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RESEARCHED BY:
DUANE E. FREDERIC
8908 E. Pilgrim Dr.
Chagrin Falls, OH 44023-5845
(440) 543-9176
email: defrederic@alltel.net

March 24, 2006

THRU: The Honorable Blanche L. Lincoln, U. S. S.
355 Dirksen Senate Building
Washington, DC 20510-0404

TO: The Honorable Francis J. Harvey
Secretary of the Army

101 Army Pentagon

Washington, DC 20310-0101

Dear Distinguished Addressees,

“The Friends of SSG Harold George Bennett” are very proud to present the attached
Recommendation for posthumous award of the Medal of Honor for your favorable consideration
and approval.

Rick Atkinson, a famous military history author was interviewing Paul Fussell, author of The
Boys’ Crusade for a C-SPAN book review late in 2003. Paul quoted another British author on
the definition of heroism from World War II, but it is a timeless definition ever since eons ago,
when one warrior engaged in a life or death struggle with his enemy: “Heroism is not running
away from the battlefield.”

As you will read, this is a story of incredible bravery and courage by three men who stayed with
their mission against an over-powering enemy force until they were captured by the Viet Cong at
Binh Gia, Republic of Vietnam on 29-31 December 1964. Under the inspired leadership of
CAPT Donald G. Cook, USMC, he forged a covert resistance organization while in captivity
together with U. S. Army SSG Harold George Bennett, and PFC Charles E. Crafts that would do
battle with their captors. Sadly, SSG Bennett was executed by the Viet Cong on an unknown
date in June, 1965; and CAPT Cook supposedly died of malaria on 8 December 1967, according
to an accounting made by the Viet Cong’s Provisional Revolutionary Government in 1973.

It 1s only because PFC Crafts was released on humanitarian grounds that the world would learn
of the incredible feats of courage of CAPT Cook and SSG Bennett, both of whom were buried in
unmarked jungle graves in communist Vietnam that have not been recovered.



INTRODUCTION

PURPOSE: To present to the Secretary of the Army archival documentation and eye
witness statements justifying award of the Medal of Honor to SSG Harold George Bennett.
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AUTHORITY: Provisions of Section 1130, Title 10, United States Code, allows for referral
of award recommendations by a Member of Congres:

Sec. 1130. Consideration of proposals for decorations not previously submitted in timely
fashion: procedures for review and recommendation:

(a) Upon request of a Member of Congress, the Secretary concerned
shall review a proposal for the award or presentation of a
decoration (or the upgrading of a decoration), either for an
individual or a unit, that is not otherwise authorized to be
presented or awarded due to limitations established by law or
policy for timely submission of a recommendation for such award or
presentation. Based upon such review, the Secretary shall make a
determination as to the merits of approving the award or
presentation of the decoration and the other determinations
necessary to comply with subsection (b).

(b) Upon making a determination under subsection (a) as to the
merits of approving the award or presentation of the decoration,
o the Secretary concerned shall submit to the Committee on Armed
™ Services of the Senate and the Committee on National Security of
the House of Representatives and to the requesting member of
Congress notice in writing of one of the following:

(1) The award or presentation of the decoration does not
warrant approval on the merits.

(2) The award or presentation of the decoration warrants
approval and a waiver by law of time restrictions prescribed by
law is recommended.

{3) The award or presentation of the decoration warrants
approval on the merits and has been approved as an exception to
policy.

(4) The award or presentation of the decoration warrants
approval on the merits, but a waiver of the time restrictions
prescribed by law or policy is not recommended.

A notice under paragraph (1) or (4) shall be accompanied by a
statement of the reasons for the decision of the Secretary.

(c) Determinations under this section regarding the award or
presentation of a decoration shall be made in accordance with the
same procedures that apply to the approval or disapproval of the
@ award or presentation of a decoration when a recommendation for
such award or presentation is submitted in a timely manner as
prescribed by law or regulation.

(d) In this section:

(1) The term ''Member of Congress'' means -
(A) a Senator; or
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(B) a Representative in, or a Delegate or Resident
Commissioner to, Congress.

(2) The term ''decoration'' means any decoration or award that

may be presented or awarded to a member or unit of the armed
forces.

This recommendation is a result of the efforts of an ad hoc group of Vietnam veterans who are
determined to present the Secretary of the Army with the opportunity to recognize SSG
Bennett’s conspicuous courage and intrepidity in action during the Battle of Binh Gia on 29
December 1964, and his steadfast faith in God, Country, and his fellow prisoners that resulted in

SSG Bennett’s Viet Cong captors smghng him out for execution for his actions as a hard-core
POW resister.

Members of the “Friends of SSG Harold George Bennett” in alphabetical order are:

LTC James E. Behnke, USA (Ret.), was a Captain in 1964 and was the senior advisor to the
ARVN 33" Ranger Battalion. SSG Bennett and PFC Charles Crafts reported to him. In 1992 he
wrote his Vietnam memoir DAI - UY. LTC Behnke is a native of Arkansas.

Charles E. Crafts, SSG Bennett’s Radio Operator at the battle of Binh Gia. Crafts was held in
captivity with SSG Bennett continuously from 29 December 1964 until the last time he was seen
on 28 May 1965. He was released from captivity by the Viet Cong on 23 February 1967 on
humanitarian grounds on account of his severe medical problems due to deliberate slow
starvation and inadequate medical treatment for malaria and other tropical diseases while in
jungle captivity for over two years. He smuggled out important documents from CAPT Donald
Cook, USMC pertaining to the valor of his fellow prisoners.

Duane E. Frederic, a Vietnam veteran (1969-70,) who researched the captivity experiences of
American jungle POWs, especially those from 1963-65. He prepared most of the successful
Medal of Honor submission for U. S. Army Captain Humbert R. Versace, which was awarded by
President George W. Bush on 8 July 2002.

CSM Michael N. Martin, USA (Ret.) He was an advisor to the ARVN Rangers during
multiple combat tours in Vietnam. He was inducted into the Ranger Hall of Fame 1995 for his
many achievements as an Army Ranger during a distinguished thirty-year military career.
CSM Martin wrote the article “BINH GIA: The Capture and Execution of Ranger Harold G.
Bennett,” which appeared in the September/October 1997 issue of BEHIND THE LINES
magazine. He is a published author of three books related to the Vietnamese Airborne and
Rangers. CSM Martin sponsored SSG Bennett’s induction into the 2004 Ranger Hall of Fame.

COL Douglas E. Moore, USA (Ret.) was awarded the Distinguished Service Cross for his
extraordinary heroism as a medevac helicopter pilot during multiple tours in Vietnam. He
monitored the radio transmissions of SSG Bennett during the battle of Binh Gia, during which
Bennett and Crafts were captured by the Viet Cong. COL Moore wrote the article “Bad Day at
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Binh Gia,” which appeared in the August, 1999 issue of ARMY magazine. COL Moore is a
native of Arkansas.

COL Don Price, USMC (Ret.), a decorated combat veteran of multiple tours in Vietnam. He
researched the Battle of Binh Gia for his soon to be published biography of Colonel Donald

Cook, USMC. CAPT Cook was captured at Binh Gia on 31 December 1964, and was held in
captivity with Bennett and Crafts.

MG Edison E. Scholes, USA (Ret.), was Senior Advisor, I Corps Ranger Command (ARVN)
during his second tour in Vietnam. He retired in 1996 after a distinguished thirty-five year
military career that included four combat tours in three major conflicts, and leadership positions

as Deputy Commanding General of XVIII Airborne Corps, Third U. S. Army, and a major
NATO command.

MG Eugene L. Stillions, Jr. USA (Ret.), a Vietnam veteran (1965-66 & 1971-72,) was the
Quartermaster General of the Army from March, 1984 — June, 1987. After retirement from
active duty in 1988, he served twelve years as a senior executive for a nationwide business
engaged in developing jobs for persons with severe disabilities. He also served as President of
the U.S. Army Quartermaster Foundation, Inc. from May, 2001-May, 2003. General Stillions
currently serves as Chairman of the Board of Directors for America’s Pride, Inc., a service-
disabled veteran owned business employing disabled veterans. He is a native of Arkansas.

We started this project on November 6, 2003 with a letter to LTG John LeMoyne, Deputy Chief

of Staff, G-1 at Department of the Army. A response was from LTC Robert L. White, Jr., Chief
of the Army Awards Branch at (TAB 1.)

We proceeded with a request to Clifford L. Snyder at the National Archives in College Park, MD
to locate archival documents pertaining to SSG Bennett. His original response has been
misplaced by Duane E. Frederic, but the same information is contained in his letter dated
October 21,2005 at (TAB 2.) The only record from the III CTZ Advisory Group to be located
at the National Archives relating to the Battle of Binh Gia was SSG Bennett’s Missing in Action
Board of Inquiry, dated 15 January 1965. No archival documents were located from HQ,
MACYV other than the MACVJ3 Daily Journals for 29-30 December 1964.

LIMITATIONS: Overall, this staff study is severely limited by the lack of archival

documents pertaining to SSG Bennett’s captivity experience from 29 December 1964 — 28
May 1965.

The archival records pertaining to SSG Bennett’s captivity experience are under the
control of Headquarters, Joint POW/MIA Accounting Command (JPAC). Many of the
archival documents are still classified after 40 years, despite two Presidential Executive
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Orders to declassify them. This presents us with an overwhelming handicap in preparing
SSG Bennett’s MOH submission as follows:

First, we do not know the extent of the documents contained in SSG Bennett’s case file
(REFNO 0049.) We relied on the professional judgment of JPAC personnel to provide us
with relevant documents pertaining to SSG Bennett’s captivity timeframe.

Second, we were only given documents that JPAC chose to give us. Most of the items
pertaining to SSG Bennett’s captivity period (29 December 1964 — 28 May 1965) were
redacted and/or fragments of complete documents. The majority of the documents
released (with some redaction relating to American detainees and POWSs) were from the
agency’s 1990s efforts at conducting oral histories with former Viet Cong cadre responsible
for the operation of POW camps. All of these efforts from the 1990s were unsuccessful in
determining the grave locations of American POWs who died in VC captivity. Most of the
higher ranking cadre claimed limited or no direct knowledge of the deaths of American
POWs in their custody. The lower ranking guards couldn’t remember much either. There
was only one Oral History interview from 2002 that provided very interesting information
that is included in this submission.

Third and most damaging, we specifically asked for some archival documents discussed
below, known to have existed in 1999 for Duane E. Frederic’s archival research for U. S.
Army Captain Rocky Versace’s successful MOH upgrade.

The JPAC personnel responsible for release of documents in their files have heavily
redacted source names which has made it difficult to relate “who said what to whom.”
Also, by releasing fragments of the original documents, it left much information
unavailable for full comprehension of what the complete document would have revealed
about SSG Bennett’s captivity experience. Two examples of excessive redacting and
fragmentary bits of archival documents are at (TAB 3.)

o The first example is CPT James Behnke’s testimony for SSG Bennett’s MIA Board
of Inquiry. His signature block was completely redacted. In fact, there was similar
redaction of much of this very important archival document to make it difficult for
the Senior Army Decorations Board to evaluate. Fortunately, we received a copy of
this document without redaction from the National Archives.

o The second is a one page fragment of a longer debriefing document of American
civilian Donald Dawson. He was captured by the Viet Cong while searching in the
jungle for his brother, U. S. Army 1LT Daniel G. Dawson, whose L-19 Observation
aircraft was shot down, and his remains were never found. At the bottom of the
page, Dawson starts to discuss his Vietnamese companion and translator, Colette
Simone Emberger, but there are no other pages provided.

Most damaging to our ability to present SSG Bennett’s case is withholding of any
documents from defecting Viet Cong guards and cadremen (guards, interrogators,
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indoctrinators, and interpreters) from the jungle camps which housed SSG Bennett.
During 1968-69, many VC soldiers defected to the Saigon government under the “Chieu
Hoi” [Open Arms] program. These “returnees” were debriefed for intelligence
information, and their statements were analyzed by MACV’s Joint Personnel Recovery
Center (JPRC) to track the locations of all reported sightings of American POWs for
possible rescue and/or recovery operations.

For example, we requested through U. S. Senator Blanche Lincoln, the publication that was
issued by the JPRC, dated 1 October 1968 entitled “Organization and Methods of
Operation of Prisoner of War Camps in VC Military Zone ITI (IV Corps)” which contains
detailed evaluations of each American POW in South Vietnam personally known by
defected Viet Cong cadremen. It is a virtual treasure trove of information pertaining to
how the VC evaluated each American prisoner’s attitude and conduct while in jungle
captivity. If SSG Bennett’s evaluation is contained in that document, it would be of
immense value to the Senior Army Decoration Board to have that information. This and
similar documents are not available, per JPAC letter dated 3 February 2006, at (TAB 4.)
To add insult to injury, JPAC did not respond to Senator Lincoln’s request to verify the
existence of the documents requested in her letter.

OTHER LIMITATIONS: There is only one living eyewitness to SSG Bennett’s captivity
experience: Charles E. Crafts. He has requested that his comments made under oath to
Army debriefers in 1967 upon his release from captivity be used as the basis for his
eyewitness statement. The hardships he endured during almost twenty-five months of
brutal jungle captivity include: slow starvation rations; minimal medicines for treatment of
multiple attacks of malaria and other jungle diseases; the execution of SSG Bennett and
MSG Kenneth Rorabach; the death of MAJ John Schumann attributed to the effects of
malnutrition and jungle diseases; and leaving behind CAPT Donald Cook to die alone in
the jungle in 1967. These are long repressed memories that Charles Crafts has kept locked
away in the recesses of his mind for forty years.

MAP REFERENCE:

Map, South Vietnam, AMS, Series 1-7014 - 6430 II, “Xuyen Moc, Vietnam”
Scale: 1:50,000

Extract provided by JPAC of the above map is at (TAB 5.)
SSG Bennett and PFC Crafts were captured at YS549755.
Other special maps of interest are at (TAB 6.)

e A map depicting the enemy situation in 1964.
A map of IIT CTZ showing War Zones C and D and the Iron Triangle.

¢ A sketch map of the Battle of Binh Gia showing the approximate locations of
activities occurring there from 28 December 1964 — 1 January 1965.
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From: Maitland, Terrence and Mclnemey, Peter and the Editors of Boston Publishing
Company. A Contagion of War (The Vietnam Experience Series.) Boston: Boston
Publishing Company, 1983, page 79.

Duane E. Frederic’s NOTE on the Binh Gia sketch map: The estimate of one VC Battalion
at Binh Gia is probably too low. Other reports indicate at least one regiment of the VC 9™
Division in Binh Gia, and another regiment covering the expected avenues of approach by
ARVN reinforcements coming to Binh Gia. A CIA document “BINH GIA — AN
APPRAISAL” estimated the enemy strength at 1,800 men.

TIMELINE OF SSG BENNETT’S CAPTIVITY

FROM 29 DECEMBER 1964 — 28 MAY 1965
(BASED ON CHARLES CRAFTS’ STATEMENT DATED DECEMBER 16, 2005)

1. SSG Bennett and PFC Crafts were captured at Binh Gia on 29 December 1964 and were
evacuated from the battlefield with some of the captured ARVN Rangers to an unnamed
camp. On the trail, SSG Bennett told PFC Crafts that if the conditions were right and they
were to be out of sight of their guards, the two would make a break for it. Unfortunately,
their VC guards in front of them and especially the rear guards kept close to SSG Bennett
and PFC Crafts, making a successful escape impossible at that time.

2. On 30 December 1964 SSG Bennett and PFC Crafts were held together with 50 - 70
ARYVN enlisted POWs, 8 — 10 ARVN officer POWs, and 2 — 3 Vietnamese women prisoners
at a location Crafts called “Camp ARVN.” On 1 January 1965, SSG Bennett and PFC
Crafts are moved to another camp about two miles away.

3. On 2 January 1965, CAPT Donald Cook, USMC joined SSG Bennett and PFC Crafts at
the new camp. Both SSG Bennett and PFC Crafts pledged their loyalty and obedience to
CAPT Cook as he assumed the leadership of being Senior American Prisoner, in
accordance with the Code of Conduct. CAPT Cook established a covert organization from
that beginning day that would last as long as he lived, in his unceasing attempts to
undermine and bedevil their Viet Cong captors. CAPT Cook established code names for
everything and everybody: his name was “Jose;” SSG Bennett was “Floyd;” and PFC
Crafts was “Hobby.” Crafts called this camp “Camp Jose,” in honor of CAPT Cook.

In the afternoon of 2 January, SSG Bennett and PFC Crafts attempted their second escape.
They used a set of SSG Bennett’s keys (missed by the guards on 29 December 1964) to
weaken the cheap Vietnamese locks on their leg shackles, and a nail clipper (also missed) to
cut through a vine on the overhead poles of their cage. All was set for both of them to
escape that night (without CAPT Cook, who was too weak from his leg wound.) But the
normally noisy guards were too quiet that night, and any noise from climbing out of the top
of their cage to make their escape would awaken the guards. In the morning, the cheap
locks were replaced with U. S. Army brass locks which were impossible to pick.
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4. On 26 January 1965, CAPT Cook, SSG Bennett, and PFC Crafts departed Camp Jose
under VC guard. They traveled for two days to a village and stayed there for four days.
CAPT Cook’s wounded leg prevent him from keeping pace on their trek, and he was left in
the village with guards to let his leg heal. On 30 or 31 January 1965, SSG Bennett and PFC
Crafts were moved to a distant camp which Crafts called “Camp SOB.”

S. On 6 February 1965, SSG Bennett and PFC Crafts arrived at Camp SOB. Sometime
in February, SSG Bennett went on a self-imposed hunger strike to protest the poor quality
of the food.

6. CAPT Cook rejoined SGT Bennett and PVT Crafts at Camp SOB during the middle of
March, 1965. CAPT Cook and SSG Bennett attempted to escape on 20 March 1965. They
were severely punished with solitary confinement, shackles, reduced rations, blindfolds,
and beatings. Two VC officers held pistols to the heads of both men and threatened to kill
them, but do not fire their weapons. SSG Bennett used rags to bandage his badly bitten
finger suffered while trying to keep a VC guard from yelling for help. SSG Bennett has
trouble eating rice; he gagged on the rice when swallowing, and vomited it up because he
couldn’t adapt to the taste of the rice diet. SSG Bennett’s health starts a slow decline.

7. Sometime in April, 1965, American civilian Donald Dawson and his Vietnamese
interpreter Colette Emberger were brought into camp as detainees. Dawson was searching
for his brother when the two of them were captured by the Viet Cong. They were still at
Camp SOB on 15 May 1965.

8. On 15 May 1965, CAPT Cook, SFC Bennett and PFC Crafts depart for “Camp
Carefree.” SSG Bennett becomes too weak and drops out of the march. He was last seen
alive by CAPT Cook and PVT Crafts on 28 May 1965 being beaten and kicked by VC
guards to keep moving. Later that day, guards tell CAPT Cook and PFC Crafts that they
killed SSG Bennett. No shots were heard by either CAPT Cook or PFC Crafts.

9. On 1 June 1965 CAPT Cook and PFC Crafts arrived at Camp Carefree in Tay Ninh
Province. Present at this camp were four American POWs who had been captured at the
Special Forces Camp at Hiep Hoa on 24 November 1963. They were SP5 George E. Smith;
SGT Claude McClure; SFC Kenneth Roraback; and SFC Isaac Camacho.

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY OF THE WITNESS STATEMENTS
AND ARCHIVAL DOCUMENTS TO JUSTIFY AWARD OF THE
MEDAL OF HONOR TO SSG HAROLD GEORGE BENNETT

The statement by LTC James E. Behnke states that SSG Bennett volunteered for a very
dangerous mission on the “Christmas Day POW Raid” on 25 December 1965. Although there
was no contact made with the enemy on that date, LTC Behnke noted SSG Bennett’s
aggressiveness and leadership in volunteering to lead a squad of ARVN Rangers in a helicopter
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assault against the enemy at great risk to his life in order to attempt the rescue of three American
POWs held in captivity near the Cambodian border.

LTC Behnke further describes the courage and bravery of SSG Bennett during the Battle of Binh
Gia on 25 December which resulted in his being captured by the Viet Cong. He also provided a

statement about the battle to the Board of Officers Missing in Action Inquiry following the
battle.

The witness statement of COL Douglas E. Moore states that he twice heard SSG Bennett on the
radio refuse offers by himself and another helicopter pilot to attempt a very risky rescue. Three
helicopters were shot down on 29 December at Binh Gia, and one of them was totally destroyed
by the deadly Viet Cong ground fire. SSG Bennett’s selfless disregard for his own safety
probably saved the two helicopters and their crewmen from being shot down and killed on 29
December. On 30 December, one U. S. Army helicopter was shot down with four Americans
killed while in continued support of ARVN Rangers engaged at Binh Gia.

PFC Charles E. Crafts’ eyewitness statement provides a comprehensive history of CAPT Cook,
SSG Bennett, and himself while in captivity. It specifies SSG Bennett’s specific acts of
conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at great risk to his life during the battle of Binh Gia on 29
December 1965, and his bravery and courage in captivity until his execution by his VC captors
on or about 25 June 1965. Please note the details of SSG Bennett’s three escape attempts and the
torture and reduced rations he received as result. It should be noted that PFC Crafts, at great risk
to his release from captivity, smuggled out notes from CAPT Cook requesting that SSG Bennett
receive the Bronze Star Medal with V device for Binh Gia on 29 December 1964; the Silver Star
for the escape attempt of 20 March 1965, and a Purple Heart for his severe wound to one of his
fingers while trying to keep a VC guard from yelling for help; and a Purple Heart with OLC for
his execution on or after 28 May 1965 — the last day CAPT Cook and PFC Crafts saw SSG
Bennett alive being kicked and beaten on the forced march to Camp Carefree.

U. S. Civilian Donald Dawson gives a glimpse of SSG Bennett receiving the wrath of his captors
after the failed escape attempt of 20 March 1965.

The statement of ARVN LT Nguyen Binh Hoa states that “Sergeant BENNET (sic) refused to
sign a statement for the VC, or cooperate with them in any way during his interrogation.” Also

in another statement, “ ... HOA learned from conversation with one of the VC guards that SGT
BENNETT was being very “stubborn.”

The Oral History interview with former VC Security Camp T1 Commander Mr. Nguyen Van
Nha provides some interesting details about an attempted escape that may pertain to CAPT Cook
and SSG Bennett. Mr. Nha was 72 years old and in poor health at the time of his interview in
2002. He did not state the date of the escape attempt, and his narrative seemed to morph both
CAPT Cook and SSG Bennett into one person named “The Captain.”

Similarly, he stated that “the Captain” was executed on the spot by Mr. Phi Hung with his K54
pistol when “the Captain” tried to make an escape while being escorted to COSVN headquarters
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on a date not stated by Mr. Nha. This event would correlate perfectly with SSG Bennett, if in
fact Mr. Nha was referring to the last day that CAPT Cook and PFC Crafts saw SSG Bennett
alive on 28 May 1965.

There are two interesting fragments from archival document redacted by JPAC that were most

likely from SFC Isaac Camacho’s debriefing regarding comments made by CAPT Cook about

his escape attempt with SSG Bennett, and Camacho’s estimate “that SSG Bennett dropped out
somewhere between the north side of Saigon and their present location” on the Cook trio’s trek
to Camp Carefree in Tay Ninh province.

Next are statements of support recommending posthumous award of the Medal of Honor to SSG
Bennett by: MG Edison E. Scholes, USA (Ret.); CSM Michael N. Martin, USA (Ret.); COL
Donald L. Price, USMC (Ret.); Duane E. Frederic; and MG Eugene L. Stillions, Jr., USA (Ret.)
All of their statements are unanimous in their opinions that SSG Bennett has met the stringent
requirements for “incontestable proof of extraordinary merit” to justify our nation’s highest
award for valor.
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PART A

DA FORM 638 AND SUPPORTING
DOCUMENTATION FOR THE
MEDAL OF HONOR

DA FORM 638 SIGNED BY LTC BEHNKE (TAB 7)

LTC BEHNKE’S STATEMENT SUPPORTING AWARD OF THE
MEDAL OF HONOR TO SSG BENNETT (TAB 8)

PROPOSED MEDAL OF HONOR CITATION (POSTHUMOUS)
TO BE AWARDED TO SSG HAROLD GEORGE BENNETT (TAB 9)

ADVISORY TEAM 95 MISSING IN ACTION BOARD OF INQUIRY
15 JANUARY 1965 (TAB 10)

JOINT TASK FORCE - FULL ACCOUNTING CASE NARRATIVE
PASSED TO THE SOCIALIST REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM GOVERNMENT
DURING THE 30-31 JULY 1992 TECHNICAL MEETING (TAB11)

Very Important Note: Joint POW/MIA Accounting Command Records
reflect that SSG Bennett’s execution date was 25 June 1965. The
National Liberation Front’s news release stated that SSG Bennett was
executed at 1400 hours on 24 June 1965. He could have been executed
anytime between 28 May and 24 June 1965.

SSG BENNETT’S SERVICE RECORDS AND OTHER DOCUMENTS
FROM HIS 201 FILE (TAB 12)

MACVJ3 DAILY JOURNAL FOR 25 DECEMBER 1964 (TAB 13)
The J3 Journal entries for 25 December 1964 are items # 7 and 8 on page 2;
#12, 13, and 15 on page 3; and # 17 and 18 on page 4.

Also included is a one Eége extract of the “Christmas Day POW Raid” operation from the
unit history of the 120" Aviation Company for 1964.



MACVJ3 DAILY JOURNAL FOR 29-30 DECEMBER 1964 (TAB 14)
The J3 Journal entries for 29 December 1964 are items #25, on page 8;

#28, on page 9, and #31 on pages 10-11. Entries for 30 December 1964

are comment #2 of item #1 on page 2; #12 and #14 on page 5; #18 on page 6;

# 19 on page 7; #22 on page 8.

VERY IMPORTANT

WITNESS STATEMENT OF COL DOUGLAS E. MOORE,
USA (Ret.) RECOMMENDING AWARD OF THE MEDAL OF
HONOR TO SSG HAROLD GEORGE BENNETT (TAB 15)

VERY IMPORTANT

EYEWITNESS STATEMENT OF CHARLES E. CRAFTS

PERTAINING TO THE CONSPICUOUS GALLANTRY AND

INTREPIDITY OF SSG HAROLD GEORGE BENNETT AT THE

BATTLE OF BINH GIA AND DURING HIS CAPTIVITY BY

THE VIET CONG UNTIL HIS EXECUTION BY HIS CAPTORS (TAB 16)

EXTRACTS OF CHARLES E. CRAFTS’ DEBRIEFING VERIFYING
STATEMENTS HE MADE IN HIS EYEWITNESS STATEMENT. (TAB 17)

Duane E. Frederic’s Information NOTE: In the following archival documents,
capitalization and bold lettering are as they appeared in the original decuments.

CIVILIAN DONALD DAWSON’S COMMENTS ON SSG BENNETT: (TAB 18)
Donald Dawson’s brother U. S. Army 1LT Daniel George Dawson, piloted a U. S. Army
1L-19 Light Observation Aircraft which crashed in the jungle. Donald went looking for his
brother with a female Vietnamese interpreter named Colette Simone Emberger, a French
citizen of German-Vietnamese descent. They were captured on 1 April 1965 and spent
some time in the same POW camp holding Bennett, Crafts, and Cook. They were both
released from captivity on 24 August 1965. Donald Dawson died from cancer in 2004. The
remains of his brother Daniel George Dawson were never recovered.

Donald Dawson made these statements to Army debriefers on 22 September 1965 following
his return from captivity:
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¢  “DAWSON was not able to talk to any of three American detainees, due to the camp
policy that all detainees and prisoners must remain silent at all times. HE knew the
American detainees only as the Captain [Donald Cook, USMC], the Lieutenant
[PVT Charles Crafts] and the Sergeant [Harold George Bennett...]” Dawson then
gave physical descriptions of each man and The Sergeant’s Distinguishing
Characteristic was “Appeared to pray often — religious type.”

e “The Captain and The Sergeant were shackled together in the opposite end of the
cage from where DAWSON was located. DAWSON thought they were shackled
because they had tried to escape the camp sometime prior to DAWSON?’S arrival.
They were not permitted to leave the cage at anytime, except to relieve themselves.
The Sergeant was often abused by the guards, and definitely received harsher
treatment than any other detainee or prisoner at the camp. One of the punishments
he suffered was not being allowed to go to the toilet for several days at a time, HE
was always kept blindfolded. DAWSON did not know why he was so especially
mistreated by the camp staff. On one of the few occasions when the detainees could
secretly whisper, The Sergeant asked DAWSON to make arrangements for The
Sergeant’s mother to receive $100 a month. Just prior to the departure of the
American detainees, DAWSON gave the Sergeant a crucifix HE had been carrying.
The Sergeant cried when DAWSON made this presentation...”

e “DAWSON believed the American detainees to be only in fair health, although no
combat wounds were observed. The morale of the Captain and The Lieutenant
[PVT Crafts] seemed good, however, The Sergeant was always very depressed.”

Duane E. Frederic’s NOTE: This is another example of a fragment of a more complete
document not released in its entirety.

STATEMENTS FROM ARVN LT NGUYEN BINH HOA PERTAINING TO SSG
BENNETT’S CAPTIVITY EXPERIENCE THAT REFLECT HIS UPHOLDING THE
CODE OF CONDUCT (TAB 19)

LT HOA was captured with Bennett and Crafts at Binh Gia on 29 December 1964. He was
later released by the VC. On 14 December 1966 LT HOA was interviewed by the 135" MI
Gp. He made the following statement contained in report 6 075 1567 67 dated 17 January
1967:

“Sergeant BENNET [sic] refused to sign a statement for the VC, or cooperate with them in
any way during his interrogation. He was not beaten, but rather was tied hand and foot for
24 hours. During that time, BENNET [sic] did not receive any food. HOA heard BENNET
[sic] tell his interrogators that he would not cooperate with the VC because he was a
Catholic, anti-communist, and because of the policy of the American Government and the
US Army prohibited his cooperation with them...”
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Duane E. Frederic’s ANALYSIS: LT Hoa’s statement of 17 January 1967 pertains to his
knowledge of the first three days of SSG Bennett’s captivity only. LT Hoa’s statement that
“The VC did not beat BENNET [sic] or any other prisoner, Vietnamese or American at the

main camp” may have been true for those three days, but beatings and other tortures
would follow after the arrival of CAPT Cook.

This document references an ARVN Sergeant Nong na VI, released with LT HOA on 1
May 1965. I read VI’s debriefing report, and concluded that he did not have any contact
with CAPT Cook (because he was in another place recovering from his wounds.) Sergeant
VI thought PVT Crafts (who wore glasses) was “The Captain,” (who did not.) Also it is my
opinion that VI’s story is based upon what LT HOA told him about SSG Bennett and “The
Captain.” It contained many discrepancies from LT HOA’s statement, reinforcing my
opinion that SGT VI’s statement was worthless, even though the intelligence agents did not
comment about the striking differences in the statements of these two men.

LT HOA was interviewed by the 135" MI Gp on 26 April 1967 and made the following
statement contained in report 6 026 3248 67 dated 10 May 1967:

“On 2 January 1965, HOA heard from one of the VC guards at the PW camp, that
BENNETT and the PFC [Charles Crafts] were taken to a “special” PW camp for more
important prisoners. During the next week, HOA learned from conversations with one of
the VC guards that SGT BENNETT was being very “stubborn.” HOA heard no more of

BENNETT until after his release in May 1965, when he heard that BENNETT had been
executed by the VC.”

VERY IMPORTANT

ORAL HISTORY INTERVIEW OF FORMER VC SECURITY CAMP T1 ‘
COMMANDER MR. NGUYEN VAN NHA, AKA CHIN THIEN CONDUCTED 4 JUNE -
2 JULY 2002 BY JOINT AMERICAN - VIETNAMESE FIELD ACTIVITY. THIS IS
DOCUMENT CDR, JTF-FA HONOLULU HI//170732Z JAN 03 (TAB 20)

“((2)) ESCAPE ATTEMPT. ONE DAY (NFI), [INOT FURTHER IDENTIFIED]
WHILE MR. OANH [VC GUARD] WAS GUARDING THE TWO AMERICANS AS
THEY RELIEVED THEMSELVES OUTSIDE THE PRISON GATE. THEY
ATTEMPTED TO ESCAPE. ALTHOUGHT IT WAS PRISON POLICY TO NEVER
ALLOW ONE GUARD TO ESCORT MORE THAN ONE PRISONER, MR. OANH
MADE AN EXCEPTION BECAUSE THE PRISONERS APEARED TO BE IN PAIN.
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ONCE OUTSIDE THE CAMP, THE PRISONERS THREW THEMSELVES TO THE
GROUND FEIGNING STOMACH PAINS. WHEN MR. OANH CAME TO ASSIST
THEM THE CAPTAIN GRABBED MR. OANH’S AK-47 AND ATTEMPTED TO
SHOOT MR. OANH BUT THE WEAPON DID NOT FIRE. AT THAT POINT, MR.
OANH BIT THE AMERICAN CAPTAIN ON THE HAND. THE AMERICAN CAPTAIN
USED HIS BODY TO SLAM INTO MR. OANH SENDING HIM STUMBLING TO THE
FLOOR. BOTH AMERICANS FLED WITH THE AK-47. GUARDS WERE SENT OUT
TO RECAPTURE THE AMERICANS. THE AMERICANS HID THEMSELVES IN
SOME BUSHES AND FIRED AT THE GUARDS, BUT DID NOT HIT ANY OF THEM.

AFTER RUNNING OUT OF AMMUNITION, THE AMERICANS SURRENDERED TO
THE PRISON GUARDS.”

Duane E. Frederic’s ANALYSIS: This information does not give a specific date, otherwise
it may be describing the escape attempt of CAPT Cook and SSG Bennett on 20 March
1965. Per PFC Crafts, only SSG Bennett had a finger bitten to the bone. Also, CAPT Cook
and SSG Bennett seem to have been “morphed” into one person “The Captain.” Most
likely, Mr. Nha was referring to CAPT Cook aiding SSG Bennett in his struggle with the
VC guard he was attempting to prevent yelling for help. After the guard bit one of SSG

Bennett’s fingers to the bone, the gnard was able to yell for help to capture CAPT Cook
and SSG Bennett.

“((3)) DEATH OF AN AMERICAN PRISONER.
APPROXIMATELY THREE MONTHS AFTER THESE AMERICANS WERE
BROUGHT TO T1, AN ESCORT SQUAD ARRIVED AT THE T1 CAMP TO TAKE
THEM TO COSVN [CENTRAL OFFICE FOR SOUTH VIET NAM.] COSVN ORERED
THIS TRANSFER BECAUSE THEY INTENDED TO SUBSEQUENTLY MOVE THE
AMERICANS TO HANOI. SINCE THE T1 CAMP HAD NO RADIO OR TELEPHONE
COMMUNICATIONS, THESE ORDERS WERE TRANSMITTED BY 1LT PHI HUNG
(PHI HUNGF), [PHONETIC PRONUNCIATION]}, AN ENGLISH-SPEAKING
INTERROGATOR ASSIGNED TO ERSV [EASTERN REGION SOUTH VIETNAM]
WHO ACCOMPANIED A SQUAD OF MILITARY ESCORTS THAT WERE TO TAKE
THE AMERICANS TO COSVN. THE ESCORTS MADE THE AMERICAN
PRISONERS WEAR BLACK PAJAMAS WHILE IN TRANSIT IN ORDER TO AVOID
ENEMY DETECTION DURING MOVEMENT. SEVERAL DAYS AFTER DEPARTING
THE T1 CAMP WITH THE PRISONERS, MR. PHI HUNG RETURNED AND TOLD
MR. NHA WHAT HAD OCCURRED ON THE WAY TO COSVN. ACCORDING TO
MR. PHI HUNG, AFTER ESCORTING THE AMERICANS AWAY FROM THE T1
PRISON CAMP FOR TWO DAYS THE AMERICAN CAPTAIN REFUSED TO WALK
ANY FARTHER. AT THAT POINT, THE CAPTAIN MADE AN ATTEMPT TO
ESCAPE FROM THE ESCORT TROOPS AND MR. PHI HUNG SHOT AND KILLED
HIM ON THE SPOT WITH HIS K54 PISTOL. THE SENIOR NCO CONTINUED WITH
THE ESCORTS TO COSVN WITHOUT RESISTANCE. MR. NHA OPINED THAT
BECAUSE THE AMERICANS WERE LACKING SUFFICIENT FOOD AND WATER
THEY PROBABLY STRUGGLED TO KEEP UP WITH THEIR ESCORTS. SO, AFTER



TWO DAYS OF THIS THE CAPTAIN COULD GO NO FARTHER. MR. NHA DID
NOT KNOW THE NAMES OF ANY OTHER MEMBERS OF THE ESCORT SQUAD.”

“((4)) BURIAL LOCATION. THIS INCIDENT TOOK PLACE ALONG THE
UPPER SAIGON RIVER (MES SOONG SAIF GONF THWONGJ) [PHONETIC
PRONUNCIATION]. MR. PHI HUNG AND THE OTHERS BURIED THE AMERICAN
NEAR THE COMMO-LIAISON ROUTE ALONG THE BANK OF THE SAIGON
RIVER. THE ONLY COMMO-LIAISON STATION ALONG THAT ROUTE THAT
MR. NHA COULD REMEMBER WAS CALLED STATION 27 AND IT BELONGED TO
THE ERSV. STATION 27 WAS APPROXIMATELY A ONE-DAY WALK FROM THE
T1 PRISON CAMP, SO IT WAS APPROXIMATELY HALFWAY BETWEEN THE T1
CAMP AND THE AMERICAN CAPTAIN’S BURIAL SITE. MR. NHA OPINED THAT
EVEN IF MR. PHI HUNG WAS LOCATED AND TAKEN BACK TO THE VICINITY
OF THE BURIAL, IT WOULD BE VERY DIFFICULT TO FIND THE EXACT BURIAL
SITE DUE TO THE CHANGES IN THE TERRAIN AND VEGETATION.”

Duane E. Frederic’s ANALYSIS: From these descriptions in sub paragraphs ((3)) and ((4))
above, “THE CAPTAIN” correlates perfectly to SSG Bennett, because CAPT Donald Cook
and PFC Crafts made it successfully to Camp Carefree on 1 June 1965. However, the
Joint Task Force — Full Accounting analysts attributed the death of the American Prisoner
to CAPT Cook, which in my opinion may be a factual mistake. In 1973, the Provisional
Revolutionary Government’s “DIED IN CAPTIVITY?” list stated that CAPT Cook died of
malaria on 8 December 1967, and SSG Bennett died on an unspecified date in June, 1965.

Also the location stated by Mr. Nha at which SSG Bennett was buried seems to correlate
with a redacted statement dated 10 August 1965, which Duane E. Frederic attributes to
SFC Issac Camacho’s estimate “... that Bennett had dropped out somewhere between the
north side of Saigon and their present location [Camp Carefree, AKA Camp Paradise to
Camacho’s group.]” (TAB 21)

ACCOUNT OF A VIETNAMESE CIVILIAN WHO WAS CONFINED IN THE SAME
CAMP AS BENNETT, COOK AND CRAFTS, AND WAS LATER RELEASED BY THE
VIET CONG (TAB 22)

Duane E. Frederic’s NOTE: THIS INTELLIGENCE WAS RATED “F” FOR SOURCE
[RELIABILITY UNKNOWN], AND “6” FOR INFORMATION [TRUTH CANNOT BE
JUDGED] - THE LOWEST RANKINGS IN BOTH CATEGORIES. THE
INTERROGATOR’S REPORT NOTED: “It is my opinion that this individual’s story is
too pat. It should be looked into very carefully. After two years of captivity, source was in
good health and has not lost any weight.” Below the interrogator’s note is this hand
written comment, presumably from an analyst from MACYV’S Joint Personnel Recovery
Center group that was reviewing intelligence reports seeking leads to locate American
POWs still in captivity: “That’s because his information is true.”

It is the opinion of Duane E. Frederic that this Vietnamese civilian probably heard stories
from VC guards, and knew enough about the three American POWs to paint a believable
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account of the escape attempt, even though he probably was not a direct eyewitness to the
escape attempt. From comments of Charles Crafts, CAPT Cook loved to sing while in
captivity. Therefore, I concluded that references to “The Captain” in this account
correctly pertain to CAPT Cook.

REDACTED DOCUMENT THOUGHT TO BE FROM SFC ISAAC CAMACHO’S
DEBRIEFING STATEMENT OF 19 AUGUST 1965 PERTAINING TO CAPT
COOK'’S DISCUSSION OF HIS ESCAPE ATTEMPT WITH SSG BENNETT (TAB 23)

STATEMENT OF SUPPORT BY MG EDISON E. SCHOLES, USA
(Ret.) RECOMMENDING AWARD OF THE MEDAL OF HONOR
TO SSG HAROLD GEORGE BENNETT (TAB 24)

STATEMENT OF SUPPORT BY CSM MICHAEL N. MARTIN,
USA (Ret.) RECOMMENDING AWARD OF THE MEDAL OF HONOR
TO SSG HAROLD GEORGE BENNETT (TAB 25)

STATEMENT OF COL DONALD L. PRICE, USMC (Ret.)
RECOMMENDING AWARD OF THE MEDAL OF HONOR TO
SSG HAROLD GEORGE BENNETT (TAB 26)

STATEMENT OF DUANE E. FREDERIC, A VIETNAM VETERAN
AND POW/MIA RESEARCHER, RECOMMENDING AWARD OF
THE MEDAL OF HONOR TO SSG HAROLD GEORGE BENNETT (TAB 27)

STATEMENT OF MG EUGENE L. STILLIONS, JR., USA (Ret.)
RECOMMENDING AWARD OF THE MEDAL OF HONOR TO
SSG HAROLD GEORGE BENNETT (TAB 28)

CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS
TO THE SECRETARY OF THE ARMY:

Despite the paucity of useful information relating to SSG Bennett’s captivity experience
provided by JPAC, this staff study has presented our best case to justify posthumous
award of the Medal of Honor to him. We sincerely feel that the archival documents and
eyewitness statements attesting to SSG Bennett’s conspicuous bravery and courage on the
battlefield and while in captivity until his execution have met the very stringent
requirement that “incontestable proof of the performance of the service will be exacted and
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each recommendation for award of this decoration will be considered on the standard of
extraordinary merit.”

SSG Bennett’s remains are buried in an unmarked jungle grave known only to God in
communist Vietnam. The Joint POW/MIA Accounting Command has classified his case
(REFNO 0049) as “Remains Not Recoverable.” The goal of the “The Friends of SSG
Bennett” is to see that this brave American soldier is given recognition for his conspicuous
gallantry on the battlefield, and his intrepidity as a prisoner of war. He was exceptionally
loyal to CAPT Cook, and upheld the Code of Conduct to the utmost. SSG Bennett’s
courage to attempt a last escape, knowing that his death from malnutrition was imminent,
marks this man among the bravest of those brave American prisoners of war who were
posthumous recipients of the Medal of Honor who died in captivity in Southeast Asia.

In addition to this valor award recommendation, we recommend that a Purple Heart
Medal with OLC be awarded posthumously to SSG Bennett for the wound suffered during
his escape attempt of 20 March 1965. This second Purple Heart was recommended by
CAPT Cook in the notes that PFC Crafts smuggled out in his glasses case when he was
released from captivity. The only medal presented to SSG Bennett’s mother was a Purple
Heart, presumably for his execution by the Viet Cong.

Respectfully submitted on behalf of the
“Friends of SSG Harold George Bennett”

s 3 Sdhce

Duane E. Frederic
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DUANE E. FREDERIC
8908 E. Pilgrim Dr.
Chagrin Falls, OH 44023-5845
(440) 543-9176
e-mail: defrederic@alltel.net

November 6, 2003

LTG John LeMoyne

Deputy Chief of Staff, G-1
HQ, Department of the ARMY
ATTN: DAPE-ZA

The Pentagon

Washington, DC 20310

Dear General LeMoyne,

I was involved in doing the archival research for the successful Medal of Honor
submission for U. S. Army CPT Humbert R. Versace, awarded (posthumously) by
President Bush on July 8, 2002. ‘

The reason that I am writing you, is that [ am part of an ad hoc group of U. S. Army and
one Marine (all of us are Vietnam veterans) calling ourselves “Friends of SSG Harold
George Bennett,” (RA 18542931; SSAN 307-28-8129.)

We anticipate being able to submit a fully justified recommendation for posthumous
award of the Medal of Honor for SSG Harold George Bennett early in 2004. He was
captured by the Viet Cong at the battle of Binh Gia in Phuoc Tuy province, RVN while
serving as an advisor to the ARVN 33™ Ranger Battalion, on 29 December 1964. He was
executed by them o/a June 25, 1965 for being a hard-core POW resister, and for repeated
attempted escapes. Additionally, SSG Bennett is being nominated for the Ranger Hall of
Fame at Ft. Benning, GA.

We are in the process of compiling a comprehensive and exceptionally well documented
collection of “conspicuous acts of valor” required for award of the MOH to SSG Bennett.

We need direction on how to submit the recommendation; e.g. (if DA Forms are
needed, please supply them,) and whether it should be directed to an Army
command and in what format. We will probably get Congressional sponsorship
from the Arkansas Senators and/or a Congressman for SSG Bennett’s NOK (Dick
Bennett, youngest brother) who lives in the vicinity of Bigelow, AR 72016.



(When I prepared CPT Versace’s MOH archival documentation, I submitted it to Special
Operations Command at Ft. Bragg, NC which approved it and sent it through military
channels and on to Capitol Hill.)

We want to have the U. S. Army fully support SSG Bennett’s MOH recommendation,
and request guidance and if possible a POC for further discussion and assistance in

getting the documentation sent to the correct agency for processing our nation’s highest
award for valor.

Very truly yours,

Duane E. Frederic




DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
U.S. ARMY HUMAN RESOURCES COMMAND
200 STOVALL STREET
ALEXANDRIA VA 22332-0400

December 4, 2003

Military Awards Branch

Mr. Duane E. Frederic
8908 E. Pilgrim Drive
Chagrin Falis, OH 44023-5845

Dear Mr. Frederic:

This is in response to your letter of November 6, 2003, to Lieutenant General John
LeMoyne, Deputy Chief of Staff, G-1, concerning a recommendation to award the Medal
of Honor to the late Mr. Harold G. Bennett for his actions while being held as a Prisoner
of War during the Vietnam conflict. Your letter was forwarded to this office, the
proponent for the Army's Awards and Decorations Program, for reply.

The Medal of Honor is awarded by the President in the name of Congress to
soldiers who distinguish themselves, conspicuously by gallantry and intrepidity at the
risk of his or her life, above and beyond the call of duty, while engaged in an action
against an enemy of the United States. The deed performed must have been one of
personal bravery or self-sacrifice so conspicuous as to clearly distinguish the individual
above his comrades. Incontestable proof of the performance of the service will be
exacted and each recommendation for the award of this decoration will be considered
on the standard of extraordinary merit.

To be considered for an award of the Medal of Honor, our Nation’s highest award
for valor, requires substantive evidence, including an official unit report of the action,
maps or diagrams of the location of the action, and eyewitness affidavits.

In this regard, anyone with firsthand knowledge of the late Mr. Bennett's actions
may recommend him for this award under the provisions of Section 1130, Title 10,
United States Code, which allows for referral of award recommendations (including
requests for upgrade of previously approved awards) by a Member of Congress. The
enclosed worksheet identifies those documents essential to the recommendation being
fully and fairly considered. Completed documentation and award recommendations
must be referred by a Congressional Member and forwarded to: U.S. Army Human
Resources Command, ATTN: AHRC-PDO-PA, 200 Stovall Street, Alexandria, Virginia
22332-0471. At the bottom of the worksheet are various agencies available to assist
you with additional research. Please note that the burden and costs for researching and
assembling documentation to support award recommendations rest with the requester.
Once we receive the recommendation with required supporting documentation we
would be pleased to forward it to the Army Decorations Board for consideration.

Printed on @ Recycled Paper
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Historical records for Vietham era units and headquarters commands are archived
at the National Archives at College Park, ATTN: Textual Reference Branch, 8601 -
Adelphi Road, College Park, Maryland 20740-6001. This agency is an excellent source
of information conceming military units and their history.

Thank you for your interest in the Army’s Awards Program.

Sincerely,

s
Robelf L. White, Jr.

’ Lieutenant Colonel, U.S. Army
Chief, Military Awards Branch

\

Enclosures
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National Archives and Records Administration

8601 Adelphi Road
College Park, Maryland 20740-6001

October 31, 2005

Mr. Duane Frederic
8908 E. Pilgrim Drive
Chagrin Falls, OH 44023-5845

Mr. Duane Frederic:
This is in reply to your October 24, 2005, request concerning Harold George Bennett.

We searched the records of the Records of the United States Forces in Southeast Asia, 1950-1975
(Record Group 472), and but was unable to locate records of MACV Advisory Team 95 or the Senior
American Advisor for 11l Corps relating to the battle of Binh Gia. We located MACJ3 daily journals
of the Command and Control Division which contain details of the battle. Copies are enclosed.

We were unable to locate information on the battle in the 1964 MACV Command History. We
located a 5™ Special Forces Group memorandum briefing describing his captivity and outlining his
prospective debriefing process. A copy is enclosed. We were unable to locate his debriefing. We

suggest you contact the Joint Services Survival, Evasion, Resistance and Escape Agency, Fort
Belvoir, VA, 22060-5788.

In the records of the Records of the Central Intelligence Agency (Record Group 263), English
Transcripts of Monitored Foreign Broadcasts Relating to the Vietnam War, we located a Radio

Peking transcript for June 25, 1965, concerning the execution of Harold George Bennett. A copy is
enclosed.

We are forwarding your requests for photographs and maps to our Special Media Archives Services
Division (NWCS), Room 3320, The National Archives at College Park, 8601 Adelphi Road, College
Park, MD 20740-6001. They will respond to you directly.

Sincerely,

Ay Yy
ku""‘*{}*{}’\g v‘j\\\’f NS nd'\;)dfﬂ\

CLIFFORD L. SNYDER
Modern Military Records (NWCTM)
Textual Archives Services Division

Enclosure - Copies

NARA'’s web site is http://www.archives.gov
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JOINT POW/MIA ACCOUNTING COMMAND
310 WORCHESTER AVENUE
HICKAM AFB, HAWAIl 96853-5530

3 February 2006

The Honorable Blanche L. Lincoln
355 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Scnator Lincoln,

This letter ts in response to your fax of 6 January 2006 conceming the efforts of a group
of veterans to request that a medal of honor be awarded posthumously to ULS. Army SSG Harold
G. Bennett, RA 18542931. In that letter, you requested additional documents pertaining to SSG
Bennett's experiences as a POW from 1964 to 1968. [ requested that my staff search our records
repository for such documents, but they have reported that the FOIA response sent to you by this
office in October 2004 included all information pertaining to SSG Bennett that i1s available from
the Joint POW/MIA Accounting Command.

I would like to refer vou and your constituents to the Defense Prisoner of War/Missing Personnel
Office for further assistance in locating and obtaming the documents you require. Please write to
them at the following address:

Defense POW /Missing Personnel Office
Records Section

241 18" Street
Arhngton, VA 22202

If I or my staff may be of further assistance in your endcavor to honor this scrvice member,

please do not hesitate to contact me at (808) 448-1720.
Smcexel\ K)
e~

Johnie E. Webb, Ir.
Senior Advisor

CC: DPMO
Enclosure: Fax from Sen. Lincoln’s Office. 6 Jan 2006
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July 14, 2005

Mark F. Swentkofske

Director of Intelligence

Joint POW/MIA Accounting Command
Hickham AFB, Hawaii 96853-5530

RE: 124/1771/Ser:241 (22 Oct 04)

This 1s a follow-up letter, to a letter dated 8 October 2004, regarding the late U.S. Army
SSG Harold George Bennett, RA 18 542 931 (REFNO 0049), a fellow Arkansan and a veteran of
the Vietnam War. I am writing on behalf of a group of veterans known as “Friends of SSG
Bennett” with a request to obtain archival documents pertaining to SSG Bennett’s captivity
experience from 1964-1968. Specifically, we are requesting the following:

o Information regarding SSG Bennett’s attempted escape with CAPT Donald Cook,
particularly debriefings of any defected Viet Cong guards and/or cadremen from the
jungle POW camp where SSG Bennett and CAPT Cook were held captive.

. Any debriefings from Claudette Emberger, a Vietnamese civihian detainee, as well as
American civilian Donald Dawson; both of whom were captured by the Viet Cong and
held briefly at the same camp with SSG Bennett. If you do not have a debriefing from
Miss Emberger, please specify.

. Any commentary pertaining to SSG Bennett in the publication issued by the Joint
Personnel Recovery Center, dated 1 October 1968, entitled “Organization and Methods
of Operation of Prisoner of War Camps in VC Military Zone IIT (IV Corps).” It contains
assessments of American POWS by former Viet Cong cadremen who came in contact
with the early POWs and later defected to the Government of South Vietnam.

. Any other classified agent reports, radio intercepts of National Liberation Front of South
Vietnam (NLF) Liberation Radio and/or Radio Hanoi broadcasts pertaining to the Viet
Cong announcement that they had executed SSG Bennett on or about 26 June 1965.

While I appreciate your efforts in the past to accommodate our requests, some of the
archival material submitted by your office is unsuitable for a Medal of Honor submission as
much of it has been heavily redacted and consists only of fragments of the original documents.

SSG Bennett answered his nation’s call to service and placed duty and honor above all
else, and the information we are requesting is necessary before he can be considered for a high
level valor award. For the people of Arkansas and especially for the Bennett tamily, [ hope you
will assist our efforts to ensure SSG Bennett receives the recognition that he has rightfully
earned.
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I appreciate your cooperation in this matter and urge you to contact my assistant, Tony
McClain, at 202.224 4843, with any questions you may have.

(&

Sincerely,

B3 8 &

Blanche L. Lincoln
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JOINT POW/MIA ACCOUNTING COMMAND
310 WORCHESTER AVENUE
HICKAM AFB, HAWAII 96853-5530

J24
1771
Ser: 241
22 Oct 04

Senator Blanche Lr. Lincoln
912 West fourth Street
Little Rock, AR 72201

Dear Senator Blanche L. Lincoln,
Please find enclosed a second set of documents provided in response to your
Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request of 6 May 2004. We apologize for the delay

in fulfilling your request, but we did not receive notice that your office had mislaid the
first package until 8 October.

Enclosures (1) through (65), responsive to your request, are released to you. A
minimal amount of information has been redacted. Information redacted is exempt from
disclosure under Title 5, United States Code 552(b)(6), which applies to information
release of which could reasonably be expected to constitute an unwarranted invasion of
the personal privacy of the families of unaccounted for personnel or U.S. personnel.
There are no review or duplication fees.

I am the official responsible for the partial denial of your request.

Because your request has been partially denied, you are advised that you have the
right to file an appeal. Such an appeal should be sent to the Assistant Secretary of
Defense Public Affairs (DFOISRQO), Washington, DC 20301-1400, within 60 days from
the date of this letter. Please attach a copy of this letter with your appeal. We
recommend your letter of appeal and the envelope both bear the notation "Freedom of
Information Act Appeal.”

Singer

Mark F. Swentkofske
Director, Intelligence
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Encl:
(1) CASE 0049 MAP CJTFFA DET ONE BANGKOK TH 221026Z NOV 93
(2) CDR JTF-FA HONOLULU HI 030722Z JAN 03
(3) CDR JTF-FA HONOLULU Hi 170732Z JAN 03
(4) CDR JTF-FA HONOLULU HI 280822Z AUG 02
(5) - CDRJTF-FA-HONOLULU HI 031212Z MAY 02 -
(6) . CDR JTF-FA HONOLULU HI 290852Z JAN 02
(7) REPORT INVESTIGATION CASE 0049
(8) CDR JTF-FA HONOLULU HI 300737Z JAN 01
(9) CDR JTF-FA HONOLULU HI 131852Z JUL 99
(10) CDR JTF-FA HONOLULU Hi 050742Z MAY 98
(11) PHOTO OF 49™ JFA
(12) CDR JTF-FA HONOLULU HI110912Z JUL 97
(13) CDR JTF-FA HONOLULU HI 071942Z MAY 97
(14) CDR JTF-FA HONOLULU HI 120802Z OCT 94
(15) MEMO FOR MR. VU CHI CONG 01 SEP 94
(16) CDR JTF-FA HONOLULU HI 241152Z JAN 94
(17) CDR JTF-FA HONOLULU HI 241102Z MAR 94
(18) MEMO FOR RECORD 14 DEC 93
(19) VIETNAMESE DOCUMENTS
(20) FAX MESSAGE 07 NOV 93
(21) FAX MESSAGE 31 OCT 93
(22) FAX MESSAGE 12 OCT 93
(23) SEEKING INFO ABOUT GRAVE SITE
(24) FAX MESSAGE 06 SEP 93
(25) CDR JTF-FA HONOLULU HI 230702Z SEP 93
(26) CDR JTF-FA HONOLULU HI 071842Z JUN 93
(27) CDR JTF-FA HONOLULU HI 210942Z MAY 93
(28) MEMO VIETNAM CASE ASSESMENTS 03 APR 93
(29) CDR JTF-FA HONOLULU HI 200012Z MAY 93 & 281036Z APR 93
(30) CDR JTF-FA HONOLULU HI 281913Z SEP 92
(31) NARRATIVE 30-31 JUL 92
(32) RESPONSE TO REQUEST 02 JUN 92
(33) CDR JTF-FA HONOLULU HI 220539Z JUN 92
(34) MEMO CDR JTF-FA 12 MAY 92
(35) CDR JCRC BARBERS PT 240620Z JAN 92
(36) REFUGEE RPT T89-206, 070953Z JUN 89
(37) FAX REPORT OF INVESTIGATION 13 SEP 88
(38) VIETNAMESE REPORT
(39) CDR JCRC BARBERS PT 0602227 JUL 88
(40) CDR JCRC BANGKOK 070953Z JUN 88

2
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(41) CDR JCRC BARBERS PT 212232Z OCT 87

(42) CDR JCRC BARBERS PT 132150Z MAY 87

(43) REFUGEE REPORT M83-064 02 JUL 83

(44) ARMY MASTER LIST 02 NOV 74

(45) SPECIAL REPORTING FACILITY 07 SEP 73

(46)- DEFENSE INFO-REPORT EVALUATION 03 MAR 72 -
(47) DEFENSE INFO REPORT EVALUATION 29 MAR 70
(48) DEFENSE INFO REPORT EVALUATION 05 JUN 68
(49) REPORT REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM 10MAY 67

(50) AGENT REPORT 04 MAR 67

(51) MILITARY INTELLIGENCE ASPECTS 27 MAR 67

(52) STATEMENT OF CHARLES E. CRAFTS 02 MAR 67
(53) DEFENSE INFO REPORT EVALUATION 04 FEB 67
(54) DD FORM 1396 44157 MILITARY INTELLIGENCE DETACHMENT
(55) DEFENSE INFO REPORT EVALUATION 17 JAN 67
(56) DEFENSE INFO REPORT EVALUATION 27 OCT66
(57) REPORT 6 075 8415 66 — 27 OCT 66

(58) DD 1300 REPORT OF CASUALTY 01 JUL 66

(59) AGENT REPORT 05 MAR 66

(60) SUMMARY OF INCIDENTS 31 DEC 65

(61) HEADQUARTERS, 704™ INTC DETACHMENT 11 DEC 65
(62) REPORT

(63) AGENT REPORT 19 AUGUST 65

(64) AGENT REPORT 25 AUG 65

(65) AGENT REPORT 10 AUG 65

(66) REPORT 25 JUN 65

(67) REPORT 16 APR 65
(68) REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS 19 JAN 65
(69) DATE OF INCIDENT 29 DEC 64
(70) PHOTOS TAKEN DURING CAPTIVITY

Copy to: (w/o encls)
DPMO
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JOINT POW/MIA ACCOUNTING COMMAND
- 310 WORCHESTER AVENUE
HICKAM AFB, HAWAII 96853-5530

J24

1771

Ser: 241
22 Oct 04

Senator Blanche L. Lincoln
912 West fourth Street
Little Rock, AR 72201

Dear Senator Blanche L. Lincoln,

Please find enclosed a second set of documents provided in response to your
Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request of 6 May 2004. We apologize for the delay
in fulfitling your request, but we did not receive notice that your office had mislaid the
first package until 8 October.

Enclosures (1) through (65), responsive to your request, are released to you. A
minimal amount of information has been redacted. Information redacted is exempt from
disclosure under Title 5, United States Code 552(b)(6), which applies to information
release of which could reasonably be expected to constitute an unwarranted invasion of
the personal privacy of the families of unaccounted for personnel or U.S. personnel.
There are no review or duplication fees.

| am the official responsible for the partial denial of your request.

Because your request has been partially denied, you are advised that you have the
right to file an appeal. Such an appeal should be sent to the Assistant Secretary of
Defense Public Affairs (DFOISRO), Washington, DC 20301-1400, within 60 days from
the date of this letter. Please attach a copy of this letter with your appeal. We
recommend your letter of appeal and the envelope both bear the notation "Freedom of
Information Act Appeal.”

Singer:

Mark F. Swentkofske
Director, Intelligence
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RECOMMENDATION FOR AWARD
For use of this form, see AR 600-8-22; the proponent agency is 0OCSPER

For valorfheroism/wartime and all awards higher than MSM, refer to special instructions in Chapter 3, AR 600-8-22.

.70
Chief, Military Awards Branch, US Army Human Resources
Command, Hoftman I, 200 Stovali St, Alexandria, VA 22332

2. FROM
LTC James E. Behnke, US Army (Ret)

3. DATE

1 March 2006

PART

|- SOLDIER DATA

4. NAME
Harold George Bennett

5. RANK 6. SSN

SSG

7. ORGANIZATION
Ranger Advisor, Military Assistance Advisory Group,
Detachment 95, 1I1 Corps Tactical Zone, Republic of Vietnam

8. PREVIDUS AWARDS

Purple Heart, POW Medal, GCM (Second Award), Combat

Infantryman Badge

9. BRANCH OF SERVICE 10. RECOMMENOED AWARD 11. PERIOD OF AWARD
a. FROM b. 70
US Army 29 Dec 1964 25 June 1965
12 REASONFORAWARD 13. POSTHUMOUS
12a. INDICATE ACH, SVC. PCS, ETS, OR RET 12b. INTERIM AWARD [ s [X[m |
IF YES, STATE AWARD GIVEN YES ND S
PART I - RECOMMENDER DATA
14. NAME o - 15. ADDRESS
James. E. Behnke 4964 Laguna
16. TITLE/POSITION [ 17. RANK Sierra Vista, AZ 85650
’ §enior Advisor, 33rd Vietnamese Ranger Bn { LTC \ A .
18. RELATIONSHIP TO AWARDEE 19. SIGNATUgE
Immediate Supervisor/Commander R\O\MM sz-/

PART I}l - JUSTIFICATION AND CITATION DATA (Use sgbcific )(u//et examples of meritorious acts or service)

20. ACHIEVEMENTS

ACHIEVEMENT #1

) :

ACHIEVEMENT #2

ACHIEVEMENT 43

ACHIEVEMENT #4

21. PROPQOSED CITATION

:+ DA FORM 638, NOV 94

PREVIOUS EOITIONS

REPLACES DA FORM 638-1.

0f DA FORM 638 ARE OBSDLETE

USAPPC v6.00
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NAME
Harold George Bennett

SSN

PART V- RECOMMENDATIONS/APPROVAL/DISAPPROVAL

|
i
S L

i COMMENTS

22. [ certify that this individual is eligible for an award in accordance with 22a. SIGNATURE 22b. DATE
AR 600-8:22; and that the information contained in Part 1 is correct.

23. INTERMEDIATE a. 10 b. FROM c. DATE
AUTHORITY

d. RECOMMEND: APPROVAL r_] OISAPPROVAL UPGRADE T0: OOWNGRADE T0:

e. NAME f. RANK

g. ITLE/POSITION h. SIGNATURE

i. COMMENTS

24. INTERMEDIATE a. T0 b. FROM c. DATE
AUTHORITY

d. RECOMMEND: [ 1 aprrovaL [ | oisapprovaL UPGRADETO: OOWNGRADE TO: o

e. NAME f. RANK

3. TITLE/POSITION h o h. SIGNATURE B

i. COMMENTS

25. INTERMEDIATE 3. 70 b. FROM c. DATE
AUTHORITY ’

d. RECOMMENG: APPROVAL | DISAPPRDVAL UPGRADE T0: DOWNGRAOE T0:

e. NAME ! f. RANK

g. TITLE/POSITION h. SIGNATURE

1. COMMENTS

26. APPROVAL a.T0 b. FROM c. DATE
AUTHDRITY

d. r l APPROVED DISAPPROVED RECOMMEND UPGRADE T0: DOWNGRACE T0:

e. NAME f. RANK

g. TITLE/POSITION h. SIGNATURE

PART V- ORDERS DATA

27a. ORDERS ISSUING HQ

27b. PERMANENT ORDER NO.

31. DISTRIBUTION

28a. NAME DF ORDERS APPROVAL AUTHORITY

28b. RANK

28c. TITLEPUSITION.

— e e+ e e
i 25. APPROVED AWARD

28d. SIGNATURE

i

1
S N
| 30.DATE
7
|

REVERSE, DA FORM 638, NOV 94

USAPPC V6.00
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NARRATIVE JUSTIFICATION FOR AWARD OF THE MEDAL OF HONOR

I recommend that the Medal of Honor be awarded to SSG Harold George Bennett, RA
18542931, for his conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity during the period 29 December
1964 until 25 June 1965. As my narrative and the supporting staff study will show, SSG
Bennett was a remarkable soldier; one of those hard-core Non-Commissioned Officers
(NCOs) the Army 1s blessed to have. His courage and bravery on the battlefield and,
while 1n captivity, resulted in him becoming the first American Prisoner of War (POW)
to be brutally murdered by his Viet Cong captors while held captive in Vietnam.

SSG Bennett was part of a three man team assigned by the Military Assistance
Command, Vietnam (MACV) to the 33" Vietnamese Ranger Battalion. [ served as the
Senior Advisor, SSG Bennett was our Light Weapons NCO, and newly assigned PFC
Charles Crafts served as our team radio operator. During those early days of the US
involvement in Vietnam, the advisory mission was to help train Vietnamese units and to
coordinate support from American sources. Although 1 only served with SSG Bennett for
a very short period of time, his actions while we worked together and during his period of
captivity clearly demonstrated his courage and bravery in combat against the Viet Cong.

Just before Christmas of 1964, Colonel Jasper J. Wilson, Senior Advisor to the
Vietnamese I1I Corps, contacted me to ask for my assistance in helping plan and execute
a rescue mission for three American POWs thought to be held in a jungle camp north of
Tay Ninh. As we began working together, I quickly recognized that this had become
Colonel Wilson’s sole purpose in life because he desperately wanted to free the POWs
and what a more appropriate time than on Christmas Day.

The plan we devised was to conduct a helicopter assault using the 33" Vietnamese
Ranger Battalion that I was advising because it was one of the best and most experienced
combat units in Vietnam. After completing a detailed terrain analysis, we found that we
faced significant obstacles that must be overcome. The most critical was that there was
only one tiny clearing in close proximity to the suspected POW camp site and it was
barely large enough to accompany a single helicopter at a time. The nearest landing zone
for a battalion sized force was located approximately 1000 meters away, so it quickly
became obvious that our options were severely limited. By landing in the larger clearing,
we knew the Viet Cong would have plenty of time to vacate their camp and disappear
into the heavy, triple canopied jungle that surrounded that area for miles in all directions.

Colonel Wilson and I then decided that our only course of action would be to send a
single helicopter, loaded with Vietnamese Rangers, into the tiny clearing near the POW
camp. By doing so, we hoped they could engage the enemy and pin them in place while
our larger force worked its way through the jungle from our secondary landing zone 1000
meters away.



We understood it would be incredibly dangerous to send a lone helicopter on this
mission, so we decided to ask permission from our higher headquarters to use tear and
choking gas agents to temporarily blind the enemy and disrupt their activities. With any
luck, we hoped our small team could possibly overwhelm a small enemy force and
protect the POWs until the remainder of the battalion could link up.

Because of the political sensitivity of using gas agents, we had to seek permission from
the Military Assistance Command, Vietnam. Additionally, we needed volunteers to go on
what many thought would be a “suicide mission.”” Although he had only been with me for
a short period of time, SSG Bennett had already proven that he was professional to the
core and courageous beyond description, so I was not surprised when he approached me
and volunteered to take seven Vietnamese Rangers on the lone helicopter.

Christmas Day of 1964 came and the operation proceeded exactly as planned. Air Force
and Army aircraft began dropping canisters of tear and choking agents as we approached
the landing areas. Just before the main body reached its landing zone, the helicopter
carrying SSG Bennett and his team peeled off from the formation and landed in the tiny
clearing adjacent to the POW camp. SSG Bennett and his team jumped from the aircraft
and began working their way into the camp, but found that it had been abandoned prior to
their arrival.

While the goal of liberating the American POWSs was not reached, that does not detract
from the heroism displayed by SSG Bennett that day. When faced with what could have
been a suicide mission, he unhesitatingly volunteered to risk his life to rescue the POWs
and followed our plan through to completion. After the mission was completed, he was
terribly disappointed that the Viet Cong had already moved the prisoners. Little did he
know that a short four days later, he would become a POW himself.

On December 29, 1964, our Ranger Battalion was directed to repel a Viet Cong force that
had overrun the predominantly Catholic village of Binh Gia. The plan was for SSG
Bennett and the radio operator, PFC Charles Crafts, to accompany two of our companies
on the initial lift and T would accompany the battalion commander and the remainder of
our battalion on the second lift into a landing zone a few hundred meters away.

As we were boarding the helicopters for the second lift, the Corps G-3 ran up and shouted
for me to be careful; warning that it might be an ambush. When we landed, there was an
initial period of quiet, but then all hell then broke loose when our 350 Rangers were hit
by a force that was later estimated to be somewhere in the range of 5000, Main Force
Viet Cong. What we did not know at the time was that we were facing the 9" Viet Cong
Division that had been formed earlier that summer and had been training for the past
several months in the jungles south of Binh Gia.
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We began receiving heavy mortar, machine gun, and small arms fire and then the much
larger enemy force split us into small elements. During the firefight, I became separated
from the battalion commander and found myself alone with three Vietnamese Rangers;
two of whom had been severely wounded with gunshot wounds to their arms.

It soon became evident that we were cut off and in danger of being overrun, so | began
trying to call someone on my radio. After several attempts, I was finally able to contact
an American helicopter gunship being piloted by a friend of mine, Captain Johnson. After
landing in a very confined area, he instructed all of us to climb aboard and barely
managed to clear the trees on take-off.

My intentions were to ask Captain Johnson to put me down where SSG Bennett and the
other half of the battalion were located because I planned to use them to go to the aid of
the battalion commander and the elements | had been with. As we were taking off from
the confined area, one of the escort helicopters began receiving heavy fire and then I saw
smoke trailing behind it. [ began beating on the back of Captain Johnson’s seat to alert
him that the escort aircraft was “going down”.

The escort aircraft managed to land upright, but slid into a large crater and caught fire.
We landed nearby and rushed to the aircraft and began pulling out the crew and moving
them away from the fire and exploding ammunition. During this period, another
helicopter landed nearby to assist. After all of the wounded and injured were loaded, the
pilots elected to head for Vung Tau where the nearest hospital was located.

Arriving at Vung Tau, | began looking for some way to get back to Binh Gia to join SSG
Bennett and the remainder of the battalion. A few minutes later, I ran into another friend
of mine, Major Harvey Stewart, who commanded one of the airlift companies that had
been involved in the operation. Major Stewart told me there was no way for anyone to get
to SSG Bennett because his two companies had been caught in an L-Shaped ambush and
were systematically destroyed. In fact, he told me another pilot had monitored SSG
Bennett’s last radio transmissions in which he described dead Rangers lying all around
him and he kept talking until the Viet Cong literally took the microphone out of his
hands.

As the eye witness statement from PFC Crafts will attest, SSG Bennett did everything he
could to help the Rangers fight their way out of the ambush. He kept firing at the enemy
himself, rallied the diminishing force he had remaining, and called in air strikes and
helicopter gun ships. After it became evident that they no longer remained an eftective
fighting force, he steadfastly refused two different helicopter pilots who offered to rescue
him. He believed a rescue attempt would be futile and would only result in the loss of
additional aircraft and their crews. SSG Bennett continued to fight to the end and was
finally captured when the remaining handful of Rangers laid down their weapons and
surrendered. As the enemy closed on him, his last words to the helicopter pilots circling
overhead was, “Well, they are here now. My little people have laid down their weapons
and they want me to turn off my radio. Thanks a lot for your help and God Bless you.”



s;!é

(]

ti‘f:ﬁ%’ﬁy

From all of the reports that I have managed to gather over the years, SSG Bennett
continued to resist the Viet Cong while in captivity and he tried to escape on at least three
different occasions. During the third escape attempt, he beat an enemy guard almost
senseless and nearly had a finger bitten off during the struggle.

While the details remain murky, he and his fellow captives were apparently told to
prepare for movement to a different POW camp on or about 15 May 1965. By that time,
SSG Bennett had become severely malnourished and was in extremely poor health
because of recurring malaria and dysentery; consequently, he had difficulty keeping up
with the main body. Some of the guards apparently held him back from the group and
later told the others that they had shot him because he was so recalcitrant. None of the
surviving POWSs heard any gunshots, so his death remains a mystery. The first public
information concerning SSG Bennett’s fate came from an intercepted North Vietnamese
radio broadcast stating that he had been killed in retaliation for the South Vietnamese
government’s execution of a captured Viet Cong terrorist.

SSG Bennett’s body lies in an unmarked grave somewhere in the jungles of Vietnam.
Even more disturbing is the fact that the only recognition received by his family upon the
notification of his death was a Purple Heart. His family deserves more than that, so [ have
joined a small group of former Army and Marine personnel who have dedicated many
months and countless man hours to correct this obvious oversight.

It should be noted that SSG Bennett was inducted into the Ranger Hall of Fame last year
and that speaks highly of him. Furthermore, I believe my narrative and the information
that is furnished in the accompanying eyewitness statements and attached staff study will
clearly establish that SSG Bennett was a remarkable soldier whose conspicuous gallantry
and intrepidity earned him award of the Medal of Honor. What a great tribute it would be
to him and his family as well as a shining example for all of the other Army NCOs who
will follow in his foot steps.

James E. Behnke
TC, US Army (Ret)
enior Advisor, 33" Vietnamese Ranger Battalion

3 Attachments:

1. Proposed Medal of Honor Citation

2. Enlisted Record Briefs

3. Staff Study recommending posthumous award of the Medal of Honor to SSG
Harold George Bennett
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PROPOSED CITATION FOR
SSG HAROLD GEORGE BENNETT

Staff Sergeant Harold George Bennett (then a Sergeant) distinguished himself by
conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his life above and beyond the call of
duty while serving as a Ranger Advisor, Military Assistance Advisory Group, Detachment
95, IIT Corps Tactical Zone, Republic of Vietnam during the period of 29 December 1964 to
25 June 1965. On 29 December 1964, SSG Bennett accompanied a company of Army of the
Republic of Vietnam’s 33 Ranger Battalion in a combat assault against an over-powering
Viet Cong force occupying the village of Binh Gia in Phuoc Tuy Province. The Rangers
were quickly engaged with enemy mortar, recoilless rifle, automatic weapons, and small
arms fire in a classic L-shaped ambush, which decimated most of the friendly force caught
in the enemy’s murderous cross fire. SSG Bennett fearlessly moved around on the
battlefield, rallied the few survivors who had escaped from the killing zone, and called in
supporting fire from American helicopters overhead against the enemy’s final assault.
Twice SSG Bennett refused offers by two of the helicopters pilots to attempt to extract him
from the battlefield. SSG Bennett’s willful disregard for his own safety prevented the two
helicopters from being shot down and their crewmen being killed by enemy ground fire.
Taken prisoner by the Viet Cong, SSG Bennett personified every tenet of the Code of
Conduct to the utmost. He prepared for two escape attempts with a fellow prisoner while
waiting for the right conditions for success as they were being evacuated from the
battlefield. SSG Bennett’s third escape attempt with another fellow prisoner resulted in
one of his fingers being bitten to the bone by the Viet Cong guard he was attempting to
overcome. He was blindfolded, beaten and kept in shackles while in solitary confinement
for prolonged periods, and received reduced rations. His indomitable faith in God,
Country, and loyalty to his fellow prisoners could not be broken by his captors. The Viet
Cong announced that they had executed SSG Bennett on or about 25 June 1965 in reprisal
for the execution of a communist terrorist by the Saigon government. SSG Bennett’s
intrepidity in close action against superior enemy forces which resulted in his capture, and
his conspicuous courage and bravery while in captivity are in the highest traditions of the
military service, and reflect great credit upon himself and the United States Army.
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JOINT TASK FORCE - FULL ACCOUNTING
BOX 64044
CAMP H. M. SMITH, HAWAII 96861-4044

J2

1771

Ser: 388
15 Sep 03

Dear Mr. Frederic;

This is in response to your 28 August 2003, Freedom of Information Act (FOIA)
request submitted to the U.S. Pacific Command for documents pertaining to the captivity
experience of U.S. Army SSG Harold G. Bennett.

Joint Task Force ~ Full Accounting (JTF-FA) has no documents responsive to your
request. However, during the 12 joint and unilateral investigations that have been
conducted concerning SSG Bennett, at least 10 interviews with former POW camp
officials or guards have been conducted. Analysis of those interviews has revealed that
SSG Bennett was held in the “Auschwitz” camp in Tay Ninh Province with several other
POWs. SSG Bennett and CPL Crafts were trapped when Viet Cong overran the ARVN
battalion they were advising and they were abandoned. In late December they were
marched northward. It took the group four months to complete the rendezvous, with
layovers at camps the POWs named “San Jose” and “SOB”. During captivity Bennett
was uncooperative and in February of 1965 he undertook a hunger strike as a method of
resistance. A tactic that infuriated the guards who were eating the same diet he refused.
This brought him three beatings. Bennett and another POW attempted to escape in
March 1965 but a guard alerted the camp before they could get to the perimeter. The
punishment that followed further weakened Bennett before he was separated from the
group in late May 65. Bennett was last seen on 28 May 65 when guards were kicking
and punching him along the trail to make him move faster. In June 65 the National
Liberation Front announced Bennett’'s execution in retaliation for the Ky government’s

execution of Tran Van Dong, a communist caught attempting to bomb an officer's billet
in Saigon.

As mentioned Case 0049 has investigated on five separate occasions since 1992,

most recently during the October/November 2002 timeframe. The search for answers to
Case 0049 is ongoing.

Sincerely,
RIC%ARD W. HITES
By direction
Copy to:
DPMO
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MACAG-BPA 1st Ind ’
SUBJECT : Report of Proceedings by Board of Officers E

HEADQUARTERS, UNITED STATES MILITARY ASSISTANCE COMMAND, VIEI‘NAM, APO
San Francisco, 96243, 19 January 1965

TO: The Adjutant General, ATTN: AGPB-C, Department of the Army,
Washington, D. C., 20315

Proceedings of Board of Officers pertaining to Sergeant E-5
_Harold G. Benneid, RA 18 542 931p and Private E-2 Charles E. Crafts,
“US 51 479 671, has been reviewed UP para 9, AR 600-67 and this head-
quarters concurs with recommendation of the board that status be -
changed from "missing" to "detained by a hostile force™.

FOR THE COMMANDER:

2 8 -

6 Incl C. B. HARVEY
ne CWO W-2, USA
: Asst Adj Gen
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HEADQUJARTERS III CORP3 ADVISORY GROUP
Mvisory Team 95 (MAOV)
APO San .Francisco, Oalifornia 96227

sy

REPORT" OF PROCEEDINGS BY BOARD OF OFFICERS

Appointed pursuant to Letter Orders 01-40, Headquarters, United
States Military Assistance Command, Vietnam, dated 4 Jamuary 1965,
subject: "Appointment of Board of Officers", a copy of which is
attached as Exhibit "A", as emended by Letter Orders 01-457,
Headquarters, United States Military Assistance Command, Vietnam,
dated 15 Jamuary 1965, a copy of which is attached as Exhibit "B".

Convened at Bien Hoa, Vietnam on 15 Jenuary 1965.

2 ¥ 3 bl

The board met pursuant to the foregoing order at Headquarters,

- 111 Corps Advisory Group, Bien Hoa, Vietnam, at 1550 hours,
15 Jamary 1965.

-
. Perasons present:

George M. Osborne Major 01926076 President
o ¥illiam S, Fiske Capt 078302 Member
- Leonard W, Wilson Capt 02097231 Recorder
o Persons absent:

None
g The orders appointing the board and the substance of the

regulations under which convened were read aloud by the president of
the board,

Summary of statement taken from Sergeant First Class Dam Van
Phung, Serial Number 332419, a member of 2d Oompany, 33d Ranger
Battalion, was read aloud by the president of the board and is attached
as Exhibit "c".

Summary of statement taken from Private Tran Van Hue, Serial
Rumber 181555, a member of 2d Company, 33d Ranger Battalion, was read
aloud by the president of the board and is attached as Exhibit "D",

i
‘r

Summery of statement taken from Captain James B, Behnke, 089029,
US Army, Battalion Advisor to the 33d Ranger Battalion, was read aloud
by the president of the board and is attached as Exhibit "E%,

v - e . . .
. |4 4 -
e et
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The following witness was cdlled and a summary of his testimony
is attached as Exhibit "F", .

Captain Jemes E, Behnke, 089029, US Army

FINDINGS: The board having carefully considered the evidence of
record £finds - that both Sergeant E5 Harold G, Bennett, RA18542931, Light
Weapons Infantry Advisor to the 33d Ranger Battalion, III Corps (ARVN),
and Private E2 Charles E. Crafts, US51479671, Radio Opsrator for the 33d
Ranger Battalion, III Corps (ARVN), while accompanying the 2d Company,
334 Ranger Battalion, and while engaged in an armed oconflict againat the
insurgent enemy of the Republic of South Vietnam, at Y3 494776, Map
South Vietnam, Serial L6055, Sheet 231W, 1:100,000, were captured and
taken into captivity and restrained by a hostile foroce at approximately
1730 hours on 29 December 1964.

RECOMMENDATION: That in view of the findings, the board recommends
that the status of both Sergeant Bennett and Private Orafts be changed

from missing in action to held in captivity against their will by a
"hostile enemy.

The board adjourned at 1600 hours on 15 Jamary 1965,

k A

b o

WILLIAM S. FISKE GEORGE™ M, OSBORNE
Captain, OrdC Major, Infantry
Member : President

vl 1) Ll

LEONARD W. WILSON
Captain, AGC
Recorder



HEADQUARTERS

UNITED STATES MILITARY ASSISTANCE COMMAND, VIETNAM
APO San Francisco 96243

MACAG L, Jamary 1965
IETTER ORDERS 01-40

SUBJECT: Appointment of Board of Officers

TO: Individuals Concerned

TC 351, Fol Bd is apt and will consist of mbr as fol,

Name of Bd: Board of Officers to investigate status of missing persons
Mbr: OSBORNE, GEORGE M 01926076 MAJ INF 82162 HQ US Mil Asst Comd (SD-
5891) Vietnam, APO US Forces s 96243, w/dy sta Ad Tm #98, APO US Forces
96314 (Member5
HUNNICUTT, ROY D 082676 CAPT INF 82162 HQ US Mil Asst Comd (SD-5891)
\(Iletnam APO US Forces, 962,43, w/dy sta Ad Tm #80, APO US Forces 96314
Member
WILSON, LEONARD W 02097231 CAPT AGC 2120 HQ US Mil Asst Comd (sb-
5891) Vietnam, APO US Forces, 96243, w/dy sta Ad Tm #95, APO US Forces,
9631 (Recorder)
Eff date: 4 Jan 65

Pd: NLT 17 Jan 65
Purpose: To determine all facts concerning the status of BENNETT, HAROLD B

RM18542931 SGT E5 and CRAFTS, CHARLES E US51479671 PUT E2 missing
at 1700 hours, 29 December l%h.

Auth: AR 15-6 .
Sp instr: A recommendation will be made by the board as to whether the status

of missing should be continued or changed to dead, AWOL or other
appropriate status, Record of board proceedings and recommendations
will be completed in triplicate and forwarded to this headquarters

FOR THE COMMANDER:

ATTN: MACAG-BPA,

W. H, GOURLEY
Captain, AGC
Asst AG

DISTRIBUTION:
10 ~ AG Orders Section
20 - Ea indiv concerned
30 ~ Pers Br, Ofc of the AG

EXHIBIT ®A" to Board to Investigete Status of Missing Persons
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HEADQUARTERS ~
UNITJ:.D STATES MILITARY ASSISI‘ANCE COMMAND VIEI‘I\I!‘M
“. APO San Franc1sco 96243

MACAG ERS O1-457 15 January 1965
"% LETTER ORD -

% SUBJECT: Amendment of Letter Orders

Individuals Concerned

u‘i <. ¢ 370, Fol order AMENDED.
“SMDs TC 351 10 01-40 this HQ dtd 4 January 1965

# Pert tos Appointment of Board of Officers
g Ao reads: HUNNICUIT, ROY D 082676 CAPT INF 82162 HQ US Mil Asst Comd
KSA5891TV1etnamLAP0 Us Forces, 96243, w/dv sta Ad Tm #80 APO Us

§ Forces 96314 (Member) .
® mTR: FIs JHELLINE 5078302 CAPD _ORDE 8% HQ US Mil Asst Comd (SD-5891)
- Viath APO US Forct;s 96243, w/dy st 1 80 APO US Forces 9631, ¢
- Member) :
w ~  FOR THE COMMANDER: %VW'/{

W, H. GOURLEY
Captain, AGC
Asst AG

DISTRIBUTION:
L ~ AG Orders Section
20- Indiv concerned (Capt Fiske)
5 = Indiv concerned (Capt Hunnicutt)
8 ~ Pers Br, Ofc of the AG

”«ﬁ [ 2% | f‘*’i& ‘@ £

EXHIBIT "B* to Board to Investigete Status of Missing Persons
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REPUBLIC OF VIET NiM
ARMED FORCES OF THE RcFUBLIC OF VN

32nd DTA
APO 4366 6th Jan 1965 33rd Ranger Battalion
2nd Company
SFC DsM VaN PHUNG -t=

Serial No. 332419
2/33rd Ranger Compmny

TO:

33rd Ranger Battalion Commander

SUBJECT: Report on two US personnel captured by VC.

This is to report to you that:

At 1730hrs on 29-12-1964, I was with the squad on the right side of
@ banana farm in BINH GIa Village, DUC THANH District (PHUCC TUY) and
was tied up by VC and led to the jungle. Looking at the squad on my left,
about 20 meters from me, I clearly saw one american Sergeant carrying a
radio and another imerican Advisor (who is skinny and wears glasses) and
2nd It HOA (my platoon leader). All three of them were tied by VC snd
were seating together in a banana farm next to village #3.

I clesrly observed that the two Battalions advisors were not wounded,
It HOA was wounded but was still able to walk. after spending one hour
to clear the battle-field, VC withdrew and led us together with two aAmericans
to XUiAN SON direction. Taking advantage of darkness, 1 and Corporal
S4NG, who was also captured, hid ourseives in banena trees and managed
to escape.

Signed and Sealed

EXHIBIT "C" to Board to Invesiizate Status of Yissing Persons
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REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM

APO 4366, 14, January 1965 RVYNAF
. HIGH CO-MAND
' 11X CTZ
Pvt TRaN VAN HUE 33RD RANGER BATALICHN
Serial No. 18l1.555, 2nd Platoon —

2nd Co, 33rd Ranger Battalion
TC

33rd Ranger Battalion Cammander
APO 3.LL46

SUBJEECT: Two US Advisors to the 33rd Ranger Battalion captured in
- BINH GIA Battle.

This is te report to you that:

At approximately 291700H-12-64, my company was campletely defeated.
VG took our weapons and tied all #WIA including myself and two US Advisors
(one Sergeant and the other newly assigned to the Battalion). I saw VC
took off the shoes and stole ail belongings of these two .mericans. after
having searched all of us, VC led us to XUAN SON. We were moved through
a rubber plantation to a jungle. At 2100, we were taken to a detention
camp that was also located in a jungle. Two US iAdvisors were detained
seperately. e were searched one more time Ly VG who found in the pocket
of 2nd Lt HOA a 2nd It rank. Lt HOA was then detained tcgether with the
two US Adviscrs.

On the next day (30 Dec 1964) at 2300 hrs, VC moved 2 US Advisors,
2ndlt HCA and all of us to another area the name of which was unknown to me,
We consisted of 8 wounded soldiers and were detained together with residents
of BINH GIA village. At 0500 on 3-1-1965, VC moved us through a jungle.

At 1800 hrs we arrived at a dirt road in LCNG TAN where we and residents of
BINH GIA4 village were released. -

———— -

Fﬁéﬁ Fﬁig‘ j &

Signed

Camients of Bn Intelligence Officer

Subject has been thoroughly interrogated and his clear statement was
highly reliable.

APO 3446, 14 January 1965

ok
- 2ndLt LE Vall THE
thief of 52, 33rd Rangzr B
- Signed and Sealed
-
il
-
. EXHIBIT "D* to Board t¢ Invesiigats Status of Missing FPersons
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11 January 1965
"STATEMESNT

I was not physically prssent with Sergeant E5 Harold G, Bsnnett,
RA185429%1, and Private Charles E. Crafte, U351479671, at the tims of
their capture. They landed with the first 1ift in Landing Zone Alpha
end I landed with the second 1ift in Landing Zone Bravo. FKowever, I
bave had an opportunity to talk to several persons who have ssen them
elther captured or in captivity. The giest of their statements is as
follows:

- The 2d Coumpany, 534 Ranger Battalion, was approaching the hamlet
when a large Viet Cong force opemed up with heavy machinegun fire
from dug in positions to the flank and front. In 10 mimutes the entire
Company was completely destroyed except for 10 to 12 men. The Viet
Oong. then rushed the survivors and captured them., Sergeant Bennstt and
Private COrafts were made tc kneel down and were tied up. They were
marched sbout 6 kilometers east of Binh Gia where they spent one or two
days in a temporary enclosure. They were then marched (1 days march)}
gbout 14 kilometers further east where they were placed in a more
permanent type prison., There were about 50 prisonsrs at this location
from various units captured at differemt times., They spent about 4
days at this camp and were then moved nmortheast. Duripng their captivity
no indication of maltreatment was observed. They were given rice, a
meat sandwich, salt and ones pack of Bamstos cigarettes. They were tied
most of the time and were hsld under strict security.

A
P
St ‘:,' ‘ \ 2 "M»L\(‘
" |JAMES E. BEHIKE
& Capt, Infeniry
../ 0 89 029
8A, 35d Rngr Bn

EXHIBIT "E® to Board to Investigate Status of Missing Psrsors



SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY
(Captain James E. Behnke, 089029)

Captain James E. Behnke was called by the president of the board,
sworn by the recorder and made the following statement:

I was at Bien Hoa Air Base and saw both Sergeant Bennett and
Private Crafts depart at 1400 hours, 29 December 1964, with 2d Company
of the 33d Ranger Battalion on the first airlift into the operational

aroa.

I had the opportunity to talk to some of the wounded rangers who
were released by the insurgent force five (5) days following their
capture (a total of 8 were released) who remembered seeing both
Amorican Advisores in captivity. I also had the opportunity to talk to
a villager who was released on the 6th day and who remembered seeing
the two Americans in captivity and remembered Sergeant Bennsit from a
previous oocasion when he befrieaded the children of his ¥illage while
accompanying the 33d Ranger Battalion.

Captain Behnke was dismissed by the President of the Board.

EXHIBIT "F" to Board to Investigate Status of Missing Persons






JOINT TASK FORCE - FULL ACCOUNTING
CAMP H. M. SMITH, HAWAII 96861-5025

CASE 0049-0-01

NARRATIVE

ON 29 DECEMBER 1964, SERGEANT HAROLD G. BENNETT AND PRIVATE
CHARLES E. CRAFTS WERE CAPTURED BY VIETNAMESE COMMUNISTS IN THE
VICINITY OF GRID COORDINATES YS549755, APPROXIMATELY 35
KILOMETERS SOUTH OF XUAN LOC AND FIVE KILOMETERS EAST-SOUTHEAST
OF BINH GIA, DONG NAI PROVINCE. ON 23 FEBRUARY 1967, PRIVATE

CRAFTS WAS RELEASED BY THE NATIONAL LIBERATION FRONT. PRIVATE

CRAFTS REPORTED THAT ON 28 MAY 1965, WHILE MOVING TO A NEW CAMP

SITE, GUARDS TOLD HIM THAT THEY HAD KILLED SERGEANT BENNETT

BECAUSE HE WAS UNABLE TO TRAVEL. PRIVATE CRAFTS ESTIMATED THEIR

LOCATION TO BE IN THE VICINITY OF GRID COORDINATES ¥YS550730. ON

25 JUNE 1965, A HANOI RADIO BROADCAST ANNOUNCED THE 25 JUNE 1965

EXECUTION OF SERGEANT BENNETT IN REPRISAL FOR THE EXECUTION OF A

- COMMUNIST TERRORIST. IN JANUARY 1973, THE PROVISIONAL
g REVOLUTIONARY GOVERNMENT OF SOUTH VIETNAM RELEASED A DIED-IN-
™ CAPTIVITY LIST. THE LIST INDICATED SERGEANT BENNETT DIED IN JUNE
% 1965.
%.
i
PERTINENT DATA ARE AS FOLLOWS:
% NAME: BENNETT, HAROLD GEORGE
- RANK: SERGEANT, U.S. ARMY

DATE OF BIRTH: 16 OCTOBER 1940
RACE: CAUCASIAN
HEIGHT: 1.78 METERS

WEIGHT: 82.4 KILOGRAMS

PASSED TO THE VIETNAMESE GOVERNMENT

DURING 1923 Tisha A X TECHNICAL MEETING
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CASE 0049-0-01
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- SSG BENNETT’S 201 FILE INFORMATION
ol Harold George Bennett was born on 16 October 1940 in Thornburg, Perry County, Arkansas to
- Gordon A. Bennett and Pauline (Rickman) Bennett. He was the third of four sons - all of whom

served in the military - and five sisters. His birth order was sixth of nine children. Of the nine
m children, only youngest brother Dicky, and three sisters survive.
-

; He completed 10th grade, and received his GED certificate while on active duty in 1960.
-
- He served honorably in the U. S. Army during his first enlistment from 4 November 1957 to 3
- November 1960, where he attained the rank of SGT E-5 on 15 September 1959.
“ - e He completed Basic Combat Training at Ft. Chaffee, AK. He completed Advanced
- Individual Training with Company D, 82 Airbome Division, Ft. Bragg, NC.
e He completed Parachute training at Ft Bragg, NC with Company D, 2rd Airborne Battle
- Group, 503™ Airborne Infantry, 82™ Airborne Division, Ft. Bragg, NC and was awarded
- the Parachutist badge on 23 April 1958.
e He served proudly with Company C, 1* Airborne Battle Group, 506™ Infantry. 101*
- Airborne Division at Ft. Campbell Kentucky from 5 May 1958 until 3 November 1960 as
- a Rifleman (MOS 111.07,) Senior Rifleman (MOS 111.17,) and as a Fire Team Leader
o (MOS 111.67.)
¢ He was awarded the Good Conduct Medal, Master Parachutist Badge, and Expert

" Infantryman Badge during this enlistment.
- He re-enlisted on 8 December 1960 as a SGT E-5 and served honorably until his discharge on 6
' December 1963. He attained the rank of SSG E-6 on 23 October 1963.
-

¢ He served proudly with Company B, 1* Armored Battalion, 41% Infantry, 2nd Armored
Division at Ft. Hood, TX for 15 months.

¢ He was TDY for 5 months in Germany with his unit from 8 April —21 Sep 1962.

¢ He returned to his unit at Ft. Hood, TX for another 4 months — all the while in MOS
111.60 as Squad Leader.

e He served proudly with Company A, Special Forces Training Group, Ft. Bragg, NC asa
Light Weapons Infantryman (MOS 111.67) from 23 January 1963 until 9 July 1963.

o There is an undated Certificate of Training indicating successful completion of 40
lessons (140 hours) of the S-1 level, Special Warfare Limited Fluency Language Course,
in the French Language at the JFK Center for Special Warfare, Ft. Bragg, NC.

e On 10 July 1963 he is listed as serving as Heavy Weapons Leader (MOS 112.73), with
Company D, 7® Specml Forces Group, Ft. Bragg, NC until his honorable discharge on 3
December 1963 with the rank of SSG E-6.

¢ Awarded the Good Conduct Medal (second award) for the period 23 July 1961 — 22
July 1964.
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He had a break in service, and re-enlisted on 22 May 1964 to serve with Company B, 5™
Special Forces Group at Ft/ Bragg, NC as a SGT E-5 Light Weapons Infantryman (MOS
111.67) until 11 September 1964,
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He was 5° 10” tall and weighed 182 Ibs. on 8 June 1964 when he was issued a new Identification
Card (DA Form 2A.) His PULHES code was 111111 Code A. Religious Preference: Baptist.

From 12 September 1964 until 12 October 1964 he served with Company C, 2" Battalion, 504%
Infantry, 82™ Airborne Division at Ft. Bragg, NC. He volunteered for service in Vietnam.

He arrived in Vietnam on 29 October 1964 for service with HQ, United Starts Military
Adyvisory Command, Vietnam (MACV.) After attending MACV’s Military Assistance

Training Advisor course, he was assigned as a Light Weapons Advisor (MOS 111.68), with
duty at IIl CTZ, Bien Hoa.

He was listed as Missing in Action (MIA) effective 29 December 1964. He was single, never
married.

He was promoted (posthumously) to SSG E-6 (MOS 11B40) by HQ, Department of the
Army on 24 August 1965.

An official “Presumptive Finding of Death (PFOD)” was made effective 1 July 1966, at
which time he was dropped from the Army payroll.

All of these 201 file items were obtained from the Army Casualty Office, except the order
assigning SSG Bennett to ITI CTZ on 30 October 1964, which was provided by Dicky
Bennett, his younger brother.

Duane E. Frederic’s NOTE: The DA Form 24 (Record, edition 1 June 1961) as received
from the Army Casualty Office is missing page 2. Any additional documents needed to
evaluate SSG Bennett’s active duty are maintained at the Army Casualty Office, U. S.
Army Human Resources Command, 200 Stovall Street, Alexandria, VA 22332-0400.
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
U.S. ARMY HUMAN RESOURCES COMMAND
200 STOVALL STREET
ALEXANDRIA VA 22332-0400

MAY 2 6 op4

Freedom of Information Act

Mr. Dicky M. Bennett
Post Office Box 1547
Bigelow, Arkansas 72016

Dear Mr. Bennett:

This is in response to your Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for the case file
pertaining to your loved one, Harold George Bennett, unaccounted for from the Vietnam War.

Responsive documents are attached. There is no additional information maintained by this
Command. Deleted from the documents is personal information pertaining to third parties. This will
include home addresses, home telephone numbers, social security numbers and other personal
information that, if disclosed, would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy.
Accordingly, the personal information is exempt from disclosure under Exemption 6 of the FOIA.

This partial denial is in accordance with Title 5, US Code, Section 552(b)(6), and paragraph 3-
200, Exemption 6, Army Regulation 25-55. It is made on behalf of Major General Dorian T.
Anderson, Commander, U.S. Army Human Resources Command.

If you desire, you may appeal this partial denial within 60 days from the date of this letter. Any
appeal must be sent through: Commander, U.S. Army Human Resources Command; Attention:
AHRC-FOIA; 200 Stovall Street; Alexandria, Virginia 22332-0400, to the Secretary of the Army,
Attention: Office of the General Counsel.

Sincerely,
P. Mikula
lonel, U.S. Army
ief of Staff

Attachment

Printed on @ Recycled Paper
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' U. S. ARMY ADVISOR GROUP (NGUS) ARKANSAS /
P. 0. Box 4010 -
North Little Rock, Arkansas j o ,f’;ﬁ o
AKNAR 6 August 1966

SUBJECT: Presentation of Award -~ Purple Heart

Y . s At

L] V
- TO: The Adjutant General

. Departznent of the Army
§‘ i Washlngton’ DoCo, 20305

1. The posthumous award of the Purple Heart to Staff Sergeant Harold

%f G. Bemnett, RA18542931, was presmnted on 5 August 1966 to the next of kin
-l by the undersigned.

2. The next of kin, Mrs Pauline Bennett, mother of the deceased,
requested that the medal be presented informally at her residence, with
members of her immediate family present, in Perryville, Arkansas.

-

1 Incl » ‘RITDLE
AGPZ FL 298 y Infantry
ivor Assistance Officer

L
% :
- Exje - USA Admin Den
;v'* St Leuis, Mo.
- ‘Dats  Initials
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HEADQUARTERS, DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY, OFFICE OF THE ADJUTANT GENERAL, WASHINGTON, . C.

TO: OFFICER SELECTED TO PRESENT DECORATION
THE COPY OF THIS LETTER IS NOTICE OF DECORATION TO BE PRESENTED

IN REPLY REFER TO COPY

AGPB-AC Bennett, Harold G, 11 July 1966
RA 1& 542 931 (1 Jul 66)

Mrs, Pauline Bennett
Post Office Box 185
Perryville, Arkansas

Dear Mrs, Benneti:

1 bave the honor to inform you that your late son has been awarded
posthumously the Purple Heart.

The officer selected to make presentation will communicate with
you and arrange for the ceremony in accordance with your wishes,

My continned sympathy is with you in your loss,

Sincerely yours,

J. C. LAMBERT

SHIF ENGRAVED PH MEDAL TO: Major General, USA
The Adjutant General

COMMANDING GENERAL
FOURTH U, S. ARMY
FT SAM HOUSTON, TEXAS 78234

or

- - / J _{).P’F'»E)R OFFICER SELECTED TO PRESENT DECORATION
»‘5:;,1 o £ 7 . Instructions on reverse side
AGPZ FL 298 i
' sEP 64 REPLACES EDITION OF 1 JUL 56 WHICH MAY BE USED




HEATC QUARTER?
JEPARTIMENT OF THE ARMY
FICE OF THE ADJUTANT GIUNMNERAL
WASHINGTOM. D ¢, 20315 £S

1 REPORT NUMBERN AND TYPE DATE PREPARED

REPORT OF CASUALTY
¥ SERVICE IDENTIFICATION @ ame, Nertre Namber, {orale or IWate, Component, Hranca and Urgarization)

BENMETT, HAROLD GEORGE, RA 18 542 931; STAFF SERGEANT, RA; HQ MAGV (SD-5891)
VIETNAY

A 2703 FINDING OF DEATH RVN 2678 1 nlv 196A

2 T CASUALTY STATUS
D BATTLE @ NON.BATTLE

Pursuant to the provisicas of Section 1005, Appendix, Title 50, U.S.C., as amended,
upon direction and delegation by The Secretary of the Army, The Chief, Personnel
Actions Divislon, Office of the Adjutant General, finds Staff Sergeant Harold Geor

ze

Bennett to be dead. He was officially reported missing as of 29 December 1964. For
the purpose stated in said Section, death is presumed to have occurred on the first

dw’QLJuLLJS&L __Commenced tour in Vi etnam 27 Cctober 196!

DATE AND FLACE OF BIRTH. RACE RELIGIOUS PREFE.RENCL nkeGAd

16_October 1940, Thornburg, Arkansas, Caucasian, Baphist

4. OATE AND PLACE OF LAST ENTRY ON ACTIVE DUTY INCURRENT STATUS AND HMOME OF RECORD AT TIME

307-26-8129 E-6 Qver 8 years $318.40

_22_;44:, 19_QLL;!_,EQL~_BLA§g,__JQtLh_C_arQliDA?_EﬁW erArkanqas
. SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER SRADE. LENGTH OF SERVICE FOR PAY, BASGH AY, INCENTIVE PAY l CHECX IF APPLICABLE
| D crew | i NOMN.CREW

6. DUTY STATUS

JKZLQUi. _On [uty

. INTERESTED PERSONS ¢ Name. Address, Relationship)

Mrs. Pauline Bennett, P. 0. Box 185, Perryville, Arkansas, Motherl,2,3

8. REPORT FOR VA TC —5 REPORTING COMMAND AND DATE REPCRT RECEIVED IN DEPARTMENT

FOLLOW - : )
O ves flro | Spec Acts Sec, Casualty Branch, TAGO, 1 July €&é

10. SELECTIVE SERVICE NUMBER, LOCAL BOARD. AND LOCAT!ION (if unkrcwn, enter date and place of first cntry 1n drmed Services?

~ Unknown 4 November 1957, Little Rock, Arkansas

11 PPIOR E‘?VICE DATA

I ves [ ne

2. REMARKS

Servicemans Group Insurance Data: ELECTION: [ ] Non Participant [ ]$5,000 [X} $10,000

Method of Payment: [ ] Lump sum [ ] 36 Installments None specified.

Beneficiary Designation: No certificate. Devolves by law., Claim for death benefits
mailed to mother.

Enlisted man has been detained since 29 December 1964 in Vietnam. He was
accompanying Vietnamese troops on a combat operation when radio contasl with unit
was lost. Status changed from missing to detained on 25 January 1765 under Public

he was allegedly executed by the Viet Cong and the lapse of time without further
word fails to substantiate the presumption that he is still alive,

Missing report issued 31 December 1664. Detained report issued 24 January 1645,

Law 88-428 dated 14 August 196L. The continuous check of all possible sources since

FOOTNOTLES
D Adult mext of kin
? fencficiary for aratuity pay in crent tiarre in wn gurviving wife or child-as designated on record of emergency dalis.

Jtiw fadiry for wapard pov oond ailereancer o oae ooty oot v ond af crecrar frra

12, OISTRIBUTION 1. BY ORDLER OF THIy & ,('I{h‘._'l‘.'}.i’x‘r' OF THE . AI"I‘

|
B-4-2 1
iv |

|

TAR

RA M. ABEL
Ceclone ,-AEC—ﬂ// \\<:f\\\

Chis?f, Perzonnel Actions Uivisicn. P33D, T Z0

N
Ty FOPME 25 LLNLACES DY TAOM 521 WHICH IS OBRSOLETE,




(& 3

‘: 7""3
S

€ 3

v

é%
-

s

(S ]

IS
’

E@%¥~

HEADQUARTERS
DEPARTMEN F THE ARMY
OFFICE OF THE ADJUTANT GENERAL
" nEPLY REPER TO WASHINGTON, D.C. 20315

AGPB-P 24 August 1965

SUBJECT: Enlisted Promotion

TO: Enlisted man concerned:
United States Military Assistance Command, Viet Nam
APO San Francisco 96243

1, TC 310. Under the provisions of paragraph 7-12.1, AR 600-200, the
following individuals are promoted to temporary grade indicated to rank from
date of this order:

TO BE MASTER SERGEANT (E-8) MOS
JOHNSON, EDWARD R. RA 33 510 856 MSG E-7 11G50
TO BE SERGEANT FIRST CLASS (E-7)
PARKS, JOE RA 38 754 530 SSG E-6 04B30
TO BE STAFF SERGEANT (E-6)
BENNETT, HAROLD C. RA 18 542 931 SGT E-5 11B40
TADIOS, LEONARD M. RA 10 106 541 SGT E-5 11B40

TO BE PRIVATE FIRST CLASS (E-3)
CRAFTS, CHARLES E. uUsS 51 479 671 PVT E-2 05B20

2. TC 310. Under the provisions of paragraph 7-12.1, AR 600-200, the
following individual is promoted to temporary grade indicated to rank from

10 February 1965.

TO BE SERGEANT (E-5)
McLEAN, JAMES M. RA 19 722 072 Sp4 91B40

BY ORDER OF THE SECRETARY OF THE ARMY

5 N . .
/ //é\/////';:_ h \Hi\\\é‘;:u\\" % WW o~

i Adjutant General
|



20 AUG 1965

CHECK LIST / WORKSHEET
PROMOTION OF ENLISTED PERSONNEL MISSING
AS A RESULT OF HOSTILE
ACTION

(PAR 7-12.1c, AR 600-200)

1. NAME Harold C. Bennett RA 18 542 931

2. GRADE CURRENTLY HELD Sergeant, E-5

3. DATE OF RANK CURRENTLY HELD 22 May 1964

4. TOTAL ENLISTED SERVICE (E-7 & E-8 ONLY) +

5. TOTAL OTHER SERVICE (E-7 & E-8 ONLY) +

6. TIME IN CURRENT GRADE 1 vear 2 months and 29 days

7. HAS (E-7) (E-8) COMPLETED (8 YEARS) (10 YEARS) CUMULATIVE SERVICE
CREDITABLE IN COMPUTATION OF BASIC PAY? YES + NO +

8. IF NOT, WHEN WILL (E-7 (E-8) COMPLETE THIS SERVICE? +

9. HAS (E-7 (E-8) COMPLETED (15 YEARS) (18 YEARS) SERVICE? YES+4 NO +

10. IF NOT, WHEN WILL (E-7) (E-8) COMPLETE THIS SERVICE? +

11. WAS SERVICE UNDER 9 WAIVED TO QUALIFY (E-7) (E-8) FOR PROMOTION?
YES + NO +

12. HAS DEROGATORY INFO BEEN RECEIVED WHICH BARS PROMOTION? YES + NO +

13. PROMOTABLE STATUS Yes

14, RECOMMENDED BY USMACV

15.  PRIMARY MILITARY OCCUPATIONAL SPECIALTY 11B40 - Light Weapon Inf

16, DATE ELICIBLE FOR PROMOTION Date orders are published

17. DATE PROMOTED AUTHORITY




) R

18. MAKL FINAL CHECK WITH CASUlLTY BR FOR PRESENT STATUS:
: RETURNED TO ACTIvE DUTY

MISSING FROM ACTIVE DUTY

19.  DATE DISTRIBUTION MADE

(a) CAsuﬁTY BRANCH, PAD

(b) STLMTS BR, MSAFC, FT BEN, IND
(c) OVERSEA COMMANDERS

(dy OPO-EPD (E-7) (E-8) (E-9)

(e) OFFICIAL TAG FILE

(f) DCSPER-PRD

(g) DCSPER-PRD

/
PREPARED BY : Q%Z%?§;%34€;:;%Q\‘\\\\;

CHECKED BY:

TYPED BY: Betty Herrin

ACTION APPROVED BY: Lt Colonel B. G. Mason
Acting Chief, Prom Br

REMARKS

el S gy
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L alAd=3
SURJECT: as a
T The stort Ternaral
oot ne o7 The Lrmv
' v. C. 20315
1. 51 a, Jar 7-2:L.le, AR 605-200,
b, Lotiter, our office, sublect as anove, 9 July 1965,
% men, assigned this command have been
‘niicated and are recommended for pro-
2 Fa) SN R STATIS ZFT DATE

10856 19t ov52 fissing 21Ju16k
106541 €40zt Detained  11Decbl
chE3n 10142 Vissing 22Decbh
12931 D2Mavbl _Detained  29Decbl
TIAT 30cthh Detained  29Decbh
220772 Sravbl ¥Missing 9Febb5
24792 12MavAs ¥issing 19¥ay65

T -
Lt Colonei, iCC

asst idiutent Jereral



UNCLAS
PRIORKITY
CC ATGPERSCEH T BENJ HARIISON THD
Ci CAS BH A ¥ia3H IO
INCTLAS From 4GPE~Hi for AGPB-CN your 16152

Bennett, Harold G, FA 18 Sh2 931 repeat ®A 18 Sh2 931

Effective date current grade of Sgt “~5 (T) and Opl BE-4 (P)

is 22 ¥ay 1964. E¥ reenlisted after bresk in service.

29
Jan 65
AGFE~1A
Swith/3s W. W, ROLGE"S Y
2,;)05 It 001, AGC “ile "Q@PC@Q
A VILI L Commanding - - AGPERSCE“‘ oS
TURCTAS ‘ 24 ]

-



NAME AND SERVICE NUMBER THE LETTERING ON RUBBER STAMPS USED FOR THE
PURPOSE OF MAKING ENTRIES IN THE BODY OF THE
SERVICE RECORD WILL NOT BE LARGER THAN PICA
TYPEWRITER TYPE. THE SERVICE RECORD WILL NOT
BE FOLDED OR CREASED. FOR INSTRUCTIONS SEE AR
640-201.
BENNETT, HAROLD G .
RA 18 5“2 931 RELIGIOUS PREFERENCE (If voluntarily given)
Baptist
COVERING PERIOD (Inclusive)
FROM TO
22 May 6L
SECTION 1- APPOINTMENTS, PROMOTIONS, OR REDUCTIONS
GRADE DATE AUTHORITY DATE OF RANK
LYy
Clp E4 (P) 22Maybl BEV Y,
SGT E5 (T) 2Maybl 2Ma
SECTION 2 - CHRONOLOGICAL RECORD OF MILITARY SERVICE
' DATE CON- EFFF INITIALS OF
DESIGNATION OF UNIT AND STATION DUTY MOS P SONNEL
FROM TO WR ¢ DUCT | CIENCY (E)F:'FICER
22 May 64 |# Jun &, | Main Recruiting Stdtion RaliewdiC — - -
| 9Jun64 | 11Sep64 | CoB5thSPG(Abn)1stSFFtBrageNC et [ERC | BXC | C
12Sep64 |13 Oct 6/, £0oC2ndBn504 thInfFtBPagaNC EAC_| BXC o0 £
1L0ctbl 28 Oct 64 [Enroute to USakpP.C
29 Oct 6L | 28Dechl, |USEdlisstComd (559391 )VnaPL1L3 ' Exc | Exc | <2
29 Dec 64 MIA
EDITION OF 1 NOV B4 WILL BE USED. :

DA .50 24




SECTION 5 - SERVICE OUTSIDE CONTINENTAL UNITED STATES

PORT OF EMBARKATION

DATE DEPARTED

PORT OF DEBARKATION

DATE ARRIVED

FOR

DUTY IN

Travis 2FR . 0al1if US 7 et Al Szizon, Vietnam 29 Get. AU Jietnar

SECTION 6 - TIME LOST UNDER SEC 6(c} APP 2b MCM 51 AND SUBSEQUENT TO NORMAL DATE ETS

FROM TO (Inc.) DAYS REASON FROM YO (Inc.) DAYS REASON
SECTION 7 - COMBAT RECORD
PARTICIPATED IN (Battle or Campaign) THEATER OF. OPERATION F ROM TO
SECTION 8 - WOUNDS RECEIVED THROUGH ENEMY ACTION
BRIEF DESCRIPTION DATE BRIEF DESCRIPTION DATE

SECTION 9. MEDALS, DECORATIONS, AND CITATIONS
(Enter in this section any medals, decorations, and citations, whether or not additional compensation results)

o]

MEDALS, ETC. AUTHORITY PLACE AND DATE PRESENTED

5t

GCMDL (2nd Awd) GO 38 Hg5thSFG(4bn) 12 Augb4

Ft Bmgg NC 124ugbd gy
N !
AFTX P ;

AR 672-5-1




SECTION 10 - REMARKS

[ swards from prior service; Pracht Bedge

GCMDL. (1atAward )
| Master Paract Badge,

Expert Infantry Badge,

[ &
e e

SECTION 11 - IDENTIFICATION OF INITIALS

NAME, GRADE AND ORGANIZATION (Typed or printed) INITIALS NAME, GRADE AND ORGANIZATION (Typed or printed) INITIALS

J, J. RODWELL, CWO Wk USA 5th SFG

2 Cy
HO.uiD ¥ JUDSUN CWQ w4 USaHuB2dsbnDiN/ g% F
RCBFRT T HUNT,Ch0 W3,USA,HQUSMACY | %#

2+ GPO: 1961 Q - 599693
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, HEADQUARTERS
TURARTYENT OF THE An
TEEICE GIF THE ADJUTANT GENFRAL .
WASHINGTCN, D.C. 20315 -

e

BECOPT NUMBER AND TYPE DATE PREPARED

EPOR CASTIALTY R _
REPORT OF CASIALT: 00003 2 DETRINED 26 Jan 5%

T
H
:

1. SERVICE IDENTIFICATICN (Name, Service Nuwiber, Grade or Fite, Cemponent, Branch and Organization)

BENNETT, HAROID GIORCE, RA 18 5.2 $31; Sgt; RAs
HO MACY (SD-3891). Vistmam

2. CASUALTY STATUS [Jrarere’ (Rl smrmrrr o

DETAINED against his will in z foreign counwry since 29 December 1964 (VIETNAM)#

}—3. NDATE AND PLACE COF BIRTH, BACT 8 |GIOUS PREFEREMNCT e e

16 Ostober 1950, Thor.u

A OATE AND SUACE OF LAST ENTRY 0N ArTIVE LT (M A mGENT GTA 7116 AND HOME GF RECORD AT TIME

AL Fewg e FCihn Ll LS55, W ves wiee Wil L0 LS ‘_N.Lle, Arkanoaa
5. SCCIAL SECURITY NUMEER, PAY GRADS LSNGTH ©F SERVICE FOR FAY, BASIC PAY, INCENTIVE PA™ CHEZY 'F APPLICABLE
E-~% D crew [ NoN-crew

6. DUTY STATUZD

ACTIVE - On Duiy

77 INTERESTED PERSONS (Name. Addrass, Relationship)

2
kansgzs, Mother Ls2,2

Dayli :g Bermedtt. P 0L Bow

P ASPA N
‘Elfl 204 ;3 Dec ol

DA Fm 41 4%3 16 Ben 5S4

8. REPORT FOR VA TO~ e RECORTING mDwmMAND AND DATE REPORT RECEIVED IN DEPARTMENT

FOLLOW ! . cwn o ] e L
(Oves [Eno | SPEC ACTS SEC CASUALTY BRANGH 24 Jan 5°

10. SELECTIVE SERVICE MUMRER, LOCAL BOARD. AND LOCATION (1f unknown, cnter date and place of first entry 1n Zimed Sericesi

¥ e TR FICESE ~ e 1r=sver s =
Ui 4 November 1957, Litils Reondny Arkancas

11. PRIOR SERVICE DAYA

samd 31 Doosaebar 1?/.?-‘,:.

“ed 1 Lusust 1984

Lochie e D 2 Hoehadineo 1 a roreign country against his
0
"FOOTVOTL. T e o e T
L Adalt nect of Eis
2 Bonctizie o i i s smpving s or chidd s deeismntad om yerard of cmergency Ao

3 Beneficiary for wunpaid pev ani LN - us designated oz recerd of emergoney dota.

1a, OSTRIRITICC TTTRY enneR 0 THE SECRETARY OF THL ARMY:

Lo ea—

W , O//F/" 9 iy




HEADGUARTERS
DEPARTMENTY OF THE ARMY
OFFICE CF THE ADJUTANT GEFNERAL
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20315

im

REPORT MUMEEZR ANND TYPE

REPORT OF CASUALTY 000032 MISSING

DATE PREPARED
by o 20,
51 Dec 54

T SERVICE IDENTIFICATION (Name, Seriice Number, Grade or Rate, (omponent, Branch and Organisotion)
BENNETT, HAROLD GECRGE, RA 18 542 G31; Sgt; RA;
HQ MACY (SD-5891), Vietnam

 CASUALTY STATUS . -
& c [:] BATTLE @ NON.BATTLE

v

MISSING since 29 December 1964 in Vietnam, While accompanying Vietnamese trocps

on a combat operation, radio contact with unit was lost,

T3 DATE ANND PLACZ OF BIRTH, RACE, RELIGIOUS PREFERENCE

16 Octobey 1540

A. DATE AND PLACE OF LAST ENTRY ON ACTIVE DUTY IN CURRENT STATUS AND HOME OF RECORD AT TIME

SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER, PAY GRADE, LENGTH OF SERVICE FORFAY, BASIC PAY, INCENTIVE PAY

S E-5

5.

| CHECK IF APPLICABLE

D CREW D NON-CREW

T DUTY STATUS

ACTIVE - On Duty

7. INTERESTED FERSONS (Name, Address, Relotionship)
Mrs. Pauiine Bennett, P. 0. Box 185, Perryville, Arkansas, Moiner
notified 39 Dec 64

U)

DA Fm 41 atd 16 Sep 64

1,253

8. REPORT FOR VA TO i T 6. REPORTING COMMAND AND DATE REFORY RECEIVED IN DEPARTMENT
FOLLOW - d
[Jves [Jro COMUSAMCV 29 Dec 64
1C. SELECTIVE SERVICE NUMBER, LOCAL BOARD, AND LOCATION (If unknown, enter date and piace of first entry in Armed Sermces) -
11 FRIOR SERVICE DATA B
r] YES D NO
— e
12. REMARKS
FOGTOTEY - -4
U Aduit next of kin.
2 Hewrficrary for arclyvily pay in erent thers 43 no swrviving wife or chid - o3 designated on yg(ofd of emergency data.
2 Benefveinry for waga:d pas and allowances - a5 desiencted on recerd of emerainoy dals
13 DISTRISUTION i s BY ORDEKR OF THE f th"TAFY ,Op THE ARMY:
B2 } : 3 (/
]—\! 1 7/) D e g
‘ | | /V/Z P22
)
| ) A djutsnt General '
- e —— L da X Ak e o v ow-avac i




HEADQUARTERS
UNITED STATES MILITARY ASSISTANCE COMMAND, VIETNAM
APO 143, San Francisco, California

SPECIAL ORDERS ' 30 October 1964
NUMBER - 146 EXTRACT

L1. TC 250, Fol indiv having been asg this sta are FUR ASG as indic,

Eff date: 29 Oct 64

Auth: Para 4ckd, AR 614-6

Comp: NA

ADC : NA

EDCSA: NA

VOCG date cfm: 29 Oct 64

Sp instr: PCS, TBGAA, TBMAA. Indiv auth to carry wpn, Ea indiv auth 66 1lbs
pers eff & 134 1lbs ex bag alw while tvl by air. Indiv will rept to
Indiv Supply, HQ Comdt, to draw indiv & organizational equip.

&ﬁ E & & 3 K 3

GRAHAM, BERNARD D RA11258571 SSGT ES5 P1 (SP) DOR: 19 Sep 63 PMOS 131,60 US Mil
Asst Cod (SD--5891) Vietnam, Scty clnc: S DEROS: 26 Oct 65
Fur asg: .rmor Op & Intel Ad, II Corps, MOS 131.68 (0), w/sta Pleiku, Vietnam
{Para 35I Line 99 JTD, MACV 1 Sep 64). EM to attend MATA =rs of '
instruction, Upon completion of MATA crs EM will rept to II Corps,
Cor further assignment, (Sub=Sector Fill),

CHEEK, JAMES Y RA18254431 SSGT E6 DOR: 17 Jun 59 PMOS 131,60 US Mil Asst Comd
(SD-5891) Vietnam, Scty clnc: TS DEROS: 26 Oct 65 .

Fur asg: Armor Op & Intel Ad, II Corps, MOS 131,68 (0), w/sta Pleiku, Vietnam
(Para 351 Line 99 JTD, MACV 1 Sep 64). EM to attend MATA crs of
instruction. Upon completion of MATA crs EM wili xept to II Corps.
for further assignment. (Sub-Sector Fill),

CAMPBELL, CHARLES L RA18542938 SGT E5 DOR: 19 May 64 PMOS 141,60 U3 Mil Asst
(SD-.58915 V“etnam, Scty clnc: S DEROS: 26 Oct 65
Fur asg: FA Op & Intel Ad, IV Corps, MOS 152.68 (0), w/sta Can Tho, Vietnam
Tara 451 Line 99 JTD. MACV 1 S:n AL), BM to attend MATA crs of instr
Upon completion of MATA cris EM will rept to IV Corps for further
assignment, (Sub-Sector Fill),

BENNETT, HARC'D G RA18542931 SGT E5 DOR: 22 May 63 PMCS 111,67 US Mil Asst Comd
(8D~5891) Vietnam, Scty clnc: S DEROS: 26 Oct 65 :

Fur asg: 1% Wons Inf Ad, IIT Corps, MOS 411,68 (0), w/sta Rien Hoa, Vietnam
(Pora 39I Line 99 JTD, MACV 1 Sep 6L). B to attend MATA crs of
instruction, Upon completion of MATA crs EM will rept to III Corps
for further assignment, (Sub-Sector Fill), :

WARD, JIMMIE I, RA18212709 MSGT E7 DOR: 31 May 53 PMOS 111,70 US Mil Asst Camd

) (SD-5¢57 )} Vietnam, Scty clnc: S DEROS: 26 Oct 65

" Fur asg: Ohief Ad, II Corps, MOS 115,88 (8), w/sta Ninh Hoa, Vietnam (Para 29E

line 05-01 JTD, MACV 1 Sep 64). Repl for E7 BENNEFIELD,

WHEELFR, HARGID L JR RA12308453 PSGT E7 DOR: 26 Oct 63 PMOS 111,70 US Mil Asst

Comd (£D=5¢91) Vietnam, Scty clnc: S DEROS: 26 Oct 65

Fur zsg: 1.t Wpns Inf Ad, 23d Div, II Corps, MOS 111,78 (7), w/sta Tuy Hoa,

Vietnam (Para 37D Line 16~07 JTD, MACV 1 Sep 64). Repl for E7 HEADRICL




22025z OCT £4
FM: TAG DA WasH DC
TO: CG £2d ABN DIV ¥T BRAGG XC
* ¥ K E %R R X K F E K A X % ¥ F ox ¥
UNCLAS 35755 FROM AGAC-L SEID REPLY TO OPCSEN

TC 37C. BY OFDER SA FOL CRDLR3 AMUNDED SMO PARA 130 SO 156 HG DACS
S AMENDED PZRT TG CHADWELL JAVEZS & 021417222 "WO W& Cz AS READS AVAL DATE
15 DEC £#4 =ZDCEL 15 DEC A4 IATE VAL DAT: 27 OUT 74 FDCSA 27 OCT £4
H R K F K X K K R ¥ R R B X X ¥ K K F F X K X K K F E KK KX X OE X X X X % K
0120212 OCT f4
FM: TAG DA WASH DC

R S S O G I B B T S S N

TO: CG 52d ABY DIV FP BriGs NC
E A I S SR I . S S T T S S S S D S S I I R R R A T T TR TS S S
UNCIAS 35533 FROM AGAC-L SEND REFLY TC OPLY
TC 254. BY ORDER St FOL RSG DIF NT1 GIEDEILL CARL ¥ OF101223 1lst LT
CE 211G 3077TH EXOR BN 23N DIV FT BRAGC NC NOW ENR TO JOTN AND TDY AT USAES

FT BELVOIR V& EFF UPON CMPL GF TDY 04 © OCT 84 ASG TO 22D ENGR BN CONST
FT BRAGG NC ALOC KGV-372 REPT DATE 23 OCT ©4 IV DATA 15 DALVP CO4 93 EDCSA
5 QCT 64
S S R SN B S R R S A A I S L S I S S S I S I I I N A
0820227 OCT 24
FM: TAG DA WASH IC
TO: CG €2d ABN DIV FT BRiGG iC
LT N I I S e T T S S S T S SR S S R I S I I A A A 2

UNCLAS 35212 FROM ACAO-L SEND REPLY TO EPADS

TC 230. RBY OIDCZR SA FOL 7S5 DIR. PRAP 4R 612-12.d TWX NTFY ADVISING
CF CH IN T3 WHEN TRANS SCD AR CH IN TRANSSHEMT O STOPGVER PT FOL DPRT FR
71 WB XMIT BY INDIV AS IXDIC BEIOW. SUCH MSG WB GIVEN TO CO OF MIL INSTL
ENR FOR XMSN. WF. TDN. BENNETT, HARCID G. RA18542S31 SGT E-5 111.87 CO C
2d BN 5C4TH INF, FT BRAGG NC /SC TO: USA EIM USMACY (SD-5851) APO 143,
SAN FRANCISCO CALTF. AIOC: RCH, DEC 64 TWERG DID 21 JUL 54 GJ-2. AVAL.
DATE: 26 OCT 64 SCTY CINC: SECRET. PCS (MDC): ¥I BPED: 4 NOV 57.
ZTS: 23 MAY 55. EDCSA4: 26 OCT €4. SP INSTR: AK EX BAG AIW OF 134 LBS
PERSONAL EFF, AUTH TO ACMP INDIV WHILZ TVL BY ACFT. INDIV WILL ARR IN
VIETHAM WEARIKG SPROP SUMMER UNIF AND WILL HAVE IN EIS POSS ON ARR BASIC
RGR SUMMER UNIF, WORK UNIF AND CMBT BOOTS. UP PARA 11, AR 40-562 PLAGUE
IMMUNIZATIONS ARE RQR; TVI NEZD NOT BE DELAYED EXCEPT FOR THE FIRST
VACCINE Dos:, MPR (DDFORM 113) WB OPENED IAY PARA 28-4, AR 37-104, INDIV
WILL SEND 4 TWX TO COMUSMACY SDVISING OF CH IN ETA, CIC 252807VS. CKCR
TVL OF DEPNDAND SHPMT OF FOV ARE NOT AUTH  ACCT CLAS 21-1151080.VSL
513-513 N4a-21 22 25 S8C_900,
F O S I S B T R T S SR S N G S I T A S A N R SN RN B
£620297 OCT F4
FM: TAG DA WASH DC
TO: CG €2D ABN DIV

‘4
+3
td

by
&
&
(9]

B A K K K K K X R E K K X F K K K KKK KK K K K K KX KKK KX K KN KR
UNCLAS 52204 FROM AGAO-IL SEND REPLY TO OPIX
TC 240. BY ORDEF 82 FOL RSG DIR. PRAP 4R €1Z-12. WP TDN, 2152010
01-4421-4422~4453-4474-4425-447F 4427 Pl444 55S-C52, CIC Z51ACL,
LT INF 71542 (1542) CO D 1st ABN BG S04TH

DOLIGHAN, THOMAS A ORcf73 2D 1T
INF FT BRAGG NC. ASG TO: 175TH REPL C5 38TH REPL BN {P-8) APO 20 SAN
FRANCISCO CALIF ALOC: DEC-12Z. AVAL DATE: 16 KOV 54, LV DATA: 3C
DDAIVAHP, PBCS {(MDC): Rl. ZDCSA: 12 KOV 64, Sp INSTR: EX BAG AW
134 1BS PERSONAL EFF AUTH TO ACMF INDIV WHILE TVI BY ACFT.

S JEE K S I I IR S . I R R I S R R S S I I S R R I N

[0=2T5
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HEADQUARTERS 82D AIKBCRNE DIVISION
Fort Bragg, North Carolina

13 October 1964

STATEMENT

This is to certify that SGT E-5 BENNETT, Harold G, RA 18 542 931
a member of Co C, 2d Bn 504th Inf, Commander's Evaluation Repart (DA 2166)

will be forwarded NLT 23 October 1964.

i /057‘ e

CWO W-4 UsA ( 7
Asst AG



FOR IMMEDILTE DELIVERY TO (/a/ L/

HEADQU..RTERS
UNITED STATES ARMY
JOHN F. KENNEDY CENTER FOR SPECIAL W.RFARE
Fort Bragg, North Carolina 28307

SPECIAL ORDERS ' 8 September 1964
NUMBER 189 EXTRACT

BE ed 3 e

27, TC 254. BR3G dir as indic this sta, NTI.

Lsg to: Repl Det 82d idmin Co 82d Abn Div Ft Bragg NC UNOINDC

E E
- o

Rept date: 11 Sep &4 UNUINDC
COa: 99
E EDCSh: 11 Sep 64 UNOINDG

BACON, WILLIAM R RAa19464331 SGT E5 051.67 Co D 5th SF Gp (Abn) 1st SF
auth:  VOCG U3CONARC (SSGT Williamson) 3 Sep 64
ADC:. .6 yrs '
BisSD:s 13 Feb 53
BPED: 13 Feb 53
ETS: 30 Oct 67

MC ALEBR, HUGH C Ri16770532 PFC E3 940,07 HHC 6th SF Gp (4bn) 1st SF
Auth: VOCG USCONARC (SSGT Williamson) 3 Sep 64
BiSD: 6 hug 64 ADC: 3 yrs
BPED: 6 fug 64
ETS: 5 hug 66

BENNETT, HAROLD G Ril8542931 SGT E5 111,67 Co B 5th SF Gp (4Abn) 1st SF
o TAEAT>~VOCG USCONARC (SSGT Williamson) 3 Sep 64
ADC: 3 yrs
BASD: 22 May 58
BPED: 19 Apr 58
ETS: 21 Hay 67

BATES, ARTHUR J RA15218037 SFC E7 911.73 HHC 7th SF Gp (ibn) 1st SF
isg to: 5th SF Gp (ibn) 1st SF ,
Rept date: 8 Sep 64
ADC: 6 yrs
BASD: 17 Jun 48
BPED:. 17 Jun 48
ETS: 26 Sep 68
EDC34: 8 Sep &4

O'KRUSKY, PAUL R III R:.15664626 PFC E3 121,23 Co D 7th SF Gp (4bn) 1lst SF
isg to: 5th SF Gp (4bn) 1st SF
Rept date: 9 Sep 64
LDC: 3 yrs .
BiSD: 27 Fob 62 e
BPED: 27 Feb 62
ETS: 3 Sep 67
EDCSa: 9 Sep 64




HELDQUARTERS
5TH SPECILL FORCES CGROU: (LIRBCRNE), 1ST SIBCILL FORCES
Fort Bragg, Yorth Carclina, 28307

GLNERAL CRDER 12 Lug 64
NUMBER 3e

TC 321 LWARD OF THE GOCD CCNIUCT MEDAL-~ann is made of the fol awd
for excmplary behavior, cfficiency and fidelity for the period indic

GOCD CUNDUCT MELKL ( SECCND LWLRD )

KEETON, JLMDS H R414586713 SS6 86 ( 17 iug 61 to 16 Lug 64) Co C
GLINCUS, HENRY W JR R.14145920 SFC E7 { 27 Jul 61 to 26 Jul 64) Co C
H(‘.RRISC-N, RCBERT E RA11342864 SSG E6 (12 Jul 61 to 11 Jul 64 ) Co A
BENNEPT, HiRCID G RA18542931 SGT B5 (23 Jul 61 to 22 Jul 64) Co B
LLLISCN, ELRL R:53085918 SP6 E6 ( 7 4ug 61 to 6 Lug 64) uvn Co
RUSSEL, BCDBY, Ra19619524 SSG E6 ( 18 hug 61 to 17 Lug 64) Co A

&l

GOCD CCNDUCT MEDAL ( THIRD AWLRD )

s
i

CAMBRA, JUHN JR RA21294690. SGT ES (2 Jul 61 to 1 Jul 64) HFC
GRLVES, LYLE E Ra32446351 SSG I6 éﬂ Jul 61 to 10 Jul 64) EHC
CCUMCR, JiCK W RL13519413 SSG E6 (15 Jud 61 to 14 Jul 64) Co &
KING, JiMES W RA41T264574 SFC E7 (31 4ug 61 to 30 Lug 64) Co A

GOCD CUNDUCT MEDLL ( FUUDTH LWLRD )
CCOFER, RUDCLIH W RL3213/5684 SSG E6 { 15 Jul 61 to 14 Jul 64) Co C
PRICE, FiED J RA36459899 ISG BB (30 Jul 61 to 29 Jul 64) Co B
TINDELL, RUSH R RA193%8292 SGM 59 ( 2 Jul 61 to t Jul €4) Co C
DCHLID, RUBERT C RA420118620 SFC E7 ( 11 Lug 61 to 10 Lug 64 ) Co &

F(R TEE CCMMLIDER:

OFFI_CI&L STANIEY HYRUSKI
~ Iejor Infantry
' \ Ld jutant
ld \l f
\4\ I
1zl F w&ba’
CWC W3 LGC

Asst Adjutant

LISTRIDUTICON:
3 Ba indiv concerned
5 Ba Compamy conccrned
70 U, S5th SFG (ADN)
GC 38 (1, ATTN: ErilS-S

..

L 2



L=

L
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CERTIFICATE OF CLEARANCE AND/OR SECURITY DETERMINATION UNDER EO 10450

(AR 604-5 or SR 620-220-1)

PART | - BASIC INFORMATION

FROM: (Originating headquarters)

HEADQUARTERS US ARMY SPECIAL WARFARE CENTER

DO SSIER NUMBER

AATO0590

L AST NAME - FIRST NAME - MIDDLE NAME

BENNETT, Harold George

MILITA
GRADE

RY OR CIVILIAN

E-5.

SERVICE OR SOCI AL
SECURITY NUMBER

RA 13 542 931

DATE OF 31RTH (Day, Month,
Year)

16 Oct 4O

PLACE OF BIRTH (City, county, slale, country)

Thornburg, Arkansas

CIVILIAN 303 TiTLE (If any)

N/A

PART Il - SECURITY CLEARANCE

DATE INVESTIGATION COM-
PL ETED (Day, month, year)

6 Dec 63

TYPE OF INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED

Background Investigation

AGENCY OR COMMAND WHICH CONDUCTED
INVESTIGATION

Hgs, Third US Army

¥ ¥GECRET***

HIGHEST CLASSIFICATION OF INFORMATIO
AUTHORIZED (Top Secret, Secret, Contidential)

TO WHICH ACCESS IS

DATE INTERIM CLEARANCE
GRANTED (Day, month, year)

N/A

DATE FINAL CLEARANCE
GR AN TED (Day, month, year)

24 July 1964

PART 1I} - SECURITY DETERMINATION UNDER EO 10450 (CIVILIAN EMPLOYEES ONLY)

DATE INVESTIGATION COM-
PLETED (Day, month, year)

TYPE OF INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED

AGENCY OR COMMAND WHICH CONDUCTED

INVESTIGATION

SENSI

TIVE POSITION

NON-SENSITIVE POSITION

[] cHECK AND COMPLETE PARTS I, Il AND V

[CJ CHECK AND COMPLETE PARTS I, [Il AND V

PART IV - REMARKS

FINAL CLEARANCE

PART V - PREPARING OFFICIAL

ORGANIZATION

HEADQUARTERS US ARMY
SPECIAL WARFARE CENTER

PLACE

Fort Bragg, North Carolina 28307

DATE

24 July 1964

TYPED NAME, GRADE AND SERVICE NUMBER

SIGNATURE

[[JoTHER

FOR THE COMMANDE
WILLIAM P. YARBOROUGH, MAJ GEN, USA, 020362 : M/
Commanding
DISTRIBUTION (AR 604-5 or SR 620-220-1 as appropriate)
A MILITARY 201 FILE OR OFFICIAL CIVILIAN PERSONNEL FILE S E, HNG
@ COUNTERINTELLIGENCE RECORDS FACILITY 1st Lt, AIS

Actg Asst Adj Gen

RECORDS OF INTERIM CLEARANCE WILL NOT BE FORWARDED TO DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY; SEE AR 604-5.

ey

DA =¥.873

REPLACES EDITION OF 1| MAY 62 WHICH 1S OBSOLETE.



. LAST NAME - FIRST NAME - MIDDLE N = (Print or type) TO BE FI' D IN BY ISSUING AUTHORITY
' DATE OF ISSUE IRATION DATE CARD SERIAL NUMBER
8 Jun 6l 21 Aug 67 |1037945L
3. HOME PHONE 4. OF FICE PHONE 5. DATE OF APPLICA-
. TION
75134 8 Jun 64
6. CHECK. TYPE OF CARD DESIRED 7. CHECK REASON FOR REQUESTING CARD
£ bp Form 24 INITIAL ISSUE CHANGE OF IDENTIFICATION OR GRADE
DD FORM 24 (Res) - |REPLACE LOST CARD TRANSFER TO RESERVE COMPONENTS
DD FORM 24 (Ret) REPLACE MUTILATED CARD RETIREMENT (Specify type)
DD FORM 489 EXPIRATION
DD FORM 528 AAREENLISTMENT OTHER (Specify)
DA FORM 1093 CORRECT AN ERROR WHICH CARD WAS LOST (Continue in “Remarkern - WOER
DA FORM 1602 ENTRY ON ACTIVE DUTY
OTHER (Specify) FOR MORE THAN 30 DAYS
8. GRADE (See reverse) 9. SERVICE NUMBER 10. DATE OF BIRTH 11, WEIGHT 12. HEIGHT
Gl 17 Cotolen 1540 152 =1oon
14. COLOR OF EYES 15. BLOOD TYPE 16. EXPIRATION TERM OF SERVICE OR OBLIGATION
IOV s (&n’f—fﬁ-edff?onz?@? ?

FOR CARDS OTHER THAN DD FORM 2A, DD FORM 2A (Res) AND DD FORM 2A (Ret)

17. SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER |18. STATUS (DA Fomm 1602 only) 19. sex (DA Form 1602 only) 20. RELIGION (DD Form 489 only)

{DA Form 1602 only)
21, ASSIMILATED GRADE Z2. POSITION TITLE 23, UNIT, SECTION, SRANCH OR ACTIVITY/COMMAND OR SERVICE

(DD Form 489 only) . {DD Form 489 and PA Fomm 1095) {DA Forn 1602 and DA Form 1095 only) N
st WITV SIGNATYRE OF LICANT

st Lt.o~AGC, Asst Adjutant 775’D
&upr F CARD 1S JACKN OWL EDBED (Signature) DATE ACKNOWL EDG ED
A S JodE Lo
FORM 428 PREVIOUS EDITIONS OF THIS APPLICATION FOR IDENTIFICATION CARD
l FEB 60 FORM ARE OBSOLETE. (AR 606-5)




U S iEMY RECRUITING MAIN 3TATION
201 West Cabarrus Street
Raleigh, North Carolina 27602

SPECIAL ORDERS 22 May 1964
NUMBER 102 EXTRiCT

5. TC 124, Following indiv enl/reenl Ri this station on EDCSA and
APPOINTED ynder the provisions of paragraph 20 iR 601-210 to temporary grads
as indic. -Eff on EDCS. indiv RE.SSIGNED brganization indicated.
TDN. 2142010 .01-1161 -1162-1163-1165-1167 P1511 $99-999.

BENNETT, HLROLD G. RA18542931 SGT ES 112.67
isg to: 82daaG /Adm Co, Ft Bragg, NC
Fur asg: N
WP date: 22 May 64
Cl rept date: Na
Temp gr-DCR: Cpl B4 22 May 6h
Perm gr-DOR: Sgt B5 22 May 64
Total Mo C3: 5. Mo
Lv data: 5 days
Crs (Title-no-wks): Ni
STN:  Ni
ACN: U-8704-64 -
PCS (sDC): 43
No yrs svc for pay grade E5: 6
Luth: AR 601220 & En Cir 614-14 & VO Chief QPO 22 May 64
£DC: 3 yrs
BPED: 19 4pr 58
B4ASD: 22 May 58
DROS: 21 Sep 63
ETS: 21 May 67
EDCSA (enl/reenl): 22 May 6h
EDCS4 (to first dy sta): 26 May 64
Rept dy sta: NLT 28 May 64
Sp Instr: TF. w/one (1) days travel time.

TOR THE COMMANDER:

L e
/OﬁééﬁkL;é;[(/’i%kﬁfﬁ;i,
/~"/ KENNETH C. CASON
— Capt, USAF
Adjutant

DISTRIBUTION:

15 - Indiv Indic
5 ~ 824 4G i4dm Co. Pt Bragg, NC
3 - Central Files



B2d AG

idmin Co, 't Bragg, NG

ENLISTMENT RECORD - ARMED FORCES OF THE UNITED STATES

Form Approved
Budget Bureau No. 27-R0I§

Bennett,

1 LAST NAME - FIRST NAME - MIDDL E NAME

Harold George

2. SERVICE NUMBER

RA 18 Sh2 931

3 SEX

Msle

4. RACE

Cau

CODING
COLUMN

5. M ERISICAL CAT- MENTAL TEST DATA
PHYSICAL
AND TEST SCORE GROUP
MENTAL
- -
A AFQT7H 67 | II

Ferryville

. HOME ADDRESS (No. and stroet, or turel route. !f none so state; City, Town or PO, County and Stats)

Perry, Arkansas

RS,

7. PLACE OF ENLISTMENT

Ralei,

ch, NC

8. DATE ENLISTED

22 May 6L

Regul=sy A

" EpITEL(P)

12. AUTHORITY FOR GRADE

13,

INITIAL ASSIGNMENT

9. FOR SERVICE IN (Give Armed Force and Component)

RIENL-RA

10. NO. YEARS
TO SERVE

“ParlyY. TTEST %10

HA

RECEIPT CARD (Form I-151) NUMBER

>
Spt ES(T) | Par20, tR601-2 None DA Cir 61h-lh
DECLARATION OF APPLICANT
15, OATE OF BIRTH 16. PLACE OF BIRTH (Clty and State) 17. COLOR OF 18 s HEIGHT | b WEIGNHT 19. cimzen [3ves]_Jno
IF NO, LAWFULLY ADMIT-
DAY MONTHMH YEAR EYES HAIR TED FOR PERMANENT
RESIDENCE
16 | Oct | WO Trhornturg, Ark Broun|Frown| €9 176 [ves  Owo
20. {F NATURALIZED, GIVE DATE, PLACE AND COURT OF JURISDICTION 21 NATURALIZATION OR ALIEN REGISTRATION {22 MARITAL STATIS

>

Single

23. NUMBER, RELATIONSHIP AND AGE_OF PERSONS DEPENDENT ON YOU FOR SUPPORT T

HeR

3
Yone X
24, CIVILIAN EDUCATION {Yeara completed in sach. Give kind of degrse, if any)
. GRAMMAR b, HIGK 5CHOOL c. COLLEGE d. OTHER CIVILIAN SCHOOLS AYTENDED
YEARS [GRADUATED |YEARS | GRADUATED [YEARS | GRADUATED | DEGREE MAJOR SUBJECTS YEARS [GRADUATED] DEGREE WAJOR SUBJECTS
YES [MO YES [NO YES [NO YES [mO
8|x h | x Nane Ncne
25.8. MAIN CIVILIAN OCCUPATION b YEARS AND MONTHS C.AVERAGE WEEKLY
EMPLOYED WAGE
one s
2.6 REGSTERED €. CLASSIFICATION d SELECTIVE SERVICE BOARD RUMBER AND ADDRESS (Cify, County end State)
- FOB SSYVC NUMBER
YES NO =
x 3 53 | ho |18 IvV-A 53, Perryville, Perry, Ark.

[Cves [Fno

27. HAVE YOU EVER BEEN ARRESTED, CHARGED, OR HELD BY FEDERAL, STATE, OR OTHER L AW ENFORCEMENT AUTHORITIES FOR ANY VIOLATION OF ANY FED-
ERAL LAW, STATE LAW, COUNTY OR MUNICIPAL LAW, REGULATION OR ORDINANCET?
tions.} (Prior service perecnne! consider only period since lant active service)

IF YES, GIVE DETAILS. (Do nof include minos tralfic viola-

ULAR x

28. HAVE YOU EVER BEEN CONVICTED OF A FELONY OR ANY OTHER OFFENSE, OR ADJUDICATED A YOUTHFUL OFFENDER OR JUVENILE DELINQUENT {Inciuding
violations of local ordinances)? [__JYEs [XJNO )F YES, GIVE DETAILS. (Prior service peraonne! consider only those convictions & adjudicstions since last active umco)

/cB

X

29. HAVE YOU EVER BEEN IMPRISONED UNDER SENTENCE OF ANY COURT? [_JYES [XINO IF YES, GIVE DETAILS. (Prior service porsbanel consider only those im-
prisonments since last active service)

HCE x

30. ARE YOU NOW OR HAVE YOU EVER BEEN ON SUSPENDED SENTENCE, PAROL
(Prior service pereonne! consider only period since Iast active service,

£, PROBATION, OR ARE YOU AWAITING FINAL ACTION/AONKCHARGES AGAINST YOU? [ JvEs [XNO

VA

CRABLE CONDITIO
REASONS? YES

31, HAVE YOU EVER BEEN REJECTED FOR ENLISTMENT OR INDUCTION IN ANY OF THE ARMED FORCES OR BEEN DISCHARGED FROM PREVIOUS SERVICE UNDER OTHER THAN HON-

S, UNDER PERSONNEL SECURITY REGULATIONS OR BY REASON OF UNSUITADILITY OR UNDESIRABLE HABITS OR TRAITS OF CHARACTER, OR FOR MEDICAL

NO

IF YES, GIVE SERVICE, DATE, PLACE AND CAUSE.,

LS x

PRIOR SERVICE

SPN 201
ETS

£

32,
i DATE OF ENL, OATE OF 'Time .
I R I L et Ll I T Bt = T I B
Army RA |RA18542931 | TDec60 [6Dec63 Hon |AR635-200 BSgt [112.67) O | DD 21}
T

None

34, RESERVE COMMISSIONED STATUS (Service, grade and SN now held)

6

0

33, PRIOR ROTC OR CADET TRAINING (Years - Type Unit)~ 35 TOTAL SERVICE
No’]e ACTIVE INACTIVE
YEARS MONTYHS DAYS YEARS MONTMS DAYS

i

36, TO THE BEST OF YOUR KNOWLEDGE AND BELIEF. ARE YOU NOW SOUND AND wEx_utu:s TJno IF NO. GIVE DETAILS

-

REMARKS

None

FORM
locT 63

D

PREVIOUS EDITIONS OF TH!S FORM ARE OBSOLETE.

,To be initialed by enlistee where X sppears.




. | know that if | secure my enfistment by means of any false stalement, willful misrepresentation or concealment as to my qualifications for enlistment, | am fiable to trial by court madial
ot discharge for traudulent enlistment, and that if rejected because of any disqualification known and concealed by me, | will not be fumished retum transpostation to place of acceptance, |
have read of had explained to me Par 13, AR 604-10 (aot applicsble to Air Force Personneiy Which sets forth the criteria (reasons) for discharge and types of discharge, and cestify that |

I HAVE HAVE NEVER (check one) enpaged'in disloyal or subversive activities as defined therein. | undeistand that | am expected to be available for order to active duty at any
time during enlistment in event of a mobilizalion o emergency requiring any setvices. | understand that if | am ordered to active duty | will be given a physical examination and may be
discharged if found physically disqualified on that examination. | certify that | ) am @ AM NOT (check one) now drawing ietired pay from the govemment of the United States. | further
certify that § [ AM AM NOT (check one) now drawing a pension, disability allowance, or disability compensation from the government of the United States. | declare that | am not now

a member of any of the Afifed Forces army, Air Force, Navy, Marine Comps or Coast Guard) OF any feserve components thereof in active, inactive, reserve, of relired status unless so indicated
and explained by me; that the foregoing questions and answers therelo have been read to me; that my answers have been correctly recorded and are true in all respects and that | fully understand
the conditions under which | am eniisting.

GIVEN _IPlace of acceptance) DATE OF ACCEPTANCE

/' Raleigh,NC Lo 22 May 6)

sl NA, URE OF WITNES%NGMC, Middle Name, Las ) SIGNATURE OF/ APPLICAN T AFirst Name, Middle Name, Last Na,
£ % ’ 7 S A 7/ X )
A2 . w Y { AN - ; v . Vo A .

- et oA gy, U8 Lz “VL/ . ]i/

39, REMARKS(FD;,:‘use by the Enlinir_\é/o!!icer) ” a. DATE OD FORM 53
A N P - . R 13 REED
Citizenship verified from DD 21, o "8 Hey

i
VERIFIED AT &Y (Sirrsture of Enlisting Otficer) /y GRADE AND ORGANIZATIGN OF ENLISTING OFFICER (=
RS, fgleigh,NC ' CAPT ,USAF, BMS R aleigh,NC

40. A OATH OF ENLISTMENT (For service in National Guard or Air National Guard)
STATE OF- .. _ 58 . g
CITY, TOWN OR COUNTY—~_ PN

1 do hereby acknowledge to ha\vewoluptari]y enlisted this day of J , 19 in th? (Army) (A,',)5
National Guard of the Stete of T s and as a Reserve of the (Army) (Air Force)5 with Tship in»the (Army Naliﬁnal Guard of the
United States) (Air National Guard of the United States) 5 fox:\pfriod\of ¢ wons ﬁrescribed by Ia'\\o‘z, unless sooner
discharged by proper authorty. : == YEARS - MON Tﬁ’/M

1 ‘;,, 'dofqig\r;nly swear (or affirm) that | will suppont andivdefend the Constitution of the

FIRS5Y NAME, MIDDLE NAME, LAST NAME e e o - .

United States and of the State of e against all enemies, fo;iﬁ‘md,dgmesuc; that [ wi:l'li-. bear true faith and allég;ance
to them; and that [ will obey the orders of the President of the United States and the Go;mor of - ‘\\\\ ‘ and the
orders of the officers appoinlgg],over 'r?.e‘, according to law, regulations, and the Uniform Code of Military Justice. So Help me God. \\‘\\\ T !

/ ’ \';.\\; . ‘
T . N . 4
/ SIGNATURE (Firs! Nemo, Middle Name, L #et Name) . ’

a1 OATH OF ENLISTMENT (For service in Regular Army, Regular Air Force, Army Reserve, or Air Force Reserve) : i
. . {
STATE OF North Carolina - ss. : : ,
CITY, TOWN, OF MILITARY POST Raleigh
L2 H oo +t, , do hereby acknowledge to have voluntagly enlisted, undér the conditions prescibed

FIRST NAME. MIDOLE NAME, LAST NAME
1

bylaw bis?____ D@ deyof A7 96 mte _ United States Army
7 i 2 H ; ;
for a pedod of ihx!e e {2 ) /2 ﬁ/ x years unless sooner discharged by proper authority; and ], do solemnly swear (Or
V77" WORDS AND FIGOR

Affirm) that I will support end defend the Constitution of theﬁited States against all enemies, foreign and domestic; that | will bear true faith and a]llegiance to th same; and

. )
regulstions, and the Uniform Code ofiMilitary

/Zéﬂ/\ﬂf/gvo?@g’/

- F -
SIGNATURE (Fifst Name, Middle n.ﬁ—l_\.u Neme;

that ] will obey the orders of the President of the United States and the orders of the officers appointed oyer me, accordin

x R

f

Justice. So help me God.

az. CONFIRMATION OF ENLISTMENT N

F.

The above oath was subscribed and duly sworn to before me this? 22d day of Hay i : 19 ﬂ|

This enlistee was minutely inspected by me prior o subscribing 10 the oath, and was found to be entirely sober and in full ;osscssion of all mencal Eaculties.
To the best of my judgmenr and belief, enlistee fulfills all legal requirements, and in enlisting this applicant, 1 have strictdy observed the regulations goveming
such enlistment. The above oath, as filled in, was read to the applicant prior to subscribjag thereto. 1 A L

TYPED NAME, GRADE AND ORGANIZATION OF ENLISTING OFFICER SIGNA F ENLISTING
TH “ON, CAPT,USAF,R¥S,RALEIGH N ij
Py

AY v
J/ To be initisled by enlistee where " X' appesrs. Anature must be identical with that subscribed to Declaration of Afjplicant.
2/ Carefully compare with the name at top of page |. 3/ Delete one.
3/ The dates in oath and confirmation must be the same day. 6/ Specily period in years, months and days. .

S, LITTLE

T U.S GOYERNMENE




STATEMENT ‘ERSONAL HISTORY

INSTRUCTIONS: Read the certification at the end of this questionnaire before entering the required data. Print or type all
answers. All questions and state nents must be completed. If the answer is “None,” so state. Do not misstate or omit material
fact since the statements made herein are subject to verification. If more space 1s needed, use the Remarks sechon, item 20, and
attach additional sheets if necessary. The information entered hereon is for official use only and will be maintained in confidence.

1. {(Print) FIRST NAME—MIODLE NAME--MAIDEN NAME (I any)—LAST NAME ]
MR. 2 STATUS
®} mrs.
COimiss Kareld George Semmett CIVILIAN I 1:[ MILIYARY ON ACTIVE DUTY
3. ALIAS(ES). NICKNAME(S). OR CHANGES IN NAME (Other than by marriage) 4, PERMANENT MAILING ADDRESS -

»
5. DATE OF BIRTH (Day, month, year) PLACE OF BIRTH (City, County, State, and ':,oun try)

L Net LD Thopnhory L Lk an
RAEE HEIGHT WEIGHT COLOR OF EYES oF SCARS. PHYSICAL DEFECTS. DIST,NGU'SHING ARKS
- 5 :
}_Pv:w’ éf 1 Q Dyorgrr Spo R L t (Te) }1ne”
6. DO YOU HAVE A HISTORY OF MENTAL (\"ERVOUS DISORDERS7 D YES gVNO ARE YOU NOW OR HAVE YOU EVER BEEN ADDICTED TO E USE OF HABIT FORMING DRUGS SUCH AS
NARCOTICS OR BARBITURATESY [ ] YES g NO  ARE YOU NOW OR € YOU EVER BEEN A CHRONIC USER TO EXCESS OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES? [ ] YES £] NO  IF THE
ANSWER TO ANY OF THE ABOVE IS "YES.™ PLAIN IN ITEM 20,
S
7. U. 8 NATIVE IF NATURALIZED, CERTIFICATE NO. IF DERIVED. PARENTS' CERTHFICATE NO(S) DATE, PLACE. AND COURT
CITIZEN
x YES
& -
ALIEN REGISTRATION NO NATIVE COUNTRY DATE AND PORT OF ENTRY DO YOU INTEND TO BECOME
O AU.S CITIZEN
YES 1 [ NO
8. MILITARY SERYICE
ARE YOU PRESENTLY ON ACTIVE DUTY IN THE U. S. ARMED FORCES DRAWING FULL PAY? Q YES D NO IF ""YES,” COMPLETE THE FOLLOWING:
GRADE AND SERVICE NO. SERVICE AND COMPONENT ORGANIZATION AND STATICN DATE CURRENT ACTIVE
SERVICE STARTED
bt e Y LE i3 g i
Sat E5 BAILS).2G3] Ay TA fp A Atk SFG, FL Fragg, RC 7 Dee 60
ARE YOU PRESENTLY A MEMBER OF A U S. RESERVE OR NATIONAL GUARD ORGANIZATION? D YES @NO IF "YES." COMPLETE THE FOLLOWING:
GRADE AND SERVICE NO. SERVICE AND COMPONENT ORGANIZATION AND STATION OR UNIT AND LOCATION
L]
L HAVE YOU PREVIOUSLY SERVED TOURS OF EXTENDED ACTIVE DUTY, DRAWING FULL PAY FROM WHICH YOU WERE DISCHARGED OR SEPARATED TO CIVILIAN STATUS? @ YES D NO
\( N IF ""YES.”' COMPLETE THE FOLLOWING:
\ CCUNTRY SERVICE COMPONENT FROM (Date) T0 (Da te) TYPE DISCHARGES OR SEPARATIONS—GRADE AND SERVICE NO
[ISA hree B Eovk7 | AWowAy | Yopoarabhle BS RAIRALPGRY
\\
& . . g .y - - -
(}\ 9. EDUCATION (Account for ail civilian schools and military academies. Do not include service schools)
MONTH AND YEAR GRADUATE
NAME AND LOCATION OF SCHOOL DEGREE
FROM— 10— YES NO
-
10. FAMILY (List rn order given, parents, spouse, guardians, stepparents, foster parents, parents-in-law, former spouse(s) (;f divorced give date
and place), children, brothers and sisters, even though deceased. Include any others you resided ‘with or with whom a close relationship
ﬁ’ existed or exssts. If the person js not a U. S. citizen by birth, give date and port of entry, alien segistration number, naturalization certificate
: number and place of fssuance.) . -
. CITY
RELATION AND NAME DATE AND PLACE OF BIRTH PRESENT ADDRESS. IF LIVING Y”- S. CITIZEN
. €S NO
FATHER
Yo change
MOTHER (Maiden name)
-
SPOUSE (Maiden name)
17 OTHER (Specify)
—
—

Exception 10 Standard Form 86

D D FORM 3 9 8 PREVIOUS EDITIONS ARE OBSOLETE
1 MAY 55 Approved by Burcau of the Budget June 1960




—_—

i OTHER RELATIVES AND ALIEN FRIENDS LIVING IN FOREIGN COUNTRIES (List grandparents, first cousins, aunts, uncles,

brothers- and sisters-in-law, and other persons with whom a close relationship existed or exists)

RELATIONSHIP AND NAME AGE | OCCUPATION ADDRESS CITIZENSHIP
Kone
S—_—
12. FOREIGN TRAVEL (Other than as a direct result of United States military duties)
DATES
COUNTRY VISITED PURPOSE OF TRAVEL
FROM— To—
Himme
— ]
13. EMPLOYMENT (Show every employment you have had and all periods of unemployment)

MONTH AND YEAR

FROM— TO—

NAME AND ADDRESS OF EMPLOYER

NAME OF IMMEDIATE
SUPERVISOR

REASON FOR LEAVING

Date S

DID ANY OF THE ABOYE EMPLOYMENTS

GOVERNMENT, FIRM, OR AGENCY?

REQUIRE A SECURITY CLEARANCE? [JKYES [] NO DO YOU HAVE
ANY FOREIGN PROPERTY OR BUSINESS CONNECTIONS, OR HAVE YOU EVER BEEN EMPLOYED BY A FOREIGN
[J YES [XNOC HAVE YOU EVER BEEN REFUSED BOND? [} YES
(OO IF THE ANSWER TO ANY OF THE ABOVE IS "YES,” EXPLAIN IN ITEM 20.

SOCIAL SECURNTY NO.

Ko change

" CREDIT AND CHARACTER REFERENCES (Do not include relatives, former employers, or persons living outside the
United States or its Territories.
NAME YEARS STREET AND NUMBER ciTY STATE OR
(List 3 credit and 5 character) KNOWN (Business address preferred ) TERRITORY
= LYY rvin 6 R ) e e
2| First Natdional Bamk i Killeen Tex
O ¢ ; -
flowd Gardper 10 _
] a2lson 22
(-4 N -
g1 Alvin Wright 16
§ Morel YW=llsgses 22 — e _
& [lohn B I
Iegnard Tovell 221 e




15 LIST ALL RESIDENCES FROM 1 JANUARY 18,
MONTH AND YEAR )
prow — STREET AND NUMBER CITYy STATE OR COUNTRY
Faeb 62| Jan 63 | OPE - 24 Anrored Diy Ft, Loed Texas

|_Jan 63| Date | OPR ~ SWC Ft Bragg

PAST AND/OR PRESENT MEMBERSHIP IN ORGANIZATIONS

TYPE MEMBERSHIP
NAME AND ADDRESS OFFICE HELD

(Social, frarernal, professional, etc.) FROM— To—

M

17

YES NO
X ARE YOU NOW OR HAVE YOU EVER BEEN A MEMBER OF THE COMMUNIST PARTY U. S_ A OR ARY COMMUNIST ORGANIZATIONS ANYWHERE?
x ARE YOU NOW OR HAVE YOU EVER BEEN A MEMBER OF A FASCIST ORGANIZATION?
ARE YOU NOW OR HAVE YOU EVER BEEN A MEMBER OF ANY ORGANIZATION, ASSOCIATION. MOVEMENT, GROUP OR COMBINATION OF PERSONS WHICH ADVOCATES THE
x OVYERTHROW OF OUR CONSTITUTIONAL FORM OF GOVERNMENT, OR WHICH HAS ADOPTED THE POLICY OF ADVOCAT ING OR APPROVING THE COMMISSION OF ACTS OF FORCE
OR VIOLENCE TO DENY OTHER PERSONS THEIR RIGHTS UNDER THE CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES. OR WHICH SEEKS TO ALTER THE FORM OF GOVERNMENT OF
THE UNITED STATES BY UNCONSTITUTIONAL MEANS?
ARE YOU NOW OR HAVE YOU EVER BEEN AFFILIATED OR ASSOCIATED WITH ANY ORGANIZATION OF THE TYPE DESCRIBED ABOVE AS AN AGENT. OFFICIAL, OR EMPLOYEE?
X
ARE YOU NOW ASSOCIATING WITH, OR HAVE YOU ASSOCIATED WITH ANY INDIVIDUALS. INCLUDING RELATIVES, WHO YOU KNOW OR HAVE REASON TO BELIEVE, Aﬁt OR
HAVE BEEN MEMBERS OF ANY OF THE ORGANIZATIONS IDENTIFIED ABOVE?
x
HAVE YOU EVER ENGAGED IN ANY OF THE FOLLOWING ACTIVITIES OF ANY ORGANIZATION OF THE TYPE DESCRIBED ABOVE: CONTRIBUTION(S) TO, ATTENDANCE AT OR
x PARTICIPATION IN ANY ORGANIZATIONAL, SOCIAL. OR OTHER ACTIVITIES OF SAID ORGANIZATIONS OR OF ANY PROJECTS SPONSORED BY THEM: THE SALE. GIFT, OR DIS-
TRIBUTION OF ANY WRITTEN, PRINTED. OR OTHER MATTER, PREPARED, REPRODUCED. OR PUBLISHED. BY THEM OR ANY OF THEIR AGENTS OR INSTRUMENTALITIES?

IFYES. DESCRIBE THE CIRCUMSTANCES. ATTACH ADDITIONAL SHEETS FOR A FULL DETAILED STATEMENT. IF ASSOCIATED WiTH ANY OF THE ABOVE ORGANIZATIONS. SPECIFY NATURE
AND EXTENT OF ASSOCIATION WITH EACH. INCLUDING OFFICE OR POSITION HELD. ALSO INCLUDE DATES, PLACES. AND CREDENTIALS NOW OR FORMERLY HELD. IF ASSOCIATIONS HAVE
BEEN WITH INDIVIDUALS WHO ARE MEMBERS OF THE ABOVE ORGANIZAT IONS, THEN LIST THE INDIVIDUALS AND THE ORGANIZATIONS WITH WHICH THEY WERE OR ARE AFFILIATED.

18. HAVE YOU EVER BEEN DETAINED. HELD. ARRESTED. INDICTED OR SUMMONED INTO COURT AS A DEFENDANT IN A CRIMINAL PROCEEDING. OR CONVICTED, FINED. OR IMPRISONED OR
PLACED ON PROBATION, OR HAVE YOU EVER BEEN ORDERED TO DEPOSIT BAIL OR COLLATERAL FOR THE VIOLATION OF ANY LAW. POLICE REGULATION OR ORDINANCE (excluding
minor traflic violations for which a fine or forfeiture of §15, or Iess was imposed)t INCLUDE ALL COURT MARTIALS WHILE IN MILITARY SERVICE. D YES NO
IF “'YES.” LiST THE DATE, THE NATURE OF THE OFFENSE OR VIOLATION, THE NAME AND LOCATION OF THE COURT OR PLACE OF HEARING. AND THE PENALTY IMPOSED OR OTHER
DISPOSITION OF EACH CASE.




19. ARE THERE ANY INCIDENTS IN YOUR LIFE NOT MENTIONED HEREIN WHICH MAY REFLECT UPON YOUR LOYALTY TO THE UNITED STATES OR UPON YOUR SUITABILITY TO PERFORM
3 ves [CXno  1F ~YES.™ GIVE DETAILS

THE DUTIES WHICH YOU MAY BE CALLED UPON TO TAKE OR WHICH MIGHT REQUIRE FURTHER EXPLANATION?

20. REMARKS

Item 133 Required Seeret clearance as member of SF,
I heve conpleted a UD fori without qualiricstiom,
I certify that all entries listed hereon reflect sy and all changes that have

occurred since $ Feb 62,
42€4£;4QA§£21ﬁLL§4q[ /éil4d¢bléé

HAROLD GEORGE BEANETT Sgt ES RA18542%31

| CERTIFY THAT THE ENTRIES MADE BY ME ABOVE ARE TRUE. COMPLETE, AND CORRECT TO THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE AND BELIEF AND ARE MADE IN
} UNDERSTAND THAT A KNOWING AND WILLFUL FALSE STATEMENT ON THIS FORM CAN BE PUNISHED BY FINE OR JMPRISONMENT OR BOTH

GOOD FAITH.
(See U. S. Code, title 18, section 100])

DATE su;nnun OF PERSON CPWPLETING FORM /gjﬂ
SIGNATURE OF wrrnzs: W

TYPED NAME AND ADDRESSOF WITNESS men Phimps
CocA 6th SFG Ft Bragg. NG 5 4Ly

THIS SECTION TO BE COMPLETED BY AUTHORITY REQUESTING INVE(S/TIGATION

H

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DUTY ASSIGNMENT AND DEGREE OF CLASSIFIED MATTER (tfop secret, secret, efc.) TO WHICH APPLICANT WILL REQUIRE ACCESS

Aceess up to and including SECRET required. AR 580-15 requires BI,

RECORD OF PRIOR CLEARANCES
AGENCY THAT COMPLETED INVESTIGATION

TYPE OF CLEARANCE

2 Apr &2 Seoret

REMARKS,

DATE OF CLEARANCE
AA/HAC ]

U.S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 1960 O~573450




SERVICE RECORD

NAME AND SERVICE NUMBER THE LETTERING ON RUBBER STAMPS USED FOR THE
PURPOSE OF MAKING ENTRIES IN THE BODY OF THE
SERVICE RECORD WILL NOT BE LARGER THAN PICA
TYPEWRITER TYPE. THE SERVICE RECORD WILL NOT
BE FOLDED OR CREASED. FOR INSTRUCTIONS SEE AR

J BENNETT HAROLD 640-201.

T RA 18 5[12 931 RELIGIOUS PREFERENCE (If voluntarily given)

COVERING PERIOD (Inclusive)

FRO}Dec £0 " é 6 Dec 63

SECTION | - APPOINTMENTS, PROMOTIONS, OR REDUCTIONS

“ - GRADE DATE AUTHORITY DATE OF RANK
PFC E3 (P) | 7 Dec 60 AR 601-210 7 Dec 60
SGT ES (T) | 7 Dec 60 Par 5 SO 259 [SARMS LITTLE ROCK :RK 7 Lec AQ
SGT E-5 (P) |19 Jul 62 DA Cir 624-11 7 De¢ 60
SSGT BA (T) ][22 Uct A2 Par230AEH0AthSIG{sbn) 23 Cct 63 2% ot 63

SECTION 2 - REENLISTMENT AND/OR EXTENSION (Check appropriate box) OF ENLISTMENT DATA

RE- - .
ENLIST- EXTEN PLACE PERIOD DATE SIGNATURE OF RESPONSIBLE OFFICER

MENT SION .
A

SECTION 3 - RECORD OF INSERYT SHEETS ATTACHED (Enter each Section No. for which an insert sheet hac been attached)

FORM REPLACES DD FORMS 230, 230-A, 230-8, 230-C, 230-D (For Army use);
D 1 NOV B4 DA FORMS 24-A 2, 24-A-6, 24-A-8 AND 24-A-12, WHICH ARE OBSOLETE.



- SECTION 4 - CHRONOL OGICAL RECORD OF MILITARY SERVICE
DATE CON- | EFFi [INITIALS OF
M FROM TO t;;[:;z:%f’; UNIT AND STATION DUTY MOS DUCT |CIENCY P%F:_SFOlggEL
- 15 Dec 608f Apr 62 |REd Co lst ARB'Llst Inf rt Hood Tex | &7 ExdExe | o ew
— L e LIPY b0 USARERR — I e
v 0-Apr62 LstARBLLst Inf2dAD LLH Net AP0 129 Zbirede ok
“ 9 Apr 62 10 Apr 62| Enroute To USAREUR v v7
1 Apr 62 [19 Sep 62 |1stARB41stInf2dAD I&M Det APO 189 4% | Bxe [ Fxe | JgK

20 Sep 62| 20Sepb2  ENROUTE to CONUS

21Se b2 16Jan63 Co B,1stARB 41st Inf, Ft Hood, Texas | //!, b © [Exc |Exc ";//'

1 7Jand3 23 Jan 63 |Enroute to Ft Bragg, North Carolina .
23 Far 63 Co—ASFIG¢Abr FtBragz; K¢ I RS
23 Jzn 63 Cot SFTG(Abn)(60-8220-02)FtBragg KC | [ii.i%
& 18 Mar 63 ~ (CO trfd) fxe | = |AZ
19. Mar 62 | 97,163 CoA SFTG(Abn) (60-8220-02)FtBrageliC 1, 12 Byc Exe /é_./ .
104ul63 3Dec6H3 CoD7thSFG (Abn),1st5FFtBragegNC sl ixc| Exc | A7 A
@ 4Dec63 Sep Branch Pers Cen USAG (3155) v
- €Dect? | DISCEARGE
o d
“' i
£
»

Ay

o
.




SECTIOr 5 - SERVICE OUTSIDE CONTINENTAL UNITED STATES

7 N -~ -
W 407 (2l 30 Mo PzrC TOTFN

TN o+ AT

i NP G

PORT OF EMBARKATION DATE DEPARTED PORT OF DEBARKATION DATE ARRIVED FOR DUTY IN
5 | Frankfurt., Germany 10 Apr 62 | Germany
Frankfurt, Fermany 20_Sep A2 i 21 Sep 62 | CONUS ]
- —
SECTION 6 - TIME LOST UNDER SEC 6(c) APP 2b MCM 51 AND SUBSEQUENT TO NORMAL DATE ETS
FROM TO (Inc.) DAYS REASON FROM YO (Inc.) DAYS REASON
—
SECTION 7 - COMBAT RECORD
PARTICIPATED IN (Battle or Campaign) THEATER OF OPERATICN FROM TO
SECTION 8 - WOUNDS RECEIVED THROUGH ENEMY ACTION
BRIEF DESCRIPTION DATE BRIEF DESCRIPTION DATE
SECTION 9 - MEDALS, DECORATIONS, AND CITATIONS
(Enter in this section any medals, decorationa, and citations, whether or not addition al compeansation results)
MEDALS, ETC. AUTHORITY s PLACE AND DATE PRESENTED
P/ S 4 B 7. P/ A AR e = #4 A QA L L T L £ i
EXP OJF IR 70T P AN EI 7N F Vil WAVL/ PR N A S Ll oy B =7 17’;‘}/
Y .;A"? Av""f‘ i ’)A R ;‘1
Lol o ‘

LR Kt

EXP (Rifle Ml Cal.30

Parlo055 , HolstARBAlotlnf 17Ded62

S smer { Fosroc ) | so#e

CTSFG (o) LA S

Fy Haood, Texas 26Apr 61G30 Pl 'zz_)

b

2. Buses)




SECTION 10 - REMARKS

< 4 G727 i Y RN
6DecbHb? DISCEARGE AR £35-200 37N 20177
Eligible for Reenlistient Ro=li

SECTION 11 - IDENTIFICATION OF INITIALS

NAME, GRADE AND ORGANIZATION (Typed or printed)

INITIALS

NAME, GRADE AND ORGANIZATION (Typed or printed)

INITIALS

0

RAIPH R HBANCOCK CWOW2 USA 502d Admn
W‘FE‘I’I’EBS

ON 11 ZdI:tAGGqust&RMIS'tIpf el

JOHN B SNYDEE CWO,W3, UbA «Hqa1

gtinf |
Vv Jd CFIDZTNQ}& S.*StLt Tnf,AcstAdgb]st

I 8.0 C -4 STWARCEN J
A. D. BR\)\'«'N CWGC W2 USASPWARCEN ﬁ
ROBERT C. RICE Captaim Inf 6th SFG |

AGPO : 1954 O - 321501




BEADQUARTFR:
XVIII AIRBOENE CORPS AND FORT BRAGG
Fort Bragg, N-rth Carolina

SPECTAL ORDERS
NUMBER 295 5 December 1963

L8, TC LO2. By order of S& fol indivs DISCHARGED eff on EDCSA. TDN. TFA,
PCS: 2142010 01-1761-62-63 P1517 S99-999,

GRAY ROBERT L KA52328664 SP4 EL P1 F911.10 5th Evac Hosp Ft Bragg, N.C.
Tvpe dinch: Honorable--DD Form 2564
Rsn {(disch): ETS
Auth: AR 635-200
HOR: Salem, W Va,

Perm adrs: Same

PL EAD: Kitzingen, Germany

Last perm dy sta: Ft Bragg, N.C.
LCLV: 18 days

SPN: 201 ETS

Comp: RA

£DCS4: 26Decb’

Sp Instr: MPV 1,

GANTT WARREN W RA115583810 SPA4 EL P321.67 Fld Opns Co 50th Sig Bn (4bn) Ft Eragg,
N.C.

Type disch: Henorakie—-DD Form 2564

Rsn (disch): ETS

Auth: AR 635-200

HCR: 2181 Beniteau Detroit, Mich.

Ferm ades: 4715 Sheridan St Detrcit, Mich.

YL EAD: Detroit, iiich. ’

Last perm dy .sta: Ft Bragg, N.C.

ACLV: 14 days

SPN: 201 ETS

Comp: RA -

EDCSA: %fech3

Sy Imstr: MPV 40,

MOBLEY SYLVESTER G Ra15213166 SPL E4 P774.10 Co A 34th QM Bn (GS) Ft EBragg, N.C.
Type disch: Honorable--DD Form 2564 '
Ran (disch): ETS
Auth: AR 635-200
HOR: 1403 Hillcrest St Yovngstown, Ohio
Perm adrs: Same
PL EiD:

Last perm dy sta: Ft Bragg. N.C.~
ACLV: 4O days ’

SPN: 201 ETS

Comp: RA

EDCSA: 9Dech3

Sp Instr: MPV 41.



m Par 48 SO 296 Hq XVIII ibn Corps and Fort Bragg, Ft Bragg, N.C. 5Decé3 con't,
-
ARROYO FELIPE A US51 L68Q12 FVT E2 P111.17 Co C 1lst ABG 325th Inf Ft Bragg, N.C.
! Type caisch: UEC--DD Form 2574
Ly Rsn (disch): Unsultabilty
- Luth: 4R 635-209
, HOR: 340 Snedcker Ave Brooklyn, N.Y.
ol | Pern adrs: 216-18 Bristol St Brooklyn 12, i.Y.
& PL EAD: New York, N.Y.
Last ngn dy sta Ft Bragg, N.C.
- ACLV: 25 days
s SPH: L6A
- Comp: AUS
, EDCSh: 9Decd3 ' . o
- Sp. Tnstr: PV 48, Far 9 iR 601-210 Appliecs!
- BEMNETT HARCLD G R..1E542931 SSGT ES Pil2.67 Co D 7th SFG (ibn) 1lst SF Ft Bragg,
I N.C. S ’ o .
??\ Type disch: Honorable--DD Forn 256
- - Rsn {disch): ETS
, futh: AR 635-200
" HOR: PO Bx 185 Ferryville, Ark,
- Perm adrs: Same
PL EiD: Little Rock, irk, o
. Labt perm dy sta: Pt Bragg, N.C.
B ACLV: 31 days
- SFN: 201 ETS
.. Comp: R~
" ELCSA: €Decs3
- S Instr: iFV 78,
QQ' : FCR THE COMMANDER:
- A
‘1 OFFICIAL: : EDVIARD P SMITH
- E Brigadier General, GS
- ] Chizf of Staff
.‘(\ 7 ‘ " )
[ / 1 .
ik ﬂ:s a mﬂs e
' 2nd It _nGC
o’ iast AG

T certify that the individuals whose names appear on this SO Extract have
been debricfed in accordance with Par Al AR 380-5."

DISTRIBUT IO : ,
3 Ba Unit concerned - ‘»\ .Y~{i
5 Ea Indiv concerned’ o s \\, (\\/ Y
20 LJBLG-A0 Cp' O WALTS
2 State .G Za State concerncd . 2nd Lt iGC ’
2 FEa CG US.. Corps ssst 4G

1 File 201 concerned
1 File Pers Cen Sep Branch
6 Post Den, Off




SSGT E~6 Bennett, Harold G

R 18 542 931

GRADE, LAST NAME - FIRST NAME - MIDDLE INITIAL & SERVICE NUMBER

PHYSICAL AND MENTAL STATUS
ON RELEASE FROM ACTIVE SERVICE

INSTRUCTIONS: Prepare in triplicate. Original and
duplicate to be given to individual concerned. Tripli-
cate to be filed in individual's DA Form 201.

DATE

L, December 1963

MENTAL STATUS

ACCOMPLISHED WITHIN 90 DAYS AFTER DATE OF SEPARATION.
CLASSIFICATION BATTERY ARE AS FOLLOWS:

coa- 102 MM - 100
cob- 98 A cL- 104
L - 86 6T- 102
M - 108 rc - None

ENLISTMENT OR RE-ENLISTMENT WITHOUT MENTAL RETEST |S AUTHORIZED PROVIDED ENLISTMENT OR RE-ENLISTMENT IS
YOUR RECORDED APTITUDE AREA SCORES OF THE ARMY

N - Hone
AE - None

LDate Tested:28Novb0

PHYSICAL STATUS

6 December 1663

YOUR PHYSICAL CONDITION ON

IS SUCH THAT YOU ARE CONSIDERED PHYSICALLY

(Date of Separation}

OF THE MILITARY SERVICE.

QUALIFIED FOR SEPARATION OR FOR REENLISTMENT WITHOUT RE-EXAMINATION PROVIDED YOU RE-ENLIST WITHIN 90 DAYS

AND STATE THAT YOU HAVE NOT ACQUIRED NEW DISEASES OR INJURIES DURING THE INTERVAL PERIOD WHEN NOT A MEMBER

YOUR PHYSICAL PROFILE AT DATE OF SEPARATION IS

111111 A

TYPED NAME, GRADE, AND ARM OR SERVICE OF PERS OFFICER

ROEERT C. RICE, Captain, Infantry,Adjutant

SIGNAT, -
Cdl,c o~

STATEMENTS OF PHYSICAL AND DEPENDERT STATUS AT TIME OF ENLISTMENT

HAS THERE BEEN ANY CHANGE IN YOUR PHYSICAL CONDITION SINCE YOU WERE SEPARATED?
[Jves [CJNo  (If yes, describe below.)

n

2

-

<

[

n

i

<

Q

)

>

I

o

HAS THERE BEEN ANY CHANGE IN YOUR DEPENDENT STATUS SINCE YOU WERE SEPARATED?
CJves [CINo  (If yes, describe below.)

w

D

+

<

[

w

+

z

u

(o]

z

w

a

w

[s]
TATE SIGNATURE

DA 051811

PREVIOUS EDITIONS OF THIS FORM ARE OBSOLETE. LN —564881
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R &
ALl s SEND: Insert NJA to the items below which are not opplicoble

1. LAST NAME - FIRST NAME - MIDDLE NAME 2. SERVICE NUMBER 30. GRADE, RATE OR RANK] b.DATE OF RANK {Doy, Month,
‘ . . o fem - 17 L
’ Rr 15 547 C%1 ) B Oot £
<
- 4, DEPARTMENT, COMPONENT AND S. PLACE OF BIRTH (Cily ond Stote or Couniry) 6. DAY MONTH YEAR
g DATE
S BRANCH L] C.u}&S < 4 ar 1€ o .
S 1 ARkY riburg, frk. A veth &7
«
z 7 a. RACE b. SEX . COLOR HAIR|d COLOR EYES|e. HEIGHT {{ WEIGHT 18. U.S. CITIZEN| 9. MARITAL STATUS
o | . . - - . [ - - o
2 | Caucasian ¥ele Brown Erown g 165 |Eves Uno Gingie
& 7
o- 100. HIGHEST CIVILIAN EDUCATION LEVEL b. MAJOR COURSE OR FIELD
AT AINED
figh schocl 4 yrs Gararsgl
110. TYPE OF TRANSFER OR DISCHARGE b. STATION OR INSTALLATION AT WHICH EFFECTED
RS e ate R e kg 1Y 4+ 3 K
o 7| DISCHARGE Fpt Br
O o
e w| & REASON AND AUTHORITY d. DAY MONTH YEAR
58| % g5 on e e | nee | €3
;i AR £35-200 DATE 4 e )
é 6 12. LAST DUTY ASSIGNMENT AND MAJOR COMMAND 13 0. CHARACTER OF SERVICE b. TYPE OF CERTIFICATE
L . ; - o s
ol Co It Tth SFG f.:~’*m,, ist &7 Ua00¥akg DY 2564

SELECTIVE
SERVICE
DATA

14. SELECTIVE SERVICE NUMBER

% Ferryvilie,

E

15. SELECTIVE SERVICE LOCAL BOARD NUMBER, CITY, COUNTY AND STATE 16.

Foom e
HYde

DATE INDUCTED
DAY MONTH YEAR

17. DISTRICT OR AREA COMMAND TO WHICH RESERVIST TRANSFERRED

wT

R e R

PLFN
18. TERMINAL DATE OF 19. CURRENT ACTIVE SERVICE OTHER THAN BY INDUCTION b. TERM OF |,
RESERVE OBLIGATION a. SOURCE OF ENTRY SERVICE DATE OF ENTRY
DAY MONTH YEAR A eNLISTED(First Enlistment] LIENLISTED (Prior Service] EJREENLISTED [Years) DAY  [MONTH YEAR
3T z By ~
Lig OotHer: 5 7 YEC £0
20. PRIOR REGL" AR ENLISTMENTS 21. GRADE. RATE OR RANK AT TIME OF| 22. PLACE OF ENTRY INTO CURRENT ACTIVE SERVICE (City and Stole)
= ENTRY INTO CURRENT, AGTIVE SERVICE o ot o
O DCE e tie Zock, ark,
23. HOME OF RECORD AT TIME OF ENTRY INTO ACTIVE SERVICE 24. STATEMENT OF SERVICE YEARS | MONTHS | DAYS
IC€icmcs DEN Min. Facintse mnd Simtal
e (1) NET SERVICE THIS PERIOD = r
CREDITABLE © ] G
FOR BASIC | (2) OTHER SERVICE z =
1 PAY =% -
25 a. SPECIALTY NUMBER AND |b. RELATED CIVILIAN OCCUPATION PURPOSES (3) TOTAL (line (1} + line (2}} A ?
JHUE AND D.O.T. NUMBER = .
< 57 b. TOTAL ACTIVE SERVICE 6 I's)
- ST A =
= JEEN « FOREIGN AND/OR SEA SERVI_CE/' H O 14
3 26. DECORATIONS, MEDALS, BADGES, COMMENDATIONS, CITATIONS AND CAMPAIGN RIBBONS AWARDED OR AUTHORIZED
>
(-4
w
(%)
27. WOUNDS RECEIVED AS A RESULT OF ACTION WITH ENEMY FORCES (Ploce ond date, if known)
28. SERVICE SCHOOLS OR COLLEGES, COLLEGE TRAINING COURSES AND/OR POST-GRADUATE COURSES SUCCESSFULLY COMPLETED 29. ggﬁ%@s%?ﬁ‘éé?s@?mw
SCHOOL OR COURSE DATES (from-To) MAJOR COURSES COMPLETED
a b < basiec Tnz
. Code of c ong
45 -
M1 Jus
o
08 Ty &
Zscape & Hvas
55 The
30a. GOVERNMENT LIFE INSURANCE IN FORCE b. AMOUNT OF ALLOTMENT o MONTH ALLOTMENT
N & DISCONTINUED 374
2 O ves & No K& We
2 310 VA BENEFITS PREVIOUSLY APPLIED FOR ({Specify type) b. VA CLAIM NUMBER
X o
C- e
32. REMARKS
z
(o)
=
<
o
—
z
W
= 22
?( 33. PERMANENT ADDRESS FOR MAILING PURPOSES AFTER TRANSFER OR 34 SIGN.ATURE OF/PE'Rsoy BEING ;I'l;‘(ANSFERRED OR QJSCHARGED
DISCHARGE (Strees, RFD, City, County ond Siate) ~
T 23 ™ot ' 4 : \"'/“»-__/
- VL//CA AL e o AR T T
35S TYPED NAME, GRADE AND TITLE OF AUTHORIZING OFFICER S s!gNA\T\U\RE OF OFFICER THORIZES TO SIGN
. . o \J %
r‘u < \" i . 2/ . :/-, ﬂ” J1¢ \\-)Q& S.Q N
RM REPLACES EDITION OF 1 JuL 52, ARMED FORCES OF THE UNITED STATES
DD , iqoov s5 21 4 WHICH IS OBSOLETE. 2
REPORT OF TRANSFER OR DISCHARGE



%

L e
BENNETT HAaROLD G . |2. GraDE 3. DATE OF BIRTH' |4 G NATIVE [)DeRivaTiVE |5 SELF us 6. MOS CODE o
» g e DAY © |[MONTH [YEAR lejTyZEN.| [_] NATURALIZED (Yoar ) | BIRTH. [FATHER a PRIMARY ouTYy 1§y
M 8 2 l SHiP PLACE \
Al 51+ 93 U 16 Oct Z;O CITIZEN OF MOTHER s b ‘r' ( /// :/‘s X
SSAN: " RS £
» RITAL DEP . R
I*ATUS 2 ENDENT: 90396 23, APTITUDE TESTS 24, OTHER TESTS
AME (Leat, firat, middle Initial) AND SERVICE NUMSER " ! ¢ FORM SCORE Rsf;zfassv A,,:'_“A;cc_ SCORE :g;:;" TEST SCORE | GROUP DATE
I 0. ENLISTED OR INDUCTED . GRADE BRANCH vVE- A c
: e e |v (E120 |
g COMPONENT rYS] onT i Tvean ] LENGTH EXPIRES AR- ] ] 98 GIT
; zZ2 RA 22 | May 64 BYI‘S D110 8 12, RESIDENCE IN FOREIGN COURTRY PA. EL |28 86
g ;§ — |UAST YEAR COUNTRY A oM las 108
s A
A = |+ | 100
N1 PRIOR MILITARY EXPERIENCE Anc- c |7 104
4
HIGHEST DUTY ASSIGNMENT cooe MOETES | Moy SERVICE vear |sw- oT 90 | 102
. Hvy Wpns Inf'man 112,63 36 SSG RA 64 |x- Re | o 25, SECURITY CLEARANCE _
} ELI- IN ot |
SFH 1May55 comp 9Febb2
" AE
EI 6Dec63 3A v .-
u, PHYSICAL STATUS 15, ASSIGNMENT LIMITATIONS oAk 28Nové0 |otT:reo s e
pluju|nie|s | icooe oATE 26, MILITARY EDUCATION )
FIX
rm 3 I e B K // TITLE OF COURSE MOS CODE NAME OF SCHOOL WEEKS | YEAR
& lheionr 7w A NG| WEIGHT /o ; LBS
: Y&, AVOGCATIONS AND SPORT
[J¢]
=
V7. CIVILIAN EDUCATION 27. SPECIALIZED TRAINING 28, QUALIFICATION IN ARMS
SCHOOL MAJOR OR COURSE DURATION PLCEQTN;D YEAR TYPE WEEKS COMPLETED WEAPON COURSE |QUAL. |SCORE OATE
: He P -~ . 3 mi . e . R
= H5 GED HS Bquiv Cert | 60 | ATP 21-114 3dan58 [Rifle M-yl |/ pf¢ ) oateye!
— Basic Abn L9Aprss
g Code of Cond
YW .
3 A”REN.I [JrormaL [JiNFORMAL GBR .,.ln‘% .
= TICESHIP i MildusCrs 2Janb8
= 1 R TITLE AND INDUSTRY DOOT CODE MONTHS . . . |
F L ol Covernment Service emrroveo] GrsANonJudPa 24an58
: JUTIES PERFORMED
A 29, FOREIGN SERVICE 30, ENLISTED OR VOLUNTEERED FOR
= R R e R
I
5 9?pr63 128epb3 |- | 6 | Ger(A)No
27 )Ctbh i (’vvr" T Vn( [N RN
\'v‘ v I ) - ) o -
o 1. conp TITLE ‘:D INDUSTRY ooT COrDE' T o IT.TRAINING RECOMMENDED
SCCUPATION Carpenter 5-25.100]
CUTIES PERFORMED .
Form setting *
32, CLASSIFICATION IN MILITARY OCCUPATIONAL SPECIALTIES
21 TIONAL LiC £ OR CERTIFICATE HELD y e cooc DATE
WORK L OCCUPATIONAL LICENS A T Y T A T T - -
20. omlzn CIVILIAN WORK EXPERIENCE o nght anS Inf'man 111, - - l2JunéA
FROM | THROUGH 108 TITLE T ) Heavy ans Inf 'ma.n 11Z2. i / 221%5.}’6[&
l 22 LANGUAGES L1ST COM |READ COM . -
. (Specity) PROF. |SCORE [PmoF. [scomre| CATE
(1)
(2)
(3 -




mpﬁﬂm’?“t of the Apy,

f/%z’dt’d/om%%a/

Sergeant (E-5) HAROLD G BENNETT, RA 18 542 931

40 lessons (140 hours) of the S-1 level, Special Warfare
Limited Fluency Llangusge Course, in the French language

3
§
Y

United States Army John F Kennedy Center For Special Warfare,

Fort Bragg, North Carolina
&
E% NICHOLAS A HALL JAMES B TOCHEY
- . Dircctor, Language Progran Lt Col GS
N USA JFK CSW ACofs, G-3
% .
% ’:‘M 87 REPLACES DA FORM 87, 1 JAN 49, WHICH 1S OBSOLETE GPO : 1963 O - 706-654
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STATEMENT ’ERSONAL HISTORY

INSTRUCTIONS: Read the certification at the end of this questionnaire before entering the required data. Print or type all
answers. All questions and statements must be completed. If the answer is **None,” so state. Do not misstate or omit material
fact since the statements made herein are subject to verification. If more space is needed, use the Remarks section, item 20 and
attach additional sheets if necessary. The information entered hereon is for official use only and will be maintained in conﬁd’cncc.

1. (Print) FIRST NAME—MIDDLE NAME--MAIDEN NAME (042 any)—LAST NAME
MR, H STATUS
J wrs. .
238i8!
) B D MISS H&I’Olﬁ G‘SOI‘gB B"’n“ett [ CIVILIAK [ X[ MILITARY ON ACTIVE DUTY
3. ALIAS(ES). NICKNAME(S). OR CHANGES IN NAME (Other than by marriage) 4. PERMANENT MaILING ADDRESS
None - >
T—S DATE OF BIRTH (Day, month, year) PLACE OF BIRTH (City, County, State, and Country) PLACE CERTIFICATE RECCRDED
<3 ~ m 3 — 1, - -1 =
16 Cet 1O Thornburg, Perry, Arkensas, USA Perryville, Arkansas
RACE HEIGHT WEIGHT COLOR OF EYES COLOR OF HAIR SCARS. PHYSICAL DEFECTS. DISTINGUISHING MARKS
5 - . - e 1
Cav 69 151 Brown Brown Birth merk — right shoulder
6. DO YOU HAVE A HISTORY OF MENTAL OR NERVOUS DISORDERS? D YES E NO ARE YOU NOW OR HAVE YOU EVER BEEN ADDICTED TO THE USE OF HABIT FORMING DRUGS SUCH AS
NARCOTICS OR BARBITURATES? D YES NO ARE YOU NOW OR HAVE YOU EVER BEEN A CHRONIC USER TO EXCESS OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES? D YES NO IF THE
ANSWER TO ANY OF THE ABOVE IS "YES." EXPLAIN IN ITEM 20
7. U. 5 NATIVE If NATURALIZED, CERTIFICATE NO. IF DERIVED. PARENTS' CERTIFICATE NO(S). DATE, PLACE, AND COURT
CITIZEN
=] X | ves
- NO
ALIEN REGISTRATION NO NATIVE COUNTRY DATE AND PORT OF ENTRY DO YOU INTEND TO BECOME
0 A U.S. CITIZEN?
T YES r__[ NO

MILITARY SERVICE

ARE YOU PRESENTLY ON ACTIVE DUTY IN THE U. S. ARMED FORCES DRAWING FULL PAY? [i YES D NO IF "YES, "~ COMPLETE THE FOLLOWING:
SERVICE AND COMPONENT ORGANIZAYION AND STATIGN DATE CURRENT ACTIVE
SERVICE STARTED

GRADE AND SERVICE NO.
Sgt_E5 RA18512931 Army KA ' Co A 6th S¥G, Ft Brags, NC 7 Dec 60
S. RESERVE OR NATIONAL GUARD ORGANiZATION? [] YES NO IF “YES,” COMPLETE THE FOLLOWING:

ORGANIZATION AND STATION OR UNIT AND LOCATION

ARE YOU PRESENTLY A MEMBER OF A U.
GRADE AND SERVICE NO. SERVICE AND COMPONENT

HAVE YOU PREVIOUSLY SERVED TOURS OF EXTENDED ACTIVE DUTY. DRAWING FULL PAY. FROM WHICH YOU WERE DISCHARGED OR SEPARATED TO CIVILIAN STATUS? @ YES D NO

IF “YES.” COMPLETE THE FOLLOWING:
CCUNTRY SERVICE COMPONENT FROM (Date) | 10 (Date) TYPE DISCHARGES OR SEPARATIONS—GRADE AND SERVICE NO.
USh Aray RA | hliovh7 | 3Nov&0 | Honorable E5 RAI85,42931
9. EDUCATION (Account for all civilian schools and military academies. Do not include service schools)
MONTH AND YEAR GRADUATE
NAME AND LOCATION OF SCHOOL : DEGREE
FROM— To— YES NO
ko change

10.  FAMILY (List in order given, parents, spouse, guardians, stepparents, foster parents, parents-in-law, former spouse(s) (if divorced give daie
and place), children, brothers and sisters, even though deceased. Include any others you resided with or with whom a close relationship
It the person ijs not a U.S. citizen by birth, give date and port of entry, alien registration number, naturalization certificate

existed or exists.
¥ number and place of issuance.)
U. S. CITIZEN

% RELATION AND NAME DATE AND PLACE OF BIRTH PRESENT ADDRESS, IF LIVING — o
“ FATHER
77 lio change
MOTHER (Majiden name)
SPOUSE (Majden name) T
(o
DTHER (Specify)
—
—
B
FORM 3 9 8 PREVIOUS EDITIONS ARE OBSOLETE. Excepion to Standard Form 86
= MAY 55 Approved by Bureau of the Budget June 1960




19. ARE THERE ANY INCIDENTS IN YOUR LIFE NOT MENTIONED HEREIN WHICH MAY REFLECT UPON YOUR LOYALTY TO THE UNIZED STATES OR UPON YOUR SUITABILITY TO PERFORM
THE DUTIES WHICH YOU MAY BE CALLED UPON 7O TAKE OR WHICH MIGHT REQUIRE FURTHER EXPLANATION? D YES NO  IF "YES,” GIVE DETAILS

20. REMARKS

Iten 133 fepuired Seoret clearance as mamber of SF,
leve cumpleted 2 D jore without qualification. 7 Dec &0

I certify that all entries llsted hereos roflect sy and all changes thal hisve
occurred cince § Feb &2,

| CERTIFY THAT THE ENTRIES MADE BY ME ABOVE ARE TRUE. COMPLETE. AND CORRECT TO THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE AND BELIEF AND ARE MADE IN
GOOD FAITH. | UNDERSTAND THAT A KNOWING AND WILLFUL FALSE STATEMENT ON THIS FORM CAN BE PUNISHED BY FINE OR IMPRISONMENT OR BOTH
(See U. S. Code, title 18, section 1001)

Di[ A &3 SIGN)ATURE OF PERSON 6 LETING FORM / 7%

I

TYPED NAME AND ADDRESS OF wmlsss /bm wTn )'m,),ufiﬂ SIGNATURE OF WITRESS

Co:A 6th SFG Pt Brags, HC Cu i //w

2n ’ THIS SECTION TO BE COMPLETED BY AUTHORITY REOUESTIIJG IIWESTIGATION

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DUTY ASSIGNMENT AND DEGREE OF CLASSIFIED MATTER (fop secret, secret, efc.) TO WHICH APPLICANT WILL REQUIRE ACCESS

Aceens up to and including SECRET required. AR 580-15 requirss El,

Lord  Tasg 2o (aig 3

RECORD OF PRIOR CLEARANCES

OF, CLEARA Com TYPE OF CLEARANCE ) afrrar AGENCY THAT COMPLETED INVESTIGATION
" vetTey TG

REMARKS,

U.5. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 1960 0—573‘50 :




" OTHER RELAT!V;E/S AND ALIEN | ‘.DS LIVING IN FOREIGN COUNTRIES (List grand; its, first cousins, aunts, uncles,
brothers- and sisters-in-:.. », and other persons with whom a close r. .tionship existed or exists)
RELATIONSHIP AND RAME AGE OCCUPATION ADDRESS CITIZENSRIP T
Nene
—
12, FOREIGN TRAVEL (Other than as a direct result of United States military duties)
DATES
— COUNTRY VISITED PURPOSE OF TRAVEL
FROM— Yo—
¥
Kone
13. EMPLOYMENT .(Show every employment you have had and all periods of unemployment)
MONTH AND YEAR - NAME OF IMMEDIATE
o o NAME AND ADDRESS OF EMPLOYER SUPERVISOR REASON FOR LEAVING
L Bov 57 Date US Ay
SOCIAL SECURITY NO.
DID ANY OF THE ABOVE EMPLOYMENTS REQUIRE A SECURITY CLEARANCE? IjYES D NO DO YOU HAVE
ANY FOREIGN PROPERTY OR BUSINESS CONNECTIONS, OR HAVE YOU EVER BEEN EMPLOYED BY A FOREIGN
GOVERNMENT, FIRM, OR AGENCY? D YES [ NO HAVE YOU EVER BEEN REFUSED BOND? D YES
- &NO IF THE ANSWER TO ANY OF THE ABOVE 1S "YES,” EXPLAIN IN ITEM 20. NO (i:.l al'!.,@
. " CREDIT AND CHARACTER REFERENCES (Do not include relatives,former employers, or persons Iiving outside the
M : United States or its Territories.
ﬁ NAME YEARS STREET AND NUMBER cITY STATE OR
(List 3 credit and 5 character) KNOWN (Business address preferred) TERRITORY
, - g —
@ = 6 .- - g -t
i 2 | First National Bamnk 1 | Unknown ¥illeen Tex
ol N , . .
Ylovyd Gardner A0 |7 e—— _— | == | e
LN STy [ -
. | Harry Van Dalson 22 ———— - S .
- . m”' ]
< w RS o _
< [Horel Wallace 22 l . . == 1 ﬁ‘
5 | John Brown 13 ) s -
Igonard lovell 22 1 Rt e




5. LIST ALL RESIDENCES FROM 1 JANUARY 1337
MONTH AND YEAR
—— o STREET AND NUMBER (428 4 STATE OR COUNTRY
| Feb 62| Jan 63 |OFE - 24 Amored Dy Ft Lood Texzs

| Jar 63 Date | OPE - SWC Ft Brasg B

16. o PAST AND/OR PRESENT MEMBERSHIP IN ORGANIZATIONS
NAME AND ADDRESS Tree OFFICE HELD MEMBERSHIP
(Social, frarernal, professional, etc.) FROM— T0—

| No change

ARE YOU NOW OR HAVE YOU EVER BEEN A MEMBER OF THE COMMUNIST PARTY U. 5. A.. OR ANY COMMUNIST ORGANIZATIONS ANYWHERE?

MMz

ARE YOU NOW OR HAVE YOU EVER BEEN A MEMBER OF A FASCIST ORGANIZATION?

ARE YOU NOW OR HAVE YOU EVER BEEN A MEMBER OF ANY ORGANIZATION, ASSOCIATION, MOVEMENT, GROUP OR COMBINATION OF PERSONS WHICH ADVOCATES THE
x OVERTHROW OF OUR CONSTITUTIONAL FORM OF GOVERNMENT, OR WHICH HAS ADOPTED THE POLICY OF ADVOCATING OR APPROVING THE COM MISSION OF ACTS OF FORCE
OR VIOLENCE TO DENY OTHER PERSONS THEIR RIGHTS UNDER THE CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES. OR WHICH SEEKS TO ALTER THE FORM OF GOVERNMENT OF

THE UMITED STATES BY UNCONSTITUTIONAL MEANS?

ARE YOU NOW OR HAVE YOU EVER BEEN AFFILIATED OR ASSOCIATED WITH ANY ORGANIZATION OF THE TYPE DESCRIBED ABOVE AS AN AGENT . OFFICIAL. OR EMPLOYEE?

1

ARE YOU NOW ASSOCIATING WITH. OR HAVE YOU ASSOCIATED WITH ANY INDIVIDUALS. INCLUDING RELATIVES. WHO YOU KNOW OR HAVE REASON TO BELIEVE. ARE OR
HAVE BEEN MEMBERS OF ANY OF THE ORGANIZATIONS IDENTIFIED ABOVE?

X

HAVE YOU EVER ENGAGED IN ANY OF THE FOLLOWING ACTIVITIES OF ANY ORGANIZATION OF THE TYPE DESCRIBED ABOVE: CONTRIBUTION(S) TO. ATTENDANCE AT OR
x PARTICIPATION IN ANY ORGANIZATIONAL. SOCIAL, OR OTHER ACTIVITIES OF SAID ORGANIZATIONS OR OF ANY PROJECTS SPONSORED BY THEM: THE SALE. GIFT, OR DIS-
) TRIBUTION OF ANY WRITTEN, PRINTED, OR OTHER MATTER. PREPARED, REPRODUCED, OR PUBLISHED. BY THEM OR ANY OF THEIR AGENTS OR INSTRUMENTALITIES?

IF “YES.” DESCRIBE THE CIRCUMSTANCES. ATTACH ADDITIONAL SHEETS FOR A FULL DETAILED STATEMENT. IF ASSOCIATED WITH ANY OF THE ABOVE ORGANIZATIONS, SPECIFY NATURE
AND EXTENT OF ASSOCIATION WITH EACH. INCLUDING OFFICE OR POSITION HELD. ALSO INCLUDE DATES, PLACES, AND CREDENTIALS NOW OR FORMERLY HELD. 3F ASSOCIATIONS HAVE
BEEN WITH INDIVIDUALS WHO ARE MEMBERS OF THE ABOVE ORGANIZATIONS. THEN LIST THE INDIVIDUALS AND THE ORGANIZATIONS WITH WHICH THEY WERE OR ARE AFFILIATED.

18. HAVE YOU EVER BEEN DETAINED. HELD, ARRESTED, INDICTED OR SUMMONED INTO COURT AS A DEFENDANT IN A CRIMINAL PROCEEDING. OR CONVICTED, FINED. OR IMFRISORED OR
PLACED ON PROBATION, OR HAVE YOU EVER BEEN ORDERED TO DEPOSIT BAIL OR COLLATERAL FOR THE VIOLATION OF ANY LAW, POLICE REGULATION OR ORDINANCE (excluging
minor traffic violations for which a fine or forfeiture of §15, or less was impossd)! INCLUDE ALL COURT MARTIALS WHILE IN MILITARY SERVICE. [ ves NO
1f “YES." LIST THE DATE. THE NATURE OF THE OFFENSE OR VIOLATION, THE NAME AND LOCATION OF THE COURT OR PLACE OF HEARING. AND THE PENALTY IMPOSED OR OTHER

DiSPOSITION OF EACH CASE.




CERTIFICATE OF CLEARANCE AND/OR SECURITY DETERMINATION UNDER EO 10450
(AR 604-5 or SR 620-220-1)

PART I-BASIC INFORMATION

FROM: (Originating headquarters) DOSSIER NUMBER

HEADGQUARTERS 2D ARMDRED DIVISIOF, Fort Hood, Texas AA-700 590
LAST NAME - FIRST NAME - MIDDLE NAME MILITARY OR CIVILIAN SERVICE OR SOCIAL SECURI.

GRADE TY NUMBER

BENNETT, Harold George St BE-5 RA 18 542 931
ll),AT)E OF BIRTH (Day, Month, PLACE OF BIRTH (City, county, state, country) CIVILIAN JOB TIiTLE (If any)
ear

16 October 1940 Thormburg, Perry, Arkansas R/A

) PART II—-SECURITY CLEARANCE
DATE INVESTIGATION COM- TYPE OF INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED AGENCY OR COMMAND WHICH CONDUCTED
PLETED (Day, Month, Year) INVESTIGATION
13 April 1962 Xational Agency Check Fourth US Arny

HIGHEST CLASSIFICATION OR TYPE OF INFORMATION TO WHICH ACCESS| DATE INTERIM CLEARANCE DATE FINAL CLEARANCE
IS AUTHORIZED (Top Secret, Secret, Confidential, or Cryptographic duties} GRANTED (Day, Month, Year) GRANTED (Day, Month, Year)

#HSECRET#* 20 February 1962 | 20 April 1962

THE ABOVE-NAMED INDIVIDUAL HAS BEEN CLEARED; @ UNDER THE PROVISIONS OF AR 604-5 FOR ACCESS TO CLASSIFIED
INFORMATION AS INDICATED ABOVE; D UNDER THE PROVISIONS OF AR 804-8 FOR ASSIGNMENT TO CRYPTOGRAPHIC DUTIES.
THE SECURITY OATH REQUIRED IN CONNECTION WITH CRYPTOGRAPHIC DUTIES HAS BEEN EXECUTED BY THE ABOVE-

NAMED INDIVIDUAL ARD APPEARS AS PART VI ON THE REVERSE OF THIS FORM.

PART HI-SECURITY DETERMINATION UNDER EO 10450 - (CIVILIAN EMPLOYEES ONLY)

DATE INVESTIGATION COM- TYPE OF INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED AGENCY OR COMMAND WHICH C ONDUCTED
PLETED (Day, Month, Year) INVESTIGATION
SENSITIVE POSITION [T] CHECK AND COMPLETE PARTS I, Il AND V
NON-SENSITIVE POSITION [] cHECK AND COMPLETE PARTS I, iIl AND V E/A

PART IY-REMARKS

PART Y-PREPARING OFFICIAL

ORGANIZATION PLACE DATE
H¥ADQUARTERS
2D ARMORED DIVISION Fort Hood, Texas 20 April 1962
T TYPED NAME, GRADE AND SERYICE NUMBER SIGNATURE
‘ ROY L MARTIE, CWO W3, W2 149 775 FPOR COMMARD; _
Acting Agsigtant AG ®

(Uz}! YY\ﬁQ.L‘ ~/

DISTRIBUTION (AR 604-5 or SR 620-220-1 as appropriate)

Q 1 TAG
1 CO,CRF
- 1 201 File

RECORDS OF INTERIM CLEARANCE WILL NOT BE FORWARDED TO DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY; SEE AR 604-5

FORM
DA 1 JUN 60 PREVIOUS EDITIONS OF THIS FORM ARE OBSOLETE.




=3

court martial or Jischarge for fraudulent enlisiment, anil that if rejecte:) Lecanse of any disqualification known and conceale’ by me. | will not b furnishe.l return transportation
16 place of acceptarce. | have read or had exnlained 1o me Var 13, AR #13-10 (nor apjhicable to 4ir Force Fersonnet) which sets forth the criteria (ressons) for discharge and
types of Jischarge, and certify that I 77" NAVE X THAVE NEVER (check one) enraged in Jisloyal or snuhversive activities as delined therein. | understand that | am expected
to be available for order to active Juty at any time during this enlistment in event of u mahitization or erergency requiring any services. | understand that if | am ordered 1o
active duty | will be given a physical examination and may he dischureed if faunt physicallv disqualilied on that examination. | centily that § [ UAM TRAM NOT (check one)
now drawing retired pay from the government of the United States. 1 further certify that | T)AN HAVMNOT (check one) now Arawing a pension, disability allowance, or Jlis-
ability compensation from the government of the United States. ] Jdeclure that } am rot now a member of any of the Armed Forces (Army, Air Force, Navy, Marine Corps or Cosst
Guard) or any Reserve components thereof in active, inactive, reserve. or retired status unless so inlicated and-explained by me: tiat the foregoing qnestions and answers there-
to bave been read 1o me; that my answers have heen correctly recorded and are true in all respects and that | fully understand the conditions nnder which | am ‘enlislingA

38. | know that if | secure mv enlistment Ly means of anv {ulse statement, willful misrepreseatation or concealment as to myv gnalifications for enlistment, | am liable 1o trial Ly

GIVEN AT (Place of acceptance) [oaTE OF ACCERTARCE

R¥S, LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS ‘ ] 7 DEC 60

SIGNAT URE OF WIT NESS {, 'W: name. last name ) SIGNATUREOF APPLICANY ffirs! name middle name, jr nome)
Tk / P fl y
> ) IV

- g S LT
39 REMARKS {Fos use by tne Enlm’:'mgﬁ{yé/ 2. DATE DD FORM 53 FDRWARDED

i _ . PRQNOTED THIS DATE TO_THE -CRADE OF, | = /25,7
T o SGT(E-5)T PER PAR A S0-2 59 uUsk 7 DEC 60
CRUIT MAIN STA,LITILE ROCK ,ARKANSAS

\,
"'TEmrusn AT TBY (Signature of nlisting Olficen TGRADE AND ORGANIZATION OF ENLISTING OF FICER
b PR - i '
LITTLE ROCK ,ARKANSAS (¢ Fps = CAPT, DET 407,3504TH CRUIT GP
> } ezt ¢ g A e 2
| 7 CALCA
40. . OATH OF ENLISTMENT (For service in National Cuard or Air Wational Guurd)
STATEL OF ss:
CITY. TOWN, OR COUXNTY
3
i2 do hereby acknowledge 1o have volumarily enlisted this,
FIRST NAME MIDDLE NAME LAST NAME
day of L1y 1 the (Arwy) U\n)":wuonal Guard ot and as a Neserve of the (Army) (Air }Ecc)d

\ & | Tivire T

with membership in the (National Guard of the United states) tAtr Nauonal Guard of the lmlxﬁ.u—s)ﬁo: a period of years under the conditions prescribed by
ill

law,unless sooner discharged by proper authority;and | dv solemnly sweator atfrru)that | o ar woc fandh and aliegiance to the { nited States of America and 10 the >tate of

; that ) will serve them honestly and {aihiully apainsiall mc_g—"cn"t:nne; whomsoever: and that | will obey the orders ot the Presidem of the United

Srates and the Governor of and the orders of rise otficers appointed vverfe, according to las and regulations and/or the Uniforin Code of Afilitary Justice.

SIGNATURE (Frrst neme middic name. lust name) 3

at OATH OF ENLISTMENT (For service in Regular Arm~  Segular 3ir Force Armv Reserve. or Air Force Reserve)

STATE OF ARFANSAS .
CFFY. TOWN. OR MILITARY POST - LITTLE RCCK )

l,? H}!-ROIID C’E 2 do bereby acknowledgcto have voluntarity eolisted, under the conditions prescribed by lau,lh'sJ .

day o DECEMBER™™ """15'80 ", i UNITED STATES ARMY tor a period of _THREE_(3) AGH X

woRDS ANT FIZurEs 1
years unless sooner discharged by proper authoriry; and | do solemnly sweartor alfiem)har I will bear wue faith and allegiance 10 the United States of America; that § will serve

them honesdy and faichfully against all their enemies wionsoever: and that ) will obey the ordess of the President of the Lnited States, and the orders of the officers appointed

over me, according 1o 1egulations and the Uniform Code of Military justice.

Rl / ;/3_0_40/\.@ g &,,,,pfiﬁ"“

SIGNATURE (Firsl name. middie nan. Just name) §

a2, CONFIRMATION OF ENLISTMENT

The ebove oath was subscribed and duly sworn to before me this 3 “7TH T T__cday of DRCEMBER 19 ﬂ )
This enlistee was minutely inspected by me prior to subscribing to the oath. and was found to be entirely sober and in full possession of all mental faculties
To the best of my judgment and belief enlistee fulfills all legal requirements, and in enlisting this applicant | have strictly observed the regulations poverning
such enlistment. The above oath, as filled in, was read to the applicant prior to subscribing thereto. .

TYPED NAME. GRADE AND ORGANIZATION OF ENLISTING OFFICER 516G N. OF ENLISTING OFrlcgﬁ . /;“
PAUL W,FETLNER, CAPE,DET 407,3504TH GRUIT-6P 2 () 3 <1 1 f, .

"
- — - - =
by L . 3 .. . £ B N 5 . . .
1 Tobe initidled by enlistee where X appears. 3 The dares in outh an'! confirmation mu=<t be the same The signature must be identical with that
{ 2 Carelully coropare with ghe name at top of page 1. i 7 Deleto one. _ subseribed to i_)eclarauon ol Applitant.

<

FINGERPRINTS OF RIGHT HAND

3. MIDDLE o 2 N S LIYTLE




UNITED STATES AaMY

e RECRUITING MaIN STATIUN
e el e, 223 Main Street,

P g Litt,le Reek, nrkarisas

SFECIAL RDERS T 3

mmmR , %9,_. Col o o EXIRRCT. ., . 7 December 196C

-

»

.. 3. HVI(,E—?)(P) VERNON S REYNALLS RA 1850223 MOS (06 TOE 3 yrs
E'I’S Dec 63 FS Army DPED 3C Apr 56 depn 2 YOB 193G last DOS 29 May 59
OR.7-Bec 6C having enl this sta this date in Ri ACG 13 Ammor is asg

_ this USi BMS pending EDCSA of € Dec €C.to USARECSTA Ft Lecnard Wood,

M&“pt upenngrr te CO for fur proc & asg. Imf Dreakfast & Deec 60,
T™wo immy meal tickets furn. Tvl by POC nct auth, Trans furn, Will
dep: for proper sta GCLC HR & Dec 6(, TON. PCS, 2112(1C,1C0 Cl-4
PlBll—C" 599—-999. suth: AR 601-21C & AR 6L1-215.

- 4. PVT(E-?)(B) CLESUTIS D GARDNER Ra 1651848C MUS 0C6 TCE 3 yrs
ETS Dec 63 PS Atmy UPED 2 Feb 56 depn. 2 YOD 1937 last DOS 23 Sep 59
DR-7 Dec 6C having énl this sta this.. déte in Ra Unasgd is asg this
USA.BMB pgnding EDCSi of G Dec 6C to, USLRECSTA Ft Lecnard Wocd, Mo rept
upon arr tc CO for fur proc & asg, M"AR 6(1-23C commitment fcr 1-R-67U.C
Aircraft Meint(entry) class starting 24 Feb 61, EM should begin basic
combat tng cn 14-Dec 6CH,. .Imf breakfast € vec 6C, Two Army meal
tickets fum. Tvl by PUC not auth. Trans furn. Will dep for proper
sta (LG HR-8 Dec 6C, TIN. PGS, 211201G,100 14 P1311~02 SG5- 999.
auths AR 6@1—210, aR 6(1-230, & Telecc,n Sgt Turnmer this sta & M:Lss Lymcn
TAG Wash‘ 25 bC 7 Dec 6L,

5. PFC(E-3)(P) HxRGLD G DENNETT Ra 16542931 MOS 111,67 TCE 3 yrs
ETS Dee 63 £S5 irmy BFED 7 Dec 57 depn € YOB 194C last DOS 3 Nov 6C
having, reen.l this sta this.date in Ra Unasgd.is asg this USa RMS pendmg
EDCSA of 9 'Dec 60.to Hq & Hq Co, .Combat Comd, 4, lst Armd’ D:w.., Fort™
Hood, Tex.. M. chargea.ble agamst Dec 6C Statlon R,eqqusment IList Ft.
Hood -PexXy - In accordance with prav. of AR. 6L1~225, Prepczrat.;on of all "
pers: Irecds w111 be- ef,fected hy the, ga.ming um:t ‘Haying .reeql thls sta

this date. m Perm Gxx PFC(E—Br) DR-?J.; Sep 50 .is hereby Prom to Temp Gr

SGT(E-5) DR 26 May 6C. ' Imf breéakfast € Dec 6L, Two «mmy meal tickets
furn,- Tvl by PUC auth. Trans-furn, Will dep for prcper sta CECC HR
&-Dee £ o TDN, - PCS. 2112010410 Cl-fP1311-02 559999, Auth-.w

AR 6@1-?10 Par 11 AR 6(1=225, TAG—ACN 19944-6C &.Telecon Sgt- Tumer

“this sta and Sgt Lebreton TAG Wash 25 DC 7 Dec &C,

: . oo .- .o R e L -
Ve T b . H . .
Vel - ’ e - ' ile
. A L RIS N T BT O L B A



STATEMENT -RSONAL HISTORY

INSTRUCTIONS: Read the certification at the end of this ques’ionnaire before entering the required data. Print or type all
answers.  All questions and statements must be completed. If the answer is ““None,”” so state. Do not misstate or omit material
fact since the statements made herein are subject to verification. If more space is needed, use the Remarks section, item 20, and
attach additional sheets if necessary. The information entered hereon is for official use only and will be maintained in confidence.

1.XPrint) FIRST NAME—MIDOLE NAME--MAIDEN NAME (Jf any)—LAST NAME
MR 2z STATUS
Owrs. HESOLD GEORGE BENWEYT 5
D MISS ] CIVILIAN l ] MILITARY ON ACTIVE DUTY

4 PFRMANFNT mall iNG ANDDRFSS
*»\ g

kS AL_IES(QS__)_ NICKNAME(S). OR CHANGES IN NAME (Other than by marriage)

*
;

5 DATE OF BIRTH (Day, month. year) PLACE OF BIRTH (City fCounty, State, and Country) " PLACE CERTIFICATE RECCRDED . .
kel €
13 153 2 U324 Perryville, Arkansas
RACE HEIGHT WEIGHT COLOR OF EYES Qﬁd‘\x&O{DF HAIR SCARS. PHYSICAL DEFECTS. DISTINGUISHING MARKS
a | SCAR
39 Browmn Birth Mark, Right Shoulder

o 4
6. DO YOU HAVE A HISTORY OF MENTAL OR NEgwOUS DISORDERS? D YES RO ARE YOU NOW OR HAVE YOU EVER BEEN ADDICTED TO THE USE OF HABIT FORMIN: UGS SUCH AS
NARCOTICS OR BARBITURATES? D YES NO ARE YOU NOw OR HAVE YOU EVER BEEN A CHRONIC USER TO EXCESS OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES? D YES NO IF THE

ANSWER TO ANY OF THE ABOVE IS ""YES.” EXPLAIN IN ITEM 20.
7.uU.8 NATIVE IF NATURALIZED, CERTIFICATE NO. IF DERIVED. PARENTS' CERTIFICATE NO(S). DATE, PLACE. AND COURY

" X K/a N/4 B/4

AUEN REGIST}??IAON NO NATlij:)uNTRY DATE AND ‘PO!? OF ENTRY  ~ ECLYSOUC::}ZE&!? Tdﬁﬁz
R/ 4 £ 3 4 .S
K/& 1 ves [ [w

. MILITARY SERVICE
ARE YOU PRESENTLY ON ACTIVE DUD IN THE U. S. ARMED FORCES DRAWING FULL PAY? ﬂ QS D NO W "YE',‘ CQ#PLiTE g HE gOL&OW]NG
GRADE AND SERV(CE NO. D SERVICE AND COMPONENT GANIZATION AND STATICN DATE CURRENT ACTIVE
15 92 51 RA U5 ray st 2d 4D, Ft Hood,Texas | SP'Hed* ¥

ARE YOU PRESERTLY A MEMBER OF A U. S. RESERVE OR NATIONAL GUARD ORGANIZATION? D YES i l NO IF "YES”" COMPLETE THE FOLLOWIRG
GRE;éND SERVICE NO S’g% AND COMPONENT ORWEA‘”ON AND STATION OR UNIT AND LOCATION

HAVE YOU PREVIOUSLY SERVED TOURS OF EXTENDED ACTIVE DUTY, DRAWING FULL PAY. FROM WHICH YOU WERE DISCHARGED OR SEPARATED TO CIVILIAN STATUS? S YES D NO
IF "YES.”” COMPLETE THE FOLLOW!NG:

CCUNTRY N SERVICE COMPONENT FROM (Datey | TO(Date) | TYPE DISCHARGES OR SEPARATIONS—GRADE AND SERVICE NO.
e Y = T T Pod D ~ = < I ™ i TP, -
IS Army RA L Fov 57 2 Bov Homorable E> R2 18 52 931
9. EDUCATION (Account for all civilian schools and military academies. Do not include service schools)
1 MONTH AND YEAR GRADUATE
: NAME AND LOCATION OF SCHOOL DEGREE
FROM— Jo— YES NO
2

X3

R et 57 PerTyville Sehool, rerryville, Avkanses X[ E/E
Sop ob dED 59 Hopkingville School, Pt Gampbell, Ky =

16.  FAMILY (Lis! in order given, paren:s, spouse, guardians, steppasents, foster psrents, parents-in-law, former spouse(s) (if divorced give dete
and place), children, brothers and sisters, even though deceased. include any orhers you resided with or with whom 2 clese relationshio
existed or exists. ! the person is not a U. S.citizen by birth, gwe date and port of entfy, alien registration numbser, naturalization cestificate
' number and plsce of issuance.) )

< - = s P N~ U. S. CITIZEN
RELATION AND NAME DATE AND PLACE OF BIRTH PRESENT ADDRESS, IF LIVING
YES NO

FATHER - j—’m X
GORDOZ ALBEWNETT pssessd

MOTHER (Maiden namemw
Bemett mee Ricioman

SPOUSE (M.}id_cn name)

Bone
OTHER (Specify) ﬁimr

Pal G. Beonett

I -

Denald H.Benmett T _

Brether igi

Picky K. Bemetl

aret  baster
e pee Bennett

fm
Perryville, Arkansas I

{ERE 1T § 20)
Exception 10 Standard Form 86

r‘) D FORH 3 9 8 PREVIOUS ED!TIONS ARE OBSOLETE.
1 MAY &8 .- Aoproved bv-Rurean of the Bideers Tnne- 1960-




i

L5 THERE ARY IHCIDENTS N YOUR LiFE NOT MENTIORED HIREIN WHICHK MAY REFLECT UPON YOUR LOYALTY TO THE UNITED STATES OR UPON YOUR SUITAE'ITY TO PERFORK
THE DUTIES WHICH YOU tAY BT CALLED UPON TO TAKE OR WHICH MIGHT REQUIRE FURTHER EXPLANATICN? D YES Q NO IF YES. GIiVE DETAILS

Kone

20. REMARKS

Ref Iten { 10

Sister Ci;a.en
Vaunde ¥ Fielder nee Bennelt es
Sister v
Peggy C williems nec Senrett Yes
Sister fene
. Joan Kinehert nec Bennclt ess
Sister _

Louxrs S Vauzht pec Benneti

1 CERTIFY THAT THE ENTRIES MADE BY ME ABOVE-ARE TRUE. COMPLETE AND CORRECT TO THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE AND“BELIEF AND ARE MADE IN
GOOD FAITH. } UNDERSTAND THAT A KNOWING AND WILLFUL FALSE STATEMENT ON THIS FORM CAN BE PUNISHED BY FINE OR JMPRISONMENT OR BOTR
(Se= U. S. Code, title 18, sectior 100i)

DATE SIGNATURE OF PERSON COMPLETING FORM

TYPED NAME ARD ADDRESS OF WITRESS

| 2 JEMES 1 QJEEI'J,F:SE"t is&"’u!f OF Wi zs; %/’:1
7/:;’[/?/,2 522817770) Hos Go lsb ARB list Inf, Fo Food T zes
2.

"THIS SECTION TO BE COMPLETED BY AUTHORITY REQUESTING INVESTIGATION /
BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DUTY ASSIGHMEIRT AKD DEGREE OF CLASSIFIED MATTER (top secret, secret, etc.} 10 WHWL'CANT WILL REQUIRE ACCESS H (,b

ey
ASSICIMENT: is applying for trunsfer fer Specisl Vo ngmm is zeqzzizwe.a SEeRET]

completion of this
the wcertificate above
NipAehd

ymmm Ra RS, Capt Inf, S-2

RECORD OF PRIiOR CLEARANCES . . 1

:  STLTIHENTs 1 beve discussed the instructiay
. form mx;htb;a;plicant and dirge

DATE CF CLEARANCE TYPE GF CLEARANCE : RGENCY THAT COMPLETED IRYESTIGATION

REMARKS.

= U.5. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE @ 156G O~—373450




FT HOOD, TEXAS

egs. . -

PARTMENT OF DEFENSE .
- WASHINGTON 25, D. C. -

ENLISTMENT RECORD - ARMED FORCES OF THE UNITED STATES

Form Approved
Budget Bureau No. 22-R016.5

1. LAST NAME - FIRST NAME - MIDDL E NaAME

BENNETT, HARCLD CEORGE RA 18 5.2 931

2. SERVICE NUMBER 3. SEX

HALE

4. RACE

CAUCASIAN

CODING
COLUMN

1A [e: S e A e
o 108 1104 1102 .

s, s ESDG-‘I'ORSAL CaT-T, MENTAL TEST GATA €. HOME ADDREZSS (No. and-SYP®T. 07 10741 1007 Tftrone:so state, City, Town or PO, County and State)
PHYSICAL

7. PLACE OF ENULISTMENT 8. DATE ENLISTED

LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS 7 DEC 60

9. FOR SERVICE IN (Give Armed Force and Component)

REGULAR ARMY - REENL RA

10, NO. YEARS
TO SERVE

lp%ac 3 P A_RJT%)GITY FOR GRADE ﬁ@leﬁalG&é:‘l’(}GI{BAI‘, mM‘D A,
SGT(E~5)T AR, 601-21C . (»1ST -ARMD DIV,, FT HOOD, TEXAS

3
‘A;T:fN %Smf:ézu;ﬂoﬁ ITY
TAG-ACN 194460

S - DECLARATION OF APPLICANT

15. DATE OF BIRTH 16. PLACE OF BIRYTH (City and State) 7. COLOR OF 18.3. HEIGHT |b. WEIGHT 19. CITIZEN EYESDNO

DAY MONTH YEAR EYES HATR iF NO,FILED DECLARATION| /
16 | OCT | 40 | THORNBHRG, ARKANSAS BROWN| BROWN| £&g" 143 Oves  [no 7

20. IF NATURALIZED OR DECLARANT, GIVE DATE, PLACE AND COURTY OF JURISDICTION

NOT APPLICABLE NA

21.NATURALIZATION OR DECLARANT NO.

22, MARITAL STATUS =

SINGLE

23. NUMBER, RELATIONSHIP AND AGE OF PERSONS DEPENDENT ON YOU FOR SUPPORT

NONE

Y

X

26 8. REGISTERED €. CLASSIFICATION
EOR SSYC b NUMBER

YES, I NO

UNASSIGNED LA

d SELEGRLYESSERVICE BOARD NUMBER AND ADDRESS (City, County and State)
SNy

24, CIVILIAN EDUCATION (Years completed in each. Give kind of degree, if any)}
2. GRAMMAR b. WIGH sCHoOL |c. COLLEGE d. OTMER CIVILIAN SCHOOLS ATTENDED
YEARS [GRADUATED |Y GRADUATED |YEARS [GRADUATED [ DEGREE MAJOR SUBJECTS YEARS [GRADUATED| DEGREE MAJOR SUBJECTS
8 YES [NO Ues [uo YES |NO ves [No
X N ares vE 1
L| x NOWE NQRE
25.3. MAIN CIVILIAN OCCUPATION B b. YEARS AND MONTNS C.AVERAGE WEEKLY }"'
3 EMPLOYED WAGE N F:
R o~ - SN2 _ AR, ¢
TUDENT N A NA - ;
7 NE& s NA . !? ;]
,é ¢ -&éﬁ"

/SLB 53, PERRYVILLE, PERRY (0, ARKANSAS

ERAL LAW_ STATE LAW, COUNTY OR MUNICIPAL LAW, REGULATION OR OR AN
tions.) (Prior service personne! consider only period since Isst sctive service) N y

!'f\b/\

HeA

27. HAVE YDOU EVER BEEN ARRESTED, CHARGED, OR HELD BY FEDERAL, STATE,™Q, O&E&LAW ENFORCEMENT AUTHORITIES FOR ANY VIOLATION OF ANY FED-
:‘x.;:s@vss NO IF YES, GIVE DETAILS. (Do not include minor tratfic viola-

X

violations of local ordinances)? [_}vEs

N He b

28. HAVE YOU EVER BEEN CONVICTED OF_A FELONY OR ANY OTHER OFFEMM ZOJUDICATED A YOUTHFUL OFFENDER DR JUVENILE DELINQUENT (Including
NO iF YES, GIVE DETA!LS;"(‘Q{m :ngz_g'e personnel consider only those convictions & adjudications since last active service)

X

URT

28, HAVE YOU EVER BEEN IMPRISONED UNDER SENTENCE OF A

I
N He A

prisonments since last active service)

ves [XINO IF YES, GIVE DETAILS. (Prior service personnel consider only those im-

X

(Frior service personnel consider only period since last active service )l

H6E

30. ARE YOU NOW OR HAVE YOU EVER BEEN ON SUSPENDED SENTENCE, PARCLE, PROBATION, OR ARE YOU AWAITING FINAL ACTION ON CHARGES AGAINST YOU? ’VES NO

X

HAVE YOU EVER BEEN REJECTED FOR ENLISTMENT OR INDUCTION IN ANY OF THE ARMED FORCES OR BEEN DISCHARGED FROM PREVIOUS SERVICE UNDER OTHER THAN HON-

3.
ORASLE CONDITIONS, UNDER PERSONNEL SECURITY REGULATIONS OR BY REASON OF UNSUITAGILITY OR UNDESIRABLE HABITS OR TRAITS OF CHARACTER, OR FOR MEDICAL
REASONS? YES [ICINO IF YES, GIVE SERVICE, DATE, FLACE AND CAUSE.]
— 5 3 p - =
32. PRIOR SERVICE .
DATE OF ENL. DATE OF TIME
ARNED COM- IND, APT AND/OR TYPE OF REASON FOR GRADE AT MOS/
FORCE PONENT SERVICE NUMBER ORDER 7O D'SC“’”‘GEE DISCHARGE DISCHARGE DISCHARGE AFSC ('b‘:” VERIFIED FRON
ACTIVE DUTY OR RELEASE | N rs)

AR 635-200.
© |SEN 201 ETS

ARMY | RA |18 542 931 |4 NOV 57 |3 NOV 60 |HOL

SGT .
(5-5)
(&)

111.67] ©

DD FM 214

TOTAL SERVICE

33, PRIORT ROTC OR CADET TRAINING (Years - Tipe Unit) 1s

'NO!

ACTIVE

INACTIVE

34. RESERVE COMMISSIONED STATUS (Service, grade and SV now held) YEARS MONTHS

NONE 3 0

DAYS

o |NornY

YEARS MONTMS DAYS

ERIFIED

36, TO THE BESY OF YOUR KNOWL EDGE AND BELIEF, ARE YOU NOY SOUND AND WELL? EVES NO IF NO, GIVE DETAILS

37.

]

REMARKS

NONE

REPLACES EDITION DF ' AUG 55,

DD .. 4




x

by

| = 3

38, [ know that if | secure mv enlistment Ly means of anv lalse statement, willful misrepresentation or concealnent as to v gualifications for enlistment, | am liable to trial by
cowrt martial or discharge for fruvdulent enlistment, and that if rejected Lecause of aay Jisqualification knnwn and conceales’ by me. 1 will not be furnishel return transportation
to place of acceptarce. | have read or hald expl. to me Tar 13, AR AN1-10 (nor applicable to air Force Personnel) which sets forth the criteria (reasons) [or discharge and
types of discharge, and certify that 1 77 HAVYE HAVE NEVER (check one) engaged in lisloval or snhversive activities as defined therein. 1 understand that | am expected
10 be availuble for order to active ‘uty al apy time during this enlistment in event of o mohilization or emergency requiring any services. | understan that if | am ordered to
active duty T will be given a physical examination and may he discharged if foun! phvsicallv Jisqyalifie:] on that examination. [ ecertify that 1 T AM | M NOT (check one)
now drawing retired pay from the government of the United States. 1 forther certify that | T JAM #BAM NOT (check oae) now drawing o pension, disability allowance, or Jis-
ability compensation from the government of the United States. 1.leclare that | am not now a member of any of the Arme.l Forces (Army, Air Force, Navy, Marine Corps or Coast
Guard) or any Reserve components thereof in active, inactive, reserve, or retired status unless so indicated and explained by me; that the foregoing guestions and answers there-
to bave been read to me; that my answers have heen correctly recorded and are true in all respects and that | fully understand the conditions under which | am enlisting.

GIVEN AT (Place of acceptance) OATE OF ACCEPYANCE
< 3 - % E% F s
A8, LITTLE BOCK, AZKARSAS [
SIGNATURE OF WITNESS (First name, middle name, last name) SIGNATURE OF APPLICANT (First name middle name. last name)

m”mﬁ? :vmm)nj: BEII,E }mm mis aé‘m m m m w a. DATE DO FORM 53 FORWARDED

SGT, RA 37 369 092 SOT{R-3)? 7R 248 S 50 2SFUA | o om0
LITTLE ROCK, ARKAKSAS F8 CHUIT <AIN STA,LETILE BOCK ,ARKARSAS

VERIFIED AT Tev (Swnature of Lnlisting Ollicer) T GRADE AND ORGANIZATION OF ENLISTING OFFICER
2 Sy 4 ; : 3 e P ¥ g
LITTLE 20CK,s8K48343 CAPT, DBT AU7,350LIR CAUIT OF
L 1
a0 OATH OF ENLISTMENT /For service in Nolional Guard or Air Nationdl Guard)
STATE OF. ss:
.
CITY, TOWK, OR COULNTY
. 3
12 do hereby acknowledpe to have voluntarily enlisted this
FIRET WAME WOOLE NAME LAST WAME
day of 19 n the {Anny ) (A vatonal Guard ot . . ... __andasa Reserve of the {Army) (Arr l—orce)"‘

STaTy

with membership 1n the {Nacional Guard of the Unitea states) (Air Nauonal Guard o)\(‘he [r}_yﬂ(d _\mrrs)"mr a period of

years under the conditions prescribed by

"r. -! . .
law, unless sooner discharged by proper authority; and | do sofemnly swearior Jf{xr...)rh_i;{ i nill bear true faih and allegiance (o the United States of Amesica and to whe State of

; that T w1ll serve them honestly and faithfully JgﬁiLm{!“ken’ enemies whomsocver; and char | will obey the orders of the President of the United
7 =

rates and the Governor of and the orders of tire otticers ajpornted vver me. according to law and regulations . and ‘oc the Uniform Code of Military Justice.
—— 1'F 13 8 B ¥

SIGNATURE {First neme middle neme. last name) 5

4 OATH OF ENLISTMENT (For service 10 Reguldr Arm~yv. 7eaular qur Force Afmy Rexerve. or Air Force Reserve)

STATE OF _ﬁmg.m . s
CIry, waN.g&WY{g%%%m_, e L . ) , m
D M.Dms;%‘:v — W?ﬁ%d*ﬁ?gﬁ‘ voluntarily ¢nlisted, under the condnnor%&d(ljsﬁ,lh:s __x

5 inthe tor a period of

day of

NORDS AND Fiiumes 1
years unless sooner discharged by proper authority; and [ do soleminly swearfor affirmychat t »all bear true laith and allegiance to the United States of America; that | will secve

them bonestly and faithiully against ali their enemies whomsoever: and that | will obey the orders of the President of the L.nited States. and the orders of the officers appointed

over me, according 1o regulations and the Lntlorm Code of Miliwry Jusrice.

SIGNATURE (Fursi nape. middir name, last name) 5

4z. CONFIRMATION OF iq I[S:TMENT

The above oath was subscribed and duly sworn to before me this day of 19
This enlistee was minutely inspected by me prior to subscribing to the oath, and was found to be entirely sober and in full possession of all mental faculties.
To the best of my judgment and belief enlistee fulf:lls all legal requirements, and in enlisting this applicant | have strictly observed the regulations poverning

such enlistment. The above oath, as filled in, was read to the applicant prior to subscribing thereto.

SIGNATURE OF ENLISTING OFFICER

Yy 3 5
) 2 To be initialed by enlistee where X appears. The ate= in nuth and confirmution mu~t he the same ¥ The «ignature must he nlentical with that
[ © Caretully compare nith the oame at top of page 1. Delete one. ~ubscribed 1o Declaration vl Applicant.
a3 FINGERPRINTS OF RIGHT =aND
= ——
1. THUMB 2 INDEX 3. MIDDLE A RING S.LITTLE
— —
~

- J 5 GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 1958 O— 475875



IGRADE, LAST NAME - FIRST NAME - MIDDLE INITIAL & SERVICE NUMBER PHYS'CAL AND MENTAL STATUS
ON RELEASE FROM ACTIVE SERVYICE
SGT (E-5) INSTRUCTIONS: Prepare in triplicate.. Original and
BENNETT HAROCLD G duplicate to be given to individual concerned. Tripli-
RA 18 542 931 cate to be filed in individual’s DA Form 201.
DATE
3 Nov 60

MENTAL STATUS

ENLISTMENT OR RE-ENLISTMENT WITHOUT MENTAL RETEST IS AUTHORIZED PROYIDED ENLISTMENT OR RE-ENLISTMENT IS
ACCOMPLISHED WITHIN 90 DAYS AFTER DATE OF SEPARATION. YOUR RECORDED APTITUDE AREA SCORES OF THE ARMY

CLASSIFICATION BATTERY ARE AS FOLLOWS:

coa-88-/02 mm- 86 -100 IN -

coB-86- ¢ cL-103- /0y AE -

EL - 95 - %t 6T- 99 - /jex Retested 28 Nov 60 on ACB in accordance
oM - 86 _ Jc¥ rc - None with Par 228(1){c), AR 601-210

PHYSICAL STATUS

YOUR PHYSICAL CONDITION ON 3 Nov 60 IS SUCH THAT YOU ARE CONSIDERED PHYSICALLY
(Date of Separation)
QUALIFIED FOR SEPARATION OR FOR REENLISTMENT WITHOUT RE-EXAMINATION PROVIDED YOU RE-ENLIST WITHIN 90 DAYS

AND STATE THAT YOU HAVE NOT ACQUIRED NEW DISEASES OR INJURIES DURING THE INTERVAL PERIOD WHEN NOT A MEMBER

OF THE MILITARY SERVICE.

YOUR PHYSICAL PROFILE AT DATE OF SEPARATION IS . ‘\\/’4,\
I N
111111 A B \\\\\) ’

- X7
TYPED NAME, GRADE, AND ARM OR SERVICE OF PERS OFFICER [SIGNAFWRE 1\}
N R Y

Rl {(rb’p (e

JOHN L KROKENBERGER, CWO W3,USA,ASST AG

STATEMENTS OF PHYSICAL AND DEPENDENE/STATUS AT TIME OF ENLISTMENF~

[Jves K JnNo  (If yes, describe below.)
v
2
+
<
[
v
-
<
v
v
>
I
o
HAS THERE BEEN ANY CHANGE IN YOUR DEPENDENT STATUS SINCE YOU WERE SEPARATED?
CJves [(RAINO  (If yes, describe below.)
7]
2
+
<
-
()
[
z
w
]
z
t
o
w
o]
DATE SIGNATURE

7 Decemnber 1960 / 7({ y&é&/g@ y, /iﬁ Jﬁ—_
v/ 4 33,
i

DA FORM 1 8 1 1 PREVIOUS EDITIONS OF THIS FORM ARE OBSOLETE. ® GPO 1959 0--5011181
1 JUN B9



Ey R b

1ok

£33 8.3 & .3

- Ay PRESEO eEE T

) . GRADE 3. OATE OF BIRTH . () naTive [TJoERivaTive 5. SELF us 6. MOS CODE
BENNETT) HAROLD 556'7—— OAY MONTH [VEAR CITIZEN.| [J NATURALIZED (Yoar )| BIRTH. |FATHER US PRIMARY oury -
S SHIP PLACE - Ce e el
g 1 ('__/:—'6) 10| Oct | 4O CITIZEN OF MOTHER s \j \\7_ o ( VAL T
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BENNETT, HAROLD g RA18542973] PURPOSE OF MAKING ENTRIES IN THE BGDY @F THE
e imas SERVICE RECORD WILL NOT BE LARGER 'RfAN PICA
TYPEWRITER TYPE. THE SERVICE RECORD WILL NOT
BE FOLDED OR CREASED. FOR INSTRUCTIONS SEE AR
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7 SSAN e Baptist
COVERING PERIOD (Inclusive)
FROM TO -~ s -
L Nov 57 Y.
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GRADE DATE AUTHORITY DATE OF RANK
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SECTION 3- RECORD OF INSERT SHEETS ATTACHED (Enter each Section No. for which an insert sheet has been attached)
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D A

24
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------- 22 Apr 58 |Atch Co D 2d ATG 503 Irl Fi Fragoll 7 {Unk | Unk | o=
23 Apr 58 | 24 Apr 58|Enr to Ft 11, Ky
25 Apr 58 4 May 58| 101st Admin Co (Abn Yiv) (Repl Sec) ’
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SECT1ON 5 - SERVICE OUTSIDE CONTINENTAL UNITED STATES

PORT OF EMBARKATION DATE DEPARTED PORT OF DEBARKATION DATE ARRIVED FOR DUTY IN
1
SS—— ——{
|
SECTION 6 - TIME LOST UNDER SEC 6(c) APP 2b MCM 51 AND SUBSEQUENT TO NORMAL DATE ETS
FROM TO (Inc.) DAYS REASON FROM TO (Inc.) DAYS REASON
SECTION 7 . COMBAT RECORD
PARTICIPATED IN (Battle or Campaign) THEATER OF OPERATION FROM 1 T0
SECTION 8 - WOUNDS RECEIVED THROUGH ENEMY ACTION
BRIEF DESCRIPTION DATE BRIEF DESCRIPTION DATE
SECTION 9 - MEDALS, DECORATIONS, AND CITATIONS
(Enter in this section any medals, decorations, and citations, whether or not additional compensation results)
MEDALS, ETC. AUTHORITY PLACE AND,’@E PRESENTED
Fapert—{ai-£ret 5635t st ARSSOtHr- P St Tt e T j FITAHKSY }

|_Parachutist Badge SO 99 Hgs 10lst Abn Div

t Carpbell, ’Kv

| _Marksmen (Rifle) SO 11 Hq lst ABG 506 Inf ibJan59]
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- SECTION 10 - REMARKS
T V2 ( FRFITTés EVF ArZB b (
% Ellglbke for immediate reenlistment
-
=
-

d 6% B3 BG Bd Bs BE Ba B

SECTION 1) - IDENTIFICATION OF INITIALS .
NAME, GRADE AND ORGANIZATION (Typed or printed) INITIALS NAME, GRADE AND ORGANIZATION (Typed or printed) INITIALS
[ §p0YD W DOQLITTLE, Zd Lt,HqUSATC,I- |"Piwe
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SAMUEL @ GOODRICH CWO W31stABG506Inf | /&~ |

DAVID L BROTHIRS 1stLbInflstALGSOBINE 470 N
| COWATD O TUT T 1 /T4 Cmd 1/508th Inf Val
NET Hr;u‘igrr 0. TVT CoATY TNE | AR/

e = ]
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DE PARTME)\T OF DEFENSE

NGTON 25, 0. C. Form Approved

ENLISTMENT RECORD - ARMED FORCES OF THE UNITED STATES Budget Buresu No. 22-R016.4

T. LAST NAME - FIRST NAME - MIODLE NAME? 2. SERVICE NUMBER 3.SEX 4. RACE

CODING
BENNETT, HAROLD GEORGE RA 18 542 931 | MALE CAUC coLUMN
.. s RYseAL eaT- Ty MENTAL TEST DATA 6. HOME ADDRESS(Naand street, or nwal routs, i none 80 stais; Cliy, Town or PO, County and Stels)
PHXz’gAL m SCORE GROUFP
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OATA 1-A 5B 31 |II1T . R —
7 PLACE OF ENLISTMENT 3. DATE ENLISTED S FOR SERVICE IN(Give Arm-ﬁor--gndc ot T 10, NO. YEARS
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. EEE——

LITTLE ROCK, ARK, 4 NOV 57 REGULAR ARMY-Enlistment 3
11. GRADE’ 1 ] FOR GRADE 13, INITIAL ASSIGNMENT! LISME 060 £ 5

PAR20 AR STARG01:215,
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3 2 © .DECLARATICN OF APPLICANT
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1 YES N

16 | OCT |40 | THORNBURG, ARK,. BROWN | B 673" 133 | Civee Owe ,
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NONE N
24, CIVILIAN EDUCATYION (Years completed in sach. Give kind of degree, il any) ~L
e.  GRAMMAR l». HiGH SCHOOL lc. COLLEGE d. OTHER CIVILIAN SCHOOLS ATTENDED
YEARS [GRADUATED |YEARS [GRADUATED JYEARS [GRADUATED JOEGREE MAJOR SUBJECTS TED REE MAJOR SUBJECTS

YES WO YES NG YES .
8 |x 2 x| 0 x] © N\
252. MAIN CIVILIAN OCCUPATION = REL 1 MONTHS |c, AVERAGE WEEKLY
\ [l i3 WAGE
STUDENT - A\ NOT APRLICABLE
v n
e RECTERED | NowoEn . CLAS, d(‘stE:ﬂyk s':iwnc! GOARD NUMBEFR AND ADDRESS (Cliy, County and State,
YES KO — ~ .,r‘A -
: X | I 7 "LICAELE

27. HAVE YOU EVER BEEN ARRESTED, CHARGED, OR HELD
LAW, COUNTY DR MUNICIPALLA' REGULATIQN OR ORDINA\ 1
consider only period since date of last enlistment or inductiony

FEDERAQ NS + OR-CTHER LAW ENFORCEMENT AUT HORITIES FOR ANY VIOLATION OF ANY FEDEPAL LAW, STATE
NO. IF YES, GIVE DETAILS. (Do not include minor traific violstions.) (Prior service personnel

P~
28, HAVE YOU EVER BEEN CONVICTag GF A FELONY OR ANY OTHER GF FENSER OR ADJUDICAWED A YOUTHFUL OFFENDER OR JUVENILE DELINQUENT (Including
viotations of local ordinances)? [ JYES q
induction)

o \F YES, GIVE CETAILS. (Prior service personnel consider only those convictions and adjudications since vale of 1ast enlistment o2,

YES, GIVE DETAILS. (Prior service personnel consides orly those im-

25 HAVE YOU EVER BEEN [MPRISONED UNDER SENTENCE OF ANY COURT! g5 | m NO

prisonments since date of Jost enlistment or inguction)

30. ARE YOU NOW OR MAVE YOU EVER BEEN ON SUSPENDED SENTENCE, PAROLIE,PaoEATION,‘bR ARE YO AWAITING FINAL ACTION ON CHARGES AGAINST YOU
(Prior ssrvice pesconna! coneider only period since date of lass enifetment or Induction)’.

S

T ves Eno

OKASLE CONDITIONS,
reascns?t [ JYEs NO IF YES, GIVE SERVICE, DATE, PLACE AND CAUSE.!

ST VS

HAVE YOU EVER BEEN REJECTED FOR ENLISTMENT OR INDUCTION IN ANY Of THE ARMED FORCES OR BEEENDISCHARGED FROM PREVIOUS SERVICEUNDER CTHER THAN HON-
ER PERSONNEL SECURITY REGULATIONS OR BY REASON DF UNSUITABILITY OR UNDESIRABLE HABITS OR TRAITS OF CKARACTER, OR FOR MEDICAL

PRIOR SERVICE

3z
DATE OF ENL,
ARMED com- SERVICE IND, APT aND/OR | o DATE QR PE OF REASON FOR GRADE AT | mos/ Time VERIFIED
FORCE PONERNTY NUMBER ORDER 7O OR RELEASE DISCHARGE DISCHARGE DISCHARGE AFSC {Days) FROM
ACTIVE DUTY ¥
.
B . N
33. PRIOR ROTC OR CADET ;ﬂAINING {Yesrs - Typs Unit) - TR TOTAL SERVICE
Hom ACTIVE INACTIVE
YEARS MONTHS CAYS YEARS MONTHS DAYS

34, RESERVE COMMISSIONED STATUS {Service. grade and SN now held)

NONE 0 0 0

6. Y0 THE DEST OF YOUR KNOWLEDGE AND BELIEF, ARE YOU NOW SOUND aNO.wetL? R Jves [ JNO tF NO, GIVE ODETArLSS

PROCESSED

‘PAWS'S CONSENT GRANTED,
'THE ONLY PROMISES THAT HAVE BEEN MADE TO ME ARE ENTERED IN ITEM 11, & ITEM 13,

i
D B :%2“55 REPLACES DD FORM &, { NOV E3, AND DA FORM 185, 1 AUG B4, (for Anmy use) WHICH ARE OBSOLETE

! To be initisled by enlistee



rz—a_ I know that if | secure my eolistment by means of any false statement, willful misrepresentation or concealment as to my qualificavions for enlistment, 1 &am liable to wial
by court martial or discharge for fraudulent enlistment, and that if rejected because of any disqualification koown and concealed by me, 1 will not be furnished tecurn transporta-
tion to place of acceptance. | have read or had cx.phined to me paragraph 13, AR 604-10 or so much of AFR 35-62 as sets forth the criteria (reasons) for discharge and rypes
of discharge, and cértify that | [ Have Have never(check one) engaged in disloyal or subversive activitics as defined therein. | undersiand thac ] am expected to be avail-

able for order to active duty ar any time during this enlistment in event of a mobilization or cmergency requiring my services. ] understand thac if I am ordered to active dury |

will be given a physical examination and may be discharged if found physically disqualified on that examination. ] ceruify thatt [T ] AM [X) AM NOT (cbheck one}now drawing
retited pay from the government of the United States. | further cectify thae 1 [T ] AM @ AM NOT (cbheck one) now drawing a pension, disability allowance, or disability com-
pensation from the government of the United States. I declare that | am not now a member of any of the Armed Forces (Army, Air Force, Navy, Marine Corps, or Coas! Guard)
or any Reserve compon ent thereof in active, inactive, reserve, or retired status unless so indicated and explained by me; that the foregoing questions and answets thereto have
been read to me; that my answers have been correcily recorded and are true in all respects and that ] fully understand the ‘conditions under which | am enlisting. !

GIVEN AT (Place of acceptance) o OATE OF ACCEPTANCE

LITTLE ROCK, ARK, 2 NOV 57

TURE OF WITNESS (First name, middie nams, lasf name) SIGNATURE OF APPLJCANT (First namg middle namg, last name)

39, REMARKS (For “7 the Enlisting Officer)

H. ii - & DATE DD FORM 53 FORWARDED

L ROV 57

VERIFIED AT BY (Signature of Enlisting Officer) GRADE AND ORGANIZATION OF ENLISTING OFFICER

i 2

2
2o, F
LIVILE mook, K, Ao iende D D epgecs | capr D umn us ARME CRUTT DIST.

40, OATH OF ENLISTMENT (For sorv_ics{! National Guard or Air National Guard)

ST ss:

CITY, TOWN, O

12 - do bereby acknowiedge to have vo
FIR$T NAME. MIDDLE NaME g
day of 19 , in the {Army} and as a Reserve of the (Arwy) (A Fd(c:)l
with membership in the (National Guard of the United States) (Air National Guard of tl a years under the conditioas prescribed b}
law,unless sooaer discharged by proper authority; and I do solemnly sy paet® (0 2P -piance o the United States of America and to the State of

- SIGNATURE (First nams, middle name, last name) 5

at. OATH OF ENLISTMENT (For service in Regular Army, Regulsr Air Ferce, Ammy Reserve, or Air Force Reserve)

staTe of____ARKANSAS ss:
CITY, TOWN, OR MILITARY POsT _ LTTTLE ROCK l
k 3 by Jaw, this3 l"
Tﬁ%ﬁ

I,Wmm do bercby ackoowledge to have vcluntarily enlisted, usder the coaditio
FIRST NAME, MIDOLE NAME. LAST NAME

day of_ NQV o 19 5‘1’ in the

for a period of

WORDS AND FIGURES J
years unless sooner discharged by proper authority; and 1 do solemnly swear (or affirm)that | will bear uue faith and allegiance to the United States of America; that 1 will serve

them honestly and faithfully against all their enemies whomsoever; and that | will obey the orders of tbe President of the United States, and the otders of the officers appointed
‘ 1

over me, according to regulations aod the Uniform Code of Military Justice.

vay]

42 CERTIFICATE OF ENLISTMENT

1 certify that the above oath was subscribed and duly swors to before me this? l" day of NOVL 19 57
1 further certify that this enlistee was minucely inspected by me prior to his subscribing to the oath; that i found enlistee entrely sober and in fll possessica of all of his mental
iaculties; that to the best of my judgment and belief entistce fuifills all legal requirements, and that in enlisting this applicant | have suictly observed tie regulations governing
such enlistmcot. | further certify that the above oath, as {illad in. ¥as read (o the applicant prior o subscriting thereto.
TYPED NAME. GRADE AND ORGARIZATION OF ENLISTING OF FICER snam\yr LISTING OFFICER

CHARLES O TEAGUE,CAPT INF,HQ ATHA CRUIT DIST. =7 720 2, D ™) ppeis
= = .~

! 70 be innialed by snlistee - 3 The dates in osth and certificate @ust be the same . SThe signsture must Pe identical with that
2 Carefully compare with the neme at top of pege 1. 4 pelete one. subscribedto Gaclaraticn of Applicant.

FINGERPRINTS O IGHT HAND

- 356559
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ITEM TIME
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o et
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3 Us25s

ik

-

| Aisbiuy
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ARV were airlifted into actjon. Hostile ground fire was not recei-red

by the flight and by 1040 hours the mission was completed.

On 25 December 1964, twelve UH-1B troop carriers and five UH-iB armed
helicopters of the 120th Aviation Company departed Tan Son Naut at 0500
hours enroute to the staging area at Bien Hoa. Intellig=nce had repcited

a Vict Cong prisoner of war camp in the vicinity of coorvdinates AT155365,

¢}

It was estimated that at least three American prisoners were held at tpis
camp. 7“he obiect of this mission was to 1ift an assault fecrce into tune
sus:. ~ted area, retvievs the Viet Cong held prisoners, and extract the
assazuit force after the prisoners had been liberated. Part of a larger
T..27 furce, the 120t. sviation Company took off from the staging area with
& full Ioad of troops .t 0640 hours enroute to the landing sone at coordi-
nates X7 155365, A total of 288 ARVN Rangers of the 33 Range» Bn wern air
127t2Z Ty the Aviation Co's supporting this operation. pon azrival au
vire landing zone sporadic small arms ground fire was received. OSuppres-
give fire was returned by the armed UH-1B's and door gunners of the 1ift
air .- 7t. Once on the wroun:. the ARVN Rangers moved quickly toward

their objective but were unable to make contact with the Viet Cong or
their suspected prisoner camp. Starting at 1115 hours, the Rangers were
cxtracted from the same L2 in two 1ifts and returned to Bien Hoa, HNe

hits werc sustained by any aircraft in the flight’

26
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- DAILY STAFF JOURNAL OR DUTY OFFICER'S LOG PAGE NO NO. OF PAGES
(AR 220-346 & FM 101-5)
w’ ORGANIZATION OR INSTALLATION LOCATION PERIOD COVERED
FROM . TO
- HOUR DATE HOUR DATE
N MACY =312 00 0001 | 29Decbl 2400 | 29Decél,
M ITEM TIME 110N
u NO. o Py INCIDENTS, MESSAGES, ORDERS, ETC. ACTI TAKEN INL
22 (CONTP D) WALKED FOR APPROX An HOUR WITH SECURITY ON

BOTH FLANKS IW TH& PADDIES UNTIL THEY TEOUGHT

THEY HAD CLEARED THE ARKA, THEY STARTED TO

REMOUNT ON THE TRUCKS WHEN THE VC HIT THEM

VIC WR 955320. LOSSES wWilkE 5 KIh, 27 WIh,

AuD 4 M1'S. NOJREPORT Un &Y VG LOSSES.

23 11533 ABN BDE - NO PLANNED ThOOP MOVEMEWTS FROM ABN

BDE EXCEPT THE USUAL PATROLS BY 1 CO FHOM 6TH

BN.

2L 1538 2AIRDIV- FIks 14 CIVILIAN LOUSIHG AREA NEAR
0.9,
TSN, NOTIFISD POLITICAL SKECT OF M EMBAREY.

25 1700 111 CURPS: O 28 DEC VC MOVED INTO DIwH GIA

VILLAGE, PLUCC TUY PROV. TWO COMPAWNIES, 1

b
"
"
]
"
o
-
-
-

FEOM 30Tk RANGER B AKD 1 FROM 38th RA:GER

f Biv, ATTEMPTED TC MOVE I.JTC THE VILLAGE BUT
o w WERE UNABLE TO DO IT. Al OPERATION STARTED
- 29 DEC WITH 33D RANGEL Biv AND THE OTHER TWO
" RA.GER COS ‘?%-”3 EMPLOYED. EST VC BN IS
- | BELIEVED IN AHEA. TIME OPN STARTED UuK.
f RESULTS: FRIENDLY 10 WIA INCK 1 U.S. 3 HELI-
- COPTERS DOUWw: VIC YS 461774, YS 450740, ¥S
- 98763 AT 291430H, 291600H, 291700H RESPECT-
- IVELY BECAUSE OF HOSTILE GROUsD FIRE. THE
- TYPED NAME AND GRADE OF OFFICER OR OFFICIAL ON BUTY SIGNATURE
DA. 583“62 1594 PREVIOUS EDITION OF THIS FORM 1S OBSOLETE.  # U.5 GOVERNNENT PRINTING OFFICE : 1962 0—6R4iss
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PAGE NO. NO. OF PAGES

ORGANIZATION OR INSTALLATION LOCATION

HACV J-312

PERIOD COVERED

FROM

TO

HOUR DATE

COC 0001 | 29Uecbl 124,00 | 29Degh

HOUR DATE

ITEM
NO.

TIME

IN

ouT

INCIDENTS, MESSAGES, ORDERS, ETC.

ACTION TAKEN

INL

22

(GONT'D)

UHIB DOWN AT VIC Y5 498763 WAS COMPLETELY

DESTROYED.  This OTHER TW UHIB'S WILL BE HELIS

LIFT8D FROM DOwnkD SITES. IT WAS KEPCRTED

[HAT 4 U.S. PERSONNEL WSRE WOUNDED IN THE

DOWED UH1B AT VIC YS 498763 AdD WARE EVAC—

UATED TO SATGON, THE CREW MEMBERS OF THE

HaMATNING DOWNED UH1B'S HAVE BEEN PICKED UP

AdD 0 {HJURIES REPORTED.

26

1810

CMD DO: NO PREPLANNED ARTY SCHEDULED IN CMD

). {11 COLPS AREA TONIGHT.

27

2000

ARC JHA THANG (MK BOWIE) MR BOWIE SAID THAT

bGT HECEOUSSE HAD A VALID EMERGENCY AWD

LEGURSTED A CONTROL KR FOR A CALL. GIVEN.

28

2045

IIT CORPS: FURTHER RESULTS IN THi PHOUC TUY

OPN: FRD: 14 WIhA, 4 KIA, REFAERENCE THE TWO

DOWNBD HELICOPTERS: ONE WAS HELIFITED AND ONE

WAS FLOWN OUT. NO VC RESULTS, BUT ESI IMATE

b HIGH CCOU.IT, AT THIS TIME EVERY THING IS

LUIET. A TOTAL OF 30 SORTIES'IH;:,VE BEEN FLOWN

bINCE 291400H,

TYPED NAME AND GRADE OF OFFICER OR OFFICIAL ON DUTY SIGNATURE

DA.

1594

PREVIOUS EDITION OF THIS FORM IS OBSOLETE. # U.S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 1962 0—664154
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(&

(AR 220-346 & FM 101-5) 10 _
ORGANIZATION OR INSTALLATION LOCATION PERIOD COVERED
FROM TO
MACV J—3l2 CoC HOUR DATE HOUR DATE
- 0001 29Decbhbl 24,00 29Decbl,
u I:SM IN e ouUT INCIDENTS, MESSAGES, ORDERS, ETC. ACTION TAKEN INL
o 29 | 2300 I1 CORPS (MAJ CARSON): II CORPS IS CONDUCTING
; A PRACTICE ALERT COMMENCING AT 292300H TO LASE
» 5 APPROX 30 MINUTES TO AN HOUR. REASON IS
PCSSIBLY, TO MAKE A COMMU.IICATION CHECK. U.S.
» _
- PERSONNEL ARE PARTICIPATING ALONG WITH THEIR
" COUNTERPAKTS.

: 30 | 2305 CMD (MAJ RICARD): 10 KOUNDS OF ARTY WERE

FIKED FROM VIC XS 715789 BY THE -2ND PLT, BTY

C, 30TH ARTY AT SUSPECTED VC TARGET AT VIC

. ; XS 790755, LS 780765, XS 785763, XS 778765

" | AND XS 777763. 2 RDS WERE FIRED AT EACH

- TARGET. RESULTS UNK.

@" 31 ] 2230 (DELAYED ENTRY): III CORPS (CAPT FURMAN):

“, BACKGROQUKD: _VC APPARANTELY MCOVED On BINH GIA

f DURING NIGHT 27 DEC OR EARLY MORNIWG 28 DEC.

- AT 280910 THE VC WEKE IN CONTROL OF THE VILLAGE.

- A REACTION FORCE WAS CALLED FOR AT 281010 AND

a AT 281142 A CO, 30TH RANGERS HAD BEEN HELILIFTED 3
‘; Iy TO JOIN & CO OF THE 38TH RANGERS WHICH HAD

i BEEN LOCATED AT A SUB-SECTOR TOWN ABOUT 3 KM

"’ WEST OF BINH GIA, RESULIS: FRIEWDLY 4 KIA, ]
ﬂi : 9 WlA, VC: 32 KIA (BODYCOUNT). Oii 29 DEC

- THE 33RD RALGERS PLUS AWOTHER CO 30TH RANGERY

o TYPED NAME AND GRADE OF OFFICER OR OFFICIAL ON DUTY SIGNATURE

2 DA , !;gsuez 1 5 94 PREVIOUS EDITION OF THIS FORM 18 OBSOLETE,  * U.S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 196 0— 654154
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(AR 220-346 & FM 101-5)

PA Gij-o.

NO. OF PAGES

MACV J=312

ORGANIZATION OR INSTALLATION

LOCATION

PERIOD COVERED

FROM

TO

DATE

29lec

HOUR

CcoC 0001

HOUR

6L 24004

DATE

29Decbl,

ITEM TIME

INCIDENTS, MESSAGES, ORDERS, ETC.

NO. T

ouT

ACTION TAKEN

INL

WERE SEnT. AT 291030 THEY REPORTED NOT IN

CONTACT BUT CONTACT IMMINENT. AT 291255 THE

33RD RANGERS REQUESTED PERMISSION TO COMMIT

[HEIR RESERVES.

AS OF 292230 THE VC STILL HERD

PART OF THE TOWN WHICH IS ABOUT 3/L4 K& LONG.

THE 2ND CO, 33RD RANGERS HAS BEEN OUT OF

CONTACT WITH BN FOR SEVERAL HCURS. TWO US

EM AKE REPORTED MIA, PRESUMABLY WITH THAT CO:

CIN(PAT TWr
I R NVE( SpaT

BENNETT, HAROLD G., SGT E5, RAL8542931 AND

AG-CASenLTY

CRAFTS, CHARLESE, PVT E2, US51479671.

FRIENDLY CASUALTIES: 4 KIA, 25 WIA; VC URK,

THREE 50 CAL MG WERE LOCATED AWD ATTACKED BY

Al ACFT; ONE MG CONTINUED TO FIRE. TWO

|MORTAR PSN WERE SPOTTED AND ATK BY ARMED

UH-1B. 1 UH-1B WAS DESTROYED, TWO MORE DOWNE

O

BUT REGCVERED., 6 US WIA'S., ESTIMATED REINFOR

CED

VC BATTALION IN AnEA. MORE THAN 30 Al SCRITE

-

HAVE BEEN FLOWN, AND UNKNOWN NUMBER ARM

D

UH-1E SOKTIES. THERE ARE Al'S, A FLARESHIP,

AnD ARMED UH-1B'S Ih THE ARFA.

32 1 <245

CMD (MAJ MCCAFFEE): A TANK PLATOON WILL MOWH

OUT THE BIEW HOA HWY TOMORROW MORNING (30 DEQ

S~

TO REINFORCE A PLATOON ALREADY AT BARIA.

TYPED NAME AND GRADE OF OFFICER OR OFFICIAL ON DUTY

SIGNATURE

DA .. 1594

PREVIOUS EDITION OF THIS FORM IS OBSOLETE.
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) MACV Jd-312 GOG 0001 | 29Decbl 2400 | 29Decbl
E ITEM TIME INCIDENTS, MESSAGES, ORDERS, ETC ACTION TA
| NO. ™ pygee , , , . TION TAKEN INL
é THEY WILL RiMAIN THERE G4 A PERMANENT BASIS.
J
!

-

!

“ N ’

|

e !

-
|
i
|

ﬁ B
: TYPED NAME AND GRADE OF OFFICER OR OFFICIAL ON DUTY SIGNATURE

DA FORM 1 94 PREVIOUS EDITION OF THIS FORM IS OBSOLETE. % U.S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 1962 0—664154
t NOV 82




3

S

DAILY STAFF JOURNAL OR DUTY OFFICER'S LOG
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PAGE NO.

1

NO. OF PAGES

MAQY J-312

ORGANIZATION OR INSTALLATION

LOCATION

PERIOD COVERED

FROM

TO

HOUR

COC 0001

DATE

30Decbl

HOUR

2400

DATE

30Decbl

ITEM TIME

INCIDENTS, MESSAGES, ORDERS, ETC.

NO. IN ouT

ACTION TAKEN INL

1 0147

USSF GP SAIGON (SGT CAMPBELL): AT 300132 NHA

TRANG NOTIFIED USSF GP IN SAIGON THAT THE

USSF DET IN BINH DUONG PROVINCE VIC XT 740330

WAS UNDER ATTACK. THE CODE WORD IS "CABBY",

WHICH MEANS THE DET AT BEN CAT. THE DET'S

STRIKE FORCE IS I THE FIELD, NOTIFIED JOC

AT 0155,

2 0200

L CeReEs
DONG @ OP I BINH [UOKG PROVIHCE VIC XT 795432
<0

1S UNDER ATTACK BY VC WITH MCRTARS AND SMALL

ARMS FIRE. THERE ARE 2 VNSF CO'S IN THE VIC.

BEN CAT VIC XT 740330 IS ALSO UNDER ATTACK

WITH MORTAH AND SMALL ARMS FIhkk. INCQMING

FIKE HITTING IN 105 ARTY PLT PSN. RESULTS:

Ky Wik i - _
2<%, 2 Mg, 2 TRUCKS BURWING. TWO FLARESHIPS

UP, OnNE OVER EACH AREA UNDER ATTACK. FIGHTERS

SENT IN SUPPORT AND A L~19 WITH OBSERVER ALSO

OVER TARGET.

3 0205

AOC (SGT FISHER): 1. THERE WAS A CLASH

BEIWEEN VC AND FRIEWDLY FORCES Id VINH BINH

PROVINCE VIC XS 313123. FLARESHIP 0. TAKRGET

AT 1935 AND OFF AT 2240, DROPPED 14 FLARES.

2 A1H'S SCHAMBLED BUT DUE TO ENGI..E TROUBLE

RETURNED. 2 MORE SENT BUT ASOC CANCELLED.

TYPED NAME AND GRADE OF OFFICER OR OFFICIAL ON bUTY

SIGNATURE

DA .. 1594

PREVIOUS EDITION OF THIS FORM IS OBSOLETE.
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PAGE NO.

2

NO. OF PAGES

ORGANIZATION OR INSTALLATION LOCATION

MACV J-312

PERIOD COVERED

FROM

TO

HOUR DATE

HOUR

COC 0001 | 30Decth 2400

DATE

30Decbl,

"

ITEM
NO.

TIME

INCIDENTS, MESSAGES, ORDERS, ETC.

ouT

ACTION TAKEN INL

ATTACK BROKEN OFF AT 292350. 2. VO NADE

CuJTACT IN OPERATION AREA IN PHUOC TUY PROVING

VIC Y5 490770 WITH FRIENDLY FORCES. FLARESHIP

O« TARGET AT 2045 AND OFF AT 2250. DROPPED

’3 »

82 FLAHES. 2A1E'S ON TAKGET AT 1920-2000 AND

2 MORE O FROM 1920~2120 ALIL EXPENDED.

3. M OP IN VINH LONG PROVINCE WAS ATTACKED

BY VC. FLARESHIP ON TARGET. 2A1H'S ON TARGET

AT 0005 AND OFF AT 0035. EXPENDED.

L. AN OP WAS ATTACKED BY VC IN AN GIANG

PHOVIACE VIC WS 497388, REQUEST FLARSZSHIP AT

292140 DEC. OP OVERRUN. 5. AN OP WAS

ATTACKED BY VC IN VINH LONG PROVI.CE VIC

WS 884308, REQUESTS® TO AOC MADE THEN

CANCELLED., 6. AN OP WAS ATTACKED BY VC IN

BA XUYEN PROVINCE VIC XR 289556. FLARESHIF

Oiv AT 2252 AND OFF AT 0030. DROPPED 106

FLARES., ATTACK BROKEN OFF AT 300050 DEC.

7. AN OP IN VINH LONG PROVINCE VIC WS 980195

WAS ATTACKED BY VC, FLARESHIP ON TARGET AT

2235 sND OFF AT 0035; DROPPED 38 FLARES. 2

A1H'S DISPATCHED, DID KOT EXPEND. 8, AN OP

IN GO CONG PROVINCE VIC XS 875544 WAS ATTACKH

D
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HOUR DATE HOUR DATE

MACY J-312 coe 0001 | 30Decth 2400 | 30Decéby

ITEM TIME
NO. IN ouT

INCIDENTS, MESSAGES, ORDERS, ETC. ACTION TAKEN IN

BY VC. FLARRSHIP o TARKGET AT 2350 aiD OFF AT

0130. 40 FIARES DRUPPED,

4 0300 USSF GP SAIGUN (SGT CAMPBELL): REF ITEM #1l.

ReCpIVED InFO FROM tHA TRANG THAT BEN CAT 15

STILL UNUBER ATTACK.

5 0320 USSF GP (SGT CAMPEELL): RECEIVED CALL O

R+.DIC vROM CABBY (BEN CAT) TG SEND HELP TO

DONG 50 VIC XT 795432. AT 0253 BY THE SAME

SOURCE IT WAS REPURTED THAT 4 VC BN'S WERE "€>

i

ATTACKING AnD JAMMING THEIR FREQUENCY .

NOTIFIED III CORPS AT 0325. .G@iss®

ALSO WOTIFIED JOC AT 0331,

6 0325 USSF GP (SGT CAMPBELL): LOCATIuw OF DOuG SO

CHANgeJ LAteR Tfo
1S KT 795432. RBSULTS: FRIENDLY 2 KIA, 2 WIa., &iA, JWNIA

7 o 0350 |I1I CORPS TOC (MaJ MCELE): 5TH DIV R&FORTED

FIRING HAL CRASED AT BEN CAT, MED BVAC WILL

B MADE, 1 SERIOUSLY WOUNDED. NO INFO Ow

DONG SO 0P, THE DOwG SO OP Was ATTACKED AT

APPHOX 300050 DEC AND BEN CAT WAS ATTACKER

AT APPROX 300130 DrC.

8 0405 |5TH DIV TUC (MAJ CHAVIS): STH DIV LOST

COLTACT WITH DCLG 306 OP. AN I~19 OVER ARBA,

NO ACTIuw ATl THLIS TIMb. ARTY FLakES Ahd BEInG
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ORGANIZATION OR INSTALLATION LOCATION PERIOD COVERED
FROM TO
? HOUR DATE HOUR DATE
HAGY J~312 CuC 0001 | 30Dechblh | 24001 30Dectlh
'I(E)M N e p INCIDENTS, MESSAGES, ORDERS, ETC. ACTION TAKEN INL
USeb 1.0 THE AREA,. WILL REPCHT WHERN SORETHING

BRuAKS.

9 0530 {111 cunpPS (CAPT FURMAN): CALLED III CORPS ALD

S50. REF Biaiv CAT IT IS NUw HEPORTRD THAT

|
|
I THEY DIDw'T HAVE ANY ADDITIOWAL INFO CN DOWG
|

FRIENDLY CASUALTI®=S:ARE: 1 KIA, 1 WIA,

2 THUCKS BURNED. HU FURThER IkFO Oi THIs

SITUATICN AT PHUCC TUY PHOVI.WCH. OTHER THAN

1II CurPS WILL COWTIWUE THE OPERATIOiW. ALL

1S QUIBT kOW. REQUZSTED THAT I1L COLPS SEND

LATEST IAFO FCR ERISFING,

i 10 | 0544 I CURPS ( MAo PUYBEK): NEGATIVE REPURT.
f 0545 II COKPS (LTCOL A4LEES): NEGATIVE REPCKI.
; 0546 7TH DIV (CAPI TRUWYOR): NEGATIVE RIZPORT.
' 0548 1V CORPS (CAPT CASuILY): NEGATIVE REPORT.
0550 CiiD (MAJ hICAKD): nEGATIVE REPOKT.
0555 JUC: NEGATIVE REPORT.
0602 MP DESK (SGT WHALLY): NusGATIVE REPCKT.
0603 2ND AD (MAJ ENGLE): wiGATIVE HEPOHT.
0605 USSF (SGT VICKERS): KEGATLIVE REPOKT,

AN AN
\ AN
N N
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NO. OF PAGES

MACV J-312

ORGANIZATION OR INSTALLATION

LOCATION

PERIOD COVERED

FROM

T0O

HOUR

0001

DATE

CoC
30Dech

HOUR

b 2400

DATE

30Decés

ITEM TIME

s 8o

NO. IN

ouUT

INCIDENTS, MESSAGES, ORDERS, ETC.

ACTION TAKEN

INL

1 o525 (

DELAYED

CMD (MAJ RICARD): AT 292200H DEC A TEZAM OF

PF MAIHTAINING SECURITY FOR A MOURNING HOUSE

LN CAY BANG HAMLET IW GIA DINH DISTRICT VIC

XS5 895 906 WAS FIKED OW BY 3 VC AGENTS. 1 PF

WIA., PF RETURKED FIRE AND 1 VC HIT AND CARRIE

CFF,

0620

IIT CORPS (CAPT FURMAN): LATEST CASUALTY FIGU

HES

FOR PHUOC TUﬂI OPERATION IS FRD: 8 KIA, 34 W

b.& &.&@

(6Us). VC: 32 KIA (BODY COUNT).

13 0705

IV CCRPS (CAPT CASSIDY): REF ITEM 3 NOTE 4.

EV
THE OP. BAY OT IN&'GIANG PROVINCE VIC MV

%?7228 WAS ATTACKED BY ESTIMATED 300 VC. THE

oo
g;BJ WAS DEFENDED BY 37 PF, NOT CONFIBMED IF

g?sr
IT WAS OVEHRRUWKD. THE WAS HIT AT 300028,

TEAM WILL GO OUT AT DAY LIGHT TOC CHEEK.

14 0825

A CHECK WITH III COKPS TGC, CAPT FURMAN, ON

THE BINH GIA OPERATION INDICATES AT PRESENT

THAT ARMED UH1B'S (NUMBER UNKNOWN) ARE MAKING

STRIKES AGAINST THE VC POSITIONS IN THE VILLAGE.

& MIG IS8 TAKING PLACE NOW TO DETERMIWE A PLAN

OF ATTACK. THE VC ARE STILL PRESENT. .

15 0900

SSF (CAPT THOMPSON): AT 300820H DEC 64 AN

ST IMATED VO BN HIT TOWN OF XA LOC NINH, TAY
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PAGE NO.

A

NO. OF PAGES

HACV J-312

ORGANIZATION OR INSTALLATION LOCATION PERIOD COVERED

COC FROM

TO

HOUR DATE

0001 | 30Decbl

HOUR

2400

DATE

30Decbl

ITEM
NO.

TIME

IN ouT

INCIDENTS, MESSAGES, ORDERS, ETC.

ACTION TAKEN INL

15

0900 (ICONT'D)

“ﬂ Conpos

NINH PROVINCE VIC XT 398630, TWO STRIKE FORCHN oTIFien. THe Y
' STMTED THL I NFo

COMPANIES IN THE AREA ARE PRESENTLY HOLDING |W®3 EvlacnEous.

THE BN DOWN BUT CARNNOT TAKE THEM,., AIR ST J

HAVE BEEN REQUESTED,

16

0925

C/S: C/S CALLED SAID HE HAD RECEIVED WORD FROM

COL BARTON THAT KIEN GIANG PROVINCE WITH THE

EXCEPT OF HIEU L& AND KIEN AN DISTRICTS HAD

BEEN TRANSFERRED TO 9TH DIV AREA, PASSED INF(

TO MAJ My TTHEWS,

17

1000

III CORPS TOC (CAPT MCCOSKEY): RESULTS OF AN

DAN 44: Friendly - 1 KIA, 6 WIA; VC - 24 KI4

(BCDY COUNT), 1 CAPTURED WIA, 4 IND WPNS.

18

1015

JOC (CAPT WEEDEN): REPORTS RECEIVED AT JOC

INDICATE THAT 33RD RANGER BN #MS SUFFERED

£
HEAVY LOSES AND IS DOWN TO APPRCX 100 EFFECT}VES.

Engrh
THE BN WAS UNDER STRINGHF PRIOR TO THIS

EVGr
OP=RATION, APPROX 200 OR 250 STRE#HHT FOR

&NTIRE BN. BATTLE IN PHUC TUY IS STILL CONT-

INING WITH H:AVY CCNTACT.,ONE COMPANY OF THE

4TH MARINE BN HAS BEEN COMMITTED. REF TAY NIKH

LOC NINH OP ATTACK KO INDICATION THAT POST

WAS ATTACK BY BN SIZE FORCE.
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FROM TO
MCV J—an COC HOUR DATE HOUR DATE
° 0001 | 30 Decbl 12400 | 30Decél
l:gM - TIME ouT INCIDENTS, MESSAGES, ORDERS, ETC. ACTION TAKEN INL
= 19 | 1030 ABN BDE (CAPT WEBB): 7TH ABN BN MAY GO BY HCP{R
- TO PHUOC TUY VIC YS 490 780 ON II CORPS REQUHST
1ST ABN BN MAY GO BY ABN ASET IF ACFT ARE A
AVAILABLE, JOC AND HIGH COMMAND ARE AWARE OF
THIS.
N }
20 | 1100 IV CORPS (hiJ CARSWELL): BOUNDARIES BETwEay |P¢ VoT'F'€”
9TH DIV AND 21ST DIV CHANGED ON 27 DEC CN ORBER
! OF IV CORPS CG. THIS WAS A MILITARY CHANGE
- !
- : OWLY. NO PORITICAL CHANGE AS YET. NEW BOUNDARY:
- !
- ; WR 060536 —= VR 955601 - VR 950 615 -~ VR 900 400 -
- VR 866 623 - VR 838 630.
‘ : ' JoC VO TIFIED
o1 J1130 111 COHRPS TUG (CAPT MC COSKEY): THERE WERE 5
" USSF PERSONWEL INVOLVED IN THE DONG SO ATTACK
- i
) IN BINH DUONG PROVIWNCE VIC XT 795 432. REPORTED
- ; THAT THERE WERE 2 KIA (USSF).AND POSSIELE 1
f
" WIA (USSF). THE WIA AWD THE 2 BODIES WERE
- EVACUATED TO BEN CAT AND THE WIA FURTHER MED
aud , ECAC'D TC SAIGON, THE OTHZR 2 USSF ARE SUP-
- i
o PUSED TO BE AT BEN CAT,
-
“;
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DATE

30Decél,

ITEM
NO.

TIME

INCIDENTS, MESSAGES, ORDERS, ETC.

ouT

ACTION TAKEN INL

22

1250

III CORPS (MAJ BERKEY) - MORE INFORMATION ON

PHOUC TUY OPN. THE 4TH MARINZS COMPLETED

MOVEMENT THROUGH BINH GIA AND LINKED UP WITH

~ {THE 33RD RANGER BN.

PEOPLE ARE COMING OUT OF

THEIR HOUSES NOW. THZ 4TH MARINES MADE NO

CONTACT WITH ANY VC AND IT APPEARS THAT THE

VC HAVE LEFT THE ARFA.

23

1300

SPT CMD (SGT HORNBROOK) - THE TWO USSF

CINC PAC 77X
AG-chsvacry

ove—s—BtAN

PERSONNFL REPORTED AS KIA AT sk IN W

/IVTERNAL 5 POT

3
PROVINCE ARE, MSG E8 SEIGRIST, WILLIAM

L., RA 13234222, A/314,5TH SFG (ABN),1ST SF,

APO 4O AND SSG E6 PANULA, REINO A, RA556878L9

A/314, 5TH SFG (ABN),1ST SF, APO 40. THE

EXACT CAUSE OF DEATH IS UNKNOWN AT PRESENT.

2L

1300

III COKPS TOC (CAPT McCOSKEY) - VG LOSSES FOR

AN DAN hﬁ OPNS 4S OF 301100H, 27 VC KlA,

3 WIA, 1 BREN GUN, 1 M1 RIFLE, 1 THOMPD N SMB

1 CARBINE, 1 RUSSIAN RIFLE AND 2 MAGAZINES

FROM AN UNIDENTIFIZD MG. THE OPERATION

CONTINUES.

25

1350

III CORPS TOC (CAPT MCCOSKEY) THE 3318T &

332ND CIDG COS WERE OVERRUN AT BONG SC. BOTH

CO CMDRS WERE KIA AND 2 U.S. KIA. SF COS
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Eyewitness Statement of Colonel Douglas E. Moore, U.S. Army (Retired)

This is written to support a Medal of Honor recommendation for Army Staff
Sergeant Harold George Bennett, RA 18 542 931.

While I didn’t know Sergeant Bennett personally, I was in close proximity to him on
at least two different occasions and communicated with him by radio just prior to
his capture by the Viet Cong on 29 December 1964. His actions on both of those
days speak volumes about this brave soldier’s gallantry and intrepidity above and
beyond the call of duty. His personal bravery and self-sacrifice on the battlefield and
while being held as a Prisoner of War (POW) were so conspicuous until there is no
question that he deserves to be recognized with our Nation’s highest military honor.

The first time I became aware of Sergeant Bennett’s courage occurred during a
meeting on or about 23 December 1964 at the 145™ Aviation Battalion located at
Tan Son Nhut Air Base in Saigon. We had been alerted a day or so earlier that a
mission was being planned to attempt a rescue of two American POWs.

Most of us had participated in missions like that previously, but we knew this one
would be radically different after being told that heavy concentrations of tear gas
would be used to confuse the captors during the rescue attempt. Each of the
helicopter units participating in the effort was furnished a sufficient number of
protective masks for its aircrews and we flew practice missions to learn the nuances
of flying with a device that was not designed for aviation use.

At the 145™ meeting, we also learned the raid would be conducted on early
Christmas merning in an area of triple canopy jungle north of Tay Ninh. The
location presented a major problem because the only landing zone (LZ) anywhere
near the suspected POW camp was so small until it would not accommodate more
than one helicopter at a time. We were then told the operation would be conducted
in two phases. The first would be to insert a small team of six or seven Vietnamese
Rangers accompanied by an American Advisor into that tiny LZ. Their mission was
engage the Viet Cong captors in an attempt to keep them from fleeing further into
the jungle with the POWs while the remainder of the 33rd Vietnamese Ranger
Battalion was air landed in a clearing about 1000 meters away.

At that meeting, I recall everyone calling the single ship effort a “suicide” mission. I
think all us expected the aircraft to be shot down and believed the Ranger Team
would either be killed or captured. I distinctly remember being very concerned for
the safety of the lone American who would be inserted with that small band of
Vietnamese Rangers.



As operations officer for the 57™ Medical Detachment (Dust Off), I took the
necessary information from the meeting and briefed two of our crews who would be
participating in the operation. On Christmas Eve, I was the duty pilot for our unit
and was extraordinarily busy all day. Then late in the afternoon, a pair of Viet Cong
sappers drove an explosive laden truck into the parking lot of the Brinks Hotel, an
American BOQ in downtown Saigon, and detonated it, killing or wounding more
than 50 people. ' '

Since I was up most of the night on Christmas Eve, I didn’t get to Tay Ninh until
late morning on Christmas Day. On the flight there, I kept wondering whether the
mission had been successful and what had happened to the lone American who had
volunteered to go on the mission. By the time I arrived, the raid was winding down
and I learned the Viet Cong had probably been tipped off in advance and moved the
POWs before the Ranger team got there. In retrospect however, that does not
diminish the gallantry and intrepidity of the soldier who volunteered for what
everyone thought would surely be a suicide mission. Years later, I learned that
soldier was Sergeant Harold George Bennett.

Four days later, a regiment of the 9" Viet Cong Division overran the tiny village of
Binh Gia located about 50 miles southeast of Saigon while a second regiment took
up positions around all of the nearby clearings because they knew the American
helicopters would be coming soon, loaded with Vietnamese soldiers and
accompanied by their American Advisors.

Two large scale airlifts took place on 29 December and the battle became
particularly intense after the second insertion when an enemy force later estimated
to be more than 5000 attacked a South Vietnamese force of less than 500. Several
American helicopters were struck by enemy fire and at least three were shot down.

As the pilot of a Dust Off medical evacuation helicopter, I spent the day
transporting wounded and dead from the battle area to a Vietnamese Military
Hospital in Saigon. About mid-afternoon, I took a load there and was headed to the
refueling point when I heard a radio call indicating that an American had been
seriously wounded near the Cambodian border, west of Saigon. We had enough fuel
to complete the mission, so we responded immediately and picked up a Special
Forces NCO and several Vietnamese.

Returning to Tan Son Nhut Air Base, I walked to our operations shack while the
crew refueled our helicopter. At that early stage of the Vietnam War, we did not
have the infrastructure that came when American combat units were introduced in
the following spring of 1965. In 1964, there were only about 20,000 Americans in-
country and we were scattered about the countryside in small advisory teams or
aviation units. Our communications systems were fragile at best and we depended
on unreliable radio relay and land line telephone systems and there were none of the
“Command and Control” helicopters that continuously orbited the battlefields once
the American combat units arrived.



When I reached operations, they had no missions pending, so I used our land line to
call the Vietnamese III Corps Tactical Operations Center (TOC) located about 25
miles away in Bien Hoa to ask if there were any more wounded at Binh Gia. The
American Advisor at the TOC told me he didn’t know because they had no contact
with anyone in that area. At that point, I decided to take off again to see whether I
could reach someone flying in the Binh Gia area to get a better update.

Since Binh Gia was nearly 50 miles away, I climbed out to about 5000 feet and
began calling on all of the frequencies that we had used earlier in the day, but got no
response. I had an uneasy feeling that we might be needed there, so I called our
operations and told them I would run out to Binh Gia to check things out.

We continued calling while enroute, but couldn’t raise anyone until we were about
25 miles away. At that time, I began hearing broken radio calls from what sounded
like a helicopter gun ship team to an American Advisor on the ground. It didn’t
take long to determine that the Advisor was in deep trouble.

I heard the gun ship team leader tell him that he could not determine the disposition
of his troops and was concerned about firing on “friendlies.” The Advisor
responded by saying he was sorry, but that he had run out of smoke grenades and
had nothing else to mark his positions.

To help guide the gun ships, the Advisor began pointing to objects on the ground,
but the pilots could not recognize them. Finally, I heard the Advisor say something
to the effect, “I’m standing on a small mound near a large clump of bushes and
waving my handkerchief. If you can see me, you have clearance to fire anywhere
more than 100 meters from my position.”

A minute or so later, the gun ship team leader reported that they had fired all of
their rockets and had very little machine-gun ammunition remaining. At that point,
he told the Advisor that he ought to try moving to a clearing to his southwest where
the gun ship weuld land and pick him up. The Advisor quickly responded, “Don’t
try it! They’re all around me down here and all you’ll do is get shot down.” The gun
ship team leader again encouraged the Advisor to move, but he was adamant that it
was too dangerous for any rescue attempt.

After hearing those radio transmissions, I called the gun ships and asked whether
they were at Binh Gia or someplace else. When they responded that they were at
Binh Gia, I told them we were inbound and were about 10 - 12 miles out at the time.
I told the gun ships I would attempt to pick up the Advisor if they would provide
cover. Before the gun ship pilot could answer, the Advisor came on the air and said,
“Negative, Dust Off. You can’t make it, so don’t even try it!”



I thought there was some chance that we could save him because our helicopter was
lighter and much more maneuverable than one of the heavier gun ships, so I told my
crew to slide the doors back and get their weapons ready because we would
approach at tree top level until we reached the clearing where the Advisor was
located and then touch-down just long enough to pull him aboard. At that point, I
began descending and was about five miles out when the Advisor made his last call,
“Well, they are here now. My little people are laying their weapons down and they
want me to turn off my radio. Thanks a lot for your help and God Bless you.”

With those words, the Advisor was gone. The gun ship team leader then told me that
he was completely out of ammunition and almost out of fuel so his team needed to
return to Bien Hoa immediately. He also advised me not to over-fly the clearing
where the Advisor had been located because they had received heavy automatic
weapons fire every time they got near it.

I skirted around the clearing at low level and could see no activity on the ground,
but then I saw a tiny L.-19 observation plane approaching from the north. I called
the L-19 to ask whether there were any more gun ships on the way to Binh Gia and
he responded by saying, “No.”

We decided to remain in the area as long as fuel permitted because other elements
were still heavily engaged. Less than 20 minutes later, I heard a radio call saying,
“Have no fear, blue eyed VNAF is here!” The call came from a flight of Vietnamese
Air Force (VNAF) A1-E Skyraiders, but they were being piloted by American
Advisors. They had learned of the desperate situation at Binh Gia and were rushing
to help, but were too late to save the Advisor.

The fact that we didn’t rescue the American Advisor troubled me for many years
and I often wondered who he was and how things turned out for him. While
attending the Army War College, I began researching the “Battle of Binh Gia” as it
has now become known and gained access to many documents located in the Army
History Center and at the Library of Congress. Through these sources, I learned
that three Americans had been captured at Binh Gia, but two of them had died in
captivity. With that limited information, I wrote an article that was published in the
August 1999 issue of Army Magazine. In the article, I appealed to others to help me
fill in the gaps.

I received more than 50 responses including one that gave me the name and
hometown of the only surviving American captive from that battle, but I was told he
was extremely reclusive and wouldn’t talk about his experiences. On the outside
chance that I might get something useful, I called former PFC Charles Crafts and
he willingly shared his story with me. He had been in Vietnam about three weeks
when the Battle of Binh Gia occurred and that was his first combat experience.
Charles Crafts confirmed that it was Sergeant Bennett talking on the radio that day.



3

Like others from the Vietnam era, I have witnessed many heroic acts, but Sergeant
Bennett’s actions were clearly beyond those of his comrades. I cannot imagine what
his thoughts must have been when he realized that he was surrounded and that his
unit was collapsing all around him. There is no way to fathom the despair he must
have felt as an overwhelming enemy force closed on him while American helicopters
flew a few hundred feet overhead. I’m still amazed that he remained so calm and
focused on our safety and not his. Sergeant Bennett’s willingness to sacrifice himself
instead of letting me or one of the gun ship pilots attempt to rescue him was an
incredible demonstration of personal bravery that certainly meets the criteria of
“above and beyond the call of duty.”

In closing, Sergeant Harold George Bennett, a hard-core Airborne Infantryman, did
everything he could for his country both on the battlefield and while in captivity. It
is now time for us, the living, to recognize his conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity
above and beyond the call of duty. No one could do more than Sergeant Bennett did
and, as the other eyewitness statements and supporting documents will show, there
is incontestable proof that he deserves to be awarded the Medal of Honor.
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Douglas E. Moore Sworn to and subscribed before me, In my presence

Colonel, US Army (Retired) thisAY dayof O {obon ,2003, A Virglla
8907 Kenilworth Drive Notary Public. In and for ., §. . County/City
Burke, VA 22015 L etds et Notary Public

My Commission Expires__Awg 31 2009
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CHARLES EARLE CRAFTS
37 DIXON ROAD
LIVERMORE, ME 04253

December 16, 2005

INTRODUCTION

My name is Charles Earle Crafts. I am recommending Staff Sergeant Harold George Bennett,
RA 18542 931, for the Medal of Honor for his conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at risk to
his life for the period of 29 December 1964 until his execution by the Viet Cong on or about 25
June 1965.

I was drafted into the U. S. Army on 3 June 1964; my service number was US 51 479 671.

I arrived 1n Vietnam around Thanksgiving, 1964 as a Private E2. | went through a brief MACV
Advisors orientation course in Saigon, and then was assigned as a Radio Operator (MOS 05C)
for Advisory Team # 95 at Bien Hoa.

I was captured at Binh Gia with SSG Bennett on 29 December 1964, and held in jungle captivity
until 23 February 1967. I was released by the Viet Cong for humanitarian reasons because of my
poor health from jungle diseases (primarily bouts of malaria) and malnutrition. I sincerely doubt
that I would have survived another year of captivity, as even CAPT Donald Cook supposedly
died from malaria and malnutrition on 8 December 1967 according to the communist Provisional
Revolutionary Government’s accounting of American prisoners who died in VC captivity.

In 1967, the Central Committee of the National Liberation Front for South Viet Nam had decided
to make a political statement to influence public opinion in the United States against the Vietnam
war by releasing a Caucasian (me) along with a Negro soldier, SGT Sammie N. Womack, RA

13 811 472, who was captured on 8 October 1966.

Each of us were directed by the VC to write a letter to the National Liberation Front for the
Liberation of South Vietnam requesting release from captivity. These letters stated that each of
us had received good medical care, were fed well, clothed well, and received humane treatment.
There was nothing derogatory to the Unites States Government in these letters. Our requests
were approved, and a release ceremony was held in the jungle on 14 February 1967. On 16
February 1967 we were escorted out of the jungle camp, and stopped at approximately five rest
camps on this final trip.

On 23 February 1967, the VC put both of us on a southbound Vietnamese bus on Highway 13,
and when the bus stopped at a U.S. checkpoint on a bridge in the vicinity of the Lai Khe Rubber
Plantation, we returned to U. S. military control and freedom.

I had been promoted to PFC in captivity on 24 August 1965. 1 received an Honorable Discharge
on 12 May 1967. 1 subsequently had a correction to my DD Form 214 which promoted me to
Specialist 4, with date of rank of 28 May 1965, as recommended by CAPT Cook.
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My DD Form 214 credits me with two years, eleven months, and ten days of service, of which
two years, three months, and four days were in Vietnam. I calculate that based upon my capture
date of 29 December 1965, and my return to U. S. military control on 23 February 1967, I had
survived two years, one month, and 24 days of brutal jungle captivity.

PART I - SSG HAROLD GEORGE BENNETT’S
CONSPICUOUS ACTS OF VALOR AT THE BATTLE OF BINH GIA

Captain James E. Behnke, 0 89 029, was Senior Advisor to the 33™ Vietnamese Ranger Battalion
in late December, 1964 when I arrived for duty as a Radio Operator. SSG Bennett was the Non-
Commissioned Officer assigned to our Advisory Team. On the 29" of December, our battalion
was placed on alert because the Viet Cong had overrun the defenders of the predominantly
Catholic village of Binh Gia. Our battalion then boarded helicopters for an air assault to take
back the village. SSG Bennett and I accompanied one company of our Ranger Battalion while
Captain Behnke accompanied the Ranger Battalion Commander and another part of our force.

SSG Bennett and I landed at about 1430 hours and things were quiet initially. We were armed
with M-2 carbines and I was carrying a PRC-25 radio. We could see the Catholic Church steeple
in the distance and began moving in that direction. We had gone approximately 500 meters when
we began receiving sporadic sniper fire. We deployed into a double-pincer formation of two
attacking columns and continued to move forward.

Before long, the enemy fire began to increase in intensity, but the Rangers continued moving
towards the village. As we neared the village’s defensive perimeter, our right pincer was pinned
down by intense machine gun and recoilless rifle fire from a nearby wooded knoll. The enemy
fire was so intense until it cut down stands of banana trees behind us.

As we lay exposed in an open area near the southern outskirts of the village, a large force of Viet
Cong rose from camouflaged holes and overran our Rangers from the flank, killing or wounding
scores of them, including officers and NCOs who were trying to get us out of the killing zone.
We had inadvertently walked into a classic L-shaped ambush.

Sensing our desperate situation, SSG Bennett began moving around fearlessly. Despite the
heavy fire and mounting casualties, he kept trying to rally the surviving Rangers and called
in air strikes around our position. Both of us returned fire as we could, but it was soon
clear that we were being overwhelmed by a much larger enemy force. During this time,
SSG Bennett was constantly talking on the radio and throwing smoke grenades to direct
two helicopter gun ships who came to our aid. The situation then grew worse when we
realized that, intermingled with our Rangers, was a large group of Viet Cong soldiers who
were well armed and wearing camouflage capes.

SSG Bennett and I continued to move from one vantage point to another in an attempt to
organize the few surviving Rangers and to direct the fire being delivered by the helicopter gun
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ships. Our situation soon became more desperate, because there were dead or dying Rangers all
around us and others began to surrender. The ones who were continuing to fight were beginning
to run out of ammunition and SSG Bennett had thrown his last smoke grenade, so there was no
way for us to guide the gun ships that were trying to help us.

At about that point, one of the gun ship pilots recommended we move to a clearing located
to our southeast where he said he would Iand and pick us up, but SSG Bennett refused his
offer, telling him it was too dangerous and would only result in the helicopter being shot
down. A medical evacuation helicopter was also returning to our area after delivering
casualties to a hospital in Saigon and its pilot offered to pick us up too, but Sergeant
Bennett told him not to try it.

Since our reserve company of Rangers had not arrived, we found ourselves in an extremely
difficult situation. We were trapped and essentially on our own. In the best traditions of a
Non-Commissioned Officer in combat, SSG Bennett continued to rally the survivors and
made a tough decision when he twice refused the offers of the helicopter pilots to rescue us.
In retrospect, his decision was the correct one because we were surrounded by an
overwhelming enemy force and it would have only meant the loss of the helicopters and
their crews. To me, SSG Bennett’s conspicuous courage and intrepidity at the risk of his
life above and beyond the call of duty against Viet Cong forces was deserving of the Medal
of Honor.

A few minutes later, a VC assault force of 20-30 men was on top of us and captured us.

PART II - SSG BENNETT’S CONSPICUOUS ACTS OF GALLANTRY AND
INTREPIDITY DURING CAPTIVITY UNTIL HIS EXECUTION BY THE VIET CONG

Fortunately, neither of us was wounded. SSG Bennett was standing in the open with a
handkerchief waving it to the helicopters overhead to mark our position after he used the last
smoke grenade. There was a tremendous amount of enemy small arms fire and why we weren’t
hit is either a miracle, or else the VC must have made a decision not to shoot to kill or wound us
in order to take us prisoners.

Both of us were then bound and tied and they took our boots. They also took SSG Bennett’s
Bible, money, ID card, and a copy of a promotion list with his name on it for promotion to SSG
E-6. The VC missed a set of jeep keys and a pair of fingernail clippers in Bennett’s pocket and
they also let keep some cigars and a class ring.

SSG Bennett began talking with me about escaping right after we were captured at Binh Gia and
were on the trail. At that time, the guards were a little way in front of us and a little way in back
of us. I told SSG Bennett that it was his decision as to when we should make a run for it, but,

about that time, they moved the guards closer in back of us. It was night, so he told me the next
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time we stopped, we would make a break for it, but to forget it if the guards remained directly in
back of him.

On 30 December 1964, we were taken to a POW camp that had 50-70 ARVN enlisted men, 8-10
ARVN officers, and 2-3 Vietnamese women as prisoners. On 1 January 1965, SSG Bennett and
I were moved to another camp about two miles away. We called this camp “Camp Jose.” We
stayed there from 2 January — 29 January 1965.

Our next escape attempt was on 2 January 1965. As I mentioned above, the guards had
overlooked a set of jeep keys and a pair of fingernail clippers in SSG Bennett’s pockets. They
kept us chained around the ankles with cheap padlocks and we were confined in a structure made
of small diameter tree poles firmly planted close together in the jungle floor, which was
compacted dirt. The top was of the cage was made of the same tree poles lashed together with

jungle vines. Once the vines were cut, we planned to push the ceiling poles aside and escape out
the top.

During the afternoon, we used SSG Bennett’s jeep keys and kept turning the locks until we
weakened their springs and they finally popped open. Then about dark, we took the clippers and
began cutting the vines that lashed the ceiling poles together.

We then took off our shirts and reversed them and tore out the white labels. The previous night,
a guard had checked us at approximately 8:00 or 9:00 o’clock. We waited for him to check us
again, but he never did. In fact, no one checked on us that night. Instead, the guards all went to
bed, except for one. It was deathly quiet in the jungle, so we knew that, if we tried to escape that
night, the noise would attract their attention.

Prior to that night, the guards had usually sat around a fire chatting away and would not have
heard our escape attempt, so we decided to wait for another opportunity. The next morning, they
came to unlock us and found the locks would not open. I’m sure we sprung the springs in them
during our earlier attempt to open them and the guards worked on them for a half hour or so
before getting them open, but I don’t think they suspected us. I suppose they thought the locks
had worn out because they never searched us or showed any signs of us trying anything. Later
that day, they came back with some US Army-type locks. They were the heavy, bronze ones and
you can’t pick those locks. The guards apparently didn’t notice that we had clipped the vines in
the ceiling of our cage.

About this time, SSG Bennett and I were joined by CAPT Donald Cook, USMC 072 794. He
had been wounded in the left leg and captured two days later than us on 31 December 1964 when
the Vietnamese Marine battalion he was with suffered very high casualties during an attempt to
re-take Binh Gia. The VC hated the Vietnamese Marines and executed any of them left behind
on the battlefield. CAPT Cook became our Senior American Prisoner and instilled in us a strict
adherence to the Code of Conduct. The three of us stayed together at that camp until 26 January
1965, when all three of us traveled for two days to a village and stayed there for four days.
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On 30 or 31 January 1965, CAPT Cook was kept behind at the village to let his wounded leg
heal while SSG Bennett and I were moved to another VC camp that we called “Camp SOB.”
About mid-March 1965, CAPT Cook rejoined us there.

[ ] ;i

Sometime in February, SSG Bennett went on a hunger strike to protest the poor quality of our
food; however, I don’t know whether he thought through the consequences of his actions. 1
believe the VC purposely gave us inadequate rations to reduce our ability to resist disease and,
more importantly, to sap our stamina to escape. Once the effects of weight loss took effect, it
would be almost impossible to escape captivity because an individual wouldn’t have enough
stamina to subdue and out-run the guards.

The third escape attempt occurred on 20 March 1965 when CAPT Cook, SSG Bennett and
I planned to escape while being allowed to go to the latrine. At that time, the three of us
were being held in a pole “house” about 25-30 feet in length. It was partitioned into four
cubicles with walking space in the front. SSG Bennett was in the first cubicle; CAPT Cook
was in the second, I was in the third; and the fourth cubicle was empty.

BE B3 Ea3 B8

As we walked out of the “house” to go to the latrine, they said only two of us could go and
told me to return to my cubicle. When they got to the latrine, SSG Bennett asked Cook
“can we leave Crafts behind?” CAPT Cook said he was in command and that it was his
decision to attempt an escape. They broke and ran, but SSG Bennett apparently got his
foot caught in a tree root. CAPT Cook came to aid SSG Bennett, and both of them beat up
the guard around his head, which was all swollen when I saw the guard later.

B3 Ea

SSG Bennett had put his hand over the guard’s mouth to silence him, but the VC bit one of
his fingers to the bone. The guard finally was able to yell out and other guards came and
brought CAPT Cook and SSG Bennett back to their “house” in the camp. Two VC officers
put their pistols to the heads of both CAPT Cook and SSG Bennett and threatened to kill
them while guards put all three of us individually in leg shackles attached to an iron bar
such that we could sit up, or lie down only - facedown or face up — we couldn’t turn once
we were prone; nor could any of us stand upright and walk around. CAPT Cook had
handcuffs applied, but not SSG Bennett or me. I witnessed SSG Bennett receive a blow to
his head from a guard’s clenched fist.

The guard who was beaten up wouldn’t look at either CAPT Cook or SSG Bennett in the

days following the escape. He was very wary to be in their presence, but wasn’t hostile
toward them either.

-
-
-
-
-

The three of us individually were unshackled once a day for about 10 minutes to go to the
latrine; or for about 30 minutes to bathe and wash our clothes. This lasted until about May
15 when we were moved to a new camp. In the meantime, the guards never bandaged SSG
Bennett’s finger. It was a nasty wound; if the guard had broken the bone, the finger for all
intents and purposes would have been severed. He kept it wrapped with rags, but didn’t
receive any medical treatment for his very painful injury.
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All three of us received reduced rations during this time, and Bennett had particular
difficulty eating rice. He gagged on the rice and vomited it up because he simply couldn’t
adapt to the rice diet.

SSG Bennett told me in April that he had been struck with a bamboo stick, struck on the
head with a rifle butt, and hit with a clenched fist by a guard in April, but I did not witness
this.

I would say that SSG Bennett’s health began deteriorating rapidly beginning in April or May of
1965. He had lost a tremendous amount of weight by that time that made him unable to make an
arduous forced march to a new camp that we began on or about 15 May. That was probably the
beginning of his last days alive. Once on bivouac, CAPT Cook ordered Bennett to eat his rice,
which he did, but it wasn’t enough to stop his rapid decline in health. The VC rations were not
adequate to support a Western person’s calorie and nutrition needs, so we all lost weight over
time. CAPT Cook said he suffered from a loss of night vision due to vitamin A deficiencies in
our diet.

The last day that CAPT Cook and I saw SSG Bennett alive was on 28 May 1965. The guards got
us up about 1 or 2 AM to move us to a new camp. CAPT Cook and I knew SSG Bennett was
very weak and told him to try to go on. Although he was extremely weak, he claimed he was
very strong. We walked two or three miles before the guards stopped and told us to sit down. At
the time, SSG Bennett was behind us, exactly where I do not know.

Later, the guards came back and told us they had killed him, but neither CAPT Cook nor I heard
any gunshots. At the time, we believed they were leaving him behind with three other guards,
one of whom had malaria. It was our belief that he would rejoin us in a few days.

Traveling had been very difficult for SSG Bennett during that forced march. If he had been any
other American prisoner, the guards would have put him on a transportation bicycle and pushed
him to the new camp, but our guards hated him and would beat and kick him whenever he would
stumble during the forced march.

CAPT Cook and I reached the new camp that we called “Camp Carefree” on 1 June 1965. There
were four other American POWs there that had been captured at the Special Forces Camp at
Hiep Hoa on 24 November 1963. They were SP5 George E. Smith, RA 13 552 780; SGT
Claude D. McClure, RA 14 703 075; SFC Kenneth Roraback, RA 13 322 146; and SFC Isaac
Camacho, RA 18 468 655. They called this camp “Camp Auschwitz.”

On 4 July 1965, CPT John Schumann, 084 511, joined CAPT Cook and me in captivity at Camp
Carefree. He would stay with us until he died in my arms on 7 July 1966 from pneumonia and
kidney failure due to the long term effects of malaria and malnutrition.

There were now seven American POWs together at Camp Carefree. Security was lax. A high
ranking VC officer we named “Alex” told us that for us the war was over, and to relax, read,
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work, relax, take it easy, wait for the end of the war. He was the only VC officer that ever told

us this. No other VC officer said that to us; they wouldn’t respond whenever we brought the
subject up.

All the lax security changed when on the night of 9 July 1965, SFC Camacho escaped during a
monsoon thunderstorm. He had his GI combat boots, and left during a monsoon rain in the
middle of the night. He pulled a “Houdini” because there was no visible sign that he had
escaped from his cage. He was the first American POW to escape and return to U. S. military

control all by himself. Just before SFC Camacho’s escape I had a recurrence of malaria for the
second time in four months.

Alex told me on 16 July 1965 that SSG Bennett had tried to escape from the rest camp that
Bennett supposedly had been taken to “redeem himself” when we last saw him on 28 May
1965, and was being punished very severely for attempting to escape. Alex also told me
that he was hoping that he would never have to pick an American POW to be executed.

On 16 July 1965 the six of us moved to another location that we called “the Bivouac Area,”
which we believed to be located in Tay Ninh province. I didn’t have the strength to keep up with
the main group, and I fell behind with three VC guards. I was apprehensive that I would meet
the same fate as SSG Bennett, but the VC guards put me on one of their transportation bicycles
and pushed me along to the new camp, which took us 10 days to get there.

We stayed there about two weeks then moved to another camp on 7 August 1965 we called

“Camp Tay Ninh.” It was located about 15 miles northeast of Nui Ba Den Mountain in Tay
Ninh province.

In late September of 1965, the guards came and took SFC Kenneth Roraback away, on
orders from the camp commander “QOil Can Harry.” The guards never said anything more
about him, but took all of his gear. After my release in 1967, I learned that he had been
executed along with CPT Humbert “Rocky” Versace on 25 September 1965 in retaliation
for the Saigon government’s execution of several VC terrorists in Da Nang.

Then in October, 1965, the interrogator “Grandpa” told me out of the blue that the VC had
planned to execute an American in retaliation for the planned execution of two VC
terrorists by the Saigon government. Grandpa pronounced the American’s name as
“Hawks.” Grandpa told me that the VC announcement caused the Americans to put a lot
of pressure on the Vietnamese government to stay their original execution order to try to
spare the American’s life. Grandpa said that Bennett was executed instead of Hawks when
another two VC terrorists were executed in Saigon.

In 1973, I read newspaper accounts of the communist Provisional Revolutionary Govern-
ment’s accounting of Americans who died in captivity. “Hawks” was Gustav Hertz; he was
an American diplomat who had been captured by the VC. Hertz supposedly died of
malaria in 1967 while in jungle captivity, according to the PRG. His remains have never
been recovered.
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On 21 November 1965, a ceremony was held by the VC provincial commander to announce the
release of SP5 Smith, a Caucasian soldier, and Sergeant McClure, a Black soldier. This same
pattern would be repeated for my release with Sergeant Sammie Womack in 1967.

Douglas Ramsey, an American State Department officer who spoke fluent Vietnamese, joined
CAPT Cook and me at Camp Tay Ninh on 24 January 1966. The VC kept him in isolation as
they suspected him of being a CIA spy. He survived the longest in jungle captivity (who
returned alive,) and was the last American POW to see CAPT Cook alive in 1967 before the two
of them were split up on a move to a new jungle camp. Ilearned that Mr. Ramsey was released
on 12 February 1973 during Operation Homecoming. He has indicated that CAPT Cook
suffered from recurring bouts of malaria and dropsy — an accumulation of fluids in the lower
extremities. I was aware that CAPT Cook had dropsy symptoms since 1965, probably resulting
from malnutrition. He kept himself in top-notch physical shape by exercising and doing physical
labor in the camps such as digging bomb shelters.

SGT Sammie Womack, RA 13 811 472, joined CAPT Cook, Mr. Ramsey and me at Camp Tay
Ninh on 21 October 1966. On 26 October 1966 the four of us left for another camp, which we
named “Camp Bien Hoa.” It took us 14 days to get there and it was the hardest forced march

any of us had been on. The conditions at this new camp were horrible. I stayed here until SGT

Womack and I were released from captivity on 16 February 1967. That was my last time to see
CAPT Cook.

VERY IMPORTANT

Before I was released from captivity on 16 February 1967, I received some notes written on
cigarette paper by CAPT Cook recommending valor awards and 1 smuggled them out in
my glasses case. If the VC had found these notes, I am sure that I wouldn’t have been
released and the world would not have known of CAPT Cook’s heroism while in captivity
that later prompted the Marine Corps to recommend him for the Medal of Honor.

In the notes that I carried out, CAPT Cook recommended the following awards for SSG
Bennett:

e 20/3/65 [20 March 1965.] Silver Star for his attempted escape.

e 20/3/65 [20 March 1965.] Purple Heart for the VC guard biting his finger half off.

e 29/12/64 [29 December 1964.] Bronze Star with “V” for valor at Binh Gia when we
were captured. Although CAPT Cook wasn’t at Binh Gia until 31 December, his
experience was the same as ours. We both walked into an ambush of overwhelming
enemy fire which decimated our ARVN Rangers on the 29th and his Vietnamese
Marines on the 31st. Binh Gia was a VC killing field that they controlled from
November of 1964 until mid February of 1965.

e 28/5/65 [28 May 1965.] Purple Heart (posthumous) for his death, exact date
unknown.
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I gave CAPT Cook’s notes that I smuggled out to Army interrogators during my
debriefings in 1967. 1 wrote a letter to the Marine Corps Commandant on 8 March 1967
and signed statements for CAPT Cook to receive the Distinguished Service Cross, Silver
Star, Bronze Star, and Purple Heart medals. After Operation Homecoming in 1973, 1
learned from newspaper accounts that the Provisional Revolutionary Government claimed
that CAPT Cook supposedly died alone on 8 December 1967 while being moved to another
camp. The VC said he died of malaria, but no returning American POW witnessed his
death.

I understand that the Commandant of the Marine Corps initiated a posthumous Medal of
Honor recommendation for CAPT Cook which was awarded to his wife Laurette on 16
May 1980.

CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS TO
THE SECRETARY OF THE ARMY

It has bothered me very much over the years that the only medal that SSG Bennett’s family
received was a Purple Heart after it was learned that he had been executed by the Viet
Cong. To rectify that oversight, I have joined several other Vietnam veterans to
recommend SSG Bennett for posthumous award of the Medal of Honor through the Office
of U. S. Senator Blanche Lincoln to see that SSG Bennett receives the recognition he
deserves for his conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity in action against the enemy at Binh
Gia and for his steadfast upholding of the Code of Conduct under extremely brutal
conditions until his execution by his Viet Cong captors.

I strongly believe that SSG Bennett is equally deserving of the Medal of Honor as was
CAPT Cook. I was with both of them in jungle captivity and both were heroes in their own
way. They each had an unshakeable faith in God, a steadfast faith in our country and
fellow prisoners, and upheld the strictest requirements of the Code of Conduct during
brutal jungle captivity. Above all else, SSG Bennett was loyal to CAPT Cook as Senior
American prisoner and did everything to unify our collective spirit of resistance.

To give you some idea of the brutality we suffered, I am the only survivor of that original
group composed of CAPT Cook, SSG Bennett, and me. Additionally, when CAPT Cook
and I were at Camp Carefree in September, 1965, MSG Kenneth M. Roraback was
executed. Also, MAJ John R. Schumann died in my arms from the effects of kidney failure
and pneumonia resulting from malnutrition while in captivity at Camp Tay Ninh on 7 July
1966.

CAPT Cook was an officer and a gentleman and I respected him very much for his
outstanding leadership as our Senior American Prisoner ever since SSG Bennett and I met
him on 2 January 196S. The VC had told us that we were forbidden to have a military
organization while in captivity. Enlisted men were considered equal to officers under their
concept of abolishing distinctions of military rank. The VC resented CAPT Cook because
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as Senior American Prisoner he set up a covert military organization under their noses,
and set the example for all of us to follow in resisting interrogation and indoctrination. He
was a constant inspiration for us to follow and he maintained our morale and comforted us
when we faced death from disease and malnutrition. He voluntarily shared his food and
medicines whenever needed. He was always a great morale booster.

The interrogator “Grandpa” in particular had hatred for CAPT Cook because of his
refusal to be drawn into arguing against Grandpa’s propaganda line. CAPT Cook would
tell him “I am a POW -1 am in no position to argue.” This would send Grandpa into a fit
of despair and anger which upset his train of thought, especially whenever CAPT Cook
caught Grandpa in lies, which happened often.

The VC punished CAPT Cook for refusing to complete the POW Index Card, the
attempted escape attempt with SSG Bennett, and maintaining unity with his fellow
prisoners. I estimate that CAPT Cook was kept in solitary confinement for a total of 12
months to break his spirit, which didn’t even bend. The VC had told us several times that
just because the war would end, that didn’t mean that CAPT Cook would be released.

SSG Bennett was a tough, Airborne Ranger with a very violent temper that might be
expected of an Airborne Infantry NCO. He was a “kick ass” soldier, and I respected him
for being so tough and fearless in the face of death at Binh Gia. He hated our VC guards
and they hated him in return. As an example, one of our guards pointed a sub machine gun
at him one day, but he looked the guard squarely in the eyes and dared him to pull the
trigger. That was the type of soldier he was and he was most definitely not afraid of dying.

CAPT Cook told me later that SSG Bennett could not accept being held as a POW. 1
believe he would have preferred being killed while attempting another escape. He
maintained his faith in God to the end, so he must have known that a better life was
awaiting him at the time of his execution.

Since the Viet Cong couldn’t break SSG Bennett’s indomitable spirit of defiance, I believe
they ultimately made a decision to execute him as an example to all of the other American
jungle POWs in South Vietnam. He was the number one person on their list of hard-core
resisters when Radio Hanei announced his execution in June of 1965. This was followed
later by announcements of the execution of CPT Humbert “Rocky” Versace, and MSG
Kenneth Roraback in September of 1965. 1 didn’t hear either of these Radio Hanoi
broadcasts while I was in captivity, but my parents showed me newspaper clippings of both
events after my release in 1967.

SSG Bennett upheld the Code of Conduct in all respects while in captivity. He never
divulged any military information and would only give the interrogators his name, rank,
serial number, and date of birth as required by the Geneva Convention. SSG Bennett
refused to complete the POW Index Card, just like CAPT Cook, except that CAPT Cook
was punished for his refusal. Bennett refused all indoctrination efforts and would not
make any statements disloyal to the U. S. Government or our South Vietnamese allies.



Twice the Camp Commander at Camp SOB told SSG Bennett that they wanted to kill him
and that he should realize he could be killed at any time by them. SSG Bennett remained

defiant and showed them that he was as hard-core and unflinching as CAPT Cook when it
came to upholding the Code of Conduct.

Finally, to my knowledge, all of the hard-core POW resisters that received the Medal of
Honor while in captivity during the Vietnam War have been officers, and I don’t believe
our Nation’s highest medal is reserved solely for officers. SSG Bennett’s conspicuous

gallantry on the battlefield and while in captivity is an outstanding example for all enlisted
men to emulate.

Staff Sergeant Harold George Bennett was the first American POW to be executed while
being held captive in Vietnam and his remains lie buried in an unmarked jungle grave
known only to God in communist Vietnam 40 years after his execution. I strongly
recommend that the Secretary of the Army recognize the actions of this incredibly brave
Non-Commissioned Officer by awarding him the Medal of Honor (posthumously.)
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Respectfully submitted,

Charles E. Crafts %\

ERINL. SPECHT

Natary Public, Maine
My Commission Expires October 16, 201g
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DUANE E. FREDERIC’S ANALYSIS OF
EXTRACTS FROM CHARLES E. CRAFTS’
DEBRIEFING DOSSIER

Upon his release from captivity by the Viet Cong on 23 February 1967, PFC Crafts was
extensively debriefed by U. S. military intelligence agents on all aspects of his captivity
experience. He was given a copy of these documents, identified as Dossier No.

‘004421895, dated 26 January 1967. The original document may be located at the Joint

Services Survival, Evasion, Resistance and Escape (SERE) Agency, Fort Belvoir, VA
22060-5788, but I do not know this to be correct.

therein are not presented in-a chronological order. Therefore, I will refer to the topics

deemed of interest to the Army Senior Decoration Board in evaluating the captivity

experience of SSG Bennett and PFC Crafis in the order in which they appear in the
dossier.

1. Pages 28 — 29 concern the extreme mental duress that PFC Crafts endured to save
CAPT Cook from threatened execution if Crafts did not make a propaganda
statement demanded by his VC interrogators. PFC Crafts made a potentially
damaging statement under threat of his and CAPT Cook’s execution. When these
events happened on 28 - 29 August 1966, SSG Bennett-and SFC Roraback had
been executed in 1965, and CPT John Schumann had died in Crafts’ arms on 7
August 1966 from kidney failure and preumonia as a direct result of malnutrition
and slow starvation.

2. Pages 55— 56 pertain to Article 31 rights explanation.

3. Pages 61 — 63 concern the recommended awards that CAPT Cook wrote out for
SSG Bennett. There is this reference to Crafts:
“CRAFTS: Promoted E4, 28 May 1965.

: Fell, 29 August 1966. Guilty, Mitigation; frightened and dense.
Recommendation: no action be taken in accordance with UCMJ.”

4. Pages 66 — 70 pertain to SSG Bennett and CAPT Cook.
5. Pages 112 — 117 pertain to a detailed discussion of torture.

6. Pages 121 — 123 pertain to Crafts’ sworn statements.



IC Form 315
1 Sep 72

THIS MUST REMAIN TOP DOCUMENT

DOSSIER 0. (04 ’7/01 /PQ S5

As of /;é77/ all material

(Date) 4

included in this file conforms with

DA policies currently in effect.
po y 4’%

e ANy

(Signature) (Date Signed) ’

LS 2250 5

(Printed Name)  ~ (Grade)

THIS MUST REMAIN TOP DOCUMENT

01
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(AR 381-130; FM 30-17)

2. DATE SUBMITTED
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CRAFTS, Charles Earle 9 March 1967 7

PFC, E-3, US 51 L79 671 : 3. CONTROL SYMBOL OR FILE NUMBER
DFOB: 11 Aucust 1942, Livermore Falls, Maine

4. REPORT OF FINDINGS

2 poxt, On 8 March 1967, Charles E, CRAFTS, PFC (E-3)

= | US 51 479 671, was interviewed under oath at US Army Station Hospital, Fort

Devens, Massachusetts, concerning statements written and recordings made by

5| HI while in captivity, CRAFTS stated substantially as follows:

On 28 or 29 August, CRAFTS, while a POW at Camp Tay Ninh, was asked
to write a statement and make a recording, When first requested, SURJECT
refused to make any statements or recordings. The next day "Pussy", the
interpretor, came to HIS house and indicated that HE had agreed to make a -
statement and recording when asked the previous day, CRAFTS denied this and

| stated that HE would not do it, Pussy became quite upset and left, About

one half hour later CRAFTS was called before the interrogator called "Grandpa"
who said that the reason CRAFTS would not make the statement and recording

‘| was because HE had been ordered by HIS superior officer, Captain Cook, not to

do this, SUBJECT stated that HE had discussed the matter with Cook and was

o] told by Cook that the decision was HIS to make, HE was again asked to write
2 a statement but refused, HE was given five minutes to think it over, and if

HE refused again HE would be tied up, thrown in the hole and the next morning
Cook would be executed and then CRAFTS would be shot, CRAFIDS again refused
and at about one o'clock in the afternoon HE was tied and put in the hole.
While in the hole CRATTS made the decision that HE did not want to be respon~ .
sible for Cook's death and that HE did not want to die, At about 1600 hours

HE told the interrogator that HE would write a statement and make a recording,
)| The recording session was conducted as a question and answer period. CRAFTS

was asked three general questions: 1., Have you been treated well since your .
capture - general treatment? 2, What do you think the purpose of the war is
and 3, What do you think the purpose of your government is in South Vietnam?

-} CRAFTS does not recall HIS exact responses but does remember that HE did say

-1 and write certain things that were of a derogatory nature concerning the

-4 United States, The general gist of what HE wrote and recorded was that the

q recording of this nature HE was violating the Code of Conduct and certain articles

-4 concerned for Cook's life and HIS own, when HE committed this act, If HE had
<] been asked a month earlier or a month later HE would have been able to resist

| United States was an envokee (sic) of the 195l Geneva Conventiong that it

was the responsibility of the United States to seek peace negotiations instead

il of escalating the warj and that HE was opposed to the war in Vietnam, and in

fact all wars,

The interview and recording session was conducted in English, through
an interpretor, CRAFTS realized that by writing a statement and making a

of the UCHJ, CRATTS was mentally disturbed over the death of Captain Schumann,

of_Z_ _Pages

the VC's requests, Although Cook left the decision to CRAFTS as to the making
of the recording and statement, HE is of the opinion that Cook did not apprave-

of HIS actions,  DONE RO mm—————,  REGRADED UNCUSSFEIN.
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AGENT'S NOTES:-

Information contained in this AR was extracted from

that portion of the debriefing which will be in the body of a sworn statement
accomplished at a later date,
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STATEMENT
(AR 190-45; AR 600-140)

Explain the nature of the investigation. If person making statement is accused or suspected of an offense he or she must be so

informed and this fact affirmatively shown.

PLACE

CATE FILE NUMBER

Headquarters, USARYIS, Oidnawa, Ryukyu Islands| 26 February 1967

LAST NAME -FIPST NAME - MIDDLE INITIAL SERVICE NUMBER GRADE

CRAFTS, Charles Earle US 51 479 671 FFC E~3

ORGANIZATION (Tf civilian, g ive addreas)

{ HAVE BEEN INFORMED BY__ Mr, Donald L, Scott

WHO STATED HE Is (a) 6o _Special Agent., USATNTC
OF THE UNITED STATES (Army) (OXUQUXAIOCXIOEX, AND THAT HE 1S CONDUCTING XBCXROEXIEXXICNINNX

220 IS ICHOIITINIINIFEAEO0IPVE

(41, Charles Earle Crafts, PFC E~3, US51479671, bave had read to me the Uniform
Code of Military Justice, Article 31, Mr., Donmald L. Scott has explained this arti-
cle to me and I understand that: '

a., This inquiry will be concerned with the circumstances prior to, during,.
and immediately after my detention by the National Liberation Fromt.> -

b. This inquiry may involve me with aiding the enemy or my misconduct as
a prisoner.

¢ce I need not say anything.
d. Whatever I say may be used in evidence against me in a court martial or

court of law,

e. I have a right to qualified legal counsel, Such military lawyer will
be supplied to me by the United States Army upon my request and may be of my own
choosing, providing he is reasonably available, or I may obtain a civilian lawyer

at my own expense,+ (¢t .

cee » Purther, I acknowledge that I have been advised of my right to consult counsel

and to have counsel present with me during this interview, I am fully aware that
should I desire and request counsel, he may be: (1) civilian counsel provided by me,
(2) a military counsel of my selection if reasomably available, or (3) a military
counsel appointed for me. In addition, I acknowledge that I have been advised that
at any time before or during this interview I indicate a desire to remain silent or
to request counsel, the interview must cease until counsel is present any any state-
ments taken thereafter unless counsel is present shall not be made a part of this
interview, I acknowledge the warnings afforded me by the counterintelligence Special

D OF STATEMENT OO0 OO XXX 1) XX IAX X

" KR o nEp oo LUSAINSCOMF

ounsel present during the conduct of the debrie.t‘:mgy
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TEMENT (Continued)

AFFIDAVIT : L _ -

N . :

oo TR
1 - CHARIES FARLE .CRAFTS . NXRDODEOORTIIIE (have read) THIS STATEMEN T-WHICH
BEGINS' ON PAGE ONE (1) AND ENDS ON PAGE &. | FULLY UNDERSTAND THE CONTENTS OF THE -ENTIRE STATE-
MENT MADE BY ME. THE STATEMENT IS TRUE. | HAVE INITIALED ALL CORRECTIONS AND HAVE INTIALED THE
BOTTOM OF EACH PAGE CONTAINING STATEMENT MATTER. THIS STATEMENT HAS BEEN MADE BY ME FREELY
WITHOUT HOPE OF BENEFIT OR REWARD, WITHOUT THREAT OF PUNISHMENT, AND WITHOUT COERCION, UNLAW-
FUL INFLUENCE, OR UNLAWFUL INDUCEMENT. . . —

.. -- .

(Slon-turo of person making nat ent)

N ' ' ' BE y 1967 ArHQ USARYIS, Oklnawa

SWORN TO AND SUBSCRIBED BEFORE ME THis 20th pay offeb

/@w///ﬁy// _

DONAID L. SCOTT
Special Agent, USAINTC

WITNESSED

/ ]
/ H. CAREY
cial Agent

. "
REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED N\
on DEL 17 198C Article 136, UCMJ
DR ‘"*"\'““ow FOIPO
BY Dc® co (Authority to administer oaths)

Autiz Fa & lvo,S -2 5200. 1-R

RIGHTS UNDER UNIFORM CODE OF MILITARY JUSTICE, ARTICLE 31, TITLE 10, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 1219;
AND THE FIFTH AMENDMENT TO THE CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES

UNIFORM CODE OF MILITARY JUSTICE, ARTICLE 31, PROVIDES THAT: NO PERSON SUBJECT TO THIS CODE SHALL COMPEL ANY
PERSON TO INCRIMINATE MIMSELF OR TO ANSWER ANY QUESTION THE ANSWER TO WHICH MAY TENG TO INCRIMINATE HIM NO
PERSON SUBJECT TO THIS CODE SMALL INTERROGATE, OR REQUEST ANY STATEMENT FROM anN ACCUSED OR A PERSON SUS-
PECTED OF AN OFFENSE WITHOUT FIRST INFORMING HIM OF THE NATURE OF THE ACCUSATION AND ADVISING HIM THAT RE
DOES NOT HAVE TO MAKE ANY STATEMENT REGARDING THE OFFENSE OF WHICH HE IS ACCUSED ORSUSPECTED AND THAT ANY
STATEMENT MADE BY HIMMAY BE USED AS EVIDENCE AGAINST HIMIN A TRIAL BY COURT-MARTIAL. NO PERSON SUBJECT TO
THIS CODE SHALL COMPEL ANY PERSON TO MAKE A STATEMENT OR PRQDUCE EVIDENCE BEFORE ANY MILITARY TRIBUNAL IF
THE STATEMENT OR EVIDENCE 1S NOT MATERIAL TO THE ISSUE AND MAY TEND TO DEGRADE HIM. NO STATEMENT OBTAINED
FROM ANY PERSON IN VIOLATION OF THIS ARTICLE, OR THROUGH THE USE OF COERCION, UNLAWFUL INFLUENCE, OR UNLAW-
FUL INQUCEMENT SHALL BE RECEIVED IN EVIOENCE AGAINST HIMIN A TRIAL BY COURT-MARTIAL.
<

TITLE 10, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 1219, PROVIDES THAT: NO PERSON IN THE ARMED FORCES MAY BE REQUIRED TO
SIGN A STATEMENT OF ANY NATURE RELA TING TO THE ORIGIN, OCCURRENCE, OR AGGRAYATION OF ANY DISEASE OR INJURY
HE MAY MAVE. ANY SUCH STATEMENT AGAINST HIS OWN INTEREST, WHENEVYVER SIGNED, 1S OF NO FORCE AND EFFECT.

FIFTH AMENDMENT TO THE CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES PROVIDES THAT: NO PERSON SHALL BE COMPELLED IN

ANY CRIMINAL CASE *'TO BE A WITNESS AGAINST HIMSELF.'" 56
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1. NAME OF SUBJECT OR TITLE OF INCIDENT LR L | 20 oate susmitieD

CRAFTS, Charles Earle 5 March 1967

PFC, E3, US 51 479 671 3. CONTROL SYMBOL OR FILE NUMBER
DPOB: 11 August 1942, Livermore Falls, Maine REGRADED| UNCLASSIFIED

oN OEC 1 8 1000
4. REPORT OF FINDINGS BY DEP CDR UJT[Ng’(‘:Jé’M FOIPO

Auth ra e 1.3 _aD L200. 1-R
Part 2, Agent Report 1st debriefing period of Charles Earle

CRAFTS, PFC (E- 3), US 51 479 671, conducted 2 Maroh 1967. CRAFTS stated
substantially as follows:

On 12 January 1967, SUBJECT and Donald Ramsey witnessed CPT Donald 2d(2), but

G. Cook writeetters, two of which were in SUBJECT's possession at no sub-
the time of relésse. The two letters, onme identified as "Pertinent Facts paragraph
and Recommendations”, and the other as a personal letter to Cook's wife, applies.

were written on thin cigarette paper. The third letter, also a personal
letter to Mrs. Cook, was written on regular note paper. Cook had to
write very rapidly because a VC guard was nearby. Cook read the contents
of the letter entitled "Pertinent Facts and Recommendations” and the
letter written on note paper, to SUBJECT. Cook wanted CRAFTS to know the
contents of the letter concerning his recommendations as he thought his
wvriting was not legible. SUBJECT promised Cook that HE would not read the
letter written on cigarette paper to Mrs. Cook, but HE would memorize the
contents of the letter written on note paper because HE might have to de-~
stroy it because of its bulk. SUBJECT used a razor blade to slit the in-
side covering of HIS glasses case and inserted the two letters written on
cigarette paper into the slit in the case. The contents of the letter to
Mrs. Cook, written on note paper, was memorized and destroyed because its
bulk prevented insertion in the glasses case. CPT Cook directed SUBJECT
to give the letter concerning his recommendations to the personnel who
debriefed HIM after HIS release.

SUBJECT gave the following narrative reading and explanation of
the contents cf Cook's letter of "Pertinent Facts and Recommendations;.,
1&
"l. Bennett: Silver Star, 20 March 1965. The Silver Star was’
recommended for Bennett's attempted e

: Purple Heart, 20 March 1965. During Bennett's
attempted escape VC bit his finger hal

: Bronze Star, 29 December 196k, date of eapture.
Item in parentheses is "V" for Valor.

$ DPurple Heart, the PH in parenthesis indicates post-

humous, July 1965. The date 28 May 1965 is the last day SGT Bennett was
seen by SUBJECT.

2. Schumenn: Bronze Star, "V" for Valor, 15 May 1965, his date

of capture. Y e —— .
_ (continued)
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4. REPORT OF FINDINGS
Auth Pa a 1-603 DoD 5200. 1-R

: Purple Heart, the "PH" in parentheses indicates
posthumous, 7 August 1966. 7 August 1966 is the date of death of CPT
Schumsnn. SUBJECT was holding Schumann in HIS arms when he died. Schumann's
death was verified by Cook, Ramsey and a VC doctor. Causeof death was cited
as pneumonia and a kidney infection.

3. Schumann's last wish: Three NCOs in CB (Cia Bhen)(phonetic),
Bronze Stars. Schumann was local advisor at Cia Bhen prior to capture.
SUBJECT recalled two of the NCOs names referred to by Schumann as SGT Bell -
and SGT Ward. Neither Cook nor SUBJECT could recall the name of the third

NCO.
L. CRAFTS: Promoted El, 28 May 1965.

- : Fell, 29 August 1966. Guilty, Mitigation; frightened
and dense. Recommendation: no action be taken in accordance with UCMJ.

5. General Recommendations and Desires: Push POW exchange. We'll
stick it out.

kA

6. CRAFTS will fill in whys and wherefores. This statement was
signed, Very Respectfully, D. G. Cock 03."

it

e

86 et

wife indicated how close he had come to God; that his children grow up
with the outloock towards life to do what they believed in all of their
lives; the simplicity of life; his desire for his wife to live in an
apartment or a house large enough for the family; and not to worry about
money as that was the least of his worries. The great possibility that
he would not return; but even though he had a desire to return to his
family he would not let his country down. SUBJECT desires to visit Mrs.
Cock, accompanied by a military representative if necessary.

SUBJECT was in possession of a gold wedding band, a former

SUBJECT wanted to deliver the ring personally to Mrs. Schumann but agreea
to turn it over to military control. SUBJECT removed thering from V
Schumann's hand at the time of HIS death. Y§§

In February 1967, SUBJECT received from a VC interpreter three
documents, the property of Douglas Ramsey. The three documents were
Ramsey's last Will and Testament, Power of Attorney, and a lgtter to the .|
First National Savings Bank regarding transfer of a bank accpunt. -~ SUBJECTJ. ©.

possession of CPT Schumann, inscribed on the inside "Honey lLove 13/9/58". \Qf

SUBJECT recalled that the contents of the letter from Cook to his SICR-NA

" and Cook both witnessed the documents and they were returned to‘fﬁ@}YC._,q -
(continued) =~
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CRAFTS, Charles Earle 5 March 1967
pFC, E3, US 51 k79 671 3. CONTROL SYMBOL OR FILE NUMBER
DPOB: 11 August 1942, Livermore Falls, Maine

4. REPORT OF FINDINGS

The present whereabouts of the documents is unknown. Ramsey's Will
indicated that everything should go to his father; if his father was
deceased, everything to his mother. In the event both Ramsey's parents
were deceased, the estate would go to a relative. SURJECT could not
recall the relative's name, but thinks it was a man. Ramsey's father
was to be given the Power of Attorney to effect the transfer of a bank
account. SUBJECT desires that this information be related to Ramsey's
family. SUBJECT may visit Ramsey's family at some future date.

AGENT'S NOTES: Part 2, final Agent Report, lst debriefing period,
2 March 1967. All references in right margin relate to appropriate para-
graphs, SICR Message DIA May 66. SUBJECT was again warned of classifica-
tion and sensitivity of certain information discussed during the debriefing.
A1l materials, clothing and letters in SUBJECT's possession at the time of
release by VC were put under military control and a receipt given. Receipt
includes names of Cook, Ramsey, Schumann and Bennett. It is noted that
the SICR Message, DIA May 66, does not cover specific areas of interest
regarding treatment, search, etc, just prior to release. EXHIBIT = .

REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED
oN Lecl . g 1980
- BY DEP CDR USAINSCOM FOIPO
Auth Para 1-603 DoD 5200. 1-R
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). NAME OF SUBJECT OR TILE OF INCIDENT 2. DATE SUBMITIED
CRAFTS, Charles Earle 4 March 1967
PFC, E-3, US 51 k79 671 REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED " THF Nomest

DPOB 11 August 1942, Livermore Falls, Maine on DEC ' e 1090
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4. REPORT OF FINDINGS
Auth Para 1-603 CoD 5200. 1-R

Part 1, Agent Report, 2nd debriefing period of Charles Earle -
CRAFTS, PFC (E-3), US 51 479 671, conducted on 3 March 1967. CRAFTS stated
substantially as follows:

CRAFTS met Sergeant Harold G. Bennett, an advisor to the 33rd 2h(2)(n)
Ranger Battalion, on 29 December 1964, when Bennett and CRAFTS were cap-
tured together during an operation in Ben Zar (phonetic) RVN. Attached to
the 33rd Ranger Battalion were Captain Benke (phonetic), Lieutenent White,
Bennett and CRAFTS. CRAFTS was & close friend of Bennett's while they were -
at Bien Hoa. They often went to the Enlisted Club together and talked.
When Bennett was captured on 29 December 1964, the VC took his boots, a 2n(1)(2)
Bible, his money, Identification Card, other things and a promotion list
on which Captain Benke had recommended him for promotion to E-6. The VC
did not discover a set of Jeep keys and a pair of fingernail clippers. The
¥C allowed Bennett to retain some cigars and class ring. HE was in good
health upon capture by the VC, except for venewml disease, which was treated 2n(2)(=a)
on 6 February 1965 by the VC with penicillin pills and injections. Shortly
after capture, Bennett, a Protestant, who believed in God, but was not a
regular attendant at church, became a religious "fanatic". He wanted only
to talk about God whenever he had the opportunity to talk. On occasion,
Captain Cook and CRAFTS attempted to talk to him ebout his past or child-
hood, but beonly wanted to talk about God. In approximately April or May
1965 Bennett's health began to fail. He did little physical exercise and
ate very little, sometimes as little as four or five spoonfulls of rice. 2h(2)(h)
His stomach was upset, and the illness was not believed to be malaris,
diarrhea, swelling of the legs, or fluid filling the lungs. He began a
gradual decline in health, believed to be psychological. He could not
reconcile the fact that he was a POW. After capture, the VC searched
CRAFTS and Bennett while on the trail to the first POW camp. When they
arrived at the first camp they discovered that there were ARVN POWs there.
They proceeded to ancther camp on 1 January 1965 and met Captain Cook. The 2h(2)(n)
three proceeded to another camp on 6 February 1965 in which there were
other ARVN POWs. They departed this camp on 15 May 1965 and proceeded to
another camp. On the way to this camp, Bennett became weak and could no
longer travel. On 28 May 1965, approximately 0100-0200 hours, they began
the move to the camp. After approximately two or three miles the VC
stopped and told the POWs to sit down. Sergeant Bennett was to the rear
of CRAFTS and Captain Cook, in an unknown location. Three VC guards were
sent to the rear. The guards retwrned to CRAFTS and Captain €ook and said
that they had killed Bennett. There were no shots fired dquring the absence
of the guards. CRAFTS heard about Sergeant Bennett in 16 July 1965 in Camp

Tay Ninh when a very high ranking officer told CRAFTS, Smith md McClure 2h(2)(k)

that Sergeart Bennett had been punished severely for attempting to esca
CONEIBENHAT— (continued) HH
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AGENT REPORT

(AR 381-130; FM 30-17)

} NAME OF SUBJECT OR TITLE Of INCIDENT 2. DATE SUBMITTED
CRAFTS, Charles Ezrle 4 March 1967
pPFC, E-3, US 51 k79 671 3. CONTROL SYMBOL OR FILE NUMBER
DPOB: 11 August 1942, Livermore Falls, Maine HEGRADED UNCLASSiFIcD
N DEC 1 ¢ sqz-
- ~ Q1200
4. REPORT OF FINDINGS Y DZP CDR USAINSZOM FOIPO

Auth Para 1-633 DoD 5200. 1.R
The officer said that Bernett was at a camp trying to redecem himself. ~On
approximately October or November 1965 in Camp Carefree, the VC interrogator
stated that VN Covernment officials had made a decision to execute two VC.
The VC would retaliate by executing a POW Hawks (phonetic). The VN Govern-
ment officials executed two other VC instead of the original two and the VC
retaliated by executing Sergeant Bennett instead of Hawks. The interrogator
told CRAFTS and Cook this information for no apparent reason. CRAFTS has
not heard of Bennett since October or November 1965. CRAFTS believes that
if the VC did not execute Bennett, he would have died from not eating.

Sergeant Bennett met Captain Cook, Donald Dawson, Collette Emberger
and CRAFTS. Dawson did not accompany the three on the trail to the cther
camp. During the march to the camp, Captain Cook ordered Bennett to eat
his rice. Bennett ate it but he said that it did not taste good to him.
Bennett's attitude during the march was that of depreseion. He had a
violent temper, which had manifested itself in his past. He was removed
from the Special Forces because of an argument with an officer; and in the
Enlisted Men's Club, after consuming an excess amount of alcohol, he struck
a Sergeant Mejar. After discussing the incident with Captain Benke, the
Sergeant Major and Benke decided to not punish him but to remove his name
from the promotion list. Bennett told CRAFTS other difficulties he had
while in the Military Service. The VC disliked Bennett and showed their
displeasure by small measures such as delgying lighting Bennett's ciga-
rette or jJust ignoring him altogether. He would become angry at the VC
and swear at them. He never struck themn.

Bennett received the same indoctrination that CRAFTS and CooXk
received. He read VC propaganda pamphlets, but did not write any essays
or letters or anything for the VC. He attended lectures, but was not
interrogated for military information. He attended a total of three
indoctrination sessions. The indoctrinations consisted mainly of the

Captain who spoke only poor English. The VC interrogated the POWs very
little. Approximately 95% of any encounter with an official was in the
form of an indoctrination, a list of orders, or a verbal reprimand for
their bad conduct as POVs.

Bennett planned one escape immediately after capture when they
were being marched away from the combat site. It was at night, and the
guards were too close to him to permit him to escape. In the afternoon
of 2 January 1965, CRAFTS and Bennett utilized Bemsett's Jeep keys to
weaken the springs of the cheap padlocks which bound their ankles. They
utilized the fingernail clippers to cut through the vines which bound
the bars over their heads. They reversed their shirts, removed all white
cY (continued)

T

2g
2g(1)

history of the VG, from 1945 to the present time, presented by a VC 2g(2)}(1&),(5)

2g(3)

2h(1)(c)

2J(8)
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AGENT REPORT

(AR 381-130; FM 30-17)

2. DATE SUBMITTED

4 March 1967

I NAME OF SUBJECT OR TITLE OF INCIDENT

CRAFTS, Charles Earle

PFC, E-3, US 51 479 671

e, C L RY, R FILE NUMBER
DPOB: 11 August 1942, Livermore Falls, Maine rerapEo TRELSSRES

o DEC\I A8\ 98r

Ry-DER O SCOM-EQIPQ
L= S = A

Auth Para 1-603 DoD 5200. 1-R

labels and waited until the guard checked the POWs at 2000 or 2100 hours
before leaving. The guard never did check the POWs and while waiting, the
camp became too quiet to attempt an escape. The next day the guards re-
placed the cheap padlock with a United States Army-type lock, which was
impossible to pick. The guards did not suspect sny tampering of the lock
and did not search the POWs. The last attempt that Bennett made to escape
was in March 1965. Bennett, Cook and CRAFTS decided to escape when the
three were enroute to the latrine. The VC permitted only Cook and Bennett
to go to the latrine, however, and CRAFIS remained behind. Cook decided to
leave CRAFTS behind and proceed with the escape. Bennett caught his foot
in a tree and became stuck. He almost had his finger bitten off attempting
to quiet the guard by holding his hand over the VC8 mouth. Another guard
appeared, brought them back, and handcuffed and shackled them. CRAFTS re-
ceived no such imprisonment because HE told the guards that HE had no
knowledge of the escape.

4. REPORT OF FINDINGS

The VC knew nothing concerning Bennett's background. Bennett,
as the others, printed their names upon orders from the VC Captain. When
Bennett was seen last he had a Crucifix he received from Dawson, a Catholic.
He had nothing else with him when CRAFTS saw him last. Bennett requested
CRAFTS to visit his mother should CRAFTS be released shead of Bennett.
CRAFTS intends to see her in the future; his mother is in poor health. His
sister, a school teacher, has been in cantact with CRAFTS' parents. CRAFTS
can add nothing else pertinent to HIS encounter with Sergeant Harold G.
Bennett.

CRAFTS first met Captain Donald Cook on 2 January 1965. On that
date Cook was brought into the camp where CRAFTS was confined. In the

camp alsq was Bennett. On 25 January 1965, CRAFTS, Bennett and Cook departed
the camp under VC guard. Cook was unable to match the pace of the party
because of 2 leg wound and was left in a temporary camp with VC escort.
Cook arrived in the next camp during the middle of March 1965. CRAFTS,
Bennett, and Cook were the only United States POWs in the camp. On 15 May
1965, the three departed the camp. On 1 June 1965, Cook and CRAFTS arrived
at a VC POW camp believed to be in Tay Ninh province which they called Camp
Carefree. Present at this camp were Sergeants Smith, McClure, Comacho, and
Rohrbach. On 26 July 1965, Smith, McClure, Rohrbach, Schumann, CRAFTS, and
Cook moved to a new camp believed to be in Tay Ninh province referred to by
other prisoners as the Bivouac area. They all remained there for approxi-
mately two weeks and departed on 7 August 1965. That same day they arrived
at a permanent camp called Camp Tay Ninh. On 28 October 1966, Cook, CRAFTS,
Mr. Douglas Ramsey, mad Sergeant Sammie Womack departed the camp under armed
escort and were marched for 14 days when they reached another permanent .
camp believed to be in Tay Ninh province and referred to as Gamp-Tay-Ninh.
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' CRAFTS last saw Cook on 26 February 1967 when HE departed Camp Tey-Nimh for
3 HIS release. . e Ao
Cook had been captured just prior to 2 January 1965 when he had
gone to the site of a helicopter crash with a South Vietnamese military unit

to check for survivors. While in the area, they were ambushed by the VC

and the unit Cook was with ran. Cook attempted to organize the remaining
few into some sort of defense. He dragged two South Vietnamese soldiers

into & depression for cover and then left the cover tc see if he could be =
of assistance somewhere else. He was shot in the leg while in the open.

He then entered ancother depression with other South Vietnamese soldiers.

He looked up and saw he was surrounded by VC and was forced to surrender.
Although he had lost a comsiderable amount of blood, he recovered from his

leg wound, which did not break the bone, by March 1965. Since this initial
wound, Cook has been in above-average hegi%ﬁ“f5;~§*§5ﬁf Due primarily to
inadequate footwear, he has suffered from foot disorders including swelling,
blisters and lacerations. In June 1965, Cook contracted an unknown disease
which resulted in a loss of appetite, weakness, snd pains in his legs.
Comacho gave him vitamin pills which Comacho had received in an International
Red Cross package. By 16 July 1965, Cook was well enough to travel. He

has also suffered from dropsy, characterized by a swelling of the body,

and stomach disorders cRaracterized by gas, upset stomach, and diarrhea.
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) The VC have provided medical treatment with what they had available includ- 2a
A ing vitamins and anti-biotics, through pills and injection and aspirin.

m[! When last seen on 16 February 1967, Cook was stromg and relatively healthy.

%%(; His feet were in a good condition but he was suffering slightly from stomach
disorders.

%% § The VC have always respected Cook as an Officer. They have treated

wli him well considering their.standards but he has been occasionally punished. 2¢
In February 1966, they asked Cook to complete an "index card" which had

- I blanks on it for personal history information including military assignments.

?ﬁ;i Cook refused to fill out the cards. For punishment, the VC halved Cook's

rations for a week. At the time, CRAFTS and Schumann, zlso in the camp,

were not directed to fill out the card. CRAFTS believes that Cook was perhaps
directed to fill out the index card because of his previous escape attempt
with Bennett. Cook has divulged little or nothing concerning his background.
When captured, he ripped off his fatigue Jacket pocket with the Marine Corps
insignia and, to this date, the VC seem to believe that he is a member of

the U. S. Army.

Cook has been subjected to indoctrination sessions with a profes- 2g
sional indoctrinator and written material to about the same degree as the
other POWs. He is a very stubborn man and has written no essays or propa-
ganda letters. The VC indoctrinator nicknamed "Grandpa" disliked Cook very (.onfinued)
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much. "Grandpa" would trymto engage Cook in a politically orientated argu-
ment which Cook would refuse. Cook would say, "I am a POW - I am in no
position to argue."” That would usually terminate the conversation.

Cook has been sble to maintain a certain covert military control 2h(2)(o)
over the POWs as the senior man in the various camps. The VC have fre-
quently stated that there is no military organization in the POW camps.
Everyone is to be treated the same whether the POW is an Officer, Sergeant
or Private. The senior wmilitary man is to have no control over the others. =
In fact, however, Cook has exercised control and established unauthorized 2h(2)(f)
commmications channels and unauthorized assistance to the POWs. Cook is
a constant source of inspiration and comfort to the other prisoners and
substantially uplifts their morale. On one occasion he shared his food with
CRAFTS for a week when CRAFTS was ill and has frequently shared medicine
Wwith other POWs. At one time, CRAFTS believed Cook may be executed by the
VC. At present, CRAFTS does not believe that he will be executed. The
Camp Comrm nder at Bien Hoa camp told CRAFTS that Cook would not be re-
leased until the end of the war because he was an officer.

Cook attempted one escape in March 1965 with Bennett. He is 2h(2)(k)
presently considering escape. CRAFTS does not know what plans he has,
however, CRAFTS believes that much of the success of the attempt will
depend on whether or not Cook can obtaln boots or shoes to protect his
feet. 2n(2)(k)

Cook wrote one letter to his wife in September 1965 which he gave  2d(1)
to the VC for delivery. CRAFTS has not heard whether or not she has re-
ceived it. Cook gave CRAFTS a letter to Cook's wife and a note prior to 24(3)
CRAFTS! release which CRAFTS successfully smuggled from the camp. Cock
also had CRAFTS memorize a letter for Cook's wife.

AGENT'S NOTES: FEnd Part 1, 2d debriefing period, 3 March 1967. The
marginal notes are references to DIA SICR May 66. Information derived from
CRAFTS on 24 February 1967, indicates that shortly after capture, Bennett
and CRAFTS were photographed with still and movie cameras with ARVN prisoners.
Details of Cook's letters are reported in Agent Reports concerning CRAFTS'
interview on 2 March 1967.

WONINC ToTeY
S
5. TYPED NAME AND ORGANIZATION OF SPECIAL AGENT Jo SIGRIATURE OF SPECIAL AGE
ROLAND W. STAHL, 135th MI Group éif

LEWIS M. TAIMADGE, 108th MI Group (III) N '772 // /{c /_//

FORM 7
DA } APR 52 34 l REPLACES WD AGO FORM 341, ) JUN 47, WHICH MAY BE USED.




4”] ‘>"!'* ' v ‘h‘iff '5“&7 ‘élkf’ . .

AGENT REPORT

REGRADED UNCLASSYGIE¥0; FM 30-17) vl U RTR | B

ON UEU T B 1980

T NAME OF SUBJECT OR TITLE OF INCIDENT 2. DATE SUBMITTED

9 March 1067 G

~;°TS, Charles Sarle BY DEP CDR USAINSCOM FOIPO
v=C, E~3, US 51 1479 671 Auth Para 1-603 DoD 5200. 1-R 3. CongEoL SYIIOL ) .
3'—’JB 1'3. Au ust 1942, Livermore Fells, la'ne a""\"‘ ""
[+ REPORT OF FINDINGS 3
L. fie "%’F‘@“
Agent Report, third debrlef ing period of Charles E, I¢o]
CRATTS, PFC (u—B), US 51 479 671 conducted on L March 1967. CRATTS
stated substantially as follows regarding the general subject area
of and 2ll forms or methods of torture to which POWt's HE knew were
subjected:
Captain Do periods of indoctrination 2¢(1)
on the average o0i o times monthly, OSometimes he wot (Hormal ly
for a meriod of four to six monthes, The longest period of indoctrination on indoc)
was two to three hovrs and the shortest period, one half hour, On one 2¢(2)
occasion Cook was interviewed by two civilians; believed to be Cubans, 2z(2)
The interview was conducted in English, CRAFTS, Cook and Ramsey, on one (usually
occasion, attended a group discussion controled by "0il Can Harry," a VO same car)
Captain, who was & Camp Comander at severzal camps., The topic of discussion 2g(3)
covered the 19L5 French Rewolution and views concerning the current war 2g(l)
and the VC position, Oil Can Harry stated that the war would end during 2¢(L)
the dry season of 1968, As a result of an attempted escape in Januery 2g(5)
1965 each foot was shackled to a steel bar avﬂroy*v“etely six to seven feet 2g(2)
long, wkich was nailed to the floor to prevent it Trom turning, Cook was 2g
shackled hand and foot to his bunk, Cook had to lay flat on his “ack and on(2) (k)
could not turn to or on either side. Cook was shackled in this mamner for
one week at which time the chains were removed from his hands, Cook's
feet remained shackled for ap-roxi=ately one month, Ccok has been in
solitary confinement at differant ti-es Tor a totsl of twelve months. 22
Dmring these meriods he was not allowed to speak to other P07s, Cook was 2b(3)
allowed to wash his clothes, go to the well and la 'ur;*"e tut had tec live 2c(2)
alonz, Cock has lived alone longer than any other P00 kmown to CRATTS, (possitly)
Cook has shown no visuval affects of this to his sanltv Ccok is very 2¢(12)
strong am has conguered the »roblem of this t;pe of confinement, In (vres-urs)
April or ilgy 1966, during Overation Burminghem, w-ile at Camp Tay Hian, 2n(2)(g)
Cook as well as tne othnr Pits, was shackled to a post in his hut, for Ho known
security reasons, On z few occasions CRAFTS saw W guards point their ICR ref
weapons at Cook as though they were threatening to shoot him, when 25(1)
Cook refused to complete an index card which required personal background 2a
information, his daily food ration was reduced one half, For a period (dvring
of one week, Cook along with other PUWs, was chained for security reasons 21114
in July, 1965, because of Sergeant Camacho's escape. UnJZCT saw a guard Opns)
+threaten to hit Cook with an iron bar on one occasion when C-ck had asked 23(8)
the W a question., CRAFTS did know what was said betwsen the W guard 2b(ly)
and Cook, CRAFTS co:ld not recall any other incidents of torture, 2¢(12)
either physical or psychological, which Cook was subjected to. ZbEB%
2h{2
In Janusry 1967, at Camp Blnh Hoa, Sergeant Samnie Womack was 2a
chained and placed in an un ST R o “qd, of two cays. The 2b(3)
BT 40100 TICALLY DG *n;q} I (Cont? m*ed)
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4. REPORT OF FINDINGS

punishnent was as a result of Womack's refusal to commlete the POW
incex card, Duori s the vericd 31 October 1966 to 28 Octo er 1966,
while at Camn Tay linh, Womack was interrogat=d on two occasions for
short reriods of one or two hours, While at Camp Birh Hoa, during
Januarr 1967, Womack was interrogated for a six hour reriod, The
interrogation was conducted by the "Cld lian" and the "Prevaricator",
who was the interpretor. He was interrcgated for short reriods at
other times but SUBJTCT could not recall details., Womack's sandals
did not it him nroperly and the VO cut the straps from the rear

of these sandals to prevent him from trying to escape., The sandals
caused Womack great nhysical discomfort, Woriack was exrosed the the
tyne of indoctrination directed toward racial issues, This con-
sisted of stating to both Womack and HeClure that the US was abusing
the kegro., Additionally the VU attem ted tc create dissension be-
tween Negro and Caucasian POWs, Other than the aforementioned,
CRAFTS has no additional knowledge concerning any type of torture
either rhysical or psychological that Womack was subjected to during
his period of captivity,

Sergeant Harold G, Bennett was subjected to the sane tyre
of =hi-siczal restraint at Cam~ SCB as Cook, which resulied {ron
their attempted escape in March 1965, While trring to over come
a W guard Bennett'!s finger was bitten half off. Bemnett was
ghackled in solitary confinement for approximately 3 months,
one menth & plastic conver was hung on the side of his cell so
that he could not see the other PCWs, At the time of his capture
Benmett had a venereal disease. In Jenuary 1965, while at Camp Jose
Bennett was refused medical attention by the VG, Cook, who was
being treated for a leg wound, o”fered to let Bennett have some
Penicillin that he was receiving, but the VC medic would not do
this, Bennett did not receive an injection of penicillin until
April 1965, He suffered much physical discomfort as a result of
not receiving medical treatment, CRAFTS is of the opinion that
during this neriod penicillin was in short sunply. On the night
of the same day that Cook and Bennett had attempted to escape, two
VC officers pointed their nistols at both Cook and Bennett and
threatened to kill them, A W guard struck Bennett in the side
of his head with his fist, During April 1965, at Camp SOB, Benzett
was struck with a piece of bamboo and hit on the head with a rifle
butt held by a W guard, CRATTS could not recall the reason for
the beating, During May 1965, while moviag from Camp SCE to Carp
Carefree, Bennett was weak and could not keep up the pace. He was
kicked and beaten by the guards., Bemnett was last seen by CZ4TTS
on 28 May 1965, and at that time he waslif:smoor health, CRAFTS
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2b(3)
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was subsequently told by the VC in October 1965, that Bermett had
been executed,

2¢(10)

CRAFTS believes that normally the VC would not execute poss

%” PCits if they were too weak to travel. SUBJZCT cited two instances 2b(3)
@i . | yherein HE and Sergeant Claude McClure were provided a bicycle to 2b(ly)
travel on when they were too weak to walk, CRA TS said Bennett was 2¢(9)
1 | subjected to the three periods of indoctrination while at Camp SOB, 2h(2) (k)
% CRAFTS had no other knowledze of any type of either physical or 2b(3)
psychological torture Bennett had received from the WC, 2bgh% .
. 2¢c(9 -
Capbain Schumann was indoctrinated aprroximately six times, 2h(2)(k)
Yis first IMIsctrinacion took nlace in Camp Carefree, in July 1965, 2b(3)
The other indoctrinations took place at Camp Tay Ninh from Cetober 2b(k) |
m 1965 until his death in July 1966, Schumann was exposed to the 2¢(9) %
%ﬁ . usual -ropaganda line, He was not indcctrineted from excessive 2b(3) !
periods of time, Schumann died from kidney trouble and pnuemonia, 2b(ly) |
. He was given all the medical heln that the W had available, The 2¢(9) |
%i living conditions thaet he vas subjected to undoubtedl: ceontributed 2a(19)
i to his death, CRAFTS has no knowledge of Schumann being subjected (poss)
to phrsiczl tor vre or any psychological torture, Sci mann was 2 2a (med)

the W looked u~ on fre PCY)
(no arprop)
(SICK ref)

. suiebt man, and 2ot 2 mixer, CRISTS feels tha
him as a model rrisoner, Schunann recelved more medicel ireatment
than any of the other PGis,

2b(3) (poss)
Mr, Ramsey has not been subjected to any physical torture 2b(lt) (poss)
other thall The usual methods of restraint utilized on all the POJs. 2¢(9) (poss)
HE was expos-d to extensive periods of interrogaticns during February 2h(2)(k)
and larch 1966, at Camr Tay Ninh., At one time he was interrogated (med rea)
on two consecutative days on the averzge of six hours daily. (not escape)
SUBJECT is of the opinion that Ramsey received more periods of 2b(L)
interrogations than other POi/s because he spoke Vietnamese fluently  2b{lL)
and that he was a civilian. Prior to capture Ramsey was erploved 2h(1)(d)

by the United States Overseas Mission (USCGi) Ramsey told Cock and 2¢(1)
C2AFTS that the W were plotting to kill kim, He said that the Zgzgen)
! | guards would discuss ways of killing him in such a manner that he 2c(1)

; would hear these discussions. CRAFTS and Cook frequently discussed 2¢c(2)
Ramsey's obsession and felt that this is a figment of his imaginetion. 2g{gen)
- | On one occasion during August 1966, Ramsey told "Pussy", a VC 2g(3)
By interrogator, that he knew what the VO were planning to do with him 2a

-l and that the guards had told other POWs of the VC plans, CRAFTS 2b(L)
stated that neither Cook nor HIMSELF had ever been told by anybody 2n(2)(%)
that the W had plans to execute Ramsey. During August 1965, 2b(L)
Remsey told CRAFTS that he almost had a nervous breakdown, Havi-c 2a
lived with Zamsey from January 1966, until FIS release, CRA™TS 2a

g feels that Ramser is mentellr unstable and ithat his mentel condition  23{1;

ﬁt , 11 L (Continued)
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indoctrination Camacho received a letter from his fanily, The
second time he received 2 Red Cros' box, Camacho escared fron
Comp Carefres on 9 July 1965, CZARTS has no xnovled e of Canacho
being stbjected te anr form of -wsiczl or —sycholo~iczl torture
otner vhan that received by 2ll rCls,
Sergeant 1:cClure injured his leg whien he fell on a -
stake whil&Teturming ‘rom the latrine, FeClire Gouldn't walk
the VG guards refused medical trzatment for his injured leg, 1icClure
did not receive anr more indoctrinetion then amrr of the other FU's
tut iz his case the theme of the indoctrinatis: was directed towercs
racial matters and the exploitation of the He.To by the 'nited States,
CZATTS is of the oninion that at the time of his release iicClure was
beginning to accert th:ings tle VO told him as being true and that
VU were supporting the oppressed people of the worid., CzATTS does
ot believe that his loyalts to the United States has changed, cnly
that McClure apparentlv was acceripting the Viet Cong way of life as
attractive to a Ne During indocirination periods attenpts were
made to convince HcClure tirat the Caucasion POWS had a hatred for the
Negro POWs, CRAFTS has no knowledge of licClure being subjected to
rhysical torture or receiving any special treatment not normal for
other PGils,

thile at Camp Carefree Sergeant Rohrbach refused to sharmen
runji stakes for the VO, He wae shackled and placed in a hole for
2y hours, A pylon cover was placed over the entrance to the hcle
restricting air and Iight fron entering the hole. Rohrbach was
subjected to the usual indoctrination perieds. GCRATTS has no knowl-
edge concerning any other fornme of torture that Rohrbach was
subjected to, Rohrbach and Smith did not Tiglong well together,
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2b (L)
Serzeant Smith was not subjected to any ~ircical torture, 2¢(1)
C2A7TS could TOT Tecal. Smith be'ng indoctrinated i: excess of treat 2¢(2)
which the other P(ils received, Smith was accidently shot in the leg 2c(9)
by 2 VO, The VG guard was evidently pleying with his weapon when 2¢(12
it ¢ischarged, wounding Smith, Prior to his release in Octecber 1965, 2b(h)
the Ce~> Comnander said that Smith was thin and that he needed bo 2¢(10)
be nvt on a high vrotein diet to fatien him up. (ne armropn)
_ (7152 Zef)
Sergeant Camacho was ‘mown by C2AUTTS from 1 June 1965 to 2b(h)
9 July 1965, Tiwing this veriod Camancho was subiected to two 2¢(9)
reriods of indocirination cf short duration, Topics discussed at (poss)
these indectrinations were nct known by CUATTS, 4t the Tirst £11 other no

ZICR ref ap rop
211 below med
info re RS
“aced on oniniox:
2¢(1)

2¢(2)

2g(ger

2g(3)

2h{gen)

2a(gen)

2b(ly)

2h(2)(h)

2¢(1)

2¢(2)

2g(gen)

2g(2)

2g(3)

2d{gen)

(re receirt)

2a(?hy sec)
2a(med)

2b (L)
2a(med)
2¢(192)
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They had an argument but CRAFTS did not know the cause of their (poss)
disacreement. (me evening 2 W Interrreter came to the rlace 2a(1)
where Rohrback and CRLZTS were confined and told Rohrbach that 2¢(2)
the Carp Commander wanted to see him, Rohrbach headed towards 2g(cen)
the interrogation house, #bout 15 minutes later the guard came 2g(2)
and took Rohrbach's clothes, This was the last time CRAZTS (poss)
saw Rohrbach and occurred scmetime in Septerber 1965, CRAFTS 2h(2)(g) Racial)
subsequently was told by his parents that Rohrbach was executed 2g(6) .
by the VC. 2n(2)(g)
2g(6)
Donald Dawson was not known to have been subjected to any 2h(2)(c)
phrsical or psrenolonical torture other than that received by all 2b(3)
POis, CRAFTS last saw Dawson on 15 liay 1965 at Camn SCB., CR47TS 2b(L)
had known Dawson briefly prior t- ZIS capture when EE met him at 2¢(6)(»oss)
Bien Hoa, Dawson was concerned and frightened as teo what rlan the 2¢(7) (poss)
Camp Commander had concerning his future, (1ac§)
2¢c(g
Colette Emberger was known “or the same neriod of tirme 2a(1?)
that CRATTS was with Dawscn at Cair 303, from Awil 1955 to liay 235(8)
1965, She was not s:bjected to any physical torture and is believed 2c¢(1)
to have been interrogated on one occasion, Emberger was allowed 2¢(2)
more freedom than the other POYs, She was allowed to talk to the 2g(gen)
VC guards, Wi prisoners and American P(Ws, Emberger was quartered 2g(2)
in the same building as the American PU’Js, A piece of plastic was 2g(3)
hung in such a manner as to give her =wrivacy fro~ the other PCis, 2h(2)
Cn one occasion Emberger actzd as an interpretor {or the Cawm (gen)
Cormnmander in explaining to CEATTS and other PCis that they were 2b(3)(noss)
moving and that they would have to carrv rice, CRATTS made it a 2b(Ly)
point to avoid ccntact with Emberger as HE did not trust her, 2h(2)(gen)
Concering the feollowing named indiriduals, SUZJZCT has no 2¢c(gen)
knowledge of any type of treatment received b the from the W, nor 2g(gen)
has he had any contact with them: 2¢(19)

(pressure)
Hawks: A VC interpretor mentioned this name in relationship 2¢(1)

with the execution of Bennett, (gen)

i Yo amrrop SICR2

~Riceé:- During December 1965 or January 1966, at Cam Tay ref however
inh a W interrretor known as "Pussy", showed SUZJTCT a Social deemed imp,
Security card with the name }iichael Rlce on the front, Puscy wented 2h(2)(e)
CRATTS to explain the ure of the card and what social security 2h(2)(f)
insurance was, CRATTS declined because HE did not know ewnough about  (Within compound)
the Social Security System, 2nh(2) (i)

2n(2) (1) (by sex)
Pitzer (phonetic): CRAFTS heard Sergeant Smith mention 2b(l) (poss)
11 (Continued)
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AGENT REPORT g ——

1
(AR 381-130; FM 30-17) e L

T MAmE OF SUBJECT OR TIILE OF INCIOENT 2. OATE SUBMITIED
CRi7T5, Charles Darle 9 March 1967
r7, -3, US 51 L79 671 3. CONTROL SYMBOL OR FILE NUMBER

n®.B: 11 August 1942, Livermore Falls, Maine

& REPORT OF FINDINGS

this name and CRATTS assumes that this —erscn was a POW, CRATTS could 2h(2)(n)
recall no other detalls concernirg the aforenentioned names, CRATTS

has no kno-ledge of any other American, Australians, Koreans, or high

ranking Vietnamese military or civilian POVs,

AGENT!IS NOTES: CR FTS was advised that the information rezarding
detailed discussion of any possible means of torture technique was classified
STCPET in order to protect POWts still in Viet Cong control. Note SICR SG
DIACC, May 1966 does not inquire as to end result or end effect of indectrina-
tion, interrogation, or torture; therefore, no reference can be made to a
valuable part of any escapee/returned PG answer, Interrogation and indoctrina-
tion someti~es overlap and blend, therefore references are also made to
interrogation parajraphs of SiCR. Hawks and Gustav-Hertz, USILI, may be one
and the sane perscn.

REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED

ON ppp
LEC anr
117 BY DEP c:.—".%nar-zz?:'c&: c380

Auth Fa ¢ 163 Lol 25 Iﬁ
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. , Hq, USAINTC
JOSEPH L. BATES, 108th MI Group (IIT)
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CE URaamanns e
10010 latslligence Corps Gromp -

Besten Army Base. Basim, lasmh.mt's az'm
ICGP-A-III 22 March 1967

SUBJECT: PROJECT MARCH (U)

TO: Commanding General
U. S. Army Intelligence Command
ATTN: ICOP-IV (LTC Smith)
Fort Holabird
Baltimore, Maryland 21219

_{e¥” Forwarded is Sworn Statement of PFC E-3 Charles E. Crafts ,
US 51479671, obtained during debriefing conducted at Fort Devens, Mass.,
from 2 through 8 March 1967, and signed by PFC Crafts on 20 March 1967.

1 Incl
DA Form 19-24, Statement, 172 MAJ, AIS

pages, of which pages 78 and 838 Region Commander
are cla.ssifi&gg, SECRET, and .
EXHIBIT, {Z DPg§, .andaCo7er—aueet

classified SECRET.owx! €cveE R

SHEET Ipy,lcy G (RVWsmFov )

ot

REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED

ON  DEC i 7 ivec-

BY DEP CTR USAINSCOM FOIPO
Auth Para 1-653 CoD 5200, 1R

gl
IRCLOSURES

121 Fege / o2 / Pages
Copy_/___of_-7 Copies

Whticsan N ——
FHSZASED AT 12 YEAR INTE-VALS
RET AUTOM AT iy .

DUD DIR 5200.20




Exp lain the nature of the i ." e
informed andnthzs fact affirmatively shown - ;,:,!_" ..r::-....._...._,_ml : & KX
PLACE S ooty FiL M geR* < “ -~
Fort Devens, Massachusetts 2 March 1967
LAST NAME -FIRST NAME - MIDDLE INITIAL SERVICE NUMBER GRADE
Crafts, Charles E. REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED Us 51 479 671 PFC, E-3
ORGANIZATION (If civilian, give address) N ON C 7 980 o —_—
BY DcF[‘J%u? UANSCOM FOIPO ﬁ# ~enevay
Auth Para 1-603 DoD 5200, A-R ’ﬂlﬁ ; ?
i HAVE BEEN INFORMED BY Joseph L. Bates
WHO STATED HE IS (a) RD2) Special Agent, USAINTC

debriefin

in
EECGT T S PRSI (i Ly T S RS

(Strike out words between beackets if person is neither accused nor

suspected of a criminal offense .)

(D "“THE UNIFORM CODE OF MILITARY JUSTICE, ARTICLE 3%, 080 i
U'XS20OIXYX9 (Retain words in parentheses if statement is taken in -connection vnth Hne -of -duty investigation)
rﬂte Fifth Amendment to the Constitution of the United Stales—_] (Retain words between brackets if person making
statement is a.civilian) (WX (have) BEEN READ AND EXPLAINED TO ME BY Joseph 1. Bates.
1 UNDERST&ND THAT | DO NOT HAVE TO MAKE ANY STATEMENT WHATSOEVER AND ANY STATEMENT |
MAKE MAY BE USED AS EVIDENCE AGAINST Me. I 8180 understand that I may consult with
and have physically present an appointed military attormey, a military attorney that
I may specifically request providing he is reasonably available, or a civilian attor-
ney at my own expense. If I request an attorney, I understand that I will not be
questioned until counsel is present and, that regardless as to whether I have counsel,
questioning will cease at any time I say I wish to remain silent or to say nothing
further. Fully understanding my rights as stated, I do here freely, knowingly, and
intelligently waive my right to be represented by counsel and to remain silent.

* Will you please stand and raise your right hand? Do you swear that the st
“Ba: : ma*e shall be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing’ but

e

LY SN

DA!':g‘-mu 19'

1. Q: Do you have any questions concerning your rights?
A: No.

2. Q: Do you have any obJections to belng interviewed under oath?
A. No, sir.

3. Q: Do you have any objlections to signing a sworn statementwhich will be in ques-
tion and answer form covering the salient points of this interview?

A: No, sir.

4. Q: Do you understand that you will be afforded an opportunity to go over the
transcript of the interview so that you may make any changes, correctioms, - &
additions, or deletions that you feel necessary in order to make it more cam¥%"

" plete and accurate? : : 5
A: Yes, sir. - 3
5. Q: Do you have any objections to the utilization of a tape recorder during the
* interview? . , _ -
A: No, sir. W of:ZE_PQBGB

6. Q: Or, the presence of the stenotypist? Bopfﬂﬁl of__jL__§0P1°!

A: No, no objectioms, 8 [N

T.° Q:: Are you willing to be intervieved under the circumstances I have enumerateq3;

A: Yes, sir.

8. Q:



2. Q: Will you please WM. Please state your full name, rank, service
number, and date and place of birth?
A: Charles Earle Crafts, PFC, E-3, I believe, US 51 k79 671. I was born on 11
© August 1942 in Livermore Falls, Maine.
10: Q: T have told you we have a requirement to obtain your clothes and the other
: things that you brought out. We would like to see your clothes end whatever
else you have with you, and to have you tell what they are and give us a
little description on where you got them, and what you useéd them for?
A: This is what I wore eut of the jungle and it is typical VC shoe made out of
: rubber tire, as you can see, cut to the shape of the foot. I received these
: in October 1966. Anything else you would like to know?
11. Q: They look durable. What 1s the story on the cup? [ ¢ T

AFFIDAYIT

| Charles Earle Crafts , HAVE HAD READ TO ME (have read) THIS STATEMENT WRICH
BEGINS ON PAGE ONE (1) AND ENDS ON PAGELZC | FULLY UNDERSTAND THE CONTENTS OF THE ENTIRE STATE=
MENY. MADE BY ME. THE STATEMENT IS TRUE. | HAVE INITIALED ALL CORRECTIONS AND HAVE INTIALED THE
BOTTOM OF EACH PAGE CONTAINING STATEMENT MAT TER. THIS STATEMENT HAS BEEN MADE BY ME FREELY
WITHOUT HOPE OF BENEFIT OR REWARD, WITHOUT THREAT OF PUNISHMENT, AND WITHOUT COERCION, UNLAW-
FUL INFLUENCE, OR UNLAWFUL INDUCEMENT.

N e
- ‘ ~
AL O
{ anmren & \‘{}LX-D
(Slgnatun of person making 4-:0::-1{)
O avor Mav. 107 at L Deve s Mg
SWORN TO ANQ_SUBSCRIBED BEFORE ME THiS DAY OF 194 /. AT AN SR WY '\7 4 - s

Cd /- ey
¢ A,W”f’—— '1 v /% 2 2 Fra

DONALD C. BROWN (| JOSEER L. BATES
Special Agent, USAINTC - ecial Agent, USAINTC
Notary Public
_ REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED My Commission Expires on the

ON  DEC 17 198" 6th day of April 1973
BY DP T2 USAINSIOIAFCIPO

Auth Faa 1-6.3 e wzJ0. 1-R

(Authority to adminieter ocaths)

RIGHTS UNDER UNIFORM CODE OF MILITARY JUSTICE, ARTICLE 31, TITLE 10, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 1219;
AND THE FIF TH AMENDMENT TO THE CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES

UNIFORM CODE OF MILITARY JUSTICE, ARTICLE 31, PROVIDES THAT: NO PERSON SUBJECT TO THIS CODE SHALL COMPEL ANY
PERSON TO INCRIMINATE HIMSELF OR TO ANSWER ANY QUESTION THE ANSWER TO WHICH MAY TEND TO INCRIMINATE HIM. NO
PERSON SUBJECT TO THIS CODE SHALL INTERROGATE, OR REQUEST ANY STATEMENT FROM AN ACCUSED OR A PERSON SUS-
PECTED OF AN OFFENSE WITHOUT FIRSY INFORMING HIM OF THE NATURE OF THE ACCUSATION AND ADVISING MIM THAT HE
DOES NOT HAVE TO MAKE ANY STATEMENT REGARDING THE OFFENSE OF WHICH HE IS ACCUSED ORSUSPECTED AND THAT ANY
STATEMENT MADE OY HIM MAY BE USED AS EVIDENCE AGAINST HIM IN A TRIAL BY COURT-MARTIAL. NO PERSON SUBJECT TO
THIS CODE SHALL COMPEL ANY PERSON TO MAKE A STATEMENT OR PROOUCE EVIDENCE BEFORE ANY MILITARY TRIBUNAL IF
THE STATEMENT OR EVIDENCE 13 NOT MATERIAL TO THE ISSUE AND MAY TEND TO DEGRADE HIM. NO STATEMENT OBTAINED
FROM ANY PERSON IN VIOLATION OF THIS ARTICLE, OR THROUGH THE USE OF COERCION, UNLAWFUL INFLUENCE, OR UNLAW-
FUL INDUCEMENT SHALL BE RECEIVED IN EVIOENCE AGAINST MIM IN A TRIAL BY COURT-MARTIAL.

TITLE 10, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 1219, PROVIDES THAT: NO PERSON IN THE ARMED FORCES MAY BE REQUIRED TO
SIGN A STATEMENT OF ANY NATURE RELATING TO THE ORIGIN, OCCURRENCE, OR AGGRAVATION OF ANY DISEASE OR INJURY
HE MAY HAVE. ANY SUCH STATEMENT AGAINST HIS OWN INTEREST, WHENEVER SIGNED, IS OF NO FORCE AND EFFECT.

FIETH AMENDMENT TO THE CONSTITUTION OF THEYAMTED STATES PROVIDES THAT: NO PERSON SHAWBE COMPELLED IN
ANY CRIMINAL CASE *'TO B KW'TNEfsézl‘us‘tﬂ?‘l‘w&‘.;}i‘ f? oy r"'» 7.':‘ v"*',. 3 Lot .

7
7 v
f\h 5 ,,,7*5,-' s,

i pige2 610 Pages
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) CLASSIFICLTION ¢ é{' 0/
r INSTRUCTIONS: To be completed by
i DEFENSE INFORMATION REPORT EVALUATION Typewri ter or Ball Point Per
CUSTOMER NUMBER IR NUMBER COLLECTION PROJECT IR DATE
NUMBER
. YEAR MONTH DAY
‘B 390 6 075 1567 67
6 |7 {o |1 ]1]7
30: ICR NUMBER 'OTHER REFERENCE SOURCE NUMBER DATE RECD BY DISSEMINATION ACTIVIT
D-1E6-16303 YEAR MONTH DAY
Si CODE(S) TARGET COUNTRY {IES} DATE RECEIVED BY EVALUATOR
YEAR MONTH DAY
THRU: VS l l j
REASON FOR EVALUATION 3. SELECTED BY COL MGR | )R ORIGINATOR
1. [ er s. [ JspeciaL requesT _ ,
o ~} 2. [JcoLLector's ReEQuesT 5. »:Mf}'x{usv INITIATIVE COMUSMACV (135th MIC

A. IR RESPONDED TO

B. RELTABILITY OF INFORMATION

C. YALUE OF INFORMATION

1. [ ] DIRM Part Three

2. [ Jer

\
3. L-TTCR—1f checksd, ICR was satisfied

N
r———+Completely
b. D Partially (It b or © checked,
include Guidance
¢. [_JNotatall

in Rematrks -
4. []other

Section)

_l,_:‘l j Contirmed by other sources

2. [ ] substantially true

3. [ ] Cannot be judged

4. [ ]JDoubtiul
!

5. [ JFalse

‘ 1. D'High (Unique, Timely, and of

Major Signilicance )

2. & erate ¢ Coniributory and
Uselul)

3. (] Low (Marginet)

4.‘ D None (Of no use)

5. [[JCannot be judged (Analyst has no

basis for velue judgement)

D. USABILITY OF INFORMATION

]

1. [} Used or planned for use in product

a. []Basic Intelligence
b. [_JCurrent Intelligence

1

Zﬁfﬁ{rporated in Data Base
a. [_] Potentially Useful -
p Background/Confirmatory

c. []Estimative Intelligence

d. [ JOtber

NAME OF PRODUCT:

3. [ ]stimulus for intelligence Guidance
or Requirement

4. DNOI used (AIl responses require ex—
planation in Remarks ‘sccrioq

a. [_] unreliable
b. [ ] Too Fragmentary
c. [__] Duplication
©d. []Not Pertinent to Needs

e Sy g

1. The source; a

held at a nearby camp.

-
1965 by the communists.
USA,

REMARKS (Number and Classify each Paragraph)

released ARVN officer, reported that he was held for
three days in early January 1965 with a Sgt Bennett and an unidentified
private at a camp near their capture location of Binh Gia. All were
captured there on 29 December 1964.
a Marine captain and an advisor to a Vietnamese Marine unit, was being

who was released in 1967.
Donald G. Cook, USMC, who died in captivity in 1967.

Source heard that a third American,

-

Sgt Bennett is SSG Harold G. Bennett, USA, who was executed in late

The private equates to PFC Charles E. Crafts,

The Marine captain correlates to Capt

3. All information provided by the source parallels exactly to infor-
mation provided by Crafts subsequent to his release.
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rae Thenh Dist-ict: Long Phuoc (YS - 7 &48),
2 Le st rlct ard Xuye*) }.o\. (YS 6A0 680), Phwe Tuy Province, was
czriured during the battle of 3inh Gia on 29 Decembar 296L. Durirg th: period
9 Deze:der 1954, to 1 ¥ay 1965, the FGi cany'__qy_eg__.__ﬁe__l,.,es. The yprisoners,
zonswrucked_each cz2ap. The cemps were zeooud one d:=ys sarcl irom eacn obtner.
The FOVW cemps 21 had identice) layouts, TFrom conversations with Ve o Luards
the POU camps, KHOA learned that there were Ywo cénps in the szme general.
The main camp in which HOA was held, containmad arproxdmately 10L
2rs who the YC vers considering for eventuel release. The auwxilliary
R - u..ougnt, by EOA to, be also within the trezinge formed by the three zbove-
—2ntlored villages, was nmaintained for ihose prisorers not eligible for re-

C
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: lg=se, OSergeant BIKIZT, an advisor to the Vizinam mese 33d Ranger Battilion, f'
:nd an fmerizan Private, also on the advisory team to tne 33rd Ranger Battalion \

1 w2re captured at Blr:lzocﬁa They were kept in the n2in cimp with for three|~\\
- SRR £ SIN J,‘....-..--.—-————---—--.- e e e e e a
in eerly Jc:v...a"y 1955 beiore being mcved to the awdlliary cawp. The e

ican wrivate 1ivad.in the same hut ,’*h ECA and Sergeant Nong ra VI. fer-] o

22in% BINCT refused to sign a statement r the YC, or coorperzte with them in
v wey during bis interrcgation. He wos nst baiten, bul rather was tied hand
foot for 24 hours., Jduring that time, BENNET uid nol receive any food.

©CA heerd BEMNZT tell his interrogators that hs would not cooperzte with the

(Leave Blank)

101,309, }-.eudcua‘tero, ‘Dong ngal Sen-
: B\ en Loa, d_a .ot know the exact locetion of tre P:lo‘,rer of Wear C'\
Ee thcught iy vies iocated between tr2 vil-

-

'j.f:// 7/ VS
'/1//' PR

e

Vo

.

ATVLA AL s as

%“C bz2cause he wzs a Catholic, :anti—cor wrist, and beczusz of the policy of NG .
the Aaerican Govermment and the US Ammy prehlibtited nis cooperztion with them. k\ v ‘\
7a2 VC did not beat BANET or any cther rrisonsr, Vietnamese or Amsrican, at SN
“he Tain conp, The mein canp consisted of four houses, enclosed by a barbad i\‘?}s >
wirs perimaler (200 by 100 meters). Ons plaicon of VC guardad the wain camp, \\\»“‘D‘S;
ard thevy lived in four huts locited at e:zch corner of the FOU enclosure. ot
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nly WEIE
mie £231 tress were lelt standing to provide rrotection egainst aerial sur-

:veilience.

;

c 2, erd abcut thi r\,y otrer soldiers were released by th= VC
{on 1 Noy 19465, necar Baria (vs 377 ouB,, Fhuoc Tuy Frovince. Trey were brizfly
! ~—'=*mt_;ed by tke Sector S2 erd then sent te Bizn Hoa Provirce rilitary

bring sert to the Tral Ain iuvong (Rest Center) Saigor .RVN.

, 3. 2id rot know if the cemp rad been overrun by Vietr.rese |
jor Aliied troops. The YC did nz2ke & provaganda rovie of tie FOW camp. serialy
H;‘:oto;r;;?.y vizs mede impossible by the dense iree cover,

g

4 L. reard that an Szarican Marvire Captain, rame unknown.was
$-a0g et the awxilliary cemp.._Tre Ceptein. en edt isor wo_the hth Visinanese

5 ;i_\f"yt, 3pstieiion, nad been vounded ard :att,ured at Birh Gia, The Cap-
d vad three cpildren in the UNIT:D STiTeS, ard had been per*.x.,cca to write
::] Iz _ily.

RN H 4 check conducted a: III Corps 1SS on 9 Dzcember 1966, failed
§-3 r”odwe any debriéfing rerorts of tre priscners released witn

HJowever, with the stbrittal of rames g,t“vred during the course ol the
iavestigation to the Bien Hca Frovirnce, iSS, some of the debreéling rerortis
."-‘—ave been obtained and are now being copied and translated. was inier-
* viewed on 14 December 1955, at Hg, IIT AZVN Corps, bien Hoa Province, RVN by

% Chzrles O. PFLUGRATH of Ren I1iT, 135th MI Gp with the assistance of a 135th
“.I Gp surport source. This IR partially sctisfies SICR D-1E6-16303. Col-
:lection action is continuirng.
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o ICR NUMBER'OTHER REFERENCE | SOURCE NUMBER DATE RECOD BY DISSEMINATION ACTIVITY
IV st BEVRS RS SRS IO RN ] YEAR MONTH DAY
st CODE(S) TARGET COUNTRY (1ES) DATE RECEIVED BY EVALUATOR
aa~ YEAR MON TH DAY
THRU: vo [ l l
REASON FOR EVALUATION 3 SELECTED BY COL MGR IR ORIGINATOR
r. [Jicr o. [JspeciaL reouesT
2. [[JcoLtecTor's REQUEST 5. LIFANALYST INITIATIVE COMUELBCY {15550 MU
A. IR RESPONDED TO . B. REETABILITY OF INFORMATION C. YALUE OF INFORMATION
1 Ej DIRM Part Three 1 DConli:med by other sources 1. D High (Unique, Timely, and of
Major Signiticance )
2. [Jer 2. [ Jsubstantially true 2. Moderate ¢ Contributory and
Usetul)
3 TTJICR - if checked, ICR was satisfied 3. [Jcannot be judged 3. ) Low (Marginar)
a.-E]Cofnplelely
b. [ JPartially (1t b or c cheched, 4. [} Doubtful 4. [“JNone (0f no use)
include Guidance /
c. [ JNotatall in Remarks
4. ] Other 5. [ JFaise 5. [ JCannot be judged r Analyst has no
basis for value judgement)
D. USABILITY OF INFORMATION
ot Used of planned for use in product —~}mco . ated in Dala Base 4. Not used (Al . ex—
1. {Jusedorp p 2L mcorpor CONot used (atr remponses require ox
a. [ _)Basic Intettigence a. []Potentially. Usetul 2. [_Junreliadle
b. [ JCument Intetligence b/ﬁ]/sackgrwnd/(?onlumatory b. [} Too Fragmentary
¢ [_]J Estimative intelligence ¢. {_] ouplication
d. ) Other 3. [] stimulus for Intelligence Guidance d. {T] Not Pertinent to Needs
of Reguirement
NAME OF PRODUCT:

REMARKS (Number and Classity each Paragraph )
™a source, a released ARVN officer, reported that he was heid for

aree days in early January 1965 witnh a S5gt 3ennett and an unidentified

Tivate at a camp near their capture location of Binh Gia. All were

-aptured there on 29 December 1964. Source heard that a third American,
Marine captain and an advisor to a Vietnamese Marine unit. was koing

:2d 2% a nearby camn.

Zgt Bennett is SSG Harcld G. Bennett, USA, who was executed i
152 Dy the communists. The private eguates to PFC Charles Z. {irafus
A, who was released in 1367. The Marine Cantain correlates to Cank

>nald G. Cook, USMC, who died in captivity in 1267.

.+ All information provided by the source parallels exactly to infor-
sation provided by Crafts subseqgaent to his release.

- ' v

[VALUA’OF'S RELEASE end D'SCLOW/ﬁK.‘;UlDANCE B
1. D','_“R"PNS) e are releasable to the government of .

;. 8. 5] evatuation is Not Relea able . ‘//ﬁw"blo Evaluation Not Requasted

EVALUATOR'S ORGANIZATION | namE OF evaLuator / : /’/‘ '/DOVI‘NGRAD!NG AND DECLASSIFICATION INSTRUCTIONS

-DB~4H
4 2A%

i
!

- SIGNATYRE VA
-AUT iy:

- bu‘n EVALUVATED X
)i ponin: >

Ppn_ol\\//l“ym :

[,&?:\' B

i

Lyl w

i
Y




~

K N N N )

y v - " .- [ e < . " -

P TUVN UV RSP ) P —
sitacting ihe netional eslmaes of ihe Unlted T . 30°

Stater within the mesning ol he ‘spionsge . e 4 sonleins unpmeres
jewe, Ttile 18, U.3.C., Sec. 1% and 794,
The tranemission er the revelation ol jis
contents in sny manters te en unsuthunsed
parsan In pohidiied by tow. i (Clzaailleation

or .o‘lcd selaly an ihe basie

od inleanstion.

Plax 1 Yar paliales shavld nei be vvelved

ol tN s regart,

. COUNTAYI 8. agron 06 32}‘8 6
RERURLIC OF VIETNAM (’} 7
2, sumJjuCT: (”) Intcrromtion of LT 3. pAY OF pcPOATI (10 May 1967
’ Nguyen binh HOA, ARVN I
., : . 10, O, OF PAGEN i1 .
3. isc NuEI TR _ 1. AEFERENCEM :SICR D-1E6-16303
/IR 6 026 2136 66
IR 6 075 1567 67
ic. DATE OF INFORMATION: Januax;;r 1965 12 ORIGINATOR: .MAS h MI Gf 6
5 PLAGZ anD DATR OF Act Bicn Hoa, RVN, 26 (28 Pn»An:o RANK D. DI P:]?.NA lﬁT, AIS
Apr 67 I
& gvaLuationm tourcz__C.b mronnnou__"L_ M,X A/Jvi
1A APPROVING AUY“OMYYI {
7. ==urem 1LT Nguyen binh HOA, 101309, Dong Nai MCCK{RISTIAN (
Senzitive Area, III Coxps HQ, ARV through - Ma_;or General, US Armi
personal observation. ~ : ' "ACofS, J2 A

a0 war et

o

;

l.u_.\,u NEN

S0y r"*"" "ab« croand of T.l.._('_O.L..” L«.U‘L!P..).. Ilmagvzuﬁw_‘.szgmd. SPGAEE.

15, SUKWalW

M’l‘ Y¥iuyen binh FEOA and SGT BENNETT were captured.together
during the battle of Binh Gia, coerdinztes ¥S 500 775, UTH, AMS, Series
L-7014, Sheet 6430 II, Scale 1/50,000, Duc Thanh D:Lstrlc,t Fhw e Tuy
Province, RVH, on 29 December 1964, SGT BENNETT and HOA' were held in
wljoining roomn in a VO W camp, location unknown, Duc -Thanh District, until
0400 Nionpa, ) Jamvy 1965, whens N'Jr'l'l' and an American Army I¥C, nanie
unknown, were taken away by the VC. 2 January 1965, HOA heard from one of
the V€ guards at the P camp, that B...NN‘.'.‘TT and the FIC were taken to a.
"special!" Fd camp raintained for more important pmsone“s.. During the next:
wezk, FOA learned from conversations with one of the VC gua.rds ‘that SGT
BEIMEZTT wes being very '"stubborn', HOA heard no more of ] BENNETT until after
his reclease in Imy 1965, when he heard-that BEMVETT had been exocutcd by

the VC. ' : . : : _1.
SQUPSE DUENRTIPTION: -(-0)" LT HOA mrticip?.tyd in-the maaor battle of B:th
(,1 L odn I'ommbor 1961, as .a member off ono of the Rangor: battalions engaged.
“inee hinovelesons 1nu a VC IV ecamp, LT ROA hac held a respongibl e posltlon

with source,
(‘O‘* ...... S: <# Yo action has bcen taken to 1nterrogate other pnsoners held
qfh LT HOA and SGT VI. Screening of debriefing reports,conducted in
Decerber 1966 and January 1967, indicated that LT HOA and!SGT VI were the most
knovledgeable re’b'-“s _of ‘the group released by.the VC iniMay 1965. The
d”Clc.Tc.tJ.O"l of tzcsz persons already debriefed confirmed;each.other, and no
new informztion was developed through subsequent debriefings of additional
sources. The PFC mentioned above was PFC Charles E. CRAETS, released with
SGT_Sammy VOMACK in February 1967, This IR partially sa.tlsl‘les SICR
D-1E6-16203. Collection action is continuing. No lateral dissemination by

{Leave Bienrk)
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raw IR II1/1/CC05/&7/IN, received at Hgs, 135th MI Gp, 28 April 1967.
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Ser: 055
05 MAR 03

From: Commander, Joint Task Force — Full Accounting
To:  Department of the Army, U.S. Army Personnel Command

Subj:  ADDITIONAL INFORMATION REPORT ON INFORMATION
PERTAINING TO CASES 0043, 0049, AND 0050 (0049)

Encl: (1) CDR JTF-FA HONOLULU HI//170732Z JAN 03

1. Enclosure (1) is a 2-Sectioned message and is provided for release to the
next of kin of HAROLD G. BENNETT (REFNO 0049-1-01). Final Section of 2 is
included within enclosure (1).

2. The JTF-FA has sanitized the enclosed report by redacting U.S. personnel
names per Executive Order 12812, 22 Jul 92, and Title 5, U.S. Code 552(b)(6).
In no instance has substantive material been removed.

Copy to:
REFNO FILE




ADMINISTRATIVE MESSAGE
ROUTINE

R 170732Z JAN 03 ZYB PSN 028846H28
FM CDR JTF-FA HONOLULU HI
TO SECDEF WASHINGTON DC//USDP:ISA/DPMO//

INFO WHITE HOUSE NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL WASH DC
RUEHC/SECSTATE WASHINGTON DC//CA/JOCS/ACS/EAPNLC//
JOINT STAFF WASHINGTON DC/JS// '
CIA WASHINGTON DC//DEA/SEA/IB/IDDO/EA/ICOG// ¢
DIAWASHINGTON DC

USCINCPAC HONOLULU HI//J3/332//
USCINCPAC LO WASHINGTON DC

OB H HICKAM AFB HI//CH//

OB H HICKAM AFB HI//CH/I .
CDRUSACILHI HICKAM AFB HI//TAPC-PED-H//

CDR JTF-FA HONOLULU Hi/ly2//

**THIS IS A 2 SECTIONED MSG COLLATED BY MDS***
UNCLAS //N03460//

- MSGID/GENADMIN/CDR JTF-FA/J2/f

SUBJ/ADDITIONAL INFORMATION REPORT ON INFORMATION PERTAINING TO
CASES 0043, 0049, AND 0050/

'REF/A/RMG/CDR JTF-FA HONOLULU HI/280822Z AUG 02
REF/B/RMG/CDR JTF-FA HONOLULU HI/150002Z NOV 93/
REF/C/DOC/1:50,000-SCALE MAP SHEET/

RMKS/1 REFERENCES. '
A. REF A IS THE TRANSLATION AND EVALUATION OF THE VIETNAMESE
REPORT OF ADVANCE COORDINATION FOR INVESTIGATION OF PRIORITY CASE

0529 CONDUCTED DURING THE 70TH JOINT FIELD ACTIVITY (JFA) (4 JUNE
-2JULY

2002).

B. REF B IS THE SPECIAL REMAINS TEAM DETAILED REPORT OF
INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED 18 OCTOBER 1993 CONCERKING CASE 0052
C. *#4P DATA: NAME: TRITAN: SHEZT: 6231 |; SERIES:
L7014; EDITION: 3-TPC (29 ETB).

2. SUMMARY. A

A. CASE 0043 CIRCUMSTANCES OF LOSS: ON 6 NOVEMBER 1964, 1LT -
DANIEL DAWSON, PILOT, AND A REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM ARMED FORCES
(RVNAF) OBSERVER WERE FLYING AN O-1F AIRCRAFT ON A VISUAL
RECONNAISSANCE OF THE BIEN HOA PROVINCE AREA IN SOUTH VIETNAM.
THEY TOOK OFF FROM BIEN HOA AB AT 1420 HOURS AND WERE NEVER SEEN
AGAIN. AT 1900 HOURS THE SAME DAY, ANOTHER AIRCRAFT WAS
DISPATCHED TO TRY AND LOCATE THE OVERDUE AIRCRAFT, BUT IT WAS
UNSUCCESSFUL. ON 7 NOVEMBER, THE SEARCH EFFORT WAS TURNED OVER
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‘ TO THE AIR FORCE, WHICH CONTINUED THE SEARCH FOR THREE MORE DAYS

WITHOUT SUCCESS. NO TRACE OF THE AIRCRAFT OR CREW HAS EVER BEEN
FOUND. 1LT DAWSON'S BROTHER! AND HIS COMPANION,
WERE TAKEN PRISONER BY GUERRILLAS WHILE
SEARCHING FOR 1LT DAWSON. (ISR, A CIVILIAN, AND MS.
d. A VIETNAMESE CITIZEN OF FRENCH-VIETNAMESE ETHNICITY,
WERE HELD IN A POW CAMP UNTIL AUGUST 1965. WHILE IN THE CAMP,

THE CAMP COMMANDER TOLD(SESEEEN® 1HAT HIS BROTHER WAS DEAD

AND GAVE HIM A JACKET ALLEGEDLY BELONGING TO 1LT DAWSON.
B. CASE 0049 CIRCUMSTANCES OF LOSS: ON 29 DECEMBER 1964,

" SGT BENNETT AND PFC CRAFTS WERE ADVISORS WITH A RVNAF RANGER

BATTALION ON A COMBAT OPERATION IN WARTIME PHUOC TUY PROVINCE.
THE RANGER COMPANY LANDED IN THE VICINITY OF BINH GIA VILLAGE AND
MOVED EAST APPROXIMATELY 500 METERS WHERE IT ENCOUNTERED LIGHT
ENEMY CONTACT. ENEMY RESISTANCE INCREASED AND AIRSTRIKES WERE
CALLED IN TO SUPPORT THE OPERATION. DURING THE INTENSE FIGHTING,
THE RVNAF COMPANY BROKE AND RAN, ABANDONING SGT BENNETT, PFC
CRAFTS, AND 2LT HOA, AN RVNAF PLATOON LEADER. ALL THREE WERE
'CAPTURED IN THE VICINITY OF GRID COORDINATES YS 549 755 BY 20-30
ENEMY SOLDIERS. RVNAF SOLDIERS WHO ESCAPED FROM THE AREA STATED
THAT THE THREE CAPTIVES WERE LED AWAY IN THE DIRECTION OF XUAN

. SON VILLAGE (YS 567 773). ACCORDING TO THE PROVISIONAL
-REVOLUTIONARY GOVERNMENT'S (PRG) DIED-IN-CAPTIVITY LIST, SGT

BENNETT DIED IN JUNE 1965. THE PRG RELEASED PFC CRAFTS ON 16
FEBRUARY 1967. _

'C. CASE 0050 CIRCUMSTANCES OF LOSS: ON 31 DECEMBER 1964,
CAPT COOK WAS AN ADVISOR WITH AN RVNAF MARINE BATTALION ON A
COMBAT OPERATION NEAR BINH GIA VILLAGE IN WARTIME PHUOC TUY
PROVINCE. HIS UNIT ENGAGED A VIETNAMESE COMMUNIST FORCE IN THE
VICINITY OF GRID COORDINATE YS 85 90. THE RVN MARINES REPORTED
THAT CAPT COOK WAS WOUNDED IN THE LEFT HIP AND CAPTURED BY THE
ENEMY FORCE. CAPT COOK WAS HELD WITH OTHER AMERICANS IN VARIOUS
POW CAMPS IN SOUTH VIETNAM FROM 1964 TO 1967. ACCORDING TO THE
PRG'S DIED-IN-CAPTIVITY LIST, CAPT COOK DIED ON 8 DECEMBER 1967.
* D. SUMMARY OF INVESTIGATION: ON 21, 22, AND, 23 OCTOBER

. 2002, DURING THE 71ST JFA, WHILE INVESTIGATING ANOTHER CASE IN HO

CHI MINH CITY AND TAY NINH PROVINCE, VIETNAM, THE RESEARCH AND
INVESTIGATION TEAM (RIT) OBTAINED INFORMATION ON CASES 0043,
0049, AND 0050. THE RIT INTERVIEWED THREE WITNESSES, EACH OF
WHOM PROVIDED FIRSTHAND INFORMATION CONCERNING SEVERAL U.S.
PRISONERS HELD IN PRISON CAMPS IN SOUTHERN VIETNAM. '

E. REMAINS/PERSONAL EFFECTS: NONE.

3. DETAILS OF INVESTIGATION.

A. PURPOSE: CONDUCT JOINT INTERVIEWS WiTH THE FOLLOWING
INDIVIDUALS WHOM THE VNOSMP UNILATERALLY INTERVIEWED DURING THE
70TH JFA (REF A):

' (1) MR. NGUYEN THANH LONG (NGUYEENX THANH LONG), FORMER
CHAIRMAN, SOUTHERN VIETNAM LIBERATION FRONT (NOT ACCOMPLISHED,
SEE PARA 3.B., BELOW).

(2) MR. NGUYEN VAN NHA (NGUYEENX VAWN NHA), AKA CHIN
THIEN (CHINS THIEENJ), FORMERLY IN CHARGE OF WAR ZONE D SECURIY

. CAMP T1 (ACCOMPLISHED, SEE PARA 3.D.(1), BELOW).

(3) MR. NGUYEN TAN PHONG (NGUYEENX TAANS PHONG), AKA MUOI
PHONG (MWOIF PHONG), FORMER GUARD AT A WAR ZONE D PRISON CAMP
(NOT ACCOMPLISHED, SEE PARA 3.B,, BELOW).
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(4) MR. DUONG VAN THUA (ZWONG VAWN THWAR), AKA DUONG VAN
LIEN (ZWONG VAWN LIEEN), AKA SAU LIEN (SAUS LIEEN), FORMER MEMBER
OF THE LEADERSHIP SECTION OF THE WAR ZONE D T1 DETAINMENT CAMP
(NOT ACCOMPLISHED, SEE PARA 3.B., BELOW).

(5) MR. NGUYEN VAN TIET (NGUYEENX VAWN TIEETS), AKA TU
TIET (TW TIEETS), FORMER GUARD AT THE CENTRAL OFFICE FOR SOUTH
VIETNAM (COSVN) DETAINMENT CAMP (TRAIJ GIAM "R") (ACCOMPLISHED,
SEE PARA 3.E.(1), BELOW).

(6) MR. NGO QUANG THANH (NGOO QUANG THANHJ), AKA BAY
THANH (BAYR THANHJ), FORMER HEAD OF THE EASTERN REGION-SOUTHERN
VIETNAM MILITARY REGION DEFENSE OFFICE (ACCOMPLISHED, SEE PARA
3.E.(2), BELOW).

(7) MR. TRAN NAM HUNG (YRAANF NAM HUNGF), FORMER
COMMANDER, 16TH INDEPENDENT REGIMENT, COSVN (NOT ACCOMPLISHED,
SEE PARA 3.B., BELOW).

(8) MR. MUOI ANH (MWOIF ANHR), FORMER MEMBER OF A WAR

ZONE D SECURITY CAMP INTRODUCED BY OTHER MEMBERS OF THE CAMP (NOT

ACCOMPLISHED, SEE PARA 3.B., BELOW).

B. BETWEEN 21 AND 23 OCTOBER 2002, THE JOINT RIT
INVESTIGATED A PRIORITY CASE IN HO CHI MINH CITY AND TAY NINH
PROVINCE, VIETNAM.

C. TEAM COMPOSITION (NOTE: DUE TO SPLIT OPERATIONS, THE
TEAM COMPOSITION FOR EACH INTERVIEW IN THIS INVESTIGATION WAS
DIFFERENT. EXACT TEAM COMPOSITION IS LISTED AT THE BEGINNING OF
EACH WITNESS STATEMENT SECTION.):

(1) U.S. CONTINGENT:
(A)MR. el J7F-FA, RIT LEADER.
(B) MSGT —JTF-FA, ASSISTANT RIT
LEADER.
(C) MSGT — JTF-FA
INVESTIGATOR/LINGUIST.
(o) MR. (R s7ONY BEACH DEBRIEFER.
(E) HM1 WD, TEAM MEDIC.
(2) VIETNAMESE CENTRAL GOVERNMENT CONTINGENT:
(A) SENIOR COLONEL (SRCOL) LE KY (LEE KYR), TEAM
LEADER.
(B) MR. NGUYEN THANH SON (NGUYEENX THANH SOWN), TEAM
MEMBER (MINISTRY OF PUBLIC SECURITY).
(C) MR. BUI HOANG LONG (BUIF HOANGF LONG), TEAM
MEMBER (MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS).

D. THE JOINT RIT INTERVIEWED WITNESS ONE IN HO CHI MINH CITY
ON 21 OCTOBER 2002. (NOTE: ALL EIGHT MEMBERS OF THE JOINT RIT
WERE PRESENT DURING THIS INTERVIEW.) HE PROVIDED THE FOLLOWING:

(1) NAME: MR. NGUYEN VAN NHA (NGUYEENX VAWN NHA), AKA
CHIN THIEN (CHINS THIEENJ).

(2) AGE: 72 YOA.

(3) ADDRESS: NUMBER 9A TRUNG MI TAY ROAD (DWONGF TRUNG
MIX TAAY), TAN BINH DISTRICT, HO CHI MINH CITY.

(4) WARTIME OCCUPATION: COMMANDER OF THE T1 SECURITY
CAMP IN EASTERN REGION-SOUTHERN VIETNAM.

(5) BACKGROUND: THE VNOSMP INTERVIEWED MR. NHA DURING
THE 70TH JFA (4 JUNE-2 JULY 2002, REF A). THIS WAS THE FIRST
TIME A JOINT TEAM INTERVIEWED MR. NHA.

(6) STATEMENT:

(A) T1 PRISON CAMP. MR. NHA WAS ORIGINALLY FROM

SAIGON BUT AFTER THE GENEVA ACCORDS IN 1954 HE MOVED TO HANOL.



IN EARLY 1962, MR. NHA RETURNED TO SAIGON AND IN 1963 HE WAS
ASSIGNED TO THE T1 PUBLIC SECURITY PRISON CAMP (TRAIJ GIAM AN

NINH T1). THE T1 PRISON CAMP WAS GENERALLY REFERRED TO AS "AN
NINH (SECURITY) T1". "AN NINH" WAS THE WARTIME TERM FOR PUBLIC
SECURITY WHICH HAS BEEN REPLACED WITH THE TERM "CONG AN" (COONG
AN) SINCE THE WAR. THE T1 PUBLIC SECURITY AREA (KHU AN NINH T1)
ADMINISTERED THE T1 PRISON CAMP IN THE EASTERN REGION-SOUTHERN
VIETNAM (MIEENF DOONG NAM BOOJ) (ERSV). AT THAT TIME, THE ERSV
INCLUDED SEVEN PROVINCES (AS ORGANIZED UNDER THE DIEM REGIME):
BINH LONG, PHUOC LONG, TAY NINH, PHUOC THANH, THU DAU MOT, BIEN
HOA, AND LONG KHANH. THE ERSV WAS ESTABLISHED WITH THESE SEVEN
PROVINCES IN 1961 AND REMAINED INTACT UNTIL 1967. AT THAT POINT,
DUE TO HEAVY FIGHTING, THE STRUCTURE WAS NO LONGER COMPATIBLE
WITH THE SITUATION, SO THE ERSV WAS DISBANDED AND SUB-REGION § «
(PHAAN KHU 5) WAS ESTABLISHED WHICH INCLUDED THU DAU MOT AND BIEN
HOA PROVINCES (NOTE: MR. NHA USED BIEN HOA AND DONG NAI
INTERCHANGEABLY DURING THE INTERVIEW, AS DONG NAI IS THE CURRENT
NAME FOR WARTIME BIEN HOA PROVINCE). THE SAIGON-GIA DINH SPECIAL
ZONE (DAWCJ KHU SAIF GONF-GIA DINHJ) WAS CALLED T4. T3 WAS SOUTH
OF SAIGON AND INCLUDED LONG AN, MY THO, AND OTHER PROVINCES (NFI)
IN THE WESTERN REGION-SOUTHERN VIETNAM (MIEENF TAAY-NAM BOOJ).
MR. NHA WAS UNSURE WHICH PROVINCES T2 INCLUDED.

(B) SUBORDINATION. MR. NHA WAS IN CHARGE OF CAMP T1,

WHICH WAS LOCATED IN WAR ZONE D (CHIEENS KHU D) AND WAS DIRECTLY
SUBORDINATE TO MR. MAI CHI THO (MAI CHIS THOJ) OF THE ZONE PARTY
COMMITTEE. MR. THO SERVED AS BOTH THE SECRETARY OF THE ZONE
PARTY COMMITTEE (BIS THW KHU UYR) AND THE CHIEF OF THE PUBLIC
SECURITY SECTION FOR THE T1 PUBLIC SECURITY ZONE (TRWONGR BAN AN
NINH KHU AN NINH T1). THE ZONE PARTY COMMITTEE WAS DIRECTLY
SUBORDINATE TO COSVN (TRUNG WONG CUCJ). (NOTE: COSVN WAS THE
VIETNAMESE COMMUNIST ORGANIZATION THAT CONTROLLED ALL PARTY
FUNCTIONS IN WARTIME SOUTH VIETNAM.) ‘MR. NGUYEN THANH LONG -
(NGUYEENX THANHF LONG) WAS THE CHAIRMAN OF THE MILITARY REGION
FRONT (CHUR TICHJ MAWTJ TRAANJ QUAAN KHU). HE WAS PRESENT FOR

* THE RELEASE CEREMONY FOR MR. (EIEEPAND MS. SN (SEE PARA

3.D.(6)(E), BELOW). THE ZONE PARTY COMMITTEE HEADQUARTERS WAS

"~ WITHIN A ONE-HALF DAY WALK FROM CAMP T1 IN A REMOTE LOCATION

(NFI).

(C) LOCATION OF THE T1 PRISON CAMP. THE T1 CAMP WAS
LOCATED IN A REMOTE LOCATION NORTH OF THE DONG NAI RIVER IN THE
VICINITY OF THU DAU MOT AND BIEN HOA PROVINCES (CURRENTLY BINH
DUONG AND DONG NAI PROVINCES). THE NEAREST POPULATED AREA
(PLACENAME UNRECALLED) WAS A FOUR-DAY WALK FROM THE CAMP BUT
DEPENDING ON COMBAT ACTIVITY IN THE AREA, IT COULD TAKE MUCH
LONGER. €AMP PERSONNEL WOULD GO TO A VARIETY OF DIFFERENT PLACES
FOR SUPPLIES, INCLUDING SEVERAL "STRATEGIC HAMLETS" (AAPS CHIEENS
LWOCJ). THE T1 CAMP WAS INTENTIONALLY PLACED IN AN AREA DEVOID
OF MAJOR TRANSPORTATION ROUTES TO PREVENT ENEMY DETECTION. THE
SO-CALLED LE XUAN ROAD (DWONGF LEEJ XUAAN), WHICH WAS A TWO-DAY
WALK EAST OF THE T1 CAMP, DERIVED ITS NAME FROM TRAN LE XUAN
(TRAANF LEEJ XUAAN) (FIELD COMMENT - ALSO KNOWN AS MADAME NHU),
THE SISTER-IN-LAW OF NGO DINH DIEM. XUAN HAD BULLDOZERS CUT A
ROAD AS A MEANS TO EXPLOIT LUMBER. ONCE ENEMY ACTIVITY PICKED UP
IN THE AREA, XUAN ABANDONED THE PROJECT LEAVING AN UNFINISHED
PATH THROUGH THE FOREST. ON STILL NIGHTS, PERSONNEL AT THE T1
CAMP COULD HEAR JET AIRCRAFT TAKING OFF AND LANDING AT BIEN HOA



AIRFIELD (NEVER DURING DAYLIGHT HOURS). ALTHOUGH THERE WERE
SEVERAL TEMPORARY TACTICAL AIRFIELDS FOR HELICOPTER OPERATIONS
WITHIN HEARING DISTANCE, THERE WERE NO OTHER AIRFIELDS THAT COULD.
ACCOMMODATE JET AIRCRAFT IN THE VIGINITY OF THE T1 CAMP.
(D) PUBLIC SECURITY MISSION. THE MISSION OF PUBLIC
SECURITY FORCES (LWCJ LWONGJ AN NINH) AT THAT TIME WAS TO KEEP
THEIR RESPECTIVE AREAS CLEAR OF HOSTILE ELEMENTS THAT INCLUDED
ESPIONAGE AND COUNTERINTELLIGENCE FORCES. AT THE SAME TIME, THEY
WERE TO ESTABLISH AN INFRASTRUCTURE NETWORK TO BETTER GRASP THE
SITUATION IN THE STRATEGIC HAMLETS. BECAUSE THE MILITARY WAS
INVOLVED WITH CARRYING OUT THE WAR, THEY DID NOT HAVE THE MEANS
TO MAINTAIN A PRISON SYSTEM IN THE EARLY YEARS (1961-1967). FOR
THIS REASON, THE MILITARY AUTHORIZED THE PUBLIC SECURITY FORCES
TO FORM THE T1 CAMP TO HOLD PRISONERS INCLUDING REPUBLIC OF .
VIETNAM (RVN) AND U.S. MILITARY PERSONNEL.
(E) CIVILIAN PRISONERS. THE T1 CAMP DID NOT HOLD
VIETNAMESE CIVILIANS. ON ONE OCCASION, HOWEVER, IT DID HOUSE AN
AMERICAN CIVILIAN NAMED ALONG WITH AN INTERPRETER NAMED
WAS A U.S. CITIZEN WHO CAME TO VIETNAM TO
FIND THE REMAINS OF HIS BROTHER WHO DIED WHEN THE L-19 HE WAS IN
CRASHED IN SOUTH VIETNAM. LOCAL FORCES CAPTURED THESE TWO PEOPLE
AND BROUGHT THEM TO T1. AFTER A SHORT TIME IN THE T1 CAMP, THEY
WERE RELEASED. ASIDE FROM (IR ANO QI MR. NHA WAS AWARE
OF NO OTHER AMERICAN CIVILIANS HELD IN T1.
(F) CAMP STAFFALAYOUT. APPROXIMATELY 40 PERSONNEL
MANNED THE T1 CAMP. MR. NHA DESCRIBED THE CAMP STAFF AS BEING
LARGER THAN ONE PLATOON MADE UP OF TWO SECURITY SQUADS. ALL
PERSONNEL AT THE CAMP WERE RESPONSIBLE FOR BOTH SECURITY AND REAR
SERVICES TASKS. MR. NHA EXPLAINED THAT WHOEVER WAS AVAILABLE
WOULD BE TASKED WITH OBTAINING PROVISIONS AND OTHER SUPPORT
REQUIREMENTS. THE T1 CAMP WAS DIVIDED INTO FOUR SECTIONS: 1)
COMMAND SECTION, 2) FEMALE PRISONER SECTION, 3) CIVILIAN SECTION,
AND 4) THE MILITARY PRISONER SECTION. DURING MR. NHA'S TIME AT
THE T1 CAMP, THE CAMP MOVED TWICE DUE TO ENEMY DETECTION. HE
COULD NOT SPECIFICALLY RECALL WHEN THESE MOVES TOOK PLACE.
(G) FOREIGN PRISONERS. THERE WERE A TOTAL OF THREE
FOREIGN PRISONERS BETWEEN 1963 AND 1967 AT THE T1 CAMP. ONE OF
THESE WAS MR. [l THE OTHER TWO WERE CAUCASIAN AMERICANS
CAPTURED DURING THE BATTLE AT BINH GIA (DATE UNRECALLED): ONE
CAPTAIN AND ONE SENIOR NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICER (NCO). (NOTE:
THE WORD MR. NHA USED FOR SNCO WAS "THWONGJ SIX" WHICH CAN BE
INTERPRETED AS EITHER WARRANT OFFICER OR SENIOR NCO. FOR THE
PURPOSES OF THIS REPORT, THE TERM WILL BE TRANSLATED AS SENIOR
NCO.) HE DESCRIBED THE CAPTAIN AS BEING VERY TALL BUT COULD
RECALL NO SPECIFIC DETAILS OF EITHER AMERICAN. BOTH WORE U.S.
MILITARY UNIFORMS AT THE TIME OF CAPTURE. WHILE AT THE T1 CAMP
THEY WORE BLACK AND WHITE STRIPED PAJAMAS (INTENDED TO MAKE IT
MORE DIFFICULT FOR PRISONERS TO HIDE IF THEY WERE TO ESCAPE).
((1)) GUARD INTERACTION. GUARDS AT THE CAMP DID
HAVE REGULAR, DIRECT CONTACT WITH THE PRISONERS. ARMED GUARDS
WOULD ESCORT PRISONERS ONE AT A TIME TO RELIEVE THEMSELVES
OUTSIDE THE PERIMETER OF THE CAMP ON A DAILY BASIS. THE GUARDS
WERE INSTRUCTED NOT TO INTERACT WITH THE PRISONERS. BECAUSE NONE
OF THE GUARDS AT THE T1 CAMP COULD SPEAK ENGLISH, MR. NHA OPINED
THAT IT WOULD HAVE BEEN VERY DIFFICULT FOR THEM TO COMMUNICATE
WITH THE PRISONERS.



((2)) ESCAPE ATTEMPT. ONE DAY (NFI), WHILE MR.
OANH WAS GUARDING THE TWO AMERICANS AS THEY RELIEVED THEMSELVES
OUTSIDE THE PRISON GATE, THEY ATTEMPTED TO ESCAPE. ALTHOUGH IT
WAS PRISON POLICY TO NEVER ALLOW ONE GUARD TO ESCORT MORE THAN
ONE PRISONER, MR. OANH MADE AN EXCEPTION BECAUSE THE PRISONERS
APPEARED TO BE IN PAIN. ONCE OUTSIDE THE CAMP, THE PRISONERS
THREW THEMSELVES TO THE GROUND FEIGNING STOMACH PAINS. WHEN MR.
OANH CAME TO ASSIST THEM, THE CAPTAIN GRABBED MR. OANH'S AK-47
AND ATTEMPTED TO SHOOT MR. OANH BUT THE WEAPON DID NOT FIRE. AT
THAT POINT, MR. OANH BIT THE AMERICAN CAPTAIN ON THE HAND. THE
AMERICAN CAPTAIN USED HIS BODY TO SLAM INTO MR. OANH SENDING HIM
STUMBLING TO THE FLOOR. BOTH AMERICANS FLED WITH THE AK-47.
GUARDS WERE SENT OUT TO RECAPTURE THE AMERICANS. TiHE AMERICANS |
HID THEMSELVES IN SOME BUSHES AND FIRED AT THE GUARDS, BUT DID .
NOT HIT ANY OF THEM. AFTER RUNNING OUT OF AMMUNITION, THE
AMERICANS SURRENDERED TO THE PRISON GUARDS. 4
((3)) DEATH OF AN AMERICAN PRISONER.
APPROXIMATELY THREE MONTHS AFTER THESE AMERICANS WERE BROUGHT TO
T1, AN ESCORT SQUAD ARRIVED AT THE T1 CAMP TO TAKE THEM TO COSVN.
COSVN ORDERED THIS TRANSFER BECAUSE THEY INTENDED TO SUBSEQUENTLY
MOVE THE AMERICANS TO HANOI. SINCE THE T1 CAMP HAD NO RADIO OR
TELEPHONE COMMUNICATIONS, THESE ORDERS WERE TRANSMITTED BY 1LT
PHI HUNG (PHI HUNGF), AN ENGLISH-SPEAKING INTERROGATOR ASSIGNED
TO ERSV WHO ACCOMPANIED A SQUAD OF MILITARY ESCORTS THAT WERE TO
TAKE THE AMERICANS TO COSVN. THE ESCORTS MADE THE AMERICAN
PRISONERS WEAR BLACK PAJAMAS WHILE IN TRANSIT IN ORDER TO AVOID
ENEMY DETECTION. BOTH PRISONERS WERE ALLOWED TO WEAR THEIR BOOTS
DURING THE MOVEMENT. SEVERAL DAYS AFTER DEPARTING THE T1 CAMP
WITH THE PRISONERS, MR. PHI HUNG RETURNED AND TOLD MR. NHA WHAT
HAD OCCURRED ON THE WAY TO COSVN. ACCORDING TO MR. PHI HUNG,
AFTER ESCORTING THE AMERICANS AWAY FROM THE T1 PRISON CAMP FOR
TWO DAYS, THE AMERICAN CAPTAIN REFUSED TO WALK ANY FARTHER. AT
THAT POINT, THE CAPTAIN MADE AN ATTEMPT TO ESCAPE FROM THE ESCORT
TROOPS AND MR. PHI HUNG SHOT AND KILLED HIM ON THE SPOT WITH HIS
K54 PISTOL. THE SENIOR NCO CONTINUED WITH THE ESCORTS TO COSVN
WITHOUT RESISTANCE. MR. NHA OPINED THAT BECAUSE THE AMERICANS
WERE LACKING SUFFICIENT FOOD AND WATER THEY PROBABLY STRUGGLED TO
KEEP UP WITH THEIR ESCORTS. SO, AFTER TWO DAYS OF THIS, THE
CAPTAIN COULD GO NO FARTHER. MR. NHA DID NOT KNOW THE NAMES OF
ANY OTHER MEMBERS OF THE ESCORT SQUAD.
((4)) BURIAL LOCATION. THIS INCIDENT TOOK PLACE
ALONG THE UPPER SAIGON RIVER (MES SOONG SAIF GONF THWONGJ). MR.
PHI HUNG AND THE OTHERS BURIED THE AMERICAN NEAR THE COMMO-
LIAISON ROUTE ALONG THE BANK OF THE SAIGON RIVER. THE ONLY COMMO-
LIAISON STATION ALONG THAT ROUTE THAT MR. NHA COULD REMEMBER WAS:
CALLED STATION 27 AND IT BELONGED TO THE ERSV. STATION 27 WAS
APPROXIMATELY A ONE-DAY WALK FROM THE T1 PRISON CAMP, SO IT WAS
APPROXIMATELY HALFWAY BETWEEN THE T1 CAMP AND THE AMERICAN
CAPTAIN'S BURIAL SITE. MR. NHA OPINED THAT EVEN IF MR. PHI HUNG
WAS LOCATED AND TAKEN BACK TO THE VICINITY OF THE BURIAL, IT
WOULD BE VERY DIFFICULT TO FIND THE EXACT BURIAL SITE DUE TO THE
CHANGES IN THE TERRAIN AND VEGETATION.
((5)) ESCORT OFFICER. 1LT PHt HUNG WAS THE
PERSON THAT ORIGINALLY ESCORTED THE TWO AMERICANS TO THE T1
PRISON CAMP SHORTLY AFTER THEIR CAPTURE IN BINH GIA. BECAUSE 1LT
HUNG WAS IN THE MILITARY AND MR. NHA WAS A MEMBER OF THE PUBLIC



- o - - - " - v « . . v ' . . P— . n

. o w . " “

SECURITY FORCES (AN NINH), MR. NHA HAD NO KNOWLEDGE OF THE EXTENT
OF 1LT HUNG'S DUTIES RELATED TO OTHER PRISON CAMPS IN VIETNAM.
THROUGH SEVERAL FRIENDS, MR. NHA HAS LEARNED THAT MR. PHI HUNG IS
STILL ALIVE AND LIVING SOMEWHERE IN HO CHI MINH CITY BUT HAS THUS
FAR BEEN UNSUCCESSFUL IN HIS ATTEMPT TO LOCATE HIM. (NOTE: SRCOL
KY STATED THAT HE HAS MADE NUMEROUS ATTEMPTS TO LOCATE MR. PHI
HUNG THROUGH LOCAL VETERANS' ASSOCIATIONS BUT HAS FOUND THAT THEY
RARELY KEEP DETAILED INFORMATION CONCERNING LOW-RANKING PAVN
OFFICERS.) MR. NHA ESTIMATED THAT HE AND MR. PHI HUNG WERE
APPROXIMATELY THE SAME AGE (72 YOA). ALTHOUGH HE DID NOT RECALL
MR. PHI HUNG'S HOMETOWN, MR. NHA RECALLED THAT HE SPOKE WITHA
SOUTHERN ACCENT.

(H) OTHER PERSONNEL. MESSRS. PHI HUNG AND UT TOT
(UTS TOOTS) WERE BOTH FIRST LIEUTENANTS ASSIGNED TO THE ERSV AND
WERE RESPONSIBLE FOR TRANSPORTING PRISONERS TO AND FROM THE T1
CAMP. MR. NHA DESCRIBED MESSRS. PHI HUNG AND UT TOT AS CLOSE -
FRIENDS DURING THE WAR; HOWEVER, HE HAS LOST TOUCH WITH BOTH OF
THEM SINCE THAT TIME. MR. NHA RECALLED THAT MR. OANH WORKED AS A
SECURITY GUARD AT THE T1 CAMP. MR. NHA COULD NOT RECALL MR.
OANH'S HOMETOWN AND ONLY GUESSED THAT MR. OANH WAS MORE THAN 10

"YEARS HIS JUNIOR.

(1) OTHER PRISON CAMPS. MR. NHA KNEW OF PROVINCE-
LEVEL PRISON CAMPS IN THE DONG NAI (WARTIME BIEN HOA), BINH DUONG
(WARTIME THU DAU MOT), AND TAY NiNH PROVINCES. BECAUSE OF THE
UNSTABLE SECURITY SITUATION IN BA RIA-VUNG TAU, BIEN HOA, THU DAU

" MOT, TAY NINH, AND PHUOC THANH PROVINCES, IT WAS DIFFICULT TO

MAINTAIN PRISON CAMPS IN THESE PROVINCES. THERE WERE, HOWEVER,
SMALL TEMPORARY PRISONS AT THE VILLAGE, DISTRICT, AND PROVINCE
LEVELS ORGANIZED UNDER PROVINCIAL PUBLIC SECURITY FORCES (AN NINH
TINHR). SINCE THESE SMALL PRISONS WERE NOT PREPARED TO HOLD LONG-
TERM PRISONERS, THEY WOULD SEND SUCH PRISONERS TO THE T1 CAMP

- BECAUSE IT WAS SUFFICIENTLY MANNED AND EQUIPPED TO HANDLE THEM.

TWO OR THREE TIMES A YEAR (1963-1965), MR. NHA CONDUCTED
INSPECTION VISITS TO THE PROVINCE-LEVEL PRISONS IN BIEN HOA, THU
DAU MOT, AND TAY NINH PROVINCES. THE ERSV DIRECTED THESE VISITS
TO ENSURE THAT DIRECTIVES CONCERNING THE CARE OF PRISONERS WERE
ENFORCED. MR. NHA STATED THAT THERE WERE STRICT RULES AGAINST
STARVING OR TORTURING THE PRISONERS. AMONG THE THREE PRISONS HE
VISITED HE COULD ONLY REMEMBER THE NAMES OF TWO INDIVIDUALS: MR.
MUOI THANH (MWOIF THANH) (NF1), IN CHARGE OF THE THU DAU MOT
PRISON CAMP, AND CAPTAIN PHAN NAI (DECEASED), COMMANDER OF THE
BIEN HOA PROVINCE CAMP. BECAUSE THESE PROVINCIAL LEVEL PRISONS
WOULD SEND MONTHLY REPORTS TO THE ERSV WITH INFORMATION
CONCERNING THE NUMBERS AND TYPES OF PRISONERS HELD, THE ERSV SENT
REPRESENTATIVES, LIKE MR. NHA, TO INSPECT THE PRISONS AND TO
VERIFY THESE REPORTS. ,
(J) MR. NHA DID NOT KNOW OF ANY OTHER LOSS INCIDENTS
OR INCIDENTS INVOLVING UNACCOUNTED-FOR AMERICANS, AMERICAN
GRAVESITES, OR AMERICANS WHO REMAINED IN VIETNAM AFTER 1975.
E. THE RIT INTERVIEWED WITNESSES TWO AND THREE IN TAY NINH
PROVINCE. THEY PROVIDED THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION:
(1) WITNESS TWO (INTERVIEWED ON 22 OCTOBER 2002). (NOTE:
THE FOLLOWING RIT MEMBERS WERE PRESENT DURING THIS INTERVIEW:
MR. VIR MR. T, AND HM1 YR FROM THE U.S. SIDE ALONG
WITH MR. SON AND MR. LONG OF THE VNOSMP.)
(A) NAME: NGUYEN VAN TIET (NGUYEENX VAWN TIEETS),
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AKA TU TIET (TW TIEETS).

(B) AGE: 63 YOA.

(C) ADDRESS: 108/48 NGUYEN THA!I HOC (NGUYEENX THAIS
HOCJ) STREET, TAY NINH CITY, TAY NINH PROVINCE.

(D) WARTIME OCCUPATION: DEPUTY SECURITY PLATOON
LEADER IN CHARGE OF REAR SERVICES FOR THE COSVN PRISON CAMP.

(E) BACKGROUND: IN OCTOBER 1993 MR. TIET PROVIDED -
INFORMATION TO THE JOINT SPECIAL REMAINS TEAM (SRT) PURSUANT TO
CASE 0052 (REF B). THE VNOSMP UNILATERALLY INTERVIEWED MR. TIET
DURING THE 70TH JFA (REF A). '

(F) STATEMENT:

_((1)) COSVN PRISON CAMP. MR. TIET SERVED AT THE
COSVN PRISON CAMP CONTINUOUSLY BEGINNING IN EITHER 1962 OR 1963
UNTIL 1975. THE CAMP WAS COMMONLY CALLED "R" SECURITY CAMP -
(TRAIJ AN NINH "R"). (NOTE: THE TERM "R” WHICH STANDS FOR
"REGION" WAS A TERM DESCRIBING THE COSVN AREA OF OPERATIONS. THE
TERM WAS OFTEN SYNONYMOUS WITH THE TERM COSVN.) THE COSVN PRISON
CAMP MOVED BETWEEN TAY NINH PROVINCE AND CAMBODIA THROUGHOUT THE
WAR DEPENDING ON INTENSITY OF ENEMY ACTIVITY. THE DESIGNATION OF
THE CAMP ALSO CHANGED THROUGHOUT THE WAR. THE DESIGNATORS THAT
MR. TIET COULD RECALL WERE B17 AND C23. MR. TIET HAD NO
KNOWLEDGE OF PRISON CAMPS DESIGNATED T21, T22, C24, OR C26. THE
COSVN PRISON CAMP WAS ORGANIZED INTO SEVERAL DIFFERENT .
OPERATIONAL SECTIONS THAT INCLUDED A COMMAND SECTION (BAN LANHX
DAOJ) AND GUARD SECTION (BAOR VEEJ). MR. TIET SERVED AS THE
DEPUTY PLATOON LEADER IN CHARGE OF REAR SERVICES (TRUNG DOOW
PHOS PHUJ TRACHS HAAUJ CAANF). HIS PLATOON WAS AN ARMED GUARD
PLATOON (TRUNG DOOIJ VUX TRANG BAOR VEEJ) CHARGED WITH SECURITY
GF THE COSVN PRISON CAMP. CAMP PERSONNEL PURCHASED ALL SUPPLIES
FROM LOCAL VILLAGERS. THE PRISON CAMP WAS SURROUNDED BY A
PERIMETER FENCE AND INCORPORATED SEVERAL SMALL STRUCTURES
INCLUDING A HEADQUARTERS BUILDING, A GUARD SHACK, AND PRISONER
QUARTERS. THERE WERE OTHER SECURITY FORCES PRISON CAMPS IN THE
TAY NINH AREA, BUT MR. TIET DID NOT VISIT THEM BECAUSE, IN
GENERAL, THERE WAS LITTLE OPPORTUNITY TO DO SO.

((2)) PRISONERS. THE COSVN PRISON CAMP PRIMARILY
HELD VIETNAMESE PERSONNEL IMPRISONED BY PUBLIC SECURITY FORCES
FOR VARIOUS ADMINISTRATIVE AND DISCIPLINARY RULES VIOLATIONS. .
MR. TIET HAD KNOWLEDGE OF TWO FOREIGN PRISONERS HELD AT THE COSVN
CAMP DURING THE WAR. ONE AMERICAN MALE THAT, AFTER BEING HELD
FOR THREE OR FOUR YEARS, DIED OF MALARIA IN THE 1966-1967 TIME
FRAME. THE OTHER FOREIGNER (NATIONALITY UNKNOWN) WAS
SUBSEQUENTLY RELEASED IN THE 1967-1968 TIMEFRAME.

((3)) DEATH OF THE AMERICAN. THE AMERICAN THAT

-DIERAN THE COSVN PRISON CAMP WAS A RELATIVELY TALL, HEALTHY -

CAUCASIAN MALE. MR. TIET COULD NOT RECALL SPECIFIC DETAILS OF
THE AMERICAN'S FEATURES BUT GUESSED HIM TO BE APPROXIMATELY 30
YEARS OLD. BECAUSE MR. TIET DEALT PRIMARILY WITH LOGISTICS FOR
THE CAMP, HE HAD LITTLE INTERACTION WITH THE PRISONERS. HE COULD
NOT RECALL IF THE AMERICAN WAS MILITARY OR CIVILIAN. WHEN THE
AMERICAN DIED, HE WAS BURIED NEAR THE COSVN PRISON CAMP. MR.
TIET PROVIDED SPECIFIC INFORMATION ABOUT THIS BURIAL TO THE JOINT
TEAM THAT INTERVIEWED HIM PREVIOUSLY (SEE REF B).

((4)) OTHER PERSONNEL. THE COMMANDER OF THE v
COSVN PRISON CAMP WAS A NORTHERNER WITH THE PSEUDONYM HAI QUANG
MINH. MR. TIET BELIEVES MR. MINH IS STILL LIVING SOMEWHERE IN HO
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CHIMINH CITY. MR. TIET COULD NOT RECALL EVER DEALING WITH MR.
PHI HUNG.
((5)) MR. TIET DID NOT KNOW OF ANY OTHER LOSS
INCIDENTS OR INCIDENTS INVOLVING UNACCOUNTED-FOR AMERICANS,
AMERICAN GRAVESITES, OR AMERICANS WHO REMAINED IN VIETNAM AFTER
1975.
(2) WITNESS THREE (INTERVIEWED ON 23 OCTOBER 2002).
(NOTE: THE FOLLOWING RIT MEMBERS WERE PRESENT DURING THIS
INTERVIEW: MR. GlD, MR. NP, AND HM 18R FROM THE U.S.
SIDE ALONG WITH MR. SON AND MR. LONG OF THE VNOSMP.)
(A) NAME: MR. NGO QUANG THANH (NGOO QUANG THANHJ),
AKA BAY THANH (BAYR THANHJ).

(B) AGE: 70 YOA.

(C) ADDRESS: PHUOC HOI HAMLET (AAPS PHWOCS HOOW),
PHUOC THANH VILLAGE (PHWOCS THANHJ), GO DAU DISTRICT (GOF ZAAUF),
TAY NINH PROVINCE. '

(D) WARTIME OCCUPATION: SECURITY OFFICER AT THE LE
PHUOC THANH MILITARY DISCIPLINARY CAMP. OF T1 (EASTERN REGION-
SOUTHERN VIETNAM).

(E) BACKGROUND: THE VNOSMP UNILATERALLY INTERVIEWED
MR. THANH DURING THE 70TH JFA (REF A). THIS WAS THE FIRST TIME A
JOINT TEAM INTERVIEWED MR. THANH.

(F) STATEMENT:

((1)) T1 COMPOSITION. FROM 1960 UNTIL 1967, THE
ERSV (MIEENF DOONG NAM BOOJ) WAS ALSO KNOWN AS T1 AND WAS DIVIDED -
INTO FIVE SUB-REGIONS (PHAAN KHU). SUB-REGION ONE WAS THE SAIGON-
CHO LON (CHOWJ LOWNS) AREA, SUB-REGION TWO INCLUDED BA RIA-VUNG
“TAU AND PART OF BIEN HOA PROVINCE (PRESENT DAY DONG NAI
PROVINCE), SUB-REGION 23 WAS IN THE LONG AN AREA, AND SUB-REGION
FIVE WAS IN THE BINH DUONG AREA.

((2)) PRISON CAMPS. PUBLIC SECURITY FORCES
OPERATED ONE PRISON CAMP IN THE ERSV. MILITARY UNITS IN THE AREA
ONLY OPERATED "MILITARY DISCIPLINE" CAMPS (TRAW KYR LUAATJ QUAAN
DOOLJ). THESE CAMPS, UNDER THE DIRECT CONTROL OF THE MILITARY
REGION (QUAAN KHU), WOULD REEDUCATE COMMUNIST TROOPS THAT HAD
VIOLATED DISCIPLINARY REGULATIONS.

((3)) SON LE PHUOC THANH PRISON CAMP. MR. THANH
WAS FIRST ASSIGNED TO T1 IN 1963 WHERE HE SERVED AS POLITICAL

_ OFFICER AT A MILITARY DISCIPLINARY CAMP IN T1 UNTIL 1967. DURING

HIS TENURE AT THE CAMP HE ATTAINED THE RANK OF JUNIOR CAPTAIN
(THWONGJ UYS). THE DISCIPLINARY CAMP WAS CALLED THE SON LE PHUOC
THANH CAMP (TRAIS SOWN LEE PHWOCS THANHF) AND WAS LOCATED IN
THONG NHAT DISTRICT, DONG NAI PROVINCE, BETWEEN THE TRAN LE XUAN

" ROAD (DWONGF TRAANF LEEJ XUAAN) AND THE BA HAO STREAM (SUOOIS BAF

HAOF) IN WAR ZONE D.. THIS CAMP WAS APPROXIMATELY ONE KILOMETER
DOWNSTREAM FROM THE T1 PUBLIC SECURITY PRISON CAMP ALONG THE BA
HAO STREAM. MR. THANH EXPLAINED THAT THE TRAN LE XUAN-ROAD RAN
FROM DONG XOAI (DOONGF XOAIF) TO THE DONG NAI RIVER AND THAT MRS.
TRAN LE XUAN CUT THE ROAD BY BULLDOZER TO BOTH BUILD THE ROAD AND

~ TO EXPLOIT THE LUMBER.

((4)) OTHER PERSONNEL. HAVING FREQUENTLY VISITED

THE T1 PUBLIC SECURITY CAMP MR. THANH RECALLED THE NAMES OF
SEVERAL PERSONNEL ASSIGNED THERE. MR. MUOI VAN (MWOIF VAAN)
(DECEASED), SERVED AS THE DEPUTY DIRECTOR OF THE CAMP. THE
LEADER OF THE SECURITY ELEMENT AT THE T1 CAMP WAS MR. SAU THUA
(SAUS THWAR). HE IS CURRENTLY RETIRED AND LIVING IN DONG NAI



PROVINCE. MR. CHIN THIEN (CHINS THIEENJ) (WITNESS ONE, AKA
NGUYEN VAN NHA) SERVED AS A SECURITY OFFICER AT THE T1 CAMP.

((5)) THREE AMERICAN PRISONERS. DURING THE
BATTLE AT BINH GIA, COMMUNIST FORCES CAPTURED THREE AMERICANS AND
BROUGHT THEM TO HIS MILITARY DISCIPLINARY CAMP. DUE TO
INSUFFICIENT FACILITIES (NO PERIMETER FENCE) AT THAT CAMP, THE
MILITARY REGION ORDERED THEM TO BE TAKEN TO THE T1 PUBLIC
SECURITY PRISON CAMP. THE THREE PRISONERS INCLUDED TWO :
CAUCASIANS AND ONE BLACK AMERICAN. MR. THANH COULD NOT PROVIDE A

 DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE AMERICANS BECAUSE HE ONLY SAW THEM

BRIEFLY OVER 35 YEARS AGO.
CASES 0043, 0049, AND 0050/

((6)) AMERICAN WITH INTERPRETER. LATER, IN
APPROXIMATELY 1966, LOCAL FORCES (BOOJ DOOUW DIAJ PHWONG) IN BIEN
HOA CAPTURED ONE AMERICAN MALE ALONG WITH A FEMALE VIETNAMESE
INTERPRETER ON HIGHWAY ONE. WHEN THESE PRISONERS ARRIVED AT THE
T1 PUBLIC SECURITY PRISON CAMP, MR. THANH WAS INVITED TO COME SEE
THEM. AT THE T1 PRISON CAMP, MR. NGUYEN VIET HUNG, A MEMBER OF
THE ERSV ENEMY PROSELYTIZING SECTION, WAS INTERROGATING THE -
AMERICAN. MR. THANH EXPLAINED THAT MR. VIET HUNG SPOKE ENGLISH
AND THAT MR. PHI HUNG, ALSO A MEMBER OF THE ERSV ENEMY
PROSELYTIZING SECTION, DID NOT. MR. VIET HUNG WAS, THEREFORE,
INVOLVED IN INTERROGATING AND ESCORTING AMERICANS. AFTER A
PERIOD OF REEDUCATION, THE FEMALE INTERPRETER WAS RELEASED TO
RETURN TO HER HOMETOWN IN BA RIA-VUNG TAU PROVINCE. IN THE
SUMMER OF 1967, AS T1 WAS BEING DISBANDED, THE MILITARY REGION
ORDERED THAT THE AMERICAN PRISONERS BE TAKEN FROM THE T1 PUBLIC
SECURITY PRISON CAMP TO COSVN. MR. THANH HEARD THAT MR. VIET
HUNG ESCORTED ALL FOUR AMERICANS TO COSVN ALONG WITH A NUMBER OF
SECURITY PERSONNEL (NAMES UNKNOWN TO MR. THANH). BECAUSE MR.
THANH MOVED TO TAY NINH AT APPROXIMATELY THAT SAME TIME, HE LOST
CONTACT WITH MR. VIET HUNG AND HAD NO FURTHER KNOWLEDGE OF THE
FATE OF THESE FOUR PRISONERS. BECAUSE MR. THANH HAD NOT SEEN OR
HEARD FROM MR. VIET HUNG SINCE 1967, HE HAD NO KNOWLEDGE OF HIS
CURRENT WHEREABOUTS. IN DECEMBER 1969, WHILE IN TAY NINH
PROVINCE, MR. THANH SAW THE BLACK AMERICAN MENTIONED ABOVE DURING
HIS CHRISTMAS-TIME RELEASE CEREMONY AT TA SIN (TAF SIN)
(UNLOCATED) IN BEN CAU (BEENS CAAUF) DISTRICT, TAY NINH PROVINCE.
MR. THANH BELIEVED THE AMERICAN RECOGNIZED HIM BECAUSE THE
AMERICAN GREETED HIM WITH A NOD.

((7)) CAMP DESCRIPTION. MR. THANH DESCRIBED THE
T1 PUBLIC SECURITY CAMP AS BEING COMPRISED OF A NUMBER OF
BUILDINGS WITHIN A PERIMETER FENCE CONSTRUCTED WITH INDIGENOUS
JUNGLE: TREES. THE GAMP WAS NEAR THE BA HAO STREAM, SO THE

. BUILDING NEAREST THE STREAM WAS THE KITCHEN. THERE WERE NO MINES™ -

OR PUNJI STAKES SURROUNDING THE CAMP. OTHER BUILDINGS INCLUDED A
DINING AREA, QUARTERS FOR CAMP PERSONNEL, QUARTERS FOR FOREIGN
PRISONERS, AND A HEADQUARTERS BUILDING. MR. THANH RECALLED THAT
THERE WAS A STATION 27 (TRAMJ 27) ALONG THE ONG HOANG STREAM
(SUOOIS OONG HOANGF) APPROXIMATELY A FOUR-HOUR WALK FROM THE SON
LE PHUOC THANH DISCIPLINARY CAMP. THIS STATION WAS MANAGED BY
THE REGIONAL PARTY COMMITTEE, NOT THE MILITARY.

((8)) OTHER PRISON CAMPS. DURING THE WAR MR.
THANH VISITED OTHER PROVINCES IN THE T1 REGION INCLUDING BA RIA,
BIEN HOA, BINH DUONG, TAY NINH AND LONG AN. HE HAD NO KNOWLEDGE
OF CAMPS DESIGNATED C24 OR C26 IN THE BINH DUONG OR BINH PHUOC
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AREAS. HE EXPLAINED THAT BECAUSE BINH PHUOC WAS PART OF MILITARY
REGION 6 UNTIL 1973, IT WOULD HAVE BEEN OUTSIDE HIS PURVIEW IN T1
(ERSV).

((9)) MR. THANH DID NOT KNOW OF ANY OTHER LOSS
INCIDENTS OR INCIDENTS INVOLVING UNACCOUNTED-FOR AMERICANS,
AMERICAN GRAVESITES, OR AMERICANS WHO REMAINED IN VIETNAM AFTER
1975.

4. MATERIAL EVIDENCE: NONE.
5. SITE SURVEY RESULTS: NONE.

6. PERTINENT DATA OR LOCATION CHANGES: NONE.

7. STONY BEACH DEBRIEFER COMMENTS. ALL THREE SOURCES FOR THIS
REPORT PROVIDED INFORMATION IN AN OPEN AND FRIENDLY MANNER. RO
DETECTED NO ATTEMPTS AT DECEPTION DURING THE THREE INTERVIEWS.
RELIABILITY HAS NOT BEEN ESTABLISHED FOR ANY SOURCE INTERVIEWED
FOR THIS REPORT. )

8. INVESTIGATOR'S COMMENTS.

A. THE INFORMATION PROVIDED BY MR.NHA (wrmess ONE) AND MR.
THANH (WITNESS THREE) CONCERNING MR. (Ml AND MS.
CORRELATES TO CASE 0043 ONLY FROM THE ASPECT THAT MR. (I AND
ms. MNPV ERE SEARCHING FOR THE UNACCOUNTED-FOR INDIVIDUAL IN
CASE 0043. ' -

B. THE INFORMATION PROVIDED BY ALL THREE WITNESSES
CONCERNING THE U.S. PRISONERS CAPTURED AT BINH GIA PROBABLY .
CORRELATES TO CASES 0049 AND 0050. THE SECONDHAND INFORMATION
MR. NHA PROVIDED CONCERNING THE DEATH OF THE AMERICAN CAPTAIN EN
ROUTE TO COSVN PROBABLY CORRELATES TO CASE 0050.

9. TEAM LEADER COMMENTS.

A. CONCLUSIONS: SAME AS INVESTIGATOR.
B. HOST GOVERNMENT COOPERATION/SUPPORT: GOOD.

10. DETACHMENT COMMANDER'S COMMENTS. NONE.J/
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REMARKS (Number and Classify each Paragraph)

1. The source, a former civilian prisoner of the VC, states that during

1965, at a camp generally north of Saigon, he saw four Amerlcans and the

Vietnamese female companion of one of the Americans.

2. This report accurately relates what is known of all 1nd1v1duals cited:

'~ ‘a. Bennett - Equates to SSG Harold G. Bennett, USA, captured in
December 1964 at Binh Gia, Phuoc Tuy Province. Bennett was
reportedly executed in late 1965. ‘

b. Craft - Correlates to PFC Charles E. Crafts, USA, captured
with Bennett and released in 1967.

[P gt ca er v
P R akesde ] i X
e IR B Ter O S AN

c. The "Captaln ~ Capt Donald G, Cook, USMC, captured near
Binh Gia in December 1964. Cook later died in captivity in
1967.

d. "Dobbson" - Donald Dawson, U.S. Civilian, who was captured
near Saigon around Aprll 1965 while searching for informaticn
on his missing brother Dawson was released later in 1965.

e. GENNP - Dawson's female interpreter, ‘—,
ith .

a French-Vietnamese. She was released wi
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COUNTRY: - RVN.

SUBJECT s

DiTE OF INPORMATION: Nov 64 - Jan 67

DATE AND PLiCE OP ACQUISITION: Jan 67
EV:'&HJATION:. SOURCE P INFORMATION 6

SOURCES
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DiTE OF REPGRT: 27 Jan 67
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PREPARED BI: CMIC Field Irterrogation Teem

SIMHARY? - This report contains informstion cbtained during field inter-
rogation of source during

Source, who cleims to be a former student and captive nf the W for the
pest ‘two years, gave limited information concerning his capturo by the
W and otha- prisoners of the . .
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Additional Information Frcm Concerning Period
of Captivity and US PWs.

" was taken captive about noon of a Saturday in
late November 196L. le departed SAIGON at approximatelv 0900 hours

.on_a VESPA motor scooter, 1i On Highway

13, approximately 100 km out or SAICON, he stopped and walked into the
jungle to relieve himself and was taken captive. He thinks that the
area where he was taken captive was close to DINH CUAH.

During the month of December, source was taken to several places
in the jungle. He did not know the locations, On 4 Jan 65, source
arrived at the prison where he remained until approximately Nov 65,
In late Jan 65, two American PWs, BENNETT and CRAFT, "were brought to-
the camp., He knew their names because name plates were sewn on their
shirts. Sourceé stated that CRAFT and BENNETT had been captured at
BINH GIA. 1In May 65, another PW was brought to the camp. Source
did not know his namk.but the other PWs called him "Captain.” He .

was wounded in the right leg and still wore the bandage, (»:7. (=% 2

b .

The three PWs were at this cazmp until Jul or Aug 65. During
the time they were there, they were not zllowed to talk to each
other. Cne day, while they were cutting woed near the kitchen,
they asked the guard to take them to the latrine. The three men
attempted to escape and one cf the guards was killed. The captain
seized a weapon from onz of the guards but was uhable to use it.
Source did not know what prevented the captain from using the
weapon. The weapon was taken away from the captain and the three
men were tied to their beds by the arms and legs and blindfolded.
They were not allowed to talk tc each other. The captain liked to
sing. He sang-all tie time. The VC liked to hear him sing so they
did not prevent him from doing so.

Three weeks later, the three PBs were taken away., Source did

not know where, The time was either Jul or Aug 65. o lerse

- S
In_May 65, a civilian named DOEBSON end a Vietnamnse woman
named OOLLETTE were brought to the camp, Source knew the name DOBBSON
because he had seen it on2 cantcen that the man had. Source said that
DOBBSON was looking for his brother. [DCBBSON had a newspaper clipping
which stated that his brother had been shot down in the jungle, Source
trenslated the article for theVC. The VC had shown DOBBSON a fragment
from an airplane and teld him that was what was left of his bpgther's
plane and that his trother was dead., Source said that during an air
raid DOBESON had told him that his wife was in CALIFORNIA, that he had
two children, and had been in the MNavy, DOBBSON and COLLETTE were
released in late 1965, The VC told source that they were back in
SAIGON. DOBBSON and the woman were treated better than the PWs,:
When they were- released, the VC w..rr»d the woman not to say that.

-

o Source t.hougﬁt that COLLZITE was DOEBSON's interpreter. She was
weil educated, Source believed she may have attended a French school
in SAICON named "Varie Curie.‘f Scurce stated all this information
vas obt.ained during an aur rald wh!(b> the) wore all in a b\mker.

Interrogator'a Note' i I‘ 19 my opinion that this individual's
story 1s too pat., It should be looked into very carefully. After
two years of captivity, sourca was in geod health and has not loat.
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DESCRIPTION OF CAPTIVES

CRAFT
Height: 5' 11

- Welght: 170 1bs

Build: Slender
Hair: Dark blonde
Face/Complexion: Light
Distinguishing Characteristics:
Smiled a lot; told Jokes, said
"Oh God" everytime he had to do
something; wore upper false
teeth,
BENNETT
Height: 5' 8v
weight: 1€0 1lbs
Build: -Heavy
Hair: Dark blonde, curly
Eyes: Blue
Face/Complexion: Ruddy
Iistinguishing Characteristics:-
Spoke in a low voice, serious all
of the time; scldom smiled;
tattoo og ez¢le on upper left arm.
OOLLETTE
Height: L' é"
Weight: 85 1lbs
Build: Tkin
Hair: Black
Eyes: Blue (very noticable)

Face/ Complexdion: Fair

Distinguishing Characteristic:
Spoke clearly, spsaks Vietnamese,
French and English,

"Captain”
Height: 5! 7"

" Weight: 160 1bs

Build: Medium
Hair: Brown
Eyes: Unknown
Face/Complexion: Ruddy
Distinguishing C;aaracteristics:
Spoke in a low voice; spoke
French; easy going; did not
show fear.

IDBB‘SO/N
Height: 56 10M
Weight: 180 1bs
Build: Heavy
Hair: Brown
Face/Complexion: Had a beard

Distinguishing Characteristics:
Spoke clearly, joked all the

.time; tattoo on leg, nake of

ahtp.
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{ Crafts, The interpreter knew Crafts by name and therefore SUBJECT believss it could

{1 ‘Bennett before, during, or after HIS capture and escaps,

1 SPECTAL HANDLING RELUTAED

X

ACENT REPORT == -
; (5R 380-320-30) } 0059 -/~ 0/

2, Date Submitted
19 August 1965 dro

3 Coatrol Symbol er File Numbar
ZA015603

4o Report of _Eﬁ".'di'ng;

- " on 28 July 1965, MEEEEENNY S, VR oy assisned

to Detachment 120, Compeny B, :5th Special Forces Group, Republic of Vietnam (RVN), ..

was interviewed at the 525th Intelligence Corps Detachment (CI), Okinawa, concerninz §

‘HIS capture, detention, and subsequent escape from elements of the Viet Cong (VC)

-in the RN, JENstated substantially the i'ollowing concerning Capta.in Cook
and Sergcant Bennottz

S On 21; May 1965 ’ Capta.n Cook arrived at Camp Dachauo At th..s tine, SUB'JILCT
spoke briefly with Cook concerning his name, rank, and place of capture. The re-

. mainder of the comunications between Cook and SUBJECT were by notesz nd the uvsed

‘a "dead letter drop® at the well in Camp Dachau, These notes were pas.»ed duing

t pP":.od 25 Lay 1965 to 8 July 1965. A -

H

nCharlie told me this morning that they killed Bemett, I belleve it is bulls

Cook did not s2y when, where, or why Bennett was Killed, but at this voint stated,
#Sergeant Bernett on route up here got very sick, had to be left behind”, Cook

also stated, "Cn 20 March 1965, Floyd and Jose jumped on a Charlie with a sub-

ma ~Hre vun h@ let out a scream and we beat the shit cut of him, He managed to get
Fioy 11 his mwonth snd almost bit it off. Imnediately the Charlies came

a0 T P s, -2 were put in irons and fed very little. Flcyd wouldn't eal;

I wrned te g2t iax to eat, pub he wouldn't., He got very sick and weak.® "Charlie®
was defined by SUBJECT as the Viet Cong; "Floyd” was defmed by SUBJLCT as the ccds
pame for Benne..t, and "Josge? was defined as the code name for Cook. Cook never
elaborated as to where Bennett was left and under what circumstances. SUBJECT does nob
¥now where Benneit wes held or whether he is still aliye, HE believes that thers
were other Americans at Dachau and Bennett could possibly have been one of them., (n
one occasion the VC interpreter, Hoa, stated, "Let me have your tobacco to glve to ¢y
Bermoit, kecause you have cigarettes", . The interpreter then gave the tobacco to

have been a slip of the tongus on the part of the interpreter. - never saw

During the period 23 Jume 1965 to 4 July 1965, SUBJECT heard thres *nts
‘strafing to the south of Camp Dachau. HE believed this strau.ng was answared by the
V0 with ldght machine gwa and scme small arms fire, MNo othe~ "ina or
‘observed by HIM on or about 24 June 1965k PI AN ¥- authon’;y i
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Major General Edison E. Scholes
1359 Windward Lane
Niceville, Florida 32578

To: Whom It May Concern.

Reference: Recognition of the demonstrated valor in combat, selfless service
under extreme conditions, and ultimate personal sacrifice by Staff Sergeant
Harold George Bennett, U. S. Army.

It is with considerable honor and privilege that 1 have this opportunity to
comment on the extraordinary gallantry in combat and exemplary conduct
while a POW in Vietnam of Staff Sergeant Bennett, U. S. Army Ranger.

I shall make it clear immediately that I was not a witness to Staff Sergeant
Bennett’s courageous actions. My purpose is simply to support the
recommendation(s) of those who do/did have personal knowledge, and to
attempt to remind those who will consider the merits of his award
recommendation(s) of the conditions under which brave Americans like
Staff Sergeant Bennett served, the importance of their service, and the
legacy they established for Americans like me who followed them.

It is necessary for those who read this presentation to remember that Staff
Sergeant Bennett’s acts of bravery occurred in 1964 when the U. S. effort in
Vietnam was in its infant stage, and that there was not a meaningful support
infrastructure, particularly for U. S. advisors to Vietnamese units.
Vietnamese Ranger units were small, lightly armed units that lacked the
capability for sustained combat against moderate size formations of NVA or
Viet Cong forces. Their mission(s) were primarily oriented on small unit
tactics. When they encountered larger enemy forces, they depended upon the
employment of larger units as reinforcement.

As Senior Advisor, I Corps Ranger Command (ARVN),for one year with
advisors assigned to nine Border Ranger Battalions and a Mobile Ranger
Group with three battalions , I quickly learned that even in the later stages of
the war, the U. S. Ranger Advisors did not normally have dedicated or
responsive air, artillery, or logistical support. The Ranger Advisors were
usually left to depend upon their personal initiative, their fellow advisors,
and what they could carry with them. Whether in Iraq or Vietnam, service as
an advisor inherently requires a high degree of personal courage, confidence
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in one’s professional abilities, positive leadership, and survival skills.
Advisors such as Staff Sergeant Bennett served under these hazardous and
difficult conditions, daily representing the United States of America and its
principles, simply because our great nation asked them to serve in this
important capacity. They did not just “go in harm’s way” but were placed in
positions of imminent danger with a high probability of death, capture
and/or injury.

When our great nation places our soldiers in such isolated positions, it is
with a clear understanding that administrative procedures, such as award
recommendations, can not possibly be as rigorous or redundant as normally
required in American military units. In the case of POWs and MIAs,
procedures must be adjusted in line with the situation presented, and
appropriate judgments and assumptions made. It is exceedingly fortunate in
the case of Staff Sergeant Bennett that the institution has a living eye-
witness to all relevant events concerning his valorous actions, in the person
of Specialist Crafts. His statements were deemed credible and sufficient for
the United States Marine Corps to appropriately recognize the bravery,
service and sacrifice of Captain Donald Cook, USMC.

It is known that Staff Sergeant Bennett served in an extremely hazardous
and critical position as a Ranger Advisor in Vietnam; that he and Specialist
Crafts were captured when their unit was attacked by a vastly superior size
enemy force; that Staff Sergeant Bennett’s conduct as a POW was
exemplary and served as an example for others to continue to resist the
enemy and attempt escape when possible; and that Staff Sergeant Bennett
gave the ultimate sacrifice as an American soldier in the service of our great
nation. To this framework, one adds the detailed, eye-witness description by
Specialist Crafts of Staff Sergeant Bennett’s extraordinary valorous actions
to defeat the enemy and to save fellow soldiers lives with total disregard for
his personal safety, to include his refusal on two occasions to accept
evacuation from the battle area, and one has a complete, documented
presentation of profound personal bravery that demands significant
recognition by our great nation.

Staff Sergeant Bennett’s many acts of personal courage and valor under fire
to defeat the enemy and to save the lives of American and allied soldiers
during the battle of Binh Gia, and his ultimate sacrifice to defeat the enemy
while a POW were in the highest traditions of selfless service as measured
against others recorded in our nation’s proud history of military conflicts.
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Unfortunately, during war, many acts of personal bravery and sacrifice go
unnoticed and undocumented except by the Almighty God. Fortunately,
even under the difficult, extreme conditions of this case, Staff Sergeant
Bennett’s valorous actions were more then sufficiently documented by
Specialist Crafts, Captain Cook, and others. These extraordinary acts of
personal valor in combat should be recognized by our grateful nation with
the highest, most prestigious award for gallantry in combat possible, the
Medal of Honor, as recommended by the living eye-witness. This award
should be presented without further delay in respect for Staff Sergeant
Bennett’s distinguished and profound bravery, for his family and loved ones,
for the soldiers who served with him, and for the institution of U.S. Army.
Captain Cook, as the senior POW in the group, recommended Staff Sergeant
Bennett for other valor awards while a POW which should also be
considered for approval.

The example(s) of American courage, professionalism, compassion, loyalty
and respect established by military advisors such as Staff Sergeant Bennett
in the early days of the Vietnam War is still vivid in the hearts and minds of
the Vietnamese soldiers and people, and is still the popular subject of their
speeches and conversations at all of our joint reunions.

Thank you for this unique opportunity to comment about a true American
hero.

Most respectfully,

Belut

Edison E. Scholes

Major General, U. S. Army(Retired)
Telephone: 850-897-9669

E-mail: escholes@cox.net
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February 10, 2006

Michael N. Martin
Director, ARVN Rangers
75th Ranger Regiment Assn.
PO Box 1463

Tullahoma, TN 37388

TO: Military Awards Branch

This letter is written in support of a recommendation to posthumously
award the Medal of Honor to the late Staff Sergeant Harold G. Bennett,
for his heroic actions in the Republic of South Vietnam as an advisor
to the Vietnamese Rangers; members of the U.S. Army Vietnamese Ranger
Advisors are in agreement with this recommendation.

Lieutenant General Burton Patrick (Advisor to the ARVN Rangers, 1966)
stated: Rangers Advisors in the early to mid sixties, knew what living
hell was like each and every week as they were constantly called upon
to wade into a well concealed and dug in enemy once every 3-5 days for
the entire duration of his tour. Some lived to write about it...most
didn't. This statement could have chronicled the epoch of tragedy,
valor and sacrifice of Staff Sergeant Bennett....

While serving as a Ranger Advisor to the 33rd Vietnamese Ranger Battal-
ion, SSG Bennett volunteered to lead a seven Ranger combat team on a
helicopter (named the "suicide chopper') into a one-ship landing zone
near the Cambodian border--the only American on the team--in an effort
to free three Americans held captive by Communist forces, on Christmas
Day 1964; it was one of the two first formal rescue operations of the
war: code-named Hung Vuong I (after a Vietnamese king), sixty-six heli-
copters would support and airlift the remaining elements of the 33rd

~ ARVN Ranger Battalion into landing zones south of Tay Ninh city in an

area known as the Bo Lu woods. During this operation, Vietnamese troops
employed three hundred pounds of bulk tear-gas powder and several hund-
red gas grenades. Ranger Bennett and his snatch team landed first,
quickly worked their way through the camp but unfortunately the Viet
Cong had moved the prisoners prior to their arrival. While this mission
did not accomplish its goal of liberating the captured Americans, in

no way did it detract from the heroic efforts of SSG Bennett to free
them.

Four days later--29 December 1964--Sergeant Bennett, with his American
RTO, accompanied the 2nd Company of the 33rd Ranger Battalion on the
first airlift into the operational area of the legendary "Battle of
Binh Gia". As the Rangers were being overrun by elements of the Viet
Cong 9th Division, Bennett remained on the radio, refusing American

CHINA - BURMA - INDIA VIETNAM IRAN GRENADA PANAMA IRAQ SOMALIA
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helicopter gunships and medical evacuation helicopter attempts to
rescue him and his RTO (PFC Charles Crafts) due to the overwhelming
enemy forces and their firepower.

After Bennett's capture at Binh Gia, he was labeled a troublemaker

by his captors because of his constant aggressiveness; in the brutal
conditions of jungle POW camps he verbally berated his guards, daring
them to confront him man-to-man. On one of three unsuccessful escape
attempts, a Viet Cong soldier almost bit his finger off as he was
punched by Bennett. They couldn't break him; his honor and his re-
ligion was the stalwart of his spirit.

In June of 1965, the Communist National Liberation Front announced

that they had executed Sergeant Harold G. Bennett, reportedly in re-
prisal for actions of the South Vietnamese Government: he was the "first"
American Soldier to be executed in Vietnam.

Ranger Bennett's exemplary gallantry, complete disregard for his own
safety, and his deep concern for his fellow fighting men at the risk
of his own life, reflect the highest traditions of the United States
Army; his actions are the embodiment of the Ranger Spirit and most
deserving of the award of the Medal of Honor.

Sincerely,

Michael N. Mar
Member of the Ranger Hall of Fame

Distinguished Member of the 75th Ranger Regiment
Distinguished Member of the Ranger Training Brigade
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February 20, 2006

MajGen Rhett A. Hernandez

Commander, U.S. Army Human Resources Command
200 Stovall Street, Hoffman II

Alexandria, VA 22332

Dear General Hernandez,

I recently completed a 142-thousand word biography about
deceased Marine Colonel Donald Cook. He was the first
Marine captured in the Vietnam War, and the first Marine in
history to earn the Medal of Honor while a PCOW. Cook died
in captivity in December, 1967, and his remains have never
been recovered.

During the course of over five years of research into
Cook’s life, I came across the heroic story of deceased
U.S. Army Staff Sergeant Harold George Bennett, who was
captured in the same battle with Cook. Bennett was also
held with Cook in the same jungle POW camps, was later
executed by the Viet Cong, and like Cook, his remains have
never been recovered either.

The reason I am writing to you is first to point out the
striking similarity between Cook and Bennett’s
unswerving adherence to the Code of Conduct, dogged
resistance to interrogation, and daring escape attempts.

Second, I would like to highlight the fact that Cook
received the MOH, and Bennett has received no award to date
that recognizes his extraordinary gallantry above and
beyond the call of duty.

Enclosed is an awards package assembled by the Friends of
Ben Bennett under the leadership of Mr. Duane Frederic. I
hope that you have time to peruse the package, and help
resurrect Bennett, who is a forgotten hero.

Semper Fidelis, -
Aome(bl L F Rt~
Donald L. Price
Colonel, U.S Marine Corps, (Ret.)
2769 Coral Brooke Drive
Sierra Vista, AZ 85650
{520) 803-9234
donpricefcox.net
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DUANE E. FREDERIC
8908 E. Pilgrim Dr.
Chagrin Falls, OH 44023-5845
(440) 543-9176

email: defrederic@alltel.net

March 1, 2006

THRU: U. S. Army Human Resources Command
ATTN: Army Awards Branch
200 Stovall St.

Alexandria, VA 22332-0471

TO: The Honorable Francis J. Harvey
Secretary of the Army

101 Army Pentagon

Washington, DC 20310-0101

Dear Mr. Secretary,

It is my great honor to recommend posthumous award of the Medal of Honor to SSG
Harold George Bennett, RA 18 542 931 for his conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity in
action at risk to his life against the Viet Cong in the Republic of Vietnam.

I have studied most of the Army jungle POWSs in South Vietnam since about 1995 by going
through bundreds of microfilm reels of material from the POW/MIA collection supplied on
inter-library loan by the Library of Congress.

As a result of my research, two cases stood out of long-forgotten American prisoners of war
who were hard-core POW resisters under brutal jungle conditions. They were CPT
Humbert Roque “Rocky” Versace and SSG Harold George Bennett. Both men were
executed by their Viet Cong captors because their strong will of resistance to interrogation
and indoctrination could not be broken despite isolation, reduced rations, and being held in
shackles following their escape attempts. Both men were buried in unmarked jungle
graves known only to God in communist Vietnam. Even the Joint POW/MIA Accounting
Command has marked their files with the notation “Remains Non-Recoverable” even
though they were executed while in enemy captivity.

In the process of my research on Captain Versace, I was to come into contact with a
remarkable group of fellow Vietnam veterans who also had done research and/or written
articles on the captivity experience of SSG Benneft and CAPT Donald G. Cook, USMC.
First was COL Douglas E. Moore, USA (Ret.), who responded to a published book review
that I authored in ARMY Magazine. He never forgot SSG Bennett’s willful disregard for



his own safety when he twice refused offers by helicopter pilots to attempt a “suicide”
rescue as an assault force of 20-30 Viet Cong were closing in to capture him. COL Moore
wrote a2 moving tribute to SSG Bennett’s courage facing death entitled “Bad Day at Binh
Gia,” which also appeared in ARMY Magazine. COL Moore has never faltered in pursuing
a suitable valor award for SSG Bennett.

I also came into contact with CSM Michael N. Martin, USA (Ret.), who also wrote a fine
article on SSG Bennett’s captivity experience for Behind The Lines Magazine. CSM Martin
was inducted into the Army Ranger Hall of Fame in 1995, and sponsored SSG Bennett’s
posthumous induction in the RHOF in 2004.

I also met COL Donald L. Price, USMC (Ret.) who roomed with Captain Versace in the
Mekong Delta in 1963. Both of us attended Rocky Versace’s Medal of Honor ceremony at
the White House on 8 July 2002. COL Price did extensive research for a soon-to-be
published biography on COL Donald Cook, posthumous recipient of the Medal of Honor
for his heroism as a jungle POW.

Lastly, I corresponded with Charles E. Crafts, who was captured along with SSG Bennett
at Binh Gia on 29 December 1964. He endured almost 25 months of brutal jungle captivity,
and was released by his VC captors in a humanitarian gesture to show their “lenient and
humane” treatment of American POWs. He is a brave and good American who suffered
much in the service to his country. I am very proud to know him and call him my dear
friend!

During the past six years, I have corresponded with and had many phone calls with this
core group to pursue a valor award for SSG Bennett. You are reading the finished product
of our collective research. Along the way we also added LTC James Behnke, USA (Ret.)
who, as a Captain commanded both SSG Bennett and PFC Crafts as Senior Advisor to

the ARVN 33™ Ranger Battalion in 1964. We feel privileged that two distinguished retired
U. S. Army Major Generals Edison Scholes and Eugene L. Stillions, Jr. supported our
efforts. Their letters of support speak volumes about the validity of recognizing SSG
Bennett’s valor with our nation’s highest military award.

Al of us have discussed SSG Bennett’s captivity experience in depth in comparison to very
similar jungle MOH recipients CAPT Donald Cook and CPT Rocky Versace. We are
aware of the stringent requirements for awarding the Medal of Honor, and we are
unanimous in our conclusion that it is justified in this case.

Thank you for your favorable consideration of this request.

Respectfully submitted,

gmwz Wi M&/

Duane E. Frederic







8403 Oakford Drive
Springfield, VA 22152-1614
12 March 2006

Chief, Military Awards Branch

US Army Human Resources Command, Hoffman 11
200 Stovall Street

Alexandria, VA 22332

SUBJECT: Recommendation for Award, Staff Sergeant Harold George Bennett

I have reviewed Lieutenant Colonel James E. Behnke's recommendation tor award of the
Medal of Honor to Statf Sergeant Harold George Bennett. RA 18542931,

Lieutenant Colonel Behnke has cited and documented conspicuous gallantry and
intrepidity by Staff Sergeant Bennett during the period 29 December 1964 until 25 June
1965. Four days after his volunteering for and completing a dangerous attempt to liberate
a group of American Prisoners of War, Bennett himself faced an overwhelming force of
Main Force Viet Cong. By turning away two rescue helicopters Bennett put the lives of
his fellow soldiers above his own. He gallantly fought off the overwhelming enemy
combat strength until he could no longer resist and was captured. As a POW he resisted
the Viet Cong and tried to escape at least three times. This brave soldier was finally
murdered because of his recalcitrance toward the enemy.

To this day, Staff Sergeant Bennett’s remains lie somewhere in the jungle in Vietnam and
his heroism was never properly recognized for the benefit of his surviving family
members. It is time to fix the oversight and a group of his fellow soldiers are trying to do
it. Their documented account of Bennett's actions in battle and resmance in captivity
meets the criteria for award of the Medal of Honor.

[ strongly support this effort to gain approval of a long overdue award and trust that our
Army will do the same.

m
EUGENE L. STILLIONS JR.

Major General, USA (Ret.)





