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from Peggy's letters to parents and 
grandparents 

Jan. 23 

Sitting here in my little room there seem to be so many things 
to write - and yet I reallydon",t even know where to start. I gu~ss CJ, ... e.tj I 
maybe it'll be with our Hong K~ trip, since that feels like the be- sep;..ITft: 
ginning. I was really pleasantly surprised at ho,. well we got around ' '~I-"/~ 
the city. I've always depended so much on Cheryl for direction find-
ing. I was really nervous, andMaryl is more like me than like Cheryl rvV1 ' 
in direction ability. But we got a map our first day there and "i th ~ 2. e I 
the help of the tourist material John·had sent for, did just fine. We now 

took two guided tours - the first out to the New Terri torie.s where Hong ~c. 
Kong meets Red China. The people in this area live much as they have for ~( 
100 years, working their fields by hand, ha.ving tiny one room shelters ...bIHI 

for homes. The other tour was the Hong Kong by night to';1r - we took it "147 1,,( 
mainly so we could get to one of Hong Kong's three floatl.ng r~staurants, 
since Aberdeen and the New Territories, .. where they are all located, are 
inconvenient to be bussing around at night. Unfortunately in the middle 
of the tour they announc~d that both of.berdeen's restaurants had been 
towed in and closed for repairs, so we just went to a downtown restaurant 
anyway. Excellent food though! The tour also included a t,rip up vic-
toria Peak, which gave a beautiful view of the lights, though they were 
partially dimmed by fog and mist. The tour also included a visit to a 
Chinese noor show, and the dancers were really fabulous. The best one 
in my opinion was the lion's dance with this huge lion with one man 
playing the front legs and head and another the back legs and tail 
cavorting ar~und the stage. The things he could do, such as jump over 
barrels, rollover, wriggle his whiskers, scratch his rump and best of 
all, he looked something like 1htshti! (Peg's cat) Anyway, on with 
Hong Kong. The rest of the time while we shopped and sight-saw (sp?) 
we travelled by foot or city bus, no easy task! Somehow I was expecting 
English to be better understood than what it was, though I guess that's 
really unreasonable. And we usually could communicate with somebod;z:! 

The trip from Hong Kong to Saigon came off without a hitch, We kept 
expecting a hassle over our excess baggage, but no problems there. So 
we landed at Ton Son Nhut and waited, and waited, and waited. After an 
hour we figured CRS wl;l.sn't just late, and so I ealled, and ye,s, they had 
been confused about the time of the plane. Since all their drivers were 
out we had another long wait (li hours) till someone gould pick us up. 
Saigon is not a comfortable city with its temp. of 82 , high humidity, 
and excess-or somber-looking military personnel. So I was relieved to 
get to the Embassy Hotel finally, although concerned because we were too 
late to buy stamps. But we were so tired we didn't even go out to in­
spect the Saigon Market just down the block from our doorway. We just 
loafed. ' 

This A.M. we were picked up at 7:00 A.M. by CRS and taken to th~ 
airport, and for the first time had to pay for excess baggage ~all of 
$3.00. The searches at this airport are quite thorough, something I was 
pleased to see. We got on the plane (Air Viet Nam this time) and took 
off, and to our surprise, landed in Nha Trang rather than in Pl.eiku, 
as we'd been led to expect by CRS who said it was a non-stop flight. We 
got off the plane and went to the transit lounge as directed since the 
plane wasn't to take off till 11 A.M. But at 10!15.' there was an announce­
men~ with the word Plei}s:u in it, and everyone else got up and went to the 
plane, so we did, also, and the plane took off withno.apparent explana­
tion for leaving early. We arrived at Pleiku and looked hopefully around 
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for a Caucasion and .found one. Joe? from the New Zealand R~d ,Cross team 
in Pleilru.)the~e to m~et'one of their Docs, who. didn't arrive •. We wait~d 
till thf} tl;me the plane was supposed to have' landed, then he drove us l.n 
to their headquarters, where we jo:tned him and a nurse, Mary, for lunch. 
Around 1:00 P.M. John Havican drove in. Hetd called the airport yester­
day and was told the plane was due at 1:00 P.M. so was sure he had 
plenty of time till he got to the airport and learned that was yester­
day's not today.' s schedule. I was SUre glad Joe was there! The trip 
from Pleiku to Kontum was uneventful, and things are fairly quiet here. 
The ammunition d~p was burned last Mon., in case you heard about it, 
but really caused no problem at the compound. Pat showed us around the house, 
then drove us over to the hosp!tal for a tour, and I'll admit to feeling 
overwhelmed. Ha~ng seen it,more than.ever I dontt know what I'll be 
doing there, I'm afra1-d. And yet the people here alls~emcompetant and 
happy here', and they must have. b~erinew and., unsure of themselves' at one 
time.' At least that's what I keep telling myself anyway. And;now, I 
hope I can get this letter off to you. I c$l1'tseem.to get a. straight 
answer on libw to get stamps around here, and right now it looks like it's 
hard to do. What'I really wa,ntedwas aerogTams, but'I haven't been any­
where where I could get them as yet. And I really can't tell when I will 
be. 

Oh, one note of s~ecial interest. Wires kitty is a smaller, scrawnier 
version of Lhoshti, bu Sil in all, look.s very much like her. And they're 
hoping she'll have kittens soon, so I may have a Lhoshti'II around here. 
Hope so! 

Mom, Pat tells me your last shipment of cookies did get through and 
were much appreciated. Food herereelly looks good and plentiful. Diet­
ing m'S.'Yiiot be as, easy as I'd hoped! 

~Tan. 28 
The weather here has been really beautiful even though we had just a 

few drops of unexpected rain last night. In general the nights are just 
right for sleeping with all the windows open and 2 blankets ~ perfect 
for me. Many of the others wear sweaters in the ,A.M. and in' the evening, 
but I'm really v~ry comfortable without them. Since that is the case, I 
wonder how I'll feel in the hot season? Probably ~ hot! 

---I'll tell you a little about the rest of the household here. I 
think I've told you about Mary- she's having the same kinds of problems 
adjusting as I am. This place is confusing to newcomers, I think 
especially to those of us who are also new to Asia. Pat is definilliely the 
boss around here and at the hospital and runs things with occasional tact 
and a lot of temper. People tend to shy away from her when she's ina had 
mood, a~d I guess I'll probably do the same. --~ I do admire her, though 
for somanythings. She certainly is very knowledgable about many facets 
of medicin.e, and reads both journals and books extensively~ And I love to 
see her at times'with Det and Wir,. her two adopted sons. When t;b.eytre 
sitt'ing together in the living room and reading "Lit~le Red Riding Hoodtt , 

she looks like an affectionate grandma with her two favorite g;randsons. 
Not that the two of them don',t get on her, nerves (and every-on,e els,e's) 
sometimes! Det, at age 8 (maybe it's just 7, I'm not sure) is quite re­
served and shy, but very affectionate onee he opens up. Wir is much more 
aggressive and outgoing, and at 5 years of age, is in the questioning age. 
In fact every statement is questioned, I think. He's the one who tends 
to play with his food, interrupt conversation,s, pull some repetitious bor­
ing trick - and yet when he turns arolmd, smiles, and lights up his big 
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brown eyes, everything is immediately forgiven. He really is a charmer! 

Dr. Edrick Baker is from New Zealand, and is seeing all the pediatric 
patients now that-Dr. Christiantis not here. He looks very young, but has 
obviously bad much experience with kids and semi-tropical illnesses. He 
also is quite a statistician, likes to. try new projects and keep careful 
notes of how it turns out. Hets really big on malnutrition and is very 
excited about th€ 24 bed nutritional rehabilitation program he's developed. 
I still question what ultimate good is accomplished, as we send the kids 
home after their month long stay to the same environment that made them 
ill. Right now the parents are- not receivit)g any information .on proper 
feeding, although that will hopefully be changed soon, but even so, there 
is:;.:tuch a lack of prote.in available here, education would ,have' to include 
a new agricultural project, which would be a long term project, and pro­
bably Americans won't be here that long. Depressing. ~he war has totally 
uprooted these people who used to live in the hills, Americans have come 
in, given them just a glimpse of another way of life, and now. we leave 
them with nothing. Well, I didn't mean to get off on a tangent there. 
It's certainly a big philosophical question. 

George Lussier is an elCiiremely quiet young doctor keeps mostly to 
himself, though seems nice enough when approached. He sees the medical 
patients at Minh-Quy. 

M~rian is a nurse from New Zealand who does a lot of statistic keep­
ing, $tock1ng~"";general upkeep work of thehospi tal. She's anenthufitiastic, 
boisterous type of person I always seem to be laughing at. Somehow her 
marked accent always makes me think she's going to say something funny, 
even when she doesn't. 

Phyllis is from Oregon, and is here with the VNCS - Vietnam. Christian 
Service. She's been in Vietnam 5 years (only about one year here) and is 
really up on Asian Life and affairs. She does a lot of ordering of meds 
and supplies for the hospital, and watches over what goes on there. Shets 
also the one who seems to work hardest at making the compound into a home, 
which more and more I can see is important. 

S~nia is an Indonesian nurse whohas been in Vietnam. seven years (one 
year at Minh-Quy) and is married to a Vietnamese. She's also one of the 
unfortunate victims of the war in that'her two kids and husband are Viet­
namese citizens for life with no hope (at this time anyway) of changing 
their citizenship, and therefore, no possibility of leaving the country 
when the south falls. Senia had hoped that since Ind.onesia is one of the 
ICCS members (supposedly impartial observers enforcing the treaty) she 
might be. able to work out a deal and get her family out, but things look 
bad right now, as the Vietnamese are very adamant about not losing any 
more of their countrymen. What a quandry for Senia! 

Scott is a medic from the army, has had a lot of OR experience, but 
mainly works outside around the hospital. He's been very friendly, kind 
in showing Mary an~ me the ropes, but he was apparently very affected by 
the war. He~ leav1ng very shortly, though, and I shall really miss him. 

John Havican is the hospital administrator, a kind of quiet, often 
moody seeming person, but certainly dedicated, hard working. He is also 
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married to a Vietnamese, but women with Amer~oanhusbands have much more 
chance of leavi'ng than anyone else here, and he 1 s .thinking it may be geod 
to go heme seen. 

Besides all these people there are several dogs, two kitties (we 
keep hoping there Will be kittens soon) and ene gibben. In some ways a 
funny conglomerate, but I guess everyene gets along with each other and 
life in general pretty well. . 

Jan. 27 

It har·dlyseems possible I've only been gone just over a week •.. Every­
thi1)g is BO different here I'm totally disoriente~ •. Actually our ~iving 
quartet's are. really quite nice. Probably the eaSl.est way to descrl.be 
them is with a diagram. 

And my ream loeks like this: 

There is cold running water in the bathroom, and I'm getting used 
to cold showers quite quickly. There is a ·small shower reem with a small 
amount of "hot" water available, but so far it hasn't worked. 

As far as evidence of the war is concerned, everyone is really pretty 
calm and relaxedabQut it. We hear the 'noiee of eutgoing rocketry, but 
other than making a lot of noise (and scaring newc'Qmers like me:) it doesn't 
cause any bother. And there is a very adequate bllnker here atthe house 
should we ever· have any problem~. Rumor has it now that the VO will pre­
bably leave Kontum and Fleiku alone, and will c-oncentrate on pelitically 
and ifnecessary militarily taking ever Saigen. Shollld :this happen Pat 
feels the worst that woUld happen would be that we would be asked to pick 
up and leave in a hurry. and that it is more likely we· weuldbe allowed 
to stay until our ind1 v-id,ual visas expire. So the war reallyshouldn t t 
be a cause of much worry, either for you people at home or for me. 

The hospital still has Die entirely overwhelmed. I '.m hoping it will 
come clearer as the lat;tgU.agebecomes familiar, but right now . that looks 
like it tsa long way away. I1y-e. never been ~uch of a linguist, and my 
tw.o Bahnar lessens reallypreve- it, :'I'm afr.aid. People keep tell:ing me 
I should be glad I'm not trying to learn V~etn8l1lese.· (lam glad!) But I 
can't say Bahnar,is coming easily •. And thehoflPital setup is· confusing 
in itself. There is a very large ·Montagnards.taff, and seem to be very 
task oriented. They seem to have a rout~ne covering most' every situation, 
but I can't tell who does what yet, so I'm always asking the wrong person 
what I want teknow or need to have done. I'm afraid I~m not very observant, 
as I stillknow.the names af·very few Montagnard staff. They really do 
all la.k much alike to me and the names are generally unfamiliar, se I 
have a hard'time ,putting them together. And having worked in a specialized 
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area for so long, I'm really quite out of touch with general. nursing 
besides having a lot of precedures to learn that nurses don't do in the 
states •. Peop1e here tell me it stays like this (the confused, disoriented 
part, I mean) for a couple of months, andthen everything becomes clear. 
I sure hope so! 

This morning was a real teeat. I drove the truck and toek Senia (an 
Indonesian nurse, here permanently as her husband is Vietnamese) and Yek 
(an aide right now who will go to Nba Trang n~xt we-ek to start training) 
out te four'different villages to bring patients back to the hospital. The 
first village was really primitive, people wore little clething,. small 
bamboo huts on wooden stilts were pretty ra,m.shackle. There were many 
people sick there, two people with fever and chills, prob~bly Malaria, 
and One little girl with a grossly distended belly, pale, probably kwashi­
orkor. But no one woUld consent to coming to the hospital., 'l'.be next vil­
lage was newer, and much cleaner, well built, and the people had a fair 
amount of clothing, some GI cast off and American gifts, others the more 
typical Montagnard skirts and shawls. There we picked up one patient and 
family member, but I never could tell which was which, no~ what was wrong 
with the patient. At the third village the French prie~t had a group of 
patients all ce1lected and ready to go. I even got to use a few words of 
French with him! The fourth village we just drove slowly through, and no 
ene appreached us to come in, so I didn't get much of an impression of it. 
All. over there's widespread illness but people den't seem anxious at all 
to be treated, or at least not to ceme to the hospital. Ed Baker, the 
New Zealand doctor at Minh-Quy who sees the pediatric patients and is really 
big on nutrition is anxious to get people going out and helding clinics 
in the villages, but there's a lot of questioning on whether that's a 
good idea. Even now the people all want medicine passed out to them, even 
when they're desparately ill and need to be hospitalized •. Pat and Senia 
seem to feel if we hold clinics in the villages people will be even less 
likely to consent to coming to the hospital. On the other hand, I feel 
{at this point anywayl th,at they have the right te refuse to be moved to 
the hospital, to die without Western intervention if that is their desire, 
and that for the geod'of the less seriously ill, out clinics should be 
established. But I'm hardly an experienced observer at this point in time! 

The Western staff, too is quite a mystery to me still. There are all 
kinds of personalities and evidences of clashes. I'm still finding out 
what one thinks of another! But Phyllis Cribby, a nurse from Oregon who's 
been here with Vietnam Christian Service has kind ef taken JUS in and 
helped us get settled. She leaves in August, and UreadyI can see how 
much she'll be missed. Scott, who was a medic in the service & works 
part time as a nurse, part time as a handyman here leaves very soon. His 
nursing duties hopefully I'll understand by then, running the generator - no. 
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Jan. 30 

I'm hoping mail is reaching you more rapidly than it is me. Each day 
I wait expectantly, but I guess as in everything else, patience is required 
here. Ifhinglf'_lton' t loek too good as far as mailing souveniE's home right 
now. Scott tells me that letters get through well, but packages mailed 
out have to be taken down and wrapped in front of the postal clerk so he 
knows what is in it, and if he,rtakes a fancy to what you're sending, he 
just pockets it once you leave. Possibly a little later I can take some 
stuff down to Saigon to mail, as that supposedly hasmore chance of getting 
through. Air Viet Nam isn't flying into Kontum right now, so all mail is 
trucked back and ferth to Pleiku. Oh, in case you'd be concerned Air VN 
stopped coming here because their ticket taker ran off with the funds, not 
because of any increased danger here. Air America flies in three times a 
week so we're still very accessible by air. 

Bahnar is coming slowly still-, but I feel a lot more at home in the 
hospital, at least today. Here I thought learning Bahnar would solve all 
my problems, but we're seeing more Vietnamese, and there are several other 
tribal dialects spoken at Minh=Quy also. Mang Buk is one of the newest and 
most primitive settlement camps, has a very high rate of disease, and the 
people come in very readily. But they all speak Sadang. But at least for 
talking with the staff Bahnar will be helpful, and usually we can find one 
of them who speaks both Bahnar and Sadang. 

We have a new nurse, Barb Svetlik, who just arrived from Saigon yes­
terday. She's been working in the Baraki Unit there in the convalescent 
pediatric center, and ebviously knows the ropes on working in Vietnam. Dr. 
Baker is hoping to get her into his nutritional rehab unit as she's had a 
lot of experience with malnutrition, tx, and also the various agencies to 
apply to for funds. I've really enjoyed her - a very dedicated sincere 
person, but has a real sense of humor. She's just had a bout of hepatitis 
and seems quite washed out and tired, so I hope her dedication doesn't make 
her push herself too far. 

The western nursing staff had a meeting with Pat this A.M. to discuss 
how we could best make use of our new abundance of staff. I guess our de­
cision for now has been that we will each take some aspect of nursing and 
work with the appropriate people on it. Therefore, Barbara will work with 
Sr. Christian and Halon dressing changes, Mary will work on med. adminis­
tration, I'm going to wrok with a group of aides on bedside care (e.g., 
back care, meuth care, ambulation, range of motion, etc.). Senia will con­
tinue in the clinic in the afternoon, and will also work with the aides in 
the A.M. or will go out on ambulance rounds as she is multilingual. Marian 
right now does the hospital statistics, orders OR equipment and in general 
takes care of the OR, and in the near future hopes to start clinics on a 
daily basis at Mnag Buk. Phyllis does all the pharmacy ordering and in 
general seems to keep an eye out allover the hospital. Scott left yester­
day for Saigon and mayor may not be back for a couple of weeks later on. 

I have great admiration for Pat and all who've made this hospital 
what it is. It really is impressive. and I'm so glad to have the chance 
to see this part of the world. Just the scenery, the hills, rice paddies, 
markets, people. I'll never forget. 



Excerpts fro~ If:.s letter .f Feb. 6 
I was so pleased to get your letter last Fri. As yeu can see there's 

quite a delay in mail here. I don't think there's any schedule for mail, 
incoming or outgoing. It all has to go by courier via jeep to Pleiku, & 
from there is flown out, but I'm told it often sits for a while in Pleiku 
& again in Saigon. Also, Pat tells me, sometimes mail service is cut for 
up to a month for Tet. Not always, but sometimes, so we don't know about 
mail this month at all. That's going to make it a long month! 

We had a rain storm here .Tues. Eve. & it felt delightful! All the 
patients who were able went tearing eut in the yard, enjoying the free 
shewer. The litlle kids quickly feund sticks te float & rocks to splash 
in the puddles. And the road between the house & Minh-Quy has been im­
proved with a let ef stone, so even the driving wasn't too bad. Maybe I'll 
actually enjoy the rainy season here! 

Our garden is already coming up! The radishes are grow~ng like weeds, 
the beets are visible & the watermelon has a few leaves showing. Having 
te carry the water by hand is good exercise, so the garden's like a double 
benus! 

Because the 3 nurses who have been here for a long time are all pretty 
tired out & are getting caught up on time off in Saigon & 'Nba Trang, Mary 
& I started taking our turn at night call this week. I was pretty appre­
hensive, as there are still a lot of conditions I've never seen before, & 
I'm still not sure of what I can do versus what the docs want to do them­
selves. I had it really easy my 2 nights, & other than a few elevated 
temps & IV's to look after in the middle of the night, no p~oblems. Mary's 
first night was the same, but last night was busy, so she was up for half 
of it. One of the cenfusing things here is learning what each doc wants us 
to do. For Dr. Lussier we can do most anything, he'd rather not be bothered 
even at times when the nurses feel he should be. Dr. Baker probably is the 
most cautious, & as Mary discovered last night, doesn't even want his kids 
te have aspirin unless he's checked them out. Pat is in between, but I 
think she expects we know more than at least I do. My experience in OB was 
very little & not very good, & at this point I don't feel competant to 
handle even a non-complicated delivery, or at least I'd rather not if 
there's someone else around. I really want to learn, but I don't want the 
whole thing dumped on me at once. Fortunately, I guess obstetrical problems 
aren't terribly common here, so ho~efully we'll have some good normal de­
liveries to learn from. And hopefully before some night at 3 AM too! 

Pat tells me she's laymng off Scrabble for a while, so I'm really miss­
ing my favorite game. Mary & I have played cribbage, & several of us enjoy 
ping pong, but neither take the.place of Scrabble. Have you ever stopped 
& thought of how much time we've devoted to that game the past several years? 
I don't remember how we got started playing it, but it certainly has been 
a big part of our life together in recent times. 

In my last letter, did I tell you about Barb Svetlik? Shels a nurse 
probably mid 30's who has been in VN 3 years, worked in Da Nang while the 
war was active there & then has most recently been with the Barski Con­
valescent Center in Saigon. She speaks Vietnamese quite well, & really 
knows her way around the country, & her many & varied experiences (or I 
should say, her telling of them) is giving me a broader outlook on this 
country than I think I would get just from association with the others 
here. While we-re very much involved with & impressed with the Montagnards, 
there's a whole group of people we don't see much but the bad side of. Or 
listening to the staff here, it sounds as if they have no other side! Anh­
way, I really enjoy Barb, both as a person & a working companion. Actually, 
she's been ill with hepatitis, & still looks quite pale & tired, but she 
works like a demon. Pat's insisted she take 2 days off a week for a while 
& not work any nights yet, although Barb never complains. She & I are 
working on several projects together, the one that's mest underway right 
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now being stressing showering to the patient. Thehospital has a very nice 
shower house with 5 Buowers each for the men & women, but the cleaning 
lady alwasy kept the door locked, & the patients never protested. Well, we 
did, & also we went down to the market & bought 40 waShcloths & a couple 
cubes of soap we could cut up & give out. And even though the, water is 
cool, it's so hot at midday a cool shower feels great & the people are 
really enjoying them. There's also a cement area outside the kitchen with 
2 water spouts & a continual stream of water where the patients can wash 
themselves & their clothes. So today I took soap & washcloths there, too, 
showed a couple of moms how to soap up their kids & it really caught on. 
It's true many villages don't have enough water, & many are too poor to buy 
food, let alone soap, but (1) Some people can afford tobacco, & if that's 
so, they can also afford soap. (2) Skin diseases are so common here, &,are 
often either caused by or exacerbated by lack of cleanliness, i.e., a bath 
aan't hurt, & may even help most any condition here. We've talked aboutl 
whether or not this is pushing a cultural change on these people, but while 
they're at the hospital they get meat in their soup, rice with wheat,& soy 
blend flour added for protein, they're encouraged to use the latrines rather 
than the courtyards, & I don't think exposing them to bathing is that big 
a deal. 

Excerpts from letter from Ma~ Reigel Feb. 7 
---your letters are a ree.l uplift to my day and always make me hungry 

when I hear what ;you are cooking. We have found the food here good "but 
everything is fried so are having a hard time losing weight. We both miss 
not having fruit and salads. We have a lot of bananas - fixed a number of 
ways. The latest way has been as a tart & it really tasted almost like an 
apple tart. Really good but of course fattening. Peg & I have become 
peanut butter addicts for breakfast. They also serve eggs but we decided 
that our cholesteral level would get pretty high if we ate them everyday. 

George Christian flew in today so we also received your letters from 
his bundle. 

---1 can see why you liked the Montagnard people. I'm finding them 
to be a most delightful group of people. They are always very cheerful & 
smiling. It is really nice to see the whole family take care of the person 
who is sick & also take care of the other members of the family. 

(Then she mentions Barb Svetlik & the shower project as above) Our 
biggest problem is getting the cleaning lady to unlock the showers. She 
really doesn't like to unlock it. Yesterday she would chase the people out 
of the shower while Barb was out looking for more people to take showers. 
When that didn't work she went out & turned off the water for the showers. 
We caught on fast though & made her turn it back on. 

In the evening at the end of the shift we check all the charts to make 
sure that all the meds have been given etc. The med nurses are supposed 
to hand in the charts at the end & then any meds missed we give them out. 
Wellthey'were being really smart & not going up into the walking wounded 
ward to give meds - just parking their cart outside around the corner & ex­
pecting the patients to find them. Well to make a story short as they were 
about to shove the cart back at the desk & sneal off I caught the guy & made 
him go back & get all the missed charts. He didn't care for that especially 
since he didn't get to go home for another Ii hrs. Peg said that today they 
didn't miss a single chart in walking wounded. I was really glad because 
we were having a real problem trying to find the' patients for their meds & 
then trying to get them to understand us. 

I guess they admitted around 40 patients with Falcip Malaria - most of 
the patients are from the Mang Buk Resettlement Village •. They are really a 
sick group out there. --Even though we get waves of homesickness when we get 
your letters we anxiously await the next one. Love, Mary 
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Excerpts from Peg's letter to her Grandparents, Sunday Feo.,9 

This is Sunday siesta time - very pleasant. Since the Sisters at 
the hospital are pretty much off on Sunday we come back ot the house for 
our meals & a substantial bre l3.k , leaving only one westerner to watch the 
hospital & I stayed last, so .hould have two or three weeks free. We have 
a little four year old girl in with either cerebral malaria or a severe 
systemic infection, & caring for her takes one person pretty much full time, 
so it's been quite busy. At this point, it looks to me that she couldn't 
possibly live, but I'm not familiar with disease here & have been surprised 
before. 

Sun. at 10 AM most hospital activity stops & mass is said. Ainar 
Johnson (KEF Board member) sent a tape with George Christian to record the 
mass, so I took my recorder with me this AM & had Barbara, who is Catholic 
& usually attends the mass, record it. The music is really beautiful, no 
piano or organ, just antiphonal chants between the priest & sisters. In 
fact that's what I'm listening to rightnow, in place of my usual 1812 Over­
ture, New World Symphony or Peter, Paul & Mary. 

Early this AM I went out with Senia, our Indonesian nurse, & a villager 
who had walked to the hospital to get the ambulance to pick up his friend 
who was sick. By the time we got there he was dead, & he wan't even sick 
till just before dawn this AM. He was a young man, looked to be only 25 or 
so, had five kids & his wife is pregnant. The wife was inconsolable, as 
was the friend who berated himself for not getting to us earlier. But the 
road between his village & the hospital is between the airport & a big 
ARVN base & is blocked at night with barbed wire. While he might have been 
able to talk his way through the guard.s, the ARVN are so anti-Montagnard I 
certainly don't blame him for not trying. Life is so full of hardship & 
misery for these peonle. Sometimes it still seems unbelievable to me that 
peoples such as the Montagnards & 20th Century nations such as the TJ.S., 
USSR, much of Europe can co-exist. I think we live in mutual blindness 
between the two societies. 

On leaving the village Senia decided we should stop at the ICeS com­
pound, very near to the village. The ICCS is supposed to be the organiza­
tion making sure the truce is being observed, & is made up of Poles, Hun­
garians, Iranians, & Indonesians. Senia is hoping that should the need to 
1eave arise, she can eet her kids out by sticking with the ICCS people. 
Since she is married to a Vietnamese, her kids are VN citizens & there's 
no legal way to get them out of the country at this time. I kind of doubt 
if ICCS can do much, either, but it's about the only hope she has left. Only 
the Indonesian and Iranian were at the compound, which was nice, as the 
Poles & Hungarians have always been quite cool to the MQ folks. So we sat 
& had cokes & pistachio nuts with the two officials who were delighted to 
have company. The Iranian was telling me how his job at home was very dif­
fmcult & he didn't get along well with his wife, so he was very happy to be 
htere, making double what his salary was in Iran, no wife to worry about & 
all he had to do all day was play ping pong & study some books he'd brought 
with him. He.was real~y a very likeable gue, but it's kind of irritating 
when you cons1der that theY're supposed to be the peace-keeping force of VN. 

George Christian arrived here Fri. Noon, came out to the hospital in the 
afternoon;& we almost had to drag him away when we left for home at 8 PM 
Fri. night. He told me Fri. he thought he'd only work t days for awhIle, 
but there he was Sat. AM giving anesthesia to a woman having a baby C section 
& he d~clined com~ng in at noon Sat., preferred working all day. Sun. ' 
there 1S usaally Just one western doc on after morning rounds & the others 
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are free to do as they please, but George insists he's going back with the 
rest of us this afternoort, as so many of the sick patients right now are 
kids. What a worker! But he's also a very nice person to work with. One 
of the Montagnards was havirtg trouble starting an IV this AM on a little 
one year old - probably the. hardest age of all, as they have a lot of sub­
cutaneous fat &: are extremely wiggly &: squinny. He came' &: got me, &: as I 
looked at all the veins he'd already tried &: missed on, I thought sure it 
was a lost cause. But George noticed my pondering, pointed out a vein I 
hadn't been seeing, just quietly gave mea few pointers&: I slipped the 
needle in, no problems. He's a tremendous .teacher - a nice guy to have 
around! 

After expectirtg to get in lots of Scrabble it turns out Pat has given 
up the game for a few months, &: most everyone else was playing just to please 
her. Maybe when George catches up on his correspondence ,which had really 
accumulated while he was off, he'll be ready for a game. I don't mind 
being without hot water, fighting mosquitoes, having not the best food I've 
tasted for the next year, but going without Scrabble for that long, I just 
can't see! 

At this point I seem to be blessed with a mouse in my room. Our female 
kitty is supposed to be a good mouser everywhere else, but every time I 
bring her in here she curls up on my bed, purrs, &: her fleas jump off her 
&: onto me. I have noticed some mouse traps down at the market maybe I 
should invest in one. On the other hand, thislittle mouse hasAttharmed 
me, maybe I should just leave him alone! 

This really has the feelirtg of the holiday season right now. The mar­
ket yesterday was filled with people buying their food for Tet,including 
specially dried fruit &: brightly colored candy. We fairly frequently get 
kids in with candy poisoning, as some of the ingredients in the candy are 
questionable - so I don't think I'll indulge in that! But it is nice to 
see people so festive. We even have a Tet tree in our dining room, the 
tradition being that if this particular kind of tree blossoms during Tet, 
the inhabitants of the house will have good luck all the next year. Actually 
ours is already in bloom, but I'm not going to let that worry me. I won't 
pass that on toTiger~hhough, as she tends to be superstitious! 

;)_, '> s,';,fer--tVl-Ia.,~ ':7het-y l 
r '--t. 



Excerpts from Peg's letters to Cheryl Feb. 1 &: 8 
My first day off &: I start off by writing a letter, just like any 

other day • ••••• • Today is the beginning of the month long vacation the 
kids get off for Tet. • • • • • Now it's about noon, &: I'm back from my 
photographic journey around Kontum City. Actually there were pictures I 
would have liked to have gotten, but there are many posted areas where it 
is prohibited. Since I can't read Vietnamese, I can't tell which signs 
say that &: which don't, but there are military people allover &: I don't 
want to risk taking pictures in the wrong place. Other places they just 
confiscate film. Here, they smash cameras I'm told. 

I started out going down main street Kontum, one of our two paved 
streets, &: always busy with hondas, 4-seater buses, bicycles, military 
jeeps. I've found you can buy virtually anything there - ainnail envelopes, 
,soap, toothpaste, toilet paper, Vietnamese brands, but I would think would 
~e acceptable. Then I turned into the Kontum Market. The outer stalls had 
pretty much the same type stuff, but what a conglomerate inside! The area 
is covered with dark canvas to provide a makeshift kind of roof, under 
which everything from Old McDonald's (or maybe I should say Phu Man Hue's)! 
People walk up &: down the stalls, point to the desired piglet or hen or 
duck, &: can take it with them or have it slaughtered right there. Once 
I got inside, I was sorry to be wearing my sandals! Women sit surrounded 
by huge bowl's of different grains, &: will sell them by weight in plastic 
bags. Most of the fresh produce is outside in back but there is some, &: 
outer leaves of lettuce, cornhusks, nondescript vegetable matter join the 
blood &: entrails on the floor. That I could. tolerate, but when I came to 
the very inner section, my stomach gave up. There were huge tables of 
dried &: fresh fish there, but the really nauseating smell came from large 
bowls of meat paste? fish paste? I don't know what it was, nothing I was 
familiar with, but. the smell added to the heat was too much for me, &: I 
almost knocked over four little ladies trying to make a dash for the out­
side &: fresh air. I had planned originally to buy lunch in one of the little 
stalls, but decided to wait for another time. I've been really very 
fortunate in having had no stomach upsets, I don't know why a smell should 
bother me so much, but I guess it did. Maybe that'll take my appetite away 
for lunch, which would be a blessing! I'm afraid I'll come home fat instead 
of skinny - almost everything is fried here. 

Back to my walk. I snapped pictures of lots of things along the way &: 
occasionally was approached by someone who wanted his picture taken. I 
didn't do that, as then they ask for money &: I just don't want to get that 
started. I· walked out to the Pleiku-Kontum road &: wanted to talk out to 
the bridge to get a shot of the Dak Blat River, but there is a check point 
before you reach that point&: the guard signaled me not to proceed, so I 
didn't argue. I think maybe he wanteo to see my ID (we have photostatR of 
our visas & passports) but I didn't want to press the issue. I 'm slowl~r 
:picking up Bahnar which helps at the hospital, but Vietnamese is all that 
is spoken in town &: by the military, so I still am just 'feeling my way around. 

Mary got our garden planted yesterday (her day off) so I went out this 
A.M. &: watered. Sure is easier to just turn on the snrinkler! There are a 
~imited number of w~ter spigot~ here, &: the watering can is quite small, so 
l.t takes about 20 m1.n. of runn1.ng back &: forth to get our tiny plot watered. 
Those watermelon will be worth it, though! Feb. 8 

Ye sterday was the bigge st mail day I've had. (actually only the sec ond. 
08.y I've gotten any). Some from Pleiku &: George Christian arrived yesterday 
with a couple of hand carried letters. Pat warned me that along with every­
thing else, mail service may stop for one month over Tet - that'll be hard on 
both ends of the letter business. 
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Today is my sec.ond day off. We don't have a really set schedule, but 
in general work six days one week, & then every two or three months it looks 
like people take two or three days off & go to Ban Me Thuot, orNha Trang, 
or Saigon for a break. While it's a good feeling not to have to go in to 
the hospital for a day, it's still not possible to completely get away from 
the hospital activities e.g. I woke up at 7:15 this AM as usual since that's 
the time the military music comes blaring out from the base across the street. 
So I had breakfast as usual with everyone else prior to their going to the 
hospital. A little later I'm going to run down to the market & buy some 
soap for the hospital & then after lunch I promised to take one of the kids 
from the hospital down to the bus station so John won't have to worry about 
it. Of course, even if I had the whole day free, there's not a lot to do, 
as it's possible to walk the total distance within the s~fe confines of the 
town in about Ii - 2 hours. There's a village north of here, Kon Mo Har 
which was safe through last December, is V.C. held right now, but may be 
swinging back the other way, & this is one the MQ staff often hike in to 
on a Sunday afternoon. Don't worry,I won't do that until I'm positive it's 
safe! 

I'll p:ive you a rundown of thi!" day's activities. I get up between 7 
& 7':15 & go out & water our garden after breakfast. We have squash, radishes, 
beets, carrots, green onions, lettuce & watermelon, all coming up already. 
I then walk to work & arrive between 8:30 & 9 AM. T try to listen iqon 
rounds in the leU, look over anyone who looks sick - I stlll'have so'much to 
learn! Our most common cause of admission is malaria, & 80~ of it. is the 
falciparum variety, the kind that causes cerebral malaria & blackwater 
fever (dark bloody urine, often fatal) The treatment of cerebral malaria 
includes the giving of IV quinine, a tricky task, sometimes leading to pro­
found shock, & requiring blood pressures every five minutes during its ad­
ministration. The Montagnard staff has it all down to a system, & are ree,lly 
very good at giving this, I still am a little apprehensive. I see all the 
pediatric patients with respiratory dis.ease, & run instituting some pulonary 
therapy, as we quite frequently see kids with atelec~asis from TB. Also I 
look over any small babies we have, try to work out a feeding program. 
Breast feeding is really essential here, & it's tricky sometimes to help 
the mom's milk supply up when the baby is too tiny or ill to suckle. Ive 
been surprised to find that we've had four infants with resp~ratory arrests 
since I've come, so I've felt right at home. I spent quite a bit of time 
with one little kiddo, brought to us from Province Hospital apneic, but 
felt some relief last Wed. When the baby had another respiratory arrest & 
wasn't found till too late to resuscitate. She was having seizure & spastic 
activity from admission, & I was against doing anything extraordinary for 
her from the first, but even here we havethe problem of the docs feeling we 
have the facilities & skill to maintain life, therefore we must try. As 
sad as the mother was at having the baby die, she used to come in & watch 
the baby seize, & shake her head & cry. I think she knew how bad off her 
baby was. Most of the AM I'm spending working with the aides, trying to 
get down a routine of AM care. We have no shortage of water here, & in the 
kitchen house they keep two 10 gallon (?) t'tbs sitting right in the fire so 
we have plenty of hot water. SO.I try to w~r-k with the aide assigned to the 
ICU for the day & ~-D'iakEr- sure "rvetry patient-~·g.ets a basin of warm water &we 
either wash him or if possible show his family how. Bathing is not part of 
the culture here other than going down & splashing in the river, but the 
inactivity of illness plus three months of dirt (it's the cold season, no 
one has been to the river for a long time) leads to frequent skin breakdowns 
even of child~en & young adults, & I'm hoping vigorous bathing, back rubs, 
frequent turn1ng can help alleviate it. We just have bed frames with straw 
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mats on them, no sheets, so WP. don't do any bed changing. We have lunch 
around 1 or 1:30 & unless there's an emergency, sleep or read or write 
letters till 2:30. Then the docs have 'heir clinics & we do whatever we 
want, help with ambulating patients, range of motion. etc. My Bahnar isn't 
good, but it is coming! We've got a large shower house, too, & encourage 
the patients to use it, since it's really very warm in the PM. Even if they 
can't affori soap when they return home, exposure to a bath doesn't hurt 
them! From 4 - 5 we have a Banhar lesson & then start finishing up for the 
day which takes 2 - 3 hours! The med nurses pick up all the charts as they 
give their 6 PM meds, & we go through & see that all the day's meds have 
been given, order Malaria prophylaxis on everyone, check temperatures & 
blood pressures which are recorded, but rarely reported, note if the patient 
has been on ahtibiotics or anti-worm meds for long enough & write notes to 
the docs on them. This tends to be our b,g admit time, also, & finding beds 
can be a problem. Throughout the day we see any admits that come in, decide 
if they need a doc or can wait, order lab work, any stat meds (A.S.A., 
demerol, valium) we think necessary. Then we each take turns staying over­
night at the hospital to help with anything the Montagnard staff can't handle. 
Sometimes you can sleep all night, other times you're up all night. Even 
on a quiet night we usually make rounds at 11 PM & around 3 AM which means 
a full day! On nights we don't stay over, we get home between 7 & 8 or 8:30 
occasionally. After dinner is either ping pong or sometimes just letter 
writing, reading, going to bed. Mary & I play cribbage some, but I haven't 
dug out the Pit game yet, somehow I don't know if the others are the Pit 
type, but maybe • 

..• 1 have bread & peanut butter for breakfast (I just can't go 14 eggs 
a week), & lunch & dinner consist of either fried or stewed meat, invariably 
rice, often potatoes, sometimes spaghetti, sometimes but not always a veget­
able, & occasionally sal~d. Fruit tends to be only ban!'3.nas, although Pat 
go+: after +:he cook, so this l~st week we also had pinea:pple /?c pap2l.ya. 
Nothj_ng is really distasteful - Ive just been spoiled by eood old RB cooking, 
I think! 



Excerpts fro.J',g.s letter to Dale"'Feb.'-~er>"l.""~t 
---Have you ever had banana pie? Minh-Quy was given 50 tons of flour, 

so at present we're having lots of baked goods, around here. The other 
night one of the sisters brought tarts over she'd made with a filling of 
chopped bananas mixed with a very small amount of sugar & baked. I he.ve a 
feeling the bananas were fairly green, as thp.y nidn't cook (lown to mush & 
weren't terribly sweet. Really very good, although I have a feeling wild 
blackberry pie would have to rate just a little higher on my listL The 
sisters A.re also baking rolls to give to the Montagnard pAtients & their 
families. Apparently the flour is very soft milled, & the rolls are heavy 
& extremely chewy, but the people love them. I pity anyone who drops one 
on his toes though - it would probably fracture it! 

That this is a strange country strikes me over & over again. MQ had 
sent a 12 year old boy down to Saigon for treatment of Hodgkip's disease 
at the Seventh-day Adventist Hospital. He originally did well, then about 
two months ago He started to deteriorate & they decided to send him back 
here to die. Then we heard nothing till yesterday, one of our nurses re­
turned from a few days off in Saigon, & the boy had died, & the hospital 
was waiting for us to send 770,000 piasters Air Viet Nam was requiring to 
send him home. That's over $1,000, more th,an our hospital payroll! Air 
VN says they have to charge that much as it is inconvenient to carry a 
body since their employees are all superstitious. What a bribe! ~ruck 
traffic has slowed to a stop now till after Tet & that's a long way to go 
by truck, since there's no embalming here either. So here's a poor family 
who wants their son back & what can be done for them? I don't know. 
That's a lot of money! 

Gradually I'm catching on to the routine here. Combining a new cul­
ture, new language, & new medical problems means a lot to swallow at once. 
Malaria doesn't seem as strange, & I saw my first case of possible plague 
yesterday, & we've had several chroh haks, so starting IV's in a hurry is 
becoming routine. Since we really have quite a large staff, both western 
& MontagnErd nurses right now, & an abundance of water, we're really stress­
ing showering & bathing to the patients. While many villages are too far 
from water to use it for bathing much & most are too poor for soap, shower­
ing while they're in the hospital can't hurt them & they really enjoy it! 
In the morning we're concentrating on the bedridden, as their skin really 
breaks down quickly from the combination of dirt & pressure of lying down 
cO'ltinually. Then in the afternoon when it's warm & a cold shower actually 
feels refreshing, we get as many people as will come into the shower house. 
Most have never seen washcloths, some have never seen soap & they're really 
funny to watch as they check them out. We have a problem getting them to 
take their clothes off, as they'rp. used to jumping in the river with them 
on, that way everything is washed all at once. But once they get in, 
most really enjoy themselves. In fact one lkttle boy I thought really 
looked familiar & I asked him if this was "ham dak bar" for the day, & he 
said no, it was "h~ dak peng" - shower #3, not 2! 

Even I've grown quite accustomed to cold showers - by evening I feel 
so hot & dirty, I think I'd take one, even if it were pouring out ice cubes! 

Well, I should go out for anohher walk this afternoon. (her day off) 
There's a relatively small area available for walking around here, but the 
scenery is still new enough to me, I don't mind retracing my steps. This 
morning I stopped by a cemetary where the grounds keeper was repainting the 
decorations on some of the Buddist shrines. Scott was telling me that 
after the 1972 Tet offensive the town, including the cemetaries, was run 
down & filled with rubble, & that in the spirit of national interest in the 
past year the people have cleaned ul" the garbage, refinished house fronts, 
putting cemetaries backin order. People are also buyine land again around 
Kontum, which is q hopeful sign. 



Exceryts frOm'eg's letters to !lRrents & grandparents 2-13, 20, 23 & 27 

The hospital is really busy right now, 320 'Patients a8 of lBst nie;ht.. 
We're alrea~y doubling up kids in beds, which isn't too satisfactory as 
generally a whole family shares a bed, & if you have two different kid.s in 
one bed, you may well have two whole familiefl. W"llkine; wounded is full t.o 
the point of no more room inside for lying ~OV\lTl, so people are stretched 
out all O'.1er t.he hospital grounds - including one lady who was asleep in front. 
of the door to the sleep room till I got up A.t ? A..1V! & stepped on her. 

r'f'od~~r T got my first Montagnard bracele~ from. one of our· patient8, 
which was A. real tre"l,t;. • • • • I' d heen feel1ng had for t'he mother of the 
Ii ttle b"l.hy who arrested yesterday & d,ied during the night. That baby was 
anmi tted two days after we A:rri ved, ,% we never cOl1~d dptermine just whEtt her 
11m€: problem was, nor were WP e'Ter B.ble to do fmythine: for her. Through her 
whole stay mother was ver:! eracious & grateful for our care, & I felt veT"lJ. 
close to her, 13.1 though we never could communicate verbally. She had to wa't. 
till this A.M. fot' anI" of us to drive her hack to Mang la, her village, & 
when I arrived this morning she came over to me & placed the deadbaby in 

, my arms, apparently wanting me to hold her one last time also. She was 
\\ reall v a beautiful person. 

,. (to grandparents) Congratulations - yours WA.S t.he 1 etter which first 
came throuP'h after t.he Tet hold on mail. ?t week<:!l was ~. long time to eo 
without it; I must say! •••• Yesterday was truly a goo1 day! Instead 
of hurrying through breakfast as per usual I SA.t back, le1surely enjoyed 
my bread & peA'nnt butter & }u'td an extra cup of coffee while writing my 
d.fdly letter • • • about 11 AM Mary, who WRS also off fnT' tht"> day, & I 
d.ecided to w8,lk downtown for lunch. On the way we stopped at a photographic 
studio wheT'e Thad .1 more pictuT'efl taken, something ahont the Kontum nolice 
chief .J?r TTSATTI representattve neea. pictureR of UR to reeister our existence 
here in town. 

There are a lot of 8mB]l cafe type placeR in Kontum, having 4 - '6 t~:thles 
& cases of food out in the open. Our waitress, (!,etermining we spoke no 
Vietnamese, painstakinf;ly wrote out on a piece of paper "What you eat?" 
'fl'or Ifl.c'k of a better system, we looked around at what others were eating, 
It poiYlten emt fT'orn another's food what we wanted. We ended up with a big 
bowl of rice, a plate of lettuce & other fresh greens with a saucer full of 
Phnuoc Mum (fi.sh sauce & red peppers) to dip them in, a bowl -of soup, pro­
bably weak chicken broth with chunks of carrots, onions, .& 7,ucchini squash 
in it, a spicy nrd0entified kind of meat in ~. s~luce, something like curr:!, 
hut not exactly, & a chowrnein type dish with green stalks, slicen water 
buffalo & tomatoes. Not really like chow mein, I guess, it didn't have any 
noodles or bean sprouts. We ate Vietnamese style, too, each of us puttinF 
rice in 9 bowl & then dipping into all the other dishes with chopsticks. 
Since I'm so fond of Mexican food, I'm really enjoying the spicy VN food. 
There seems to be many different kinds of phnuoc mum here & the VN rate the 
fishiest as the heRt, while I much prefer the spicy, nonfish kind. The whole 
meal cost us $1.00 for the two of us, & I have the feeling we naid much more 
for our food than anyone else in the shop, but it still seemed reasonable, 
& I hate to quibble over prices with these terribly pOIJr people. 

Ffter lunch we set out walking down the KontumPleiku road & turned 
right at the Plei Xar turn off heading toward the leprosarium. We didn't 
know exactly how far A,S we' a heard that it was anywhere from 5 -8 kilometers 
from home, but after about an hour's walk we arrived at the eates, The 
grounds are just beautiful, very clean, & filled with flowers & shrubs. The 
outer fieldR are filled with banana trees, & within the grounds are rwws ~ 
rows of palm trees, fielns of pot;"l,toes, wild orchids, lilies, milk fruit 
trees. The buildings are of stone, many of them whitewashed & immaculately 
clean. A1most all the building has been d.one through the yearR hy the pa­
tients there, & they are obviousl~JT ~ rightfully ",roud of their accomplishment.s. 
SIster Marie camp out to T)1pet us & showed us throu.Q'h some of the buildinP"R. 
There ~lre 300 patients & 360 depenclents or sihlings or patients staying e •• 

on the p:rounds. They have school rooms for kids startinp' from three years 
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of age, very well equipped & decorated with naintinp-'s done b,r a natient 
tht!>re. The younger children usuaily stay in' the Rame huts as their parents, 
the older ones tend·to sleep in the donns provided, although family life 
is still encouraged. The Montagnards in general were much better clothed 
& nourished than thoRe in the average village, & all seemed happy with 
their life there, although certainly they woula. not have chosen to have 
leprosy. Sister Cecelia, a nurRe there, took us in the dispensary where 
a patient who had been at Minh-Quy for a month was still recovering, & 
she ereeted us as long lost friends. Very gratifying. Then we were just 
ready to Rtart the long walk back when Sister Marie suggested we sit down 
for a few minutes & enjoy some fresh spring water with her. She asked if 
we liked milkfruit, & pR.ve us two of the juiciest, sweete8t milk fruit 
I've tasted. These are either ~reen or purple (two different varieties) 
Rhaned. & sized like apples. '1'0 eat you cut them in half & scoop the puln 
out from around the seeds. The pulp is white & juicy & sweet & very re­
freshing. Seeing how much we enjoyed them, Sister brought in a plate of 
dried bananas. They're a little too sweet for me, but I managed to down 
it anyway. Then she rushed out again, we heard her rustling around & she 
returned with a plate of fresh dried coconut & another kind of fruit, 
shaped & sized much like a dqte & sticky but less sweet thaY1 q date. EVAr"J­
thin.::" we cYln't finisn she wrap'Ped up & sent home wi +~ us for tnp othf'rs, 
S!?yinc: that lVT:inh-Quy & the lepro!'!!arium were just two parts of the 8P.me 
family, She also ;nY1.ted us to stay at the leprosarium at any time f'C' .... 
~orn~ P Pr R from Minh-0HY. I might take her up on that some day! 

0,.., the way home we met 8.nother Montagnard family returning home after 
a six week stay at Minh-Quy, & they, too, greeted us like royalty. It's 
takine: me 8. while to ~ort these people out, but I Runpose since there are 
so few whites here, we're easy to keep track of. 

After a refreshine- (thl'lt' s another way "f e8:~.rine: colo) showeY' I TlITaR 
relaxine; &: re8JJing when the liehts went out" this timenot' just our com­
pound's but the whole town's. So we had dinner by candlelight, which seemeo 
to put everyone in a jov:i.al mood. Taking advantA.ge of this I dragg~d out 
my Pit game, & even by candlelight it was an instant Ruccess. By 10 PM 
the lie;hts were working again, & we were all sitti-rC': arounn ~njoying each 
other's company &: some tea & coffee. All in all it was a good day, a good 
break from the usual routine of work. 

Right now we are being bombarded with patients with falciparum malaria, 
manY'with cerebral involvement. I spent most of the day with a little two 
or three year old girl who was brought in at 11 AM having been unconscious 
for 24 hours. Her Ll' r.ame back unremarkable & her malaria smear Rhowed 
falcip, so we began treatment for cerebral malaria. She rapidly developed 
respiratory depression, so it was nice to ha"ITe Geor£,e Christian A.rou-rn t:o 
intubate her. !-le's so calm & easy going about everything. He's also an 
excellent tea.cher, talk",d me through myfirst LP on this little girl, not 
bothered that I was slow or anything. As PA.t !=lays, he's 8. Y'~A.l gem! Anyw8e;r, 
the little girl is fA.irly stable now although Rhe haf' little in the way of 
respirations apart from the ventilator. This may well be from the valium 
necessary to control hpr se:i.zures, 13.1 thongh whatever the reason, it is not 
ar:,ood. sign. Her pare-r+s are two of the most primitive peorlp I've ever mmt, 
aYlfi ~Tet they obvirmsly are devoted to her & are reA.lly quite lovable. These 
I'eople are Sed~ne, common among the pB.tients as the Mane Buk people are 
Sedang, hut few of the Rtaff can spea.k it. Add a langw:te;e barrier to a 
grea.t deal of r.oYlceTIl, & you get a pretty irrational, hard to deal with 
set of "!1arents. When their dauehter hao a temp of 105" she was shakint'; ~ 
they felt 8he was chilled, 80 ever;r timf:' we left t11.em alone with her, the~r 
covered her with a big wool hlanket. What really amazed me (& could have 
been dangerous) was to find them stuffing rice both through the hole & 
around her oral airway. Fortunately she has A. nasal tracheR.l tuhe in or thev 
prohabl~r would he.ve stuffed some throngh that & she would have han a rice U 

aspirA.tion pneumonia.. But tonight both narents have been a lot of he In in 
caring for her. T showed her father how~ to use her emhu ha.c; & when we ~ hao 
b change the oxygen tank powering her respirator he was the one who stood 

& ba .. ed her f 1 mi ' on at: hpl ni 1"10' +1"\ +" ........ no .... 9. 
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keep her cleaned up, once we got the first l~,yer of grime off. Herdr~t:i,T",-
in.r: left ear had been packed with cow manUit"p - that nearly gagged me clean­
ing that ont! I just wish I could talk to these people, hut even Bahnar 
d,oesn't heIr with th~ Seaang. 

Eyce~ts from Peg's letter to Cheryl Feb. 15 & 22 
Something's wrong with the electricity here at the house, so we're 

getting along with c8,ndlelight after dark right now, rather inconvenient J 

as I always have my windows open, & every 20 or 30 minutes, a bree7.e comps 
UP &- blow8 out the cendle. But it isn't as inconvenient here as it is at 
the hospital where the electricity is always turned off at midnight. We have 
kerosene lamps that we leave at strategic spots hut it'R re8.11y pretty dim. 
Not only is it hard to spe the patients, but our cenSllS is at a record high 
right now, & as they all stretch out on the floor around the heds, I walked 
from patient to patient stepping on people both Wed. & Thurs. nights. 
Wi thin the past week we've had four patients with endo trachaal tubes &: orv:' 
with a trach, &. trying to maint:3i.n any kind of sterile technique is difficult, 
Particularly in the dark. So far only one of them has died, a little four 
year old girl with cerebr::!,l malaria or massive septicemia, we never could 
isolate any organism from CSF by gram 8tain, nor find any malaria on smear, 
& we don't have any culture facilities. And I think we'll lose the woman 
who arrested yesterday & was resuscitated. She's pro~ably only in her 
30's, but has TB, became suddenly 4yspneic yesterday noon, had a C-P arrest. 
She finally responded to 1-0 epinephrine & massage, but required a respir­
ator for ventilation & pupils never returned to reactivity. She was also 
requiring an isuprel drip to keep her blood pressure up to 70, & by the time 
we left the hospital at 8 PM, we only had 12 ampules of is'U.prel left, so I 
would think her time has run out. 

We also lost a 26 year old man to cancer of the pancreas yesterday. 
Actually he didn't die at Minh-Quy, bU.t he was in extremis so at 6 PM 
Marion loaded him & his family into the van & took himback to the village so 
he could die with his own people aborlt him, a much desired thing around herp. 
Cancer has always seemed liln~ an ;u.nfair disease, but even more so here where 
the rerrple T'ontinely snffer from malaria, TB, anemia, malnutrition • 

• • • • Mary, Senia &- I went downtown last night to Senia's husband's 
coffee shop for Vietnampse coffee - really good. You're brought a glass 
with a layer t inch thick of sweetened condensed. milk (it's thick & carqmf'llv 
not grained like ours) & a tin of w~ter on a filter. After 2 or, min. tl-te ' 
water begins to seep through the filter & coffee beans & is very thick & 
pungent. When it is all down youstir it up, add hot water, & drink. It's 
very thick &: rich, just faintly sweet & creamy. "Delicious! It's also ver'lJ 
£,:ood to have an eveninp.- awa~T from the compou.nd, even thouf,h we all seem to 
get alon?: well. We have 3 new neople stayinf with us, sponsorpd by CARE. 
Dr. Connolly, the head of their Ilroject, used to be in charge of the VPVN 
program. The other two nurses are from Ontario, Canada, al thom:rh Marie is 
comine here directly from 4 years in Afganistan. I've asked. her about her 
work there but she's very quiet, almost withdrawn, so I haven't found oU.t 
mnch ahout it. These CA.B.E people Are n'oinp' to he working on settin9: un a 
Vill~p:e HeA.l th Worker nrOP'ram for our oll.tlvinp' ftreas. The~.r wj.ll be haldin!'" 
classes ::!t Minh-Quy for their trainees ber'ore sending them" out to thf' ~. 
villages & we're hoping to be able to join forces & add some educational 
programs for our employees also. Anyway, I rather enjoy having more people 
around, makes for more interesting conversation at dinner. 
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Excerpts • Peg's letter to Red &: Syl Wed. !feb. 12 

Anotherfe .. ture'~ the~~rJg is the Voice of America news broadcast. I 
can rem_liar .vis1'it_:At~;¥OA" ~fioe in Bwt&pest in ~967a:llavj.:ngour tour 
guidet&l1,u.s hOlf:'$.rAPOl'll .. tfts"br.tla#.oastswereto the Jloriil,e.o:t AlItericans in 
the east. 'but I dic1nt t re~ apP78ciat1l w)1at he Was ttBfil'lgt;ill llQW. When 
the . eleCt~ic i ty is off: in4: tb:. AI: . or the ~io is distorted enough we can 't hear 
the news, we reUl,. f •• llostup here. As the borders of the no'rttl have crept 
further&: f\1rther .eo1l'ttl,l:Q1'lt.haa beQ ... ore &~ote isolated •. '~he big joke 
around here is tha.t'SAigon"'eot'1l.4 tal.l&X9n'ta woulctnft hear abClu·t it for 2 wks. 

2 PM Siesta tiae. Yest8~:_e th" beg1.u,ng o'f!it, ,& despIte a little 
uneasiness r ___ eringthe off.~$..ves of P.~ 'f.eta, it arrived quietl¥ $pd 
calmly. I"" :".ort of half a~' atJllic!n.i.ptMOl'l. "n1;pt & heard the <opnons 
being s)lo~totf in honor of the nQW 7~a.r, 'but that 1J8,. aJ.l. Both ~esl~aJ' &. 
this.o~DI en the wa, to wQrk;t.h.eroad:w&s filled with Vietnamese 4".88d 1n 
their:tinee~ clothes, going outvis::t:i?-ltN. On the first day of 'ret the tradi­
tion'is, to go out &: visit ones olo ... t'it-iends & rela1iives. On the second 

. mo" distant friends & relatives are' vi'i,ted. On the th~rd, people areeup­
podd to stay home 80 Qthers 'Can COlll~.'&;.vi,:si t them. ThelQgic of this tradi­
tion esaapes me, but l"m toldtha1;,'s 'ho1r'it is. After 'the 3 days of Tet, tben, 
people are supp~E:lea. togo back to "on, aJ;thqugh I ~eJis i tgenerally extends 
to longer than that. 'Ihe po'at o.ffiee worke:rs in par,tic1llar seem to take much 
10ngeI:' off,a tfep.8fJSl:i1B tbellglitter .e!Whi>lethe14ontagnard,sdo~'t celebrate 
Tet, they ar,e aware of it, &: theataff' all have gOne out of t~e~r .. ~ to pre­
sent the westerpers with food 8: 400dies. Itve reallr enj~7ed the.;".td:f!P.el;on, 
coconut, milk fruit, jackfndt,& p.,paya. StioQ .~oe,apo,t~r,'.f.t, $Jfee~ty 
made of very glutinousrice,bea.n 01;¢d .&suet I haven't really S4«l;JU;,..4. a 
taste for, but those who've ,been hen for quite a while seem toenj-oy it. It 
must grow on you, I guess. 

The MOl'ltagnarda are predominently Roman Catholic, a: so holy d8¥s & sundays 
are all celebrated wi th malJ"es here. . Toilay is ,Ash Wllb,es!if.Q' , so we'had a ' 
speoialmass. I ca.n't)mde.~stana:er).o.cn· Bahnar tomb. what the ,sermon is about" 
but I alW8.1s thorougl1l".e11J91. the Jlult1c. The:r.'s no piano 'or o~gan,j,ust the .l 
priest & nuns singing & the'respoJiSea'of the lX'stenera, but it's reaJ,lybee:.utifull 

I'm still having,ast~e with the Bahnarl~e, & it really gets 
frustrating, but _U8~~ at't;t:mes. Ye.sterday a mine victim wasbro.ught in, 
badly injured, need~d lots of ca+e~diat.ly. Out-a4m.t't-ICU ax-eais right 
out in the open &wbene\rer~tli;li1g . out of 'the or41~~ is· gpillg on, every 
ambulatory patient & his ;o:r6 famil7 members st'a)ld.s ail\'und to watch. 'rllat' s 
what happen(d yesterday 'wi ththis poor .grq.&: th" staff c~d hardly even get 
cl08.e to him. nanthishaflenswe 8e.~,r8.lly wave o'Q.1:liands 'aFolUld & yell 
"oie, oie", which ine~ "g(i~. ' Well, my Balu:lar .ei~ what it is, I was yelling 
"will, wihat which m.eans "come" & thepo,or J{ontap&rds didnt t 1o;I.ow what to· do. 
Most of them just stood around & gi.ggled.· 19u&s8 I sti+l need a 11 ttle 
study of Babnar! !rhurs. Mar'. 6 
Dear Mom & Dad, . 

. -We had ~ or 5 extremely busy days. (nights for D1e.~i:J.l yesterday). but 
thl.ngs look a ll.ttle slower no.. ,Real17 1t was kind of h.orous.Each 'W we'd 
think that. it just. c0'44n~t get any busier, & each day, somethirlg new w6u;Ld l\appen. 
S~turda7 . night I l1ter8.,);ly ran~-t.e whol.e n,i.~b.t •• fi"Il7:~:Io~a;ico14,&;'-taateless 
d1nner at 9P1l & that was Jll3Fc break tor the night •••• 1re wcrked with',,a little 7 
yr. VietnsDlIUle boy. He hadap~rentlY been at PJ"ovince Hosp., bad been comatose 1 

24 ~ours, & had been given lots Of meds,lot~'of -IV fluids, jUJJ.t; what we had 
no 1dea.. Lab !fOrk gave us noel.ue so he .was t·reated both forJlleningitis & 
ce~ebral malar1a, also shpc)c & fluid overload. Every time we started his' IV 
qU1nine, we completely lost a blood pressure, so I started pouring in isuprel 
from. our extr~ely sh0:t supply •. Despite a really all out effort,- 'flon. eve. 
hf! d1ed, leav1tlg us st11l wOJld~rl.ng vrhat he had. Unlike so many VN patients, 
h1~ f~1ly was cOJ:lCel1lJ4. bt;~~always courteous, & even when he died, .they 
ma1nta1ned an adm1rable ligna ty - a good expenence for us to have them. 
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Dr. Baker has b~en spendi;ng, lots of time arranging for two of our em- . 
ployees to go to ·scb:ool,at, the13~ther' s' School at Bien Hoa. Vietnam is a 
country hOJel.essly mired &own in p~p$rsf,·which is often a problem for the 
lfontagnards. In the pO,o;r:-er villages ",l¥:tchare almost totally illiterate, no 
papers are kept, &: thoQgli usuall)' thesep~ople 'Wouldn't be coining to lI1Q to 
work or go'on to school, lack of ID is stUl a problem. Then,duto the 
resettlement the f{ontagnards have beel:\,'llOveil to &: the circ\1lllstances under 
which they have mQved" many of 'tit. It ... l'Ost, what 'papers they had. .ll1d 
changing one's n,uae is quite c-'Oll- ;here',"u' that's a way of possibly avoid­
ing the milit~r,y. However, bydoi~ that, you lose any record of previous 
sbhOOliDgI "hich> is what kept one of our nUJ"ses out, of the program atlha 
Trang. y. l;18lJ:y even if the perBoll has all his identificatio,npape,rs, to get 
some of'thesohool records in closeda;reas takes a court order, a mest dif­
ficult time-consuming ,task. Bllt lj:a is really' committed to 'ed\lcation for 
thea,e people, &: that, does seem to be the only thing of lasti~ vaJ.ue we can 
lea.,.e them. More on his "world~ vacatiol:1" - today he' sh~ad1~ down to 
Pleim &: then hopefully Quil'lh01J,,' depel1dii1g, on what trapspotta tion is available, 
to look over the pediatric ward, 1i~,.Sd hopafull.y'we can begiu building 
ours soon. While we're crowded ill,' genera;L, the pediatJlic 1;eds ,in ~art~c~ar 
are far too few, &: having a new. ward f"or tl1em woul.d:. be a b1g hi!p 1n g1 V1ng 
the other specialties room to spread out also. 

Malaria remains at nearly epidemic proportions, particularly at Rang Buk. 
This has been a week of card~ac arrest patients, &: today was no eXgeption. 

except maybe even sadder than usual. The first woman is 28 yr. old (approx.) 
&: has be~n treated for malaria for 3 days. This noon she was found with no 
heartbeat, although sl!1e regained a pulse with massage, no epinephrine. But 
she's been seizuring ever Since, & we can't stabilize her blo-9d pressure, the 
worst part is hel' 4 kids 7 yr old & under including a 3 mo. old baby. 
They've stood beside her & watched thEl whole thing, &: to see the 7. yr. old 
care for the younger ones is just heartbreaking. I finally took time out & 
found a crib for the baby, her brother looked so tired from carrying her 
around. The lady may pull through, but I don't have a lot of hope. 

There seems to be some increase in war acti vi ty, &: !Contum has had in­
coming rockets at times this past week. However, on no occasion Dve they 
been close to either the house or the hospital, &:they've cau~dlittle dis­
ruption in our lives. We usl18l.ly listen to the' Voice of America J18wsbroad­
cast ~n the AlI & some of the news items havt;' been quite pess1.m:t.'~c·both.re 
the H1ghlands &: VN as a whole. We are keep1rJg cl.ose track of what the 81 tu­
ation both here &: 'in Saigon is, & I have no plans to stay if &: when it seems 
reasonable to leave • 

•••• The hospital census has been running 300 to 350 - a record high. 



• Sunday March 16 
Dearest Mom &: Dad, , 

I sincerely :bope you received my. cable of yesterday &: have known for 
sev,ral. 1aJ8 now w. are safe &. "e~.,lfone of my last ~eek's lett~rsgot out of 
ICOlltUlJl,ptobably just aswel:l:as our situation changed so much si~ce then. I 
p:rbbablJ won't write to B.lV'Otle else for a few days, 80 I' d app:rec'+.ate your shar- 1 
irig this with those you rtelap~ropriate & pa~sing on word of our whe~eabouts. 
to'8AV who ihoul! ask. However, I feel any news to KHP should come from Pat 1n­
stead of. 

S . you kn.o", we are sace, I hope:iIy" clescT,iption of this wee.k's events 
is not ~~rly UP1l:.tting or alarming. It'·'8,'b,.,p another e:xam:{)l.e of the fact 

.'. there's~wa;rl!l soiae good mixed iil nth the :))&'4. Last Sunday (it feels like a 
year ago, n~,.t just one week! Ed ':tolle, om- ~J;D representative camew. the 
COJllpound&: warn.d Pat the S1 iuation in tblt H1ghlands seemed to be detenarating. 
He af;lked us81l to have an eVaQution bag' r4lla,dy with essential papers 8: belong­
ings, sOilething we've all had sinee before Tet •• onday AM the Kontum police 
chief. c_e out' to MiJlh-Quy &: told. WI . Ban ". Thuot had fallen&: that he'& his 
f_1y wereleaving immediat(tly. By1l0n .• Jll:i.dafternoon KontUDlCity ~was d,B,erted, 
not';'a shop was open.·' !rhe road to o~ ,o.,ewd.' was jammed 'nth 'peop~e 'lilTing to 
ge,t to the b8.Dkacross the st~etprio;r ,'to l(;N.\ViI'lg town. Tuesday Pat asked the 
qARE nurses &: Barb Svetlik, who supports a.n.4 mother, ,if they would leave on 
the courier '1e4nes4ay, taking Det & Wir with,:'them. Dr. Tolle was so anxious to 
get them out, he got a epecial pl.e "~'t.:~_ftay&:Johrl H&vi-can left also 
for a quiqk tri~ to check on his ~e ill ..-:!rang &: scroupg,·· sUpp;L1es for us,i 
(Ph71lis 'had left Mo~ay on a previously" a4tledw.ed trip to' tue a patiept to 
Nha Trang &: Xonta.gnard stud'Qnts to Saigon,..·When she left she said she . doubted 
if she'd. be able to' return.) . Wedxlf1}sday Dr. Lussier left - he has awite & child, 
&:has been extremely ne~oWJ about the war. By this tim8c we were getting short 
of supplies, as we've been cutoff by road from Qui Nhon since liarch 4. The 
whole town was becoming worried about lac~ of food (or I should say those who 
stayed - all who could affo~ . it had already . got to Pleiku to try to get a. ride 
on Ai,r Vietnam. The .air ticket pri.ce Plein to Saigon j\1lllped from 4 to 30,000 
piasters overnight.) The boarding school decided it was time to send their stu­
dents hOme, but the Ban lie ~huot - D.ar Lac kids COu:Ldn't go of cOurS(t, &: when 
they tried to send the Phu Bon st~dttnts holae, 'we, realized that had fallen also, 
without a fight. By then we ~ew there were ten missiona.ries, mainly Christian 
Missionary tl.liance, stranded in Ban Me Thuot with two NVA tanks park;ed' outside 
their caBpound. That afternoon an Air Vietnam plane was shot down outside of 
Plelkukilling all passengerS. Thursday we learned one of them was Mac of the 
New Zealand Red Cross Team, P1eiku. TheY've been extremely good friends to liinh­
Quy, providing us with supplies, hospitality, &: we generally got together every 
week or two. The New Zealand. _bassy ordered all their peqple . out but Marion &: 
Ed decided they would stay any1l&Y. Pleiku was being regularly rocketed, but Kon­
tum just had occasional harrassme.nt type incoming maybe two or three times a day. 
We still felt no great personal danger, but to be safe, Senia &: her two kids left 
for Saigon along with Dr. Connolly :who was ordered to leave by CARE. I can see 
holl' diso:rganized my mind is. Tuesday we all moved ov.t to the hospital to (1) keep 
us all together in case of evacuation; (2) keep. us from having to drive by the 
airport so often as that!s where some C?f the rockets. werea~ed &: (3) the hospital 
was really ':later since the ~in rocket1l'lg was aiaed 1n town.. Things were cramped 
at the hOSP1 tal but by Thursday night we only had three doctors, three nurses &: 
a great feeling of closenesll &: oamaraderie had deve~opecl. cBut Friday was bleak. 
John ~rrive~ back from Saigon. He'd found his wife safe but Kerr,y, ·'who headed 
~lle p1g proJect &: has peen a gO,od friend to us all, was not as luolty. His wife 
1S MonttlgJ!lsrd 8: they' vel>een working on getting her out of the country. They needed 
one last paper,' &: she had gone to Ban Jle Thuot to get it. No One has heard from 
or of her 'since, & Kerry is sick with grief. Friday afternoon we learned that in 
the fall ofPhu Bon Pather Dijon, ha,dbeen captured - his seventh tim.e. Tl1en, 
wo;rse news. A French prieatl;lad escaped from Ban 1Ie !rhuot &: walked· the 45 km to 
Pleiltu. He was nearly out of his mind when he arrived ~ told. of' what happened 
there. The NVA ran their tanks through the streets 8: slaughtered, he Baid, thou-
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sands &: tho~.san4so:f~.' .. 0 .. P.l .. ft .....•.... Do.~ .. " ..••.• 'hPA7.: ... Bon &: Ban Me Thuot are resettlement 
areas for XOll'luJA 's{~~.) •• n~%,ds:, &: by then we . real:Lz.ed the si tu-
a'U.Qn lQQked griJD. 'lb.,. ~llW1I' aTe' ,~'tb.r ~ng away or they're so·· disor­
gani.ed they can't defend,'the~r arllas. E1tner way, the NVA are .goiDgthrough 
and killing people en aaSJJ,8. Friday night all electricity in KODtum &: the 
military oompound was .d.iseontinuedpermuently (it wa~ already'downto 12 
~ours a. day) & .to avoid being'. tlle oz4.l~ .. ;L~ .. ·te4 target, 'Minh-Q~ d. is.continued 
l.ts generator also eXcept for" ll.oure'fe"r. tl1e x-ray use. We sat in the 
dark &: lis:telled to the VOA & B:ec neWt, &.:r~ized .the end was cOJaiQg. 10 PM 
Friday night Pat came in our rQ9Il & taJ.ked' for a few m.inutes &: the. on the 
way out sa14 .. 'd be leaving on .o~ay's coUrier. We agreed &: no one said 
much more ~11d night (see letter 12) 
(Please rem~~r Peggy is just telling what ~as told to her - probably ex­
~gerated.' First letter arrived 3-22-75, letter #2 3-27-75 with a third one) 
#2 
Dear Mom &: Dad, 

Hope these l~tters reach you the same day! Anyw~, to continue! Friday 
night was by far the most incoming we've had, & each rocket was answered with 
a barrage of outgoing. The outgoing base is very close to the hospital, so 
it was extremely noisy. No roekets came close to us, but with all the noise 
&: tension we slept almost not at all. At one point Ma17, Marion, Pat &: I all 
went out on the veranda typearea &: watched the glare over the town as some­
thing burned. Everyone was silent, lost in his (lwn thoughts. Sat.of AM George 
Christian & Ed Baker told us they would not be leaving. Theyboth:wan.t to 
stay &: try to work with the other side. In some ways I admire the~. Neither 
have family, &: both love the Montagnards. But I don't know how realistic they 
are. We got in some casualties from a village just south of town. ~heVC 
had ambushed it during the night, Killing 5, wounding several others. Around 
noon a messel18er came to the ho",pitallooking for John. He was out trying 
to buy rice, &: I decided that despite my qualms about reading other people's 
mail, I'd look at his message, which was fortunat~. We were to send a rep­
resentative down to the USAIDcompound tmmediately as evacuation was to be 
that afternoon. Pat &: Marion dashed off while r started one last IV - on a 
Vietnamese, ironically, &: Mary went through a few more supplies. Pat &: 
Marion dashed back &: we learned we had 10 min. to get to the airport, so we 
grabbed our bags (my little carry on) &: ran for the jeep to begin the horrible 
round of good-byes. George &: Ed were in the operating room &: wouldn't come 
still. But the sisters &:staff &: pa"tttlnts all oame &:. many openly wept along 
with us. These people have suf~ered so much but they still thanked us for 
coming, &: as we drove off,Sr.Vincent called "eto in peace." It was difficult 
for me, a newcODtr, how ~uoh a9re so for Marion, &: Most of all for Pat. At 
the airfield Dr. Tolle drOye up,with a last minute message - military head­
quarters in Pleiku was being aqandoned, which means almost surely the whole 
Highlands is being a.bandoned.:'!he 'oJ-par that was to take lis t,o Qui' Nhon 
dashed down to Pleiku for ref~eling so we had to wait in the bunker for its 
return. Pat relived "the terror of '72 w1 th t~e rockets coming in, but for­
tunately that was not the Caaeth1st~e. Still when the Volpar landed we 
dashed on with our bags within about oae minute & were off. As we looked 
down we could see. the land sUrl'ounding<K:ontum filled with tanks &: troops. 
Our hope now is that Kontum will topple without a fight. It a.ppears nothing 
but a miracle could save it from the NVA, &: why should all those people die 
trying? 

So yesterday we landed in Qui Nhon, Pat, Marion, Mary, &: I, &: a more 
motley crew you won't find anywhere. But the reception we've been given has been 
the one good part of this whole week - people have been marvelous. The New 
Zealand surgical team. at Qui Nhon put us up for the night , gave us beds, food, 
shower facilities, took us to the sea for a swim. Both the province hospital 
&: Holy Family donated m~hneeded lactated ringers solution, &: .many offered 
to give blood, but we weren't sure enough about airlIfts to make this practi­
cal. Mass at Holy Family included prayers for the victims of war. The Qui 
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Nhon USAID repres~I' ,~ve organized an Air America e 47. tot~e us to Nha 
Trang this •. ~o P. ~,:euld''bewith Det & Wir, &, ~herf!l had been coll~cted 
oxygen, more tv sol i.~, &'Qoltes ofaeds & d:r~ss':lngs .. It turns out 1 t all 
had to be dropped .from a low .tltl tude' as the plane c'ouldn' t land, but we 
hope so.e lsusable. Tben,lihaTrang,tJ~Al.D got us a Volpar to Set.igon, where 
Barb Swetlik's friend", CAD, & the SUJIDIlar Institute of' Linguistics are 
putting us up r07a.lly.' On the h9pe that m."be we can return' to Kontum, most 
of us will stic.k around Saigon for. a few~e:eks, hopefully finding work some­
where. I'l~. probably try a ahildwelf~~elocati()n center, or possial,- the 
eRS orph .... Al.l I really want is ro.&. board. ~hen ifthiDg~'8till look 
blealt, I '11'~bably- acme hODle" prob&b,11 V11l1. the Or1eat rather tha:n Europe. 
I haven't ac:twll.ly talked with Qa$" but think it's ok,y to use their .address 
for mat1-. Coitld you please let ,!L1p'l'7 & Slf.~17ltknow what's happene', here, 
also? Barb Swetlik trie.d callfinc herf.ilQi, in Rew YOl'k (they had to talk 
thro~ ~he operato~, not ve17isat1B;t~~.OI'J.so IW01:l't try) & th~e"s 
thV'd had of the H;lghlands was exagge$,.ll' & alarm1:tlg, so ltd ~ike Larry 
&, 'Sheryl, too, to know all is well. I w~sh_ knew how Ed &: George were, 
bu.t they're doing what they wutmost, anyway. 

It seems lik«tly I'll see you llu.Qh,.oo~r than planned, al tho\lgh any­
·thing is possible at this. point. . AntJiay, I hope lD7. being here has not been 
too worrisome for you. This, ce:rtainl.1 _fin' t how I thought it would turn 
out, &: yet it's been a valua'bleespe.rience,anyway. Seei:ng the effo:rts people 
have made to help J4inh-QUY·&.lIinh-Q~,staff (in·pa:rticular the pilots 'who 
new us out, new supplies in) makes me proud to be a fellow a.ber of the 
human raoe. . 

Now my 2nd hot shower of the day &: bed. Love & Mizpah, Peg. 
Thurs. Mar. 20 

Dear Mom &: Dad, 
This is certainly-the nicest way to be refugees - we're staying in a 

deluxe apartment, have been swimming in a pri~te pool, w1ning & di~ing with 
people fr~ the Aust~~ian &'New Zealand embassies, &: the three gals whose 
clothing size matches mine have excell:ent taste, so I've probably' never been 
quite so welldress'ed! I can't remember what all I wrote in my last letter, 
nor what I said over the phone, so I'll try to start over with a l:j.tile ex-' 
planation of what's going on he~e. 

Last Saturday when we hUrriedly left Kontum our plan was to sit out the 
offensive in Sfl.lgon & then if possible return to Xont:um, &: also h@8f~y 
find a place to set up medical care. for evacuated 14ontagnards.; Werapidly 
found that the~e's no hope of returning to Kontum in the near future. Our 
refugee plans are still very much unsettled. There are some refugees from 
Phuoc Long (the prOvince taken two months ago) ill an area called Vienz Tao, 
about one hour drive from Saigon, but there's same question of how·secure that 
particular area is. As for other refugees from the Highlands,as unbelievable 
as it sounds, the VN government is officially denying anything has hap~ened, 
therefore, there can.be no~,,~ugees. Butth.re are repo:rts on BBe, VOA, &: the 
Philippine news of a'stream of refugees 60 miles long coming from Pleiku & 
Kontum, moving toward Glui' Nhon., Sinc,e all roads are cut, travel is through 
the forests &: plains, &: the ve are re)lortedly shooting the refugees who 
wandler into the. Phu ~on area,"'Y 'mistake. Barb ~we1?lik, one of the Minh-Quy 
nurses, worked 1n Sa1gon for'~ years, befo~ c0Dl1ngtoKontllm,&: re~17 knows 
her way around the velunteer agellc:i.ta, so she & Dr. John Connolly are working 
~n coordinating all Volunteer efforts directed toward the lVIontagnards. So far 
1t's hard to .get people to commit themselves or supplies, as the situation 
right in S,ad-gon is quite tense, &: it se~s we may be leaving the country SODn. 
O~e again, we're watching the situation Qlos.~y, &: will leave in plenty of 
t1JDe to·be safe, &: I,won't go out to.&.nY re.fugee areas not cOllSidered secure, 
so don't worry about· my being here. Actually', to fill in the tiDJe till we 
~et a refugee progr_going, I'~ starting volunteer work tomorrow at the Holt 
1nfant center - apprOXimately 120 orphans under 6 months of age to love. They 
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only have two BN~, ;Jat a ,time, al, l the rest are on-the-job-~rained aide~ 
so they seeme4 for me to cOIle baok tomorrow. The bab1es are terr1bly 
malnourished (taere's another b~e for the well ones &:'many have upper res­
piratory infections, diarrhes., skin infections, &: yet they're beautifully 
cared for, everything is spotlessly olean. It felt so good to hold some of 
them today, &: yet I ke~t thinking how well taken care of they,were in compari­
son to our Montagn.ards. I hope so much we can get a program. 'going before the 
whole country tUJJlbles! 

Our plans for our return trip have changed a little (&: we have no dates 
set, may be so oJ)., may not be till next year). If we do leave soon enough 
that the E\1I"ope, trip with Cheryl is out (& that appears likely) we plan on 
coming back to the U.S. as escort's fa:r some of the orphans to be adopted. 
With the mSlW Americans leaving VN ri,ght now,. there may be no need of this, 
but we plan to volunteer anyway. Wh~t we'd 11ke most to do would be to get 
a multiple entry visa, fly to BSJ.'lRkok 8: then tp, Panang (Malaysia) for a 
beach vacation, &: then return to Baigon &: piok up an armful of kids. If we 
can't get a re-entry visa, we'll forgo the Bangkok-Panang trip if escorts 
are needed, as I think every child with a chance to be adopted should have 
the opportunity to leave. Besides, what an adventure! 

Barb has been just great about showing us around Saigon, introducing 
us to her friends, &: I'm really enjoy1ng my stay here. Outgoing mail leaves 
only twice a week now, so I suppose this'll take a long time to reach you, 
but happy belated birthday, Mom! It was so good to talk 'to you Tuesday (Mon­
day Seattle time) wish you could ,have been there too Dad. Say hello t~ all 
our friends, I'm way behind on letters. 

Dear Dale, 

Love, 
Peg 
Sunday March 23 

By now I assume Mom &: Dad have filled ;you in on the details of our sudden 
departure from Kontum 8: possibly What we are doing in Saigon, so I'll go on 

"from there. Our first less than 24 hr. stli1Y in Saigon, we were botll so hot, 
C tired, 8: I think overwhelmed, we Saw & absorbed very little of the city, but 
;' this time I'm really rather enj oyi~ my stay. Barbara Swetlik, a nurse who 
, arrived in Kontwn 1 wk. after we did, had WOrked in Saigon at the Reoonstruc­

tive Surgery Unit under the auspioes of the Internat~onal. Rescue Committee, 8: 
she was involved with many other organisations around. Saigon. So she's been 
showing us around the city 8: introducing us to her raany friends who have all 
been very kind to us, sharing their hOlles, meals, clothes, swimmipg pools, 
agency cars with us. All refugees, should have it so bad! liso, M.arion Brown, 
our New Zealand nurse, is a good friend of several people from the N.Z. 8: 
Aust. embassies, 8: they also have kind of adopted the ltl.Q. staff. All the N.Z. 
8: Aussies seem to have such a great spirit about them - I've thoroughly en­
joyed all our contact with them. UDf'ortu.nately they have pulled the volunteer 
groups under their sponsorship out of the country out of protest 8: concern 
followi.ng the death of one of their people when an Air Vietnam plane was shot 

~ down approaching Pleiku. Some, such as Jlarion, have stayed here either inT­
\ dependently or working with other international organizations - they're good 
\people to have around. 

We're hoping to get a medical program set up for the refugees fleeing 
the Highlands, but until thet reacba safe area, we're just watching 8: waiti~g, l 

so to keep busy, I'm working in tbeinfant house of the Friends 'oraLl Chil.I'en 
orphanage. Their 4 nurses work l4!"'15 hours/Ciay, 7 days/week, t!i-b'~~1~'tiiiDc-:::I'll • 
probably stay with just 10 hr. 8: take 1 day off a week. 11m going to check in 
with the Vietnam-American Association to~t &hopefully,can join one of their 
~~e class~s. I realiz~ VNis adiffic~t langttBf8, but there's something 
~n 1 ts . to~ S1ngSOng. qual 1 ty t~at appeals to me. Of course we are once again 
1n a s1tuat10n of tr.y1ng to dec1de how practical lo~-range plans are. Pat, 
Mary, & Barb, & a N.Z. friend, Skiff, went house hunting for theK.Q. crew 
today while I took the boys to the zoo, but found prices exhorbitantly high. 
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We're hoping maybe _~;or the ,b,l. embassy can help us out, as living here, 
even just staying Wllrfrtends &, pal:ing no rent (which has to be a temp. 
arl"angem.ent anyway) is mucll. more e~eilBi va tkan 1i T.1ng in KontUll. This coun­
try, as uSJ18l, is full Of :'rumorsabout::l1ow 101)8 Ameri-cananll be 8110wed to 
stay, . how l~ng the Thi,e. gov. will ~tan.cl, how near the V~ are to taking Saigon. t 
It's ~poss1b1e to know what to be11eve & ver,r h~d to know what~o plan. It's l 
entirely possible that no matter how long wewai;1: the. Central HigD+8Z1ds re-fugeei 
won't make it this f",i" south, "'S the VC ",re attacking the 1ineso!'peop1e, in- I 
scr.,ting all the men into military service for them, & it's rumored the ARIN 
are a.riving back the refugees at certain points in the south, as they don't 
feel the SVlf BOY. ean support them. Actually, just thinking of the tem-ib1e 
nutritiol)&1 .• health status of most of our people, 4: knowing malaria is' just 
beginniJJg: i t8 peak season, I won4~r how many ~ will survive the long journey' 
downhsft. arlJ1tay. This is certaiDly. a differttnt way than I had planned my 
.n1e~· of service" but maybe it will turn out we can stay that long. Reg~d-
less, I feel like wetve ja.mm.ed f~ moretbr&n· just 2 mon. of experience into 
our stay here so far. I wish all the people we've met here could stop in 
Seattle sometime so I could repa,' the hospitality the1've shown me. 

I went to the Int·ernationalProt. Church service this m. They had 
their largest attendance ever,as most a;J.1 agencies have pulle,d their people 
in to Saigon till the offensive is over. It seems to be a ~ evaagilical 
type ofg;-oup, maybe too much for me bu.t it· s an opportun,i.i, to meet lots 
of interesting people, so I'll probably continue to attend~ Hope lOur 
spring vaCation plans worked out well! 

Mizpah, 

Peg 



Thurs. March 27 
Dear Mom & Dad, ; 

Even for a< time, hearing your voices this .Alt was so wonder-
ful. And what it\ence! Th~ is o:tJ.ly the 2nd time .ince we returned 
to S.igon that I've stopped in at eRS, 80 to be there when you called was 
pu:re luck. I'm worang< fUll time (+Qve~ime -. no 1i time l;1ere·!) at ~ 
orphanage, but we <we~' told we muet r«:g1s,er W1 th t~e ~er1ca.n:)lIItbassy,. so 
also stopped at ORsto check 0t1~<v18a8 before I liurr1ed onto roy bab1es. 
Our visas still haven't beel)l renewed, < btl' C~S assures us all t~ : ... ppro­
priate papers ar,e in, not to worry,s,o I'~<not. Re: Det &: Wir's papers! 
They still hold dual citizenship and'the Wi<citizenship~ust be rello_ced 
before they ~an get exit visas. Pat had all the appro~r1at~ paperwork done 
&: was just waiting for approval. (must be. from ~res. Th1eu h1mself') but all 
the papers were being held by the court 1n Ple~. So once more she is 

, gatb,riDB papers together. She thinlt!5 it will only be a matter of ~ few 
~s or weeks before. it's approved, &:' should she need to get out qUl.ckly 
tile U.S. Embassy says they can arrange it on their American passports alone 
so things should work out for them. 

Received your letters of the 14th &: 20th -was so glad for lIail again. 
Sounds like news there was much worse than event s here warranted - so sorry ~ 
to have caused so much cOl'18e~; but it feels good to know so many people 
care. Aren't friends wonderful? 

Our .i tu.ation here is still.: uncertain. Thieu says the' ve given up all 
they're going to &: that the ARVI, can '&: Will defend the rest of South VN. 
I don't know, rumors are nourillhir.ag reI what will come about he.re. Cer- ' 
ta.inly if the war starts closing in I will leave immediately. Right now I' 
alm:ost no refugees l;1re making it down to Saigon, &: those that are are 
being placed in insecure areas where we will not go. Should some arrive 1'1 

&: resettle in a safe' district, &: we can get a program going, I will stay 1 

as long as necessary, up torny. scheduled. departure. If nothing develops ! 

in refugee wo.rk (which seems moat likely) I plan to leave country approx. i 

Kay 1. !rhe orphanage work I'. e~o7ing &: we are extremely busy, but I don't ! 
want to impose. on our hostesS indefinitely, &: I don't think I want to live 1 
in Saigon for a year. The oth:e.r .Qataff are equally undecided. I think " 
)(a17 will leave whenever I'm re&4. .~rion is unqommi tted. The New Zealand t 
~eam is being evacuated frOJD Qui~C). "!claL7' removing that as a ~oss~ble 
Job for her. I expect she'll goh.,"Pat leaves. Phyllis 1S ,uth 
VN Christian Service, &: they want too6iij)erate with the VC if possible. 
Shl'd like to return to Kontum under the ve, but this looks highly unlikely. 
After 5 yrs in country she has no desire to returh to the U.S. Will be a 
hard adj.ustment. Barb has had lots of ntquests for her services in volunteer 
work, but she's talking more of leaving soon also. Senia is working on 
her kids' papers. Her hus8an.d elected to stay in Kon:tum. More on that 
later. Dr. Lussier ret~d to the U.S. last week. Many of the missionary 
groups are leaving or greatly reduclng their staff here. There's some 
hope the Christian Missionary iJ.liance ,.ople captured at Ban Me ThUot 
will be released soon. We've had no de:tii11te word of Konts. Reconnaisance 
plan.es--report they see no evidence of people in town or surrounding villagee, 
but they may just be ,hiding out from the planes. There was no heavy. fight­
ing there, a blessiDg.The SC)u:thVlf .A.i.r Porce reportedly bombed Pleikuto 
rubble to destroy it for the VO~ I'. glad Kontum escaped that fate. 

Mom, I did get your EastergreetiDg, also the letter with the pictures, 
thanks. liso the mailers arrived. If ,ou have the thermometers, :please send 
to CRS, we can hopefully use,thell with refugees. If you don't have them or 
if it's too expensive, dOJ;l'tbother. I'll. explain about the mailers when I 
see you, okay? 'foo difficult on p~per. Carit think of anything else we need 
right now, particularly as we ,don't know how long we'll stay. Sorry letter #2 
didn't get through, don't rellemeer where #1 left off. Hope you can wait for 
all the details in my travel diary, probably won't be too long till you read 
it! So good' to hear f::om. you, both mail, & phone. Seems like much lQnger,than 
2 mos. ago we were g01ng thru the trau.m.a of parting at Sea Tac. Right now I 
don't knowif I hope' we get into refugee work or hope we don' t! Home sounds gooil 


