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;0 Excerp ts from Ly, 2pailetz lstiers
Fran uvall todx me in hend end placed me in the first class csavin
whicn wes nice. eince there wes confusiocn gezlors in the cosch cebin.

..y se=sgtis Ilbﬁt in the center of °t‘warccq sctivities. Sirnce
the strakc prevénts the sthcwing of movies [ am sntertainsd by the
tcwarcches revesling their frilly edg=<d underthings as trey dart
abouu on thelr little prrends. -- I merde ny way back to the coach
section end found it crcwded like & sardine cen. A kind stewardess
used the PA system to find my companicns. Dr. zalter, sbout my
age, eprears to be Jewish, obvicusly somew:at anxious and not too
well orronized (4idn't get his shots, no malsria pllls). Dr. Puls,
about }0, confidert on the surface but lcoking for reassurance.
Dr. Tnehy, undsr !0, enthusiastic end Just right for this situation.
Lfter dinner I set out my chess set ot the cs2ect next to me and, sure
snough within S minutes I hed sn opponent. --- This has been a long
flight but guite comfortaole thanks tc my goou fortune in getting
In the-1st cless secticn. There are still some bugs in the 747 -
hot water from the urinking fountains, cold from the hct water tap,
etc.

In"Hong Xong - liost ol the ¢1;,hts Tor mz wers now old hat but e
tour throuah & lar;e putllc market where gll the meat dealers are
located wes guite striging. There must have veen 100 little stalls
in which varle o znimal cercesses were in stsgss of dissection with
I'm sure every la:zt ounce except the hilde tsing used. It was really
“al_; clean with profuse amoints of wetier used but the absence of
refrdgeration enc tne incubater-like stmosphere makes one wonder

iow the ultimate ¢ isumer survives.

In Ssigot. - It!'s pernaps en illusicn, but It zeered to me the very
alr here lascks the tension of my previocus visits. Certainly the
streetes are clean=r, there are many n=w signs and fer less mili-

tary movements ootk at the sirfield snd on the streets. [hey have to.o’

streamlined tte Ly sfing process. -- I talked with Dr. Erben, the
pxcscnt fleld dirsctor apout the Fat Smith reprlocement progresm. 1T
fear that the proulems of polltics and ;rotocel tesmed up with a
dearth of VPVN voluantwers may be insurmountable, out am sstisfied
that my coming here offers the only chence of implemanting thie
progrem.

I'tm g=2ated in sn clc CL7 elrplens awsitin: te«eofll for Nha Trang.
wondsr of wonders thsy now tsve conventional scates instead of the
plpe racks of yest'r*csr Lt the sirycrt 1 PﬁCCbOlaed one of the
Kontagnard nursin. nuns from ALcoontwnm. She was accompenled by .
Sister Lary eng tier tco ars headed {or Kontum. Sister Mary tells
me rat 1ls just rescoevering from pneumsnis end 1s ¢bvicusly wearing
snder t e strain., In 2y previous trirs hesrs 2 used to cmnolein
roout the waste of time incurred iz i regulred overnight stop

in Nne Trang. 1I'11 tave to coofess thet this time I was looking
forwerd tc this - swimming % the Z=2gutiful ceschk, dinner at the
famcus French restsurent. This wes ot to e since part of the
sensrel i.provenent In efficlency nns ceern the elimlination of this

layover. =-- on to Zontuwa. Jorcé o my lwgoendlhag arrivsel had
spreac ny USATZ grapevine but ny lcttc¢ hed not errived. 8 warm
gresting by ret anc 3 minutes I was colng & syinsl tap on a
Monte, nora neoy us of polle end following that with ex-
clsice of & arnall moune chieed o catarnoroe boy. He -
cent!l: rry fss hiac the telp of Cnpt. “om Lew, o oung doctor fron
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ith Divisfon., --- urc;ght in o youu. onte -nard boy In ex-
tremis with overw' . =imin- ;o te. 211 *hrec of us worked on Lixn -
fespiratory - eccotracnen 1 tupe ) Jveen Jour Te pap resplration -
cardine - exterral cerdlac messsge - iutracaraloe gdrenenlia -

fluas - 17 cue dowe. All to no msva!l crecea Lo discontinue
after 1 hour. -- Dr. Cew 1s a chess ¢
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'm hsving somc tl 2 troutle, The skin on the back of my lcft Wris
t 2te .nuer m; watch -- 1 wear She watch on my celtbt -
T '

& s t
cusorntt get s K encugh to run. --- won 't hsve 8 mes~iito net

t -- lazt nigut -~ie7 wers out in Iorcoe -- 17 tore:nead sno ankles
sl lice a reli-i m-p o tv= (=gcrdns.

Tr, Dew reprsss. i on a.uirscis mixture o the chilosophr of hils
aeneraticn scitewts T prlinea by ric =ccction. o re Ke roiusss W
cerry a watch. 4+ firest 1 t..w cht toin ree o ¢l1ly ilal~syncrasy.
st yesterdsy I weut through ths wiole iz o withcut my wetch and
ccascicusly not ipcuiring scout the tioe. I onust admit there was
a senz=~ ol freed - . the .r7, rerhacs £l 1 th~ mcre markac 2inc

ir sy ro vine 57 o0t we rro gC tine o srnec,

T Wwss o ceneduled to o bleyecle riding wit T o Trler Cau tnie

She 1= In her late Z7's, ueorn in i a2 T o Tlvuad theras u

[oIED]
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ase 17 ard then weul to zngland whers s.u- wac saucated sz: o nuree
end then c7 a2 ~lawile. 8She g 2 very c~vcut Cethollice aud frow my
shesrvaticn thes f2r ones o7 1ne mont aal

7 £ nt like peopls I tave ever
rnat. it most of the time, she cr <+ ver cnfimsled 1.4 uls-
casalions. Like jesteras:. wantlos @ o> = 1it le ladepsndent
transgortaticn wise I rcunded u,. an .1 out usable bike. Wheno she
discovered this 3%he Insisted thet cur’ng my time nere T use her
tancz :..n_ ®Kone 12 while sia woulc "ise tas oll ons w= had ggit
°n ar usent atboe.o 1N and It was only oettl Cr. ?mitk wio seld

ber
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Ao dn seignn, 1it~ repe ceens rach soore secures than on my rroevious
tours. {unere 1z 1, tus rare scuns of Cclstent artill=r, ad saall
srms Tirm. .t v sesn oo Wer inluria=s ot the osgital slnes I
crrtves enG owlttin reascn Lhere sr2 o reactricotitns In fﬂV:ﬂb
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After bregizfast Dr. Dew snd I went to the hespltsl to see cnly
the seriously 111. (Surda;) I took care cf a little boy with T of
1pS 2rd also wcrked np & Montagnard who hed  3Sw (gunshet wound)
of one erm snd fiasnk. He had been steeling in s village during
the nizht. The arm wound included fractures snd ulhar nerve
separation 8o I shiprpeé him by chopper to the 7lst Evac. Hospltal
in Pleliku,

You can tell Red thst while I have hed to drink lots of instant
encé othsrwiss bad coffee, every mornir: =s I sit on the porch
Yeouw brings me £ pot of boiled cofle= wcrthy of any RB camp coffee.

—

The bilg orgenizer is strikling again. Fst left for Salgon yester-
day (lion.} end Pr. Tew's CO, & Ccl., in the 4tk Div, has allowed
fim to stey here until Friday. 1In an ettewpt tc persuasce the lith
Div. to continue allowing cne of their doctors to work here I
c.ncelved the icee of Iaviting Dr. Tew's Col. and also the Coun.
Cen, Of ths Lth Lo coms ihers for & visit oa Thurs. afternoncn and
stay for dinner with us. 1 heve written e letter to these gentle-
aen esxplsining my position here on ny third tcur end our arpre-
clatlon of Dr. Dew's services. I olz: neted thai on returning
home {rom previous tours it has been my pleasure in public pre-
sentations to s jpeak of such good works by the US army. This
letter must get to the Gsneral in AnKhe, some 70 miles away, to-
dey so T will tr; tc esee Col. Dillard, Ppcviacs Senior Advisor

at br-ekfast this morning at 7:00 AM. Saortly,I'll lsave on my
blcycle for MACTV. ' -

Vestcrdey was a real herd work dsy. ew petlents veing su2i on
Sunaeays, bdondey iz alweys tusy. The clinic was particularly busy
with 8 large number of very 1ll. ghirley Chu, the midwife does
all the deliveries here but yesterdry ha’ twc celiveries requlring
some sdvice so that added tc it s 1ittle uLit.

I remain in excellent physical condition with only slight ex-
ceptions. I have tie usuel low grade diarrhea *ncident to taxing
chloroguin. The gkin on the back of my left urist has broken out
some. The food is prepared by the VI cock fcow and is qul te
adeguete. Somewhat lower in protein than I em accustomed to, mny
own celcrie intake is assured by & plentiful supply of dellcious
orecd cooked by the sisters. iie have quite & Dit of excotlc vege-
tavles such ag tle chlnese food at home. 12at is often thue canned
variety of US Army origin. Y.sterda: we iad vuffalo which was
vesry good. They te 11 me one aey the; will serve dog. Don't tell
3oneg. Xmi 1o (\j:(.».

(%

I wez just sterting rounds when they called mes to sse a Mentagnard
lady In labor with a hand presentsticn. Ihis is cne of the dreaded
critical situations in (03. Fsetal less from asphyxia and maternsal
loss from blood loss is common. ve made _hu various emergsncy
arrangements anc ricved her to tne celiver; room. There I had the
good fortune tc succeessfully do & versicn and AA‘fraction vy breech
delivery and to my surprise voth mother end ciildé seem to heve sur-
vived guite well. After thst it wes cifficult to go oascli to the
hum drum of tuberculosis, mslaris sr.éd anebiosis.
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primitive working eavironment. Furthermore they shot my noon nap-
time.

tfterncon clinic was light (89 petients for the two of us)
I heve nc doubt been very confusing reg

eré&
Kot only am I doing without a wetch, I &
since arriving here.

rding dates of letters.
rven'!'t seen 8 cslendar

My Hahnar vocsbulary is increasing.
I should tel cu

1l ¥ 15
located sbout 3 uvlccks
as below,

Oy
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sbout our living quarters. These are
rom the hospital and comprise two buildings
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They tell me this 1s the fiIrst tine they nsve let one man stay here
alone with all these lsdies - perhaps a compliment to my cherecter
or a reference to my advancing age. It's really much 1like goling

on an RB ocatlng, & male 1s so outnumbersd hers that it would be
impossibls to become involved with sny cne ol them.

The water supply comes from & small tank on the roo¥ which is
filled by hand punp 2sch dej. Thus we have only cold water and
one takes a nsarly dry show=sr. I have gone ur to MACV seversl
times to parteke of thelr more luxurious nct water showers. I
fiope the meleris pills work. I wesr thcngs all day long but in
the evening I put on the knit slippers. while I sit and write
the mosquitces have their mesl on ny ankles.

I heve worked much hasrder thus far tnle tcur tizn the previous
ones cut I expscted that. VYou ssked Lcw the weather 1s here. I
don't «now the temperature in degr-~es “ut we live In open window
rooms 2 hours a ¢sy ané most cf the time I have only e scruv suilt
on end haven't taen cold yet. Tris is the rainy secason and for s
gonod part of the dayv the gky ig cloudecd grnd trnare are frequent
ahort spells of rain. Then perlodic=lly tre sun will come ocut and
it seems to ralse the temparatur- 10 slmost instantly.

v
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In the far distance I cazn heer the periodic rumbling thunder of
lsrge bombs from high flying American plesnes, drcpring on Cam-
bodia. One doss 3 lot of thinking and considerasble discussing

of philosophicel nsture in such a situation as this. I believe
America is & gr=ast gnd well meaning country but there i1s an

entgma in the fact that a few mliles agpart natives are dying from
Americen bombs while others are being succorred by American health
personnel.

You will recell I told you sbout sending the letter of invitation
to the general of the lith Div. end including 1n it my observations
about what a great thing it was to have their young doctors help-
ing here and how I hoped they wculd continue it. we were not sur-
prised to receive & phone cgll trhat he would nct be able to make
it. However, today Ccl. Harris, Dp. Dew's CO showed up. After
introductions he mede some reference to the fact that his trip
here was precipiteted by & suggestion from the genersl which
originated from some letter he had recelved. I played dumb. The
Colonel was very inpressed with the operation here, wonder of
wonders decided to leave D,. Dew here untll next Friday and pro-
mised to continue sending at leest one doctor as long as the lth
Division is here. Assuming thls continues for several months, if
I accomplisth noth¢¥fclsc, my trip here hes been worthwhile,

I was not looking forward to having the respoansioility for. the
nhospital all to myself for the seversl days until Pat gets back.
Dr. Dew was very pleased to stay eslthcugh he is suffering lack of
mall since he has bzen unsble to have it brought up here. The
Col. promised to try to get it sent up here end my oplnion of him
will be greatly enhanced if he follows tarough with this little
detall.

I don't think I mentioned there is a new Swiss nurse here by
name of Rlta. She speaks French but apperently of & different
accent since she doesnft understend mine ws1ll - hs as.

-
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This morning I egain got up early end went to MACV by cycle. I
had 8 big American breaifast - eggs, baoon, hot cakes, juloce and
coffee, and I really enjoysd it. Slnce the reguler ataff here
can't do that I don!'t fest I should go very often, but now and
then 1t's good for a changse.

Morning rounds went rather routinely. After lunch Cept., Dew and
two of the nurses went swimming., I cycled back to MACV, had a
long hot shower and & haircut. 1In seerching for the barbershop
I found they have a Px opersted anack bar where they sell such
things es hamburgers, sandwichcs snd soft drinks. In & nlce
shedy spot I sat and ate this nice stateside type sandwich and
read ~ delightful.

This evening we were invited by Capt. Marsh tc the offlicers!
club of the locael helicopter group for & cook your own steek
dinner. All In 8ll my stomach is quite pleasssd with this day.

/1 learned s new medical procedure todey. Shirley got some pepper
f’ in her eye st lunch. The Vietnamese cook found her trying to
 wash It out. The cook lnsiasted she had & better treatment. With
{ 8hirley bending over at the walst the cook poured cold water on

. each of her big toes. Shirley swesrs it worked. I can't walt
‘x\to try it at the RBMC.

Sunday - 1 went to church at MACV which was both enjoyable and up-
lifting. They sing the old femlllier hymns, A men's quartet

seng "My Anchor Helds" gnd it was all I could do to keep from
Joining In. The sermon was on love snd bssed on 13th Ch. of I.
Coringhisns, Perhsps I thought 1t was good because te spoke
thoughts I agreed with.

After church I got one of my famillsr idess and invited the nurs-
ing staff to be my guegts at MACV for Sunday dinner. The meal
made me think of Thanksgliving. w#e were served e slice of meat
loaf, a vesl cutlet end potatoes and gravy on 8 compartmented
tray. Then from a buffet I loaded up on beeats, s tuna salead,
cenned peachea snd a slice of deliclous plain cske with brown
sugar lclng. This topped off with 8 cup of coffee was a fine mesl
and enjoyed by all. My concentration of description of fob6d the
past two days may lead you to & flurry of CAHE packages here,
Please dontt. Actuaslly there sre snack items available in the Px
and I'm not suffering. I do not wish the long termers here to
conclude that I conslider their fere unworthy nor to incite in
them any unhappliness with thelr culsine which will continue long
after I heve left,

I am acheduled to leave here (Kontum) é September supposedly on

a direct flight to Salgon. The waey these things work out I
wouldn't be surprised if I have & stop over in Kha Treng whiph
wouldn't be hard to take gsince I atill have 8 henkering for the
beach there. A, long as I get to Saigon on the 7th and depart on
the 8th I'm fine, My visa expirea on the 8th and heaven only knows
what diplomatic meneuvering this would engender,



I hope you can tell from my letters that all goes well here, I
feel very well, there 1s no remson tc fear my personsl security,
and Itm happy anc satisfied with the decision to make this tour.

. 25 August 1970, Tuesday
Dear Bev, Cheryl end Peggy,

Eaving received letters from sach of you in the psst two days I
know I can count on your understanding my writing one letter to
8ll three of you. 1 very much appreciated the waricus descrip-
tions of the Van Trump expadition snd share Bev's delight in
this success. It is perhaps significant that the four different
sccounts I received from the participenta were individuelly
unique except for two things, & unsnimity of opinion about the
material depoaslted on Bev's hat and the goodness end plentiful
smount of food at the Copper Kettle. Take my word for it girls,
when you reech my age & conslderable amount of enjoyment is
attained in vicsriocusly sharing some of the good times our young
ones ere having, I sm most grateful for the fine friendship the
three of you share, I am also grateful that during my sbsence
you have included Gwen in sane of your doings.

Sigter Margaret Mery, & nursiug nun here is shortly finishing her
tour. She has worked with the Montagnard nursing nuns end tonight
the stsff{ hed all of them to dinner. The dinner was cooked by
Shirley Chu, the Chinese midwife I previously mentioned. Indlan
curry on rice and deliclous stewed chicken, jJjellec saled with
scraped carrots, pudalng end coffep, this was & fine meal and
enjoyed by sll., The petite 1lit tle Hontegnerd nuns, clothed in
their ell concealing haebits showed only their amiling brown faces
end hands. They were jolly and giggly betweesn themselves but
somewhat repressed by us weaterners umtil I got them to play
"simon seys thumbs up." We had & good time with thet and even
more with "concentratlon" the game based on remembering your
assigned number &nd responding to its ocsell in rhythm to the hand
clapping. Since we used Montagnard numbers they got greet fun
out of our clumsy sttempts st pronunciation. My friend Cept. Dew
hes & southern accent to an ultinmete degree and what he does to
the English lsnguage must be nottdng compared to the Montagnerd

tongﬁo .

Beverly ssksd me some searching questions about VN children, some
of which I will not be able to answer since virtually all my ex-
perience is in the medical treatment of Montagnerda. Maeny of these
children come to the hospital from villseges essentially untouched
by what we call civilized man. I hsve heard it seid that their
villege 11fe 18 comparabls to other civilizations 3000 yesrs sgo.
Like A erican children at the dootor's Bffice their behavior is
veried, Some stert crying st the door, some ere scared but brave,
soms respond to a smile and a tickle and meny werm your heart with
thelr unlnhiliited response to acts of kindness. Few we see with
minor disease and many with ments worst sometic efflictions. Pro-
bably the most striking are the ones with malnutrition, thelr skin
csked with dirt, their pipestem arms and legs, protruberant bellies
and sunken eyes and cheeks. One easily developes s feeling of



anger and revulsion of the ignorance which msde them thus until
one remembers pictures of similar children at Dachau, I have
watched them st play. They are natural builders. For the most
part dirt is thelr medium in which they dig holes, or dredge
little channels from mud puddles or plle up insgo mounds. Later
on sticks ere their toys. Except for those few asmoclated with
weaterners I have never ssen one playing with a formal toy, al=~
though it's possible they may have them at home.

There will be a great fleld for educetors as well as heslth

workers hers for generations. Unrecognized by most Americans
except those who have served here the Montagnards are considered
by the more sophisticated Vietnamess to bs sn inferior race and
they face much the same problems which other minority races have
faced in man's history. At present only s small percentags ever

go to school, and it 1s the exceptional one who progresses beyond
the squivelent of fourth grade, I have not met one who has attended
high school, and I'm sure that the only ones who have obtained
higher aducation have bsaen adopted or obtained unusual help from
foreignera, Yet there 1s avidencs that Iin suitable environment
these people can learn end are capable of deductive reasoning. The
young man who served ss my interpreter for a time had sdequate
command of English, French, Vietnamese and besides his native
Bashnar, several other tribel dialects.

Dr. Pat Smith has adopted a 3% yeer old Montagnard boy by name of
Det. I believe he wes sbout two ysars old when hig mother was
killed and he lightly wounded. Since this time he hes lived on
the comppund here, surrounded mostly by e changing staff and
countless visitora. Lacking peers as playmates he reacts readily
to grown ups. I think he 1s too goung for lestters and Dr. Spith
does not wish him to have many toys such as our children grow up
with, I would think that 1little children's books would probably
be sppropriste. '

Thanks agein for the letters and for whet you girls have meant in
our lives, ILike Peggy, I have s 3light melancholic feeling sbout
the approaching end of thla summer for you, somewhat liks the
feeling I heve on the last day of & particularly great hiking
trip. But have falith, it is In the scheme of things that there
will be other mountains to climb, other skl slopes to coaquaw,
other vistss to view ~- and {f not, que sera sera.

Love,

The ole doc



Our work at the hoaplital tad been rathsr routine today until the
end of the dey., In the morning we sdmltted s primip breech. She
has slowly labored through the day. Shirley, the chinese midwifes,
has excellent training 1n couducting & normel delivery. She hes
also been trained thet any abnormality of labor 1s in the pro-
vince of the physiclan. Ths young, mllitary doctors here, Dr,
Dew in internal medicine, Ur. Horner in surgery and Dr. Facklemen,
hsve completed two years rscent training in their specialties and
consequently 1in those fields I learn from them. They are glad to
leave the OB to me and I am happy to do 1t in thie environment
Where even my clumsy hands hasve something to offer in complicated
cases, A} sny rete by the end of the day our primip was maklng
slow progress we admitted enother lady in advanced labor with a
breech -~ doutle footling. She progressed rapidly and the delivery
of the lower half of the beby was simple., At this polnt I found
she hed double duchal arms (Pelgy will e xplein). This was rele~
tlvely eaaily roduced but the combination of the double footling
and the double nuchal arm left us with cervical dystocie (Itm not
sure of hls writing, gb) in an unenesthetized womsn. With con-
silderable trection and pressurs from ebove I was finally able to
deliver the baby -~ a real Apgar 0. (?) with the rather primitive
equipment we weres able to do a2 good job of resuscitation and the
last report I have indicates mother and child doing well.

Tuesday. Re primip breech. Thls delivery did not turn out as
well, Apout § hour before the asctusl delivery we lost the fatal
heart tonss., The breech delivery wss agalin complicated by bie
lateral nuchel erms and the coancommittant delivery of the plae-
centa which hed seperated premsturely. The baby geve no sign of
life. The mother was awake snd aware through it all end I was
egein amazed at the equanimity with which these people sccept
that which we would cougider 2 tragedy.

Our morning rounds woent well which was fortunate for at the end
of them I had & trafflic sccldent victim to suture, --- OP c¢linic
was the usual rush followed by a long repeir of a badly lecerated
finger.

The deays are flying by fest now. Dpe. 3mith was due baci yesterdey
8o I expect her by Friday. It would have been a really tough
time for me 1f Dr. Dew hed not been here and I'm very grateful.

--~ Yoil might inform Kerl that I have developed the Kontum
veriety of the P II. I prop en empty beer dan on the top of my
door at night so that if any one opens the door I'll be awaikened.
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26 Aug. lMoralng rounds went smoothly. Actually we are in a bit
of a lull at present between the waves of near epidemics which
sweep ths villages. As a result Dr. Dew and I have steadily cut
the census down from 200 to 150 {n Pet's absence, £lso the OP
clinic load 1s down. Retently when the census was high they were
sesing many cased of whooping cough but this hes ceassd.

Last Sunday Dr. Dew saw the locsl Catholic Father, an older out
large and cspables man snd a petite little Montagnard nun carrying
a wooden altar down the aials between the beds in prepsration for
the Sunday service. The little nun was struggling with her end
80 Dr. Dew, .being 8 good man relieved her of her load, He was
nonplussed when the Fsther beckoned to the nun and had her take
his end, lsaving the two of them to carry the sltar. Told with
Dr. Dew's southern accent I thought thie wes hllarious.

Thurs. Gloria, the practical nurse end genersl public relatl ons
person here was golng to drlive patlients to Pleiku today. There
being no OF clinlc 1a the afternoon I dsclided to go witn her for
which she was glad since she dosan't like to drive. In my two
previous tours here this road wss considered & no man's lend, but
now is quite safe. After atopping at the Tlast Hosp. I drove over
to the Province Hosp. whare Gloris dropped me off and went on
errsnds. I had previously heard that one of the enllisted men by
neris of Plcokus, from Fuyallup, had extended his tour and was still
theres. Furthermore he and my former interpreter, Marla, are to
be married next month. I had a happy reunicn with them and also
with anumber of the other VN interpreters and nurses. Visiting
thess familiar sreas I found myself half expecting to asee Dale
coming around the corner er walking across the yard.

while I was there a young Montegnard boy was brought in with a
large painful absceas on hls forehead. Dr. Castellls, unhappy
with the earmy, eleoven months in country snd esager to go home
trested thla boy with such kindness snd compassion it wes beasutl-
ful. Added to the many other benefits of coming here I must add
thet witnessing such thlngs as thls mekes me proud to belong to
the gsme profession and also prouc of our coantry. It wes ap
axperlencs I'11 not forget and yet I'm sure it ls repecated many
times in this country.

The blg news 1ls Pat got bsck todey. Her trip to Ssigon weuy most
successful and i1t 1s now definite (within the realm of definite
here) she will bes golng home sround the last hLelf of October., Dr.
Hoffmen will be her replacement (CRS doctor) backed mp by a Lth
Div. doctor and most llkely a VPVN physiclen.

Fri. The chopper from 4Yth Div. ceme about 11:30 bringing Lr.
Dew's replacement and csrrylng him back to An Xhe., His replace-
meant 18 e young Cept. Pat Desimone, 1 yesr treining in internal
medicine and 10 months in Vietnam, #ll In the field. He seems
very nice, dedicated and capable. There 13 little formality here,
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I greeted him at the cHBEE?%, eacorted him into the hospltsl,

he ghook hands with Dr. Dew, who placed his stethoscope arouné
this neck s#nd while Ur. Dew ran for the chopper CDr. Dessimone

cegan making rounds where Dr, Dew had left off,----- I was fuesing
with a 1 yesr old M. beby who has dlarrhea and some cther mysterious
life endangering melady. =~-- OP clinic was flerce. Not only a
large numver of petienta but quite & few very slck ones requliring
ednission., -~~0ur wind up rounds revesled six criticslly 111
patients, two 4 to 5 year olds with the seme appearing dlsesse as
the 1little one I fussed cover all day. 1 spinasl tepped sll of
them but nc significant {indings. We think it's probsbly
carebrel maslseria. One of them went bad sbout 7:30 and Dre.
Desimone sand I spent an fcur doing the last cdesparate things but
death was not to be denled. we flanally left: the hospitel at

9:30 leeling thoroughly whipped,
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Prom 2 letter to Lerry andé Sheryl: You would particularly enjoy ::
Cept. Dew, doctor from the Lth Div. TFroduct of an old line southern\
fanily, he has espoused the csuse of ¢ receless society. Reered

in sffluence, he eschews ianheritance and plens & career in aca-
cemic medicine, the financial stepchiléc of our profession, (simi-
lar to geology rrofessors). Surrounded by conservative democrats,
he cslls himsell a socialist. Here, safely awsy from the aemands

of military life, he wears e rontagnard necadband, beads, a loose
fitting jumper, fatigue pants snd coinbat boots. Ws meke 2 pair
walking to the hespitel, he In that get up 2nd me in a scrub

sult and sandals. iie calls himself a ccward but was awarded tie
soldier's medal for pulling injured GIs from a crashed chopper.

Dr. Jim Touhy, my ygoung friend from the trip over arrivea for a
vigit. He has been working et qul Nhon hospitel. Dr., Smith
vigited hhere on her way home. [ie hes been working with Dr.
Hoffman, CRS physician, He 1s the one who will replace D,. Smith
on her fpome tour. I had talked to Dr. Touhy sbcut spending the
second part of his tour (he s golng to stay for L months) here.
Since he has been working solely with Victnamese and is anxious
to expsrlence the lontagnards. It woula appear that the replace-
ment progreut 1s iIn jjocd stiape at present.

~-~1 8eu a nan who had been bitten by hls do.. Since rabies is
not unusual here a2nd they heve a routine here that in such cir-
cumgtances the dog should be tied up. When asked If he had done
so he explained thet after the dog had bDitten him he hit the

dog on the head with a plece of wosd, killed it and ate 1t before
coming” into the hospital. Perhsps you sheuld pass this along to
Bones. - «-= on the 08 front I csn rerort I delivered Jean Platz's
dog Noire yesterday. Actually she nad two pups yesterdsy morning
down at the hospitel, one alive and one dead. I took the jeep
down &nd picked her #nc the one pup up and delivered them back
hers to the house. Life contlnues Interesting.

Sunday -- Tails morning sfter maving rounds on the urgent ones

I went to church with ssveral of the nursing stsff including
Sister Margaret iiery and Sister Vincent (Fontegnesrd) snd Gloria --
ecumenicel, hc. In tribute to Sister iargeret's departure

3loria sa&% the familiar srrangement of thc 23d Fselm. It was
beautiful. ¥ We slso sang va~rn1 cther fanllisr hymns which T

of course enjoyed. 1 took the whcle gzang to iACV for Sunday
adinner -- ros=zt beef, .nacstsad otatac , brussel sprouts, rabcit
food, canned cherries anc cooklcs. et s drop cf Nuk Mohm in it.
Right after lunch we got word of eligh*t GSi cesurlties arriyving

at the hospital. 1t's 10 o'clock now anc ws haeve just finished.

I must confesa that thes 0lc man is wearlng down. Todey was par-
ticularly trying rot only beceuss of the number and seriocusness

of ths pstlents but it was considersbtly compliceted by company.

The rznersl of ths Lth called to say he would not make 1t but

Col. lielson, surgeon from the 7lst dicd cone with seversl sight-
seers. I dont't see how the rejuler rtecple here keep 1t up but
then they are rerizriedle people., Ther~ i1s a bit of enemy activity
outside of Kontum the past twc days but thus far nothling nesr us,

/a_
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This having been a bad day I would hesitates cdsscriblng it except
thet py the time you receive tnis I'll be living the soft 1ife of

a world traveler. I got up with the promontory signs of cne of

my colds and thrcugh the cey it hes blossomed into full oloom.
Actually the key to the cey was glven by Glorias, ths ebullient

ons on the team, when she egnncunced et brzakfast that she was

sur~ this was going to bes on2 of taorce days. oreekfast was

hardly over before ons of the Montagnard nale murses came with
word one of the cnild patients was cdying. An hour's effort and

we staved off deati until {ils sfternoon when we lost. In the
meanwhile gnother child went bad and died rather gulickly. Through
it ell we tried to get morning rounds cone. <Young Dr. Pet Desimone
i1s a fine young person but 1like many cf Lis age has some mellowing’
to do. Lacking confidence 1n hims21{ he tries too hard and I find
myself sort of runaning Iinterference between him and the nurses.

He 1s a good doctor and most willing to work, but I guess it takes
cone sparse gray halr to really get slong. FPat takes these deaths
as & personal failure.

~--vi¢ admitted a voren six months preg. in premature lsbor. She
hes placenta preevies and most likely tonight will see some fancy
obstetrics again. :

I'his 1s the first time I have found putting ci. socks a necesszry
preliminary tc writing a letter. wesring my knit slippers and
somewhat short scruo socks the mosqulitoes overdo on my ankles.

I have 2lso had a tough time with pens. Wwhen I errived I had ny
good rerlker, two new Blcs and an old pern that was left in my
brief case. Shortly after I arrivad Shirley lost her pen so I
gave her a Blc. Later Dr. Dew lost his snd there went the second.
My Parker was the next to go and today the old one I was using
wandered away. A4 home I would blame Mitzl but here we blame
Koire, Jesn's unsttractive dog of doubtful lineege. She is a
young dog who recently delivered her first litter. An average
trip down the verenda for her would include sniffing iIn two
coffee cups, destroying a2 chess game with her tall and then
ssuntering on to thie lawn directly in front of us to do her
business. 4t ni_gtt she more or less stays in the metsl bunker
in back of my rocmn and periodically she and her pup riske some

of the weirdest nclses. If they serve dog mest here before I

go eand Nolre is rmigsslng I ba2lieve I'1ll cst some.

My head cold 1is i: the verjy runny stage. I tried to get by today
on the two cldarn usndkerchiefs I could find but by the time I
g0t home they were wringing wet. Rummes.ing around the laundry
room I found a clean diapser and eny n0se says it's the best hand-
kerchief. When I pet another cold 1 shnall borrow one of Billyt's,

I just finlshecd s wonderful boolt - The Tragedy of Lynder Johnson
by Goldman - papsr vack. It zgives a fasclnsting insight 1ato this

-

man wao I think I understand anc appreciste much better now,.
Dr. Snmith has reservations to fly in to Seattle on October 21.
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