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·: L·y·, ; . .. . The highland groups of th~ Indochinese peninsula; on the:~(:f\_:> ·T ')<~ ... ;.t 
<· '(:: !' ; '., . · other lrnnd, have remained relatively aloof from these great cur~.;."'.! i" · , . .. 1 . 

.. ': . . . . , · · .. >.; rents of history. This is 11ot to say that they lmve been completely'. )~.1 '!'. 1 
:·.: • .''\.\, :.· .:·;.i_:·:·"· 

< ~\ ·; ·. / ; ·. ·. · " "":' isolated from outside contact or that their societies havo .• •;:fr 1 .· .. : • •. , 

·': r'. (·.· ·/.. : ":,} ~~~:i:~~u~~~1~~~~~~·d ~~~Z11~~~~p\:1;~a~l~ ;~~~/,~~t~~~!:c: .. :!.~; ~ \':\ j:' . :) H :: < i~ ·•· ... ! 

. }:,.··• : : . I ::::,::~~~~·~~~~;,!~~~~'fi:: ~~:.. c.;~:;~:/:y;~:i:~!:~ti~ •:;~i':i , : ::i .......... :.-.·.··:···'.··:. !.·~·:.· .... :·: .. :··• .. ·.:·:..-·.··.· ... ····:···:··· ... ,~·.·.:·····.:· . "· : -. ,. ' '::. :·· r.· in the borrowing of culture' traits. Also, since the mid-nineteenth : ·~'('.; ' . ; ... 
',;'. :i·: './ ,·._<':;:.:·:.:· century, a number of groups, particularly those in the sout11em';;/\j 

.... , · · · :; · . ;:.. '..\. ~ictnamcsc highlands, ha vc had contact with the French. Essen- :; !? : j ; .·: ; : ._r : ·:, · , . · 

:" . . . . /" :.': tmlly, however, the highlnncl people ( montagnard) have not be·:.:~{'.!'' .. · !· ~ .•.. 

·.: k :· i: i ·· ( · · · ·:, : '_ come part of any of the great traditions that have touched them;'; :i~ :: " '.. j _.;: .> ~ .... _ ·. -
.· · · · .· : >; · they have not been "civilized." ;: '.\' ·; j. -, ··" · 

'.:; i· .· Linguistically, however, there is considerable variation among'.:;::: 1 ; ~;.;: ·: .. 
tl10 hill tribes. The Rhac.16 and J arai speak closely related Jan~;: >_,:; , -;· ' " · I 
gunges· tlrnt belong to the Mala yo-Polynesian stock, · wl1icll : .: ·: i · : : .... . . 
includes Cham; the Mnong, Sticng, Bahnar, and Sedang Jan-." '.·/.: ! 
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guages belong to the Mon-Khmer stod~, which includes Cambo-;·;: '. > :: ; 
di:m. This docs not imply formidable linguistic barriers, howcver,Ji!T;! 

. as groups speaking different languages (whether of the same:;~ ::,:~f: 
,. . stock.or not) but located in contiguous areas are sufficiently fa·~\Lfli 

1 • : • miliar .with one anothcl"s languages to communicate, with relative,);;~~~:; , 
· -: -· . , \ · • · . : , r· •.. _ _. ~: i 

. . • . · . . .. . . · ease. . . , .... ~~ : !. . 

j 1•; '. ! !· 

' : ·., A B~·ief Ilisto~ical Sketch.1 Between tl1e ninth and th~ twelft~1>;1·'.: .• ::!: .·~. 
... : ·centuries, the l11ghland area of southern Laos and Victnam is;;·:.;~:.r ·~ 

.. · mentioned several times in accounts of t11e intermittent strug-:~_;;~;~; :: 
.. : : glcs between t11e kingdom of Ch~mpa (whose capital city of i :. '.~:-:; r '_ 

· · Vijaya was on the coastal plain of what is now central Vietnam) ('.~::.:i . 
. : : ·: :: ~ · · and the Khmer empire (whose capital was at Angkor, near tho;:~·'.:;: I 
, :; : . .. . Tonlc Sap in present-day Cambodia). In those struggles the area : .:: ;< J ~ . 

• , . · ·. · :' ;-, . • . wns a buffer zone, wl1ich of ten passed from the control of 01.10.; :.'. \':. ·· 1.' 
·";: .: ; .;i . ; .. ' sido'to tlmt of: tl~c othct. In times of peace .trade between the·t~!t::1\:~ 

~ :: ·~ ·~" ·- ;.'. ·.. . two kingdoms was, can·icd on over a l1ighland rpute. Occasionally,:fH;~'.\i-~~ . 
: , · ._,. ./ · .. ,:. , l1ighlanders parti~ipated in events of t.he period; in 1149, fo~ ~· i'. j::·i y; 

< ;. : : · ' · r ·' .,· .' example, ·an army composed of Cham, Vietnamese, ,and members: ~h \ti~ 

: i . : ·• '.: .'. '. . . S.:. : l . . ·• Eirccpt ns noted, historlc~I mnlcri:tl on tl1c higl1Inndcrs co~cs from -~o~~tte '.l.t }i;'.;j ;_ 
i ,. . ,1, ! ·-'< i'.'; . <;"·": .,' , .;;.:. '. ·: ( ~055:171~):' ;T~ is ,tlie mnjor h~torical sourc.~ for.tlie highl~cls. ~f.:~uth.e~ .:i\'.~~'.",: 1;; . 
~~,·~.~:~ '.,'1;,:;·:·>.:;." . .-~·:.::·;::~>.'· V1~tnnm":::+"-.-;-.·; .. :. . ·::-: . . ; .::.' :::.: ';.>{::'.(:,;'.-!i:'.Jl 
''· ... I ... .. .... ( 746] '' ·' .. ' ' .. , ' .. , .. ," .• ,.;,. .. \ ... ·I· 
:. ! 1 :, ' ·: ~' :,' ,: • '~· •4 ~ ·:,·,"• -', .' • • • I: ... ,:,'~. t'· .... ' '• .' .t • '. l •. > ,: .. :·.' ~· •• ·, .. ;'. ·.·<~.:· .. ?·,; ~ :.· :~.: ·,,1 •• ;~ .. 
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!'j .. ' ;. { ASPECTS 01" lIILL TnIDE Lll'E ·;,:;;.·•,I ":i:jl .

1 

.... ;! 
;:1 < . of several highfand groups· fought an unsuccessful battle against.,:,:·,.:.'.~~ ~;.:: 1:. J

1
d_. . .'·; ::; . " ' ' 

. .. f. d' Kl " · , .. "· 11 1 • · •• ,., . an army o mva mg 1mer. . :·:·~· ;i::: ·>: 'i.,~I :. '~ .. H .• , .' · The year 1150 marked the beginning of a long period of Clmm," ... ;. ":'1_1:: ~; .: ! .. '. J!. f>: f '. .; 
~ f' y .- · hegemony over most of the high plateau. This ended in 1471 ; . .-.),,'.-j;~.j :~ jJ Ji>, i > 

... ;.j" .·';'.with tho d?fcatof :he Ch.am by the Vietnamese, W~10 then CX•.::::({\:\.11. ·: Jt:p:: 1··'.~; ... : . 
!') . '.,~ · · tended th01r authority to mch11.1c some; of tl1p areas mland from : \ :;'_.·: ;; ;: : ; 1 · :; •/, i !.. : .. ;; . >. 1 

; 1 ::' :: : '.·._tho constnl plnln. 'rho g1·cato1· part of ttlo1lhigh pfatouu, howovcr, i:_.·· :;!_Ji'.~'./ 1)._ :. tr: W;!· ·_..ii. ~:;" 
si '.. . d df ]J 1 d ._. ....... ,.,,.,11111 ·' :I>:.," rcmamc ungovcmc orscvcra mncrc years. ..-:-,.;~·•'.1 :i:·.:,:1 .. , 1!:

1
,,.:, ,,· ·· 

i !. · :. · " ·· By tho beginning. of the seventeenth- century Lao influence i· ,;\'.~!°!.} J~:; '!Ji i!!i' , .. : i; ··· · 
·'. :.i .)'. '. " ~n the highlands as far soutl1 as the Dolovcn rlatcau was incrcas- '.';_:_·-~1.~:~~'.:_:'.'.!;~::1ii.j•:fJi; .:·:; · (: ·. · .~ I mg, nnd Khmer control extended over most of the Darlac Plateau. · .. t .; :~ .. : ,.: ;J..·:. 11.Ji'l i. :. :; 
". ·.:.j· .' ) "· Acc~unts of this pcrio<l mention the ~~istence of the powc:fuI ;. ~>~.~ L:'i(· , /!.Vi::/( .'·:'.'. 

·~···. · Jara1 sorcerer known as the Saclct of }ire, whom legend clmms .". :'/·:·::~·:t."fl \!:'.:q · I''.;~ ·: .. 
_! l_ to be tl1e guardian of the sacred rrah Khan saber of the ancient --_· .-._•. :~·: fE::

1
1. · 1.::ir::i i · L .:: ... 

~ j , ~ .. · KI1n:cr (sec ''The Sad.ets," below). fo lGO~ the King of Cam·'<; ;. "~/'.''.~'~:-.·\' .. di H'. l ! {~: ;; 
~ · 1 · • bod1a, the Sadct of F1~·e, and an.other f a1~a1 s01:ccrcr, the Sadet , ." i:'\.; :; J.'i; ;· ~· 1_!'!;1

1 
;/' ! .:f ., 

i of Water, fo1mccl an alliance of fncndslup m wluch they pledged .. '. ·_ ... : . ::: ; . li;!:)~ ~ " ' 
! themselves to exchange gift.~ every three years. The exchanges ,, _ _::·~:::·:;:;: : H.'.fi:il: ... .,; .. · 
' continued until 1890, when Noro<lom became IGng of Cambodia;·'.".''.'. .. ~'. ~~.: ·1::. ;\:(;t) '. : >( 

! ... -~ and have become the basis for a claim fol' "reunification" of•· . ii: b~ :: '.i· :' j;J!I d ~ .. :~ ', 
l · the highlands with Cambodia (sec below). . ~: .. ;·::: .. : : !: ' Jfii ! ! '. :. :: · I The scventecntl1 and eighteenth centuries were a period of. ,: . :; ; <i:1:< r1:r:.~1. . : ,:'.:;' 

! · 1 · considerable inter-group warfare in the highlands, and new con· : · .: .... : '.·: i:: J'~ ff '.il:f ; ·~.; ';i 
i I · tenders fol' control of. the area appeared. The Vietnamese, in_-; :~·'. ~, J. ';j:1

::;: • , 

. . 'continuing. their southward expansion, reached the delta of tho::: ... ).'.<·'.:t.:: ~/:! hl · 
1
:: ); 

j\fokong River, and the Nguyen emperors followed the pattcm · .. ::,,;!:: ;,_ .'!: ·hi ji- 1 : • • • : 

i of extending their control to highland areas adjacent to tho['., 1·>J;(~·>rt1··1: r:<:, 
f' ·coastal plain. The $iamcsc were expanding eastward and, after,' ;~Ji.:'.'.:;; Ji·:l.'.j: r:: · .. ;, 
' , :·, '· struggling w~th the Lao, .assumed control over the Bolovcn Pla- .' ._ .,:::r: L_ ::i!· ·: ;· J.1. ( ;; _ ; 

· r ·· teau. Accordmg to one 01ghtecnth-ccntnry account, many of tho . · ... ~; ,: .·: ;: ·I · '.l:i i j · 1 • 

I intcr-gl'0
0

up wars ~vero concc.n~ate~ in the Darl~c Pla~eau. There =· ·~ ."<:'.: ~ '.·:i -: ;~I .... ~! ! ! ; / . !\." ;; . ·.-.; : ; 
I . . the Jara1 wern said to be ra1<lmg villages of ncighbormg groups, ... ;:.:,-'..:::1,·:f .!"!kl; ·~:i · .,.:. 

1 · -- : ·-notably tho ~almar, and carrying off slaves which they sold to';·: :::·~: ;: f·:·~;. ! t "t{':t ! ' r: ".': ; ; : 
l' !· the· Lao, and t11e Scdang also were reported .as fighting with:- :~;_F:i,'..':;1.: ·;1:!r·Y t ,i" : 

; ' 

; 
I. 

,, 
i· 
!; 

. i· 

·•• 
1

1 
'_';; > their neighbors 1 

• • "; • >'. · \ .:: i;: d:·: J; ~(!'. i; ':' · , '· 
. • , .•. ~ .. ~'~·;1t-f1: 1 • 1 '!i!ii .. ·t·' 4 .. ,.,,· ... ·,. 

j ·_; .'.:":.. The .first. \ycstc:ners reached. ,the highla~d~ in 1843, when./ ... ·· .'.')L(~:·:~J>~:r:! f;-1; ~ i: .. •._:_.'..·.1 .. :: ... : :,-,;'.,· ..... ;.· ... :.·.-.· '_ ::. r 
; i'.'.:.: ;: Catholic m1ss1onanes of tho SoclCtc <le la M1ss10n Etrangerc de··' L~·;·, .. •:• 1 ":·l.tt1.: ~ . t 
t j • : >:._: ·.Paris tra\'eled into the interior from the coastal town' of Tourane :· :, .;· ;: ! { (~'·1r: .. · '.i!:'t!; l I : :.~·' ... . : .. , .; :'; .. , 

~ I j 
J ' · 1 > \ ~ , •.. I • ~ ~ f J I ! · f ':: .. : :·(now Danang) •. In 1849 t11e-flrst.mission was established near, .. ";·:;.r!::".:T: . .'~)f(;i :r: - ~· · r1 '· , , '., . . . , ... · .... · 'c1~1'1n=rn1i,1~;r .;~·:i;t:: ,-:·: <:· . 

·:'·~·.~ 'l .·-:;:.~i· i1' : ' • ·'·;! ,• I,, 

1: . . • l .. .. " · . . , . .. .. :-\ i .. :·1 · >'. H; ~ t :; 
:.~.: ' .. :.~,~.: .. ~ ..... ':_;_ __ ... -:~·;:.:~.·~=~-~~;.,.,.,.-•,.,.., .... _.,..., ....... _ ._,.,.._ .""'· ""'.: .... ~, ... :~ ..... _ ..... , ... : ...... -. ,.,... __ .,.., ""'·-·""'·· .... _ ! ... --- . -·- ---- ---·--~ --.--., ~- ... ..-- . ' : ,. . ,__.... .. . f: ... ' ' 

.. , .. , .,,. ......... , " -· .. ,~ --·~·. ~-- ·1 isr·r··...... , . . .. 
L1

1
! ·· .. ·.:,:-. .. · .. ·:,..,::1. ·:, ..... :-:.· ........ · ....... :'.~>~::: .. ,: ·-t:·:,~1.:·JI.1\.:l~;:;t.11::.i.(.·:_~;::.,.rr:.::- ... : ... ·i 
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iH ·::: .j .: ..... ,:.<:·: · ·._ ··present-day Kontum, and by 1851 there were four missionaries~~>·'..:j --·-~./ .... :. ·:. · · 
, , ; '. f ·l : ' . . · · · . . (three French and one Victna!11cso) working in Bahnar villages. :' :; '_:: .. i :":·~.- '. .. 
.. ·;:_j.. · .:.·Becausooftheinter-groupwarfore.oftheperiod,themissionaries~:::~:::! ·.:;::_:::-•.: ~ ··· 

' • ':: : ; '1 : . • •. encountered great difficulties. The existence of the mission was ; : '.: ':-: · ! · t :- i:· · , .;., · · 
: ;;· '· 1: ·; , .. _ . temporarily threatened in 18G:2, when ::m epidemic sh·uck down 1~: i/''; : :,· ;\:f .. T '.: 
· .:J: . ,, t • : • ._ .·: • : many of tho Bahnar, whose sorcerers blamed tho disease on the .; ;i; ~:: j +'· i.: ; : 
"1! ! , · : · · · ·: . : ' · proscneo of the forcJgncr.s. The Se<lang aggrnvated the situation;;,;;;·; '. ..... ·.·~.: ~.·. ·.,.;_ :.:.:.: :.,·.~ ... ::f.·i.·_ . 

. ,'.i: ; : , ·: ·,: ... '. ".':>".'-..by attacking Dahnar villages atthat moment. J i ;;'iiF- · 
.'.«i .. ;~·:· 1 

••• • •.. ••• •· When the French occupied the delta of the Mekong River::;·:~:'.:·;~.·;;~·.:···::.·· 

l_:J' ; ~ ; : : . :_'.; · · < /: ·in 1859, agitation spread to tl10 groups in the adjacent southern !•:;;:.' i ·:'· ·:... ":·;.-·~-·'.~.; i,, .. ;;•._:· .. ·.:.~.:··~ ;; ·::: ;·· ;· 

'. ::; ;' . · : .. · ·" . .... . highlands. (Some sources con tend that much of it was stirred ; ~ '.( ;· . 
: ; . . up by ~he Vietnamese.) The Slieng in the vicinity of Thu Dau :.;, :>:/: . . '.•.'.·'. f: :·:. ': 

'••. 

_· .. 

.• 

;,. '.'. .. ::~ . · ..... ·.Mot revolt?d against the French, as <lid the Chrau in the area ~;;.';\1: · ::.:· . · ·· 
cast of Baria (now called l'huoc Le). In the period that followed, ~ :.: !'·H ._: '. ,; ; ~.:;;..: :·; 

. .. 

. :• 

· the Siamese, French, English, and Germans were bidding for}:\·>; :·";,.:,r::".1:' ... 
control of the Mekong River, and the southern Laotian and Viet· i;\,) ' 
namcse Mghlands assumed new importance. To sceurc.thcir.i~1;~·.i .. ···;·.>!.T:' 
claim on the area, tl•c French orgl)rfo1.cd several cxplomtoi·y mis- : \~.: ~· · .. , ; '.,: · _ , . 
sions, the .Grst of wllieh was the Gant'ler Mission of 1881. The ; ,·: '.:: : ;~ :>· ;"· .: · '. 
aim of t11e exploration was to reach Hue in central Vietnam from 'i; :·:: .. : 1:, ., •' 

· ~~tl~c;~g !~:~ll~~ ~;!Q\~~~~]~'.\~~7]~~· ;;,~C~~l~:~:·~:i if;l•,j: :l.·I,\'·:,:::.·_ ... ;: ......... ·.'.: ·.· . 
ulti?'ately .crossing the cordilTera to Hue. Th~ mission failed to.:i_~}:.'i; 
aclucve tlus end, however, when, upon reachmg the confluence.:,;.:.;:; > ' · · ~ · · · 
of the Donnai and the Da Houc rivers, the guides refused to .~ ::-~; • ·ii .· t.".:.: ... :::·:}·~~:~:. 
continue northward. In his account of tho expedition Gautier.:!:(:;; ; , .. 
mentions a "king of the mois," Tong Hen, a man of seventy·five j ;:·'... : \1 ;, :, :: : · .: 

. ; : : , · · who trafficked in slaves and was recognized as a leader by some ! ~;;~;.:if' } .::.: (' .-:< ·: . ' .... 
· · · , of the smaller groups. . U:'.::) i: ; " ·· ·. " ·: 

,: . · .. r. , : , ; •. : • During the second half of the nineteenth ccntmy the Nguyen·;;:;. · ~: -~ . .' ! .. ··:;··
1 

~!.·.::·.~:······;·_.:_;.·.:_:".<. ··:· .. '.· .. :_· 
· · :. ' .: · emperors. began sponsoring do1i dicn, or m'ilitary colonies, in the,.!;:(:,: ·,Ii ' 
. : : .: · upland areas adjacent to the coastal plain, where members of::';:;.::~ ; · i ( .; ... 

',·, 

·~ . : . 
',, . ~ ; 
' ' i ,• 
' l 

~ .. 

. , .. 
.. 
' 

· : ; :; ! the army were given land so that they might settle these new ; :: :· ·: !1 ~ · fr\::.~·;· 
· ; .: . : territories. In addition to forcing many l1ighlnnders to move fur-; :u:· : if f' ·. ; ; ... · · 

, .1 :: i.' • .. : , . . ther inland, the Vietnamese settlers exploited those 'with whom :t:;:.;,· J ;·.".·.·._!· :.~:··_· .. -.'.;,:·:· '.1~::··;.·, :.····::'._: •• ·: •.. ~-;, :_·:·.· .•• _·. (·; ! :<· · · they came in contact. The quan truong, or leader of the settlcrs,·:1;.;i,: ·1; , 
" · :i ;:.r. ; ;: often demanded rhinoceros horns or slaves of the local highland- ; ~: i·:.~: Ii 

... <;-::.; :· . crs, and ~n 1883 seveml serious incidents prompted restraining:i~1-.:J . ·(J;,:r,~.:. 

....• L ·••; :.\ ~·7:~lbytlle 7~ ~dminfutrator'.. (In onelllsmnco,. bi~~l~~:m-.: ~ T'i·>· · ..•.•. 
. . . . . . .. .. ·: .' : , r'.tl -. ; 

;': >'.i ·::·:·~·11 ',t . ."• .... ., 

. •,• ;",'~;'.·~ . 
: :.:l 

,f • ,, 
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·. ·· AsncTs ol" mLL TnrnE Lirn .. :.:.i. ~:.~ .. Br11i pi~ ; . 
"· : .. f::' village headman was burned alive, and his wife slain, when ho.'.;' >i\ > .. I·::.: /J1!.1j:f '. ~:ll · · : · 
·, I!.... failed to supply the amount of corv6a labor demanded by Viet•': ~.::;.(-,;·q I i~f'..j'. rn i' r 
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' .. namcsc settlers.)' '. ... :i:'.) .] " · !tfi: I· t 
.·· .. . .· . . The importance of the Dar lac Plateau in tho bid for control .. · ·,;. · I · · ·· j! 1,'.; 1 : ; t\; f 
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".·: J . , of tho Mekong rose with reports in 1885 that the streams in .. ~~·~,p·'~.'; '" :(.1:;\i'. 
1

\~j·: · 
·" : . ·.·.tho Sc.<lnng counh·y contained gold :mcl with P"~'l\ish'nt r11m01'ff (;:..;.~;(Jif;;;J·;) . ij!j/'H ij '" · 

I·•, . of other mlncml l'!chcs ln the nrca. In 1888 the h·cnch adminis- , .. :" ~.!!;;:.;.: · .: : : /. } '. Nl · ;.'.." .:· ' 
· .. ( · ,· tration orgai~izcd an expedition to investigate the Scda1~g area;. '.~/'.:l'.;~/:J:·,.,:fp 1 ;; It... ... 

i · · ·1·:·':,. and placed it ~nder.lhc_lcadci·ship of Mayrena, n Belgian ad·.;Jf.{:fr:.l::·. ;1:ifii:· 1•(·::-_ _· 
.. : , venturer. ?n h~s amval m the _Sccbng cmmtiy: Mayrena made .·. ~;·:t:::.::;<j :-.; ·:· ;.!W ;. :~ .. ·:·; ~· . 

contact with Pim, n Sedan~ chief who had gamed the support, .. '.".h C'i::: 'iU( ~ 
1 
... , 

) 
.

.. ·._ of many, villages among the Scdang and Bahnar. Because of . ::· ·,: :" <' J '· i/J,
1
" :. ~! · '. • 

M . . 11 . 1 l . I f t ' . '-· I '. ' ayrenas Impressive nppcarnnec :me HS lll1USUa p1ys1ea Ca S, · ·~ .. : :;::;11:_ i::i:l'r.· rji. :~ '. 
the Sedang leader eonclu<lc<l that he was a man of great ao .. : : ; '. d' ::· \ .:H. i; · l:j . 

I 
("mana" or "soul force"; sec below, p. 758) and formed annl-: ;:·'.·,;:'.! '~:.· '. /;;!;:· I'· 
liance with him. Encouraged by the French missionaries, : : '. ,' >' t: ~ ! ;L !j (~ ." 
Mnyrena attempted, through the Jcnclcr.~hip of Pim, to fo1m a•.:. ~ :.: ;:;·:! · ''. · ii:/ i: ;• f' · 
federation of ctlmic groups in the area. The Jarai triccl to resist · t'·\ ·;: ') :. : i1:'.: ;:_.;: [:'.'. 

Scd:mg hc~cmony, but without success, and, when several of the :.·. i1.: f·:: :J · :· ;; :f i': '. l·;' 
, .... gtoups had bowed to Scdang lcadcrsl:ip, Marren a dcc.:nrcd. tho' . ; : ; :F>'.l- . ~·ii"~;'.> 1:· 

, ·." area to be autonomous and named lumsclf its ruler, Mane I~ .· · ·.'.: < .. : .:" ... ; ~;;, , ·
1
i:i '. 

King of the Scdang." He then sent notice of this new develop- ;_:,:;-,:;Cl: .. :~ if.'..'/: ,; · 
ment to the F~cnch authorities and also asked their permission : '.::. ~:: ;::,': \ "· _ i;;)l l f;;, 
to transport minerals and otl1or produce to the coastal towns ;. ~.' ·> ,; I · :1:· .·: f.'i · 

. for shipping. Shonlcl the French refuse, he added, he was willing·.· y:: :: :!. ::i · ... ~~;; ( :, . i.!,; 

:'to negotiat? with the English, Germans, or Siamese. Th~ affa.iri'.'? .~;:~·::.:r,:-.·. !!';l;,
1
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(Bourottc 1955; Dossier Mayrcna). . :'. .',:'':· ··:;,!: · rl:;t: ·. I\; . 
.. ··. In 1890-1891, a French exploratory expedition ]mown as the.;:;':/::;!:._ l:;:~,:1· i· 

: > Pavic Mission secured the;·':'' '•\0 French in Laos, expelling·, '·:1<;'.:L;.: ;!ii'.'.'. !: · • ·· 

· :":.· the Siamc~e from the hig_LL . • 'they occupic~ east of tl~o, .. ,·.C:i:'~t/J..,: (;i;fiJ f · :·:· ... · 
.. : .~.Mekong n1vcr. Aceompa111cd by a bnn<l of Cambodians, Captam ·~~!)~ ::;;; •:, ': il!ihl. F: 

t. :· .· .Cnpet, a memhct of the Pavic Mission, traveled from Krnti6 in· ~.·:;i-::;?;;:.1.:.:- fd!:::;:.. ,.;; . ·-
f. -::J·:·:· Cambodia to the highland towns of Ban Don and Kontum. The" s: ;:;;>:1.· : [r:;;;}; 1

1
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f.) .. ; ' .. group encountered great difficulties.' some of which had ~con.; (~!·~ii)L\·Jfih): :' , . r :_~:.:":.provoked by a mmor among the Jarai that Cupet was rcspons1bl~;· ~ JrI·;;~~)I: :.: .\1.l::;:i': ( . , ! 
(; , ... :. ·"Victnnmeso'attcmpts to' settle in the highlands and conscquent'problcnu ;·"·,~:,·r:::;;· :·'if'.):· IJ; · .. 
f for tbo hill. ~ri.bcs havo .. conlinucd up to tho present day. , · · . ·-~· · : '. :· ~/~·:r:; '.j ':~; iq):( . ~i · ; 
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. for suppressing the Cambo~ia~ king's .gifts to 

1

thc. Sa~ct of Fire.:'{;~~<\ .'.:l,/.'{; ''. > .. 
.. Cu pet, however, succeeded m unprcssmg the J arn1 (Ius compass : : ;,; r; : ! · ~ · : > .. '.:· . 

' ~ I :,, 

. '' j; 

} : ·. was of particular interest to them),. an cl they agreed to take:·!~~;:·.·: :: . j · . . : -.; 
· · · ): him to the Sa<lct of Fire, who welcomed him co1·<lia1Iy. Cupet .. U ;; :: . . , .. 
· · · :: .. noted in his account of the visit that the Sadct's followers seemed iJ l! ::-. : '. ; 'i '.--:' 

~ '' l 
'I j• 

· " i:'' , .. . . to pay l1im little deference. He also met the Sadct of Wator 1mdl . \:': !,:·) , : ;.· .. ·.~·.'.11 :.'..'..(·'.: · .• ·. -. 

·::. l
1
: · . · nllhough ho had no gl!tu to offer the sorcerer, was-able to £onn1 .:}~;{· .. :L ·: . ' .. f . , • ._. 

:·:j ·1: _·:_ ·:::: ·~:;.+· .... In 1900 tl1cl'e emerged another 'k:ng of t~1e n:ois, Le V~: i:)::.:: · .·~.~~;::: .:·; : , 
· ., .:~...- ::- an allfance with him. .. _ . , . : ,, . · .... :f { :! ~1· ; ... ~: :.:·,; :·:_'. , .. , . 

., .· · t :.·· ·: Tru. {Although the reports arc not spcc1Ile on tl11s pomt, the name:;:;;;•:.:; '_'. 
1
·:; L·_:;_.,: :. -

' · ' ·. · . . · would indicate thnt he was either a Vietnamese or an nccultur•::.:;,: ::, , ...... : · : 
.. ·. . ated highlander.) Wit:• a following of r.roun<l nine hundred l1igh~ ·: ~~~ :·:: .'. l :1 . ; . :-.::'_: .> ; ·. ': 
· ___ .. -"killing the French resident, his wife, and their guards. He and T' ;: .. i 1 ; ·' ! . ': ;i ". 

. " . '. 
·· · · .... landers, Le Vo Tru raided the central coastal town of Song Cau,' :;··:: 'I ' ·t '.-" : ;· 

··.. · .: l1is band tl1cn assumed control of the arc:<, until the Garde Inclo·. ·; ·; i '. : l '.l · ~.:·.:\:··::_·. ;; , ·' 
! , c11inoisc Provineialc arrived, captured the lcade1·, and thus cndcd

1 
;·; '.: :=. ·,' · ; : :: .~ -:. 

t11c venture. · :. · ~ '• ·: : .. ··: ' · .. 
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During the first years of the twentieth eentmy there wns- a:: :.H:~:;: \ \; >.·~ :,. 
marked increase in attacks on French mi1itary and rnissio~ades i .f' :~ L · ·' ' · ' 
throughout the J1ighlnnds. In an attempt to restore order and_)i;( .• 
gain the highlanders' support of the French, Odcnd11al, a high , ·,; ;; ;::: .,· 
French administrator, accompanied by a small unarmed band~:;/; F< · 
of Vietnamese ( Odcnd'hal explicitly refused an armed escort) .:".+i;: ·: . 
journeyed into the Jarai area. There he was. welcomed by the>.H: ~· i, 
Sa<lct of Fire, and the lwo men agreed to form an alliance. After,~/~}; r :I: ';. . 
th~~ had shar~d a ~hickc~, the Sadet prepared a special jar con- .':'. if!i'j . .. . 

.. tammg prcscnbcd ingredients for a blood oath, and tlie Sadct: ::.~·:! 1 1 . , 1 ...... - • 

drank from the jar. Ilut O<lcnd'hal rcfused, saying that he only'.:;;g:.;:;~q . ;··:~ ,:.:~:. 
drank water, apparently unaware of the import of such a refusal.-~ >U '. . .L! . :. : , :.· ;: >·_ .. :·.·.:;;. · 

• 
1 The Sadet became angry and suspicious, and Odend11al aggra-·: \: /; ·ii! 

vatcd this by asking to be shown t11e sacred saber. Several days,.:·!:;:. :~I! ... :: ·.: ( >': ·:;'.' .. 
later o. band of Jarai warriors slew the French~an and ~is assis• '. /~ ~ j~. ~.' .... ; .. :: 11'..:.:·.~-.:. :

1
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1 

:_:·:.·.;·,; ..... \. • 

tan ts and burned their bodies. ' · ::: '.;:; .. ; J . . _ 
... , In 1905 Darlac Province was shifted from Laos to Vietnam '/f :: ;;i~ ~~:; :.· .y· :: : . 

· · ·: and a French Resident appointed. This increased French control·<:.:;; ;~ .. '.· ; : : ~.: i · .. 
' . ·and, according to Bourotte, diminished the power of the Sadets ·;,:,r;: :_.:t · :··,; .·· 

., · · of Fire •. Another "king of the mois" appeared ·during that year. -'.U ~~~ i :; ~ :~~ ... '.:,/~:_·.; · ·- ·, ·~ 
· · > . He was Me Sao, of a poor Rhad6 family that had f<nown slavery. ( F ~ ·:.fi . . .· , 

' · ·· Mc Sao and a. small· band of .followers established themselves ;:>.~:: .~ ! ,. l · 
~:._. ' . ···:". ~;·~< . ..... . . . .. .: ... ) ... -~ .. : :·.~:~ . .. . . " 
:' '.( 750 r>>· ''!: ,' . ..-;;::' ~ '. ;;· ::r_<'.·:: }, ' ... 
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. . i. . i . · . , 'j\ H ll , . ;- ~:-- :. : ,. , I'- ~ ' : ! l 1l ! : : ) r .. 
i· .. _

1
.1 • . . m.the he1g:1ts between M d1·ac anci'.Ban rMc Thuot and conauctcd. ;_:; ;~::: 7'; !-:~.f ··:; j ~f 'I l':i r: :·· 

· · ~ ... raids on villages ?£ the area to c_apturc slaves whom they. then:;:· '.;Y!I <;1;' '(;; :; J1 ~i; r: · 
i ···: sold. The man<larms of Phu Yen and Khanh Hon were reported ;; i.r.~r .,'. ~ , : ,; 11 :•. · f; · 

· 1 . .. l to have aided Mc S~o in his activities .':md shared in the profits. L ~~;:\{'~·:··.~ ~:~ ;rl (:~: i_: · 
, r.. . , · & more and mo1·c villages fell under lus control, Mc Sao became ':; .:·.-:,.i. ·> · .. i<";; q- 1; :;11 :: I,. 

·.I I :· ~- '· ·" bol<lol', until finnlly tho Hci;ilknc nf Dru·lao dispr.tchocl ti·oop1 ~~1 l":'ii:: :_· •. ', { . ; ~r!j'·i''·;·i .• :! :· 
.··r··. t t1 MS d tl bl' · .. , .. 1 ...... 11 •.•. ·.111·1 :·! ·,. 

1 .. . . o le area. i. e ao was turnc over to lo troops y iis own ;:: i::;·1q ,,-: . .'··' f: ': ;r;
1 

::~ 
. i l .. ;.. • followers, and he later died in prison. . · f!:U;~! ·i /.,'.'/ ~ :: '.-! •;j i ;;; , fr . 

. -'·· 1·-.· . ' .... The situation in Darlac Province improved considerably during ~ '.Ji:.:!~r :r-: >:: n IJ ;! ' 
1
;· ·, ·: - _ _.t11e tenure o~ Sabatier, wh~, ~vas the R?sidcnt. in tl~e first qu~rt.er :~::)~-·:;i/ :·!r<·!.''.: ~J :f!!I I~ 

l ; of the twentieth century. 1ms cncrgct1c and mtclhgcnt ndmm1s-; : ;'.'.-:,;: .. ·: ~· ·•) i;;: L · 
L ., : :': trator launched public works projects, improved the achninistra-:,:.:.:··/} •; "'.. <.; fi~!: ! L · 
·I .j .. ;: tivo services, and conducted systematic research on the ethnic·/. /ii : .:·· ; ;· ';j'!/i t r: .. · 
t '. ' l . "· . groups of the province. Assisted by the able administrator ·: ;<·:;f ( . : .. :; .;·.!:~'I· r: .'·~ 

. , . \· : .... I . Antomarchi, Sabatic1· founded a school system for highlanders·; : : : :\_: ; ··'. . : , : : ·1 '( i:; ~] 
· · • l . .,• as well ns a medical service. The growing reputation of Dar lac : 'd :_: l· f. , •• ~·: .. j ':! : : ; . t.; 
. ~.'.· ·. : as an al'ea of rich and fci'tile soil caused a land rusl1 in 1925, · ~~ .. :::: :; //:: ·:·· :· . : .~;:I·! 

1
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! : .1 . , 11 fand,
1 
wdithtinta1 .pcr~2<l0o0f0 a1 

fctw months, ~vlcdr on.etllu
1
1
1
ndred

1 
bi'dals \: .. 'if~-:·; · p

1
:'.;: !:-•· .... 

1·.· I ;; or .a~ o.a1~g <1.' 1~carcs were.lie .w1.1. ie coont ;~'.'...t~::(.'-:' <'· :'.~'.:;,;; 
l . admuuslrabon m Saigon. E1ddcrs wc1:c either md1v1dual planters : ~: :·: '; ! . ~ ·, '· : · ; ·1.J.; : ; ; 

. f l · or r~p~esentativc~ of large French corporations inte.rested in csl·U)'~!{i)·'):·:/l:l*·:;; ,·: t 

· l . , tabhshmg extensive tea, coffee, or rubber estates m the area.•.:~:i:'::,:i: ~· ;)/._,.!!];,':; lrJ' I' 
· 

1 
, To. meet the demands of this new situation, the French ad·::~~p;;il)·: <"."!'-;;L;; )· , 

\ ministration undertook a study of the land question in the high<:: r: :p<;. ~- : ,i u; i 
I lands, and in 1927 Sabatier issued two comprehensive reports,·:pd:.'.J):·_.: >: :·j:j:P;:.: L: I 

. f.. · the .first con~cmcd lm·gely w~th the lan~-tcnu:e question and_'i\;'.{;I~ ~:;-~ }: . ·H JI;:;·: IC · 
~ · J the second w1tl1 rccommendat10ns for copmg with tl1e problems ; 'i.'.::. i ).· ~.,. i.:,· ·i-i .. :; : {'; : 

· J . { .. · · . involved in devdoping the area. · · ) :; ;:.) i ~<:/ . f: !'L f; 
· ;. ·1 : ~·.· , The .flrst report pointed out that, while some land waS'~~~?~:i· •/ i .. ~);!F? f\ 

· ..... \ . . .' . .' '. f unclaimed, there were large areas carefully apportioned by indi··: ;·:\::fl'. ;'., :_ ... 1LJ(i; r, 
· .:.· i ,1 viduals, families, clans, 01· villages. It emphasized also that land··:";:. '.'.i· · .... i. ;., :H.:!!: , · · . 

r I .' · tenure systems varied from one ethnic group t~ another. Speci.Gc ~·:~ ~::,·\j: ;~ .' .. ~: :· ·~! .1 ;:~ l; f;i. 
. ·'. l. L information was given on the land system of the R11ade, whereix~, L; j <i>/ .. : i· . .t ;:·:; i '. · t;; · 

: · · :· · :. l · i .· . . by the matrilineal rules of succession, rights to a given territory· 1. ~l :~: ·:\-,> >~ 
1
·i 1:· ": {.' '. .· 

~ . . ' 'I . t. • ... , I • ,, ' I ' ~ ; .. 

" · ' 1 were vested in po lan (female proprietors), who held title for,'.::l>::i:{;:·.. >:1L!i; r"; ·'. 
· .' : .. t l . . . •Seo "Documents cl~ Colonlsation Ft;in~nisc en Tcrritorcis Non Soumls 4 Ia "'.;':::::i}::~:··· t·: [J:;;::y ft 

· : L ! Jurisdiction ct ~ l'~clministrnlion An.namitcs," Ecole Frnn~niso d'Extrcmc Oric?t. ·.-'i'.'; ~:'ii /".'_i ;:; .·. · ;J:; .:: ! : ~ .. ' · 
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·· · ·. , .- · . ·;their kin group. The limits of the territory were clearly defined,:·<. ; 
. ·.· :·.:.and tho po um was obliged by tradition to'walk its boundadcs"·:ij:": 

. per~odically. She also was responsible for regulating swidden _;'..·:~:;, . 
a~nculturn in the territory and prescribing punishments for;~;::;:-'.; .: 

·· . offenses (including incest). committed within its limits (see? .. ···::: . 
Snh1Hio1·lO<!O). ))1' \\ :i:;;·:.d;' 

The second report contained cx'tcnuive recommendations fol'
1 

;'. .. :·J : 
. land settlement procedure. In essence, land unclaimed (res nul-· _;·~f:-:j 

· · · uus) would be immediately available for colonization with the ;: ; '.<·j ~ 
approval of the colonial administration, and title to the land '..' i .. ::'.I ·· 
could be granted. With land claimed by the highlanders, how-: :: ~ ··:'.'.I · 
ever, a colonist could only receive a bail e~npliyth6oliquc, or-' ; : · ,; i 
ninety-nine year lease. In addition to the approval of the colonial <: · :·:: i 

-· -· administration, tho bi<l<lcr for a ·given piece of land would also : :: .. :q 
need the approval of the highlander (or group of highlanders) ; J ;i i 
claiming title to the lan<l. For example, in parts of the Rhade .;: \;. ': ! ; 
country it would be essential to have the accord of tho 110 lan: ;:":: ·. 
and headmen of villages within the tcrxitory concerned. :. r:: J • 

• . - ·. ·: .,, · ·'· .. . : · In addition, tho report covered such topics as labor for tho;::·.: ·:; 
. . , .... · '· .·· · . , proposed estates. It strongly suggested keeping Vietnamese labor~<;·;: 

· out of the highlands, pointing out t11at contact wilh the Vietnam~;.'~!,}! 
ese ancl Cham had always been deleterious for the highland dU j 
people. . '.. ;1. !: I . 
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In addition to formulating the land policy in the highlands,':-_· .i\ ;: ! ;; 
the French extended to the entire area the administrative system!·. i·'·: !i t /·\,<: .·. ·.: 
cstablisl1ccl nt the end of tl1c ninctccnt11 century for tl1ose por .. ~·'..:;·::~! i ·;. · ;» /·:\ 
tions then under thefr control. The largest administrative units,: L:::q ~ 

l 
•J 

''" 
''' 

' ' t ~ ' ' 

' :. ; ."; ;' . 
' , '. 

. were t.he provinces, ancl ~h.csc \~cxe divided into dis.tricts, some}.;!:! ~.f.J . :. ... 
of wluch were further <l1v1<led mto cantons. Tho villages were : :~::::. ~l ' ; · :. 

, ;.: : tho smallest administrative units, and they retained their tradi··::;::,! t .. ·;'..:. · 

". 
.. : 

: : '. ; ~ · tional leadership. Eventually, the whole highland area, dcsig· :J. <: ;. ~ ~ : ; ; . ·; 
. . . nate<l as tho Pays Montagnal'd du Sud (and usually referred::>:;! ~ ·.·.

1

;·:··._.·· .• J',r.·;·'. ....... · ...... ~':·.:~; :.: ~ .. 
.. , : ' , · ; ·; .. . .. . to as tho PMS ) , became a Crown Domainc ( Domaine de la:!!}· 1 ~ . 

. i• :.:.... :·:.: •• · ·• Couronna) direetlyundcrthecontrolofthcemperor. ·!:/)·;! li , · . · 

·x 

.; J : 1!': · · ; . . Although tho Rhad6 cooperated substantially with the Fren~h :·;;) ;}} i:. 
; } i, . : : } '. ... : . ,_. . . . admini.strato1·s, other I:ighlan~ groups conti.nu?d to resi~t their:)\.:;: 11 ·: :.· 
; .(: ! ·· , , .. : .... · . -.· authority. In 1931 Catillo, chief of Snoul ·D1stnct, was killed by·:~· .:l. ~i . •;: 

J-'/' . . · · . . . i a group of Mnong while tspeetin g the eons truf~on ~f ~ n: f' : .) : .;l ,. ,. t 
; 'iii , i ; ; : .. . / ;-;~ ~l)'igned to tr"v~rse t ic soutl1e'.". portio~ o '.• · g ti :.W;'; ! li ; • : : 
1 .!i .. •. ' . ' . ' .. :·. r-::;:;::.:1 ?:~ 

: , i j · 1 I ·:I \ ~j 
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Two years later Morcre, the marshal of the local gendanncric, '::">?:;:1:.·<·i qH ~:':'.·_- .,., 
.. was slain in the vicinity of Nui nar:-i. In 1934 and again in 1935 ," '. ~: . t;; ~.''.:I:: ' ;t 1 I 1'. : r :: ' ' ; 

Camp Rollantl, one of the most important military posts in the .. ·. ·:~ i :: 1:; ! i. · '; !:•: ' r :' 
southcm l1ighland area, was attacked by a combinccl force of :: : -~~:::\U·:;~.ii · ··. :H:i(· ~r··.: :; ·· ' 
'l.f d S • '" <• •"•''! , I>'/'• 1 •,, •nnonrt an ticnff, .... "·::·!:.c:: 1'.:.,1·.:!'1; 1·: · · 

. 0 0 ..... \ •"1""'' ;i•·'tll !>·".;·· .· J 

· Dctwccn 1035 and 1038 thc1·c W:1s also corn;!c1cmh1o ngit"ation . :· ··l ;.) I . 'ij1' 'f'l f·"J! / 11 
;: . "·, · 

among highlnnd g1·oup~ ful'thcn• no1·th, in the Plciku nnd Kon tum ·"'. :{'.}'t! ;~;;j 1" '..'· //'.1:i !·,I ·· 1
; .-, ,, 

. ?rcas. A~nong the Balmar a?~ S~<lang there i.s belief i~ ya-the :) ·: .y] '. JH~ / ;t· :'·:'. 
.: mcarnations of powerful spmts m human form-and m 1935.a .· ,· :, ii:;;;T::·;I;i;!.;:i!· · ·:. · · 

rumor spread that a ya had appeared in Phu Yen. It was said i.\ ;;,/;:;:.:::;.·~A.fl·:; 1 ;.·.·_'.·.~:,:.;.·;/i · 
to be tl:e child of a m~n n~m~d Ma :V~h anc~ a python, and;>: \~'.·l;n.:~,;'.j :J! L[; 

,, was. behoved .t~ be the mca111ation of Set, bea1cled son of Kok ~- -.: ·;;;::'.;;)' {d:i: :;:: 
I! . Cla1l1, the Spmt of Thunder. Among tlw I3ahnar, Sc<lang, and : ' :. ·,: ,; i:.~ d : ~i:; ! ; i .' . , · ~ · 

il. ·: Jarai tl1c news caused a great stir; it was interpreted as a' sign . >L\' !:·;.:q i:·: i;l l ~ ;'. 
that the promised "age of £:old" had come. Pilgrims began flock· i: ;:-- : ;~ ::+ · 1,:i1\ '.;·; : 1:· .... 

\ ! ,..... . .' 1., '' , ... t ' •·' I I 

: ; ing to the house of Ma \:Vih bearing olTcrings, for which Ma '.)~ '.;·''. .; (;i; h: :: ; ,; i'.: 
'.i Wih gave them small bottles of "mngic" water as a powerful· .;<:":'·:.;'.:'::';L:'imi,;: I·:·;;. 
i! talisman. The Sedang openly expressed their opposition to the .·.(::':;~···:1 :rn.;:.j:; .. 
·i Ftcnch aclminish'alion and attackccl French outposts. Tho Jarai :: ;.:;~: .. !!.!ill:'.;,;:: .. · · · 
~ j abandoned thcil' flclds, in tho belief th:1t in this new age they '. . '~. L:: ; :J ;~.;; :.U J : ii·~'.' · 
•! ·. · woulcl be provided for without having to work. The a<lministra· ~::; ·.;: :,L~ '. :·:;r.• ::;:; ,:-; : '. f ·. 
;\ · · tion finally stepped in ancl arreste<l Zvfa Wih. llcfore,.~he tribunal · · ;~ y:;}J: IH::)!:' li

1

:,· _:.::' .•.• ~;;:· 
• ,. ... A' \XT'I cl tl t l 1 d . t t d . \ I . l . ' j . ; : ' ' ' 1··" '' • ' : ' ' 
i.· 1 . ,v!a '"11 argue la 10 rn eomm1 c no cnme; le s1mpy· .. :·:-:;:::~:::ti;:t"'i; : , .. 
:J hac1 given water to the curiosity-seekers to satisfy them so that· : ;":. : : -~;:\:: :: [~ · !jt} j • , 
fl. they would leave. ~im alone. The trouble,. he contended, was· ,·: ·?:;Y:T'.:ji '.;ry. ! ~ ·:! .. 
f! cause~ h~ the Sp:nt of the Forest. Ma W1h was released, and. 

1
• ;-:·: \H.''.}\.J;lf li: ~:·; :• · ... 

! f tl1c agitation subs1clcd. · · '·' .i · · ". i '( ·i 1 ~1' ; ~: · 

J , The ta~c-ovcr by the Japancs? on March 9, 1945, usl1crec1. in ~ ·~T:i~?! !1J'. \1 :·: f;;: •: 
H ... · .. 'a new period of trouble for the highlanders and ofloss of prestige ... ; :,:.. ~:.: '. :·::t.. t\;!: ·.1 · · rL :· 
\) . for· the French. Some llighlan<lcrs aided tl:e Japanese, while ;'. ~·'.,;f:::·::::\_ !l!i!.(: r :\ 
: ; · others fought them. When tl10 French regained confrol at tho· ·:.:1· ( • ,;:; ;.~:· 'H: ;LL:;:::,: {-~ ·. ;; · 
i J end of 1945, the Viet Minh were operating in the Darlac Plateau · · .~.<:;'.:;. :} 1:!(,;;:. r~ ;: 
i ! and encouraging the highlanders to "fight the colonialist opprcs·. ·,,.:: /.J): ::.· ':!. F'.:'. :.; : ~ fl\'.: 
: I ·. sors." In the years following, highlanders fought both on tho·. · ·:. :.~:·:1 :;i 'i:' :! l, T~I:~· j :. '; t· · '; 
() side of the Viet Minh and on that of the French. With the Cc·· .:. ;_)'. ;;:·f';":iJ.·fh ; ·· r.;· i:. . , 
; i nova Agreements of 1954 most of the sou them ~1ighlancls came·: : ;,.l) (: \:..::'.!. ;ffl;i ::! : ' ~. 
; I under the control of the government of South Vietnam. A large . ;.: y.: ~·~ii:;·:. ;(~~:~ ' . i::: \; · 
ii . number (tl1e exact.figure n~ver \~as reported) of high~andcrs,·';.'..fr+:\):~;,::.'!I;· f:~(~!, ··• 
U · . who had fough~ ':'~~ tho V1et Mmh went to Noi:th,?1~tnam'. ·'. · .. "\?. U~':l !J;j;,~,. !' fH,·; ;i: >;: 
;··~. . ... ( 753 ]: .•. ,,:·.~··:""''f'i'·· f It'•" ·.' fl _,., __ :._;..":., '··. ... .. -~.;\~<·r~;~1 ::ll(!(~'.1· t:i: · 

,·.;_.Til·::( f; :;. 
·1.· ":,. :: \\/jYL::) ;~: .. 
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VIETNAM: ClmALD C. IIICK~Y -.".· ': .-; ip ":· · ~. 
Wit."1 the passing of tho southed} J)ig1~1ands to the Vietnamese.>::.:....; i )f J <: '. · ... : . 

· · the PMS as an administrative unit was abolished, nnd the provin•', ·; . '.'.! H:I ! •· · : 

1 cl · if I : '.· ,, · cia n ministrations becnme directly responsible to the govern•>;:''.·; 'i ! :'r/ . . . , 

,, 

: ment in Saigon. Tribal hamlets were arbitrarily consolidated into!((::!- Jf, :, ·: r.> .. 
" ... ~ · villages for administl'ativc purposes. Village chiefs we1·e ap-i):,.!\:fr it.II <; ·• f ~· { ,! ·:. 

, ~l~fi~f:cd by the district chiefs, subject to aPrH'?vnl by tho province.);:) .J j .. ll] T .. : !:·>: ) : ~-: , '. · 
. Highland agents trained in North Vietnam manifestly beganT~'U'.H ~fi · · "' 
. infiltrating the area in 1057, at a time when thousands of Viet<:~:·~;!! #Ii ; :~;: ·· 

• .,. I ; ' • ,. : :;,. . ··· .. 
• ~ : i . 

'i 1 • .,' .'' . . , ... 
.'1 

· · ntlamehse
1 

r
1
efugees from North Vietnam were beinbg resettled in ;:.:;::;!j ~ ~;···;·'·i,-i. · .: . 

le ig 1 ands. Dy HlGO there were reported to c 51,695 Viet· r;; j:.:.'.~.. 17j . 

~· ~:n7t;s~;~~~<l~: it~~;; ;1~~r~~~:k~~~~~ed,h~fi~~n°Jc;~ ;~~~:0a~:;~:·(.-u ~ ·"'. ;,-'~ .~: . 

. been subject to forced rescttlep.1ent programs. Dy Hl63 thrco·>c:q ~11 J; ·:; " 

. ' 

· .... 

. : 
: .' .. 

t :•. 

:.1 ·; ;.· 
,• ,., ' 

'. ·,.: .; 

. ' . . ; .. ~ . 

__ .... .-_· largc-rcgroupmcnt centers were functioning for the l1ighlanders. ~-·;].~ .. ~); .:~1 ··-.~·-·:·. · · 

Since 1960 the highlands have agnin become a buffer zone, this ;·:;}!j ~ ·""!!: ·: · ·· 
time in the struggle between the Viet Cong and tho government ."i'._ '.i ;~ ... 
of the Republic of South Vietnam (Birou (1963:1-12; Hickey.;;:;;:;::: ifil , 
195G-1958). ' ' ::; > :-.~~ ~i ' 

~.-: ... :-.--·. Cultural Background: Economic Activities. Although there nre\/'.il ·fil 
many details ?f ~li!f~i:cnecs between the various hig.hland groups, ~ ~;!~) :_ JJ ., . . 
a number of snmlant1es between them can be mentioned. Among , -~ ~; · ,; i: ~j ' ; · 
the highlanders, the village is the most important economic unit. \;'.~:;ii -~J · i' , 
Whatever is needed by the ,people is pro~uced in the village:-;tW:::; ·~ : ! · :." 

a?cl whatever is produ~ed ·is .consumed. by village residents. AIL u: ET:; j
1
; .:»;: -~ ;· 1~~ " 

l11ghlancl groups practice sw1dclen agncultur~, (see below, PP· : ;; ~. '·. ·: :. ;1J ;: .~ ;:, .': \ 
765 ff. ).4 Upland or dry rice is the staple crop, but all the groups·;:''.:· .. :,!: ~ ,.; · j ... ·" 
cultivate numerous seconda1y ·crops in the swidclen after the har• !"J ;'. .;; ·;I ·gl · .. :· . . 
vest and in kitchen gardens within the village.' · ·I ::· ;· :·, · '.; ~j . " · \· .. :_' " •. ·. ; · · 

'. · They also raise chickens, pigs, buffaloes, and goats, and both·rJ~ .... ; ilj ;::.,t ·:· " .... 

... ~: ,. ' hunting and fishing m·c activities essential to tl1e sustenance of~;{:,:11 :~~: :.>.1:·,:::~~~:·:·:.:: 
;: 'i. ·· '.. .the group. , . ".~:.:~:.:- •. . 
',• '.; ••• :~" ~ - --~- . • . ,, ,, ., • • ,~::;.~/:.,;. ;~ • j ;·>·: .:.: 
. ; ; · · · ' · • Swlclclcn ngriculturo often 1s , referred to ns slnsh-nncl-bum or shifting'": : i. ; '· :: < :~ , : ;· • :; · ·• • 

· ; : . cgriculturc. In both French nnd Vietnamese literature it is cnlled ray. . ·'· f "; i ,~·; ! ":? ;. . ". , 
~ ~ l ; •Moro recently, so~1c groups, notably the Tihnd6 a.nd Scdnng, hnvo begun·;:.: i':" ; r :~-E ~. ~:~. , . 

. : : '. ; ' cullivntin~ coffee plnnts in smnll estates, sometimes nn inclividunl clfort, sometimes ·; ,'. ;·: · 'I .. ;., " .• 
·:;' ' c group effort. Sec Dnm Do (Jacques Doumcs) (10.50:931-1208), the gcnernI:r:::,··:ii ·~&. f.·. 1 .... , ' 

· . • • • · • 1 . • source for most of tho highl:1n<l groups of South Victnnm. Feeling tlint the. ! ·· ; ,·; '! :;;~ , i . · , : .'. ,: . . · .. 
';.; . '·;. :.: . "lli,c:hlnnd ,c:roups aro too 1imilnt in their wny of lifo to bo scparatc<l, Doumca J: .. :. :;l 

:'I" · rcfors to thorn gcncric;illy as "Pcmslc'.1s" (taken from tho.initials PMS, IotPayl:;;.:r::i·f .. :.·'.\f:. ; 
'·::!;;"·:· '"·" MontngnardduSud). · · ....... · .. " .. '. ·:· .. ···«"••:·:•-!' \.:·.- . 

. ;;:;: ! J 754'] ... ;.: r . ·. . . . ·, " ' . .-·~< .... \ ..... <·~.:·:. ·:.\:.v~;i;~~.;:;!:'~: ·'.·~·:. 
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Socio-Political Organizations. Politically, too, the village is the.' ~·:;; J:.-: :J .' · ! ;!ii'.il · 
most important unit. Although the highland groups often are .. ~. , , · ~:· · 1. .. ·. ! :j:jj ; . 
referred to as tribes, they have no tribal organization. Indeed,,,\::_;~;<; : · [ j::: 1 ! 
prior to the establishment of the French administration at the .:::::;,.;;\j; · .. ·! ,.::1 · 

f J end of the nineteenth century, there was no political supcrstruc- > ... ·:; ~ -·'. .; 1 ·-: · !"; 11 f 

· 1 · tm·o or rccogni~ccl pcrmr.ncnt leadership hcyond tho village. The' ~. ·.'! ;: :.~;.; :,::.· '. ... l /1.j1 

pre.sent Victno.mcsc nclmiu!straUvo system, shnilar in structm·o ~ r_."·r :~,:.::: · ·· 1/ l ! 
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~o the F~cnch, provides the only large-scale politic~} organization · ;_:;j }'. ::::;; : .. ; .. t:i ! I l '. 
m the highlands. Among the Dahnar, there arc tormg, or defined .· .·: .· ::'.:",": -..: "· ~.ii 1.l \ 
territories, collectively claimed by the villages within them, but·:;~.,".?'.\ :f'r, lji I W. 
the~c associations arc designed to _sr.fcgu~ra the vmagcs' hunting,·;.\::.;·:_: 2 r:.:~ .. /1Jl l: r 
flshmg, and farming rights, rnthcr than to provide a. political · ;;·' :.:;; .:. ; , . :/:!!!' :_ 
bond (Guillcminct 1940:383-381). ·. : ::: ._;-;:. i ;. > .. 1111! I!; 

In the past there have been inclividual leaders who for a. time: · : :;;- .. :L :'. ~ i,i i/ · 
gainc:d political ascendancy over groups of villages, whole ethnic .. r ; ~/ :.: r ; : .. '.~Ji l; 
groups, ancl in some cases several groups, but t11c unions they ·. ··:·· : ; : HH ;: · :: '· 
achieved were short-lived. Notable among these leaders were· '.' '. ~:. ·' :; .... )j'; 1 ;: ". · · 
some of the Sadcts of Fire, powerful sorcerers who exercised con··· ··:·".;.::::: 1.; ... 1fl; \: t 
sidcrablc political influence among the J arai ancl neighboring ., '.: ; ::.;;;;j . · · };; i ii . 1: · 

groups (see "A Brief Historical Sketch," above). . : ·,j,·j ;i~;'.' 1.:,.· {.1:1 !1
: I! 

Normally, however, the highlanders' political activities are re·, /.-· .(~:;·J:.: ::; ; ; 1:: · .l.· · ·• -
' d l 'II Tl l l 1 · · I · · f l .. · ·· 1 · ·• ., • ·· 

1
• • • ·• ~ · l stnctc to t lC v1 age. ic vi age po 1t1ca organizations o t le.;:),:-._: ,:.~;;;r ,. •:;•;ii' i ~ • ••. 

various groups arc quite similar, with political a~~thority in the'';.::~·: :r::-:i.'. : .. !;1.i:'. j>. l~:i·.. , . 
: .. 

1

; hands of the males. This authority is not diminished by the fact · .::::.'1 :· :~:·. :· · :·: 1.:,;; 1: · 
f. tl1at tl1e Rhad6, Jarai, and :iv!nong have matrilinear kinship sys· '. ;·;·~\: :_.;j:._ ::_.!.J:~.'. :. f: .,· 
; tcms, in-which -descent is in tl1c female line, and the women -! . .,..: . ,__, ;:-: ~ · ;,'!': ! · 1: · 

. ; }. own the houses, domestic animals, produce from farming, and; ·~:.:J.;1;\J "1:·
1 '.:[U,k f' 

f 
· ... , r 

. ,. 
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!· gon_gs and jars (both prestige. items) and also l.1old title to land ,'.: "" ?:.·:::. · ( :'. 11~' !: ' · 
'. l (Hickey 1956-1958). Eve1y village has a council of elder males, -~ : •.;.:·.+. • . :!h; .: ~· . · · .. 
i ') . usually drawn from t110 11ouschold heads, and from among these ~" 1<:\y!' · · :ii; .. i: -.· :-:. 
.. • _-... .:..·.--elders the village headman is selected either by the council or '::.:.;::.<l :ri :!r' 

·. ! J · · by a consensus of adult villagcl's. Administration of the village,·· ::'."<~~ './·;(} )•):; H: l!. : 

''I· 
' i 

'i 

! .. protection o~ ~he inhahitan.ts'. .a~d organization of villa~e rituals" J::-1:/>i ·:.:.:'·::Ht C : : ·· ·· 
; 

1
1 , arc the trad1l1onal respons1b1li tics of the headman, assisted and ;;; .~ ::: :: : ! .. ..;;iJ'.:o!: t1 

counseled by the elders. Aftcl' the anival of the French the head· ~; :.\ ;: : •<·::,.: : . : Ji· :.L; ii lj 

" .:- -~ .. · man
1 

a~s? provided li~ison between the villagers and tho distri<!t ;'.'.'.::~ t:.;:!).; ; ;::W~'. !i: {_!,: .· .. 
• 1. . : . aut 1or1tics. . ·: .. :; .... ·1 ... •• ,:;· ····i · 

t"~:· Justice has traditionally been largely in the hands of.the Vil· ~l~i{:·::_!(>{ .H\:'.{ ; · 
·: !.·! 
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. Iago. headman and. the council. Although family problems are·,'.:: r: ?~;: [: ">. :::;;::[ ·: 
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supposed to be resolved by ihe head of the family, othci· conflicts, ~;4 :; '.: ii .: .. ~ ~ 1 · 

including violations of village cusl:oms, arc dealt with by the':;·:~ r: i,.! •• i. ~.· .:' .. i .. ~ . · .. 
... .. vmagc 1eacters. rn the vmage-ccntcre<l society of the highlands/;;·::r·: 1f . ;; .... , . : I 

. . customs and mo.rnl eo~1~s arc deeply intc~·nalizcd. Village~ have .i~k:.'~ . : ; '.;., : . . . \, 
a strong collective spmt, and everyone m th,~m shares m the: ... ::: .. ;:::·~ .. ·; : • ... ! • • ' 1 ! 

same s;rlc 0.1
1 
lifc an~ ~uh~crihcs 

1
{o ~he :;f mo ll?t oft vnlutl,;, no;.,:J'.:i \'.';:; ~

1
; : /' f. ·-:i l :; ;; ~·; :,; .. '. . . ._. ;: :: . · 1 

· bear on oifcndcrs. With the exception of t11e Sticng, who hold y.::; ;;.:" ~ . . I 
. ;.· '! ... 

~~u~:no~~c:d. ~~1°ci 
5

t~~e 
0

s;nc~i~1~
1

~f· th~
0

~~~~~u~:~t;t~: ~%ug~1t~/.;'.-n~·:··; :·:.:. ' .... \; :t'.:.· .. ·.' ........ _:·:.·.'.·,·.·.·.···:··. :·:· .. · .. · .. '. ..... ·:.... . II. ] 
. the entire family responsible for the wrongs of one of its mem~; '..~'. i~ ·ii : · .::: ... ; • · ): ". ~i . • · l I 

.·. 

: I• . '. 

; .. · .: . 
. ,c •• •• hers, guilt usually is treated as an individual matter, and the .. ' :,.:: ;: ; .. : r ' .. '.: . \ ·, , . . : I I 

... 

?uilty party must make his reparat~ons to. the community accord·; (; ·• · 1! · ;·: :~: . . . 
mg. to custom. The French orgamzccl tnbunals for most of the ; ·~: , .: . : ': ·.· , !1~ larger ethnic groups, using codified native cu.stoms an<l appoint·. ;:> · F . ;,. ; • · · 

· .. ~ ing indigenous judges, but thew tribunals were only fo1· the prob-.·;: i ;. . ;; . : f' · :·; · '•· \ 

lems that could not be resolved at the village level. The Vietnam- <' > !~ ; ·. · · .. 1 
ese govemmcnt abolished them an<l tried to replace 11ntive with.·:;~: :.:!j . ·:{:: 1,i" .. j 
Vietna~ese law. This decision ~las since ?cci: reversed (see ''T_; ,··:I\ . . I 

.· be~ow, _.ncccn:.covemment of Vietnam Lcg1slat1on for Montag·, ... ·:·!~. J ·; : .. \ :· 
na1cl Tnbunals ). ::>t-~: . 't i < 1·' · 

The one outstanding variation on this pattern of villagc-cen·:o: Fj L.· .: t · :: '.' l ::: ·: 
· tercd justice i~ found among the lthad6, where a ce1·tain jural .·_:g) .:·:~: ·> : ... 

authority rests with the /)O Zan, ot "proprietors of the land,"\ .~ ::; ::· j~ · . ·.' ,: ; . · 
senior females who hold title to clan land by right of inheritance.·:;::;:: :1:~ · 'f: · ! J'. 
(s~e pp. 751-52). As .guardians of these strictly d~fincd terri·/·i;;~:}E · ~.-:·· · ...... , · .. 
tories (any one of which may encompass several villages). tho .. ; ·; ::'.: , ::l L.J <; : ·.> 
po lan. grant permission to form within the territo1y, and, in a<ldi<:::·~ ~: :.: .: ~ .. · ; r >\: .. 

. . . tion, perform rituals honoring the sou]s of the clan ancestors ( ::~? '.:. :; J ~ ·'.I · . . 
. . . who reside in the territory. Shou]d t11e territory be violated in:':,;;;:;·: 

1
g · ::: ~ ... : : '_:. 

any way, as by the occurrence of incest within it, it is the po:-:: ;'i r >W-l ~. :; l>: • ~ .. 
Ian who demands the penalty (Sahaticr 1940). :::;;:_ \'; ;JfJ .-:: .. : :« >·.:·: 

In the past, intct-villagc warfare has been common among;:<:~:::·· t! · '' · .:. · 
the highlanders. The F~cncl1 aboli~hcd it. in areas where their:'. .. J·~~;:::: H ::.: \:] \<.}.::<··<. · 
control was well established, but 1t contmues to occur among:·:· 'i '.i: ; ! !j • · >< ! . . ..... ·. 
some groups. Other ~kinds of inter-village conflict, short of war,/,'.\;~; i ·. ; I} ; .; ~ . ·:. 

: ; .. :~;~r ir!d~~~~:~· !''~~~~~~.i~~h,1~; ~;~.~~:c:::ij~:.~·!1:: ii ::<ill '; ; . · 
" ' create inter-village kinship tics, serve to diminish wars and con· ,"·'. 1 

;; ') ~t 
1 

.' ~ ''.'. l' :: ~ · · 
.'., ~-. !licts be~vecn villages. nut amo1:g all the groups . tho favor~~ > 1 · 1:;.:h 1 ' ." .... :. . . ' 
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F .···.·means lor avofcHn;·:::~;et
0

::·:~: .~~:::e:.'~u·ougl; the falher- .·. ;:~:i.:i)ji r11m. 
, •. 1 • son alliance or Lhe "great xcp" blood oath, for example, villages · I· ...... l. j .. 1; 1;,, . J can prevent or end wars and other conflicts and can force bonds ' '..:. /.. ·: ~ ;·;_:-;! T f;::! · 

! . of cooperation. nr .the sa~1e t~1rnn, of course, such alliances can .. ·::,:-... )-:;;:·~~~ J :".H'.L 
1 be a means of gammg allies w1 th whom to cany on a war mm·c · : ,: : : ;:: <· L · ·: :'- /," ;! :;u '. 
j effectively •. And families or clans can ally themselves so as to> '.j. y:) '.·L~:·il ;-f~ !l.\;:l ·; 

1 t . ho nblo to onny out w11~loan11, Oui:i 1111e11 l111.i.111(m tt'1~u1·r~tl. ·,. C {.') i}!\'. f' · ;:UJ:UI ;; 
i ,1 among the Mnong Gar as recently as 19'19 (Condominas 1957). ;.·<:~.~-':;<j:Y.:':::· i;;H:·j :! . 
(j There is some similnrity in the socia1 stratification of highland . \:~:T. :>; !~::il: li;l !\! .i 
. !j,:.· groups. Most villages have several wealthy families, who consti~ ·. · :·:··~."'<;.;_::;.:'.!": i;;l-!i:!;i 

, 1 tutc ~- socio-political e1itc. Among some gl'oups, such as the -~: '7)/:':;:J ·iiiHfT.; 
; .. i · · Rhadc an? t11e Mnong, these families ~end lo intermany, thereby · ·' .. ·1 

. • • :j frr 1;; ! ! 
r ; . perpetuatmg their elite roles. Sorccrcl's have high stah1s in the ;· .. ~ . i !·~·jj:~ :;: ) ·: · 
l I:·.:· . highlands, and in some village societies they exercise political .i' .''·' • ··1 H:t ;;;.;. · 

, ; '< as well as religious influence. A1tho11gh the French administration '-.n::i:·!!- .hf::!!~ 
1 

· · i officially <lid away with slavery, there continue to he instances '. '. > t:l !
1
:; '::; 
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f. ·.t. 
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j• 

of it, particulal'ly among the Sticng, Mnong, and Scdang. ! ·:··.:r ~.r!.:.), 
• I,, I ~ ,It ,I,' ' 

Religion. The different highland groy\p~ sl1~re a great many . . .. :·: r1;.::;;:. 
religious beliefs and practices. AH have 16dgiir1myths concerning . . .. , ·' Lt ;) ·: 
the beginning of their "rnce," hy which _they mean their own :. • ·: .,. ·. : ·; i (;\( J '. 

1 

ethni? group. Usually th~ myth has an etlmoccntric. touch in , . ; . '·<·::'J /('./!; '. 
that it presents the gl'oups ancestors as the first humans to ap- .· .r -;\: :; ; ·:J j'.! ·., i; 

pear on earth. (A number of the highland grnups refer to them· u . '. ~ : :, '. .: ~ i ·. ~::i; ;f;, j i . 
selves as "the people.") The pantheon of spirits (called yang •" /::'f} :. :r nu;.!:: 
by all groups, regardless of language variations) is" extremely '(~!.:;::_;:''') ;;:it'.'.;> 
large; there are spirits associated with the clements, with inani- .'-: :' 1'. '. ·: ;;.;~ ·:: l , .. ii!;Y;!:; 

·: . . mate objects, with the dead, and with animn1s and plants. '/ ;,::: ~ :: i '..'. :i ! . ~:;;:::::: '. 1 

-'" · . Though some of the spirits arc good, most are malevolent. TI1e · < " ',:.;) :·;' ·i j:. · r;; :;):it; 
Rhad6 have a hierarchy of deities, the highest of which is the =:: · .. ;\;i '}<T .~:ji ii::1:: 
Lord of Hea~en (Ae Die); the Sedang believe in a pantheon ·~,~1;/::{; '.~)/."~'.Jl !~!!: 

I.·· ofgodswhod1easmcnc10. ~·, •: : .. •:.·.~ , .. J:;:··~;;t · . ! .. : . . . . All the highlnnders Jive in the shadow of the spirits, which ; :. · ~;~ 1

; :<·;.::) : f.:'./ )~'.. : 
, arc believed to alfcct human destiny. Illness and misfortune are '.· J.::~~f ;:;·:J. · f!i )iJ . 

· j . attributed to the spirit~, an~l. o~ly t:1c sore~rer can t:eat them. :.·.' <: ;'1,-;~:;/jj ; ~:jj:l; l;: . 
' .. , . Th.e usual. method ?f yrop~~1ation. is the n~i.rnl sacnflce. of an •. ·{~,::!:;.:;::J. k~}:j/: 
i animal. Fn·st, the victim will sacrifice a chicken, then, if that ..... <::; .,; :;:;.:1 )T: d 1: 

1 
) .. : · has no effect, a goat, and finally a buffalo. By such means of :','.: :: T:: !:; ;T :. t:r::: ii 

;- -· : . . ·: · · curing illness, more than one high1ander has depleted his livestock. .. ·· ~ '. ~ ! ~~::; ~:: ·: j::;'. ;:: ! ,i; . 
. f '. 'i ·• TI1e life. of tl1e highlander. is accompanied by many _d~verse,) -:.;·~L);,:J. "iF'.'Xi;: 

r · · . , ·~ .~;. .., .· . . .. . '. • :· ::~_·:'-;.~.·~~:;·~;.i)i'.. 1'!:J(~::j:~i~ 
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rituals and governed by a myriad of taboos.' The rice-planting.,;~;:; 1 iL . ~ · 
cycle includes a system of rites clcsigncd to guarantee a good.: ; ;· ;[; ·1 

. crop, and sueh1things as house construction have their own series'.: '1'.> ~ kl ',. . . .. 

.·• . ... 

of fixed rituals. Families and clans abide by food taboos ancl. '.·' .. '-;.!A . > ·: : '·: ':: 
ooey 

0 

interdictions. against hunt.ing certain anim.als Ol' cons~tming ,.: :! '.~, :.~!,J .. : ; ' ·. : :: · ·· ; : 
ce1-tam plants. V1llagcs sometimes arc taboo to non-residents, . ;.;:-i· f:1 .. ~ • , ·.; ~-.; ·: ~. 
11!1 tu·a ho11NC111 011 cw1·111io oor;n1d1m11. Anulhoi' 0011oopt 111hn1·ecl by t' ·[ ;.._;> :1; " · · ;·' · · ·. · . '. "· · 
~II l1ighlandcrs is ae ("r:iana" or "soul force"), which everyone ·(:(:·;~Li .: :; ·~ < .;<·-:: ~~ · 
1s thought to have, but m varying degrees. Though tl1e amount'>;;;: . ~! ~: ;~ ~1;_:,_· ... _:_· __ :.·_.::.:_ ... _,'·;:'···_.:···· ..• :·.·_.:_.~:.···. ·::·· •. _':. : .c: • 
of ae that an inclivk1ual has is intrinsic, it may be enhanced.: ... L'; '.· ~~i . . . 

. by tI:e favor of the spirits. The degree of aa, is m::mifcsted in :;-:j ~< :~jf · .. ·1 .. , .•• " • 

' ··· · ··a variety of wnys. Unusual physic:il clrnrncteristics such as a pow-·. . · '.;::: 
erful physique or a full bc:-ir<l, as wc11 as such_attributcs as an. ·, ... }'.i 
extraordinary ability in hunling ;~ · . :.:-.;regarded as signs,.·:: :i:i1 .. :, ·: · ..... .. 

_ of such aa.·K person so enclow..:u ...... ,.,;.;; g<eat prestige among ":~:>-:.:.:i:! '.,:: ;, " -
- the highlanders, an<l a manifestly large degree of aa is essential ·,· · ~ ~, .}J; ... : i· · 1 L : , 

for anyone who aspires to he a leader. :·.<' ··. J;j 
There arc sorcerers among all highland gl'Oups, ancl at l~ast :.· -:.,: <(ij · ., ; · · · · 

_ . . . one is found in most villages. l3ecause they arc believed to be :""<: : )~I • .. ; . ., : 
·. _ · . -. . .: . capable of contacting the spirits, their services arc much in cle- ;'. ; /]!el : . ; · 
· . , .~. mand~ an~ in some. villages t11e sorcerers exercise. as mu.ch i~~u- ::::.·:~.)iii . '.: · 

. . . cnec m village aiimrs as the headman and council. Their ab1hty :: .. ~; .. : ·H~ '· , ' . · 
· · · · · to determine the source of witchcraft makes them personages ··-. .. : : _:·.-.;l~ .. · · '. . ·:' · · 

. to be f?ar~cl. In 1949 the vendetta amon~ the Mnong Car ~1luc1.9d :-}·~;; ·:} : ·::f : ;_.·. · 
·: ~ ·· to car her mvolved a sorcerer who had mfom1ed one family that:r·: ~. : ":'!} :; :: .. '.:~ ·:; :_ "i,, . 

" · it was being bewitched by another. Simil:ir incidc:mts in Jarai :?\ Y·) ·· · 1 : 

villages in .1957 prompted the district chief to collect all the ':'/ :::· 0il : . '. !: . . , 
sorccrel's into one viliagc so as to be able. to control their·,:~·;; ' ~I '.· .; ; .: .. 

ac~;ii~ic;~dets. Recent works by Fnlh6h ~thnologists agree th~t -.:;·.fr~ 'j! .. \ ·P ' .. 

there arc at present a Sadct of Fire, a Saclct of Water, and a Y ! · · (.'.;jj ,(_\~ !:'. :.: •. _::.·;; .. _ .. :;.::;.:_'. 

... 

Sadet of the Wind. As already mentioned, early accounts about. ·:·.:·:\:i'.l · 
·, ~ ·: . ._ ..... -·;· , _ the highlands tell of a·powcrful Jarai sorcerer k " . (/;c Sade~ :.:>:;: <; ',-'· · !,,/! l ... :.:·.:_;_ .•. ·~.-:· __ :; .~: ~· "· 

.... :. of Fire. In the seventeenth century, this sorccr(;. ,.,,;A ... s confrere, : · .. ~ :'. :'.·? ·; '. 
th d f (l d 

f \,,,./!. ',, :_:·.'.·'' 
.. · c Sa.ct o Water: tic two arc ??ver suppose. to meet, or.;:;.~::;':~j: <:::: . .. 1 : 

·; •· ·,, .. a mcctmg would brmg great ca1am1t1cs,), entered mto an agree- ·:,:T·:,:1 ., .·:. l.·>,. 
~: ., ,._. ~ · _· · ment with the King. of Cambodia to cxcha~ge gif~s every three J".;;: ~;~jl · '~:.·-· ·~;i:; :·"·:~. :'. 
. :::·'.·\:.:.-, .. years. Legend ha~ lt t11at, at some unspec1fi~d.t1me long ago, ·">T:''.~:~ij ,:.: . .-'.: .. '·:· .... ·· · 

· ' ·· · r . .. . a bond was estabhshcd between the Sadet of Fire and the Khmer ~: ~ .. · ;;1 · · •· · · .. 

[ ; L : ' '~ rr r: :. ' } •. :. . . > : . . )·,}H·j -~ ; . H . •' .. 
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1 ··~,·.:· rulers. Wl1cn a Cham kin:r recovered a glimmering": ob1'cct from. i. · .. : .; ~'. ;;. J . n 11 .. 1 I 
:':. b v ' • • '" •• I ' 'I 
; : cncath the waters of a river, it turnc<l out to be the Prah Khan,'..:; .. ~ .. ~ i)! '·::.: . f'i! l ;ii 

'· a sacred saber of Khmc1·. roya~ly. Wliile the Khmer came to pos· , <.:')1.: ff:} : ~ ·; j:.1 ! 
: , scss the scabbard, for w111ch Kmg Jayavarman II (A.D. 802 to 854) .. · '";:) ;: ;:.: ~]" 1: ;\ 1 .. 1 i 
Lr- is .said to have co.nstructed ~magnificent reliquary, the Jarai ob··>.>'.~~ .. ;~(::!!'<~~'.!!::'~ ~ .,\: :·'· 

1
. 
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tamed the saber itself, and 1t was entrusted to a sorcc1·cr of Plci : :· .:-. ... ,. ~l .. , ; i' j' j 1 ,. 
\. • I '· b . . j" : ·I •l'"l I • :·H .,i t~o vi Jngo, who 1JC:m1"lo known cs Mastel' of the Sa er or Sadet , '. :,, ~· ~·; :~·:·;:.;: 1 ··~ :tl '.:;:~ j · ·.i .. 

of Fire (Bourotte195,:,), ... :_._! ••· ,,::;::.':_·:r: i::I., ... .:-,· :·~;; __ :.. ;-.,.. 
According to Jarai tradition, the Sadet of Fire as keeper of ; · (;_ ~:-'lf·J fil'.:.J .l 1·~Hi: ~-· : · 

.. th~ .sacred ~aber d:rives 11is unusual. powers fr?m the h?st ?t I (":~··r~: !?':ii:. IH mrl. d~ 
spmts associated with the saber, which arc believed to live m ·' · ~.• :·:::! !iJ!:U ~, ~·· :! 
the Sadct In addition to giving the Sadct unconquerable strength ·: ·: ii .. j;.'i '.i::: ~- ,. ·, · .. 
in .battl.c, these spiri.ts endow. him with special ~ower to dispel . . , :: :. :\ (!'.j :Jl j) ~-). 
epidemics through ntual sacnficcs. Students of Iughland etlmol···: /,'..:',:.! H·ili· ~- l~ ,,.; 
ogy vary somewhat in thefr accounts of the Sadets and in their , .. :· i'. ·~·~I fil';;. ; R_: ;) ' '' 
views on the influence of these sorcerers on the Jarni and neigh··. : .. : ;.(:.·::~ '~lli• , l: :.1 
boring gl'Oups. Jouin ( 1951:73-8·1) contends that tl1c last power·. _.: •::·:_;: ~ ·)· LP'.'\ '. E. ;j 
fol Sadct of Fire was a Jarai nanwd Y Thih, who lived in tho ;,.' ~::·;::·>.U;'f'~.l : t ::: 
village of Plci M'tao during the lnst half of the nineteenth century'. ~ . · ,·.' ;~\ ;~·:; j :~:!Vi:;: . f! · ,: 
and that'11is successors al'C incorrectly referred to as "Masters· '; :(~)'::;! ;:;:::.;! :_; fH .•. :i .. · 
of the Saber," whereas they should be called "Guardians of the t' ·'·; (;:;:~,:: :i:!'; ( , i ·: 

..: ..... ,-., ,.,, .• ·1• i, ·i' ' :. 
House of tho Saber" (Aa Buom) because they· are not true . ; · :;<_: ·': :":" : .. ·i:; 1. "J• :. 1 ,. · ,,,. .• •-. /''"'' ...... ·1 \:'•.1 I .. ,,. ., . ·: 

. ;;~~!~b1~}~;rtl~~l~~~~f1 ~a~~~~d;~:{ ~~~e~~s~ut~:: ~~1~:~t~:a1:~::.: ;_:}ti·~!~ ~?U ~ijlJ'!) :, , 1·; :/ 
· a.re tmc succ~sors to the guardianship and consequently to the. ·>:. ;\:i;/·!j: !!:·:;:!:;': ·'..: :1 "' 

~·; All ctlmo.logists agree .that it is traditional for kinsmen of the ;~·:.: ·~~'+'. ;.'.:/ 1 ~(Ji:Hj; ; · · •: 
title (Ezzaom 1940:1G0-174; Lafont 19G3). : ;.:-:t,;i< :I' r:(U·''.;.' Ii :: .. 

!':· , Sadct of F1ro to slay ]um when he has grown old, but there \.: ;: .: A ;:.:-.j ;::; : ·· · · • : : :! . · 
. :; ·: · arc two versions of tl1e method by which the new Sadct'is chosen.· :·. ·<;"i !::::':;):; )':! '.. ! : '; 

i;· · · According to one, tl1e Sadct, prior to his death, throws his copper :·~-0::\\ ~ ;~n i~i'.i:.-':'!. ; .. : 1 • ; " 

E bracelet into the pool where the residents of Plci M'tao bathe,";:'( "!,..'.;': :~:;r r::1 (j I'. .. f:1 ~-:: 
. f:. . 'and whichever male emerges with the bracelet on his arm will.' ~~::~,/fr!'!:.· :;i r;::~i i.'. ~}; : :: . ,'•. 
~: ' ·. be the new Sadct. Another version is that, after the death ot · '..<~~·:·r~ ~~· .. '.!~;(I: l '. . {\,(".'; .. 
!i·. ~ .the Sadct, young warrio,rs of the Siu clan (from which the Sadet: {i·:{ ~ l~ ~! f:i;r If : [}'. L 
;:. 1 traditionally is selected) gather to sleep in ihe same communal ~:-.. :·: .. !.;·,i';·,;:: . .'.·'.1.f<'.',; · .; · 
,, j t'. .. ". 
~- . \ house. While they are asleep, one of the elders demands, "Who .. ' ·:, ;,:; ;;;::';,:\! ~ jL,"Y ~.~.:··.,;_::~.·.-._·_ .~. ·. 
'.1 •• i will be Bok Rcdau?''. and when one of the wan·iors answers in:· ,.. ;'(h~::-. j6{'.:~! >' · ·· 
ii . · :'.; his sleep, .. It is I," a cotton bracelet is placed .on his wrist as:.)~::· t::: ':::~_;:~: \ M(;'.. ! .:. · ~' '. "· 

~· .· ' ... ~ . a symbol' ~ l~ new role (Bourotte 1955: EzzOo~ 194~~ r .; jT~·H!~!·f.;'' : . f,] r .. ' 
( ,. . ' . ' '. :~; ... '.· ~: . 
~ ' .. :· ' '. . . :·. : 
'• 
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The Saclct of Water, accord in~ to al~ acc~tmts, fu~ctions mor~:>·ti' _ .; . ( · :. . .•. 
ns a sorcerer than as a lcndc.-..... Ic resides in the village of Plc1:-_:,, I-: . : : ~ 
M:tao Ea i~ · Darl~c Province, where he receives visitors who,~;;':)/>'·":, :, U :: •. : ' 

brmg prcscnhcd gifts, and he frcciuent1y travels nhout the nrca::-,;::i' ~' ·; ;I . 
visiting villages to perform ril11als that am intended to prevcnt~'.·:::1 .. · ' 1 

·'. 

or clispcl epidemics due to clrm1gl1ts. Elclc(ly Rhude recall that' -.!,I: ._: · 
. on 1avcrnl occnllion11 n Sad,it gf \Vnlor cnm,1 to tlrn town of lll\~:·. 1 :1. ::. · ' 

·. ·: Mc Tlmot, remaining on the outskirts of the settlement as is·:-·;. ::· 

' ·) ·.·• ... 
· ,•1' 

. ·~. ·: . . . '. . . 
• I••'• 

· .. ' .·, .. -··. 
: ':. ~~ ' .. :. the custom, and throughout the J arai areas olde1· villagers recall: ~ J '. '.~ i i : 

having seen him. Several recent somccs report that there also·:~'.;!,":·: 11·· 
·is a Sadct of the Wind, who, although he plays no political role,;/ij:\. :. ! i ·; ., ... · .. ·. 
has considerable myslieal power ( Condominas 1959;' Lnfont -;:y·~ ... ; , '. .. 
19G3). ."ii : ;::-: · · .. , 

Of the three, however, the Sadet of Fire appears to be the·_:;.::;::';~;'.' j'f: ,, 
only one cvc1: to 11ave wielded pol.it.ical powc1'. Although Ca?tain:: ·:i:,: ·:" ~j. ! , : 
Cu pet on his 1800-1801 cxpcc11t10n recorded (as mentioned. /ii . .-: .. [! ; 

•. nbove) that the then Sadcl's followers paid him little deference,;., ii : · ij; . · · 
various historical' accounts credit other Sadcts of Fire \vith con-, ·J :• · j · • 
sidcrahle political influence on the Jami and ncighhorin~ groups,j;.;j:' :~. i,{:!1 

_. and the Odcnd'hal affair in 1005 would indicate that the Sadet : .J · .• -~ ; t ;J 
· of Fire of that time was a leader to be reckoned with. Recent>::!· ~ IJ 

French ethnologists disagree on the role of the current ?a~let ·j; { p-;i . . 
. ,of Fire. Fathet· Dournes, a mcmbc1· of the Socict6 de la M1ss1on ~;;;J: .:; ·, ;IJ ·. · 

'!··;~ : .· Etrangcrc de Paris i.yho has spent a number of years among the.: J ·'. ; ii :f 
.. ; : : ..l . J arai in the Choo Reo area, believes that t.lie Sadet of Fire con-.~; . ! _;: ! ~j · ( .. : 

' ..... ·.·. 1: .·.· .'.1. tinucs to have considerable influence; Lafont ( 19G3) denies; hthadt <I '· J 'J · : .. '...· 
. . . .. : the three Sadcts enjoy the prominent roles today that they a . -."", · : ) .. : · ·· 

: , · · : ,'. ·: : _j . nt the time the French explorers visi tcd the highlands. . . · · - <:.:I ; : " ~. :1.~ ~ . ! : . 
,; ' ' .. nm PnESENT SITUATION OF Tim VIETNAMESE HIGHLANDERS . . :'.'f .: . ;. ·: ,'; . " . 

': · : ; ; .. ~ . Introduction. The situntion among the highlanders is in a stat~:··:]. i,.:. ~ l 
·: ,;: ! of basic change now (May 1965). Since the rch?llion in Septcm~~dj :: . ·f·;! 

. ~ ';:: l : · her 1964 the, govcrnmcn t has a ttcmptc<l to satisfy some of th~:.: ·ii :. · .~ p 
, .. : .: : · ; ; ._ <lcsircs of the highlanders .in the lwpc of getting them to r~IIyU j · /; · ~·d . .. ·· 

':: i . - .• ;. :-~- behind the government. First they held a conference at Plmku :: ; I;:.: '.',:j'l · ·· 
· · · -. : : i .. ! . . . in October, ~ncl the highlanders prcsc?t reprc~c~tecl most tribes, ~HJ .,:. '.f ! l .... · · >t~/ ~~i'~.:_ ·· _ ... · although as clclcgatcs some were snnply civil servants from :1 .. · :>,: ·: :: 

; ;: : • ! : .. · :.. . · · · - - · .. :· province and district offices, while some were real. leaders-:-peo• .. : ) !. : ,: ; . ~ lj · · · 

:"::~::~~~~ .,._ · plo wh_o.hacl b.e~~ jailc~ after_ t~:efr upr~sing: in 19~.,~M~~\f;Lj! .. ~:. ~:11 
-·'::F'(~:-·::· 'r.~~-~l .·: . - ·. · ·. ;,· .. : . ·;~./.f:;;·:"t· ~· ~q 

::::· 1 ': ... ::-:"(·:1 ·· F:: 
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"' 

these were Rhad6, Jami, and Bahnar. ?\Jissinn it;as\ly 13ham,. the -' ... \:: ( !/i;i.·;; i ·1·:;J < + ·':. 
Rhade leader.who snurred the 1858 revolt, was i·a1Jccl, and had Y. ,·:":'.!:iii'. :1 ! . .; 1 ·~. 1 •. :\: •. 

·been released in Feb:·uary l96·1. He was involved in the Septem· ' " · : : · ~ > . f. !Iii· T .ii ·. . ·i! 
ber rebellion, but either went voluntarily or was forcecl to go. · ·· :'.·.:·

1
r,: 1 ,:/: ~.:; • .;· <! , · 

: to Cambodia where he now a1111cars to bc a cnptive of a move- .: · · : , ·~ :: i i:i/; ·JI: ( l :·. i · :; · .. ~ ... ·· ~ .. : :. : ~'ar '·~ ·. i .... : · ·'. ·· 
;~:!c31~n~~;~s·l1~~~1~11!~~n~~~~n~:~: i~~~ l~:·~~t~~i~;~o 0t1~l;eC~1f~ ·· ·:' _.: ;~<L j:;1'jii:/ i (;I; '·,l .. :; · : ' · . 

~ i . \ ... ::~~l~~;~~";;:~;~~)!"f,~"~;~~'.~f~ like tlw Cambodians belng · · '. " ;'. !; . ti/Ii I' 1·: .. !J.:·:. ::.t <:'. '. . ·., 
'. '. : The leaders of the highland group (Hhacl6, Jarai, an<l Dahnar · :· ::'.. ;:'.;·>·Fj!f'.i! .. :/,, .,.J :·~), 

' ' .. :~;,~~:~~~~'~,c~~:~~c~;~~ ;:t~·~~~:::.:.~1 :~~.fr~~',;'. . . ; '. / !' r I' i'.: Lt:: .. . I . 
' ; . · These concerned giving tho highlanders more (an cl stronger) '.·::,I;};'!; f;:. i . ; -•· , . [' 
1 : : representation in the central govemme:1t, more role in the admin- :{ 

1
!. ·. • ,; 

' ' istration of their own areas, land titles (a very sore point with · · · '. · i :j::j'.: J t;! I : '..i :; f. 
. those whose land had been taken by the lnncl development. . ·. :':: · .. i:) .- ~ 1~.;:.1 !,::!IF· LT<': .':: ; r· 

! 
I 
• ( 
I 

.schemes initiated in Hl57 when the Diem government began · l t' 
1
i; : ;, 

resettling northern refugees and central Vietnamese in the high- ' · : ·:' · 't!': l.: l. ( ·; .. • . · 
lands-the government's attitude i:hcn was that the government ·, :. , . : : :: } V!: U i f '. ·" .:-

. ownc<l all the land in the highlan<l.s), acceptance of morn high- . -.-.· .. · :.· . .' ·.-~•.:. ·.··::'. ·:· __ ····:·f:::: .. '.·.:.·
1
,;· ••• : !i.',; :·,i··.· ,

1
; .'. · (:r; '. · :; . 

. landers in secondary schools, universilics, and the School of Ad- .. · {':: · · · : 
ministration. They also wanted their own army, direct American ·• · · > ~ ;·.: J::~.~! 

1
r J t'.; j ; : i . :: . 

. aid (i.e., not to go through Saigon), more schools, and medical ..... ·· ......... '1 · ri I· .. >:; 

... El~~~f r.11~f.J~ff~~b~t 1~~:~~,~::~~:f r(~~t~~:~ · · ·· .•. \1~li .J,I f ~I: f'' /, 
1 · ;, 

· • The Vietnamese discussed these things with them, then Gen· . . .. · ·· t .• f · ! • F: : 
·eral Khanh came to meet them. The Vietnamese wouI<l not agree '.' .. ,:·,:.·,.'-_ ... :.'..':.', .. _'i.:~:_ .. :.~.:.··;:· 

11

t;::.:_·;;.' f.'_:_.·.·.· ,

1
! ;·_.:. 

to the :umy or direct American aid. There had ·been a rather · . t 

vaguely organized Dureau for Montagnard Affairs o·rganize<l in · · ' ' ' ; ~ :\; · t f j1 
' ·' ·, 

March HlG,1, an<l General Khanh announced tliat it would be- · . J<'j'..; '.l.j!: .:J '.· { · .; : .;; · 
come a directorate and appointed ·colonel Ya Ba as director. • :.il;:J)J;J: .~.;.~,-.~.:~:.:.·_;:!:_.·:···.~· ... ~:;':.'_: ~.· :::···:: 

He agreed to most of the other things and began turning the .;,. ! ~ ~,qi 1;. r . , · · · 
. wheels to get something done about it, but left office late in . . : '.'_ / .i ;: .~:li:J:: l: 1., ! , ... 

October. Mr. Huong was sincere, but was too beset and besieged · · .' .;"'" ~~1,L:1 ~~~I 1 
,; : ;• 

by t11e Buddhists and students to do anything. There were rnm· , : . ·;',: ;:'.: i·~: :J!if i · f.:J '."~ { · 
blings of another revolt in the highlands, an<l the Vietnamese . :. :; .. :f /; i.;:rl!itir r~: I ,i• 

.quickly appointed _a. nulllber of ~~ighlandcrs to t11e Non-Commis~:· · '/-f ,;.i.:!-ij/.;!H ! '. ¥ii: .. :;;, :; _ 
· · ·· · . · ·: ·· · r1a1) .. " ... r·l·· . 
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.___.,VIETNAM: GERALD c. mcx;;y ~ .• :::.;.ii\\ .i j . .ii·~.. .. . ' 
· · · .... · · ·sioned Officers' School at Nhatrang and £ftccn to the Officc1·//~::i '. " · : '. > .. 

· · · Training School at Thu Doc. The Ministry of Education·\:; : ~ .: . : : · · i · 
.. announced a plan for cxp:m2;:!<l education in the l1ighlands and.'.;~:::! .'. . '~ ·: '.: · .. 
· · a scheme whereby highlanders would get special consideration ; '..· · · i ·; ... ;: ·,, :: 
·.for their application to schools of higher education (the acccp<.l\; :: : ::··; ·· .. · ·· 

.•'. 

,,,· 

'··. · ... : 

. tance grade would be lowered 10 percent fm· thom). 1n Mnroh ;·· ;;:,:\ ;; "f,.·· .. : .. ~.·. ~.)-'.'..~''..; 
.. ' . ', . ' . lOW A g1·oup or twenty-two liighlnn<l leaders met with v~rious :, J'. :i : . . . ' .. 

. . ; .. . . : . . .' minister.s in Saig~n. The tribunals were reinstated, the intention: );j :11 
:·. :; • ;. • • ·'. . :: 

: i: '. . of grantmg land titles was made known, and a scheme for survey•.:>_,"·.\ : • · :.;_·.·:·'.. '.::.:·:.jii'_.: .. '._::,.:: .• 

1

··:·;·.;··.·.·.· • • 
··. ' · · ·ing land announced. So it can be seen that the situation is in~;:~-:~ 1 _;: • · 

: : " · a state of .flux. · >~''".! -~1 · 
·: :·:; :. :: The Viet Cong and tlie Ilighlqr.d-ers) Vis-a-vis t110 Viet Cong, ~' ;':: :l ~;: . 

. !; : ; ·.: ·. there has been a marked ch an gc. \Vhcibas in 1958 the Viet Cong i f : .. '.: l ·: 
· .. :. : \ propag~nda ';as well done ( l~1ings-likc hammering a':ay at 

1
the: > ;'.:) · ~.' '..' ! · '-: 

. . .. · ". mountamcers fear that the Diem government was gomg to de·: y( . .\ ~~ .T:, "· 
pose them of all land), in the past several years tl1c Viet Cong.-:;·;: J; ·:, " 

... 

. :. , 

. ' 
' ' : : . 

,, 
'·.';. 

.... -

have used terrorism, forced recruitment and labor in hill tribo: ::: :~ : ! .· i , 1 

villages, demand for rice and food, and direct attacks on resettled: . : :: .• i ·: · :. '·· ; : .. , 
hill tribe villages resulting in considerable death ancl destruction~~'.: ;:_:;q '.: . ·, •.: : 
The highlanders now almost invariably describe themselves as U}:· :i :;: · 1 : , . 
"in-between." TI1cy do not wnnt to support the Viet .Cong (and,i~:\;:q .. ; \·' · · · 
aro afraid or them), but they still arc not 1Jrcd by the·i.~+)L,i~ r : ;:: < .: · ... 
rrovcrnmcn t. . · 1 -~ f '. :: \ ;~ 1 1 '• •.• :. · .. 
b ... ·• i· ''" ~~ 

, Ilill Tribe Nationalism: Y T37wm and the Front forruthe ~rotec· ; .,'. ;·· :I. ::j·
1
• ' · . 

. -,cc: .... tion of Oppressed Races. Y J3liam, a leader of tl10. iad.., tribe·:'.:~·.:1 ,.;,i ·t '.!.: _' .... \ 
from South Vietnam, has gone to Cambodia, where he is working· ~·u:: ', \.-.. ~·1· :- ·~ ~ · · · .- · 
for the formation of a United Front for the Protection of Op·, ;. ;I;:'.·, i !: l ': ; · 
pressed R:tccs .(French abbreviation: FULRO) to be comp?scd :,'._:; :\;.! .: ·;: ... · ... · 
of the peoples of the South Vietnamese a~d Cambodian. higli<i (/J ; · \ f 
lands. Though this movcmcn t has been widely reported m the.:;:; i: : I · ; :; .,· ; ;:. : ·:_,,: 
public press, it is too early to judge the effectiveness of Y Bham's ·: \ L-. .' l? ~ , i·, .~. ,_:. _ ... 
attempt to build a nationalist movement among the highlanders,'.:'.:::) !.·q! : : (·'·.( ·: :; .·: , , 
who arc now, as Jrns been the case for centuries, caught in a'._;>~:': j:°;;I I .• 
struggle between their more powmfo1 neighbors. ·:·.,: f·.: :) ·:i .« 1 · ~· · 1 ~. :. :: • · 

Legal Status of the Ilighlanclcrs: I1 istory. Traditionally among .-';;; ;.;:: :T;, l . (: : : : ~ .. :." · 
. tl:e h~ghlandcrs reconciliation of ~1ispu tcs a.nd puni~hmcnts :or ;r: 1::-· ~n::: 1 ~<· t !. :_ ~ · .. > . 

· violations of customs were the affairs of family and village. Prior \ :.: '.:·:,;;::. · 1 ; · ;> · 

i 
I 

. ' 

: f ., . l 
. , I 
'. \ 

•• 1 •• 

. to the arrival of the French, the tribal laws were unwritten; they :(~: :;_.iJ l . : · · '· · 

-·~ere ~xpr~ed in terms of. taboos and sanc,tions w~fh all ~~: ~; p \<Y:. : !\ '~ ':. ;_ · ~·: 
( 762 ) . . . ' . ' . , -,, ". . ' I, .' '. I' ' 
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- ' "I •• ~ • : . ': • . .. ~ : ~ . I I . " 

hers of the.societies knew and respected. Tl1cre was'a well-de·<.('.'.j.:·\J.:i>.- ~·:··;y1·J> 
.... lined moral order, with well-defined retributions and punish~ ',~;:·):'.I'. .: . ·'°.'fl '.': 

·· mcnts for those who breached it. : '.:.; L·i!\.~ ·: -: .. :. ·; ·; V ·'.'. 
The French administration aUowed the traditional jural sys-):.~'. :J :.,· :: .-. · . I . I ,f-!; · 

terns to continue, and some administrators began recording tribal.:.;::~.,;_::!· •,:. ·~;·. ,·l ::: l r. 
'laws with n view to org:mi;dng rn1livo tl'ibunnl.~ (hill ldho ow;•,.l'.\'.~.r.:J.: ;~ ·:.. !J!:.jl 
toms ~re codified i~ Gerber 1951; Cuil_Jcmin~t 1952; La~ont 19~; )~;.;.-.:'.!.>:.-:·~· ~:. f; V: ~· 

. ,. l .. . ~ : l 
. ;., i ·. 

' ! 

· Sabaticr 1940 ). Tnbunals were established m the provmce cap1·. >i ::\::f'. '. ; ·> :· ·i.fi ! 
· · tals"of the high plateau. Hill tribe judges .were nppointed, and);~\·'..;:;.'.::.:;~'.:~ \°l'.;l 
, . ~e coutumicrs. ( codifled cust?ms) served as a basis .for adjndica"'. ;>) :~;::j, :<·: (' ;, ;:; j j · · 
· .. · bon. Cases brought t.o the tribunals were tJ10sc which could not ... :'..)~~ ;: !·., ;.·:.;:: .. -_·. ·1 :Hi! _ . 
. be resolved on the village level. The procedures of these courts: : ;: >:J <: ·=. ! ·r i! 1 · i }.. ,;· 

?· 
' 
' 

i 
I 

' 

',· 
i 

•. were relatively simple. At Dan Mc Thuot, for example, the judge," ... ::·; 1.-:::;J ";:. ". : · lH; ii : 
an elderly respected man from Ban Don, would hold sessions. :f i1:; ~:··i! ~ : .: ·; :t"j n ! 
for the first fl.ve days of every month. The sessions were held .. ,:>>.: :j. ::.'. ; I\ l ;: , 
in a small room simply furnished, with a table behind which.:. ~.:;,"j":il°. ~·'"( :·!\-;'!~: 
tl1c judge sat, and a few benches. The plaintiff and his party.· . :.;.! "! ~. : · : 'ff~.;:: 
sat on one side wl1i!c tlic defendant and_ his group. were on tho:: ~/:-.:j: .-::·.: JFii'./ 
other. After each side had pcsentecl his case, witnesses wcro ., : ·'. ::, .. l ·: ·: -l ;• :::';: 
heard, and the judge would r~fcr t~ the pertinent law. The case··<.: :i.k·J' :·:::_;. fj1;,'._'.:, 

usually was resolved through d1seuss10n. · · ·" "~.:: ! . • :· · l: ;.•.;.; 
Recent Government of Vietnam Legislation for Montagnizrd· '· '.·:i ::~::! ·-.> '.f. j;t;U: 

Tribunals. In response to the high1ander request for the organiza··> j \'. ·:~· :; l: \. '. !/ii 
tion of "Customs Law Courts in the highJands and a Law Protec· '. ·: '.1;:·: '.j· ::• : : ·./::": "! · 
tion regime" (formally submitted at the Convention for Ad minis-> 1 :, ,~ :.} '. .·· .' h! :!r 
trative and Military Affairs held in Saigon in March 1965), the ·:· '..-:,:;: ·.J · ·· :· ·. { , :1;. 
Government of Vietnam has promulgated a decree aimed at "re- ·. : ~~: t. ! · . Ii I '. ~'i. 
organizing Montagnard Common Law Courts in the Central ,:::·.:·/'·;::· · ~-- · ~::if · 

· ~ictnam Highlan~s:::.rhc new courts arc to deal with civil ~ff airs,·/ '. :- : .. :':{:. '.: / [; l i ;iL . 
montngnard affairs, and penal offenses when both parties are.;:._·; :· :'i-: ::.1. . . · 1:1 : : i: · 
highlnnc~crs. Cril~cs and offcn.scs committed. by hi~l tribe service~~;--:·:~·'./'. ;l.- '..-:_· ·, .: 1 ~ f;. 
men, crimes agamst the natwn, or those mvolvmg lowlanders.,:::;::,::.i; · .. ·· . 1;il'J 
(ethnic Victnam.csc) will be hroug~1t be.fore the_N~tio~al Courts.-.·;·;:;~\'~:'.l":·: ~. ·:. l:)'.:-':f 

The law provides: for courts at UlC village, d1stnct, and prov-.:·\>:.::~;;-.:~: :: .. ~1>·:1. 
ince levels. The Village Customs Law Court is presided over > ; ':·•'.;, .J: ·<: '. i;) :.: T 
by the Village Administrative Committee Chief, assisted by two'. .. : ; :,:;~:\:J '. ::· ( W! .' i · 
highlander assessors. Early in December each year, tl1c chairmen~';··:(:>·':;; :::\· ij;j;':l 

, of village a.dministrative committees and residents ·of th.~ villages ;:::.~.::·fr>[<:.'.;: ; ((" ! 
. ·: prepare. a list of twe~ve notables elected by th~ population. F~o~ :;_\.:/·'.~.~i;; '\': J(;: ;; : 
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'each list the district chief cor:.currcntly actinrt as Justice of tho.::;:! 1. ' • • • 0 ~ '11 • 

. Peace will select two regular assessors and two deputy assessors' ::,::;!i ·' • .. 
,for every village court. At least one weekly session is held ifJ_::;i! ; : (. , . .. . . . 
ncccssaiy. When a case is resolved, tho decision is recorded and : '-!;I ; :; ·; '1 ·:·. '· 

·signed by the contesting parties, thus negating the right to appeal ~;J · ·: .. j '.-. 
:to another court. Right of appeal to a higher court· is possiblOJ}'. •. ·. \.<I;. ,, 
·.when tl

1
\o C!dt\So ramalns unrceoncllcd. -· ',, !U;1

, ._. .. •! .'i : · :1 . ~., . , 
A~ t le istl'ict level, the courts will be presided over by a ;~UC ;0: : : t~ · ~; '· , . 

President of the Court, who will be the district chief, and he· ;:;:;;i: .:, _ · ::.11 " .. 

. will be .assisted by two hiJl tribe assessors. There will also·bc :._~}~·.:: 1 .<:. i ·· · · '· 
a clcrk-mtci1wcter. The assessors will be selected from lists of;-.::· 1L~,, ... · . ;i ;, 
l1ill tribe notables elected hy the district residents. Sessions of ~>.·:J · :· > " · · 
the court will be held at least twice a month at district head-' r: j ; . -i .: 
quarters. Cases within the jurisdiction of the district court in-\ 1/ I· · · ' l I · · 
elude those appealed from the village courts, lawsuits on civil·;:~) :- i . 1.,., .,, . 

. and commercial matters involving more t:·.. ·:;-.;and less;'.:;!~·:;.·.:.· ' 
than l,500.$VN, all kinds of minor o!fcn.sc:., "'"' ~ ... )cs consid· /~T •_ · 
crcd traditionally as serious ones, such as o!Fcnscs against rcli- ;::: l> · · i 
?ions n-1:d __ creeds, viz. dcs.ccration of graves, insults. uttc1·cd dur- i:'_,: ,: /· ·-._: ':: ... i I · 

- mg ·a ntual ceremony, disturbance of an oath-takmg ceremony:. · .: 1. . . : ;, 

and olicnscs against dc.itics." . . . :) J) :·: , . ;. " · · 
A Montagnard Affall's Section of the court will be orgamzcd:: ·: i'. ·- : :: iJ 

at the provincial level. This section will be under a Montagnard i"."~J ·; :; .. ; · ii 
Presiding Judge, assisted by two hill tribe assessors, a national .. '.:!: '. .. · !- .: U · · · 

. clerk who keeps the records, and an interpreter. The assessors, -:.~.J -_ ·. · ~ .'. 
. . : :·. : ; · . · · like tho.sc of the other courts, will bo drawn from a list of elected:::. J> :· : j 
· :>: ; ·) · notables. The Montagnard Aifairs Section will sit once or twice}::/.~_.~···. .:

1

1 
. .. . : , . a month, depending on demands. This court is competent to:;':;! . -

. , , : • · .. pass judgment on appeals from the montagnard district courts::·".i. _ . , 
.· , ' a?d .actions which do not foll into the realm of the village or,;~~ ·j· ·.' . :/ 

· · · ·' d1stnct courts. ·. . . ..., 
· ·' '.' This legislation restores the legal status of the native 'laws and _::· 1 ·: ·. J ·:J. 

· .: } ~ .; ---. _ · !:~i~~:1~s~~~;t1~~dt~~c;o;~:; ~r t~~~1h!~~~:~~~~nu:f1~~1~;.~s~{~~~ ~:) .... :,.l_../:, 
•• "' 

1 
-.: ·in an attempt to. rcpl~cc hill tribe so~ial institutions with_Yiet-/::! ,._: _. ·_.; .. 

; :1, · '.i;·:.:; , .. namcse ones. Tlus policy caused cons1<lcmblc resentment among .. ·d ·:. . · ,. · 
: ·Ji ,! f; ·i . " __ _.the highlanders, who felt that their way of life was threatened,:: ! · .· · -
·~ :Ii ". '., ; . ~ ,. - and this fear was seized upon by the Viet Cong in their propa-;;-::i.~ ·.-: . , 
i :Ii : 1 ':·· ••·• ganda. This was one ofthe bases of a strong appeal ~y ~eyiet:~·~.J ·: ·.·) ' ..... : 

i:/ :! · ::w:1<: <-- · '
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. , ._ ~:ne~ ;;0~~1u~e~1t:~~vornbly the example of the autonomous :/·: :(:L~~iU: .:J J11:i, t 
i ;·:!.;':':-:~::j!' :::;.~:'!: ~. 
/:·.. t11~1~~~~~i1 ~~~~~e:;~~~;:;n~:~nb~o as~-~~::1~-!h~i~ig~~~b~r~~~o;~ :(~.·:;:.~ii,;;~k.:\!- :i.'JH! ,,: F.:i " 
I~ " tc11ns of the Vietnamese system. The highland villagers, like the :.; '.,'.::i.:. U,i::l. ·£:(iiij' :j i · 1: ·:.:; :· 

' VltihHllll(l/IQ vlllngo1·u, wm l)t\Jlmbly p<'du•' w ilUlUO th(Jh• OWU;·<· :,:/q·;\:~'.\ :~·Ii.iii:·:~ ~ J ~·. : l 
j . •·· dilllcu!Ucs witl1outrccoursc to outside authodty. . · . . '. JjiUf~j'j,,:: lf !~.;;/ !) lrn; ,, : 
1 ACnICULTUnE AND LA."'D 'rENUI\E .. ;. . ·: · .• ;.··:;·;·. ;: :.'i I. I '1· i l :.1 · « :j "·:: ' : : l . ;\';·: :·:,; j·~: ',!: .. :, l;: l : . . ! 

.

. II The govemment of the Republic of Vietnam is currently pre- ... ,'.,"' '"<i ;; ;) r j';J.d ! : : I:.~ . :: 
paring a program of distribution of land titles to ~the mountain-. ·:: ., ; ;;,;:~~i. f i~;; i ·: 

! cers. Other than problems as~ociatcd with shifting of villages ! :·.:: ~ :'. :,Y ·!f ~:i.; l_i ·: [i · ~: · 
I. - ~~I~r~~ t~~n::Ji~ 1~~~~~,~f t1:1~e~1~~~~;~~~;tn~~;:1~1i~1~~u~:;;1~~ci~ · · ;.- "F ~·>:1·1;:;-: ~.~ : 1~ · i' 

i J. 

I 

to keep thci; village.> i1~he sam~ location),; th~rc arc matte1·s' :: : .. ·'.~?''.! n··:~:. n<' 
~~1~~c~li17~1l~g~~~;~~~,~~~;~u~:l \~~~11t;~~~1::~~1!~~df~~:i:1::~sg·· . : .:': ~:.; ;; ~:.) ~IJ:,t.; .. ;.:;,'.' ". v •: · . . ..... ' . j ~; ' 
such a program. :· ~:~JE.<:i r .~: f~. :: 

Ilighlaml Agricultw·e. Swi<lden agricull1ll'e (also sometimes ·. -: ; ";:.;'. p:::i, : ~· · · , . 
referred to as .shifting or slash-and~l?um agriculture). is traditional : : ·. ,., i ;) ;::' .,;! : f::hJ ;,: : t. . 
among the lughlan<lcrs and con tmues to be practiced by most :<C:. .'i :·i ;,: ; j t:; ; ::j · · L : '. 1 

grou~s. ~here there is avail.able bottom Jan~ with :vater sour~cs, . '..::; /;::: !; !: ~;·;:• :,
1
• . · f·: · '.'. · · 

the lull tnbes usually practice paddy wet-nee agriculture, us mg . :.' ;. : : ; 1 ·~ .'; ;; f;'.; . ; :. ' i· 

techniques similar to tl1osc 0£ the Vietnamese (an~ probably ·~(,::/iP?~:T ~j;:;;!I; r<: 
learned from them). Such £elds can be seen along nve1· banks :: .'·'i_:)~·:'j •;i:.:·,,.' •' f ··:; 
~hrough?~t .the high~·m<ls, in _volcanic depressions :uch as th.ose· \ :,: :·:: :T·h 1)1:!:;'::, ~~ · ·:1 
m the. v1cm1ty of l'lc1J..."U, and m level areas around Kon.tum town. . . ·~:.; i' i :>j ! f;j~ i ,d · f:'; ~; 
In the area of Phu Bon there arc also some extensive paddy ';; .. :;;:;~;.;•!! t:i' 1:! _ L ·! 

' fields belonging to the Jarai, and the Chum in the valley of ;-, ~('..:;::;.::!· ~i::; J .... i Dran cultivate paddy using the Cham plow and water buffalo /.~·: J:: (;) ! I·!.: f J ~. ~: ;; 

I. (they arc supposed to have lcarnc<l the techniques from the·:': ;:::~::~:)l l.J,·t::f'. ~;: :: 

. Cham centuries ago). Finally, in the Valley of the Winds inland :.:. ·~;: :!\ ;; [:;: ';\ j:;:;:: Ji !.
1

.,,_;··'·:.':·:'.·.: ••.•. ··.·.··:·,·,: .• :· ·. . .. 
I from Quang Ngai, th~~ Hru have terraced pa<ldy :fields similar. } i r :~=;d_{:::: (: tJi:(;; : I to the terraces of the Vietnamese along the coast. .... : .. •,' ,; ) : ::·,::: j· :<: :- : ·,. t' 
. · Generally speaking, there arc basic similarities in the swidden . .. :{J·)'.il.J.:!!: [1t:!;q~ f.:! ·): ' .. 

:

' 1' c techniq~te .employctd by fmoutntt.aii;eers .. Ail1tu1ong mlost ·'if nolt atll_) · .. ?:":~},':~ ~T'.:j i !'.Ii:'.!'. Ir : tI'.~, .. :,·;.: .. ·_:·:: ;; .. : •.... ···; •.> ... 
: groups i 1s. a s~s cm o .ro a ·mt, agncu re w 1crcm a po lS ... ~; E~,L;;:::} liil:'C: . 

: l · · fo1mcd for:~ .given p~l'1od-usually between one and three. .-: .. ;~:::p ;:;.-:/ f·~; ;·i · 1~···~·.'.< :;:::.,: . 
r I · · · · · • •· l 4 1 ~.··I r:·~ f. 1 ; f .. ·· i l [ 765] " ,:. ':':'!()(';'\;,.:; ('. .. 
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VlETNA?-.I: CEnALD .C. IIIC:KI\7 . . ;~:· r: 1 j· ·,;. ; ~: 
years-and then is left to lie fallow while tlio cultivatol's movo . f.;h ; I J : ; · 

. . to a series of ot11cr fields, returning to the overgrown plot in::,>.::.!:.:: j .·· . '.• .. 
·due time. The cycle seems to be fairly consistent wit11 all groups.;::'.:·:: i i 1 ! ·. ! :: ~· 
The following period usually depends on the type of flora that;:; ;?ii ·~If j. ·-:' : .... 

. pl'cdominatcs the area; if there is an abmieb.ncc of fast-growing, i:; ;:;: 1· ; 1 · . '· · ": : :· 
, · bnmLoo, fo1· oxnmplo,, t:w ~ullow pNl<H.1 prnbnbly will. only ho ( :! ?' :: I ·: · . ,, i : .. ,' .. 

~1rce or fo.ur years, wmle m al'cas where the growth is slowet; ~:,;~i:;i<! . " · i _:(': :,= . : , 

. lt may be eight to fifteen years. . · ! :; ::-.: .: t · :, , J , · ; , :. :/ · · 
To prepare the .Uelds, first vegetation is cut, and usually all'.Ji[:.:!".i 1 , .j:':·: ~· . 

. but the large trees arc felled. After the brush and wood luwe;~r;;;:J.:.: J ::r:.: .. :.· 
·dried sufficiently, fires arc set an<l controlled as much as possible. ', :'''.! ~;/;! ' . \: ": · ~· 
Tl.1c ru!)ble is .cleared, and the soil is ral~cd. _The men make h~les :";): ;: j: 

1
; l j. ··; /'. ': .. ·. 

\~1t11 d1b~le sticl~s, and women !oll~w,, piantmg the seeds. Dunng<: ... · ;:'. :;. '. lj : : '. : .. "· ... , . 
lne growmg period some wccc1mg lS oonc. Both men and women.:::;..; F H ; :, ! · · ; · : 
assist ~ith the. harvest, and the yic!cl is stored in i~1dividual .family; ':j /.': j ·! j ! ·· ··: [ ;_ '_; . ~; 
granaries. Vanous secondary crops arc planted m tl1e sw1ddcns, ".: ; , ~·: ! ['U · ' · · : · 
sometimes in a1tcrnating rows with the upland rico and sorrie•!::'.:·;;:I ;;,I/, i.. .. 

times :iftc1· the harvest. Kitchen gardens and fmit groves usually';);;~. L: ,\ . '. · · 
arc cultivated in the village near the house. : ; i'~ :i ! ; · I .. ·I .. ·:: .· :, · 

The Drou, a group located in the vicinity of Kc Sanh, ncarj J .. I :. :/ : . .. · 
the Lao border inland from Quang Tri, usually fa1m their ficlds:'.:'.'.:.· q ·:· :r:/ · '. '.' '" 

one. yc~r (three year~ if thero arc larg.e trees, ·which are thou?ht;h;:?i Jj ' ; : ·: 
to md1cate good soil). VVhcn there lS new matul'c vegetation:;;:-::: I ;:,11 :, ; . 
on the field lying follow-from five to eight years-the plot can:.~:{:!: ·!. 1!" : ,";· 
be rccultivatcd. One ycm· is the normal planting for swiddcns· ):;:-; ; . ! ;j : ). ··; ... 

used by tho Jch, a group found near the Dak Pek area, northwest:::;:;:::
1
: ':-, ; •: ! .':'.:··.·. 

of Kon tum. Their fallowing period is ten ycnrs. ·, '.:: {:;:, 1;: • • , 

In tho vicinity of Phu Bon ( Cheo Reo), the J arai who practice:;:~:.:;:! " .:-1 ( . '. . 
swiddcn agriculture cultivate their fields for three years, an<l::::~f.j· ': , ...... 

... tlic Jarai to the cast, in the Plci Mrong area, fmm their swiddens." :! ;;·.:I ;;, ,; ; . ~.: .. ·. i:· · ~. . 
for as long as five years, leaving the field for .five to eight ycars;=.j:) .<.:.;:- ·: · ... - . 
before clearing and burning them again. (.'.~(;I • · !_::'.: ·· · 

Selecting tl1c site fo1· a new swidden field usually involves in·.:;;.> i ! :·t · "" 
. specting the vegetation to determine whether the kinds of plants::: n. i l · ·:1 ' . ; : ... :. '·.: 

... ·supported by good soil abound. This also may-be accbmpanied.::;·::::f -~; .. ·:!. ·. ·· 

·. by some_ type of divination; the Rhude, for example, .look for;..;i iHJ " l · 

_., -- --=.certain birds in tho forest because they arc an omen of fertility, :: :\·I ·:T 
· ·. · while the Chco Reo Jarai construct a shelter on the proposed'.'.:\:•j : 

·site, and if the occupants dream of £sh· o.r dece_ased kin .or .a~: .-) . .'(. ~i; . , .. 
[ 76G J . ~- .:; ~. ~···);; :~;:.:: i: ·: 
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. · quaintanccs, it is a sign of fertile soil~ \~hifh drea~s of goats' ! . _:. ~ :: ~: '~J·:. !' i
1
i!f ;:,

1
! 1

1
' 

cl 
o . J, •· •I • , ~ 

or ogs indicate the reverse. , : : ,• >i ;/:" i. · 1 :i ·:;; 
It . ft cl 1 . 11 . l . 1 l l' .. . .. -· • • 1 .

1 
... 11 

lS o en assume tlat sw1t.ccn ::!gncu turc is cesrucwc.".',; J· .. ;c·.:·: 1. ":;:,.; ! 
. In his detailed study of swi<lclen agriculture among the Hanun6o ;; · :, ! :: ;• +. : I, i·:·; 1 

of Mindo~o lslanc~ in the ~)hil'.ppines, Conkli1: (1957:151-~55) <· ~:;::jijj~'.)J: . .':':[J1 li·i ! 
l , . warnll n~nmst mnkmg ncg:'l!1vo JiHlgrnonts on dwi fonn of ngr1c11l· . ·· .\'.~"i ;· ·;:; ! . :, I'll" j · 
/ , .. · · turo without realizing the variations that exist in it and without .. :! '. :';; d '.·:!; .. ::p !', ,l 

. 
f'r.·.· J'. examini~g it objectively. Other anthropologists and agricultural ·. ::. : {,~: '. i'. fr.:~: : ~-' ! ;~ 1:1 ! ~ 

. ~· .l 
1 

economists such as Pendleton (for example, N.D.:33-52; 19G2) :.-.
1
(·):·:;(;!. •il ·;-/; 

. i . : ·have been doing research on the efficiency of using swidden agri- :: : . ·: '. .. f :~'.: ;;! !, :, l :) ,'.: i) : 
j culture. in ccrt.ai~ phf'sical ecologies. In areas. like thoupbnds /.\(;~;/i'.i/Yi.fi! \, 
J of. Th:uland ( smufar. m ~1any rcsp·~cts to the h1ghian~s of South · , '.:i'. /' ;:'.·.:J . ~iii. \i,; 'i 

. • • Vietnam) most farmmg is done on slopes, o.nd the rams are tor- : .• -.::; iA.)'.: .:p;; '.:d ~ 
l.. j ' rcntiaI. Using the swicklen method has the advantage of Ieav~g :., :>:~~:._;:::! ;i:r;:;J: 
'. j the tree r?ots in .the soil, w~1i~h h~lps to retain the structure,(~;:::,;''.:~:}-);!: ·ji(f,·(;{: . , ! and the dibble stick docs mmnnal .nann to the structure. If a;·,; / :,U! '.:~"ti:· :[:~ ;

1
;./;: 

; plow were usccl in these circumstances, them would bo grave,\ :,.r:: !·:;\:·: · ;l'.i ;:U): 
i . danger of having the top soil wash away. . • : · · ~;. ·! ;:;.;; )F:·'f):i:; 

··i·· Land Tenure. When highlanders cultivate wet rice in padclys, , ';;:~ 1}:) 'l\l·Ji'.: 

'I 

·' · O\vnership is well defined, a~ th? limits of the Ian.cl usunIIy cor~ · ;>·: ~: ~·; J. ::Hf'.! 
respond to the extent of cult1vat10n Among the I-Ire, for example, ·. ;,·~:;-,;; :.';I t;,; ~L. 

l. ' everyone knows which ~amily owns P.articubr terraces, and tlicse :; ~: ;::: :,{\2,, ::! I Lh n; ; 
I·.----.· . arc passed from generation to generation. · .. · f ;; ,_,_::; ;:\! .. i;:i;: ~ · : 
' The traditional.land-tenure systems of groups practicing swid- >.'..)L: \~::!: j:'.J '..i:i : 

den agriculture vary somewhat between the different groups. '> ';i~ii: '. ,.;: j< {j :' );t: 

l 
I 
I I ·. 

I 
I ;· I 

'. l 
I 
! 

The most complicated appears to be the po Zan system of tho '. .' ;, : L:: · '. ~: N; '\H : 
nl 11 (d 'b d b 759 If ) I . J d tl . . : .· ' .. , - "I .... I,,,' .. )aGu cscn e a ove, pp. - t .. t 1s re ate to lC maln-":'. :.,.;;;:~::;). ·1:::·:1:1•: 
lineal clan system wherein clan nam?, mobile goods, and In~d "_;- ).;:. :r·::_:! j' 1L·~ q; : 
aro passed clown through the female line. The sub-clan has claim · i'. ·> ::ji.?: ~:: 
to a given tcn·itory, and title is vested i.n the po Zan (literally :, :::-:;;; .. ::;!\ ~:'J::fii.: 
"proprietor of the land"), usually an elderly female of the senior ,".:.:'.~.''.;;;::;-::;, iU)i; • 
line. According· to recent Rhad6 sources, this system has been· :.~';.LJi.;:Ji'.!:J:,J!: 

. changing, particularly in the vicinity of Ban Me Thuot. · .. 1 .':·( j/7~'.;\ Ji::,.;!-
Among the Dahnar there is the toring, a territory in which ;;,,' ].' ·f \~ !~: ':!- ~ .. ;·; ,; ' 

s?veral villa~cs collectively con.lrnl hunting, .fishing, and farming :'_;: 1.: nh·Jj· fi;fr f 
rights. ~uts1dc,rs, whether Ba~mar or not, must have the approval :·· . r>.i ;: i:'.::j' F:£.'~) 
·of the villages elders (kra) m or~er to enter and c~rry out any \'. <:>:~i!: l\';c)\, 

f tl b t . 't' ' . . .... , .. " 1 ...... ' . o lC a ove ac 1v1 ics. . . ~· .:. ;:i>.; .. r 1•: 0
·: 1: · 

.·Research t_~1ius /ar ind~cates that most .of the othe~· hiU .~·ibe . .' :".: {::u;r·'.;;j 1~~!;::·/ ·: 
. ·: . . . , . [7()/J·. ;·:.:.:1·:r1r',l 
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groups have village territories in which the residents farm. In. !. ·:: :, : ij : ' 

VIE'l'XAM; CEI\Ai.D C. UICKE'.' 

· . some instances it js :. very well-defined area; among the Jch/ .:! . . :· ·. ;J' · · 
· for example, the sal fa is a village territory, and while outsiders, : ! '. ~ ·.'' < ~ " . 

" .. ·· aro free to hunt or flsh in the sal fa, they cannot dam a stream i ;t, :, -. , : ~ · ' · "· 
. or faim without permission of the village leaders. With other'. ·J .? ,. : 11 

. · : .; . < ," groups tho territory is less well dcn1w11; it simply is an nrcn sur• ':I :.; ! ~ .. , 
. '.:_<~,rounding the village, where the residents farm, hunt, fish, apd :: t: <:. ~ , 

..... ·- . ·.'.cut wo?d .. rt is in tho order of things that villages 1·cspect one.._:;['.'::;: " ., : 
.- :.:: another s rights. ":,-; i . 1'. · :; : ; : ; >. 

._ .. , Among all hill tribes, cnch family cultivating a cycle of swi<l-)· )'~\: ~ :·1· . · ... 
dens is recognized as owner of these fields. Villagers nll know· J ,'., · ; -~ ·; · :~ · 
~hich flclcls lying fo~low bc1_[1~.g t:? fellow villagers, and th~ir,· ;j ;'. . j ,j · · 
rights arn respected. 1 he nilc sccm9 to be that the first occupier : ! :; . ( l 
of the soil has unwritten title to it. . : • i \ ··: ; 'j 

Finally, there is nn erroneous notion that tho hill tribes claim; J .:; ; f.·l'/ 
aU of th.c land in the highlands. The land-tenure systems noted ·3!. .. i :i 
nbovo embrace only a portion of the area. The remaind~r is fand ;: !· ~'. f 
res nullius, unclaimed by anyone. :.~ -:; :: '.) r i i ' ' 

. ~: : ,' ; ~-: i: r •• , ~- ( 
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