that the foregoing will be taken into

deliberation when Crafts is considered for long overdue
recognition of his heroic meritorious service as a POW.

Very respectfu%ixgs
] {\\ \f\ -
g:[:j>aw“ -fQiW‘V/L“C§L~—M\
Donald L. Price

Colonel, U.S Marine Corps, Retired

attachment




4 Biography of Donzld G. Cook Th e F irS t M ar in e

THE First

MariNe CAPTURED Captured in Vietnam

IN VIETNAM

A Biography of Donald G. Cook
Donald L. Price

[320] pages $35 softcover ISBN 0-7864-2804-X 2006
Ca. 70 photographs, appendix, notes, bibliography, index

Colonel Donald Gilbert Cook was the first U.S. Marine captured in
Vietnam; the first Marine in history to earn the Medal of Honor while in
captivity; and the first Marine POW to have a U.S. Navy ship named in
his honor, the USS Donald Cook (DDG-75). On December 31, 1964, while
serving as an observer with a South Vietnamese Marine Corps battalion
on a combat operation against Viet Cong forces, he was captured near the
village of Binh Gia in South Vietnam. Until his death in captivity in
December 1967, Cook led ten POWs in a series of primitive jungle camps. His leadership and adherence to the U.S.
Military Code of Conduct earned him the nation’s highest military award, but Cook never received historical atten-
tion commensurate with his enormous accomplishments.

This is the first book-length biography of Colonel Donald G. Cook. With background information on Cook’s life
and prewar career, the book concentrates especially on his three years in captivity, and is the first book exclusively
abouta Marine POW held in South Vietnam. It covers the ten other POWSs under his command, including Sgt.
Harold Bennett (the first American POW executed in Vietnam) and Sgt. Issac Camacho (the first American POW to
escape in Vietnam). The author outlines the circumstances surrounding Cook’s Medal of Honor citation and death.
Throughout, Cook’s adherence to the Corps’ traditional leadership principles and knowledge of the Code of Conduct
are highlighted, and his biography is a unique case study of exemplary leadership under extremely difficult condi-
tions. Nearly 70 photographs are included.

Retired Marine Colonel Donald L. Price earned the Silver Star, three Bronze Stars and the Purple Heart for service
in Vietnam. He lives in Sierra Vista, Arizona.

Ship o The First Marine Captured in Vietnam $35

(please pring)

Shipping/handling (see below)
Subtotal §
N.C. residents add 7% Sales Tax

Credit card orders: QVISA OMasterCard
QAMEX QDiscover

TOTAL §
Account #
Exp. date Telephone(__)
Accownt # S/Jipping//;az"zdling: $4 first book, $1 each additional.
. International/Canadian orders (surface): $6 first book, $3 each
E-mail address addidional. fnternational/Canadian orders please pay in U.S. funds.

McFarland & Company, Inc., Publishers « Box 611, Jefferson, North Carolina 28640
336-246-4460  Orders 800-253-2187 * FAx 336-246-4403 * Www.mcfarlandpub.com

In Europe, North Africa and the Middle East, order from: The Eurospan Group, www.eurospangroup.com
In Australia and New Zealand, order from: DA Information Services, www.dadirect.com

In India, order from: Viva Books, www.vivagroupindia.net




DUANE E. FREDERIC

September 20, 2006

U.S. Army Human Resources Command
ATTN: Army Awards Branch

200 Stovall St. ,

Alexandria, VA 22332-0471

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

It is my great honor to recommend award of the Silver Star Medal, Bronze Star Medal
with V device, and Bronze Star Medal to SP4 Charles Earle Crafts for his bravery and
courage on the battlefield at Binh Gia, and as a prisoner of war against the Viet Cong in
the Republic of Vietnam during the period of 29 December 1964 — 23 February 1967.

Rick Atkinson, a famous military history author was interviewing Paul Fussell, author of
The Boys’ Crusade for a C-SPAN book review late in 2003. Paul quoted another British
author on the definition of heroism from World War 11, but it is a timeless definition ever
since eons ago, when one warrior engaged in a life or death struggle with his enemy:
“Heroism is not running away from the battlefield.”

This definition definitely applies to SP4 Crafts, who remained on the Binh Gia battlefield
furiously performing his duties amid the carnage and chaos of 29 December 1964 as SSG
Harold George Bennett’s Radio Telephone Operator until both of them were captured by
thg Viet Cong. Crafts was able to keep clear radio transmissions to orbiting helicopters
attempting to deliver machine gun fire on the over-powering Viet Cong forces at Binh Gia.

Specialist Crafts consistency supported the efforts of CAPT Donald G. Cook, USMC, who
as Senior American Prisoner, created a covert resistance organization under the noses of
their Viet Cong captors. This included Specialist Crafts’ willingness to attempt escape on
three occasions; resisting indoctrination and interrogation to the best of his ability; caring
for CPT John Schumann and comforting him in his arms when he died from the
cumulative effect of malnutrition and slow starvation rations, malaria, and ineffective
medical attention when his kidneys failed. Crafts’ suffered greatly from these same brutal
conditions and was released by his Viet Cong captors as a humanitarian gesture due to his
devastating bouts of malaria.

Information removed by the Vietnam Archive




Most important in my opinion is his willingness to smuggle out the notes of CAPT Cook,
and the wedding ring of CPT Schumann upon his release from captivity. This act of
personal bravery was voluntary on his part owing to his great respect for CAPT Cook and
CPT Schumann. Should Crafts’ treachery been discovered by his Viet Cong captors prior
to his return to U.S. military control, in my opinion, he would not have been released.
Further, 1 am convinced that he would have died from malaria and slow starvation along
with CAPT Cook, if we are to believe the Viet Cong reporting in 1973 that CAPT Cook
died on or about 8 December 1967 from malaria and other diseases associated with
malnutrition and slow starvation rations.

Additionally, Special Crafts co-operated with Army intelligence agents after his release by
providing comprehensive and highly accurate information concerning all aspects of the
operation of several Viet Cong POW camps he survived during two years, one month, and
twenty-four days of brutal jungle captivity.

In my opinion, award of these three medals to Specialist Crafts is fully justified and proven
by the archival documents and witness statements provided by LTC James Behnke, USA
(Ret.) and COL Douglas E. Moore, USA (Ret.)

Thank you for your favorable consideration of this request.

Respectfully submitted,

y Ol

Duane E. Frederic
Vietnam Veteran 1969-70 .. o
POW/MIA Researcher
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Washington, D.C.
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Hoars
NEADQUARTERS
ONITED STATES ARMY HOSPITAL
_ Tort Devens, Massachusetts 0143)
B March 1967

Commandant
United Btates Marine Corps

Dear Bir:
Attached, please find the recowmmendations of the undersigneds for
avards for velor in behalf of Captain Dooald G. Cooh, UBMC, currently s
prisoner of the enemy in Viet Raa.

Tho undersigned vas a prisoner v:ith Capiait Cook from 2 Jenuary
1905 until 1b February 19507, ip beveral different prisos camps through-
out Bouth Yiet Ban.

The attached recommendations sre based upon personal observation
of Captain Cook Guring the period outlined above ¥ith the exception of
the actiocn that occurred oo 31 December iyos. This actjoo resulted ip
Captain Cook being vounded and subnequently captured.

These recomowndations are forvarded to you for yuvur ococasideration
and action. 1f additiovnal i1nformation of a specific nature 3 reguired,
please advise. 1f subdbstantisting data, information fros other souroes
becomes pecesdary, U. 5. Army lntelligence channels can {ill the reqQuire-~
oobt &8 needed.

Your attentjon to Lhis maticr veuld be greatiy appreciated by the
undersigned as ] feel a great respousibiiity and otijgation to the

“individusl, the military service and to the country concerning this

satter,

Respesctfully yours,

s ;7 s
C ,}f(? fK/'.\/ (L),m

CHARLES K. CRAFTS
»mwe, us
Untted States Army
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— RECOMMENDATION FOR THE AWARD OF THE
DISTINGUISHED BERVICEZ CROBS

I, the undersigned would lixe to pressnt to you, for your
consideration and action the recommendation that Captain Donald O.
Cook, United States Marine Corps, be avarded the Distinguished Jervice
Cross for valor.

- The undersigned was a prisoner of var vith Captaio Cook froms
January 1965 until ey release from custody on 16 February 1967. We
vere prisoners of the Viet Cong Forces opposing South Viet Ram, the
United Btates and her allies.

. I have obeervod Captain Cook's conduct on a daily besis during
this period of confinement outlined abova. It is my firms belief, as
vell as the conviction of sll other prisoners of var vho ars also
knovledgeadle of Captain Cook, that he is eb outstanding exswplary
Officer.

During this period of confinement, the Yiet Cong removed the
insignia of rarzk and sade overy attesmpt, including isolation, physical
abuse, restraint and psychological torture to enforce their vill upon
Captain Cook. 1n spite of their efforts Captain Cook has succeasfully
resisted their attempts to force him into filling out a bilological data
card, to write letters or statements derogatory to the Unjited States.
The Viet Cong have made repeated attespis to sublimste and overcome the
influvence and impact of Captain Cook's strung, idealistic persoocality
upon all fellov prisoners vho have come in contact with him.

To cite specific exasples, Captain Cook has persisted io his efforte
to caintain s 2liltary structure asong the prisoners of var even though
e has “ecn 4iverted of rank b2 the Viet Conge He hme spsumed full
command responslibility without goalificetion or excuse. During & great
deal of the time of nis coufinement, ne has been xept upder cloee guard,
10 isvlation and ibp shacklies whick restricted Lis movessnts totally.

The pormal method of snacklins is to fix the subject to his pmllet with
restraints placed over the luver extremities of his body. This pronhitite
any and all sovesont, except partial lsteral movewent of ihe uprer part
of his body. The Viet Cong, in thelr anger. at Captaln Couk’s «on.istent
defisnce Of thea anl due to his escape attempt, placed shachles on Lis
vriste. This immubllized his to en almoet total degree and vas extrencly
painful and trying.

Un anftler nconsjon, during a forved sarch rroe vhe camp e another,
® pricuvner Of wvar rased Sergesnt bBranett. U.U. Army, beCaar tOO veak to

Tnge ________‘..:‘_-":I::‘go.
"
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_ coutinue to march. IR T~

- The Bargeant could not comply vith their deeires
and the Yiet Cong threatened to shoot him. Captain Cook sat beside
Sergeant DBennett and ordered the Viet Cong to discootinue the march
untid Bergeant Dennott had rocovered well enough to comtipue Vith the
main . body. The Viet Congs then directed their threats to shoot and kill

b Captain Cook. He faced them and defied thew to 4o their vorst as he

vould not move until his instructioos vere cowplied vith. Oo another

occasion, he vas being urged by the Viet Cong interrogator to complete

R

? their biological dats card. He refused to provide them vith any informa-
i tion other than his name, rank and serial nusber. He would vot cooply or
subnit any information as they requested. This vas a constant require-
oent, supplemsented by threats of torture, isolation, deprivation and
t : death. He resisted any and all efforts oo many occacions to provide any
data that vould give aid and comfort to the epemy. Captain Cook asserted
* his character and prestige upon his fellow prisonars of var. Ne directed
ythea to comply vith his recommendations and ihstructions, as he was the
» senjor officer present. He advised the Viet Coug that he was senior
{ in rank to all prisocners of var and thercfore vas the epokesman for the
3 group. The YViet Cong 414 pot accept this and vould Dot recognize his
- raok.
? The Viet Cong learned to respect and fear his ave to his strength
é and charecter and his insistence that they cooply vith accepted military

protocol. Captein Cook vas and 18 & man of principle and strength., He
vas an inspiration $o sveryoos vho came under his influence. le is &
\ ’ credit to his service, uoselfish and Jemanding upon himeelf. He took
©  great porsonal risk op many occasiors to protect and defend his fellov
prisocoers of var and his ovn principles. The undersigned recomaends that
the avard of the Distinguished Gervice Croas be approved bdbased upon tbis
brief report of Captain Cock's behavior.

- Lol ]

1f additiocal facts and dctails are reqQuired, pleass call upon se.

Respectfully yours,
/e - - e S0 -
NP2 B Y O ",./:/4~
CHARLES K. CMAFTS

Prc, us
Julted States Aray
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REOOMMENDATION FOH THE AWARD OF THE -~
S1LVER STAR MXDAL

The undersigned requests your conelderation and action for an
avard for a Bilver Star Meda) for Captain Donaid G. Cook, United States
Marine Corps. Ouptain Cook is presently a prisoner of the snemy in Viet
Ram.

Captain Cook vas ocaptured on )1 December 1,04 vhile secrving in thw
capatity of advisor to an unjdentified Bouth Vietnasese Murine Pattalion..

From tie time of his capture, Captain Cook va: hel@ b, the Viet Cuug
psrsonnel in isolation. This restraint prohibited free movzoent, He vas
constantly under guard as vell as being confine3 to the area cr mllet on
vhich he slept. He vas sudjected to preeosures ant prychnlogical torture
to divulge information to the enemy. He resinted ali of these tubdtlie mno
isidious pressures. 1In spite of the personal ceprivetion and constant
ovservation, Captain Cook planned to escape from custoly. He planned
with grest care to insure that this atteupt vould de a successful one ana
that his escape vould not have an adverse residual effect on ihe prisoncrs
of var that remained in custody.

He rcguccted, from his guard, that he be released and taken to Lhe
iatrine, Thic rejuest was granted and ne vas released and escorted %0
the latripe. Enroute, another pr.soner, Sergeant Dennett indicatel that
ne Jecired te ,,0, also. He Joined the yroup amd the. vontinuea to prceed
to Lune latrine. This latrine vas centrally located and visible to viher
Viet Con, .;uards stationed aroand the compound. Upun resching the latrine,
Captain Cuck atiempted Lo Overcone the giard and csce;« throur! = neor'y
£8P 1D the fenced ares. This atteppt vas frastrated by the guwrd anu e
was able to cry for help to his colleagues. Captaln Cook exnibitel utter
Jisregard for his ovn personai safsty and cawe incaz Arave peril brimule
of this atteapt. He had noped ~hat by bold, dacirive actios, to accompllsh
the effective ailencing of the guard and sscaping. Huvever, th~ atditicnal
guards that respouded vere adble, after a stragg.c, o revtraln Cartalr Cuok
and escort him bdack to his hut. He vas tlreatcnwd wily desth, Currs: o-
vilified. He vas placed in recirsints or sraciicty, bOLE hamt! At 7 .-
<hat all povement wvas prob.idbituu. He semalbec cals ani ada-ant n the ‘acc
of these threats and physicul aii:--.

Tie undersigned cons,dars Liat Unjptath Couvd's personal braver, an;
calmness under extremely udverse cuniltjone 23 deservirg of concileraiion
for a Cilver Star Medal. He vas anu rewaing t~ ¢, An outstandin: ctxa-j.e
to all the prisocoers of var vho nsve Lad the opportunlity Lo cow Inte

s
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contagt with him. Ne had oontinually exhibited the leadership require-
wents and personal oonduot that inspires all other personnel. He has
steadfastly edhered to the principles of his rank and his dbranch of
servios in direct and frequent violatico of the Viet Cong cadre persoansl
at groat persoral risk,

Respectfully yours,

C.harnl, & [x/(

CHARLES E, CRAFTS
PrC, U :
United States Army
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The undersigned vishes to subait for your consideration and sction
& recommendation for the avard of the Rroaxe Htar Medal for Valor to
Captain Donald 0. Cook, United States Marine Corps, for his couduct
during an engsgenent vith the snemy at Binh Oia, Bouth Yiet Nan oo 31
Decenber 196k, Captain Cook vas assigned as an sdvisor to en unidenti-
fied Bouth Vistnanese Marine Battalion and on 31 December 1964, this
unlt, vhile engaged in a "pesX and dut.roy aission came ibto contact
vith hostile forces.

During the resultant action, Captain Cook displayed outstanding
leadership with complete dlsregard for his personal safety in his atteapts

. L0 mount a counter offensive sgainst s numerically superior and stroogly

entredched enemy.

Hin efforts vere hampered by the fact that he vas vounded by an
enegy bullet which struck hia in his left lsg and restricted his adility
Lo wove from place to place. Me continued to dirsct his Vietoamese
counterpart in the conduct of the operation. W¥Within a short tise, due
to enercy fire superjority, the South Vietnamese unit began to vithdraw
1o disorder, io spite of Captain Cook's efforts to maintain discipline.

Although his vound vas severe, resulting in great pain and loss of
blood, Captain Cook stteopted to hold the positiocn until it vas overrun.
Because of his limited sobility and generally veakensd condition, Captain
Cookx was taken prisooer by the attacking Viet Cong Foroes.

Respectfully yours,

’ . 7
7yl € Aopt
CHARLES K. CRArIS
PYC, US
United States Army
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RECOMMANDATION FOR THR AWARD OF
© THE PURPLE HEART

The underaigned, visies to subait for your consideration and action,
& request that the Purple Heart Medal be avarded to Captain Donald O.
Cook, United Btates Marine Corps, for a gun-shot vound inflicted upon
him during an engagement with the sneay in Viet Naa.

Captaln Cook vas then assjgned as an advisor to a Bouth Yietnamese
Marine Battalion, designation unknovn.

During a combat action at Bink Gila on 31 Decemver 1964, Captain
Cook suffered a bullet vound in nis left ley as & direct result of enemy

action,
The undersigned cen verify that he did wvitness and observe the vound

and 414 witness and ooserve the ocdical treaidest requirec over s period
of months to repair the dasege sustained by virtue of this vound.

Respectfully yours,

e ,'..,::.é’(’.»?/z
CHAFTS ’

CHARLES K,
PrC, US
Unite. States Army

s
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NOTE TO THE JOINT CHIEFS OP STAFP
A on

RECOMMENDATION FOR AWARD OP THE MEDAL OF HONOR

The enclosed CHCM-6-54, 27 November 1974, "Recommendation

43

DISTRIBUTIOR B plus

for Award of the Medal of Honor to Lieutenant Colonel Donald G.

Cook and Chief Warrant Officer John W. Prederick, Jr., with its

Appendix, is submitted for consideration by the Joint Chiefs of

staff.

Joint Secretariat
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T ENCLOSURX
" MEMORANDUM BY THE COMMANDANT OF THE MARINE CORPS
for the
JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFP
.- On
RECOMMENDATION FOR AWARD OP THE MEDAL OF HONOR TO

LIBUTANT COLONEL DOMALD G. COOX AND
CHIEP WARRANT OFPICER JOHN W. PREDERICK, JR.

CMCM-6-T74 27 November 1974

1. I am doncerned that the heroic achiévemnta of

~ Lieutenant Colonel Donald G. COOK and Chief Warrant Officer

John W, FREDERICK, Jr., have not received appropriate

. recognition. Reconsideration of the events surrounding

the respective periods of captivity has prompted the
recommendation for award 6f the Medal of Honor in each case.
2. Review of the recommendations in ths Appendix will reveal
at.:tl of gallantry and intrepidity which justify the recom-
mi)datiofx for each award.

3. T suggest, therefore, that the Joint Chiefs of Staff

recommend to the Secretary of the Ravy that the award of

- the hedal of Honor be approved in the cases of Lieutenant

Colofiel Donald G. COOK and Chief Warrant Officer John W.

FREDERICK, Jr. . . i

]
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On 31 December 1964 while serving as Senior Marine Advisor to RVN
Marines near Binh Gia, Phuni Tuy’Province, RVN, Lieutenant Colonel
(then Captain) Donald G. COOK was wounded jin the left leg and captured
by Viet Cong forces. On 27 Janusry 1973, the Frovisional Revolutionary
Government (PRG) indiceted that Lieutenant Colonel COOK died on
8 December 1967 while in ceptivity.

Immediately upon his arrival st tche first of several prison camps
to which he was to be confined, he ostablished himself 83 the conmand-
ing officer of a3ll the POW’s. This action was taken despite sttempts
by the Viet Cong to remove all semblence of rank structure and disci-
Fline. 1In spite of physical abuse and isolation, Lieutenant Colonel
COOK reaisted his captors'’ efforts to break his will and determination
to maintein an effective military organization among the prisoners,
Perhaps the greatest tribute to his .indomitable spirit was the fact
that his captors warned the other POW's not to a¢t like Lieutenant
Colonel COOK, 83 he was a "bad example” for them to emulate. Rather
than seek anonymity and perhaps easier treatment, he impressed upon
the Viet Cong that he was senior and therefore spokesman for the grour.
fully aware that by so doing he was inviting harsher treawment for
himself.

Refusing to cooperate with his captors in any manner it has been
related by fellow prisoners that he would refuse to give them even “the
time of day.” The effect on his fellow prisoners was to tremendously
1mpede the Viet Cong psychological warfare efforts.

. Amongst both his captors and the POW's he gained exceptional
respect for his ability to perform manual labor. By so doing, and by
instituting & preogram of physical fitness, he attempted to enhance the
conditioning and overall health of himself and his men. Primarily
through his own accomplishments at physical labor he greatly undermined
Viet Cong propaganda that Americans were weaklings and that officers

‘in particular could not perform manual work. 1In one instance Lieuterant

Colonel) Cook purposely stepped up the pace in a work detail in order to
embarrass a Vietnamese interpreter who was working alongside him.

Shortly before his transfer to another camp Lieutenant Colonel
COOK contracted malaria, compounding his already deteriorating health
and physical condition. His physical condition became so bad that he
literally staggered as though intoxicated: yet, over the entire march,
he refused to let anyone carry his pack or otherwise hinder themselves
by helping him. His courage and perserverance were also complimented
by the Camp Commander,

In the new camp at Phuoc Long, Lieutenant Colornel COOK regained
some of his strength, although “Xxiller malaria" and typhcid were
rampant. When a number of the prisoners became severely il: with
malaria Lieutenant Colonel COOK unhesitatingly assuned a larger bulk

bant.

From: SECRAY INDBOM)
" Tos CHnAVPERS C(PLAS §-23) CaC 1(OOT DL)
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—of the workicad in order that the other POW's would not have

to increase their duties. Additionally, his knowledge of first
214 as well as his concern for the welfare of the amen under his
“command” prompted him to nurse the severely sick individuals,
By administering heart massage. moving the limbs, and keeping
the men's tongues from blockirg air passage he was directly
instrumental in saving the life of severa}l POW's who were con-
vulsing with severe attacks of malaria.

When one of the men contracted typhoid, Lieutenant Colnnel
COOK nursed him constantly, without concern for the fact that
he was risking infection himself. The risk of infectinn was
especially grest in view of his weakenéd condition, some thing
nobody could have been more aware of than he himself. On
numerous nccasion he shared his fcod (in spite of the fact that
he was often on half ration) with mer sicker than himself, even
to the extent of giving up his allowance of penicillin in order
that another man might benefit by its use.

Bv establishing Alefnods

Lieutenant Colonel COOK maintained communication witi

the other POW's even when he was not authorized to converse with
them because of his leadership qualities. In these messages he
encouraged others to resist and instructed them in how to do so.
He could have negotiated for his own early release on numerous
occasions but steadfastly refused to cooperate in the least,
even though he knew it meant he would spend the rest of the war
in captivity. At one point he even recited the nomenclature of
a pistol which was being held to his head. 1In his deteriorared
condition it is reasonable to assume that he realized he could
not survive for any extended period of time and hence might dae
in captivity. 1In this respect he went far above the call of
duty, literally riskinc his 1ife in order that he might provicc
an example for his fellow POW's to follnw. By willingly and
knowingly exposing himself to deadly diseases, takinc on mrre
than his share of the work load and refusing to give ir to the
enemy he gallantly sacraficed health, liberty and life to an
extent far beyond that reasonable required or expected.

2405




wereg e

[ S—

bepeeomond

torermoon

[

e

NS v b e Nt M

et NN w, eI —— -

o

The President of the United Stetes in the name of
the Congress takes pride in presenting the MEDAL OF HONOR
posthumously to

LIEUTENANT COLONel DORALD G. COOK
UNITED 3STATES MARINE CORPS

for service as set forth in the following
CITATION:

Yor conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the cisk of
his life above and beyond the call of duty while interned as
a Prisoner of War by the Viet Cong in the Republic of Vietnam
during the period Jaunuary 1264 - December 1967. Despite the
fact that by so doing he knew he would bring about harsher
treatment for himself, Lieutenant Colonel {then Captain) COOK
established himself as the senior prisoner, even though in
actuality he was not. Repeatedly assuming more than his
share of the mapual labor in order that the other POW's could
improve the state of tueir hezlth, Licutenant Colonel
COOK willingly and unselfishly put the interests of his comrades
before tha~ of his own well-being, and eventually, his life.
Giving more needy men his medicine and drug allowance while
constantly nursing them, he riskeo infection from contagious
diseasas while in a rapidly deteriorating state of health.
This unselfish and exemplary conduct, coupled with his refusal
to stray even the slightest fron the Code of Conduct earned
him the deepest respect from not only his fellow prisoners,
but his captors as well. Rather than negotiste for his own
release or better treatment, he steuofastly frustrated attempts
by the Viet Cong to break his indomituble spirit, and passed
this same resolve on to the men whose well-bz2ing he so closely
associated hims<elf with. Knowing his refusals would prevent
his release pr. ,r to the end of the war, and wlso knowing that
his chances for prolonged survival would bu small should he do
so, he chose to adhere to a Code of Conduct far above that
whirh could be expected. His personal valor ond exceptional sparit
of loyalty in *“he face of almost certain death reflectesd the
hicghest credit upon Lieutenant Colonel COOK, the Marine Corps,
and the United States Naval Service.




JERROLD B. SPEERS

SECRETARY OF THE SENATE

Ghe ®enate of Maine
Angusta, Maine 04330

March 8, 1967

PFC Charles Earle Crafts
North Jay

Maine
Dear Mr. Crafts:

| have been requested to send along to you a
copy of the Joint Resolution passed by both the House
and Senate honoring your safe return from captivity
by the Viet Cong. It is a great honor for me to forward
this to you, and | would like to add my own sincere
congratulations to those expressed by the Legislature.

It must certainly have been an extremely harrowing
experience, and you must be very happy to be home.

You are to be most highly commended.

Singerely,

Jerrold B. Speers
Secretary of the Senate
JBS:iv :




Stute of Muaine

Fu the Pear of Our Lord Gne Fhousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Seven

Joint Resolution in Recognition of the Safe Return from Captivity of
Private First Class Charles Earle Crafts of North Jay, Maine.

Mh?rtaﬂ, the United States of America has been confronted by grave challenges to the

freedom of mankind in Viet Nam; and

MHBrPaE. Private First Class Charles Earle Crafts of North Jay, Mame was assigned to

Viet Nam in the service of his State and Country; and

Mhm‘l’aﬂ, Private Craits fell into the hands of the Viet Cong while in the line of duty

during a military patrol in December, 1g64; and

Mhrl?aﬁ, Private Crafts was presumed to be missing in action and the absence of com-

munication and fear of the unkown during the two years of captivity gave cause for grave

concern to his parents and to all who knew him; and

thr?aﬁ, final word did not come until February 23, 1967. that the Viet Cong had released

two prisoners as a Lunar New Year gesture sixteen days earlier, and that Private Crafts and

a companion had safely reached American lines; now, therefore, be it

EPEUIDPh: That the Members of the 103rd Maine State Legislature are grateful for the

safety and well-being of Charles Earle Crafts and share in these moments of rejoicing with

his parents upon the return of one of Maine’s brave soldiers; and be it further

Eeﬁnlnth: That a copy of this Resolution, duly authenticated by the Secretary of State,

be sent to Private First Class Charles Earle Crafts.

House of Representatives In Benate Chamber
Read and Adopted Read and Adopted
Sent up for Concurrence in Concurrence
fMarch 1, 1967 March 2, 1967
BERTHA W. JOHNSON JERROLD B. SPEERS
Clerk Secretary

H. P. 87




Hnited States of Amerira
Biate of Maine
®ffice of Secretary of Htate

il, JOSEPH T. EDGAR,, Secretary of State of the State of Maine, and custodian of
the seal of said State, do hereby certify:

That T have carefully compared the annexed copy of the Joint Resolution in Recognition
of the Safe Return from Captivity of Private First Class Charles Earle Crafts of North Jay,

Maine, with the original thereof, and that it is a full, true and complete transcript therefrom
and of the whole thereof.

I Testimong Whereof, T have caused the
seal of the State to be hereunto affixed. GIVEN
under my hand at Augusta, this sixth day of
March, in the year of our Lord one thousand
nine hundred and sixty-seven and in the one
hundred and ninety-first year of the Indepen-
dence of the United States of America.

. et R
Sect€thry of State




