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Flan Duv~ll'to~k m~ 1~ hand end placed me 1n the first class cabin 
w!-.icri ~/;ES nice"~inl:e there was confusicn L';:lor-~ in the C08Cti cabin. 
:.S seat';'is ric;tit in the center of stewarcess Eocti-,,lities. Since \ 
the str;ike preven:s the stt:wing of :r.O'·!~S r am enter'tein~d by th~ . 
stewarde~ses r~ve611n~ their frilly edg~d underthings 89 ttey dart 
about 0::1 'their Ii +: tle ex'rends. -- I mf'de ny way back to the coech 
section End fouflQ it crowded like 8 Berdine cen. A kind stew8rdess 
~sed the PA system to find my compa::1ioos. Dr. ~alterJ ebout my 
age, apr:ear~ to be Je\·118h, obvict::.all E:)r:1eh';:at anxious and not too 
well orgfinized (~1d!1!t Get ~lis ~"ot.s, no rnal~-,y'i8 pilla). Dr. PuIs, 
abo'J.t !+(), cQnflder,t on the i-lurfnce O'..lt lcok~nl~ for reassurance. 
Dr. 'I'!lC~,j, lJ.nder 3''', er.thus!astic and ju.'::t ri~~!lt for trds situation. 
tfter dinner I set out my chess set on the ~~et next to me and. sure 
enou~h within S minute~ I had e~ op~onent. --- This has been 8 lon~ 
flight but qui te comf·:-rtaole t!::iEwks tc :ny sooa fortune 1n gettin6 
jn the·lst cless section. There are still some bugs 1n the 747 
hot water fro~ t~e ~rinkinL fountains, cold from the het water tap, 
etc. 

In-Eons Kong - !ios t 0 f t~ -'! ~ i ts :~or' L1~ ',.e !.~ ;-;o\-;' old he t but B 

tour through 8 l3r(e pu'o::"lc rnBr:-::et w!",ere ell the meat dealers are 
located WPS o'lite strlrl:inv 'rhero must r~ave oeen 100 little atolls 
in wLich varIa ~ 8~!~81 carce~ses ~ere in steLer of dissection with 
Ilm_~ure every la~t ounce except the ~ije beln~ used. It was really 
C;;lt~ clean with I>rof~lse a:n:>_:mts of .. ,[;ter :,;.se:::i but the absence of 
re f:.f4gera tion soc. t::e i ncuba tor-Ii ke £, t" . .:s::; h~re ma kes one wonder 
[lO\--J the ultimate ;,,;:; l~umer survives. 

In Seibor, - Itt" I..er-!lSpS fln illusion, Lut 1 t .3e~!led to me the very 
air here lacks the tension of my prcviou3 vl~itR. Certainly the 
str..!et~ are cleafl!~r, t!lere ~:rr'e :nany new si 6 ns Dna far'less mili­
tary r:1ovcmer.ts oot!'o nt:. t!1e airfield ena on tbe streets. fhey !'lave 
strear.lli:1ed tI e l,:;," ~n,n[; process. -- I talked wit!) Dr. Erben, the 
pl'eSeHt field d:r::~:r:)I' ~I.)out Ute F-r.t S.,iUI rel'lDC'e:nent probrDl11. I 
fear that ttte pr0(,le:-:s of politics and iI-:)tocol t.~a;lled up Hit~l u 
dearth of VfVN voluDt~erp may be insur':f1;Juntabl~, out em satisfied 
that my co~ing here offer! the only cnence of implemehting this 
program. 

1 1 m s~eted in a~ ~l~ C47 plrpl€n~ e~eiti~£ te~e for NhB Trang. 
lrionder of ;.,jnnders t'y-:y no,,;·) 'lave conv~ntj ~'r1~1 S~8t2 instead of the 
pipe racks of yest~rJe6r. ;t tne 2irrcrt I rec2gnized one of the 
l·:on tabuard nurs in: nuns from .1.::-n tu.":l. She was a ccompen ied by 
Sister Nflry enci t:_e~' tc.:- are t:ef'ded fe·r KQntu.-:. Sister j-:ary tells 
m,e .rat is just r~c:..:\'erin;; fl'o::n pneu11J~ia end is ~)bvicuslj Hearing 
Jnder t !.l.e stra2,n. In ;:lY fr-evio'..:s tri:-s ":~r~ '!:!,;,sed to complain 
[oout t!'le waste of tine incurred i.:: :r!~ :''''quired overnight stop 
in Nne 1~an2. I'll tave t~ c~~fefs t~et this t~me I w~s looking 
forward :c this - :sv;ir.1.'1'lino;: [; t t!~~~-,~8L,t.L~.1l c~c.ch, dinner- Clt t!le 
f8~'l.'::,'us ?reccb rest5~1!'ant. - r~.is ;,.a:;: c; -t t(~ oe siGce part of t!le 

n~r1]l l.prover..ent in e iciency ;lr:S ~'eer, t!1~ elimination of this 
Hyuver. -- on to :-:ontum. .lore :·i :':j- : L.!.-:-!nd Le..,. &n"i val had 

spreac -:J] USAI:J frapevin~ but ':'1] l~tter haC. not arrived. ,~, 'tJ2nn 

greet!ns by F[t ane in ~inutes I w~s ~oing E inal tap on a 
!:ont['~~(l"r-o r~8:)_~; _'-1;~2i,!:ctej ~)f p01io F.·r.d follo .... 1 tr18t witt, ~x-
cls10f. (II' .~: r::.~t111 Cj:3t 

Gent \ I ~':j ORS tl:'l(; t!,~ 
:;: ~n': CIJ~f"';;': ~,':' " .':C,;tllt.:;[~r(; boy_ !1~-

L~li.' ')f G{\f.-! •. :In Jev!, ~l .-:J.1nl::, doetor' frot.l 
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4th Divis~on. --- !L~.f CrCj~/lt L"': r, vO;.A.U .... ;:lotr.:nard boy :'0 ex-
tre~is ~d~-'·l over·wt.~>;'r;· ;.~:·l~:nIf. :.11 't\r~c 01: us worked.)n ~"L11 
Ftef.I--lr[lt:~ri - ~:. 0~.I"'I~~ler;1 tl'pe~'.) '- <I[:on .~C';I:'" Da tl. r~srlr;iticn -

ear-d!ne; - eX'.orr.nl ·.~er',j1bc mnSE8Je - j:ltr8ef1:::'u:u:~ ndx'eonlln -
flt.i:Q~ - 1~1 eu\.- dr;wr!. All to no &IVA:] :.Jl ~\.~r'~ f,\r'c~a t:', jisccntinJ-4.~ 

after 1 !lour. -- Jr. [;ow is n C!les~ ,(,laJer" 

I'm ~-lsvln~ S'Jt~~ ti ~ tr-o'J:le. T!-.le sK i.Il on t~le back of m~'" lei:t ~lr'ipt 
'::0c,8:.J t..; lrrit9'~~ /~;..or m.; watC!l -- ~ h<!R:;: :;r,c ,;stch on 'J~y o'C!lt -
i t G.;.;e::,~.' t G~ t !:' .:_ ;{ eLC'.lt;h t':J run. --- ~ :':v:, I ':: :IF·ve a moc,r';i to net 
Jet -- la.:,t nie;::.::. ·,.e7 wo,r'~ O..lt in ;.'-:;r<.:e -- , .. 1or·e!!.oad 900 ankles 
leel li~e a rell:: ~~; ~f t~~ CRSC~G.~S, 

'r!'-~e if:cr!" -~~ eV/!~~ :.':! satis:f.~:llnL; trlf~ cef.:"re ~it~e ret art'] ti~r 
::"'8t~rr. "'taf!' ~18"'" .. !;~e 'r~at ~tr!d~s .r. ·rai1.:", ~h~ ;'lptive~ ::.. 
::ulclins tA!chn.!.cb.: c:etsl1s. :: feel :~ ~';L:d ~,>.l~·'~'~ysic81 s~~lape 
sLd s:n enjoyins ,:!.,'~Q tl:e ver/ ~uch. 

T"}r. his 
t-:~nerat:_~I:~.i 3C~":~~'J~lG - r~c..·!c:~d bJ~ ti. s ~G ,;(':~' +--:, );'1. :~,..r·e ~_e r~,- (us~s to 
carr;! [\ ~atcn. !:..~ r!r~t I tt1cac~t 1: t ~~ ~.~~ q ~:-:ll,y l\·~i,-,'~.v!1crasS<t 

.)ut y""~terd8y I i-Je,it tl:rcug"'1 ~~l~ ·.:~.cl!" r.8 .. - w: ~:C'A':: my \.Jrtc"l and 
'ccnscl::CJsly not i:c'~::'r·lnf E:C':l..t t~·.& '!::,.'~. ~ 'lllSt odmit U:ere was 
a sens" of freed·;~ 7 .. t~,e~r:Jt ;:,er f ::,,: s [.~ "- t~·" ~cr'! mllr;\~c 2:.oce 
1"''' ..... ;r." J'l(' i:ir~e r; - ',() .. ~~~ W~ ~ r: S2 ti:'e :::-' er·::ec. 

r 'N!Cl' r:'leduled te> be b'Lc .. cl~ ridi';, "'~. ~ 1(" C'Ja t!d8 ':l!'n~n[;. 
~;le j~ ~n her lElte c:"5, ;JOI':l i'1 i ,'" !:: ~~'J",:J t~lel"" ::nt;l 
P0e 1'-' ac~ t.:r)~n ~~'~:it tc: ~nilt~rJj ¢Jti~r'~' s.~·: 'f'Jg:- ,:-aucated a~~ ~1 nur~-'~ 

,;'nd t!'.et: '.'" n ".::"':n·,: 1'~. Sh~ ~s a very j"~':':vLt ':;Ath-::'lic Add f'r0::;"',V 
:')8ell'tJ~t~.':-:'n t~1L::-. ,~::r ()ne ~i' t ~!e :;iO ... 't ~~c.l:~t li\{~ r,eopl~ I ~.ttlve ev~,L' 

net. .l~t mDs+: ot' UH" time, ~he cr,'; ',tel 'r;~r.18teu 1d u1s-
Ccl8~!or:'3, LiK~ josteros:.", .\nfltL.(~, ~l"'~ Lit Ie ind~reodent 
trans/=:o!'t8ticn 'vlise J. rcunaed U;, n:~ ",:.: ,J1)t usable bike. iih~r: r'il') 

dis::over~c U.if' 2':(~ ::;8iste:: tLat ~Llr'·r;.f.::> r:y ti"'1e h~re I use !ler 
fane;: ;.n ;":,J:lr . C.l:~ w~l~le ~~::!'" ,.0u1...: ·:se t.'le 01'::: one. ;·w,:, t':sd C1j.:t~ 
"11 ~:ri.:).;~ot 8t,(. : ': Dnd it w3'; ;:-;·,l,i ~·tt~;,,~ ~ Gr. ~;f'itL. W~:;; 88id 

S;- ·J.ld eor; C·UI"'. 

/I..~~ in )0iC0n, 111'''' :-~~·r- ~:~~ ~f; ; .. J.l..~t. ,;!,-1~ '!'" ~~~C'J":',~ t~'~Hn lin r:::,,,' ~'r'e:\.'i\--:u:~ 
tour·s. l'~)er"'l ~J .~. t~le r.:,Y'~ ~:.,~::. L.: ;j~t"'nt ."lI'till~r·" ,,,ll~ 8.;:;'il1 
p:r~r, f:.r~~. .t~ ':: 3e~ll ;" WFr' ~:1~ ~r'~'~s ~: ~~.e ; 'Jf?.t""i tc.:l sl.nce I 
~'"l··.L" '~¥',.,_ rln':~ ~~;~ t r ::~ r~t~3~,,-,"~ ..... ~~~re 8r~ ':'~::' tr'" .-.t-4 '"r:s :r •. '-'()V1"~lt~, 
I.;)(;!.<t <oGtum. .::'t~,t new (;Y'ive frr ., t .1-:;~\l du.r·ln,:.; tile dflY-
ti:e W~.ttlOut C'JrI\_:~r:,,, -- '1'1"\1'· '.1:·'(" ,,- :t"l:r~ter.o pVf.l11no::'e :-'\'1; 

enG r 'If JPlly ~:::.. V~ f' .ro,;.r.:_' :[lr. ,-, ::: '. c:' .... i V', m~ i..'~. ~ 1: ,J:"j';:-
~1'1 ... (. :'~J~'f" l:~ -r' r: !- . .J ... ~ "J~(':.18:~ "'T·~~.(; ':~~11~!; ir~ 20·" itl-r~ ~~(f 
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After brea~fast Dr. Dew end I we~t to the hCEpltsl to see only 
the ser1.8!..<.sly ill. (SQ.f1d8.l-) I took CDre of a little boy wit~~ ':' of 
Ip, 8::0 also \-J:::r:":eJ ltP a Nontegnard W!'"l,J ~:$d }SV; (gunshct 'Wotmd-} 
of one arm and flen~. He had been st~Blin6 in a village during 
the niG!lt. The (IT'm wound included fractures 8nd ulnar nerve 
separation 80 I shirped him by chopper to the 71st Evac. Hospital 
in Pleiku .. 

You CAn tell 2eci :~H3t w~:ile I have had to dri.nk lots of instflnt 
ana oth~rwi.se bad coffee, every '1lor!lir,t:: '!S lsi t on the porch 

1,.-' Yeo.~ brines me r: f,:,t of boiled cofr~~ wcrtny of any BE camp coffee • 
. ,' ,....--­

.s,J 
'-'\ The big orgenizcI' is strikir'..£:. nealn. Pat left for Saigon yester-

day (~on.) Dnd Dr. Dew's GO, a Col. in the 4tt D1v. has allowed 
r,Ln to stay here until Frlday. In an &:ttel(lrt tc., persuade the l.t.t!l 
Dlv. to continue allowing one of their ~~ctors to work here I 
c~nce 1 ved tb.e idee of ~)vi ti!"l.s Dr. Dewl s Col. Dnd also the COtl1. 
Gen. of th e 4th :0 come !lere for a Ii si t 0:1 :!:urs. af tel'naon end 
stay for dinner H::'t!~ as. I neve written £ let'!:'er to tbes~ gentle­
,nen explaining xy po~ition here on -::] tr.ird tC'l!- snd our appre­
ciation of Dr-. DewlB servlces. I 81::.;.' noted U18 t on retur'ning 
home from previous totlrs it bas bee,) m~' p le9fHtre in publl c pre­
sentstions to s peak of sHch Good works by the US army. 'rhis 
letter' mus t ge t to t!H~ G~ner8l in ArlKhe, some 70 miles 9'1-U;:l:\', to­
dpy so ! w:ll tr; to see Col. D!llard, Prcvi~c~ Senior Advisor 
at br:akfsst this mOI'ning at 7:00 AM. 3~~rtly,J'll leave on my 
bicycle for NACV. 

Yestel.'d:?,Y was a real herd wGr~{ day. ?'ew pftiects ueinr; ::;:;~i-. ;)(1 

Sundays, Mondey is always busy. The clini~ W8~ p~rtlcularly busy 
wi th 0 large nwnber· of very ill. S!}irlcy G~;t~, ttH': midwife does 
oIl t!10 deliveries here but yesterdt'y IH'l3 two (~eliveries requiring 
some advice so that added to it a lit tle 01 t. 

I remain in excellenL physical condition \vlth only sli6ilt ex­
ceptions. ! have the us~al low grade diarrhea incident to taking 
c!11oroqui n. The s kin on the back of my 1 eft: \,r-i s t has broken ou t 
some. The food is prepared by t.he VI< cook Yeow and is qui te 
adequate. Somewhat lO\-ler 1n protein than I am accustOllled to, my 
own calcrie intake is assured by e plentiful supply of delicious 
bre~J cooked by the sisters. We have quite e b!t of exotic vege-
tn:Jle~ SJ.ch as tl.e chinese food at h,-.:ne. ?'ieat is often ttH~ carmcd 
v31'i.et~T of' US Arm:; origin. Y~sterdfl~: \.;e .iad 0uffalo whictl was 
v~ry good. T~eJ tell me one dey they ~!ll serve dog. Donlt tell 
Hno'" <" , ,i~ \ .. . 
~-"' .• '><... '» j , ~ •. ,' (\ ~\, 

I "J:=':2~1J.St stDl"ting r'o:lnds when t~,e~' called n:e- t:) s~e a l'!ontBt,;nard 
ladY::1 labor witt! B hand pre1'!enta+-:.:::r:... l'his is 8ne of the dreaded 
critical situations in 03. F~tal 10ss frcm asphyxia and ma::ernal 
loss fr'om blood loss is COITL":'!on. ~ie rr:1~de :!:.e various erllerlency 
arrangements and meved her t::; t!:e celi'·er./ rOOrri. There I had the 
good fortune to Eucc~ssfully do a versi~n D:~ extraction by breech 
deli',er;,' and to my surprise bott mothe..r 800 Cilild seem to bave sur­
vived quite well. After tha t it W?s diff::'cult to EO oeck to the 
['m .... n drur']. of t'..l.berculoRis, ::18181':8 ar.c 8:-:1eb:'osis. 

At noon we had 2 lerce grouF of visitorE, field cr~de n~ises and 
f..hys1t)t',~l'apists ",:,() .in a sense we!e Clit 8::!ei.Gt, 'h.i'J the otter half 
live:;. 'I'hey were nice but: r suspic~.cr' ~c:r.e~'I~Jnt taken back by our 
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pr.1mltive worklrl[ ~:lviron!rJent. r'urtbe:rm·::lre t!lOy shot my noon OEJP­

time. 

Afternoon clinic wes light (89 ppt1ents for the two of us) 

I have no doubt been ','ery confusing reC:;8rc1.nE dates of letters. 
Not onlv am I doi~~ ~ithout a watch, I hrvon't seen a calendar 
since a~riving her~. 

My Jahnar vocabulary is increasing. 

I should toll V(:J!' l!.ttle pbout our living G:.larters. rrhese are 
located Boout J L.l::::cks from t!lO t.os}:.ital mid co:-r:.prlse t\.:o Juildlngs 
as below. 

, 

! 
. \ 

i 

i 

-- ... 

{('+(k"" 

" . 
L. .~ t 

~ '"--,,--- ~.--~~---"'::--r-----~ 

{lIZ. lJ') , 
" Be) 

-I 

't 

r'!'>':" ........ ~ 

I 
\ 

\1 
, 
.~ . 

, \:' 

I " --! :'l.; 
.l 

, 
I 
L.-

- . ---
I ........ -­
\./ 

/J(./ 

1'- . 

,,) .) 

~'- " ! ". 

, 

\ 
i 
I 
I , 

They tell me this is the f':'rst tir.:e t~!ey !18Ve let one man stay her'e 
alone lol':'th all t~lese ladies - perhaps a complimen t to my charact{~r 
or a reference t2 ~y advancing age. It's really reuch like going 
on an HE o..ltlng Jl B :nale is so outm.Wlber~d !lere that it would be 
impossible to become involved with anyone of them. 

The water supply co::nes froIT: e small tan~ on the root which is 
filled by ~1and punp ~ach dey. Thus w'! heve oelll cold water and 
one takes a n~arl'y dry s!low'!r. r heve [or.,.. ur to ~{ACV severa.l 
tlmes to partake of their more luxurj ous !!ct water showers. I 
tlOpe t!le malaria pills work. r we~'l' t:';cni..;s all day long but in 
the evening r put on the knit slipperR. W~ile I sit and write 
the mosquitces hav~ t!:eir :'le81 on fly ankles. 

I have .,:or-ked much herder- thus far thfe tour t!:.et1 the previo'.ls 
ones Jut I expected that. You 6sked !;::",i t~~e t .. enther 1s tlere. I 
don't ;.cnoN the temperature in degr~~s./ut h'~~ live in open wi!'1dOH 
rooms 24 hours A (F' Y and mas t c,f t ~le tic:;.e r he ve only e s cr'u.G 8 u-:. t 
on and haven't t~en cold yet. P-.is is the rainy seaeo!') and for a 
good pnrt of the dey the sky is cloudec: 8:.(1 t:,~re are frequent 
~hort opells of rain. Then periodic~lly t~e sun will come out And 
it seems to raise the tef1p~r[lt:U'~ l'~ 31~:1;)!:;t. inAtantly. 

'i 
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In the far distance I cen h~8r the periodic rumbling thunder of 
large bombs from high flying American planes, dropping on Cam­
bodia. One does a lot of thinking and considerable discussing 
of philosophical nature in such a situation as this. I believe 
America is a gr~ fl t 8 nd well ne B nin b coun try but the ro is an 
eniGma 1n the foct that a few milo!: ap8rt natives are dying fl"Ortl 

.flmerican borr.bs vJhile others are beine; succorred bJ fl,merican health 
personnel. 

You will recall I told you about sending the letter of invitation 
to the general of tt-Je 4th Div. snd inclading in it my observations 
about what a great thing it was to have their young doctors help­
ing here aad how I hoped they would continue it. ~e were not sur­
prised. to recei ve B phone call t t;8 t be wou 10 nc t be able to rna ke 
it. However, today Col. Harris, Dr- Dew's CO s!lOwed up. After 
introductions he made some reference to tae fact that his trip 
here was precipitated by a sugsestion from the general which 
originated from some letter he had received. I played dumb. The 
Colonel was very i~pressed with the operation here, wonder of 
wonders decided to leave Dr- Dew here until next Friday and pro­
mised to continue s ending at le as t one doc tor as long as the 4th 
Division is here. !,ssuming this continues for several m,-mths, if 
I accomplish noth~~:;7 else, my trip here hl3s been wort~)w!:lile. 

t· 

I was not lookinf, for'VJard to h Elvi ng the re s pons io i li ty tor the 
tlospital all to myself for the several days until Pat gets beck. 
Dr. Dew was very pleBsed to stay although he 1s suffering lack or 
mail since he has been unable to nave it brought up here. The 
Col. promised to try to ge tit sen t up here and my opinion of hiM 
\-Jtll be greatly enhanced if he follows t!H"ongh with this little 
detail. 

I don It think I mentioned there is a new Swiss nurse here by 
name of Rita. She speaks Frenc!"l but apparently of a different 
accent since she doesn.t understand mine w~ll - he ha • 
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Tbl. morn1ng I agaln got up early anQ went to MACV by cyole. I 
bad a big Amerlcan breakfast - eggs, bacon, hot cake., juice en4 
cottee. and. I reall, enjolod it. Sinoe t be regular 8 taff be re 
can.t 40 that I don't teet I snould go very otten, but now and 
than It's good tor a cnange. 

Horniag rounds went rather routinoly. Arter lunch Capt. Dew and 
two ot the nurses wont Iw1mm1ng. I cycled back to KieV, had s 
long bot shower end a haIrcut. In searchIng for the barbershop 
I !ound they bave a Px operated snack bar wbere tbe, sell such 
tbinss as hamburgers, sandwicnes and sort drinks. In a nice 
.hady spot I sat and ste this ntce stateside tlpe sandwioh and 
read - delightful. 

Th1s evening we were invIted by Capt. Harsh to the offioers' 
olub ot the 10cel helIcopter group for • cook your own steak 
d1nnor. All In all my stomach 1s QuIte pleaaed with thIs day_ 

/1 learnod a new medical prooedure today. Sh1rley got some pepper 
I 1n bel' eye st lunch. The VIetnamese co ok found her trying to 
r wash it out. The cook lnslated abe bad e better treatment. W1th 

ShIrle1 bendin& over at the waist tbe cook poured cold water on 
I, each ot her blg toes. Shirley swears it worked. I can't wal t 
\. to try 1 t at the RaMO. 

\.. 

Sunday - I went to cburch at MACV wh10b WlS both enjoyable and up-
lifting. Tbey sIng tbe old familiar hymns, A men's quartet 

lang WHy Ancbor Holda" and It was all I could do to keep trom 
JoIning in. The Bormon was on love and baaed on 13th Cb. of I. 
Oorlnibians;" Perbaps I tbought it was good because be spoke 
thoughts I agreed wltb. 

Atter churcb I got one or my familiar Ideas and InvIted the nurs­
ing Itaft to be my guests at MACV tor Sunday dinner. The meal 
made me thInk ot Thanksglving. Ne were served a allce of meat 
loar, a veal cutlet and potatoes and gravy on a oompartmented 
tray_ Then from a buffet I loaded up on beots, a tuna 8alad, 
oanned peaches and 8 alIce ot deliclous plain cake wItb brown 
Bu.sar Icing. ThIs topped off wi ttl a cup of coffee waB a f1 ne meal 
and enJ01ed'by all. My concentration of description of roba. tile 
palt two days may lead you to • tlurry ot CARE packages here. 
Pl •••• don't. Actu.ally there are snack items available 1n tile px 
and I'm not auffering. I do not wIsh tb.e long termers nere to 
coaolude the t I oon8ider the1r tare unworth1 nor to lnoi to 1n 
them aD1 unhappiness ~th their cuiaine whIch will continue long 
arter I have lert. 

I am SCheduled to leave here (Kontum) 6 Sept~mber supposedly on 
a d1rect tligllt to '.lgon. The W8Y these tbings work out I 
wouldn't be surprised it 1 have a atop over 1n Rha Trans whtaa 
wouldn't b. hard to take since I stIll have a h.nker1ng tor the 
be.cb. there. A8 long 88 I get to Saigon on t be 7th end depart on 
the 8th 11m. fifle. HI visa expires on tile 8th and b.eaven onll kr~ow. 
woat diplomatiC maneuver1ng tbls would engender. 
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r bope you oan tell from my letters that all goes well hero. I 
teel very woll, there Is no reason to tear my personal security, 
and ~tm happy aoc satisf1ed with the decisioo to make this tour. 

25 Augus t 1970, Tuesday 
Dear Bev, Cheryl end Peggy, 

HaVing received letters trcm eaoh of you 1n the past two days I 
know I can count on your underat.nding mt wrItIng ooe letter to 
all three ot: ,you. I very lllucn apprecIated the various descrip­
tions of ttle Van Tl"Ump expod.ltion and share Bev'. dellgllt in 
tni. auccess. It is perbaps s1gnificant tilst the tour difterent 
accounts I received trom the partIc1pants were indivIdually 
unIque except for two things, 8 unanimity of opinion about the 
material deposited on Bev's hat and the goodness and plentiful 
amount of tood at tbe Copper Kettle. Take my word tor it girls, 
when IOU reech my age e conside:rable amount 01' enjoyment Is 
attained in vicarIously sharing some of the good times our young 
onel are baving. I 8m Clost grateful for the tine frIendship tbe 
thNe ot you share. I am alao grateful tbat during my absence 
you bave inclw:1ecl Gwen in sane or your dolngs. 

!Uater Jolargar'et Mary, a ouraiug nun here 1. sbortly fin1shlng her 
tour. Sbe bas worked w ittl the Montagnard nursing nuna end tonIght 
the stett hed all of them to dinner. The d1nner was cooked bl 
Shirley Chu, the Chinese midwlee I prev10usly mentioned. Indian 

curry on rice and delicious stewed chIcken, jello salac with 
scraped carrots, pudci1ng 8 nd corf •• , tb.1a was 8 fin. meal and 
enjoyed by all. The petIte little Montagnard nun., clotbed 1n 
thelr all concealing hablts showed only their smiling brown taces 
and hand.. They were jolly and gLggly between tbemselves but 
somewb.a t repressed by us weB terners \lAtil I go t them to play 
"Simon S8Y8 tb.Wllbs up. fI We had a gooQ tIme w1th ttJI t and even 
more wI ttl "concentration" the game baaed on remembering your 
8s.18ned number and responding to its call 1n rhythm to the h.and 
olapp1ng. Slnoe we used Mont.saard numbers tney got greet fun 
out of our clumsy attempts at pronunciation. My friend Capt. Dew 
ba8 • southern accent to an uitimete degree and what ne does to 
tne EnglIsh language must be noth4ng oompared to the Montagnard 
ton,... 

aeverl, aaked me aome searohing questions about VN obl1dren, some 
ot Wbich I will not be able to aOlwor sicee v1rtually all mt ex­
perience is 1n tne medical treatment ot Montagnardae Manl of the •• 
cbildren come to tne hospital from v111ase. essentially untouohed 
by wbat we call clvI1ized man. I bave heard It s81d that their 
vl1lage life Is comparable to other c1v11Izat1ons 3000 years sgo. 
Like A~erlc8n chlldren at the dootor's 6tf10e tbelr behavior 18 
varled; Some start crying at the door, some are scared but brave, 
aome respond to a smile and a tickle and many warm lour heart wItb 
theIr unlabll1ted respoDse to acta ot kindnea.. Few we .oe wlth 
mInor dl8ea.e and manl with man'a worst lomat1c affliotions. Pro­
bably the most str1k1ng are tbe ones w1th malnutr1t1on, their akin 
oaked witb dirt, tneir pipestem erma and legs, protruberant bell1es 
end aunken .,ea and cneeke. One .8sily develope. 8 feellng ot 
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anger and revulsion or the Ignoranoe whloh made tblm thus until 
one remembers piotures ot sim11ar children at Dacbau. I heye 
watched them at play. They are natural builders. For the most 
part dirt 18 their medium 1n whicb tbey dlg bolos, or dredge 
little cbannels from mud puddles or pile up Inco mounds. Later 
on sticks are the1r toys. Except for tho. 0 tow a880clated with 
we.terners I have never seen one playing w1tn a tarmal toy, al­
though It's possible tbey may have tbem at home. 

Tbere will be a great field tor educatora 88 well e8 be.lth 
workers here for generations. Unrecognized by MOat Amerioena 
except those who bave served here the Montagnards are considered 
by the more sopblsticated Vietnamese to be an inferior raoe and 
tboytace much the 88me problems whicb other mlnorlty races bave 
raoe. in man t shistory_ At present only 8 ernall percentage evor 
go to achool, and 1 t 1s tn. exceptional one who progr_usea beyond 
the equivalent ot fourth grade, I bave not met one who bas attended 
hlgh 8co.ool, and Itm sure tbl!lt tb.e only ones who have obtained 
bigber education have been adopted or obtained unusual help from 
forelgners, Yet there 1s eVidence that In SUitable environment 
theso people can learn and ere capable ot deductive roe.oning. The 
Icung run who served 8S rfl1 interpreter tor. t1me had ad.qua to 
commaod of mngli8h, Prench, Vietnamese and besldes his native 
Sahoer, several other tribal dialeots. 

Dr. fat SmIth bas adopted a It year old MontasnaN b01 by n.e at 
Det. I believe be vas about two years old wnen his motber was 
killed a nd be 11gb tly wounded. S 1. nee ttl 1s tlme he ha e 11 ved on 
tbe compound here, surrounded mostly by 8 changIng statt and 
oountless visitors. Lacking peers 88 playmates be reaots readl1,. 
to grown ups. I think he 1s too young for letters and Dr. SM1th 
does not w1sh bim to nave many t018 suoh 88 our oh11dren grow up 
~itb. I would think that l1ttle chIldren's books would probably 
be appropriate'. . 

Tbanks aga1n tb r the le tters end for whe t you glrl, have meant in 
our 11ves. Like Peggy. I have 8 slight mel.nonolle feeling about 
the approaching end of thIs summer for you, somewhat 11ke the 
reeling I heve on tbe last day of a partioularly great hiking 
trip. But beve r.l tn, 1 t 1s In the scheme ot th1ngs tbs t there 
will be otber mountalns to cllmb, ot~r skl slopes to conquttr, 
other vl,tes to vIew -. and 1f not, que lera sera. 

Love, 
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,/ OUr worl< at tile nospital Il8d been rather routine today unt1l tile 

j end of the day. In the morning we admltted a prlmlp breeon. She 
has slowly labored througb the dey_ Shirley, the chinese midwIfe, 

bas excellent trainIng 1n conduct1ng a normal delIvery. She has 
alao been trained that an1 abnormalIty of labor i8 in the pro­
vince of the physician. The young, ml1ttar1 doctors b.ere, pre 
Dew in Inte,nal medioine, Dr. Horner in surgery end Dr. Faokleman, 
have completed two years reoent training in their spectalttes and 
oonsequently 1n those fields I learn from them. They are glad to 
leave the 08 to me and I ara happy to do it in tnt. environment 
~h.r. even my clums, bands have somethIng to offer 1n oomplicated 
ca.es. r.~ any rate by the end of tne day our primip was makIng 
slow progrea. wo ad.mltted another lady in advanoed labor with a 
breeoh -- dOUble footling. She progressed rapidly and the deliver1 
of the lower half of tbe baby was simple. At thIs polnt r found 
ahe had cloOlb.le duohal arms (Peggy will e xplaln). ThIs was rela­
tively <t8aily reduc~d but the combination of the double footl1ag 
and the double nuchal arm left us witn cervical dystocia (Itm not 
sut's of bis wri ting, go) 1n an unanesthetized WOlun. ~1 til con­
aider.ble tractlon sad pressure from above I was flnally able to 
deliver the baby - a real Apgar O. (?) wdth the rather' primitive 
equipment we were able to do a good job of resuscItation and tbe 
last report I bave indicates mother and child doing well. 

Tuesday. fle primtp breeoh. This delivery dId not turn out as 
well. About·~ tlour before the actual delivery we lost the fetal 
heart tones. The breech dell very was again oomplloated by bi­
lateral nuanal arms endt.b.e coacommi ttant delivery of the pla­
centa wb1ch bad seperated prematurely. The baby gave no sign ot 
11te. The mother was awake and aware through it all end I was 
aga1n amazed at the eQuanimity with which tbeae people aooept 
tha t wbicn we would co !laider II tragedy_ 

Our morning rOi.U1da we£lt well wh1ch W88 tortunate for at the end 
ot them I bad a traffic acct •• nt Victim to suture. --- OP 011ntc 
was the usual rush ro110ved by II long repair of II badly lacerated 
f1nger. 

The d.Y8 are flying by tas t now. Dr- SSti tfl"·was due .becl{:yesterciey 
80 I expect her by Friday. It would have been a really tough 
time for me If Dr. Dew bed not been here and r'm very grateful. 

Yoij m1ght inform Karl that I bsve developed the Kontum 
variety of the P II. I prop an empty beer oan on tne top ot ~~ 
door at nIght so the t it. anyone opens the door I tl1 be awakened. 
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26 Aug. I,1oI'ning rounds went smoothly. Actually we are 1n e bit 
of • lull at prosent between the waves of near epidemics which 
sweep th~ villages. As a result Dr. Dew and I have steadily cut 
ttle census down from 200 to 150 in Petts absenoe. Also tbe OP 
ollnic loadi. down. Recently when the oensus was higb they were 
seeing many':0880$ of wnooplng cough but th.is nas ceasCld. 

Last Sunday Dr. Dew eaw the local Catholic Father, an older out 
large end capable man and a petite little Montagnard nun carrying 
e wooden altar down tne 81ale between the beds 1n preparation ror 
the Sunday s . .ervlce. Ttle 11 ttle nun was 8 truggling wl ttl her end 
so Dr. Dew, ,.belng a good man re11eved her of her lOllld. He 'WtlS 
nonplussed when the Fether beckoned to the nun and had her take 
hls end, leaving the two of them to carr! the altar. Told wLth 
Dr. Dew's southern accent I thought thie wes hilarlous. 

Thurs. Gloria, the practioal nurse end general publIc relations 
person here was going to drive patients to .Pleiku toda,.. There 
being no OF clinic la the afternoon I decided to go with ner for 
which she was glad sInce sbe doesn't like to drive. In my two 
previous tours here this road wes consldered 8 no man's land, but 
now is Quite sate. After stopping at the 7lst Hasp. I drove over 
to tbe Province Hoap. where Gloria dropped me oft and went on 
errands. I had previously heard that one of tne enli.ted men by 
neme of Pickus, from Puyallup, had extended his tour and was stlll 
tbere. Furthermore he and my former interpreter', Maria, are to 
be married next month. I had a tlappy reunion wi to them and also 
wi to anumber of the otneI' 'IN interpreters and nurses. Visl tins 
the.e familiar areas I found myself half expecting to see Dale 
comIng aro"~d the corner er walking. cross tile 'yard. 

Wnllo I was there a young Montagnard bOl was brought In with a 
large paInful abscess on hls forehead. Dr. Castoll!s, unhappy 
wIth the army, eleven montns 1n country and eager to go home 
treated tbis boy with Buch kindness end compassion it ~'8 beauti­
ful. Added to the many other benefi ts of cOallng nor'o I must add 
that witnessing SUC!l things as this makes me proud to belong to 
the same profoss1on and also proud of our uo~ntry. It W8~ An 
experIence 1'11 not torget snd yet I'm sure It Is repeated m~ny 
times 1n this oountry. 

The big news 1s Pat got b~ck today. Her trip to Saigon W&~ most 
sucoesstul and it is now detin1 te (wl thin tne realm of dotlni te 
here) she wIll be going home around the laat halt of October. Dr. 
Hortman will be her replacement (CRS doctor) backed pp by a 4th 
Di v. doctor end mos t lIkely I't VPVll p!lssicia n. 

FrL The chop}Jer from 4th D1v. came about 11:30 bringing [;1'. 
Dew·. replacement and car'rying him back to An Kne. H~a replace­
ment is • young Capt. Pat Desimone, 1 year training in" internal 
medicine and 10 months In Vletnam, all in the field. He seems 
very nice, dedicated and capable. Thero 1s little formality he~e. 



• 
11 

I g •• eted him at tne c~rp~r. escorted him Into tne hospital. 
be ahook banda wIth Dr. Dew, wbo plftced hIs stethoscope around 
his neck and wblle Dr. Dcr. rlln for the chopper' Dr. Deflirnone 
Legan makIng rounds whe~e Dr. Dew had left ort.-~---I w~s fueslng 
with 8 1 yeer old t1. b~by who hnl!! dIarrhea and some other mysterious 
life endengel'lng malady. --- OP clin1c wes fierce. Not only a 
1e rge number of pe t1ents but qui te a tew ve.ry SiCK ones requiring 
edmlaslon. ---Our wind up rounds revealed six critlc~l11 111 
patients, two 4 to 5 ,oer olds witn the seme appearing disease a8 
the little one I fussed over all dey_ I spinal tapped ell of 
them but no slgntflc~nt findlnbs. We think it's probably 
cerebrB 1 welsl'ie. One of tbem went bad l!I bout 7: 30 and Dr. 
Deslmone ond I spent 80 hour doln~ the last aosperate things but 
deeth w~e not to be denied. ~e fioally left:.the boepit~l at 
9:]0 feelin6 thoroughly wbipped. 
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From e letter to Larry ana Sheryl: You would perticularly enjoy ., 
Cl!pt. gew, doctor from, the 4th Div. F'roduct of an ~ld line southerla\,_ 
feMily, he hes e~pouseQ the c~use of e receless eoclety. Reered 
in affluence, he e8chews inheritance and plans e career in ece-
Gemic medicine, t!:e finencial stepchild of our profession, (simi-
ler to Geology rr~fes80rs). Surrounded by conservative democrats, 
he CEllls himself a socialist. Here, safely EHi8S from the demanes 
of mili tary life, he weers e !':ontegnora :::eedband, beads, a loose 
fitting jumper, fDtigue .pants end combat uoots. l'ie meke e peir 
w"lk:inS to the hCSi-I tal, he in that got up and rae in A scrub 
suit find s8[)oelB. lie CAlls himself I!\ ccward but wes ewarJ.ed U:e 
soldier I s medel for ,Plilling injured GIs from e crashed chopper. 

Dr. Jim Touhy, my young friend from tte trl~ over arriv~ci for a 
visit. He tH3S beer: Harking at ~ui :tHlOn h:)spitel. Dr. 3mt th 
visited !1here on !H:r vJ8'1 h:;rr.e. He has been v;orking wit!. Dr. 
Hnffmen, :JRS pr:ys ic ia n: He is the one \,J!lO will x·eple ce Dr. 3mi th 
on her home tour. I hAd tAlked to Dr. Touhy 8bcut spending tne 
second pert of his tour (he is go i nt: t:) s taj' for 4 mon thB) here. 
Since he hes been working solely with Vietnamese end is anxious 
to experience the ~:ontB3nerds. It wOLilci. appeer the t the replilce­
men t pro£;r81:1 is in [ood s hllpe l'I t present. 

---.l S~ii e man W!lO tH~d been bitten by !1'~S ao(.> Slnce rabies is 
not l,lnusuBl here end they neve tl rOl..ltine tIer!'"' that in such cir­
cumstances the dog should be tied up. Wllen asked if he had done 
so he explained th~t after the dog h~d bItten him he hit the 
dog on th~ heed wi th l'I piece' of w.J;;;d, killed it !lind ate t t before 
coml n-g· ... into the hospi tel. Perh~ps you S!1 -:uld p~s s this l'Ilong to 
Bones. ---- on the 03 front I c~n re;ort I delivered Je!n Platz.s 
dog N~tre yesterd~y. Actually sbe nad two pups yesterday morning 
down Bt the hospital, one alive and one deed. r took the jeep 
down end picked her' t!nc. the one pup up end delivered them back 
here to the house. Life continues lnterest1n6. 

Sunday -- This morning after m8~ins rounds on the urgent ones 
I went to cburch with several of the nursing sterf including 
Sis tel" l'rerg~re t E!'!ry 8. nd Sf s tel" Vincent {Eon tegnerd} end GloriA 
ecumenical, I~o. In tr'ibute to Sister j·:sre:tn:et's dep8r'ture 
Gloria 3at1ii the femiliar srrengemell t of t ~.c 23d Psalm. It w~s 
beautiful. h'e also sang scv~rf:ll cth:<:.:r fn,dlLf'r bsmns I<I!llch I 
of course enjoyed. I took the ~~cle G~n~ to ~~CV for Sund~y 
dinner -- roe::: t bee f, .';leE: !.~d pote toes, bruB sel sprouts, ra bLi t 
food, canned cherries and cookies. ~ct s drop of Nuk Mohm in it. 
Rie~lt a rter lunch we got word of e i b~l ".: GS~: Ct! SU'" 1 ti es arriving 
at the rlospi.tal. It's 10 o'cloclt new B::C He L.·we just finished. 
I must confess th5t the ole:: man is ~e~rtr:t: co\\n. Tod~y ~vt.'lS p~r­
tlcularly tryin6 r:ot only be:::eus~ )f t !1e number and seriollsness 
of tte petients but !t was coosider~bly corepliceted bS co~p8ny. 
The ~enerel of the 4th celled to E~y he would not meke it but 
Col. l;elson, surgeon from the 71st did CO:-1e 'Vi: th severel sight­
seers. I don't see ho...,~ tbe regular ~.::e(:rle here keep it up but 
the n t hey are refler~~01e peo~le. Ther~ 13 a bi t of enemy [lC ti vi ty 
outs ide of Kon:i1~ the pas t h10 days but thus fer nothing near us. 

J~ 
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This having been 8 bad day I would hesitate ~~scr:bing it except 
th!t oJ the time you receive t~lis I'll be living the soft life of 
!I'world traveler. I got upwittl the promontory signs of one of 
my colds ~nd through the dey it hes blossomed into full bloom. 
Actu~lly the key t~ the dey ~as giveo by,Glori!, the ebullient 
one on the teem, ~hen she ~nncunced Pt bre~kfast that she was 
SlJl:'''!' t!.i.is was going tu b~ on! of tt ..... o!"~ days. DI'eekfast \-Jas 
!lerdly over before ()ne of tb~ Nont.3grj,~rd rl.!lle JIlursos came wi th 
word ooe of the c~ild patients was dying. An hour'S effort snd 
we st~ved off deatj ant!l t~:E ~ft~rn~on when we lost. In the 
meenHhile 2nother- child wer.t bad and dleo rat~r quickly. Throubn 
it ~ll we tried to get morning rounds 'one. Young Dr. p~t Desimone 
is a fine young person but like meny cf his 15 ge hl-'s some mellowing· 
to do. Lacking conf'idence 1n hLuself he tries too hard and I find 
myself 89rt of runnLlt; interference between him and the nurses. 
He is a good doctor end mest willing to work, but I guess it t~kes 
::.: ome spars e bray !18 ir . to rea IIi ge t slang. Fa t te kes the s e deo tns 
as 8 personal f8il~re. 

---w·ie ad:nitted a "';Oicnu six mont!lS pre~;. in premtlture labor. She 
has placenta praevl!! end most li~ely ton1gJ.t -..;111 see SOllIe f~ncy 
obstetrics again. 

This is the first time I have found l-"...:.tti:l~ cr. socks a necess[!r'Y 
preliminary to writing 8 letter. ~e8ring my knit slippers and 
somewh~t short scrub socks the mosquitoes overdo on my ankles. 
I have ~lso had e tough tiMe with pens. When I arrived I had ny 
good rl!rker, bow :1e\-\ Bics and an old pen tb.., t W!9 left 1n my 
brier C3se. Shortly after I arrived Shirley lost her pen so I 
gave her 8 slc. L~ter Dr. De~ lost his snd there went the second~ 
lory Parker "\oW!l'S the next to go "cd today the old one I W8S using' 
wandered aw~y. At home I would blame ~1tzi but here we blame 
Noire, Jesn's unllttrllctive dog of doubtful lineege. She is a 
young dog who recently delivered her first litter. An average 
trip down the veranda for her would include sniffing in two 
coffee cups,' destroying 8 chess game with her tall and then 
s8unterln~ on to tne lawn 6:rectly in front of us to do her 
business. At ni~ht she more or less ~t8yS in the metel bunker 
in back of m.y roo:'! and perioaicolly she and her r;up rGl!lke some 
of the weirdest ncises. Ir they s~rve dog ~eat here before I 
go end Noire is ~iG8ing I believe I'll ~~t some • 

.My hefld cold is i:. the very runny staE;e. I tried to get by todoy 
on the two clear. :i&ndkercr.iofs I could find but by tho time I 
got home they were wringing wet. HwnIr.!!6ing tlround the laundry 
room! found s clean diaper ,na !ny ~ose sass it's the best hand­
kerch':ef. When::: ce~ another cold 1 s!1all borrow one of Billy'S. 

I jus t finished a Honderful boott - The Tragedy of Lynden Johnson 
by Goldman - pap~r oeck. It gives a f~scin&ting insight into this 
man who I think I understend and ep~reci3te m~ch better now. 

Dr. Smith has reservations to fly in t::> 'Seattle on October 21. 

J.J 


