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ANNEX B TO APPENDIX ~ 

AIRBORNE OPERATIONS 

PART I. BACKGROUND 

A. <'Jiff INTRODUCTION l 

This Annex describes in some detail Airborne operations 2 

from 1964 until June 1969. Included, in addition to the study 3 

and evolution of the original long-term agent teams, is the develop- ~ 

ment of the STRATA Teams, employment of singleton agents, and 5 

the later development of the diversionary program. · These .6 

operations were referred to as Airborne operations, or Agent Team oper- 7 

ations, until the code word TIMBERWORK(C) ·was assigned in 1967. 8 

The meanings of other code words appearing in this : Annex . can 

be found in Tab A to the general section of this volume. 

B. <1111-i INITIAL POLICY 

1. (~ Transfer From CAS. 

With the formation of SOG in early 1964, the Airborne Operations 

9 

10 

11 

12 

l3 

14 

15 

Section replaced a similar element of the CAS organization. Airborne 16 

operations assumed responsibility for 

North Vietnam, the Camp Long Thanh training facilityllllllllllllllll 
llllllllland several safe houses in Saigon.• 

2. c,tJ Mis-s-fon._ .1he first mission statement for the airborne 

section was, "to assist and supervise ARVN counterparts in the 

accomplishment of small demolition operations, small-scale intelli­

gence collection, temporary interdiction of lines of communication, 

limited psychological operations, and crea~ion of general harass­

ment in DRV as set forth in OPLAN-34A."' 

1 tJl(y · History, MACSOG, 11 Annex A to MACV Command History 1964," 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

2., _, 

24 

25 

c__ p. II-8. (SACSA) 
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c. c)ll!f EVOLtrrION OF MISSI0~1 AND c::ECTI'.'::.S l 

I. l. ~ General. The mission and effectiveness of the long 2 

term agent teams were in a state of continuous reevaluation 3 

from 1905 until the summer of l9b8, ~hen all teams were judged as pro- 4 

oaoly comprortlsed. During tnis pe~icd of . ti~e, tninking cnanged from 5 

the belief that 'the teams represented a valuable asset in 

accomplishing SOG's mission to the later opinion expressed by 

CINCPAC that the long-term agent teams were a "complete failure 

in terms of the . useful intelligence produced."* In the para-

graphs that follow, the mission changes will be traced and the 

policies outlined that supported the missions. For a summary 

of evaluation material, see Part IV of this Annex. 

2. C'if/'J 1965 Develooments . . . 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

a. New Do-Order. The mission given to the Airborne Section 14 

~= __ of MAC_soc by CINCPAc;~~ .. in. the- oct.ober · 1965 __ oP_-:9~-der-:-i::enected · -·- 15 

_~he evolution of SOG's mission to emphasis on intelligence 16 

collection : 17 

"34-A guerrilla in-place teams and teams to be infiltrated 
into NVN will conduct intelligence, sabotage, psychological, 

.and 34-A teams are 
authorized to recruit and support local agents in NVN for 
intelligence andlllllllllllllll Physical destruction operations 
may be conducted~elected targets by 34-A guerrilla 
teams providing security of intelligence and E&E nets is 
not jeopardized."*' 

This mission statement led to the development of meaningful, 18 

long-range programs of activating operational areas . . for-_-!ntelligence 19 

. ga_thering around major .routes· leading rrom NVN frito _Laos.*** 20 

b. ~· The Early Warning Observation Teams (EWOTS) concept 21 

was developed in 1965 to meet the requirement of the changing 

Msg, CINCPAC, DTG-i60437Z Nov 68. 
11 ( Msg, CINCPAC "34A Basic Op Order", 

(SJISA) 
(1115') History, MACSOG, "Annex N to MACV 
p.~I-A-4. (SACSA) 

••• 
•••• (~ Msg, MACV, OTC 160712Z Oct 65. 

# 
TOP ygR~SITIVE ,,,,,,,, C-b-2 

( 

(SACSA) 
DTG 300241Z Oct 65. 

Command History 1965," 

.\ 
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undertaken as a matter of priority in areas south of 20° and 

· that future reinforcement efforts be built around the need to 

increase team viability and provide capabilities for an 

expanded intelligence collection. _The scope of this effort 

was to include surveillance over enemy major roads from NVN 

into Laos. 

c. Helicooter Infiltration Conceot. The fixed wing aircraft 

(C-123) available to SOG in 1965 were unsatisfactory for 

accurately placing and resupplying agent teams. 

3. ('j/J) 1966 Policy 

a. New Program. In May 1966, MACSOG published a comprehen­

sive review of OPLAN-34A operations and proposed objectives and 

programs for the subsequent 15 months.•• A brief summary of 
I 

the proposals for airborne operations is outlined below. 

l 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

c 
"' 

l~ 

11 

l~ 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

2~ 

21 

(1) As originally conceived, airborne operations (infiltration 22 

teams) were intended to build a resistance movement in NVN 23 

which would, "exert pressure against the NVN Government, divert 24 

resources and make continuous support of the war in RVN less 25 

attractive."•• As discussed earlier in this report, the imple- 26 

mentation of tne resistance movement was n~ver au\horized at tne 27 

- ~_:_ .wasnin._gto~ leve\l and, · _tz:7reror_e, aircor.n~ ope:r-at1ons were con- 2e 

••• 

ducted under amoiguously worded mission statemen~s th&t permitted 29 
. . . . . . " . \ \ ~ 

sabotage, interdictio~ and harassment in NVN.*** 

( Reportl MACSOG, "SOG Missions, Objectives and Programs 
F!>4/66-FY-b7 (U) ," 10 May 66. (SACSA) 
C-p ) ~., p. 6-7. . . 
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(2) The · program !"eviewed t!"le int erest DIA and the Joint l 

Chiefs 9f Staff had taken in the capability ~f SOG agent teams 2 

to obtain intelligence. Co,ncern ever pcs3ible CHICOM inter- 3 
\ \ 

vention, infiltration ~f DRV forces into South Vietna~, and 4 
\ 

Soviet and CHICCM military aid to Jlt'VN prompted a reorienta:tion s 
I \. \. 

of the teams mission. "It was determined that Ca.ximum er::phasis 6 

should be placed upo\ intelligence collection and establish­

ment of civilian contacts with secondary emphasis on psycholo­

gical operations, .and sabotage."* 

(3) Based on this r~-evaluation, the following concept 

was pr~pared ~~r CINCPAC approval. 

"(a) Develop an operational area astride every major 
LOC leading from NVN into Laos and emplacing operational 
teams in these areas. 

"(b) Reorient all in-place teams to the primary 
mission of intelligence collection by roadwatch, rail­
watch, and riverwatch. 

"(c) Develop civilian contacts in every operational 
area to expand the . intelligence base and provide limited 
logistical support, thus lessening team reliance on 
external support. 

"(d) Limit operations initially to the development of 
new operational areas and at the same time make inopera­
tive teams viable again. 11

• 

(4) To implement the new concept, team training was altered 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

to place primary emphasis on intelligence gathering. Three ll. 
types· of operational teams were being trained as shown in 

the brief summary below: 

a · 

c 

Strength Mission 

10 agents Roadwatch/early warning observation. 
Organize safe areas. Prepare to 
receive reinforcements. 

5 agents Reinforce Type A team. Establ.1sh 
civilian contacts. Organize and 
operate intelligence nets. Conduct 
PSYOPS. -

10 agents Reinforce Types A and B teams. Team 
adds limited strike/interdiction 
capability to operational area.•• 

I (~ Ibid, p. 7-8 . . 
•• ( ) History, MACSOG, "Anne:J: M to MACV Command History 1966," 

p.58. (SACSAJ 
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(. 
"Each new operational area was to b; developed initially 
by infiltrating a Type A team, reinfo rce successively 
by Type Band C teams. Planning provided for further 
reinforcement as required by broadened ~~ssions and/or 
operational losses."* 

b. Seismic Devices and Proj ect 3UGS. The emphasis in 1966 l 

on ~ntelligence collection prompted CIHCPAC to direct SOG to 2 

equip OPLAN-34A teams with Seismic Intrusion Devices (SSID) 3 

for emplacing along NVN Routes 103, 137, 15, land to provide 4 

teams with immediate roadwatch intelligence reporting by 5 

radio -- Project BUGS.** 6 

c. Chinese Agents. In a 1966 memorandum•u·, · .the_ Joint Chief~.-- 7 

of Staff discussed the difficulty in recruiting quality 8 

a. Develooment of EWOTS/STRATA Conceot. The EWOTS concept 

was first proposed in 1965. The initial purpose of the tea.ms 

was to infiltrate the area between the 17th and 19th Parallel 

in NVN to give warning of a CHICOM bui.ld-up. This concept 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

was expanded in response to the need for expanded intelligence 23 

collection effort in NVN as expressed by DIA. As finally 

approved,•••• the EWOTS/Roadwatch operations were authorized 

south of the 20th Parallel on a priority basis with later 

i (r!) History, MACSOG, "Annex M to MACV Cormnand History 1966," 
P~· (SACSA) •• ( Ibid., p.60. 

H• ( ) MeiiiO, CJCS to SECDEF, "CHINAT Agents for OPLAN 34A Teams 
( ," 10 Nov 1966. (SACSA) 

•••• ( ) Msg, CINCPAC, DTG 272139Z Oct 65. 
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(. 
emphasis above the 20th parallel. The ~ask was to be 

accomplished by adding specially trained intelligence personnel 

to existing teams as well as 1n:roducing new teams. It was 

envisioned that the operation wouid include surveillance of 

every major road from NVN into Laos. The teams would be put 

in place by helicopters whenever feasible. The Short-Term 

Roadwatch and Target Acquisition (STRATA) team concept was 

approved by the Joint Chiefs of Staff on 7 April 1967,• with 

concurrence of the State Department. 

Only two of eignt l~ng-term teacs infiltrated 
-- - · v ............, 

into tne area oetween 17°-19° Nqrth latitude had ·--- - · · ---· 
\. . - ... . - - .. 

l 

2 

3 
' .... 

c: 
..J 

7 

e 
o _, 

. 11 

survived since 1964. **rt was bel1ved that the emphasis on 12 

short stay time and mobility in the STRATA team tra.ning would 13 
l . 

enable them to survive and to be successfully exfiltrated. lL 

The approved operational area extended from the northern limit 15 

of the DMZ to within 50 miles of the CHICOM border and to a 16 

depth of 50 nm from the Lao/NVN border. Initial efforts were 17 

to be concentrated in the area between the DMZ and 19°N 

la ti t .ude (see Figure B-_._). In May 1967, the northern portion 

of the DMZ was included in the operational area.•••. STRATA 

lE 

teams were t .o be composed of 5-15 indigenous personnel trans- 21 

ported by USAF/.RVNAF helicopter to Laos or NVN and then over- 22 

land to a base camp in NVN. Missions were to be 15-30 days. 23 

· on 31 August 1967, CINCPAC approved the first nine STRATA team 2t 

targets.•••• 25 

b. Objectives Plans and Pro~rams. CINCPAC's revised basic 26 

op-order of April . 19671 was augmented by the follow-on objec- 27 

tives plans and programs for FOOTBOY(Cl published by MACSOG in 2S 

May 1967 for FY 1968. The concept of operations is somewhat 2? 

detailed, but is quoted here to illustrate the thinking of 3: 

MACSOG at that time on agent team operations (TIMBERWORK(C)). 31 

* (~ Msg, JCS DTG 07l804Z AJJr 67. (SACSA) 
Team. ·:::mc~pts ., ~~ l(~·)g~ ~~c~a~o5~:cDef, Sp_e_c:_i.~l . Op~ra~~~_ns-STRATA 

-- --·*** ! ~ Msg, JCS, DTG 24194~2 l·~ay 67. ( SACSA) . 
***#~ Msg, CINCPAC, DTG 312215Z ·=:gt . (SACSA) 

Msg, CINCPAC, DTG 252340Z·Apr 67. (~CSA) 
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(l)"Conc~ot. Personnel indigenous to the area of intended 
employ~ent are recruited and trained for employment in selected 
operational areas located generally astride major LOC leading 
from Central NVN into Laos and in other critical areas as 
required. Agent teams infil:rated into areas in the west and 
northwest develop resistance / guerrilla forces as authorized 
among susceptible tribal groups and exploit these forces to 

· conduct guerrilla warfare, int~llige~ce, psychological a~d 
E&E operations. Operations are car.ducted under the guise of 
the Sacred Sword Patriots League (SSPL). Infiltration, rein­
forcement, resupply and reco very of personnel are principally 
by air. In-place assets in Laos and NVN assist with infiltra­
tion and establishment of initial contacts as feasible. Raids 
and ambushes are used to interdict LOC, harass local NVN 
forces, and to draw the NVA into a counterinsurgency role. 
Controlled air strikes are d~rected against significant 
targets and strike results reported. Intelligence collection 
tasks include river, rail, road and trail watch. Teams 
expand potential resistance/guerrilla forces and extend 
their areas of influence or control as the situation permits. 
In the more closely controlled areas of the Delta and along 
the coast, individual agents or small agent teams are 
infiltrated to contact vulnerable groups, e.g., Catholics, 
and establish resistance organizations to perform intelligence 
and psychological operations functions .... In all areas, 
friendly evading personnel and NVN defectors are . secured and 
evacuated when possible. All operations are conduced so as 
to permit plausible denial by US/RVN."• 

(2) It was planned that the missions for agent teams 

and STRATA teams would be conducted by 15 in-place agent 

teams, representing 100-150 agents, and 6-10 STRATA teams, 

representing 150-200 agents.• 

1 

3 

c. Diversion Ooerations. Diversion operations were initiated j 

in November 1967. 

"In support of TIMBERWORK (C) guerrilla team operations, it 
was planned to convince the enemy that there were more teams 
inside NVN than actually existed. The goal of this program 
was to establish 18 notional teams by September 1968. 11

•• 

5. ~) 1968 Mission and Restrictions~ . The mission of airborne 7 

operations in 1968 was stated as follows: 

"The TIMBERWORK (C) program has the mission of collecting 
military intelligence through cross-border agent operations 
and conducting diversionary agent operations designed to 
deceive enemy security forces and dissipate their resources."••• 

• ('it) Program, 
19V/' p. 7-8. 

.. <73) History, 
p. _}!-III 4-6. 

••• (Tll History, 
p. F-III-4-1. 

~ 

MACSOG, "FOOTBOY ( C) FY 6 & Program ( C) , " 10 May 

MACSOG, "Annex G to MACV 1967 Command History," 
(SACSA) 

MACSOG, "Annex F to MACV Command History 1968 (U)," 
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7-"~ 
a. Tynes of Ooerations, 1968. Three-types of operations l 

were conducted in support of the mission. 2 

(1) A~ent Team Ooerations. Agent team operations functioned 3 

as before with a primary responsibil!ty for intelligence t 

collection and secondary responsibility for target acquisi- 5 

tion, early warning, selective harassment, psycho- 6 

logical operations and 7 

(2) STRATA Ooerations. STRATA operations had been approved 8 

in April 1967. Only two STRATA teams were infiltrated in 

1967. Twenty-four (24) teams were infiltrated in 1968. 

9 

lC 

(3) Diversionary Ooerations. Diversionary operations were 11 

conceived under the .code name of FORAE (C) in late 1967. 

The objectives of these operations were: 

" ••• to divert main force N'VN resources to defense and 
internal security, divert them away from actual 
clandestine operations, increase the strain on control 
of the populace, create opportunities for friendly 
psychological operation, exploitation, harass the 
enemy in his rear, and collect intelligence where possible."** 

b. Bombing Halt Limitations, 1968 

"Major significant changes in the TIMBERWORK (C) program 
in 1968 were caused by the April restriction on air operations 
north of 20°N, by a security assessment in June which evaluated 
all the then in-place teams as probably under N'VN control, 
and by the l November halt of air activities north of 17°~·"** 

• ~History .a MACSOG, "Annex F to MACV-Command History 1968 (U)," 
p. F-III-ll-l. 

•• ~· p. F-III-ll-2, F-ll. 
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PART II. RESOU?.CES (~) 

A. ~ G~NERAL 
Part II, Resources, describes the organization of the 

Airborne Sectio~ of SOG, facilities avai~able, and training con­

ducted at Camp Long Thanh and Forward Operating Base (FO.B) Danang. 

As in many other areas of MACSOG activities, detailed information 

on the early organization and training within the Airborne Section 

.is not as complete as the records covering the later period of 

activity. 

B. Jl/f) ORGANIZATION 

The organization for airborne operations . .-i~-_ 1967_~_s_ j_escr~bec "ir: 

7 
I 

the "Brownfield"• report as being under MACSOG operations officer i: 

(OP-30). OP-34 (Airborne Operations) was a staff element under 

the operations officer that had the responsibility for planning, 

training, and employment and operational control of agents/agent 

teams employed against NVN.· The airborne operations group included 

the teams and agents and physical assets under tbe oper.ational 

control of OP-34. 

1. J;ll!r Dia~ram. A simplified organization diagram for the 

Airborne Section was as follows: 

SOG 

Operations 
OP-30 

r orne 
Section 
OP-31.1 

roorne 
Operations 

Group 

--------Staff Supervision 

----.Jwommand 

I (~port, t-!ACJ-3, ·;'Ad Hoc Evaluation Group Report," 14 Feb 1968, 
. . rnIBERWO~ _ (C), p .1. (SAC SA) 
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2. ~ Counternart Ori::anizat:o:i. The ,Strate£:c ·Technical 

Directorate (STD), counterpart to SOG, was organized in a broad 

sense much as SOG was organized. Group 68 of STD was the counter­

part of the Airborne Operations Grou~. 

3. f/11,) Function of the Or~ar.ization. The planning and coordina-

tion of OP-34 in 1967 was described in the Brownfield report as 

carrying out the following functions: 

a. Recommended to CINCPAC and the Joint Chiefs of Staff 

specific target areas for the employment of agents/agent teams. 

b. Prepared concept of the operations. 

c. Coordinated with other MACSOG staff elements to obtain 

area intelligence, EEI desires, logistical support for special 

items of equipment, airlift support for infiltration, ex!iltratic~ 

and resupply; establishment of bomb lines around team, radio 

frequencies, for air/ground communications, cryptographic 

material, and Forward Air Control (FAC) aircraft. 

d. Coordinated planning and mission execution with STD. 

7 

8 

9 

13 

14 

15 

15 

17 
,c _ ..... 

·-... -;; 

r. Coordinated mission with CAS through CAS technical adviser 2: 
on the OP-34 staff. 21 

g. Operational control of all teams was exercised by OP-34.• 22 

4. (~ Reorganization - 1968 :. Operations commenced in 1968 23 

with OP-34 divided into three branches: OP-34A, a.gent team operat!.::::s; 2.:.:. 

OP-34B, STRATA operations; and OP-34C, diversionary operations. 25 

The chief of OP-34 was also responsible for the FOB at Danang 26 

(Monkey Mountain, FOB), the Joint Translation Center, Hanoi (head- n "'-•rfA- .J-'Vl .-""- '-c.. .... 
quarters for OP-34 and STD counterparts), numerous in ::a::c!. ;;. = 
and had staff supervision over Camp Long Tbanh. On 18 November, 

STRATA assets were passed to OP-35 for cross-border operations. 

December reorganization of SOG, Camp Long Thanh was designated as 

the SOG training conunand and placed under a new training directora~e 32 

·c-b-10 Annex B to 
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r 
on MACSOG staff. OP-34 became ~ staff sec:ion with the title 

of Ground Operations Studies Branch. The Airborne Studies Group 

was redes1gnated OP-36 and became a com.~and directly responsible 

to SOG, with headquarters in the Joint Translation Center. The 

reo~ganization took the operational control of TIMBERWORK(C) 

assets out of the hands of the staff (formerly exercised by 

OP-34) and placed it in the hands of OP~36, one of several 

co~.mands under the new organization.• OP-36 was then organized 

as follows: 

I OP-36 I 

-1 I 
Aiz:ent Agent Ops Diversionary 

. Teams Singleton Ops 
EARTH ANGEL 

C. <'Jlf RESOURCES AVAILABLE. 

The resources utilize~ by the Airborne Section in late 1967 

was as follows••: 

l. ~Personnel 
__ a. US (OP-34)-(Included instructors) 13 officers; 33 enlisted 

men; one civilian (CAS. 

b. GVN (STD) (included instructors) - 28 officers; 26 enlisted 

men; 403 civilian. 

c. Long Term Agents - nine teams, 54 agents. 

d. STRATA Team Agents - 25. 

2. c-,, Physical 

a. Training facility Ca.mp Long Thanh. 

b. Staging area (isolated area) Black Rock. 

c. 

istory, ACSOG,"Annex F to MACV Command 
p.~ III-4-1. (SACSA) 

•• <-2 Report, MACJ-3, "Ad Hoc Evaluation Group Report," .14 Feb 
1968, TIMBERWORK(C), p.2. (SACSk) · 
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~ 
3. (U) Major !te:::s of :::8uioment 

a. 210 Weapons (pistols and rifles) 

b. 199 pieces of radio equip~ent 

c. 67 pieces of photographic equip~ent 

d. Office and niscellaneous equip~ent 

4. (U) Vehicles 

a. One sedan 

b. 16 1/4 ton trucks 

c. Three 1/2 ton trucks 

d. Seven 3/4 ton trucks 

e. Eight 2 1/2 ton trucks 

D. ~ AGENT CLEARAllCES 

A procedure for processing clearances for proposed agents 

2 

3 

L 

c 

7 

a 

i: 

, -_, 

i: 
i.:... was set up within SOG. The SbG Liaison Bureau and Security Section 

was responsible for checking with local police, district chief, i: 
and American sources and setting up a dossier of various completed l= 
forms on each agent. MACSOG Directive No. 604 (Series) contained 

detailed procedures. 

E. (~ AGENT PAY AND ALLOWANCES' 

1. (TS) General. The amount of pay and method of payment 

were important considerations in the ever present problems of 

promoting good morale and motivation among agent personnel. A 

summary of the basic pay for the . various agent categories is 

covered below. For more detail on this subject, see the "Standard 

Operating Pr-oc-ed~es for -~!:..~~-rne Operations Study Group" in the 

,_ 
-:: 

..... , ,_ 

....... 

.::-. 

25 

SACSA file. 26 

2. <]/> Method of Pavment. Personnel and pay records for agent 27 

personnel were maintained by the counterpart organization (STD). 

SOG Finance provided STD Finance a lump sum each month from which 

agents were paid. A record of all agent pay was then furnished 

SOG. The individual agent received his pay through the STD case 

officer concerned. If an agent did not designate another person 

to receive his pay while the agent was on a mission, the case officer 

deposited the pay in a savings account of a reputable bank until 

the agent returned to STD/SOG control. ' 

I ~SO?, Airborne Studies Group, 28 Mar 196~, p. 14,31. (St.CSA) 

--
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,, Pav Scales 

a. Base Pav. Base pay per month for all agent personnel, 

civilian or r.U.litary, was as follows: 

(1) Team leader - 16,000$ VN. 

(2) Assistant team leader - 14,000$ VN 

(3) Team ~ember - 12,000$ VN 

b. Mission P:v. For short-term missions (10 days or less), 7 

1,000$ VN per day; for long-term missions (over 10 days), 

10,000$ VN per ~onth. 

c. Militarv ~ifferential Pav. The Vietnamese military 

personnel received differential pay which equalized their 

total earnings with civilian agents.• 

d. Familv Allowances. Agents who were head of a family . 

c 
5 

12 

l~ 

were authorized 600$ VN per month for his wife and 400$ VN per l~ 

month for each child under 16. 15 

e. Recruitment and Inducement Bonus. As set forth in the 

MACSOG Civilian Personnel Manual, Part II. 

f. Radio Ooerator Bonus. A fully qualified team radio operator 

received a one-t!me bonus of 5,000$ VN. 

g. Extraordinarv Recoimit1on Reward. As recommended by 

Chief, OP-36 for approval by Chief SOG/Director STD. 

h. Prisoner of War Pav, Missing in Action Pav, Disability_ 

Gratuity, Funeral Gratuity, Death Gratuitv, and Per Diem. 

See sop••for details. 

i. Singleto~ A~ent Pay~- A special arrangement.for singleton 

pay and allowances was approved by SOG in 1969. A one-time payment 

was made to the agent upon his return from a mission to SOG 

control. No provision was made for dependent payments. Singleton 

agents in training were quartered and fed by STD/SOG. In addition 

to the case pay, singleton agents could be awarded a bonus up to 

50,000$ VN depending on the value of information collected on 

his mission. A summary follows: 

Group, 28 Mar 1969, p. 14,31. (SACSA) 
(SACSA) 
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Base Pay - 100,000$ VN (Maxi r:tun) 

Fa.-:ily Allowance - None 

'J:'et Eonus - None 

Operational Pay - None 

POW/l·!IA - None 

Death Gratuity - None 

Performance Bonus - 10,000$ VN (Maximum)• 

F. C'fll'TRAn!ING 

1. (TS) Ger.eral. Training for agent team operations was conducted 

at Camp Long Thanh, Monkey Mountain FOB, and in 

As outlined earlier, Camp Long Thanh was under the·direction of 

OP-34 until December 1968. 

a. Camo Long Thanh. For detailed discussion of program of 

instruction and problem areas, see a later section. 

b. Monkey Mountain. Monkey Mountain FOB Danang was used 

as an isolation facility and a launch point for realistic field 

training for long-term agent teams and, later,the STRATA teams. 

c. Safe Houses. The were utilized 

for training, billeting, and messing long-term agent/agent teams 

and singleton agents. Formalized training included: intelligence 

collection, weapons, hand-to-hand combat, communications, first 

aid and survival training. Teams were parachute trained at 

Camp Long Thanh; field exercises were conducted at Monkey 

Mountain. The training cycle varied in length from two to 

six months depending on trainees ability and background and the 

target date for team deployment. 

2. ("'Recruiting~ . The problem of recruiting suitable personnel 

as agents for airborne operations plagued MACSOG from the beginning. -The following statement from the 1964 peri9d expressed a problem that 

was never solved: 

. :;z ., 
T 

P.14 (SACSA) 
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"Inability of STS to recruit high quality individuals for agent 
traini"ng has forced the deployment of mediocre teams."* 

a. The initial plan for recruiting of agents was divided 

into three phases as shown below: 2 

( 1) Phase I -::. 

(a) Indirect Contact. Come in contact with representatives~ 

of local area of recruitment for pre-investigation, 

ident_ification, and collection of preliminary information 

concerning possible agents for the program. Establish 

the list of candidate agents. 

(b) Desired Qualities. Good health, qualified for 

5 

7 

8 

9 

jump training. Aged between 21 and 35. Having no more than l: 

two children. Being not the main support of the family l.: 

or the only son. Evidence sought to guarantee anti-

communist spirit (e.g., having relative killed by Viet l; 

Cong or being ex-cadre of SVN government). Being adventurous lL 

people such as: hunters, divers, woodcutters who are 15 

familiar with hard life. Being of primary education level le 
or usual readers of daily newspapers. 17 

. (2) Phase II. Direct contact with candidate agent to lE 

confirm foregoing points. Candidate agent should volunteer 1C -., 

to comply with discipline and withstand hardship in training 2~ 

and on mission. Agent ma,y go on mission in-border for a 21 

period of one or two years. 22 

(3) Phase III. Case officer contact candidate agent 23 

once more to be sure t~at he has fully understood and accepted 24 

the conditions stated above.•• 25 

b. 1966, No imurovement. The continuing nature of recruiting 2f 

problems was emphasized by the following statement: 

"During the year, it became increasingly difficult to 
recruit agents selectively· for OPLAN 34A Airborne Teams. The 
difficulty principally stems from a general scarcity of qualified 
indigenous personnel, the competition for high caliber 
individuals posed by the Vietnamese civilian economy, and the 
huge drainage of manpower for military service. Desertion 
among agent trainees continued to be a problem, and has had an 

dverse effect on the ability to maintain team unity. The AWOL/ 

MACY Com.-nand History 1964," 

(SACSA). 
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desertion rate among a~ent trainees ~ncreased frc= e!;~t 
percent during March t; 21 percent in May . Thi s, ==~;led 
with the lag in the recruiting durir.g that period, cur:ailed 
the formation of neH teams, which in turn resultec :..:-: a 
slippage in the 15 ~6:-:th Deploycent Program. So~e =~ t::e 
agent recruits soon bec~ce disenchanted with the pro~?ect of 
operating as intellige:-;ce agent-s in NVN. ?urther cc::-.;:ounding 
the situation is the h~rd fact that thus far none o~ t!":e · 
attempts to bring O?L::.:: 34A Airborne Teams out of ::-.-:; !":as been 
successful. In an effort to i~prove the recruiting and 
retention programs, the Airborne Operations Section coord­
inated with STS (RVN counterpart organization) to increase 
agents' pay and allo~ances, provide generous provisions for 
survivors benefits and disability pay, improve the ~~arters 
and training facilities, issue better clothing and eq:..ti;iment; 
and place greater e~phasis on motivational indoctrin~tion. 
Further, a research proposal was submitted to the hdvanced 
Research Projects Agency for a socio-psychological study or 
Indochinese ethnolingu!stic groups to develop diagr.=stic/ 
aptitude tests or screening devices. If successfully developed, 
these should make possible a rapid and reliable identification 
of such groups which present a high risk of being ps:1chologicall:-' 
ineffective as intelligence agents or operatives. A~~ition­

ally, some success has been achieved in recruiting prospective 
agents in Laos. Hopefully, this recruiting effort =ay be 
expanded; however, clearance from CAS Vientiane must be obtained 
to implement any recruiting plans in Laos."* 

c. Ethnolinguistic Studv . . The Ethnolinguistic Study referred l 

to above was awarded to the American Institute for Research, . 2 

Pittsburgh, in June of 1967. The original cost estimate for the 3 

study was $200,000; however, following a preliminary survey by a ~ 

research team for the company, a new expanded study at a cost 5 

of $832,000 was proposed. Neither MACV nor CINCPAC felt that 

the potential value of the study was worth the high cost. 

CINCPAC cancelled the project in February 1968.•• (A copy of 

the research proposal, June 1967, is available in the SACSA files.) 

d. Recruiting Procedures - 1967-1968 

(1) Sources. Agents were recruited from refugee centers 

in Laos and South Vietnam, from military units, POW camps, 

Chieu Hoi centers, and from prisoners captured in the maritime 

operations. .The responsibility for !dentifying and recruiting 

candidates was assigned to STD Group 68. One STD officer was on 

permanent duty in Laos, but · recruitment of personnel :re~ this 

area witn the basic qualifications required to devel~~ 
... 

reliable and efficient agents was unsatisfactory.••• 

I (~ History, MACSOG, "Airborne.Operations," 1966 MACV ':or.unand 
H~t ory , p • 7 4 . ** ( Msg, CINCPAC, DTG 070403Z Feb 68. (SACSA) 

••• ( ) Report, MACJ-3, "Ad Hoc Evaluation Group Report," 14 Feb 1968, 
T MBERWORK ( C) , p. 9. ( SACSA) · · 
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(2) Processing. A Personnel Reccrd Questionnaire and a 
, 

Na.r::e Trace Request was prepared on each prospective agent 

to facilitate a security check thro~gh the v:etnamese 

lfational Police, the American Embassy, and the i·lACV 

security section. Processing through these agencies 

took from two to four weeks and identified prospective 

agents who had a criminal, former agent, VC suspect or 

undesirable record. In addition; operational personnel 

' ... 

2 

3 

7 

had a physical examination by the SOG surgeon and were subjected, , 

conditions permitting, to a polygraph test. 1 

e. Recruiting Problems - 1967-1968 

(1) 1967 

"As in . previous years, the interrelated problems of 
recruiting and retention continued during 1967. By becoming 
more selective, SOG accepted a temporary reduction in the 
input of new personnel. However, all operational needs 
were met from agents already on hand or obtained, in 
small numbers, during the year. The stress of selectivity 
was intended to produce agent trainees who were highly 
motivated, therefore, more easily retained, and who were 
more capable of accomplishing difficult and hazardous 
missions assigned to them. Whether or not the new system 
of recruiting established at the end of 1967 would solve 
the basic problems of personnel selection would be answered 
in the following year." 11 

(2) 1968 Agent Teams. In-country recruiting was iimited to 13 

·ten agents: two singleton agents and one eight-man strategic 

intelligence team tliat was not deployed to NVN before the 

November restrictions. 

"Third-country recruiting /also7 proved unsatisfactory 
during 1968. The principal effort: in Laos, resulted in 
recruitment of personnel unsuitable for duty as agents 
for a variety of reasons, principally health and lack of 
ability to be trained as intelligence agents. In addition, 
the program was found to be compromised and monitored by 
the NVN Embassy; and was therefore discontinued in · 
September."••• 

(3) 1968 STRATA Te~~s. STRATA reC'T'uiting efforts in early 

and ~id-1968 were sporadic and unrewarding, partially due 

to the director of STD personlly turning down the majorit~· 

or the applicants as being too yound or unexperienced. Those 

i (~ SOP, Airbor~e Studies Group, 28 March 1969, p.42 (SACSA). 
u (~ History J MACSOG, "Annex G to MACV Command History 1967," 

p. G III-4-2b, 27. , 
. *** (1'") .History, i-iACSOG, "Annex F to MACV 1908 Command History" 

-~~ 2~II-4-4 ~ -·· 
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personnel wh~ did ente:- t:-ainin~were predominantly 

deserte:-s fro::i CIDG for:::es. Touard the latter part of 

·the year, a sustained effort was unde:-taken to recruit 

from the military. ARVN of~icers and NCOs began to ente:-

training in larger numbers. ST~ remained responsible 

ror spotting and recruiting throughout the year anc 

quality of the STRATA recruit showed definite signs of 

improvement until the . l November .bombing halt. · • 

(4) 1968 Diversionary Ooerations 

(a) "Project URGENCY(C) recruiting was accomplished 
through HUMTDOR(C) SSPL assets on DODO Island solely 
by SID.j !'lo"re intelligent NVN fishermen were approached 
in such"'"lr--manner that they would not be suspected' by 
other fishermen. Those fishermen suspected or being 
penetrators, "NVN cadre or in other ways not cooperative, 
were unwittingly recruited for ~s do-agent missions 
and secretly implicated as agents. 

(b) "Project BORDEN(C) recr iting was done by US 
personnel from only US division level detention 
facilities to allow speedy collection and avoid com­
promise. Authorit~ to -collect detainees rrom normal 
detainee channels was obtained rrom MACV J2 ••• 
Detainees were selected based on four criteria: HVA, 
healthy, literate, and cooperative. VC were included 
for the first time in Group 98 which was collected and 
and trained in December."•• 

3~ ~ Training - Ca.mp Long Thanh 

a. History. The airborne operations training center was 

officially named Quat Thang Camp; the Americans called it camp 

Long Thanh. The air strip and road network were ·ou1."lt Dy tne 

Ibid. 
~ p~ III-4-5. 
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Japanese in 1943. In March 1963, ~he R1!NAF High Ccr.:.anc 

assumed control of Camp Long Thanh f::-orn Binh Hoa Sector. 

The camp at ·that time had seven companies of civilian co:::=,a~-

ants. Two new programs were initiated at Camp Long 'rhar-'1 

with a 12 man Special Forces "A" Team plus a four man 

augmentation acting as cadre. The two programs were the 

Com):>ined Military Operations Studies (MOS) and Combined Exte::-:ial 

Operations Studies (EOS). MOS trained four Ranger cocpanies 

for cross-border operations. EOS trained agent teams for 

employment in North Vietnam. Initially, groups of six to e!g~t 

agents were trained in When a progra.J:l o!° 

= 

, . 

instruction (POI) was developed at Ca.mp Long Thanh, agents ~.;e!"e 1:. 

trained there in groups of 30-40 men. During February 1964, 

a Special Forces "A" Team, augmented with four men and co!!:Candec --

by Captain Kelly, arrived. waa in charge or 

Long Thanh until the arrival or Captain Cutolo in March. Captain 

Cutolo supervised a crash construction program to bring the 

training. and security facilities up to a level to meet re~u!!"e- ' : 

ments. By the end or 196~, the ca:np was capable or housir.g and --

instructing 250 civilian volunteer students.• 

b. Original Svllabus. The 1964 syllabus was divided into three 

phases. 

(1) Phase I was scheduled for a total of seven weeks of 

introductory instruction in the fields or communications, 

medical, weapons, psychological operations, and three wee~s 

of basic airborne training. Students who did not ceet t:!.r.!ow:l 

standards were dropped from the program. 

(2) Phase II was a period or four weeks devoted to 

specialization in one of the generarsubjects covered in 

Phase I. 

(3) Phase III was a four-week schedule devoted to r1el~ 

exercises designed to expose students to all facets or 

previous training.•• 

"Annex A to MACV Command History 1964," 
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c. 1965 Or~anization. !he US advis~rs were organ!zed along 

functional lines with Sl, S2, S3 and S4 sect!ons. !here was 

also ar organization of training comr.iittees to handle the 

various subjects presented. These subjects were: 

(1) Intelligence/psychological operations 

(2) Map Reading, land Navigation and Survival 

(3) Tactics 

(4) Demolition 

(5) Weapons 

(6) Air Operations 

(7) Medical 

This "Program of Instruction" was designed to take approximately 

21 weeks and included a leadership evaluation program designed 

to assist in the future selection of team leaders.• 

d. 1967 Revision. The syllabus was revised in 1967 into 

= 

three major areas: . (1) field operation; ( 2) special techniques; and :_ 

(3) special subjects. Emphasis was placed on developing 

the first STRATA teams. The number of US personnel (advisors) 

varied over the year from a low of 18 in June to a high of 

42 in January. The VN cadre at the camp ranged between 46 and 

60 over the year. 11 

e. 1968 Review 

(1) General. The training of all OP-34 teams (mainly 

j :. -, 

STRATA teams) and singleton agents continued to be conducted ~~ 

primarily at Camp Long Thanh. Field tr~ining was conducted 25 

near Camp Long Thanh and in the vicinities of Dalat and Danang 

(Monkey Mountain FOB area). The syllabus for team training 2: 
was based on a program of instruction developed by the 

senior advisor, Camp Long Thanh (SAL~), based on guidance 

from Chief OP-34. (Singleton agent training was based on a 

1 (L; History 
4 

MACSOG, 11 Annex 
p . ..J:IA-D-1-1 • (SACSA) 

11 (,.) History, MAC~OG, "Annex 
p. G III-4-E-2-2. (SACSA) 

TOPfo.F:r 

N to MACV Command History 1965," 

G to MACV Command History 1967," 
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TO? SEC?.?:T 

specific syllabus developed by case officers geared toward 

the needs of the agent and his mission.) All t~aining included 

intelligence collection techniques, obse~vation, target 

analysis, elicitation techn~ques, reporting, operational 

security, cover and subjects relating · to inf~ltration and 

exfiltration. * 

2 

3 

" ... 

5 

6 

(2) Instructors and Syllabus. The US advisors at Camp Long 7 

Thanh averaged 30 in number during 1968. They were organized 8 

functionally into sections: S-1, S-2, S-3, S-4. There 9 

was also an organization of training committees with US advisors lC 

assigned. The committees were: 11 

(a) Field Operations 

.!· Weapons 

2. Intelligence 

l· Tactics 

(b) Special Techniques 

.! . Medi cal · 

2. Communications 

1· Demolitions 

4. Psychological Operations 

(c) Special Subjects 

12 

l; 

14 

15 

16 

17 

lE 

2C 

21 

1. Basic Airborne Course 22 

2. River Crossing 23 

1· Skyhook 24 

4. Message ~ickup 25 

The average strength of the VN instructor cadre during 1968 was 26 

approximately 30. 27 

(3) Long-Term Teams Trained 2c 
(a) Team VANG's four members-tlad originally been the 29 

Vietnamese members of Team NANSEN. Team NANSEN exfiltrated 3: 

into Laos in May 1967; Team Vang commenced refresher 

·1 (TS) rlistorical Summary, Airborne Studies Group, "SOG Annual 
Historical Summary," 5 Jan 69, p. 80. (SACSA) 

11 · (TS) Ibid., p. 106-107. 
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training as a new team i~ Januar~ 1968. !~ May 1968, 

it was decided by SOG ~telligence that the location 

proposed as an operating area for VANG was not suitable 

for black team operations. -Subsequently, the team was 

turned over to the STRATA prog~am for one mission. After ? 

the STRATA mission the team resigned.* 

(b) Team QUA was a six-man team recruited in Laos. 

Two members were given partial training as radio opera-

tors, but did not return after requesting emergency 

leave in May 1968. The other four members were trained 

for three months but were declared physically unfit and 

. returned to Laos in September 1968.• 

(c) Team AXE was a team of and two 

VN radio operators. The team was trained in early 1968 

and transferred to the STRATA program after the l April 

7 

8 

9 

1: 

l; 

ll; 

15 

bombing restriction. Three members were lost on missions 15 

and the others were separated from the program because of 

poor health and resignations.•• 

(d) RED DRAGON ALPHA was planned as a two-man reinforce-

17 

i: 

ment element for Team RED DRAGON. The two men were turned 2: 

over to the STRATA program and subsequently lost on a 21 

mission in NVN.•• 22 

(e) Team 915 was a nine-man team composed of ethnic 23 

North Vietnamese that commenced training in October 1968. 24 

Its first mission was not until 1969. This ·team along 

with 919, which commenced training in early 1969, were 

retained under the operational control of the Airborne 

Studies Group.••• -

25 

27 

28 

(f) STRATA team basic training·was conducted at Camp 29 

Long Thanh.••• 3~ 

Ibid., p. l. 
Ibid., P. 82 
Ibid., P. 81, 82 
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(g) BORDEN(C) agen ts , part o; the diversionary pro~ra~ 1 

(FORAE(C)), were traine d in an exclusion area of Camp 

Long Thanh in two phases. The ~!rst phase, from 

10-21 days, included process~ng, screening, and orientation. t 

The object of this phase was to assess · the potential 5 

agents, screen out unsuitable candidates, and gain the 6 

cooperation of those retained in training~ The training 7 

in the phase emphasized orientation in·= ----~-~-~-= - ~ - - ~~~_ - 8 

" ••. the objectives of the project, the freedom 
and prosperity to be gained in the RVN, and many other 
idealogical themes such as the resistance of the 
Vietnamese people to domination, the necessity for 
free world forces in South Vietnam, wnat communism 
means to Vietnam, the Chieu Hoi program and other 
subjects designed to gain the students cooperation . 
•.• Throughout this phase, unsuitable candidates were 
returned to normal unit detention facilities but 
were utilized to spread specific project information 
among other detainees. This information magnified 
the size and success of the project and was expected 
to reach NVN security elements and cause a countering 
reaction. The second phase was from 7 to 1~ days and 
included basic agent and mission training. Basic 
training was composed of security, reporting, navigation, 
inducing defection through use of an ultraviolet 
secret Chieu Hoi mark, infiltration techniques 
(helicopter or parachute), rewards, and obligations. 
Mission training included specific tasks, cover, 
documentation, and other special subjects as needed 
(communication, use of dead drops, etc.). All training 
was kept isolated from other SOG operations. Basic 
training and all but specific tasks of mission training 
were conducted in groups to purposely compromise the 
agents among themselves. They were normally utilized 
as singletons, where possible, to obtain the maximum 
effect. Inducing defection by marking potential 
defectors with UV paste that they were told was a sec~et 
Chieu Hoi pass was their primary mission. Collection 
of intelligence was secondary, Exfiltration, unless 
specifically planned otherwise, was by defecting again 
to free world forces."• 

f. Current Program - Camo Long Thanh 

(1) Camp Long Thanh became the SOG training command 

(OP-38, Training Study Group) under the staff cognizance of 

9 

10 

11 

OP-30 (Operations Training and Studies) in late 1968. 12 Commencing 

in the fall of 1968, for the first time, team leaders and 

' crr/r Ibid., P. s4. 
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Special Commando Unit (SCU) personne'l from the cross-border 

operations were trained at Car.ip Long Thanh. Formerly, this 2 

training had been conducted at the Command and Control Centers. ~ 

Camp Long Thanh had concent~ated on t~aining long-term agent. 4 

teams, STRATA team, and singleton agent personnel. 5 

(2) A Special Forces B Detachment with seven officers and 6 

24 ·enlisted assigned provide.d . the guidance to VN counterparts 7 

who actually conducted the training. Tl:ie. ·ope_rating cost of the 8 

camp was approximately o?e million dollars a _year. 9 

(3) Figure B-1 shows the number of students trained and 

the cost of training each student at Camp Long Thanh over 

a four-year period. 

(4) Figure B-2 is a swmnary of Camp Long Thanh training 

information including an ethnic breakdown and the AWOL rate. 

(5) Figure B-3 is a list of the courses offered at 

Camp Long Thanh in mid-1969. 

(6) Figure B-4 is a diagram of the organization and 

command relationships in the summer of 1969. 

(7) The back-up file for this Arinex . in SACSA has copies 

of the Program of Instruction for the _Camp Long Thanh courses . 

being given in 1969. Photographs of the camp and various 

ethnic groups in training are also in the file. 

lC 

11 

12 

13 

ll.; 

15 

16 

17 

16 

?l 

22 

g. Camn Long Thanh Problem Areas. The significant problems 23 

encountered by the SALT over. the years a~e-~a~aloged below : 

(1) 1964 
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FIGURE B-~ 
CAMP LONG THliMll STUDENT OUTPUT Al 

(BASED .. ON . AN AVERAGE OPERATIONAL EXPENDITURE OF $37.500,-00 PER MONTH) 

.. .. ................ . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . COST OF TRAINING 
I OUHUI EACl::I SIUDEtH 

1966. 746 $ fi03.00 

1967 66 6.818 .00 
1%8 353 1.275.00 
1969 Cl JAN -- ~ .. 30. JUN) ... ..... ' ' 868 -" 259.00 

Al RECENT PAY RAISES ~AVE eossTED THE AVERAGE MONTHLI E~PENDITURES OF CAMP LONG THANH 
TO APPROXIMATElY $q0,U0U, U PER MONTH AS OF JULY 959, ESTIMATED TOTAL LOST FOR 

PHYSICAL YEAR 1969 IS: j~~ i~~~ tl~~· g~: $~~3:888 

l 

SUB TOTAL $464,000 
ALL OUTSIDE SUPPORT - LOGISTI- 500,000 
CAL, MAINTENANCE, CONSTRUCTION, 
ETC, 

TOTAL FOR FY 1969 $964,000 

.C-b-24 . 
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FIGURE B-2 -~ 
CAMP LONG THANH TRAINING SUMMARY 

Year Ave. No Teams 
in Trainin11; 

1964 

1965 

1966 

1967 

1968 

15 

15 

10 

8 

Ave. Ethnic 
Breakdown 

Not Avail. 

VN-9 
Muong-1 .. 
VN-11 
Comb-1.!1 
Dua1-J,!I 

VN~2 

Cambodian-2 

Ave. 
Student 
Stren11;th 

192 

191 

138 

93 

65 

Ave. 
AWOL 

Rate/Mo. 

Not Avail. 

12 

3.6 

.1 

NA 

Remarks 

April­
STRATA 
Training 
Commenced 

,!I Comb - More than two ethnic groups; e.g., (NN, Tho,~ 
Nung, etc.) 
Dual - VN+one other ethnic group in most cases. Some dual 
teams of Tho/Nung and Nung/Mung. 

-
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Courses 

; 

FIGURE B-3 ~ 
TRAINING ACTIVITIES ~ 1969 

CAMP LONG THANH 

US Reconnaissance Team Leaders School 

Vietnamese Reconnaissance Team Leaders School 

Special Commando Unit Basic Training 

US Exploitation Force (Leaders School) 

Vie~namese CW Communications 

Vietnamese Reconnaissance Team Member 
Medical Course 

US Basic Airborne Course 

US Airborne Refresher 

Vietnamese Basic Airborne Course 

Special Jump Techniques (Ex. Tree Jumping) 

Vietnamese Basic Agent/Long Range Training 
(STRATA) 

Vietnamese Specialized Agent Training (STRATA 
Advanced Course) 

Civilian Irregular Defense Group Basic Training 

C-b-26 

Length 

17 Days 

17 Days 

5 Weeks 

2 1/2 Weeks 

16 Weeks 

1 Week 

3 Weeks 

1 Day 

3 Weeks 

2 Weeks 

8 Weeks 

2 Weeks 

2 Weeks 
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FIGURE B-4 ~ 

ORGANIZATION AND COMMAND RELATIONSHIPS FOR CAMP LONO THANH, TRAINING STUDIES GROUP (OP-38) (U) 

l VN 
TRO GP 

SALT 

~ 

Ir~~·~: I I co.Jo I 

~ 

a/ In addition to Det B-53 personnel, Special Projects include TOY personnel from OP-36, 18th M111tnry 
- Police Brigade and the 519th Military Intelligence Battalion. 
b/ In addition to Det B-53 personnel, the US training group also includes personnel TOY . from OP-35 
- and the C&C Detachments. 

r C-b-27 Ahnex A to 
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(a) Inability of STS to recruit;~igh q~ali ty individuals 

for agents training forced the deplcy~ent of ~ediocre teams. 

· (b) Agents were not isolated ·after they had corr..r::lenced 

training. Several teams who -had act~al ~ission 

briefings had b~en allowed to go on leave ir.r.ediately 

after their missions aborted. 

(c) Viet Cong had a large intelligence network. They, 

in spite, of security checks, probably had spies among 

the agents, cadre, security battalion, and civilian workers 

at Long Thanh. 

l 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

(d) Camp Long Thanh was in an active VC ·area. C~n~iderable 11 

effort was required to lllB.intain local physical S\curity. 
\ 

.(e) coiomunications with Lon~ Thanh during critical mission 

periods was subject to compromise. 
L 

(f) Several agent teams had been ~aptured _n DRV. From 

radio Hanoi reports and International c~ntrol Commissipn 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

{ICC) publications, it is evident that DRV had a goocf_ _working 17 

knowledge of Long Thanh operations.* 

(g) Disci"Cline 

1. The disci'Cline of the students at Camp Long Thanh 
t 

was poor. Contributing factors were 

~ False recruiting promises which led students 

to expc~t preferential treatment. 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

I 

: . ·~=--=~.£.Belief of ·the cadre and STS.that civi.lia·n ·studeln~s ~ 

.· 

could not be subje~ted to military discipline even 
. -;r. . ,.. l . l 

.· ~~- contracts state that thei' were. 

• ."_~-:- ; c Fear of soicie members of the ARVN cadr'1 to 
. '-< \. 

discipline students. 

d Reluctance of STS to discard poor students. 

* {~History, MACSOG, "Annex A to MACV Cocnm.and History, 
1 II (SACSA) 
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e Lack of close super~ision caused the 

the students to fe~= for the~selves in order to 

settle problems. The stucents believe that 

· had a right to collective bargaining with the 

cadre. 

f Failure to enibrce existing regulations and 

and punishments. 

~ Belief that the agents were all going to di~ 
\ \ 

anyway has caused the agents and some of the cadre 

to believe that the agents should enjoy themselves 

while they .had the opportunity. 

h Trained teams after waiting for months for 

deployment often become stale and hard to handle. 

l 

2 

,, .. 
5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

11 

12 

13 

i Recruiting of indivisuals who had questionable l~ 

reputations in their home communities brought 15 

known discipline problems to Camp Long Thanh. 16 

l Agent leaders held popularity (with the students) 17 

over mission ac~om?lishment. 

£ The following actions were 

improve the discipline: 

instituted to 

a Set and enforce standard punishments. 

b Development of procedure to draft unacceptable 

students in the Army upon expulsion from the agent 

program. 

c A pre-course basic training period to identify 

and eliminate individuals of poor potential. 

d Assignment of one cadre sergeant per barracks 

to control the students as well as handle their 

problems. 

e US and ARVN cadre wer~ . required to set the 

example with appropriate dress and bearing. 

£ Attempts . were made to raise recruiting 

le 
19 

2G 

21 

22 

27 

25 

29 
... .. 
~ ·..1 

31 

32 

standards. Individuals with good service experience :~ 

were preferred. 34 
MACSOG, "Annex A to MACY Command : History 19 

:. -,. ~ · -· ":: 
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(2) 1965 

(a) S:rat~~ic Techni:al Servi:e (S~S). ~he STS organization 

for Camp Long Thanh did not provi~e en~ugh depth in instructor 

personnel, and in some cases, some of the Vietna~ese Instructors 

were not qualified. Through close coordination between SALT and 

the Vietnamese Camp Commander, requests went forward 

through both US and Vietnamese channels for additional qualifi~d 7 

instructors. Those instructors who were no~ qualified to instruct = 
.. 
were . placed in Assistant Instructor slots in order to al~ow c 

.; 

them to learn their subjects. l: 

(b) Discioline. Throughout 1965 the program was continually ll 

hampered by the lack of discipline among the students. In the 12 

past, the Camp Commander did not have sufficient power to 13 

properly handle the cases of students who had committed offenses, l~ 

and also the students status was that of a civilian. Action 15 
was taken to correct this deficiency by setting up a new 16 . 

list of offenses with appropriate punishment which the Camp 17 

Commander could enyo_k_e _at -his level, arid~ also· Ch1ef-0?-34 13 

- - - -prepared . a legal agre_ement which st-udents" could 19 

understand and sign before entering the program. The document 2: 
s~~Iled ou~ the powers of the Camp 21 

Commander, and punishment which could applied for various 

offenses. 

(c) Interoreter Procurement and Retention 

!· The rapid build-up of US Forces in Vietnam resulted 

in an acute shortage of interpreters, and interpreter 

procurement became highly competitive. Although MACSOG 

-=-~nt~~preter pay scales compared favorably with other agencies 
,_ \ ---· -- . 

few competent interpreters would c..onsider employment at 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 
... ., 
t!' 

2~ 

Camp Long Thanh due to the unattractive location and demanding ;: 

duty requirements: 

~· All interpreters utilized by this activity were civ­

ilians, and as such they received no government recognition 

or credit toward their service obligation for duties per­

formed regardless of how ardous or hazardous they may have 

been. Consequently, m'any were ·understandably reluctant to 

-'-~---

3~ 

33 

35 



(. 
work in locations where the y would ha~e been s ubj ec~ed to l 

enemy f i re _ or participat e i n hazardous operational or train- 2 

ing rr.issions. The problere is particul arly acute in the recon 3 

teams of the 35A progrru:i. SOG i-s aware of this prob l em and 4 

a search for qualified interpreters is constantly being con- 5 

ducted. 6 

( d) Procu.rement and Retention of Civilian Irregular De- 7 

fense Group (CIDG) Personnel 8 

Due to inflationary trends in the Vietna.r.iese economy 9 

CIDG pay scales were no longer adequate to attract person- 10 

nel, and recruiting efforts in the last months of 1965 were 11 

almost complete failure. Due to attrition and desertions, 

the Security Battalion was reduced to 70% of authorized 

12 

13 

strength. CIDG personnel were able to obtain employment as 14 

guards With other units and installations in the Saigon area 15 

with comparable pay and . without the risks and discomforts of 16 

the Security Battalion. A recruitment program is continually 17 

being conducted to enlist personnel 1n the CIDG ranks. 18 

(e) Air Support 19 

Lack of air support in some instances caused a de- ·20 

cl1ne in training. Training was planned on numerous occasions 21 

which required infiltration and ex:filtration by H-34 helicop- 22 

ter . In many cases, information would be received the day 

prior to scheduled training that a requested H-34 helicopter 

was not available, thereby hindering an important phase of 

training. Lack of C-123 aircraft at the required times greatly 

hindered the training of CP 34A students. Time and again the 

cancelling of aircraft on the day it ~s scheduled caused 

rapid revamping of scheduled training. · 

(3) ~ 

(a) Air Suooort 

On numerous occasions throughout the year air trans­
portation or res;..;pply was plann.ed for an operation and was not 
available at the time needed. This resulted in unrealistic 
activities conducted for students who expected to infiltrate 
under realistic conditions in hostile areas. The 

~ C-b-31 Annex B to 
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• air support was 
r esulted in plans 

~1anned 

~~~ous deflation of 
which caused s---

Occasions tha'­many 

made and then cancelled 

fter being 
student morale a 

l _. -et all the 
·hey wou "' e. 

t he" needed. support • 

(b) Discioline 

(a)· students 

tole! that ~· 

throughout the year. 
continued to go AWOL 

lve the problem by . 
d attempted to so 

The camp Cornman er 11 No 
went AWOL to a makeshift ja. ..• 

confining students who ~ 
ne se me1:1.:;1 . .u·es. 

-rte·d tnrougn 't , aI'parent success res~ . . - --- -- ··- . .. 
r os stemmed··rrom ~he __ fact' 

(b) The majority of the proo e 

h were never exposed to 
that the students were civilians w o 

li A S econdary reason for the high 
real military discip ne. 

AWOL rate was the lack of a specific program of instruction 

and activities. The students became bored with constant re-

refresher training.* 

l 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 
14 

(a) The inability to get air support for training on numerous 

15 
16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

occasions throughout the year has a serious effect on student 

morale and training realism. 

(b) Discioline. Students continued to go AWOL or quit just 

prior to going on actual operations throughout the year. The 22 

principal reasons were: 23 

1. Most students were civilians who were not accustomed to 24 

military discipline. 
.. 25 

2. The students did not. sign a contract which would ooliga'te 2-: 

them to serve for a length of timc..or participate in operationa127 

missions. 

l· Student screening by STD 

and too liberal at others. 

History, MACS G, Annex 
~~~~~~-4-27, 28 (SACSA). 

~ 

G to MA 

C-b-32 . 

j"aS too harsh at times 

oi:unand History 

·I 

9 
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Students c:..c not have r: d1'ji!'t exe:tpt ·.status. ~::-.; l 

were picked for the draft while o~ pass or leave. 

(c) VN Cadre person~el were not able to instruct in any 

area except their specialty.* 

4.(TS) STRA~A Team Traini:1:: - 1968. "Training of STRATA tea:ns, 

after completion of the basic course at CLT, and once operationa:.ly 

~eady and transferred to Monkey Mountain FOB (MMFOB), Danang, -0e~a=~ 

the responsibility of the Mi'1FOB Commander and his VN counterpa!'t. 

During the sUl!Uner (SW Monsoon) months when STRATA insertions we:-e 

at their height, training at Danang consisted primarily of speci:i: 

pre-mission and refresher training. During the last quarter of the 

year, when first the NE Monsoon and then the bombing hault slowed 

and the.n stopped missions in NVN, MMFOB training was characterize:i 

by a series of field training exercises in the Dalat area of RV?~ 

with the purpose of: (a) improving the teams' efficiency in com=uni-

cations, land navigation, reporting, and forward air guide proced~es, 

(b) caintaining the teams' operational readiness, and (c) preparir.; 

the teams' for commitment in the Prairie Fire/Daniel Boone areas i~ 

the event operations in NVN continued to be prohibited." 11 

G. (TS) COMMUNICATIONS 

Communications with Long term ·agent teams was through the C.ig~ 

frequency radio system 

Short term teams (STRATA) communicated directly 

with FOB. Danang using the SSB HF radio or via an airborne relay using 

AW/PRC-25 radios. 1 

l. (TS) PROJECT BUGS. It was the responsibility or the Project 

Bug organization to transmit all out go~ng team messages as re­

quested by SOG, and in accordance with the signal plans develo.pe:i 

by SOG for each team. Bugs also monitored all radio frequencies 

assigned to each team by its co11Wunications plan. The messages 

2 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

ll 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

i (TS) Historical Summary, Airborne Studies Group, "SOG Anr.ual f.is;~:-ical 
Summary" 5 Jan 69, p 115,116, (SACSA) 

It (TS) ibid. p 82. . 
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, 

~ r.om the teams were then relayed to ,SJG co:::.~~r.ications 1 

and from ~here to OP-36 Airborne Stu~ies Grcup. These messages 2 

were encrypted and were forwarded to ~he translation center 3 

for decryption and translation-~nto EF.glish. 4 

2. (\) RESU?PLY COMMUNICATIONS. ?roper communications 5 

with. ac~e agent teams, Just prior to resupply, was particularly 6 

important. A message of intent to resupply was sent to the team 7 
to the mission being conducted. 

10 days prior /During the day that resupply was expected to be 8 

accomplished, a special broadcast (contact) schedule was for- 9 

warded to Bugs. The teams received this schedule seven days 10 

prior to resupply. On the day of resupply the appropriate 11 

team was notified from one to three hours prior that the air- 12 

craft was on its way or had to cancel. •• 13 

11 Report, :-1Ac:3, "AD HOC 
___ Tserwork <c > p 4 <sAcsA>. 

•• ) SOP, Airborne Studies 

~ . 

· . . .. , -· 

Evaluation Grouo Re~ort~" 14 FPh 1968, 

Group, 25 March 1969, p 18 (SACSA). 
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PART III. OPERATIONS (U) 

A. ~ INTRODUCTION 

Airborne operations are presented in the paragraphs that follow 

by the various programs that were controlled by the Airborne Secti~n 

of SOG: Long-Term Agent Teams, STRATA Te.ams, Singleton Agents, 

.and Diversionary Operations. This presentation will be chronological 

in a sense because until 1968 the Long-Ter_m Agent Program repr.esented 

essentially the entire airborne effort. (The first two STRATA 

teams~re infiltrated in late 1967.) 

B. ~) BACKGROUND 

The Airborne Section of SOG took over in January 1964 from 

C. (TS) GENERAL CONDUCT OP OPERATIONS 

Initially, agent team.s were infiltrated by parachute from 

the C-123 fixed a1rcra~ or put ashore by boat. 

were inf ltrated by: {a) direct parachute insertion from C-123 

or C-130 (later) aircraft originating from Tan Son Nhut or Camp 

"Annex A to MACV Command History, 1964," 

C-b-35 
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T~ 
Communications with agent teams was via Pr"oj ect BUGS 

.The capability to 

exfiltrate teams through the Fulton Recovery System (see Air 

Operations, Annex c, for descrip-tion)" or by helicopter was 

available, but there was not to be a successful exfiltration by 

either of these methods of a long-term agent team.• 

1. (\> Missi.on. Teams were given physical destruction missions 

(earlier teams), intelligence collection missions, and/or psychological 

missions (later). The PSYOP material provided in resupply packets 

consisted of leaflets and posters with the Sacred Sword Patriots' 

League (SSPL) theme for distribution along trails and other places 

where the populace might pick it up. Also included were bogus 

packets of material purportedly from Red China which gave Mao's 

thoughts about establishing Red Guard movements and other activi-

ties counter to the interests of North Vietnam.• 

2. ~) Exfiltration. It was not intended that long-term agent 

teaMS wolld remain in NVN for an indefinite period. or the many 

attempts to exfiltrate, none were successful. Team NANSEN was 

exfiltrated by helicopter from a friendly area in Laos; however, 

the team had not reached its assigned area in NVN and was not 

considered a reporting team. Exfiltration by either helicopter or 

Fulton Recovery System was available, but fear or lack ~r desire 

for exfiltration or operational difficulties thwarted every effort.** 

3. ~) Resuooly. Aerial resupply missions were flown in 

the earl~r years by C-123/C-130 aircraft. With the build up of 

enemy air defenses . in NVN, a.rl increasing number of resupply missions 

were flown by F4 and Al aircraft. (In 1966, C-123/C-130s were 

scheduled for twice as many resupply missi_gns as P-4/Al aircraft. 

The situation was reversed the next year,1967.) When the long-term 

teams were infiltrated, they had an initial supply of provisions. 

The ideal resupply schedule was based on four drops per year, with 

cost of supplying one agent in NVN for one year estimated at $2,500.~* 

Report, MACJ3, "Ad . Hoc Evaluation Group Report," 14 Feb 1968, 
TI BERWORK(C), p. 5-6. (SACSA) 

II~~·· P. 12. 
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D. (t LONG-TERM AGEiiT 

1. <\) Ooerat!.ons -

••••••• teams: 

, 
l964. SOG inherit~dllll~gents assigned to 

One new team, EAGLE, was successfull~_infiltrated during the 

1 

2 

3 

year. There were 13 successful resupply missions flown out of 55 5 

scheduled; 21 w~re aborted. (See Figure CB-6.) 

(Figure B-5 includes a summary of team histories through 1964.) 

a. Team Locations - 1964. Figure CB-7 shows the locations 

of the six in-place teams and infiltration points of the 

five captured teams during 1964. 

b. New Develooments - 1964 

"In the spring of 1964, methods of improving drop techniques 
were reviewed so that an all-weather, all-month schedule could 
be maintained. Poor weather conditions and light of moon 
requirements were holding the in-place teams' program at an 
unproductive level. 

(1) "Ideas Considered 

(a) " Droo Through Clouds from Hi~h Altitude 

1. "A beacon signal with less vertical diffusion 
is needed. The aircraft must know when it is exactly 
over the beacon. An Air Force test item,· RED CHIEF, 
wa~ reported to have promise. 

2. "A two-beacon technique for pin-pointing the 
drop-point was considered. One beacon on the DZ; the 
other on the flank. With different frequencies, one 
leads the aircraft on lirie over the DZ and the other 
indicates drop points from the flank. 

J.. ,..The use of drogue parachutes with padded 
bundles in high velocity drops were considered. With 
dopler radar, the ballistics or such bundles can be 
computed accurately enough to determine the impact 
point. This information then could be relayed to the 
team if.they did not see the bundles fall. 

(b) "Low-Level High-Soeed Drops. MARK-4 resupply bombs 
were considered. They can be dropped from a subsonic 
aircraft at low altitude. The bomb is lowered to the 
ground by parachute. 

I ~ History, MACSOG, "Annex A to MACV Comreand History, 1969," 
p. I-D-1, (SACSA). 
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FIGURE CB~6 Jiii( 

SUM;·'.A?.Y OF AIR OPERAT:::ONS IN SU??ORT 
OF AI?.BORNE O?ERA7IO:/S - 1964 (U) 

Aborted 
:·:::!1th Operatio:is (Turned back or Unsuccessful Successfi.;.: 

64 Scheduled did not take off) (Once over DZ) (Droppec) 

Jan 4 1 0 0 

Feb 5 2 3 0 

!·'.ar 4 1 0 0 

Apr 4 l 0 0 

!·:ay 4 4 0 2 

Jun 4 2 0 3 

Jul 5 0 l 4 

Aug 5 l 0 0 

Sep 5 2 0 0 

Oct 6 5!/ 0 l 

!/ov 5 2 0 l 

Dec 4 0 0 2 

Total 55 21 4 13 

a/ Operations cancelled by higher authority. 

SOURCE: (TS) P.1story, MACSOG, "Annex A to MACV Command History, 
1964 (U)," p II-D-1 
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(c) "Lc~-Frecuenc v Ec~ers. :~ o A~ /~~V-13 low-frequer.:~ 
homers (r.a\•igational aids l ~• ere ;..ade ava:!.lable. "• 

(2) Contin~:!.n~ Problem, ~he proble m of resupply during 

poor weather and non-light-of-the-moor. nights was never 

solved. Consequently, the resupply of teaos was unreliable 
efforts 

and unsatisfactory as many re~upply . I were delayed for 

months at a t:!.oe in their resupply schedule. 

2. (') Ooerat:!.c:is, 1965-1967 

;.. 1965. "':'he Airborne Operations Section commenced 
operatiOrlS""in 1965 with six teams total:!.ng 59 agents 
in-place in Nortn Vietnam. The primary ~ission of all 
these teams ori~:!.nally was to conduct lir-ited ambushes, 
target destruct:!.:~, and psychological and harassing 
operations aga:!.r.st designated targets. In October, the 
eophasis on tar;et destruction decreased and the 
gathering of inte:ligence through the expansion of local 
contacts and the ~tilization of roadwatch teams increased. 
To t.his end, t't:o s;:iecially trained road/river watch teams 
were infiltrated, and four teams were reinforced by road/ 
river watch ·trained personnel. Only one element (Sub-Team 
REl:OUS ALFA) of a team (REMUS) was lost during the year, 
and its three r-e~bers are listed as missing and presumed 
captured. An acd:!.tional six agents were killed and three 
more died of natural causes. Numerous targets were 
dama~ed or destr:yed and a large number of intelligence 
reports were received and forwarded to the Intelligence 
Section for eva~~ation. The operational teams were 
resupplied/reinforced nineteen times during the year."•• 

b. 1966. "The Airborne Operations Section began 
ooeratiOrlS""in 1966 with nine in-place teams, representing 
a - total of 78 a;ents. The mission of the Air~orne Opera­
tions Section ir. conjunction with Strategic Technical 
Service (STS) ccu~terpart personnel, was to recruit, train, 
equi;:>, and infiltrate abent teams into NVN, and subsequently 
to resupply, re!r.force, and exfiltrate these agent teams­
for the purpose cf collecting intelligence, conducting 
sabotage and psycholo ical o erations, and .mllllllllla 

The CINCPAC-stated 
principal objectives for -3~A ground operations in 
NVN were to develop low-key tribal potential in North 
Vietnam and also to develop andoperational area astride 
each major line or communication for the purpose of: 

(1) Rail/ro~d/river watch 

(2) Target acquisition for air strikes 

(3) Wire tap of NVN landlines 

(4) Development of civilian intelligence networks in 
every operational area 

(5) Conducting Hm1ted harassment and interdiction operatior:s 

(6) Rendering assistance 

_bid., . II-G-2. 
) riistory, MACSOG, "Annex N t "o MACV _Command History. 1965," 
II-A-5. 
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(. 
"Three new operational teacs, KERN, SA~SON, and HECTOR, 
were infiltrated on 5 March, 5 O=tober,'and 22 June. 
Operational tea~s were resupplied 28 ti~es d~rin; the 
year. Team KE~: (7), TOURBILLON ALFA (t ) and ~ECTOR 
3RAVO (ll) were lost during the year: 11 agents were 
killed in actic~ and three more died of ~ounds. Eight 
agents were woun=ed in action, on~-died of non-battle 
injuries, and ~!~e died of disease."* (Figures B-8, . 5-9 
a.~d B-10 give a tabular summary of 1966 agent team 
operations.) 

c. 1967. "':!"le Airborne Operations Section began 
c~erati~in 1?57 with eleven in-place teams, representing 
a total of 76 a;ents. CINCPAC directed in April that 
TIMBERWORK (C) ;~errilla teams be infiltrated in NVN for 
the conduct of t~e following operations: intelligence 
collection, tar;et acquisition, develop~ent and suorort 
of cliviliani intel-l'!genice ahnd a . h l i l 
ear y warn ng, se ect ve arassment s•c o og ca opera-
tions and · 

(l)" To accomolish this mission the Airborne Ooerations 
Section in conjunction with Strategic Technical Directorate 
(STD) persor.~el recruited, trained, equipped and infiltra~ed 
agent teams !nto NVN, and subsequently resupplied, rein­
forced and at~empted to exfiltrate these agent teams. Four 
new operatior.al teams, HADLEY, NANSEN, RED DRAGON and VOI, 
were infiltra~ed on 26 January, 22 April, 21 September and 
18 October, respectively. Two PLOW?t.AN (C) detainees, 
GOLDFISH and PERGOLA, ·were infiltrated as singleton agents 
on 13 Septe=ter. Two STRATA teams, 111 and 112, were 
infiltrated on 24 September and 22 October, respectively. 

( 2) ''.Operatj,onal teams were resupplied 28 times durin12: the 
year. 

( 3) "Teall'.s , SAMSON, HECTOR, BELL and VERSE were lost durini: 
the year. Se~en agents were killed in action and one more 
died of· wounds. One agent was wounded in action, five 
died of non-battle injuries, and three died of disease."•* 

(4) Figures B-11, B-12 and B-13 give a tabular summary of 

1967 agent team operations. 

d. Exfiltration Efforts. The period from 1965-1967 was notable 

for several unsuccessful team exfiltration efforts. A swmnary of 

three of these efforts, Teams REMUS A, TOURBILLON A and BELL 

are outlined below: 

1 (~) History, i·;..;..csoa, 
ory," p. 61. 

** History, MACSOG, 
-III-4-1. 

T~n 

"Airborne Operations, MACV 1966 Command 

"Annex G to MACV Command History, 1967," 

C-b-.4 2 Annex B to 
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FIG URE B- 8 ~ 

LOCATION OF IN - PLACE 7;::;..:.:s DURr:;:; l 966 ( u) 

C-b-43 
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PIGURE B-~ 
RECAPITULATION OF OPLAN-34 TEAMS RESUPPLIED DURING 1966 ( u) 

1r 

Month ARES EAGLE BELL REMUS SAMSON EASY EASY ALFA TOUR BILLON VERSE KERN II ECTOR ROMEO 

Jan x 

Feb x x lX!/ 

Mar x x 3x 2x 
Apr 4x x x x 

May 

Jun x~I x x 

• Jul · x x x 

Aug x 5x x 

Sep \ x x x~/ 

Oct 6x!I 7X 

Nov x x x x~/ 

Dec x 

al Denotes . two resupply missions. 
~/ Denotes diversionary resupply mission. 

NO'fE: 1 thru 7 denotes teams were unable to locate resupply bundles. 

C-b-44 · 
Annex 0 to 
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FIGURE 8-10~ 
RECAPITULATION OF OPLAN-3~ IN-PLACE AGENT LOSSES DURING 1966 (U) 

Month Killed in Action Wounded in Action Missing in Action Died of Wounds Died of Injuries Died of Disease 

Jan 

Feb 

Mar 1 1 l!!/ 1 

Apr 1 

May 5 1 1 

Jun 2 

Jul 3 2 2 

Aug 

Sep 2 3 

Oct \ 1 1 

Nov 4 1 

Dec 18 l - -- -- -- --
TOTAL 11 8 · 23 3 1 5 

·!/ Agent rej olned team in May. 

AGENT STRENGTH OF OPLAN-34 IN-PLACE TEAMS DURING 1966 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug ~ Oct Nov Dec 

78 70 86 011 78 91 86 86 95 101 96 79 

A1111rr. II to 
:iii 0:12 I C-b- '15 Apfl"'"'':-. I' 
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FIGURE B-12 (\ 

RECAPITULATION OF OPLA1l-34 T'"".t.AM:i F.ESUPPL!ZD WRING 1967 (U) 

Team Jan Feb ¥..a.r A;ir May Jun __ Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

ARES 
EAGLE 
REY.tJS 
NANSEN 
EASY 
EASY ALFA 
RADLEY 
TOUFGILLON 
VERSE 
RED DRAGON 
HECTOR 
ROMEX> 

------------------ x ---------------------------------
------------- x x ---------~------------------- x 
x . --- x -----------. -~----- x -----------------­

------------- x --------------------------------------
x 
x 

x 
x 

------------------ x x x 

-------- x ---------------------------- x --------
-------------------------------------- x x --------
x -------- x --------------------------------------

-------------------------------------- x x --------
x -----------------------------------------------------

x x ------------------ x x --------

l"IGURE :B-13 (TS} 

RECAPITtrr.J.TION OF OPLAN-34 IN-PLACE AGDrr LOSSES IX:rRn'm 1967 (U) 

Killed in 
Action 

Wounded 1n 
Action 

Missing in 
Action 

Died or 
Wound.a 

Died or 
Injuries 

Died or 
Disease 

T 0 TA L 

Jan Feb Mar Arrr 

l 

8 

l 

l l l 

l 

l 8 2 3 

May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct l'iov Dec 

6 1 

12 4 

l 

6 12 5 

C-b...J.17 
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REMUS A. This was the first attempt to exfilt~ate 
; 

an elem.ent of an OPLAN' 34 agent team. A f1 ve-man ele:::en~ o:' 

Team ?.EMUS 1·1as instructed to r.iove . overland approximately 

40 kilometers into Laostlllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll .. 
-.111111111111[ The last radio transmission was on 21 August 

1965: "Caching radio, heading for Vientiane," It was 

assumed that the team was captured by the Pathet Lao in Laos.* 

(2) TOURBILLON A. In May 1966 1 ~ COMUSMACV proposed a 

concept to exfil-rate three agents from Team TOURBILLON who had 

been infiltrated in 1962. Following exfiltration, the three , -
agents would provide: intelligence; a source of experience 1: 

for the critique of agent training; field experienced , -
instructions; and _tangible evidence to trainees that exfi-ltration --

of in-place agents was possible.***The exfiltration plan, 

approved by the Joint Chiefs of Starr, State Department, and 

Department of Defense, was: 

"Team TOURBILLON 'A' is directed to conduct a bogus 
mission and establish a DZ to receive a resupply during a 
designated period. After the team is in place, a photo 
reconnaissance will be conducted to confirm the exact 
location and to determine if there are any indications 
that the team is controlled by NVN. On the first suitable 
day after the photos have been anal zed, a three man 
Vietnamese s tc 

escorted by USAF armed aircraft, 
transports the snatch team to TOURBILLON 'A' LZ/DZ, located 
on the NVN/Lao border to arrive at the bogus resupply time. 
TOURBILLON 'A' is picked up and returned via the same 
route to SVN. 11

•••• 

i: --
i: 

TOURBILLON A began movement toward the exfiltration point on 17 

27 August 1966. The exfiltration was scheduled for 11 lE 

September and the team acknowledged preliminary instructions. 
,. --

However~ no further contact was made with the team and the 

exf1ltration had to be cancelled. TOURBILLON A was dropped 2~ 

from the agent rolls effective 30 November 1966. 

'Is) Memo, CJCS toDEPSECDEF, "OPLAN 34ATeamExf1ltration," 

•• ( ) Msg, MACV, OTO 050051Z May 66. 
2~uly 1966. (SACSA) . 

0 • ( ) History, r-~ACSOO, "Annex M to MACV C':>mmand History - 1966," 
p . 59 • (SACS A) 

uu C°P.) Memo, CJCS to SECDEF, "Oplan 34A-Team Exfiltration (TS)," 
20 July 1966. (SACSA) 

C-b-48 
Annex B to 
Aripendix C 

22 

1.Sie) 
3.4(b)(1) 



Team 3ELL. In Novec~er 1966/ CO~~SMACV forwarded a 

concept* . to exfiltrate the f:ve cecbers of Team EELL by USAF 

L 

aircraft for cover. The attempt to execute the plan was E 

made on 23 February 1967. The team was not at the LZ to 

meet the helicopter and later reported that while preparing e 
to mark the LZ, they had been alerted to the chattering 

of monkeys and feared that people were approaching. Subsequent lC 

exfiltration attempts were delayed because of weather and 

enemy activity in the LZ. The last contact with the team 

was on 19 March 1967, and on 2 July 1967 Hanoi radio 

announced the capture of the team and gave the team leaders 

name for confirmation. 

3. ~Ooerations, 1968-69. Airborne operations were influenced 

significantly by the restrictions on operations imposed in April 

and November 1968, and by the security evaluation in June which 

judged that all in-place teams were probably under NVN control. 

a. In January 1968, there were eight in-place teams operational 

in NVN. Since that time, two teams, EASY and REMUS, were 

compromised by NVN and three teams, HADLEY, TOURBILLON and ROMEO 

l!. 

12 

13 

14 

15 

le 
17 

lS 

19 

21 

22 

stopped transmitting and 
were 
I carried as missing in action (MIA). 2 3 

•• 

The three remaining teams on 1 July 1969, ARES, EAGLE and RED 

DRAGON were considered as probably compromised.** 

b. During March and April 1968, US case officers assigned to 

long-term agent teams conducted a security survey of their 

respective teams. To further assist in-this evaluation, Chief 

MACSOG requested a counterintelligence survey be conducted by a 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

representative from J-2 MACV staff and CAS, Saigon. The findings of 30 

Msg, COMUS!·IACV, DTG 060139Z Nov 66. (SAC SA) 
) Historical Summary, Airborne Studies Group, · "SOG Annual 

Historical Summary," 5 Jan 69, p.3. (SACSA) 

T~ C-b-'.9 . 
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(. 
this surveyi, in June 1968, ir.Cica~ed that all teams '.·Jere unde:-

1;v:1 control. Subsequent plar.s callee! for dropping all !.n-place 

teams at th~ earliest feasible time; · in most cases by using 

the tactic of ordering the team t9_ move toward an ex~iltratio~ 

LZ. Experience had shown that when a compromised teac was order~~ 

to move, it soon was surfaced by NVN or ended radio contact.** 

c. In January 1968, there were a total of 48 agents on eight 

in-place teams; in June 1969, there were nine agents in the three 

teams remaining. Seven aerial resupplies were made to teams 

during the above period. (See Figure B-14 for team locations.) 

d. Resunnlv and Exfiltration. Although the restrictions of 

April prohibited air operations above 20°N latitude, it was con-

sidered essential by MACV to request clearance to resupply teams 

RED DRAGON and REMUS and to exfiltrate four members of Team EASY 

by helicopter from a LZ in Laos. Even though the teams were 

= 

, . 

, -: --
" •· 

15 

already suspect by the United States as compromised; the counterpar~ 16 

Vietnamese Strategic Technical Directorate (STD) personnel did nc~ 

share this feeling. It was considered by MACV that if the 

teams believed secure by the STD were not supported, there would 

be an adverse effect on the entire unconventional warfare (UW) 

effort.**ll 

(1) Clearance was granted by CINCPAC in April.**** 

However, Team REMUS transmitted · its last message in April and 

was terminated. CINCPAC suspended# all resupply operations 

in May before Team RED DRAGON was resupplied. The bombing 

halt of 1 November ended all resupply plans for RED DRAGON. 

(2) Clearance for the exfiltration of four cembers of Tea~ 

EASY was· received the same month, April 1968, as the final 
newspaper 

message from the team, 26 April 1968 .. On 7 August, a NVN I 

announced the capture of a "12 man spy-ranger team" that 

was Team EASY.II# 

I (~Report, CAS/J2USMACV, "Security Status of MACSOG Long-Ter~ 
Ag~t Teams in NVN," 7 July 1968. (SACSA) 

** (~) Historical Summary, Airborne Studies Group, "SOG Annual 
Hlorical Summary," 5 January 1969, p.3. (SACSA) 
( ) Msg, MACV, · DTG 240505Z Jul 68. (SACSA) 
( ) Msg, CINCPAC, DTG 130210Z Apr 68. (SACSA) 

II ( Msg, CINCPAC, DTG 222205Z May 68. (SACSA) 
1111 ( ) Historical Summary, Airborne Studies Group, "SOG Annual 

••• 
•••• 

Historical Summary," 5 Jan 69, p.30. · 
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~ 
4. ~Long-T~r~ A~ent Team Chronolo~y 

; 
a. ARES 

(2) Operations. 
beginning 

Continual analysis of ARES/in 1966 indi-

cated that he was under hostile control. Since November 1968, 

he exhibited indications that the opposition was becoming 

impatient with the operatipn. ARES hinted sev~ral times 

that he was having difficulty with radio communications and 

Central (MACSOG/STD control headquarters) was asked to 

find another means of communication. ARES was informed 

in December 1967 that Central wanted to resupply him and he was 

instructed to find a suitable drop zone (DZ). ARES, however, 

immediately began to expound on the difficulties or finding and 

using DZs in the area and again pleaded with Central to find a 

way to resupply him by other means. It appeared that 

ARES was attempting to get Central to expose additional assets. 

With this in mind, a diversionary o~eration was implemented 

in June 1968. The object of this operation was to cause the 

security forces of Haiphong to expend their time and energies in 

useless pursuits and to implant the idea that Central has agents 

operating in the city of Haiphong. In June 1969, ARES 

was instructed to ~repose an exfiltration plan in international 

waters.• 

ory, MACSOG, "Annex F to MACV 1968 C~nunand History," 
4-1. (SAC SA) 
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\ 
(2) Ooerations. TOURBILLON first came under suspicion of 

being under hostile control in January 1967 when a rein­

forcement radio operator, infiltrated on 24 December 1966, 

transmitted messages containing duress sibnals. After 

further case officer analysis and a CAS security analysis 

of all in-place TIMBERWORK(C) teams, it was concluded that 

the team ·came under hostile control prior to December 1966, 

The team•s ac~ivities in 

1968 have essentially confirmed its controlled status. No ~ 

significant intelligence information was report~d and the 1-
~· 

team moved almost continually 1n an attempt to 

evade the enemy. Contact was maintained throughout the 12 

year in order to utilize the team 1n a diversionary effort.* 13 

The team was last heard from in December 1968, and was • l!: 

dropped from the active rolls in June 1969. 15 

d. BELL le 

17 

l~ 

. 21 

22 

23 

1.S(e) 
3.4(b)(1) 

1.S{e) 
3.4(b){1) 

25 1.S{e) 

The_entire year, 1965, was 

spent in unsuccessful attempts to resupply the team. The team 

moved several times during the year to new safe areas. Two 

agents died in December from lack of medicine and supplies. 

I \> ~- J p. F-III-4-C-l. 
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( . 
~ Little useful intelligence was rece:!.ved. ~he team was finally 

resupplied in April 1966 and was instructed to cross the 

Red · River On 28 May, the team 

attempted to cross the Red River in rubber boats, was inter-. 

cepted by NVN militia, and retreated, suffering two. KIA and 

lost equipment. In August,4A resupply containers were 

dropped, but team was unable to locate them. On 

14 October 1966, another team member died. At the end of 
the 

1966,;team was tasked to establish a rail/river watch at 

site vicinity VK 4935. In January 1967, CINCPAC approved 

a plan to exfiltrate team BELL. Abortive attempts were made. 

.in February and Mar9h to exfiltrate BELL. Bad weather and 

the fear of compromise of the LZ were primary obstacles. 

The team was last heard from on 19 March and was dropped 

from the active rolls on 3 July 1967. 1 

e. EASY 

By 1967-1968, the mission had been reduced to 

intelligence collection by observation and exploitation of a 

locally recruited net of subsources. 

(2) Ooerations. Analysis of Team £ASY's files prior to 

June 1968 indicated the team was probably not under hostile 

control. 

1 \ History, 

T~T 

The team was reinforced four times with a total 

MACSOG, 1964-1967 MACV Command Histories. 
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'· 
of 23 men. As of January 1968, fiv e o! t~e original eig~: 

members and seven of the 23 reir.force~ent members surviv~~. 

EAS~ came under suspicion in March 1968, and i~ July 1968 

was determined by a joint r-:ACV _.J-2 CAS security revie1·1 to 

be possibly under hostile control. After being alerted 

that one seriously ill member and three other members were 

to be exfiltrated, the team went off the air and was last 
from on 

heard(<!6 April 1968. Subsequently, on 7 August 1968, a 

NVN newspaper reported that in late April (year not stated), 

a 12-r.ian team of SVN rangers had been captured in Son La 

Province and the team leader was identified as the EASY 

team leader.• 

f. "ATTILA. Team consisted of six Vietnamese that para­
chuted on 25 April 1964 into tree drop area at WF 325575. 
Team mission was to sabotage bridges on Route 8 and conduct 
psychological operations in that area. One radio contact 
received 9 May 1964 indicated the team dropped in wrong loca­
tion close to a populated area. No further contact since 
9 May. On 11 August 1964, Radio Hanoi broadcast that a team 
which had dropped on 26 April had been captured and sentenced 

·by the ORV military court to eight years imprisonment. This 
was ATTILA."** 

g. "LOTUS. Team 
WG 1255"8"'70i1 19 May 
bridges on Route 1. 
group who jumped the 
was ever made."** 

consisted of six men who were dropped at 
1964. The team mission was to sabotage 

Radio Hanoi reported sentencing of spy 
same day as LOTUS. No radio contact 

h. "BUFFALO. The team consisted of a 10-man sabotage, 
psychological operations, and intelligence group that was 
dropped 19 June 1964 at WE 741886. The team was to work 
along Route 12. On 24 October 1964, Radio Hanoi announced 
the sentences of eight members of "the BUFFALO group. No 
radio contact was ever made with the team."•• 

i. EAGLE 

12 

13 

(1) Background. Team EAGLE was originally composed of six l~ 

members, all natives of Bae Giang Province, NVN. The team 

was infiltrated back into the province on 27 June 1964, with 

the mission of conducting sabotage op_erations on NVN Routes 

land 4, Mac Nam Quan rail line, and the Mai Pha air base. 

The team has recruited two subsources to date, who were the 

I c\> History. MACSOG, "Annex F to MACV 1968 Command History. II 
F-III-4-C-l. (SACSA) 

** History, MACSOG, "Annex A to MACV Command Hi;;tory · 1964, 11 

I-Q-1. (SACSA) . 
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primary sources o~ info~catic~ p~c~~~e~ in 1965. The in~o~:e-

tion received, however, has been of little o~ no value. 2 

In recent months, the team has bee~ ;~!~a~ily tasked with 3 

roadwatch assignments. EAGLE'~ cissio~ in 1967 was esse~t!~lly 4 

changed to collection of intelligence !~formation, although it 5 

was tasked with · a · sabotage mission i:: 1·~arch 1968. The mission 6 

was not completed. The team now consists of three members of 7 

the six originally infiltrated. 

(2) Ooerations. Continual analysis of EAGLE since 1967 

indicates that the team is under hostile control. There-

fore, in 1968, plans were developed to move the team south 

from its safe area for possible exfiltration. EAGLE was 

notified to move south, but was not informed of the 

reason for it. After a brief period of delaying, the 

team finally reported starting its movement in November.• 

The team was instructed to send an exfiltration plan but 

none was forthcoming. In the summer of 1969, team was 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

moving back to original location. It was expected that the team 18 

would soon break contact and terminate. 

j. "SCORPION. Team of seven men droooed on 17 June 1964 . 
between VJ 701971 and VJ 679977. The team mission was to 
sabotage the Lao Key rail line between Yen Bay and Trai Hut. 
On 27 July 1964, Radio Hanoi reported the team of six men 
had been captured shortly after their d~op by alert local 
citizens. Dinh Man, the seventh man, was reported killed 
~hen he stubbornly resisted capture."** 

k. "BOONE. Team consisted of nine men that were dropped 
at approximately VG 594086 on 29 July 1964. The team was 
never heard from."** 

1. EASY (ALFA). Infiltrated in September/October 1965 

to give instruction in roadwatch techniques to EASY. In 

November the team was contacted by the enemy and one agent 

was killed. Team set up roadwatch on Routes 44A and 69. In 

May 1966, two agents were killed during a skirmish with the ene~y. 

I (~) History, MACSOG, "Annex F to MACV 1968 Command History," 
p. F-III-4-C-l. (SACSA) 

** ('.) History, MAC~OG, "Annex A to MACV Command History 1964," 
p. II-Q-1. (SACS A) 
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Team submitted roadwatch repor:s an~ was successfully 

resupplied for remainder of 1966. In July 1967, EASY (ALFA) 

arrived at the cache site of EASY and th~ two teams were 

joined.* 

m. ROMEO 

( 1) "Back.:round. Team ROMEO, originally c.omposed of 10 
ethnic NVN was infiltrated back into an area immediately 

: north of the Di·iZ in November 1965. Its r:U.ssion was to conduct 
reconnaissance for collection of intelligence information; 
perform road\·tatch mission; and conduct harassing and 
sabotage activities on order. Primary target in the team's 
area was NVN Route 103, which was believed to be a major 
route for infiltration of men and supplies to the south. 
In October 1966, the ROMEO radio operator sent the words, 
'ROMEO already captured,' in the clear. Since that time, 
mission accom?lishment has been regarded as insignificant. 
The team had not furnished any reportable informat~on 
during 1967 and 1968. 

(2) "General. In 1968, the team's activity was generally 
limited to location of DZs and searching for survival food. 
ROMEO had been plagued with communications problems since 
its infiltration and the trouble persisted in 1968. Many 
messages were received with undecipherable groups and 
numerous delays in message traffic were experienced due to 
necessity for retransmissions. Contact with ROMEO was 
finally lost 5 August · l968 while the team was reportedly 
on a reconnaissance mission. It is believed the decision 
to terminate the team was influenced by two events: a 
diversionary caching operation which was successfully 
completed in early June, followed by a reconnaissance mission 
into a closely forested aM!a where little or no intelligence 
information could be gathered. Team ROMEO was composed of 
four remaining members when it was declared MIA on 
4 November 1968. "u 

n. VERSE. Team was infiltrated by parachute in November 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

area 

6 

:965 to train Team TOURBILLON in roadwarch techniques and then 7 

to detach and set up its own roadwatch on Route 68. Roadwatch 8 

was established by VERSE in January 1966. Location of team 9 

near an antiaircraft site made resupply impossible except by 10 
was 

high-performance aircraft. Resupply/finally accomplished in 11 

mid-1966. Team reported on Route 68 and Route 6 during year. 12 
the 

Exfiltration for team was planned for mid-1967; however,;team 13 

was captured by the enemy between 3 and 27 July 1967. 11 1 14 

.istory, rt.ACV Command Histories 1965-67", (SACSA). 
) History, MACSOG, "Annex F to MACV 1968 Command History," 

p. F-III-4-C-1. (SACSA). 
111 (~ History, MACV Command Histories 1965-67. (SACSA) 

TO~ C-b-58 Annex B to 
Appendix C 



,_ 
o. KE:?.~. Ir.filtrated on 5 t·'.arc- 196.6 by pa:-acr::p , 

a 
f:-orn ,.C-123. iU.ssion h'2.S to conduct :-oad~·:at ch !. !'1 !·:u Gia ?::.ss 

area. .Difficulty experienced in locating team f:-orn air 

during first rno~ths afte:- infiltrazion. ~ive members of 

the seven-man team were ill in June 1966. Location by 

infra-red photography was effected in June 1966. Re suppl~· 

in August. Team last heard from on 5 September 1966.* 

p. HECTO~. Infiltrated 15 men on 22 June 1966 by CH-3C 

helicopter. Contact with team on 9 August. Report that 

four members were ill. In September 1966 team reinforced 

with 11 agents (HECTOR BRAVO), resupplied, encountered 

L 

1 

e 

10 

11 

enemy and were forced to flee. Exfiltration plans for tea~ were 12 

drawn up in November. HECTOR B?.AVO was dropped from rolls after l; 

no contact since 23 September. Exfiltration effort in 

December unsuccessful. Team had not been heard from since 

14 

15 

15 March 1967, and was dropped from the active rolls effective 16 

26 June 1967.* 17 

q. SAMSON. Eight agents with wire tap equipment infil­

trated on 5 October 1966. Resupplied and established road-

watch in November. Team last heard from on 2 December 1966.! 

r. HADLEY 

(1) Back~round. NVN Route 8 is an improved motorable 

road connecting Route 15 to Laos Routes 81, 12 and 121. 

These routes are considered major troop and supply infil-

tration routes to the south. In addition, the Ngan Pho 

River, running west to east in the same area is a princi~al 

water supply route. A black team installed in this area 

could provide valuable information on flow of infiltration 

traffic. Team HADLEY's mission was ~o conduct roadwatches, 

emplace a roadwatch device, identify potential air striY.e 

targets, and, on order, to conduct harassment and sabotage 

operations. 

* ~ History, MACV Command Histories 1965-67. 
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(2) O:::ierations. ':'ea.1:1 HADL:S"I \1 as !.:-ifil~rated on 25 January 

1967 by helicopte!" in Laos for overland :;:ovement into ::~IN. 

The team was placed on the wro~~ LZ cue to pilot error and 

in its initial radio contact, :::~de on 17 February 1967, 

reported that it had been co::-ip:-::::::ised upon landing and was 

still trying to evade the ene my . It is believed that all 

communications equipment, except for one RS-1 radio and 

some Panasonic radios, were destroyed or lost during this 

period. Communications with the team throughout 1968 were 

generally good, with almost immediate responses to 

messages. Orignally, an 11-man team, HADLEY,' is now com­

posed of seven members. Two members died in 1967 and 

another two in 1968. Current view on the security survey 

1: 

12 

i; 

completed in June 1967 concluded the team had been captured 1~ 

soon after infiltration. HADLEY was, therefore, used 

primarily in a diversionary capacity in 1968.• The team 

was instructed to exfiltrate into Laos but was last heard 

from in February 1968. Was listed as MIA on 24 May 1969. 

i: 
l:! 

, : 

s. NANSEN. Seventeen agents infiltrated by USAF helicopters l~ 

t. RED DRAGON 

(1) Background. The Red River Valley from the NVN/China J· 

border town of Lao Kay to Hanoi is a major LOC with many 

rail, road and water transshipment points from about 21°N. 

i ~ History, MACSOG, "Annex F to MACV 1968 Command History," 

~
~"-III-4-C-l. (SACSA) 

H( ) History, MACSOG, "Annex G to MACV 1967 Command History," 
G-III-4-15. (SACSA) 

.,..('l~O':''T' Annex ~ to 
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A black team located in Lao Kay and ~en Ea! ?rovinces would 

be in an exceller.t position to con=~=t sabotage and intell!- 2 

gence ~issions. Planning for such an operation began in 3 

early 1966 and the concept was-epp:-oved by CINCPAC in 

May 1967. 

(2) General. Team RED DRAGON was widely dispers~d on its 6 

infiltration drop on 21 September 1967 . . Difficulty in 

assembling and the loss of one radio caused a 32-day delay 

in the team establishing its first radio contact. Radio 

communications with the team in 1968, as in 1967, were 

generally poor due to atmospheric conditions and frequent 

~etrans~~ssions wer~ necessary. RED DRAGON's security 

status was a matter of question since its initial radio 

contact, and the question continued to plague both US and 

VN case officers throughout the year. While US personnel 

were convinced the team was under NVN control, the VN 

counterpart case officer felt otherwise. This difference 

in opinion had a marked effect on handling of the team until 

June, when a MACV J2/CAS security review indicated the team 

was under hostile control. Maintenance of RED DRAGON was 

further complicated by difficulties in resupply. The team 

was resupplied on 18 March 1968 by PAC aircraft, but the 

limited bombing halt declared on 1 April 1968, prevented any 

further resupply of the team. RED DRAGON, therefore, spent 

much of its time in 1968 searching for survival food and 

was largely unproductive. Although it was conceded the 

team was not useful, nor could it be used in support of 

any diversionary operation, contact was maintained throughout 

1968 because of the VN counterparts' -belief the team was 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

2C 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

secure.' Team was last heard from in June 1969 and is expected 3~ 

to break contact. 

History, MACSOG, "Annex F to MACV 1968 Command History," 
I-4-C- l. (SACS A) 
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u. VOI. ?our agents in!':lt::-at ed on is Octobe::- 196 7 . 

!lo contact ever esta':llished afte::- i :;fil t ::-ation.* 

v. Tea~s 915 a:;d 919 . The teams had been recrui ted i~ t~e :~r:~~ 

and summer of 1968, but had not comple t ed · t::-aini~g at t~e 

time of the 1 ~lovember bombing halt. Team 915 commen=ec train::;; 

at Camp Long Thanh in October and 919 in January 1969. The 

teams were recruited in SVN from persons who had migrated in t~e 195 ~ s 

from NVN to the Danang and Nha Trang areas. Team 915 first 

mission on 12 January was a 10-day infiltration 20 kilooeter 

into Cambodia for a roadwatch mission. The team completed 

a longer, 20 day, mission in February, also into Cambodia. Both 

missions were judged successful. Team 919 performed its first 

9 

1:: 

, " _.:; 

r.Ussion, also into Cambodia, on 9 June 1969. The team was atta=ked 13 

immediately after infiltration and had to exfiltrate with a loss 

of three men. These two teams have remained under the operat "io~al 15 

control of OP-36, Airborne Studies Group. 

5. ~) Summa::-v . Figure B-15 is an abbreviated chronology of 

all recorded long-term agent team infiltrations from 1961 through 

the final insertion in 1967. 

E. (\) STRATA '!'EAi·'. OPERATIONS 

1. (~) General Conduct of Ooerations 

a • . Authorit v . By the original authority message for STRAT~ 

operations** CINCPAC was authorized to approve STRATA missions 

with the Joint Chiefs of Staff an information addressee on all 

messages. CINCPAC approved 15 STRATA targets in a series of 

messages transr.i.itted from May of 1967 until July 1968. (See 

STRATA "Authority" file in SACSA.) Mission numbers were assigr.ed 

by CINCPAC and authority was given to ~rike an approved target 

on more than one mission. 

If ~) History, ;-iACSOG, "Annex G to MACV 1967 Command History," 
p. G-III-4-22 . (SACSA) 

1 _1 (~ Msg, CINCPAC, 1200522 Apr 67. (SACSA) 
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FIGURE B-15 (t) (Cont'd,) 

27. [no name] 23 Apr 64 Air 3. Reinf for Tiii REMUS 

28. AiTILA 

29. LOTUS 

2S Apr 64 Air 6 Captured soon after landin&, Action SS? 

19 ~lay 64 Air 6 Captured, tried by NVN 

30. COOTS 27 ~lay 64 Air 7 Re inf for Tlll TOURBILLON 

31. SCORPION 17 Jun 64 Air 7 C-ptured, tried by NVN 

32. BUFFALO 19 Jun 64 Air 10 Cap~red, tried by NVN 

33. EAGLE 28 Jun 64 Air 6 Jun 68 analysis: Tlll believed under ·NVN 

34. PISCES 

control. 3 men still in Tlll. Inst'd to 
move south, be&an move Nov 68. Still in 
radio contact 69. 

18 Jul 64 Air 6 Reinf for Tiii EASY 

35. PERSEUS 24 Jul 64 Air 7 Reinf for Tlll TOURBILLON 

36. BOONE 

37. ALTER 

29 Jul 64 Air 9 Captured, tried by NVN 

22 Oct 64 Air 4 Reinf for Tiii REMUS 

38. GRECO 14 Nov 64 Air . 7 Reinf for Tiii BELL 
(CENI"AUR Team) (28) Tm destroyed 100ec64 in C-123 crash on 

mrus ALPHA ~lay 65 

Monkey ~lountain, Oa Nan&. See P& II­
J-1, 64 Hi~tory 

5 Part of Tm REMUS inst'd to exfil to 
Laos. Last contact 21Au&65 vie TJ 
78536 7; "Cachin& radio, headin& for 
Vientiane (Laos)." 

39. HORSE ~lay 65 Air 5 Reinf for Tiii EASY 

40. OOG/GEC>::O 17 Sep 65 Air 
(EASY ALPHA) 

9 Re1nf for Tm EASY. Later redesig··Tm 
EASY ALPHA (300ct65). Tlll rejoined 
Tiii EASY in Jul 67. 

C-b-64 
Annex B to 
An'C'lend!.Y. C 

1.S(e) 
3.4(b)(1) 



. (. 
41.VERSE 

42. RO:.IEO 

43. KER.'I 

44. HECTOR 

FIGURE B-15 (C ont' d ), 

7 Nov 65 Air 8 Infil to Tra TOURBILLO~; 2 men killed 
as result of droo . T~ inst'd Tm TOUR­
BILLO~ in road1:atch techniques. 21 
Dec 65, T~ TOURBILLO~ have 3 men to 
Tm \'Er.SE; \"ERSE detached. 27Jul67, 
Hanoi Radio announced capture. 

19 Nov 65 Helo 10 Oct 66 received csg in clear text: 
' 'Rb~IEO ALREADY CAPnJRED ." Last radio 
contact 5Aug68; declared HIA 41'ov6S . 

S ~lar 66 Air 9 1 man killed on drop, last radio con­
tact 5Sep66, dropped 7Dec66. 

22 Jun 66 Helo 15 Reinf 11 men (Tm HECTOR BRAVO) 23 Sep 
66. HECTOR & HECTOR BRAVO never linked 
up. BRAVO dropped 28Dec66. Last con­
tact w/HECTOR 15~-lar67; dropped 26Jun67. 

45. SAf~ON S Oct 66 Helo 8 LZ in Laos. Last radio contact iDec66, 
dropped 1Mar6 7. 

46. TOURBILLON 24 Dec 66 Air 2 Reinf for TOURBILLON. Took in ~iretap 
BRAVO & electronic sensor devices. 

47. HADLEY 

48. NANSEN 

49 . [no name) 

SO. GOLDFISH 

26 Jan 67 Helo 11 LZ in Laos . Foot infil to NVN. Jun 68 
analysis: Tc believed captured soon 
after landing . Used as diversion since 
Jun 67, told to exfil to Laos. ~lar 69 
Tm rept'd they were in Laos again & 
ready for pickup; could not locate . 

22 Apr 67 Helo 17 LZ in Laos. Tm never reached NVN, 
enemy vie LZ, requested exfil. See 
pg G-III-4-15, 67 History . 

21 Aug 67 Air 2 Reinf for Tm RE~~S 

13 Sep 67 Sea l Infil by PLOll~lAN(C) ~fission 327. Agents 
had been recruited from detainees on 
PARADISE. Agents were to remain in­
place 60-90 days & exfil by sea. Never 
contacted . 

51. RED DRAGON 21 Sep 67 Air 7 Widely dispersed on infil. ·us Case Off 
believed Tm under NVN control, VN Case 
Off believed Tm OK as result of Jun 68 
analysis. Radio contact continues in 
Apr 69. 

52. VOI 18 Oct 67 Air 4 No contact ever estab after infil. 
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b. Mission. It was originally inter.ded* that S~RA~A teams 

( . would be well indoctrinated in the SS?~ and leave leaflets ar.d 

posters along the trails in their operational areas. However, 

••• 

in August 1968, SOG directed that STRATA teams no longer be tasked 

with multiple missions on the same operation, e.g., .roadwatch, 

and SSPL distribution. Subsequently, STRATA 

teams were charged with only one mission per infiltration, 

principally: roadwatch, reconnaissance, or 

Distribution of SSPL material was halted as a secondary mission.** 

c. Tyoical Mission. Once a STRATA team had been assigned a 

mission objective and a designated area of operations, the 

selected team was alerted and placed in an isolation area. Con-

current with alerting the team, SOG requested diplomatic 

clearance scheduled C-130 for flight of the 

team from Camp Long Thanh or Danang which was 

the helicopter launch area, and requested helicopter support from 

infiltrated by helicopter. The C-130 landed at 

and ground coordination was effected with helicopter crews 

During coordination, the STRATA 

team changed into NVN uniforms. The helicopters were moved 

adjacent to the C-130, and the team transferred. The helicopter 

flew a selected route to the objective area. An air CAP of 

fighter-bomber aircraft was airborne on an on-call basis to support 

the helicopters and team in the event of emergency. The C-130 

orbited over Laos and acted as an airborne command post until the 

team insertion was declared a success by the case officer. Case 

officer personnel returned to Forward Operating Base (FOB) Danang 

and maintained a radio. listening wa~::-=ror approximately · 48 hours. 

Normal radio communication was then turned over to FOB personnel 

who maintained contact with the STRATA team while the team 

remained in the mission area.••• 

Report, MACJ3, "Ad Hoc Evaluation Group Report," 
BERWORK(C), p.6. (SACSA) 

Historical Summary, Airborne Studies Group, "SOG 
orical Summary," 5 Jan 69, p.11. (SACSA) 
Report, MACJ3, "Ad Hoc Evahlation Group Report," 

T ERWORK ( C) , p .11. (SACS A) . 

14 Feb 1968, 

Annual 

14 Feb 1968, 
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d. Or:zan:izat:ional Chan'1:e. The borr.bfng halt of 1 Novembe:-

1968 restricted any fu:-ther ope:-ations in North Vietnam. The 

final two STRhTA teams to be deployed in the North were exf~lt:-ated 

on 23 October. STRATA assets, including the Monkey Mountain :::'03, 
Studies 

were turned over to OP-35 (Ground I · Group) for employment in the 

PRAIRIE FIP.E and DANIEL BOONE/SALEM HOUSE areas of operation. (The 

operations of the STRATA teams from November until July 1969 

will be covered in the Appendices on Laos and Cambodia.) An 

evaluation by SOG of STRATA operations under OP-35 resulted in ~ 

the teams being returned to the control of OP-36 (Airborne Studies 1: 

Group) on l July 1969. The principal factors prompting the 

return was the d~terioration of training and morale resulting 

from reduced individual attention devoted to the teams under 

the OP-35 arrangement. 

2. ~S) Mission Narratives · - 1967-1968. Only two teams were 

inserted in 1967; one of which was exfiltrated. From January 

1968 until ·the bombing pause of l November, 24 STRATA teams were 

infiltrated into NVN. 

"Twenty teams were successfully exfiltrated with all members, 
three teams exfiltrated r:tinus missing members, and Team 120 has 
been missing in its enti:-ety since 17 May. There were twelve 
meeting engagements with enemy personnel [15 STRATA agents were 
lost] ... Nine intelligence reports were forwarded to higher 
headquarters based upon infor~tion gathered by STRATA teams." 1 

Narratives of all STRATA missions conducted prior to the bombing 

halt of 1 November 1968 are included below••: 

a."STRATA III, composed of 7 VN agents was infiltrated by 
CH-3 helicopter into NVN vicinity of XE 0744 on 240715Z Sep 67. 
Team was to move to roadwatch sites along route 101, vicinity of 
XE 1254 and report real-time intelligence in STRATA Target Area 5. 
Infiltration was accomplished without incident. No enemy contact 
but because of dif~icult terrain, illness of two team members, and 
lack of water, team was emergency exfiltrated by CH-3 helicopter 
vicinity of XE 1048 on 281045Z Sep 67.~ 

b. " STRATA 112, composed of 10 VN agents parachute 
infiltrated into NVN vicinity WE 787854 at ·22192oz Oct 67 on 
STRATA Target 1. Enroute to roadwatch site overlooking junction 

I ~) History, MACS::JG, "Annex F to MACV 1968 Command History," 

'

F-III-4. (SACSA) 
u ) Memo, CINCPAC Staff, "STRATA Teams", undated. 
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of route 15 and 101, team made unexpec:2d cc~tac: with eneny a~:: 
requested exfiltration. ~OU:' exfilt::'atio'1 at:e~~ts by CE-3 hel:­
cooters were unsuccessful. Tea~ last heard ~::'c~ 7 Nov 67. 
Subsequent recon r.lissions failed to locate tea~ and on 11 Jan 6: 
STRATA ·112 was dropped from active agent rolls. 

c. " STRATA III, composed of 8 -vii agents, infiltrated by 
C8-3 helicooter into NVN vicinity XE ll52009 at l 7151l7H Mar 63, 
on STRATA T~rget 7 . Mission of team was to conduct roadwatch 
along Route 196. Infiltration was without incident; team moved c~~ 
the L2 and established cache site off the LZ and established a 
position at XE llSll018 at 171800P.. At 180700n team moved out 
toward roadwatch site and at 181345H contacted two squads local 
militia. After a twenty minute firefight in which three enem~' we::-e 
killed or wounded the team withdrew. Prior to withdrawal team 
heard three explosions believed to be M-14 anti-personnel mines 
previously emplaced by team. Team then established an overnight 
'safe area' and at 1907008 established radio contact with FOB 
Danang. During day of 19 March team observed other enemy 
militia activity but had no further contact \·:i th enemy. Team he a=:: 
three more explosions, believed to be other ?-'.-14 mines, from the 
direction of firefight area. At 2007008 tean contacted 02 FAC 
aircraft. Team made two additional contacts with FAC and on 221CI'.; ·::: 
was visually located by aircraft observer. 'i'eam was extracted b:: :::-:3 
at 231345H, vicinity XE 417016. Team found no evidence to deter~!~e 
whether or not significant infiltration traffic is passing throug~ :~e 
local militia force of less than company size. No regular NVA 
activity noted. 

d. "STRATA 113, composed of 8 VN agents, infiltrated . 
vicinity XE 436125, by CH-3 helicopter on 310835Z Mar 6~, on STP.~:~ 
Target 7A •. Team established radio contact with FOB, Danang and 
reported its position on 0107552 Apr 68. No enemy contact repor:e::. 
Team reported on 0306102 Apr 68 that they had arrived at Base Ca::; 
location, vicinity XE 439105. No enemy contact. On 4 April, te:.=. 
conducted reconnaissance in Base Camp area. Due to lack of ener.i~· 
contact, team mission extended for five ( 5) days in order to pro•:!.::e 
ample time for thorough reconnaissance of Route 1961. On 5 April, 
team reported completion of reconnaissance of Route 1961, no infc::-­
mation furnished (at this time) on results of reconnaissance. Tea= 
exfiltrated from vicinity XE 417121 at 070805Z Apr 68. 

e. " The FAC control of the helicopter insertion or one 
STRATA team (114) and the extraction of another STRATA team (113) 
on the same mission is proving to· be a sound method for control 
of helicopters flying through hostile areas and ·for locating 
L2's. 

f. "STRATA 114, composed of 8 VN agent·s, infiltrated on 
STRATA Target 7B, vicinity XD 484985 at 070747Z April 1968. 
Team contacted FOB, Danang by voice and CW at 0710452 April 
and on 080710Z April and reported its position vicinity XD 474989. 
Team moving toward Route 196, vicinity XD 4599. Team contacted 
FOB, Danang by radio (CW) on 0900152 April, no enemy contact. 
At 0908302 April, team contacted six enemy armed with AK 47 
rifles. No friendly casualties, enemy-casualties unknown. Team 
instructed to move south to Route 196, vicinity XD 4497. 110130Z 
April, team contacted FOB. Team located vicir.ity XD 466992. 
FOB directed team to move south to XD 4696. c:·! radio contacts 
at 1201002 and 1203352 April. Team located XD 458792. Team 
instructed to cross Route 196, vicinity XD 4496, to take pictures, 
emplace mines, and leave leaflets. On 13 April team emplaced !·!-1:; 
mines, left SSPL leaflets and flag vicinity XD 459983 (suspected 

c_ enemy checkpoint). One hour later team he::.rd explosions from the 
direction of the emplaced mines .. Team exfiltrated by CH-3 from 
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vicinity XD 432982 at 15092GZ April. ~::-:'..::~ ex!T!.';:- ::on hc:!.sts 
with jt.:ngle penetrato::-s 1-:e::-e :.:sed fo::- picku;::. !io f:- er:dly 
casual~ies and unknown enemy casualties. Excellent ~S 7~ voice 
and Ci·i co::-.r.lunications established and r.-.ainta!.:;ed t~rc:ighot.:t 
the ooeration. ?ailt.:::-e of enemy to oursue team after contact en 
9 April indicates that enemy troops ~::-e loca! ~!.!itia or have 
specific location, sue~ as way static::, to goard. 

g. "S':'RATA 122, cc:::;:iosed of 4 Vil agents, :!.nfiltrated on 
STRATA 7arget 2, vici::.!.ty XE 363215 at 150523Z. t·'.ay 1968. Radio 
contact established; team leader reported all me~bers well and no 
prob·lems encountered on infiltration. On 16 ~ay, team reported its 
location as XE 354215; stated that upon completicn of the infiltratic:: 
team moved on azi~uth of 265 degrees through rugged terrain, 
observed many trails with footprints and traces with direction of 
travel toward 200 deg::-ees. Team located vicinity XE 354215 and 
reported hearing the firing of heavy weapons (at 152300Z May) 
from an area west of its position (XE 354215). Team plans to re~~in 
at XE 354215 and conduct reconnaissance of area. On 17 May, tea~ 
located XE 352214 and still encountering high rocky terrain. One 
team member reported ill at 1612 30Z May and as a result, team will 
remain temporarily at XE 352214. Team observed jet aircraft strike 
to its West at 1609202 May and another airstrike to the North. No 
secondary explosions. Negative enemy contact. On 180140Z May, 
team reported its location vicinity XE 356214. One team member 
reported ill; FOB provided medical treatment advise via radio. 
Team will move to LZ, vicinity XE 337216 for planned extraction 
on 21 May. On 19 May, team visually sighted at XE 356218 by 
STRATA FAC observer. Team scheduled for extraction 21 May. On 
20 May, team still located vicinity XE 356218. Team extracted 
vicinity XE 3521 at 2205202 May. · Debriefing at FOB, Danang underway. 

" Since one member of the team became ill (later illness was 
diagnosed as severe kidney infection the team determined they could 
not continue mission (rugged terrain couoled with team member's 
illness) on 17 May and team requested /e'xfiltration7 on 22 r-~ay. Frc:: 
17 May until extraction on 22 May the team performed only those 
activities connected with their security, survival, and exfiltration. 
Extraction was accomplished by CH-3, using hoist and jungle · 
penetrator. 

"No enemy contact, no friendly casualties. 

"Since the team did not reach its objective (Route 137) no 
roadwatch information was provided. Some usable information was 
reported concerning terrain, flora, and fauna which possibly could 
be useful survival/evasion/escape information for future operations in 
the area. 

h. "STRATA 111, cocposed of 7 VN agents, infiltrated on STRATA 
Target 7C, vicinity XE 4404 at 1405442 May 68. On 15 May team 
reported its location as XE440036. Negative contact with enemy. On 
16 May 68, team reported its location as XEll38105, no contact with 
enemy, and .team moving on azimuth of 1115 degrees. On 17 May, teac 
located at XE 1149098. Team reported hearing rifle fire at 161015Z 
May at 1,000 meters and 90 degrees from-XE 4112008 and dogs barking 
and rifle fire approxicately 1,000 meters away on an azimuth of 
10 degrees from XE 4112008. Negative enemy contact. Team located 
at XD 1152095 at radio contact 1802115Z r-~ay. Team proceeding on 
heading of 1115 degrees toward Route 196. As of 20 May, tear.i still 
in vicinity XD 1152095, will proceed to roadwatch site. 21 May, 
radio contact continues; team moving on azimuth of 1115 degrees 
toward roadwatch site. On 23 May contact by air to ground vo~ce 
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and FOB to team by C'•! radio. As of 2!:-J)05Z ~:ay :e:.l!! located 
at XD491936; will move to road~atch s!:e at XD 4t4977, On 2500102 
l·'.ay, team 'rogered' for team traffic a:id continued to move to\·rard 
roadwatch site. Last contact 270lb5Z ~ay; ex~ra:tion planned for 
28 May. Team extracted from N~!, vi6i:iity XD518926 at 2904452 May 
68. Debriefing underway at FOE, Cana~~ on 30 ~ay 68. Debriefing 
completed 31 May 1968. 

i. "STRATA 120, composed of 6 VN agents, infiltrated on ST?.ATA 
Target 7D, vicinity XE 5206 at 1405332 . !"!ay 1968. Radio contact 
with FOB established at 1509002 ~ay. Team directed to provide 
situation and location report. · On 16 May team reported location as 
XE 527080 and no enemy contact. Team located at XE 536064 at 
radio contact 170910Z May and reported experiencing difficulty in 
movement because of rocky terrain. Team moving east toward target 
area overlooking SO~G LONG DAI river and LANG MO village. Team 
last heard from on 1709102 May, vicinity XE 536064. Team supposedly 
split into three two man reconnaissance elements to conduct river 
watch. Cor.ununications should be re-established by 21 May; if not, 
planned overflight will be conducted 22 May, with observation aircraft 
using FM radio for air to ground contact. On 22 May negative contact 
with FOB Danang, ABCCC aircraft or 0-2 observer, search continues 
on 22 May. No contact on 23 May; all emergency search and contact 
procedures now in effect. No contact on 24 May. Emergency contact 
procedures still in effect 25 and 26 May; negative contact. Team 
last reported 1709102 May. Emergency contact procedures 
included: Danang FOB single sideband, CW and voice radio broad-
casts on scheduled and unscheduled basis; ABCCC aircraft trans­
missions hourly; blind broadcasts over SSPL transmitter; 0-2 
and A-1 aircraft overflights using FM radio and search for v1<1ual 
signals. Team is presumed missing. 0-2 aircraft overflights will 
continue to look for team on a periodic basis. 

j. "STRATA 113, (8 VN) infiltrated vicinity XE 2631, on STRATA 
Target 2A, on 220424Z May 68. Mission is to conduct roadwatch on 
Route 137. Negative contact with FOB as of 240500Z May. As of 
26003oz May negative contact with FOB. 0-2 aircraft overflight 
scheduled for 26 May. Air to ground contact established 260530Z ~ay 
via 0-2 aircraft. Team located at XE280318; reports difficulty with 
PRC 74 radio. 0-2 observation aircraft flight planned for 25 May; 
STRATA observer will transmit instructions to team via FM radio. 
Team contacted by 0-2 observer aircraft 29 May, vicinity XE 
282326. Resupply will be attempted 30 May. Resupply mission 
cancelled 30 & 31 May due to weather. Team last heard by 0-2 
observer aircraft 29 May, vicinity XE 282326. Team contacted by 
0-2 aircraft on FM radio at 020330Z June. Team reported Base 
camp located at XE 268325 and roadwatch site at XE 310326. On 
2 June team received two (2) resupply bundles in free-fall drop from 
0-2 aircraft. Team reports negative enemy contact and all team 
members safe. Team sched~led for extraction 5 June. Team 
visually sighted by 0-2 aircraft observer 040510Z Jun at extraction 
LZ vicinity XE 279335; scheduled for extraction 7 June. Team 
extracted from vicinity 279335 at 070328Z June 1968. 

k. "STRATA 114 (7 VN) infiltrated vicinity XD 569869, on STRATA 
Target #13, at 060415Z Jun 68. Mission- is roadwatch of R.oute 1036 
(vicinity XD 638848). Contact with team as of 070715Z Jun. Team 
located at XD 596865 as of 0907302 JUN; negative enemy contact. 
On 10 JUN team located vicinity XD 628855; team reported hea~ing 
bombers and rifle fire 0910502 JUN vicinity Y.D 623876 ans XD630733. 
Team reported 1010 30Z JUN vicinity XD 631865. At 100830Z JUN 
team reported hearing many bombs approximately 300 meters from 
their position between 100800Z - 100830Z JUN. A 'no bomb line' 
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coordinates x: 620840, XD 650 8!;0 , XD 6;D870 and !:J 620870 has 
been establis:-.e:: !:; their area e:"!'ec:1 ·1e 110225Z J;;~;. Tea::: reporte~ 
:::any trucks 1~ area moving sou:~ on l::sooz J ~l . A r.ew 'nc be:::~ l!~ e· 
estaolishe:: :·:: :236, XD 6283, a:1d XD · 5534 , e f !'ective 120300Z ::::1. 
At 12130QZ : :;: : :eam repartee (!' :- om vi:!.nity XD 634835) a tr!...tck park / 
:::.otor pool i:o area XD 6378 45. Tea_r.! reported t ruck convoys ( cf 
30 vehicles ea:~ ) :::oving on road between 1330Z and 2100Z hcurs .. 
Trucks appeare:: :o be heavily loaded ~ilit ary trucks. Ai r strikes 
in area have r.:: hit road. At 121315Z JUN team reocrted t~at team 
leader, Ass't :eam leader, and one (1) radio operator had not returnee 
from reconnaissan:e. Team co!'1ta~ted ?03 140200Z JUN from · 
vicinity XD 61L:55 and reported that the three missing tea~ members 
apparently cc:;ta::ed enemy dur1 !'1 g morning hours of ·12 JUN. s~all 
arns fire and ~renade explosic!'1 s were heard at base camp by the other 
four team me:::oers. No contact with three (3) missing members. 
Team (-) locate:: by STRATA observer in 0-2 aircraft at XD 608868 on 
140550Z Jm!. ':'ea.::; moving west to extraction LZ. On 15 JUN team 
(-) contacted vicinity XD 613866 by aerial observer; team continuing 
to move to ::...z, ::o enemy contact reported. Team (-) contacted FOB 
Danang at 1603302 and 160700Z and reported location as XD 597865. 
?earn (-), four i!'1digenous members extracted vicinity XD 597865 
at 180818Z J UN . 

1. "STRAT.!. 1:5. (7 CAMB) infiltrated vicinity WE 629911, in 
STRATA Target .-.rea #11, at 190535Z June. Mission is roadwatch 
trail activity •1icinity WE 715900. Negative radio contact as of 
210550Z June. :eam visually sighted at 220530Z June at WE666906. 
Team contacted 0-2 aircraft on FM radio and sent coded message to 
STRATA air observer. Team contacted by radio 24 June at WE700920; re­
supply schedule~ for 250900Z June. Resupplied 26 June. Enemy 
contact 27 Ju::e •:ic WE 711925. No friendly casualties; one enemy 
KIA and two \·:r.:.. Team position compror.U.sed; exfiltrated 290719Z 
June 1 68. The exfiltration CH-3 received three hits from small 
arms approxi~ately 1 KM from LZ; no casualties. 

m. "STRATA lll. (7 VN) infiltrated vicinity XD 557921, in STRATA 
Target Area 13~ . at 200531Z June. Mission is roadwatch of Route 
1036. At 21023:3 June, team reported its location at XD 568912; 
negative ene~y contact, team moving toward roadwatch position on . 
Route 1036. Tea~ visually located at XD 557921 when contacted 220030Z 
June; negative e::emy contact. Team contacted by radio 240145Z June, 
location XD 629:94; negative enemy contact . Enemy contact 24 June 
vie Y.D 642893; :aid mines and withdrew. Mines exploded shortly after 
withdrawal. Te~~ safe vie XD 598890. Team reported safe 27 June, 
moving toward :::-esupply DZ vie XD 586894. Second enemy contact 
300925Z June vie ~ 572902. One friendly WIA, estimate 3 enemy WIA 
(oossibly DIA). Exfiltrated 300711Z June 1 68 vie XD 568893, 
circumstances su:-:::-ounding the wounding of one team member and 
inconsistencies noticed during debriefing have lead to the confinement 
of the team ~e=bers during investigation by a SVN security agency and 
their removal frco the STRATA Program. 

n. "STRATA ll7 (7 CAMB) infilt:::-ated into NVN vicinity XD 440932, 
on STRATA Target #7E at 270538Z June. Mission was to observe, 
report, and reccrd amount and identity..of all traffic utilizing Rte. 
196. Radio CO'-~a:t was established with FOB Danang and at 290600Z 
team reported i:s location as XD 472948; . no enemy contact. On 30 
June tea:n repc:-:ed its location as XD 464955; no enemy contact. 
On 2 July, tea::: established roadwatch site at XD 439780; nothing 
significant re~cr:ed. On 3/4 July, from a roadwatch site at XD 
389750, team re~c:-ted 'no enemy traffic of any description observed'. 
Tea.'U actually p~:rolled road and saw no evidence of recent use. 
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On 5 July, team reported from v:cinity ~D 435002; no enemy 
contact. Team exfiltrated fro~ vicinity X~ 435002 at 060736Z 
July. Upon completion of debr:!.efing it ;:as decided that the 
portion of Rte. 196, designated as STRA7~ Target 7E, is no longer 
considered a lucrative target for STRATA operations. 

o. "STRATA 118 (7 VN) infiltrated into NVN vicinity XE 297376 
in STRATA Target #2B, at 0709312 JUL 68; no enemy contact. Mission: 
roadwatch on Rte 137. At 1002302 Jul, team contacted FOB Danang 
and reported no enemy contact. At 1006152 JT.JL, team reported to 
STRATA aerial observer that they had mad~ contact anj were pursued 
by enemy troops; reporteu all team members safe. Team emplaced 
M-14 mines in area and withdrew to vicinity XE 295370. Team 
directed to move to vicinity X.:: 284351 for extraction. At ll0230Z 
JUL, team reported all members safe and located at XE 305370. On 
12/13 JUL, team continued to evade ene~y enroute to extraction 
site located vicinity AE 284351. Team extracted from vicinity 
XE 292366 at 140825Z JUL 68, Team did not accomplish its surveil-
lance mission of Rte 137. Roadwatch mission against Rte 137 reschet~::: 
for on or about 30 JUL 68. 

p. "STRATA 94 (7 VN) infiltrated into NVN, vicinity XD 594824, on 
STRATA target Nl3B, at 130652Z JUL 68. Mission: roadwatch Rte 
1036 (Bat Lale Road). 15 July radio contact established; team 
reported being pursued by enemy, no casualties. At 161040Z JUL, 
team reported its location as XD 612827. On 21 JUL, team reported 
that it had established base camp at XD 618825; three team members 
conducted reconnaissance for roadwatch site. Base camp team · 
members reported hearing small arms and explosion from direction of 
three recon members. Last contact 210855Z JUL. On 23 JUL team 
reported that the three recon members rejoined remainder of team 
at base camp; no friendly casualties. Recon element reported (1) 
that it was unable to reach proposed roadwatch site because of ener.i;• 
security in area; (2) identified two other enemy-used trails 
and (3) distributed SSPL materials and took photos of area in 
vicinity of Rte 136. Team located vicinity XD 614833 on 24 Jul. 
On 26 JUL team located vicinity XD 594823; extraction scheduled 
for 28 JUL. Team extracted from vicinity XD 594823 at 280742Z JUL c:. 
Team failed to accomplish primary mission of roadwatch on Rte 
1036. Secondary mission of distribution of SSPL material 
accomplished. During debriefing,·interrogation response variance 
among team members resulted in the credibility of the team becoming 
questionable. Further interrogation, evaluation and remedial 
training underway. 

q. "STRATA 93 (7 VN) infiltrated into NVN, vicinity XE 202458, 
on STRATA target #4, at 1506452 JUL 68. Mission: roadwatch on 
Rte 101. Located vicinity XE 196467 at 151005Z JUL; reported terrai~ 
conditions difficult. At 1607452 team reported its location vicinit7 
XE 198488; one team member sustained leg injury in fall from steep 
cliff. On 21 JUL, team moved to vicinity XE 194476; because of 
injured team member and rough terrain team scheduled for extraction 
on or about 23 JUL. On 17 JUL, team reported a water shortage and 
requested, thru STRATA aerial observer, directions to nearest 
water. Team was informed that water a'lailable at XE 193467. 
Team failed to locate water. On 18 and 20 Jul aerial resupply of 
water attempted; in both instances resupply unsuccessful as water 
containers were broken upon impact. Team then directed to move to 
extraction site vicinity XE 194476 and on 23 JUL, team extracted 
from vicinity XE 196473. Team 93 failed to accomplish assigned 
mission or roadwatch on Rte 101. 
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r. "STRATA 115 (7 VN) infilt:-ated into NVN, vicinity WE 739891 
at 2105302 JUL 68, on STRATA Target #llA. !-!ission: conduct 
reconnaissance and roadwatch on unnu~bered routes vicinity ~E 
710923. Team located at WE 727906 at 2208172 Jul; no enemy . 
contact. Team located vicinity WE 729911 as of 2407002 Jul 68; 
no enemy contact. Team located vi-cinity WE 726912 on 25 Jul; 
no enemy contact. On 26 Jul, team located vicinity WE 722917; no ene~~ 
contact. Team located vicinity WE 714 _920 on 27 Jul; resupply 
scheduled for l Aug. Team visually sighted by STRATA aerial 
observer on 31 Jul in vicinity WE 691911; air to ground radio contact 
established. On 1 Aug, Al-G resupply aborted when team reported DZ 
insecure; tear:i directed to move to vicinity WE 740890. Last 
reported location WE 691912 as of l Aug. On 4 Aug team reported 
location vicinity WE 715892; visual and radio contact established 
with FAC aircraft on 6 Aug 68. Extraction planned for 9 Aug. 
Last reported location was WE 745891 as of 8 Aug. Team believed 
to have had contact with enemy forces 7-9 Aug vicinity WE 738891. 
Aerial search for team underway 9 Aug. Adverse weather 9 thru 11 Aug 
affected visual search. Aerial observer believed he sighted team 
vicinity WE 740880 on 12 Aug; observer received beeper signal on 
URC 10 radio and observed panel atop a 60 ft. tree. Adverse 
weather in area on 12/13 Aug; extraction planned for 14 Aug. 
T~ree (3) team members . extracted from vicinity WE 696825 at 
1407322 Aug 68; search will be conducted for four (4) missing 
members. 

"Highlights from debrief of team 115: Team observed movements of 
15 enemy groups (20-30 men each) on 061030Z Aug; team was located 
WE 742890 and enemy troops were moving along stream bed from NE to S~L 
At 070330Z Aug, an. enemy platoon moved into team base camp vicinity 
WE 7·42890. Ten minutes firefight resulted in one team member WIA 
and left behind. Three other missing team members last seen 
during firefight. Prior to evacuation surviving team members 
distributed SSPL material vicinity WE 711923. Team accomplished 
primary mission in locating terminus unnumbered four meter wide 
road (previously reported 8 J~l 68) at vicinity WE 711924. Secondary 
mission of locating truck park vicinity WE 728913 also 
accomplished (area was located but no evidence of personnel or 
vehicle activity). Additional mission of distribution SSPL material 
was also accomplished at WE 711923. E and E techniques used by 
the three survivors proved sound; E and E route provided sufficient 
food and water. From all indications the three missing team 
members are still evading; aerial search efforts will be continued. 

s. "STRATA Team 119 (6 VN) infiltrated in NVN, vicinity XD 575921 
at 290558Z Jul 68, on STRATA Target #l3C. Mission: roadwatch on 
route 1036 from vicinity XD 660945. On 31 July, team located 
vicinity XD 604924; team reported hut and watch tower vicinity r.D 
595724, no enemy contact. As of l Aug, team located vicinity 
XD 614397; no enemy contact. Team located vicinity XD 627934 on 
2 Aug; negative enemy contact. Team located vicinity XD 637937 
as of 4 Aug; no enemy contact. On 6 Aug, team reported observing 
3 anti-aircraft guns fired from vicinity XD 676944 and enemy 
security force in vicinity XD 680950; team located vicinity XD 
666194. On 7 Aug team reported observtng two cars/carts vicinity 
XD 586846. On 8 Aug team reported sound of estimated enemy 
platoon firing AK weapons and reported hearing the firing of two 
rounds of artillery. Team located vicinity XD 653945 on 9 Au~. 
Team moved toward extraction site vicinity XD 590920; extraction 
planned for 13 Aug. On 10 Aug, team reported enemy search party in 
area; extraction planned for 13 Aug . . vicinity XD 590920. On 12 
Aug, team located vicinity XD 602921. Team reported two members 
separated from the rest of team (cause unknown); because of advers• 
weather in area extraction scheduled for 14 Aug. Four (4) team 
members extracted from vicinity . XD 584926 at l _40908Z Aug 68; 
search will be conducted for two (2.) missing members. 

· C-b-73 
Annex B to 
Appenc!!.x C 



( .. 

~~.~ ~ 
~ 

"Highlights ~rem init!al debrief surv!ving mecbers of tear.: !!~ 
Team leader and scout deoarted on recon,at 100060Z Aug fro~ v!c:~ 
XJ 62837. Team (-) hear~ ~eo voices at 100700Z Aug in vicin!ty ~ __ 
ca~p; team (-) evaded, thus became separated from other two (rec:~ 
party) mer.:bers. '..lhile e·1ac!ng tear.: observed new trails in area, :·.: : 
trucks vicinity XD 6880~4; t~o new roads suspected to be by-pass 
routes for ~te 1036, anc observed ~any wood-cutters clearing ares. 
':'earn ernplaced. f.'.-14 mines vicinity "AD 657944 and distributed SS?:. 
caterial vicinity XD 6599~0. Team took photos throughout area ~~ 
vicinity of XD 575924, XJ 585919, XD 590923 and XD635935. Other 
pictures taken but film in possession of team leader who is MIA. 

t. "STRATA Team 116 (7VN) infiltrated into NVN, vicinity XD 
585845 at 05oe1oz Aug 68 on STRATA Target Nl3D. Mission: captur~ 
!IVA prisoner and place i'·'.-14 rr.ines on . routes of military traffic. 
No radio contact on 6/7 Aug. Team located vicinity XD 625844 as c~ 
8 Aug. On 10 Aug, team located vicinity XD 651837 . Team located 
vicinity XD 634845 on 11 Aug. Extraction scheduled for 15 Aug; 
last radio contact 11 Aug 68. Team located XD 592327 on 15 Aug; 
extraction planned for 16 Aug. Team extracted for vicinity 
XO 592828 at 160709Z Aug 68. 

"Team had no visual or physical enemy contacts. Prior to 
extracticn team located and investigated deserted "settlement". 
Area contained several supply; personnel and comma bunkers, and 
several buildings. Settle~ent appeared to have been recently 
used; team booby-trapped commo bunkers with claymore mines. 
Team did not accomplish primary mission of capturing a prisoner 
nor were they able to observe Rte 1036. This was team 116's first 
mission; reporting on settlement area/camp site was thorough 
and complete to include photos and sketch. 

u. "STRATA Team 118 (6. VN) infiltrated into NVN, vicinity XE 
264313 at 060544Z Aug 68 on STRATA Target N2C. Mission: roadwat:::-. 
on Route 137 from vicinity XE 330180. As of 8 Aug, team located 
vicinity XE 268306. On 11 Aug, team located vicinity XE 281307 
and reported being chased by enemy. Team located vicinity XE 
287307 as of 14 Aug. On 15 Aug team located XE 293304 and reporte: 
enemy (unknown size) in area. On 17 Aug team reported they had 
observed an estimated ene~y Bn. moving NE to SW at XE 298304; te~~ 
located vicinity XE 291301. Team visually sighted, at XE 263314 
at 200700Z Aug by STRATA aerial observer; voice contact establis~e:: 
at same time. Team extracted from vicinity XE 26414 at 210641Z 
Aug 68. 

"Debriefing highlights: Team reported visual and/or physical 
contacts with enemy personnel on 15, 16, 17 and 18 Aug. On 15 
Aug three team members on recon observed NVA soldiers fleeing frc= 
airs trikes vicinity XE 313321 to XE 296296; airs trikes lasted se 1.·er::.2. 
hours with sorties of two jets striking approximately every twent:: 
minutes. About 30 NVA soldiers (carrying four wounded) moved tc~·::..:-:: 
recon site on morning of 16 Aug; enemy dressed in black uniforms, 
armed with AK-47's, BAR's and mortars. Recon element was seen b:: 
enemy and then recon element withdrew. 

"At 161130Z Aug the team members went out to observe Rte. 137; 
located an enemy base ca=.p vicinity XE ~97302. Four enemy soldiers 
approached team, fired on team and team withdrew from vicinity 
XE 293301. Enemy searched for team members throughout the night. 

"On 18 Aug while three team members were taking photos vicini ~:: 
XE 306313 a comoany of enemy appeared; team withdrew after short 
fire-fight (unknown number enemy casualties; no friendly casualt~es~; 
team emplaced M-14 mines along route of withdrawal. 
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"Duri~g the period 1723002 - 180050L Aug team observed body 
of troops (270 by count, more not counted) moving SW, vicinity 
XE 29829 ~ . on trail parallel to ~te. 137. Troops were dressed in 
black U!".!.:'orr:1s, carried machine guns, AK-47's, 50 cal MO, mortar-s, 
and larger unidenti:'ied weapons . 

"Tear. ;.:as not ab le to observe ~e. 137; observed several us ab le 
trails paralleling ~te. 137. SS?L material was placed at XE · 
306313; photos taken throughout ar-ea; M-14 anti-personnel cines 
emplaced vicinity A=: 306313 and XE 300310. Team reported that 
enemy voices heard spoke with South Vietnamese accents. 

v. "S'!'~A'!'A Team 94 (7 VN) inf!.ltrated into NVH, vicinity XD 
568868 at 140915Z Aug 68 on STRATA Target #13E. f.Ussion: · 
Roadwatc~ ~te. 1036. Team located XD 563859 on 15 Aug. On 
16 Aug team located Y.D 556862; reported contact with enemy 
platoon at XD 581781 on 140830Z Aug. Team extracted from vicinity 
XD 565860 at 180805Z Aug 68. 

"Debriefing highlights: On 14 Aug, four (4) NVA soldiers armed 
with AK-47's entered team base camp; during a three minute verbal 
exchange ;JVA soldiers urged STRATA team personnel to surrender. 
Team ope~ed fire and killed all four enemy personnel. Team then 
wi thdre1,· f:-om base camp after receiving. approximately 500 rounds 
of small arms fire from estimated enemy platoon. During with­
drawal team emplaced thirteen (13) M-14 anti-personnel mines along 
withdra·,:al route; no SSPL material distributed. 

w. "STRATA Team 93 (7 VN) infiltrated into NVN vicinity XE 
247483, on STRATA Target #4A, at 310806Z AUG. Mission: Roadwatch 
Route 101. No radio contact on l SEP. On 2 SEP, team reported 
enemy activity vicinity XE 252495. On 3 SEP, team reported 
negative enemy contact; established roadwatch site vicinity XE 
249512. At 061420Z SEP, team reported hearing artillery fire to 
North of roadwatch site; team was unable to contact ABCCC aircraft 
on 6 SEP. Team reported following information on 7 SEP; from 
roadwatch site at 249512. Team observed 16 covered transport trucks 
moving E to W at 031200Z SEP. Trucks moved approximately 30 KM 
PH and traveled ten minutes apart. Team further reported that 
one infantry squad patrols Route 101 eact.day. Team also reported 
one bor~ strike on Rt. 101 near roadwatch site. On 8 SEP, team with­
drew froo roadwatch site due to enemy activity in area; no enemy 
contact. On 9 SEP, team reported observing two trucks moving 
E to W at 09l240Z SEP; no enemy contact. Team located vicinity 
XE 238512 on 10 SEP; no enemy contact. On ll SEP, team located 
vicinity XE 263517; reported enemy patrols in area, on contact with 
enemy. On 12 SEP, team located vicinity . XE 268513; no enemy 
contact. Team extracted from vicinity XE 268513 at l40635Z SEP. 

x. "STRATA Team 116 (8 VN) infiltrated into NVN vicinity XD 
557921, on STRATA Target #13F, at 090655Z SEP. Mission: 111111111111111 

?n 14 SEP, first radio contact (voice to FOB~ 
reportea ~ocation vicinity XD 595926, no enemy contact. Team 
established base camp at XD 557921; ambush site established nearby 
to attet::"Ot No radio contact 15/16 SEP. 
On 17 SEP, team reported termination or-ambush site; no enemy 
activity in area, and team now patrolling vicinity XD 589920 in 
effort to locate enemy and No enemy contact 
or activity through 19 SEP. Extraction on 2~ SEP cancelled due 
to adverse weather; team located and visually sighted at LZ site 
vicinity XD 557923 on 21 SEP. Team extracted from vicinity XD 
557923 at 230710Z SEP. Mission of not accomplished. 
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y. "STRATA Team 92 (8 VN) infiltrate¢ into :;vN vicinity WC: 

714777, at . 150502Z SC:? on STRATA Target #llE. Mission: area recon­
naissance. No radio contact t h rough 17 SE?. On 18 SEP, team 
reported suc~essful insertior., establish:nent of cache site at \·iE 
715799, slow movement because of difficult terrain, from vicinity 
WE 711798 (on 17 SEP) heard three rouncs Li·:G fire and several 
artillery explosions approximately-one mile east of their position. 
On 19 SEP, team reportedly on heavily used trail vicinity WE 
712793. On 21 SEP, team reported havi~g been pursued by enemy 
during night of 21 SEP. On 22 SEP, team reported its location at 
WE 724823 and' reported two enemy companies using trail in area; 
further reported having emplaced Ml4 mines and heard subsequent 
explosions during night 21/22 SEP; no enemy contact. Team 
reported its location at WE 720860 as of 240030Z SEP. On 25 SEP 
team located WE 718860, reported negative enemy contact. Team 
located at WE 698883 on 26/27 SEP; no enemy contact. Team 
extracted from vicinity WE 713825 at 280517Z SEP. 

NOTE: Subsequent to the 1 November 1968 stand-down STRATA assets 
were retrained/reoriented for operations in the PRAIRIE 
FIRE/SALEM HOUSE areas of operation. Operations commenced 
in the PF/SH AO's in December 1968. · 

3. ·(~) Mission Su~arv. A summary of all STRATA operations• 1 

until the bombing halt can be seen in Figure B-16. 2 

4. (~) STRATA Tar~ets. Fifteen STRATA targets were approved by 3 

CINCPAC. Figure B-17 identifies the targets and outlines MACSOG 

justification in each case.• 

5. ~) Target Locations. Figure B-18•• is an abbreviated list 

of the 24 STRATA missions conduc~ed in 1968. Figure B-19•• is a 

chart showing the target area of each mission conducted. (The 

two missions conducted in 1967 and not included on the chart were 

directed at target areas 5 and 1, respectively.) 

•• 
bid. 

) History, MACSOG, "Annex F to MACV 1968 Command History," 
F-III-4. (SACSA) 

C-b-.'1 v Annex B to 
Anniandix C 

7 

s 

10 



I' r 
hrs•\ 

Dulanatloo 

•5 

11 

11 

11A 

m 

91C 

1111 

12 

82A 

Ill 

Ill 

ll}A 

Loc:atloo 

u 1]5] 

VI 8T8o 

.,,. '52009 

D 'J61~ 

ID "8~98, 

D~ 

D 5206 

n 363215 

D :!16]1 

ID )69669 

VI 115900 

ID 551921 

' 

,... .. 
Dulanatloa 

Ill 

112 

lll 

U] 

11' 

lll 

120 

1n 

llJ 

11' 

u' 
lll 

att~ 1141 u. 

T 

10 

8 

& 

8 

l 

6 

& 

T 

l 

8 

rICUR!! 11 - 16 J 
~ or llTllATA n#P'CIU.TIC*B (u) 

Jn.fl l trattd 

2' ll<p 6T 

2) Oct 67 

lT Har 68 

]l Har 68 

l ,\pr 68 

1' ""1 68 

1' Mor 68 

15 ""1 68 

22 Hq 68 

6 Jua 68 

19 , ... 68 

20 Jun ·68 

Dolt 
b!lllrohd 

~ ll<p 6T 

2'J Har 68 

T Apr 68 

15 Apr 68 

29 Mor 68 

22 Mor 68 

l '"" 68 

18 Jua 68 

29 '"" 68 

)0 J11n 68 

•; - b.7ta 

C~nl• 

ra..r1e11c .. urtu.ratton due to lack or vat.er •nd tllne••· 

lla,h\ raradaute lnf'tllntton. Te .. a.a.de uneaptocted coniac t 
vtth e~. La1t cont.act. T Mov 61. Strtcken rro. act.he 
rolh 10 Jan 68 . 

lo al1nJflc ... t acthttl ... 

lo l11nlflc1U1t actlrlll11 . 

!tw111 conte.ctJ DO frhndl.1 ca1\laltteo1 crw111 unknown. 
r:..plac...t M-1' •Ince. PRC·l' wolco IUld CV contact -tnt.alned 
throu&hou t utl ra opera t I on. 

lo ot.,,itlcaat actlrlt1111 DO ••"If contact. 

A1 ot ll Mq, rw1allt• ene.,. cont.act . lfo cont.act atnce 
1T09lot ...,_, rlclnlt7 I.I ))6o6lt . ,... .. alool1141. 

lo U'9'11Q' contact. ho. e•lract.ed due lo 1llne11 Of onf. te ... 
... ber. 

lleoupplltd "1 0-2 (fl"ff · fill bundle drop). Mloolon utendcd 
ti ... daJ'a for neon or Rte. 1961. lo •lantrlcant actl•ltlu; 
DO •ne.:J contact. 

lo cont.act Hhblhbtd l June . llo •n"IJ conhct. 0
'110 "'*b 

line" 11te.blhhc4 to protect te... Tc .. l .. dtr, auhl1U1t 
to .. luder and rodto operator alulna olnce 12 June. Te .. 
conducted ........... tcb OD Rte 10]6. ,... .. ObHr .. d cOnWJ• on 
llte 10)6 and localed truck park and .otor pool 1t Xo6]76~2. 

lluupplld :>6 JU11c, VJAr A-1. !nc""1 cont.act ~ Juncl no 
frltndl,J eUll&JllCll tnC'IJ CU\laltlco W\knovn. TeOIO locollon 
comp.-J.oc41 H.flltroted 29 JW>e . 

EnC'IJ coat.ct on 2' June •. llo frlcndl7 cu ... ltlu; enc111 
cuualttco unknown. Enc111 cont.ct on 29 June1 one tc .. 
•eeber VU; •netll' ca1ualU11 three VU po11lble nA. h .. 
utncte4 JO JuM. Clrc..atenc .. 11arrowwllng the voundln« 
Of ooe teM eirttbcr and lncon1hlencle1 noted durt"" debrief ... 
lftl ha•e lt:a4 to the f,..OTf\} O( lhll \t'n• rn.m lhc GnV~fA 

""°Kraa. )\&rther lnwc1llt•Uon undet'Vf\1• 

~ 
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,.,....A•t To• 
Deolanallon Location bo111-uon 9tnnclb 

en ID "°9)2 UT T 

921 n mn6 au.a l 

91]1 11) 59io82' 19' T 

B' n 202')8 191 T 

l 

SlU w TJSl991 1115 T 

noUM ._l,,, (Cont'd) 

Date 
11\llHraUd b.tlltra"4 

27 Jwt (,8 6 J.U (,8 

T Jul 68 I' J.U 68 

l] Jul 68 ~ Jill. 68 

15 J.U 68 2) J.U 68 

21 Jill 68 1, Aus 68 

·J-1 · - (I'll 

C-nh 

lo en~ cootact. -dw•tch olte Ht•bllohod Rlo 196. "o 
en~ traffic or o.iv dcocrlptlon oboor~•d 4W"I"'! period 1·5 
J~. Toaa octuallJ' patr..llt4 road ond oov no ••ldtne< .or 
recent"'"•· Upbn cospletlon or de-brlr(Jn~, tt v.-• dccldrd 
that tho portion or Rlo 196 dOll~notod H STllATA Tnrr.ot Tt 
l• no loncer con1tdrred • lucr•tl•e t.arart for STRATA 
op1ntlon1. 

H1aolon: -dvalcb or ftto 1)1. !nt109 contact 10 Jul,J; "·I~ 
•ln•• e-mrplaced; no c•1ualtlc1 . Traa pur1utd by cntlQ' 10-1] 
Ju.1.JI 1uccc11tu.ll7 ended e.nd eatractrd lit July. "o ca1ual­
tte1; roadvatcb a .hlloll not accospll1hrd. 

M111lon1 -.tvotch or ftt.e lOJ. Tua unobh lo utablloh 
ro&hatch •It• becouoe or OD~ tocurlt7 In th• ..... T ... 
14eottrte4 tvo other •n•lllJ·U .. d trollo In oroo, 4Jotrlbutod 
Mn. •terlal on4 took photo or o.r•o In vicinity or Rlo 
10]6. haa hlled to occa.plloh prl-17 olulon or road­
-tcb. btraclod ~ J"17 . 

M111l0DI -dwolcb or ftla 101. On 16 Jul7, ono ltoa 
.. alter ouotalnod t.1 lnJU<Jl on ll Jul7, lfu roporlo4 o 
1ho1'1.&4e of voter. On 19 an4 20 July, oorlal rHuppl.Jr or 
water atte-pt.ed ln both tn1ta.nce1 rt1upplJ un1uccr1d'\ll vhrn 
water eont.ataer1 v1re broken on tape.ct. 'hu r1lracted 
~ JlllJ'I i.e .. railed to occo.plloh aulsnod olaolon. 

M.J11ton1 flo&dvatch on unn\9berc-4 route• Y1clnlty \It 81092). 
T•aa oboene4 11<>v.-nt1 or 15 en~ sroupe (:'0-)0 .. " u<h) 
110rl"1 S. vlolnlty W T~:.-690 on 6 Auguot. Tu• •04!•,.•4 In 
firefight vlth on•"1 plot.ex. on T Aue:uol. Th••• t<oa .. •bort 
MJA ao ro1111t of flrorl1ht. T•- accaoopl loh•4 prl......, 
•l11lon or locatlnc \erwtnu1 u.nr"•bered road vtclnltf V! 
l11?2l· leoondary olulon or locallnc truck perk, •l<lnlt7 
11• T"69ll aoca.plloh... Additional ot11ton or dl1trlbull114 
19PL -hrlal accompllobe4 at \IE lll92). llcporto or 4•brlor· 
to4Joate that throe olo1 ln1 teaa onbero an oll ll ova4tncl 
aerial H&rcll vlll lie continued. 

Aflfu'X I' In 

"''Jll'lltlt. 1: 

~ 



1 · 

hr!l•t Teoaa 
De a I an• ti oe Loco ti oa 0.algnatloa Slrfl>ltb 

Sl)C ID 51)9?1 Sll9 6 

Sl)D ID 5858'5 ru6 T 

12C D ~lll au.8 6 

Sl)! XD 5(,8668 19' T 

JI"" 

nOU!IE ! -16~) (Coat '4) 

Diile 

ll'flltra~ b.llllnl•4 

29 J.U (,8 H Aui1 68 

5 Aue 68 16 Aue 68 

6 A .. 611 21 A.. 68 

l' Aue 68 18 Aue 68 

. · b - f l,. I: 

CQllmltntt 

IClulon : llo...S•nlch c-r Rte lO]G, vlclnllJ ID (,(,()<}~5. On 10 
Au,:uot, Lr.• lr~kr anJ 1coul MOwc4 01.1l on rC'con •t :i:"tlon : 
1hortl.7 a.Iler, rnr.IQ' rorce aic>ftd t nto bait' ca•p •re• and 
rc .. lndrr or h ·•· evftdtd. Rrcon pnrly nl'!•tr rcJc;lnr.d trQ.91 . 
Vhl le cr.sdtng uln bod.J or entlQ' troop•, le•• obncrwt-d nl"V 
trail• ta arcni tvo lruckc, Y1c1n1 lJ 10 688?]~ ; two new 
ro.i1 1u1pecled •• btlnt "7-ra•• route• ror Ate lOJG; and 
!)b1erw4 11&1\J voodcut'tcr1 clearing area. Tc lVI t"11placcd til - llt 
alnu, •lclnll7 ID 6591~0 and took photo of nrr>, •lclnlly 
ID 515?2,, ID 585919, ID 5909~) and ID 6J59)). Ctarch "111 
b4 conductt'd for tvo •h1lng -.e•bcr1 . 

Mh1lon1 Capture IVA prl1oh('r and place M- llt •lnf'I on rouh" 
or aJlHa.rr tnrr1c. Te ... had no wtaual or ph11tcnl tllC'llf1 

contact. localed d'-'ICrted tneq 11 lt cont.at nt "t OC'f'H-.1 
a-> 1 ptflOMel, cc.mo bunker1 and 1everal bullt!tng1. Tc Ml 

l>oobJ-trepped c.-> blU\l<er vi th clny.,r• •Into. Tea• did not 
accoeplloh prlmry aJulon. 

lllaalon 1 -dvatcb or ft to l)T. En..., conloct on 16 AU&"al; 
alter ahort Clreflght vllh four •nnq, l<H dthclrtv. On 18 
Aucv.et, wt.Ile three te .. •c11Wre vere pholographtns are•, a 
CCJ9P011J or enc111 appeared! after 1hort Clr•Claht, tcu with· 
4rev ..,.. • .,1ace4 M·l' •lnu alone roul• or vllhdrowal . 
Dw-lnc ntp.t of 11-18 Auguat, t .. • oburved c00opo111 or cn.-y 
(710 bJ eow1t) aovlnc 61:, -.tclnlt'y XE 296?9'• on troll por · · 
alltl 11\At llT. Troopa vera dnou4 In blnck on<l carrltd l«lo, 
il·'T•, mrt.&r1, a.n4 lu1er, unldenUChd veepont . &.10 t.o 
he•"J' ene.v act.lvllJ ln area, le .. not. able to co:1ducl road · 
vatcb on ltto l]TJ obHr .. 4 oe••nl unuoobl• lrolla P"••ll<I · 
Inc ltto l)l. 

ltlaolon1 b4wotch of ftte 10)6. On 1' Auau•t, Cour lfVA 
ool4Jero .,_4 vllh All:·'T•, entered bue c .. p; during o 
thrt•·•lnwte -.erbal cach•n,.•, WY.A peraoMel W'flCd STRATA tcG.111 
to 111rrtnder. Teu then opened Ctn and killed all tour 
·- peroonnel. Tu• th•• vlthclrN r,._ baae '"'"P oiler 
recel rlrc h••YJ' •-u ar•• ttre troe eatt .. ted. ent:IQ' platoon. 
IW'ln& vlth4.rftval, tua •'"Plocc4 1) IC· I' ~ alnto along vllh· 
4.raval toute. ftoedvatch •h•lon not acccwp) t Ghtd. · 

"''fl • ' l Ii I II 
A1•ru·n · ll .• 1· 

~ 
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hl°A•\ 

,.._ 
O.oiiNiiic:iii -IA>Catlca lleli1notloo SU-...~h 

"' ll ~Ti.II) 891 T 

1)7 m '51921 llW a 

IW va n'm 192 II 

S211 D 38'18) 19' 6 

,,., 

n<Mll 1-1~ (eont'4) 

Dolt. 
JoirfHntc<i - - txtlHiii~ 

)1 A"C 68 1, Sq 68 

9 Sq 68 ~Sq fill , 

1, Sq 68 l!8 kp 68 

' o.:\ 68 Re Oct 68 

,.·b·"~d 

c~nta 

IUoolonl -ctv.tch or u. 101. On ) lleptubor r...,. ...,..4_ 
-tell 11to Hlolllhhe4, D 2'951?, , ... reported obo•r•l"8 
16 tru•-• ..,,,,,. I to v, )O loorh tn .. unc 10 •lnutH ftJ"'rl; 
oloo ttport.4 en<OQ' oqued patr<>lo oo ~tt 101 dally . On 'ti 
kptcebcr, te .. wtthdrev tro• rOl\dvetch alle due to tnt'fllO' 
octlrlty Sou ... On 9 Sept.caber, tt" .. rrporled two tnickc 
mo•lna I to V oo llto 101. 'hM t'\lrlhf'r reported on tnt'flO' 
petrol• lhr'ourlho.at &rt•J no cont.act vlth cnt.:J. , ... 
utncte4 rrca rlelnlty U 2Ul~l) ot 1'0635r. r~p. "o report• 
on tactical r-e.cUon or crplolla\10111 or larp.C'l• rrporlf'd "1 

·-· j fU1elon1 On l'- kplc•l.ltr, ••bufth tilt 
ulollllohll lii!Jt, Id mm. On 11 Sepl .. ber, te.,. tu.,,1 
Mtt<I ......... MCOUH or 00 to•llQ' aethltJ In o.rto. ,...,. 11-
t2 llept ..... r, tt .. patr<>UeO u .. In attupt to local• tnc~ . 

lo •MIG' eoeloct or actl YitJ rt ported. 'fey ei:tractrd rro. 
rlclnlty Ill ,57971 at 2l0TIOZ S.p. 

kl11ton: Arca rrconnalc1a.ru:e. ~-- cttat-UahcJ cn<'ht •ltf', 
Yielnltf \II 11519'); rcportc4 llOW mo•e9"nt WCIUCO or dUCl­
eu}t \er·n.11. 0. 19 6cpl .. 1>er, report .. location, rlelnltJ 
VI T12'19) or hHrllJr ...... trall. On ~l :-.Optubtr, tua 
IUCCtelf\ll..l.J" eva4e-4 ene•f peitrol. On 2'2 Scplf'•Lrr, ltM 
reported two •llttll CO.JW'Dte• Ulh~ trall In 1ren; tc611 ('Q • 

plact<I M-1' Al llinu oo tnll 1114 heard au~ocquenl uplo• 
1lon11 no tllt"Q' conloct. hu ntucte4 rroo •lclnllJ V! 
11)1125 a\ lfl051T?. kp. 

IU111Dn1 -.tvatch or ftto lJT. lload'<olch 1lte eolobllehd 
a\ ll 295192 oa 10 Octolltrl plcluru \&lien or lite l]T r ...... 
Y1el111t1 U ~191 to U 29'Jl2J. llea"J roe and rain prt­
"'ntcd olo1c..,,.tloo 4v.rlna rcrlo4 11-1' Octol.cr. w..,,. roo.d­
wotch .Ste eolollllohod on 15 Octul>er, rlclnltJ XE :.())JU); 
.., .. plctlU"ll \&lien or lite 1)1 rr.,. U 2'19116 to u ~'19'1. 
logathe e111111r conloc\ or •lahtl .. 1. · 
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Tu11et ""'-"l Dul11natlon Location llulgnatlon 6trel\fllh 

::7' X!~ 8118 l 
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nCU11E B-l'tl' (Cont'd) 

O..to 

Jntl llratcd £1/lltratcd 

6 Oct (.,8 <'II Ocl 68 

·: -t. -7C.o: 

Cc-wnt1 

Hl•1ton: Rcconnol•Gft.nCe or f.Otll( r.11 Rl•cr rnr • :Of'ft)' r!11trr 
lrerrtc . "r1:nll•r C'm:«J co11lncl lhrou,,h \5 Octc.>t •rr. ~' '•rr :-. 1 
Vf'alhf'r ln OPArtr..A affcC't.<'d rodto cowauntcotJon rm1I "WhuoJ 
obat-r"•tton.. On 16 October, tcnn dtrrcl':d le.> -O'f'l' lo cxl I l· 
trftllon t.z. ror eatracllon on J '( Octoher. Our. lo '"J " rr r. e 
vcalhcr, ralrftctlon not ncco"f' ll"hcd untSJ ~) Oclcbf' r. 0\1rJ1-.· 
lnltS.J. dt"brlet, t""" rcporlt.'d l11ht d•:rtnt. nc v,·r·nl fftdlo 
t.1""&nor.l11tona, enothcr 1Lot.1on 11.rpt cow.lnft on "tr ~fl("ntd nr~ 
Chlnt',e. Thla untdr.nttrtcd atnttor. attc•ptcd to ... Inn.'' h :DI• 

tran1•la1ton. trM rt"p<>rled tlic :-.0.ll! l..o:~ ()i,t wn.s at rJCA:>J. 
1t.a,.e and f'Ol Ulf'd tor t.r11.ruqiorloll o n . 
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FIGURE B-17 ,,) 

STRATA TAR:irr( (U) 
1 

Target 

Target justit'ication: The target is l.ocated vicinity WE 8579 at the 
junction o! NW Uat1ona.l Rte 15 and 101. This is a cajor fork in "the in­
!il tration routes leading rrc~ NV?1 into Lao~ and SVH. The target a:ea is 
north o! the Mu Gia Pass and conta.1.:ls nu::ierous truck parks, storage and 
staging areas. SICRs D-133 12429, dated 3 1'..e.y 66 1 and U-GAP-13500 1 dated 
30 Ma.rch 66, requested 1ntor-...ation reg~ ene:ey' in!iltratU>n, I.OC and 
transportation. Ad.ditiODS.l..ly, 7AF desires 1n!ori:iation on this target in­
aSll!Uch as it is a major target tor e.1.r strikes. · A STP.ATA team operating 
in Target 1 vill be able to provide a cocpa.rison o! trattic density coving 
alODg IDC. Further, it is expected that valuable targeting data can be 
:provided tor e.1.r s"tr"ikes. A 15-man STP.ATA tesz:i vill in!il"trate this target 
by H-3 type hellcopters and remain tor appraxilllately l.5 d.ays. 

Target ~ 
Ta.rget justification: The target is located vicinity XE 3435 and is 

situated along NVN National. Rte 137· NVN liationa.l. Rte 137 is & m.Jor 
suppl~ent to ?Mi National Rte 15. 7AF is interested in this area. Target 
2 is considered & 6Uitable target !or STRATA team beca.uae ot the extrei:ely 
ditticult terrain, vhich attributes to the scarce babit&nce in the area and 
an apparent l&c:k o! eneczy forces in the vicinity ot the target. A 10-man 
STRA'.U team vill intilt.rate this target by H-3 type bellcopte.ra and remain 
tor approximately seven days. 

Target justitication: The target is located vicinity XD 8388 and is 
situated e.l.ong ?Mi NatU>nal Rte 103. Thia area is believed to be an ene1111 
rest area and storage area. Tvo bridges are located in the target are&; 
however, no truck parka have been noted.. Indications &re that NW National. 
Rte 103 is heavily travelled and that t.ruc0 are parked at designated sites 
along the route. A STRATA team can report trartic density along NVH 
National. Rte 103 and provide valuable targeting data tor e.1.r str1.ltes. A 
10-man ~ team vill intiltrate this target by H-3 type hellc:optera and 
remain tor approximatelJ" ti~ days. 

!/ CCMUS<!ACV MACSCG 2167/230147Z Ms)- 67 {CI?iCPAC 300l.17Z ~ 67) 
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'· 
Target justification: Tile target is .located vicinity XE 2350 and is 

situated e.long Rte 101. It provides "the principal transportation linlt 
betveen Rtea 15 end 137, both of vhich are principal road 1.n!'il~ration 
routes into Laos. Surveill.e.nce o!' Rte 101 v1l.l. provide intelligence on the 
volume and direc~ion ct tlov of tra1'tic on a .principal interior route. .In 
aC.d1 tion, valuable targetiog data can be developed tor 7AF. · 

Tar~et ~ 

Tart;et justification: Tile target is located vicinity XE 1353 along Rte 
101. It is considered to be one ct the IL'Ost heavily ~ed. routes in HVH. It 
provides the principe.l. trans!l(lrtation link betveen Rtea 15 and 137, both or 
vhich are principal road infiltration routes into Laos. Surve!.ll.a.nce ot 
Rte 101 v1l.l. provide intelligence on the voluce and direction or 1'lov or 
tra:N'ic on princi;:ia.l interior route. In addition, valuable targetiDg data 
can be developed tor 7AP. 

Target 6!/ 
Target j~titication: The target is located vicinity XE 3841 and ia 

situated along NVR National Rte 137· DIA intelligence bulletin lists Rte 
137 e.a one or the moat heavily travel.ed routes in llVN, and is a caJor 
vehicle concentration area. It ia the second major inland intiltration 
route tor supplies w Laos and RVrr. At this point, it is ted by Rte 101 
troci the North. S-.irveillance or this route vill :provide 1.n!or:ztion on the 
volume and direction o:r t.rattic rlov. In addition, valuable targeting data 
can be devel.oped tor 7 AP. 

Target justification: 'nle target is located vicinity :X:Z 5505 vest on 
Rte 196. Tbe condition, statua ot Rte 196 is not known. ·Use o:r tbe DIA 
Giang River tor oovement or s"..Ippliea a:id equipcient is also un>:novn. Sur­
veillance or this area vill p:::-ovide intormation on the atatws e.nd use or 
these tvo routes or movement. In addition, valuable targeting data can be 
developed tor 7AF. 

!f roMUSMACV MACV 4t:Y;7/Z307~Z Aug 67 (Cl?ICPAC 31.2Zl.6Z Aug 67) 
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Target just1~1cat1on: The tnrget is wce.ted Y1Cic.:1t;y XE 5528 a:id con­
s1s~s of a series of t::-uck pa...'"lts along So:ig Dun, a:pp:-oxi::a";e.l.y 14 n:i from 
the Laos/INN borde:-; not e.ssociated v1th any k::ovn road. T-U.s co;tld be a 
major sto~e area or the beginning of a nev overland route · -co Laos. Sur­
veillance of the area vi.l.l provide in!'o:ni:ation on the size, use and conten 
ot the t:nick pn:-k/ s-;orage areas. In add1 ti on, val.uable ta.i-get!r.g data can 
be developed ror 7AF. 

Tari::et fl 
Target justit'ication: The target is located vicinity VG 7010 and is 

situated along Rte 7. It connects ?M{ Rte lA and L&otion Rte 13 via the 
Col Bartheleiey" P2.ss and is the primary supply route in support or Pathet 
Lao operatioc.s in the Plaine Des Ja.rres area. SUrveil.lance or t!lis route 
vi.l.l provide 1.nt'o~tion on the volume and d.1.rec"tion or trattic tlov. In 
add1tion, val.uable targeting data can be developed tor 7;.;p. 

Target lrlY 
Target juat1t'1cation: The target is located vithin the quadrant 

'WE 6<>95-7095 and :r 6005-7005. Reconnaissance or this area 1a desired 
to locate mmu::bered routes vhich branch ort ot Rte 151. 

Target ~ 

Target justit'ication: The target is located vithin the quadrant 
'WE 6585-7585 and W 6595-7595. Reconnaissance is desired to locate an 
unnumbered route vhich teniinates at 'WE 713936. 

Ta.net idY 
Target justi.tication: '!'be target is located vi thin the quadrant 'WE 

8365-9265 and 'WE 8349-9249. Ma.in target is Khe I.a. Mo~ Road as reported 
in NIC Interrogation Report (164/ffi-OO!: June 1966). Road 1;Upposed.l.y 
begin.a at Rte 101 and crones the Laotian border southeast Mu Gia Pass. 

!/_ COMUSMACV MACS:C 4057/230725z Aug 67 (ClNCPAC 3l2216Z Aug 67) 
~ COMUSMACV !1.ACSCC l985/l4041Zl. Apr 68 (CD'iCPAC 160524.z. Apr €i0) 
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FI~ B-17 (~ (Con~'d) 

Tariret 13!/ · 

Target justification: The target is .located within the area XD 5991-
6991 and XD 69<51-5981. Reconnaissence of this area is desired to deter­
t11ne enemy motorized and foot traffic on Rte 1038, knovn at Bat Lake (LAC 
XA) road vhich extends froc XE 808063 (Rte 101) to XD 664782. Aerial 
photography does not reveal 8JJY further extens!on o! this road South or 
-West. Road is reported serviceable and heavily traveled.. Tracked and 
vbee.led vehic:.le tracks are very appe.rent !ro:n photo read-outs. Target is 
within be.l.1copter range o! Nahlr.on Ph.anoc. 

Tarii:et l~ 

The target is located withill the area ~ WF 2645-4025 and WF 2627-4027. 

Target 1rfE/ 

'lhe target is located within the area ot WP' 2053-3553 and WP' 2037-3537· 

:Both target areas are located near the Laotian border and 
a.re approxicately 40 ki.lometers soutbvest ~ Vinh (WF n64). 
Each area llleesures .14 x .18 km with about one-third ~ each 
area over.ls;pping the pr1nc1~ roadwatc:h target Rte 8. 
Targetsareas a.re betveei .18 20 cinutes and .l.80 34 minutes 
parail.e.ls and are not attected by present oTerl'.l.1ghta and 
ordnance restric:tiona. :Both ta.-get areas are within heli­
Copter !'light range tl'Olll Iiahkon Pbanoin, Tha1Jend 0 

!I. COMUSMACV MACSCG 2625 I 'CXJ'i!XYZ May 68 ( C!NCPAC 220409'l Ml!l;y 68) 
~ COMUSMACV MACSCXi 3792/ 2.l.0720Z Jul 68 ( ClNCPAC 232ll.8Z Jul 68) 
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Seq Te;t 
Ho. Team Axea 

1 ill le vu) 7 
2 113 (8 V?-!) 7 
3 114 (8 VU) 7 
4 120 (6 .V?I) 7 

5 ill (7 VN) 7 
6 122 (4 V?i) 2 
7 113 (8 VN) 2 
8 114. (7 VN) 13 
9 115 (7 Csmb.) ll 

10 ill (7 V?I) 13 

ll ll 7 ~ 6 Camb.) 7 
12 118 1 VN) 2 
13 94 (8 VN) 13 

14· 93 (8 VN) 4 
15 115 (7 Camb. ) ll 

16 119 (6 VN) 13 
17 116 (7 Csmb.) 13 
18 118 (6 Cm:ib.) 2 

19 94 (7 VN) 13 
20 93 (7 VN) 4 
21 116 ~8 Clu:lb.) 13 
22 92 8 VN) 11 
23 94 (6 VN) 2 
,24 118 (7 Camb.) 7 

FIGURE B-18 ril 
STRATA MISSION DATA\;) 

Dates ·- ?.U~sion 
17-23 l'..:!..r P.oaci1o111 tch 

Re:c.arks 
Ene111Y contact lb 1-lar 

31 !-'.a:-7 Apr Re con/ Road"Wa tch N/A 
7-15 Apr Roe.C.vatch 

14-17 l·!ay Rivervatch 

14-29 !-lay Road'lll!ltch 
15-22 1'.ay Road"Watch 

22 May-7 Jun Roadvatcb 
6-17 Jun P.oad"Watcb 

20-29 Jun Re con 
20-30 Jun Re con/Road-

vatcb 
27 J=-6 Jul Road"Watch 

4-14 Jul Roadvatch 
13-33 Jul Re con/Road-

vetch 
15-23 Jul Road'Watcb 

21 Jul-14 Aug Re con 

29 Jul-14 Aug Roadvatch 
5-16 Aug w 
6-21 Aus Read.vat ch 

14-19 Aug Recon/W 
31 Aug-14 Sep Roadvatcb 

9-23 Sep w 
15-33 Sep Re con 

4-23 Oct Roachratch 
6-23 Oct R1 Yer'lll!lt ch 

-

_c-:.:,: 81 . 

Ene111Y contact 9 Apr 
Con~ct lost 17 Mey; 
'Im declared l!IA. · 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

3 MIA on 12 Jun 
Enemy contact 27 Jun 
1 eelt-intl.icted 
vound; extracted 

N/A 
Ene111Y contact 10 Jul 
Ene111Y contact 17 & 
21 Jul 

R/A 
Enemy contcct 7 Aug; 
4 MIA 
2 MIA 

R/A 
Enemy contact 16 & 
18 Aus 
Ene111Y contact 14 Aus 

N/A 
R/A 
B/A 

Enemy contact 17 Oct 
R/A 
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FIGURE B-19 c/; 
l'D MISS:::JNS (U) STRATA TARG:::'!' AREAS A, · 

, . . .... ~ . 

~w'•"" .. 

/KHAMM 

7 Target. .A.reaa 

.,_12 MLssio113 (mmibera 

correspond to llliss1ona 

ahovn on TAB E) 

XG 

XF 

) r. 
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F. ('JI) SINGLETml O?E:RATIOl!S 1 

2 1. <Y' Policy. Singleton agent opera~ions, ~nder the agent 

tea= program rules, required case-by-case app~cval at the 3 

4 Washington level. 

•• 
••• 

2. ~ GOLDF!Sf. and P!::RGOLA 5 

a. Background. The concept of operations* a~ submitted in 6 

July 1967 by CO~USMACV was to utilize two PLO~~N(C) detainees 7 

as returnees to their former fishing occupation to collect 8 

intelligence information. No communications were planned 

during the 60-90 day mission. Exfiltration ~ould be by 

SOG/STD PTF pickup on initiation of the proper recognition 

signal by the agents. Debriefing would then follow. This 

initial insertion was the forerunner of the maritime 

diversionary program; Project URGENCY, which was conducted 

in 1968. Authority to infiltrate GOLDFISH and PERGOLA was 

forwarded by JCS in August 1967.•• 

b. Operations. The two agents were trained at Paradise 

Island (see Annex on psychological operations) for low-

level intelligence collection in their home areas, and were 

returned to NVN by PLOWMAN(C) mission 327 on 13 September 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

1967. No contact was expected for 60-90 days; however, there 21 

is no record that either of the agents ever made an attempt 

to be~trieved as planned. 

3. ~) Gray Singleton Operations 

22 

23 

24 

a. Background. In August 1968, MACSOG proposed to CINCPAC 25 

JCS a concept••• for using gray singleton agents to collect 26 

information in selected populated centers in NVN. The agents 27 

selected were to be documented as NVN ~ldiers and were to 

remain in the selected center of operations for one to two 

weeks only. Two agents, ROMA and AURORA, were recruited in 

1968 from the National Chieu Hai Center in Gia Dinh. The 

Msg, COMUSNACV, DTG 250812Z Jul 67 
Msg, JCS, DTG 141905Z Aug ·67 (SACSA) 
Msg, COMUSMACV, DTG l8052oz Aug 68 (SACSA) 
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'· 
areas in order of prior!ty were: Vinh, 

Thai Tru, Anh Son, Dong Hoi, Thanh Hoa, Ha Tinh, and Sam 

Son. The proposal as outlined above was approved by 

CINCPAC* ,but the imminence and final promulgation of the 

bombing halt decision of l November delayed JCS approval 

until the posslbility of conducting the operations was 

overtaken by events.** 

b. ROMA. Subsequently, the target area for ROMA was 

changed to an intelligence mission in Cambodia. ROMA was 

launched on this mission on l December 1968, but was not 

heard from again. He was declared missing in action on 

15 December 1968. 

c. AURORA. Agent AURORA was infiltrated into Cambodia 

for a short-term observation mission. The agent carried 

a beeper radio which enabled central contact to monitor 

his progress. The agent _moved to the target area and 

returned to the exfiltration LZ; however, there was no 

further contact and the agent was not recovered.••• 

d. DIE HARD. This agent was to carry out a mission in 

Cambodia in two phases. Phase I commenced on 9 April 1969 

and had as its objective to determine whether placement 

was feasible in the target area, Mimot, Cambodia.. Because 

of the inadquacy of the documentation provided, the agent 

was stopped and arrested during a cursory check in Kompong 

Cham, Cambodia. By bribing the local police official, 

DIE HARD was able to return to South Vietnam. It was 

planned to attempt Phase I again, beginning on 12 July 1969. 111 

I ~ Msg, CINCPA".', DTG 08~032Z Sep 68 (SACSA) 
u ( ) History, MACSOG, "Annex F to MACV Command Histo.ry, 1968," 

p. F-III-~-3 (SACSA) 
•u (T~) Memo, MACSOG-36, ·"status of Singleto~ Agent Program," 

l~July 1969 (SACSA) 
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As mentioned briefly in Part I of this Annex 

diversionary operations were conceived in late 1967 and were 

well underway in 1968 when the bombing halt in November 

limited all activities except certain psychological aspects 

of the operatiorrs. The for~al program initially consisted of 

l 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

six projects as·approved verbally by COMUSMACV on 14 March 1968. 7 

The program was to be conducted primarily within the authorities 8 

for FOOTBOY(C) already in approved at the JCS or CINCPAC level. 9 
were 

Those operations th~t exceeded established authorities/submitted 10 

to CINCPAC for approval on a case-by-case basis.• Three of the 

six projects were transfe~red from TIMBERWORK(C) to HUMIDOR(C) 

11 

12 

for implementation. The three remaining programs in TIMBERWORK(C) 13 

are described below. 

1. (TS) "Project OODLES(C). This project is designed to 
portray an apparently extensive and successful clandestine agent 
network in selected areas of NVN. Conduct of this project 
parallels conduct of the in~place long-term agent team operations 
and becomes more credible by NVN knowledge of captured actual 
teams. Family messages are sent via HUMIDOR(C) SSPL one-way 
voice link and the notion;\]. teams are resuoplied in the same 
manner as actual teams. -~ add ~redibility, personnel presence 
is implied by the paradropping of an ice block weighted personnel 
parachute to be found, after the ice melts, hanging in trees. 
Another method is actual infiltration of a pseudo-agent who is 
led to believe he was separated both from team members who were 
to have received him on a drop zone and from other team rein­
forcements seen in the aircraft. The reinforcement seen by the 
pseudo-agent are actually RVNAF cadre and do not exit the air­
craft as the agent is led to believ~'-:" \ Eighteen notional teams 
were authorized by CINCPAC for activation in 1968. Fourteen of 
them have been activated via message traffic. Of the fourteen 
activated teams, eight have been geographically located by bundle 
and notional personnel parachute drops. Two teams have been · 
notionally reinforced by the actual infiltration of pseudo­
agents. "11 Following the bombing halt messages were sent to each 
team every other month. The messages were comprised mainly of 
family news and code instructions. The name of the notional 
team was given, but ~ot its location (see FigureB-20 ). 

2. (TS) "Project URGENCY(C). This project involves the use 
of fishermen captured during PLOWMAN(C) oiferations as pseudo­
agents and, where possible, actual agents. · The objectives are 
to divert HVN security forces to apprehend, detain, interrogate, 
and investigate fishermen implicated as agents and, if not dis­
covered, to collect intelligence. During HUMIDOR(C)'s SSPL 
orientation of those fishermen captured, the cooperative, more 
intelligent were recruited and trained as low-level agents, then 

I ~) Historical Summary, Airbor~e 
Hi~torical Summary," 5 Jan 69, p. 

*' ("!'S) History, MACSOG, "Annex F to 
p. III-4-5 (SACSA) 

TO~RET ' C-b-85 

Studies Group, "SOG Annual 
12 (SACSA) 
MACV 1968 Command History," 
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FIGURE CS-20 ~ 

PROJECT OODLES(C) 

. :· :.:-:~:>".·:. TH Al .LAND . ·: 
.~: .... : .. ~ .;._ . 

i 

.~, 

.,. ·:· .. . . 

· * Te~ Active 

0 Toa111s Not Active 

. I . 

C-b.,.86 . . 

CHIN A 

. . . .. 
. :·· : · ·. ·OF · ', .. . 

TONKIN •· · · 
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· :· . 

. : · .. . · . . 

·.; . 
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!'e:u!':-.ed to t-.'VN :o be recontact ea at a late!'. da:e. NV~; :::adre, 
~ilitia, or othe!' fishe!'rnen who will not t~nefit :he SS?~ and/ 
or a!'e uncoopera:ive are returnee to NVN far f!':::~ their hooes 
with coney or messages planted in their clothir.g, or are 
obviously imolicated as agents in other·ways. To date, there 
have been ·eleven lo~-level agents and two pseudo-agents launched 
ir.:o f,"'/N . The P.LO:~·r·:.AN(C) restrictiorg; on capturing fishe!'men 
suspended all t!?.G=:!!CY(C) operations in May, but the partial 
lifting of restri:::tions in July allo~ed a lioited resumption 
until 1 November at which time restrictions imposed suspended 
the URGENCY(C) program."* (See Figure CB-21.) . 

3. (~Pro1ect BORDEN(C). This pro~ect employs NVA 
rallie~~nd; pris:::ne:-s of 1.;ar to convince l'l'VN that a successful 
penetration of the lNA is being conducted with the mission of 
inducing defection and collecting intelligence. The project is 
aesigned to divert ~ilitary resources to counter this penetra­
tion, harass and alienate l'l'VA troops from their leaders, strain 
~'VN ideological control, induce defection and collect intelli­
gence. NVA soldiers are collected from division level detention 
facilities as soar. after capture as possible, oriented for two 
weeks on the freedom and prosperity of RVN at a centralized 
security facility, and in other ways convinced to support the 
RVN; trained one week as agents; and infiltrated into NVA­
controlled territory of RVN, Laos, Cambodia and NVN. The 
agent's mission is to return to the NVA as an escapee or under 
other appropriate cover, collect intelligence, recruit dissat­
isfied soldiers through the use of a secret 'CHIEU HOI' pass 
(ultra-violet mark on the prospective rallier) and exfiltrate 
through defecti9n. It is fully expected and intended that many 
of the recruited agents will reveal their assigned mission to 
the NVA of their own volition or under interrogation. Those NVA 
soldiers not recruited as agents during the orientation period 
are returned to normal detection facilities to spread specifi­
cally revealed project information to these detainees for 
eventual transmission to NVA intelligence analysts. For CY 
1968, 98 detainees have been collected for this project. Fifty 
of them were returned to detection facilities, 44 were inserted 
as agents into uv::- and NVA-controlled territory of RVN, Laos 
and Cambodia. Four agents are scheduled for insertion in 
January 1969. Five agents have been recovered and three rein­
serted; one in NVN in support of both Project OODLES(C) and 
Project BORDEN(C); and two in Laos."H This project was con­
tinued into 1969 with agents dropped into both Laos and Cambodia. 
During ihe spring conths, 12 agents per month were dropped; at 
mid-year, tMe number was reduced to three per month. (See 
Pigur~B-22.) 

H. (~) EARTH ANGEL 

The EARTH ANGLE program was conceived in the spring of 1969 

------

to indoctrinate carefully selected Chiew Hoi personnel as 
intelligence agents for insertion into Laos. The authority for 
and operations conducted in this program are covered in the 
appendix on opera~ions in Laos. The training and control of these 
age1.cs were under the direction of CP-36 !..Airborne Studies Group). 

i ~ History, MACSOG, "Annex F 
~II-4-5 (SACSA) •• ) History, !·i.ACSOG, "Annex F 
p. II -4-6 (SACSA) 
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FIGURE CB- 21 (~ 
PROJECT URGENCY(C) 

.· : ... .. .. 
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PROJECT UROENC!(C) 
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PART J.'/. PRos:.::::·i AREAS (U) 

A. ~'J9T .. :~.:: -~- ~:::.e. s - AIRBQF:·:::: O ?:::::~.':'J.:)~!S 
The proble= a~eas that have plagued airborne operations 

from 1964 throu;~ 1968 are codi~ied chronologically below: 

B. ~ CERO~i0!:..C':;Y 
l. (~ l.954 

a; "Groun:! ~':.lles which limit· Airborne Operations ability 
to increase ~ress':.lre on OR V: 

(1) "De;::loyed teams are restricted from contacting 
population or starting resistance. • 

(2) "Res:riction on overflight of Laos (lifted 24 May 
1964). 

(3) "Res:riction from using third country airfields for 
staging bases has caused extreme range, load, and weather 
problems. 

(4) "Res:riction from use of helicopters to emplace 
and resup;il:,· agent teams deprives SOG of operational flP.Xi­
bility ar.~ 21~1ts potential. Request was denied on 18 April 
1964. 

1 

2 

3 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

(5) "CAS Vientiane's refusal to make assets available to 16 
SOG. 

b. "Weather a~d Terrain 

(l) "The DRV as a whole has some of the poorest flying 
weather in :he world and some of the roughest terrain. These 
obstacles have held airborne operations at an unproductive 
level. 

(2) "The countains and fogs force the C-123 aircraft to 
operate only during light of moon periods, i.e., 10-12 
nights · a r:ior.th. 

(3) "The ~ugged terrain which aids the agents in main­
taining the!r security produces little survival food and 
greatly hi~~ers movement. 

c. "Ener:iy 

(1) "The ORV employs large numbers of AAA weapons which 
severely restricts resupply operations. Aircraft are not 
allowed to ~ly within range of these guns even if masking 
terrain is ~resent. 

d. "Counter~a:-t Relations 

(1) "SOG ar.j STS Headquarters are .distant physically. 
This makes ~!:-ect liaison difficult. The telephone cannot 
be used be=ause of security precautions. A liaison officer 
is assigned b~t much is still desired in the form of a 
closer relat!onship. 

( 2) "US security regulations render it impossible for : 
STS personnel to visit SOG working areas. 

C-b-.. 9~ 
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(3) "A few of S'I'S office:-s are ine,.ffec:ive . However, 
it is difficult :o have suc h !ndivid~als re?laced. 

e. "~o~!.::::!!ent 

(l) "Principal weakness of Airborne Ocerations is the 
lack cf operatio nal aircraft. Tl"H! C-123 ioad capacity, 
operati~; range, and ina~ility to fly in adverse weather 
greatly hampers airborne operations. " • 

"a. Li::iitations on Aircraft ( numbers and tvces) 

"(l) Airborne operations during the past year have been 
hampered by the limited numbers and the types of aircraft 
available for employment by this section. During any given 
launch period, no more than two C-123 aircraft are usually 
available at the same time. An additional four H-34 heli­
copters VNAF crews, currently supporting Shining Brass 
operations, are available for periodic employment in 34A 
progra~s. These helicopters however, are generally unsuit­
able to 34A operations because of range and cargo carrying 
limitations. 

"(2) In order to adequately support the present in-place 
teams, and to have the capability or introducing and 
supporting additional teams in NVH, a combination of heli­
copters and fixed wing aircraft are needed. The helicopters, 
with a suitable range and lift capability, will insure 
the r'"elatively safe delivery of an intact operational team 
to a pre-selected point. A fixed wing aircraft with a greater 
cargo load (ACL) than that of the C-123 aircraft, and 
possessing the capability of flying missions independent of 
the moon period will permit two or three resupply operations 

"to be flown on one sortie. 

"b.Inadeouate Base Rights 

"(l) SOG C-123 aircraft are permitted to fly infiltration, 
reinfor:ement and resupply missions from • and 

llllllllaby agreement with RTO. Agent teams may be transloaded 
~00 C-123s to CAS helicopters at for 
infiltration to LZs in (Laos) per agreement with RTG, but 
not at 1 In addition, VNAF helicopters may be used to 
deploy teams into the NVN from bases in SVN. No authori·ty 
exists, however, for deployment of agent teams by CAS heli­
copter into the NVN; deployment of agent teams by VNAF 
helicopter from bases ---into the NVN; use of 
inten:iediate staging a~os for refueling VNAF 
helicopters incident to infiltration of agent teams into 
NVN; use of US crews in support of 34A operations in the 
NVN: or use of station at •lli•••l 

"(2) Projected airborne operatiorTS during 1966 will place 
heavy demands on all available resour~es to emplace opera­
tional teams. Four new operational areas are scheduled for 
activation. Delivery techniques must offer the highest 
assurance of emplacing all team members in or near the opera­
tional area. Helicopter infiltration is consid~red the best 
method of doing this. Yet, all areas programmed for activation 

• <\ History, MACSOO, 
p 19-22 (SACSA) 

~ 
"Annex A to MACV Command History 19611," 
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are beyond the limits of missions which can be flown 
in the VNAF helicopters. from bases ir. SV!I. Additionally, 
all areas are beyond, or marginally close to, the practical 
li:its of range and· cargo capability of the H-24 helicopter 
operating from r:akhon Pharun. At the end of the year, 
consideration was being given t.o requesting CINGPAC views 
on expa~s1on of base rights in Thailand and Laos. 

"c. Limited Coordination Between CAS Ooerations in Laos 
and SOG Ooerat1ons 1n NVN: 

"(l) Joint DOD-CAS message 062143Z Jul 65 states that 
CO~USMACV is ~esponsible for overall planning of all anti-
NVN military or paramilitary operations within WIN and 

- ~~9~ld be fully consulted during the execution or such 
ope::-ations. 

n un own num er o 
are possible support bases for 34A operations. As a result 
of this situation~ no 34A operation to date has brought 
CAS and 34A assets together. 

"(2) CAS assets in Laos could assist SOG operations 
aginst NVN considerably. CAS could contribute to SOG effort 
by securing intermedi~te sta ing areasll 
l!lilll••llil at ISAs and pre-stocking them with . 
fuel to facilitate operat by helicopter. They could 
assist resupply ~erations between CAS controlled 
guerrilla forces.~and 34A in-place teams. F nally, 
they could establish proceoures and safe areas 
facilitate movement of teams or individuals 
Laos for subsequent exfiltration. At the end o he year, 
consideration was being given to requesting CINCPAC views 
on seeking greater CAS cooperation . and participation in 34A 
operations." • 

3. (' 1966 

a. Aerial Photography Problems. :t!ef, SOG requires that 
ae~ial photography of the DZ/LZ be accomplished and inter­
~reted not earlier than five days prior to a scheduled in­
filtration into NVN, before human resources may be committed. 
This is necessary in order to determine the mos.t recent 
changes in vegetation, human habitation, or m~litary activity 
in the operational area, as an added safety precaution for 
the infiltrating teams. Adverse weather conditions in NVN 
have delayed timely aerial photography or operational areas. 
Additionally, in several instances, SOG priority photography 
missions have had to give way to other priority missions. 
In either case, delay was caused in scheduled infiltrations. 

"b. Exfiltration. Two attempts to exfiltrate several 
members from Team TOURBILLON ALFA in..September and Team HECTOR 
in December were cancelled because Team TOURBILLON ALFA 
failed to establish radio contact prior to the scheduled 
exfiltration LZ. The inability so far to exfiltrate team 
mecbers has had an adverse effect on the retention or agent 
trainees. Exfiltration attempts will continue to be made. 

~) History, MACSOG, "Annex N to MACV Command History 1965," 
~"A-19 (SACSA) 
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A concept to exfi lt rate Tea~ BELL ~a~ de ve l oped and cr­
warded to CI NCPAC on COMUS~AC V msg DTO 1607203 Jan 6 . ft 

successful tea~ exfiltration wil l d e~onstra t e dra:at :ally 
to agent trainees that agen t s can be brought s~~el y out of 
NVN. Further, agent losses will be curbed if exfiltrations 
can be accomplished success~u l l y. 

"c. Co::-.. "7!unicatior.s. Real-time road/rail and :-iver watc!"l 
reporting cannot be effected present).y because the cormnuni­
cations arrangement allows only one daily t~o-way contact 
between base radio (?reject BUGS) and in-place teams. 
Although this contact is supplemented with additional contacts 
when possible, adverse weather affecting wave propagation 
often prevents usable contact durir.g certain periods. In 
addition, base radio station at present cannot handle all 
traffic si~ultaneously. The Radio, RS-1, the principal team 
radio, is unwieldly. Although it can be man-packed, it be­
comes ponderous when carried cross-country over difficult 
terrain for extended periods. Lightweight radios are beir.g 
produced, and the DELCO Model 5300 Radio was requisitioned 
for field suitability testing. Two DELCO Model 5300 Radios, 
together with 16 transceiver crystals, antenna, carrying 
case, 10 batteries, _battery charger with one-year supply of 
spare parts, valued at $5,221.00 were requisitioned with a 
priority 5 from the Counterininsurgency Supply Office, 
Okinawa, Ryukyu Islands on 26 April. The radios and not been 
received at the end of the year. 

"d. Resuooly. Aerial resupply was one of the biggest 
problems in keeping in-place teams viable. High performance 
aircraft are employed to effect resupply to in-place tea.JS 
whose operational zones are within the surface-to-air missile 
ring. This reaupply technique has distinct limitations. DZ 
markings are imperceptible and delivery accuracy is not often 
achieved. Further, if delivery is effected in areas othe!' 
than the intended drop zon~, the dropped ~~pplies will 
imperil the team if discovered by unfriendly citizenry or 
security forces. Adverse weather conditions continue to affect 
resupply deliveries toin-place teams. Additionally, some 
operational zones are located in areas where drop and landing 
zones are scarce and areas suitable for drop and landing 
zones are difficult to establish and operate. 

· "e; Contact with Enemy Forces. NVN Government has been 
and will continue to exert a cpncerted effort against the 
OPLAN 34A Program. Several in-place teams have encountered 
enemy forces on repeated occasions recently, resulting in 
the loss of several team members. Inasmuch as two-thirds of 
all OPLAN 34A Airborne have been listed as lost since the 
program's inception in early 1960, the current situation is 
not unprecedented; ho~ever, the pressure exerted by the enemy 
appears to be better organized and employed mor ·~ universally 
throughout NVN. Efforts have been made to minimize communi­
cations between the base stat~on and in-place teams, and 
currently deception and diversionary tactics are being em­
ployed in the Tesupply drops in an crttempt to gain some re­
lief for the teams." • 

4. ~ 1967 

·· a. Aerial Photoiz:raohv Problems. Chief SOG reauires th~t 
aerial photography of the DZ/LZ be accompanied and interp!'eted 
not earlier than ten days prior to a scheduled infiltration 

1~) History, 
p. 74-76. 

MACSOG, "Annex M to MACV Command History ·1966 ~ · • . •.r 
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; 
into NVN. This is necessary to ete~=ine the ~ast ece~t 
change in vegetation, hu~an hab ta:!on, o::- =i!!:a~ ac:iv!:y 
in the ooerational area as an a ded safety precau: on fo~ 
the 1nfiitrating tear.is. Adve::-se wea:her cone! :ions in ~:v :: 
have delayed ti~ely aerial p~c:o;ra~~Y of opera:!onal a::-e;s. 
Also, in several instances SOG p::-io::-ity photography :iss!c~s 
have h~d to give way to ~ighe~ p~io::-!:y ~issions. In e!t~e~ 
case this caused delays in schedu l ed infilt::-a:icns. 

"b. Exfiltration. Several atter.ipts were made to exfiltra:e 
long-ter= te~~s from NVN, but as in the past all efforts 
were unsuccessful. In February helicopters attempting to 
exfiltrate team BELL reached the LZ, but the team had depa::-:e~ 
and in March contact with the team was lost. In June the ex­
filtration of team VERSE was f::-ustrated when a US aircraft 
was shot down near the LZ and contact with the team was lost, 
presumably as a result of increased enemy activity in the 
area. In June a concept to forcibly exfiltrate team ROMEO, 
suspected of being under enemy control, was disapproved by 
CINCPAC because the possible benefits to be derived did not 
warrant the hazards involved. A plan to exfiltrate two me=.bers 
of team REMUS via Fulton SKYHOOK was abandoned when enemy 
security patrols discovered the cached equipment. In spite 
of the difficulties experienced with long-term teams, the 
feasibility of recovering agents froc NVN was sustained when 
team STRATA III was exfiltrated by USAF Ch-3 helicopters 
on 28 September 1967. This was the first successful ex­
filtration of a TIMBERWORK (C) team from f:vN. 

"c. Contact with Enemy Forces. The NVN government has ~n­
tensified internal security measures and has employed all 
available communications media to make the population aware 
of the presence of SVN "spy-rangers" in their midst. In-place 
teams continued to encounter enemy forces and suffer 
casualties as a result. The current situation is not un­
precedented in as much as many agent teams have been lost 
to the enemy since the program's inception in early 1961. 
However, the pressure now being exerted by the ener.iy appe~::- · 

to be well organized and employed throughout NVN. Recent · 
actions to develop a wide ranging diversionary program are 
expected to diminish the effectiveness of the NVN security 
apparatus by provoking time consuming and fruitless counter­
actions. 

"d. Securitv Review. At the request of Chief SOG, CAS 
counterintelligence specialists completed a review of all 
active OP-34 teams on 2 July. The results of the findings 
were: /f(7 

"(l) Probably under hostile control: ROMEO, HADLEY, 
TOURBILLON and ARES. 

"(2) Doubtful status: EAGLE~ 

"(3) Probably not under hostile control: REMUS, EASY, 
EASY ALFA and VERSE. 

"(4) Missing/captured (not reviewed): BELL a!"ld HECTOR. 

"(5) As a result of these findings SOG has conceived 
and developed a diversionary program to turn these liabil­
ities into assets, and is continuing contact with the 
enemy controlled teams in order to exploit them for 
diversionary purpose." • 

1 ~ History. MACSOG, "Annex G to MACV Command History 1967," 
Pb II -4-27,28 and pg III •4-E 6-2 · (SACSA) 
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5. (t 1968 

a. Lac k of adeo ua t e aer i a l oho: : ~ra= ~~ . ? r i or t o 
l ~ove~ber bombing ha l t whi : h restr ! :ted ~=~~S~WORK ( C) 
ocera t ions in NVN, a combi nation o! adverse weat her 
c~ nj i t i ons, higher prior i t y ci ss ion s o! o :~er agencies 
and t he l April reduction i n bo~b in; ac t ! v!: i es serve to 
delay t i mely receipt of aer!a l photc;raphy . !n many cases, 
lack cf appropriate photography caused de l a ys in ; lannin; 
and scheduling of missions. ?his wil l undoubtedly continue 
to be a problem in the event operat!ons in NVN are resul:led 

.and an effort to obtain assignment of higher mission 
priorities would seem to be the onl y solut!on. 

"b. Difficultv i n Resuoo ly Ooera t i ons. Considerable prob­
lems were encountered in a t tempted resupplies of both long­
term and STRATA teams during 1968. Restrictions on over­
flights of NVN north of 20° N after l April and of NVN­
controlled teams by CINCPAC direction, are conditions that 
cannot be resolved at MACSOG level. Adverse weather and team 
error are also unresolvable problems. STRATA resupply diffi­
culties were primarily caused by improper techniques and 
bundle configuration. Experimentation and testing had all 
but resolved these problems· before the l November bombing 
hault suspended STRATA infiltration in NVN. 

"c. Lack of Reouired Eguicment. A general shortage of NNA 
uniforms and equipment has continuously hindered efforts to 
deploy agents and teams clothed and equipped in such a manner 
as to be able to pass at a distance as NVA personnel or 
possibl~ survive a chance encounter. Although efforts were 
made to obtain captured equipment from units in RVN in 1968, 
no workable system was implemented to insure that equipment 
was reserved for MACSOG. Efforts to initiate manufacture of 
needed items had not been successful as of the end of 1968. 

"d. Difficulty in Aircraft Observer/STRATA Team Contacts . 
Inherent difficulties in working with brevity codes and a 
language barrier resulting from utilization of non-VN 
speaking observers caused communications between aerial 
observers from NKP and deployed STRATA teaz:is to be inadequate. 
Diplomatic restrictions which prevented VN personnel from 
remaining in Thailand over 24 hours precluded use of VN 
observers. Unless this diplooatic restriction is lifted, it 
is anticipated that this problem will continue during missions 
controlled by NKP, whether operations in NVN are resumed, 
or during interim operations in PF/DB AOS. A change to the 
MACSOG JTD which will incorporate US operations officer/ 
observers with VN language capability will greatly alleviate 
this problem." • 

1 \j) History, MACSOG, "Annex F to MACV Command History 1968," 
P? III -4-8 (SACSA) 
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PART V. EVALUATIO~~(U) 

A. ') SACSA EVALU.;Tio~: 1964 

1. (~) . The confusion over the mission of agent teams ~s 

evident i~ a memorand~~ written by SACSA ~n August 1964. It 

states that along with other psychological · weapons (radio, 

leaflets, ·mail) specially trained t·eams were intro.duced into 

North Vietnam to "create either a real or notional resistance 

movement within the ORV."* As discussed earlier, the resist-

ance movement was not to be approved at the Washington level. 

(See Annex A for a discussion of "Resist::mce Movement".) 

2. ~ An evaluation of recruiting problems and prospects 

was included in the memorandum: 

"The problem of team selection and targeting is 
complex and requires consideration of the various 
factors of ethnic origin, religion, location of 
families, motivation, intelligence, and an assess­
ment of the indivisuals will to survive and resist. 
North Vietnam breaks down territoriallJ into two 
distinct areas. One area is the mountainous tribal 
region of western and northwestern NVN. Here the Meo 
tribe offers the best chance of success because of 
its native, hostile attitude towards all non-Meo 
people. The other area is ~he Vietnamese inhabited 
lowlands which comprise the Red River Delta system 
and the coastal plain. Here the communists exercise 
almost complete control over the people which makes 
it difficult to establish large-scale resistance. 
Any successful development would be expected to 
remain passive and unorganized. In spite of these 
difficulties, efforts have been underway to create 
a credible resistance movement in NVN. 

"It is to be noted that within the largely Meo­
dominated western and northwestern parts of NVN, 
there are other ethnic geographic divisions which 
compound the selection problem. Simply stated, all 
precautions must be taken to match the team personnel 
with its drop location. 

" With due consideration given io ethnic groups, 
religion, and {amily location, experience so far has 
shown that the military services of the RVN are more 
desirable as sources for additional agent/team 
members. Qualified civilians will continue to be 
selectively recruited as required."** 

• S> Memorandum, SACSA, "Psychological 
~'!th Vietnam," 6 Aug 64. (SAC SA) 

** ~) Ibid., pp l-2 
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3. (~) The memorandum concludes with a~ overall evaluation 

including some problem areas and expectation for the future: 

"Early · infiltrations 
were · forced to remain dormant ecause o the 
difficulty of achieving resupply. Their main task 
was survival. The resupply atten:pts were largely 
unsuccessful because of the enormously difficult 
task of locatir.g tiny drop zones in Jungle areas 
where no navigaticn aids exist~ It is known that 
four members of one team died from malnutritior.. 
The same team was finally successfully resupplied 
in July after more than a year of living off the 
land. 

"This problem has now been solved by the 
installation of precise navigation equipment in the 
delivery aircraft. 

"The exact nature of the team PsyOps activities 
is unknown. As can readily be understood, radio 
communications with these teams is very difficult 
technically, and is extremely hazardous for the 
team. Messages transmitted by the teams are, there­
fore, very short - they can listen much more safely 
than they can talk. 

"In addition to these problems, and as already 
stated, the objective is long range. Results are 
not expected at any specific date. The potential 
for establishing a resistance base, however, is 
now in place and, for the time being, relatively 
well supplied."• 

1 

2 

B. (\> COMUSMACV EVALUATIONS, 1966 3 

The increased interest in intelligence collection capabili- 4 

ties in 1965-1966 prompted the following evaluations of the agent 5 

teams contributed to intelligence by MACV/MACSOG in the late 1966. 6 

l. (~ The following is quoted from the COMUSMACV message 

report: 

"a. Summary: As of l Nov 66 MACSOG had twelve agent 
teams in North Vietnam, comprising 102 individual agents. 
From l January to 1 November 1966, nine of these teams 
produced 73 intelligence reports. The three newest teams, 
KERN, HECTOR, and SAMSON, infiltrated in 1966, have 
not as yet produced intelligence information. Produc­
tively of the different teams and the topics covered in 
the reporting are discussed in detai~ below, but in 
general the information produced is of intelligence value. 
The teams have become increasingly responsive to priority 
collection requirements in the past four months, with 
different teams reporting on two ~riority l SICR topics. 
The production average of the twelve reporting teams has 
been somewhat less than one report per month per team 

I "" Ibid. J pp 2-3 
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Team 

ARES 

EAGLE 

BELL 

REMUS 

EASY 

during the fi:::-st ten mon:hs of 1S66. Several of 
the older :earns were origi;.ally cis?a:c hed with 
primary missions in the sabotage and ~sywar 
fields, and their operational areas we:::-e not 
selected with intelligence access as :he primary 
criteriar.. 7hese :earns are the only assets on 
the ground in NVN responsiv~ to .U.S. collection 
requi:::-ements. 

"b. Productivitv : The listing below, for eaqh 
of the nine teams which produced intelligence 
between l Jan and 1 Nov 1966 il.lustrates the 
difference in productivity for the various teams. 

Location Reoorts 

XJ 950275 17 

XJ 592856 6 

VK 433303 l 

UJ 155987 10 

UJ 545618 10 

Comment 

Several subsources 
in populated areas. 

Two subsources i~ 
local population. 

Team in strongly 
patrolled area; twc 
fire fights in last 
six months. 

Subsource in local 
population. 

Six subsources in 
local population. 

EASY ALFA UJ 573452 14 All roadwatch 
information. 

TOURBILLON VJ 130260 

VJ 524081 

XO 690858 

9 

5 

None 

VERSE 

R0:1EO l 

None 

Team lost 3 members 
in friendlybombin; 
Jul 66; area heavy 
with ~nemy activi:y 

"c. Extent of Coverage: Only one MACSOG team (ARES) 
has been a~le to establish and sustain itself in a 
key populated area close to priority intelligence 
targets. Of the others, three (ROMEO, HECTOR and KERU) 
are in high troop density areas along the NVN/Laos 
border north of the DMZ, while six (TOURBILLON, REMUS, 
EASY, ALFA, VERSE and SAMSON) are in or on the fringes 
of the thinly populated northwest-tribal highlands wes: 
of 105 degrees. Some of these teams can cover road 
traffic into Laos. The one team (BELL) in a location tc 
cover the important trail and river traffic from China 
along the Lao Cai-Yen axis is in survival status and 
has had several losses from heavy enemy security patrol 
actions in the area. The remaining team (EAGLE) has two 
productive subsources in the local population, but the 
the area is fairly remote. Team reporting, except for 
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~ 
ARES, covers local securi:y rneas~res, e~~:r:s :: 
indoctrinate and control the trib~l ~o~~la:icr:~, 
and roadwatch infor~a:!:r: cf moderate i.r::e!:i.;er::e 
value. · During Nove~ber 1966 teams ~E~~S ar::: E~S~ 
have submitted four spo: re~orts concerr:i.r:; :~e 

........_alleged . ;:iresence o!' Chicc::: :roo;::is ir: :r:e ·:ici:-.i:y 
of Dien Bien Phu, a s.ubj ect Gf higt::est ;::ricri ::: . 

"d. Value: The pri::iary source cf all cla:-:des:ine 
ntelligencereports . on Nor:h Vietna.":l re:ei.ve:: :.:; 
ACV is :~CSOG. Any reports are acquire:: t~rbu;~ 
irect observation by trained sources. ~~ese fer~ 

an important part of the intelligence cata case 
available on the target country. Several CIA 
evaluations of OPLAN 34A tea~ reportir:g have been 
received and the typical evaluation is as follows: 

Validity: Probably true 
Usability Value: Moderate 
Available from Other Sources: Never or rarely 
Timely When Written: Yes 
Timely When Received: Yes 
The comment colur.in usually includes the remark: 

Continued reporting will be appreciated. 

"e. Plans for Improving Collection and Reporting: 

(1) Continue to resupply 12 in-place teams. 

(2) Reinforce teams REMUS, SAMSCN, TOUP.3ILLON, 
EASY, EASY ALFA and VERSE. 

(3) Infiltrate teams HADLEY ar.d HANSEN. 

(4) Develop key operation areas in the Lao Cai, 
Lang Son, and Mong Cai regions. 

(5) Exfiltration of team BELL and infiltration 
of replacement team."• 

2. (~) MACSOG made a study in early 1967 of operations 
conducte~in 1966 
/todetermine the effects on NVN of the Plowman (C) and Ti;:iberwork 

(C) programs. The following were the c~nclusions of the study with 

regard to SOG's agent team operations during 1966: 

( 

"a. One hundred and one (101) Intelli~ence Soot 
Reports were produced by the teams during-1966. These 
included the only known sightings in wr.1, by personnel 
under US control, of Chinese (at Dien Bien Phu) as well 
as reports concerning captured US air personnel. 

I 

"b. Sporadic sightings of team members, occasional 
firefights with those teams, plus~he continuous radio 
traffic emanating from team operat~ns all over the 
country, have imposed additional control require~ents 
on the NVN security apparatus. This is reflecte:: both 
in the increased patrolling in the tea::! areas as well 
as in the continued demands by Hanoi for public alert­
ness against RVN spies. 

"c. The presence of the agent teams with their 
subversive potential in the mountainous areas, has 

Msg, COMUSMACV, DTG Ol0930Z Dec 66. 

C-b-99 Annex B to 
Appendix C 



,_ . probably helped :o promp: NVN lead~~s co apply the 
the carrot-and-stick ro~:i~e to : he :~:~al popula­
tions in the coun:~y's Northwest t!ghla~ds. 
Persistent efforts to co~t~ol and i~doc:ri~ate the 
t~ibes, combined with the ~~eferential treat~ent 
of cooperative tribal youths,_ ind::ate the regime's 
concern over possible dissidence beine spread cc the 
highlands."* 

1 ~ MEMO, MACSOG to CINCPAC, "Effects on NVN during 1966 of 
SO]r.s Plowman (C) and Timberwork (C) Operations (TS)" 14 Feb 1967. 
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C. (t BROWiffIELD F.EPOR'!', 1967-1968 

The Brownfield Report was prepared by a group of officers 

1 

2 

frc= CO~USMACV Staff in late 1967 and early 1968, following 3 

closely on the heels of the report prepared by the CINCPAC Survey 4 

Group in November 1967. As a consequence; the Brownfield Report 5 

has integrated into its conclusions and recommendations, comments 6 

or. the CINCPAC report, as appropriate. The portion of the report 7 

dealing with the agent team program is quoted below. 8 

"l. (TS) Conclusions. It is concluded that: 

"a. The long-term agents/agent team program has not been 
overly successful in terms of intelligence collection, harass­
ment and interdiction of LOC, and assistance to downed air­
crews. 

"b. No success has been achieved in exfiltrating long-term 
agents/agent teams. 

"c. The reliability of most intelligence produced by the 
long-term agents/agent teams is questionable. 

11 d. Agents recruited for TIMBERWORK(C) teams are of low 
caliber due to the highly competitive market for qualified 
agent candidates from out-of-country resources. 

"e. The environment of the operations area has become more 
hostile as indicated by the increase in the number of internal 
security forces and anti-aircraft defense coverage. 

"f. TIMBERWORK(C) teams have caused considerable political 
worry to the NVN Government. 

"g. The success of STRATA teams to date to penetrate and 
survive in the area of operations indicates that MACSOG's 
plans to employ 20 teams in 1968 as being extremely ambitious. 

"h. The current staffing level of OP-34 and the Strategic 
Technical Directorate is adequate to support the TIMBERWORK(C) 
program. 

"j. More definite phased planning is required. 

"2. (TS) CINCPAC Report 

"a. CINCPAC Conclusions 

11 (1) The program should be reoriented. 

"(2) The efforts of the TIMBERWORK(C) program should be 
directe.d toward: 

"(a) Development of a NOTIONAL RESISTANCE organiza­
tion in NVN (SSPL). 

"(b) The establishment and maintenance of a low-level 
intelligence apparatus in NVN. 

"b. Group comment on . CINCPAC conclusions: concur. 

C-b-101 Anne:.c B to 
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"c. CINC?AC Recor:u:iendations 

"Although it has been concluded that the TI~3ERWORK(C) 
pr~gram has not been successful (based on the current ~~ssion 
directives with existing restr~ct!ons), the current or;a~i­
zatior. and apparatus should be_:onti~ued for the following 
reasons: 

"(a) A complete phase-down would be evidence of a 
w.eakening on our side. 

"(b) The in-place agents/agent teams cause co~siderable 
political worry to the North. 

"(c) The present teams cause diversion of NVN military 
and security assets. 

"(d) The US military should reserve (even on a stand-by 
basis) a capability with some experience in operations in 
denied areas against the time when policy .n:ay change. 

"(e) The organizational nucleus, assets, facilities, 
and hardware to pursue or conduct UW in NVN are available 
and required for the suggested reorientation. 

"d. Group comment on CINCPAC's recommendations: concur. 

"e. CINCPAC Recommended Actions 

"To implement a reoriented TIMBERWORK(C) program, the 
following actions are suggested: 

"(a) Continue operations with existing teams to 
maximize intelligence collection possibilities and/or 
to support the NOTIONAL RESISTANCE organization. 

"(b) Intensify and refine external recruitment both 
to improve operations and to spread indications to the 
NVN security of expanded operations (the latter will 
support the NOTIONAL RESISTANCE facade). 

'-. "(c) De-emphasize the infiltration of long-term Black 
teams, limiting operations to activation of low-level 
intelligence nets and secure base are.as in tribal areas. 

"(d) Develop a capability for short duration "gray 
singleton agent" operations in the high priority target 
areas 17°-20° North. Agents will be drawn from ·POW and 
Chieu Hai channels to obtain relatively current area 
knowledge. 

"f. Group comment on CINCPAC recomm.ended actions: concur. 

"3. ~ Grouo Recommendations. It is recommended that: 

"a. The TIMBERWORK(C) program be reoriented to de-emphasize 
the employment of long-term agents/agent teams. 

"b. The main effort of the TIMBERWORK(C) program be placed 
on intelligence collection and the development of a NOTIONAL 
RESISTANCE group in NVN. 

"c. The TIMBERWORK(C) mission statement be changed to reflect 
the. current activities of the pros~am and to reorient the 
effort as recommended mission statement is: 'Infiltrate agents/ 
agent teams into NORTH VIETNAM for the purpose of supporting 
psychological warfare operations and the conduct of intelligence 
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collection. Teams will perform such fu~ctio~s as target 
acquisition, development of intellige~:e nets, distribution 
of PSYOP material, and '""" 

"d. Every effort be made to exfilt~a:e selected long-term 
agents from NORTH VIETl~A:·l for del::r1efir.g, p:-ogram reorienta­
tion and possible re-insertion. 

"e. Every e.ffort be made to recruit ;iotential agen"t candi­
dates from RVN. 

· "f . A periodic review and analysis of the STRATA team 
program be undertaken by MACSOG to es:ablish a realistic 
goal of the number of missions to be conducted. 

"g. New methods and techniques of infiltrating agents into 
NORTH VIETNAM be studied."* 

D. ~) SECURITY REVIEWS 

~wo detailed reviews of the security status of the long-term 

agent teams have been performed: the review in 1967 and 

CAS/J-2 review one year later in 1968. The results of these two 

studies are outlined below. 

l.~)-~. Io a memorandum to Chief, SOG, the 

Special ~sist.ant to SOG (CAS representative) sW1U11arized the 

results of survey as follows: 

"a • . CAS has now completed its review of all active OP-34 
teams. The results of our findings are summarized below for 
your convenience: 

"(l) Probably Under Hostile Control. Teams ROMEO, 
HADLEY, TOURBILLON and ARES. 

"(2) Doubtful Status. Team EAGLE. 

"(3) Probably Not Under Hostile Control. Teams RUMUS, 
EASY ALPHA, VERSE. 

"(4) Missing/Captured (not reviewed). Teams BELL and 
HECTOR. 

·~. Individual reviews, with suggested actions possibly 
pertinent to each. team, are appended to this Memorandum. 
With regard to the four teams regarded as probably uncontrolled, 
we understand the status of planning i~ as follows: 

"(l) EASY ALPHA and EASY are being"joined for greater 
defensive strength and to reduce the possibility of mutual 
contamination since they are operating in adjacent areas. 

"(2) Team VERSE is to be exf1ltrated at first opportunity, 
since their viability in the present area is considered poor. 

"(3) Team REMUS is being considered for reinforcement with 
a ~ire-tap capability."•• 

• ~ Report, MAC J-3, ." Ad Hoc Evaluatiol"' Group Report," 14 Feb 68, 
TIMBERWORK(C), pp 16-18 (SACSA). 

••~Memorandum, Special Assistant to Chief, 1 SOG, "Security Review 
o~34 Teams," 2 Jul 67. . 
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2. (r;:JcAS/J-2 ;.:.:..cv Review. In i-iay 1%8, COi·'.USr•:ACV con-
(. , " 

!'!.:-::-,edi that the team described in an NVN news release announcing/ 

the ca::iture of seven "spy commandoes" was Tear.! REl\:US. JCS ./ 

re?:ied that the developments with respect · to REMUS raised a 

serious question as to the security of all agent teams. MACY 

~as asked to cond~ct a security survey with the assistance of CAS 

Saigo!'l.** The rej:o::-t of this survey, summarizea below, not only 

concluded that all agent teams were compromised, but also tnat 

~any basic errors in training and operating procedures had contrib­

uted to the poor record of agent team operations. 

a. Conclusio:-:s of CAS/J-2 Reoort .. In addition to the four 

teams reported und·er enemy control by the ••• Report, EAGLE, 

EASY, and RED DRAGON were also concluded to be compromised. 

b. The Enemv. The report brought out that the Minister of 

Public Security (MPS), the opposition service in NVN, is a 

highly effective organization and has "handled" the controlled 

tear.is in a very professional manner. As a result, the evidence 

of compromise was. not easy to come by and required much careful 

'" 

-
. 
i.. 

c: ., 

6 

7 

6 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

ie 

study of many details to determine general trends and impressions. 19 

Specific glaring, flagrant evidence of hostile control was not 20 

found. It was the opinion of the survey .writers that "those 

operations which have been doubled by the opposition were done 22 

so to establish or maintain penetration agents in place within 23 

GVN and US agencies, particularly within STD. 11
••• 24 

c. Criteria Used to E:;tablish "Compromised"Teams. The one 25 

factor which was identified as the most reliable indicator of 26 

a team's compron:ise .was its failure to respond to an order to 27 

exfiltrate. When the order to exfiltr•te has been given, the 28 

normal response has been the termination of communications 

within 30 days. The other factors although less consistent 

29 

30 

also warrant close scruitiny: (1) significant lapses in team 31 

communications, and (2) reticence to perform assigned missions. 32 

t ~) 

.:: ~ 
Msg, MACV, DTG 140830Z May 68 
Msg, JCS, DTG 142204Z May 68 (SACSA) 
Report, CAS/J-2 USMACV, "Security Statµs of 
Agent Tea~s in NVN," 7 July 1968 (SACSA). 
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d. Prctle~ A~eas. ~he proble~ areas,briefly ~=verec 

below were considered to be the cause of the hos:::e :o~-

promise of the teams or the failure to detect the c~=;ro~ise 

earlier. 

(1) Lack of Personnel Conoartmentation 

"Throughout the operational cycle, ther~ occurs 
extensive overlapping among the agent-recruits, 
co::-..~encing with recruitment in the same ref~gee 
areas of persons well known to each other ~ho, sub­
sequently, are assigned to separate missions ~r. 

different target areas. . .. Lack of comparo;=e!'l~a-
t ion at training facilities also creates a security 
situation which can result in compromise. Teac 
members have been trained together, held ir. staging 
areas together, and then are launched as ~eparate 
tear.is into different target areas -- in at least 
one instance from the same aircraft."• 

(2) Security of Counteroart Or~an1zation. Some 

specific instances of poor security within STD were 

pointed out in the· report: (a) a member of STD's cedical 

6 

7 

8 

staff is the father of two members of Team EASY, (b) a 9 

senior STD operations officer is related to a tea~ member, 10 

(c) an STD guard is related to REMUS-8 and has been used 11 

as a point of contact, and (d) an unidentified ~e~ber of 12 

STD is related to the leader of Team HECTOR. 13 

(3) Multiole and Imcomoatible Team Missions. Assigned 

team missions have frequently been incompatible with the 

t~am's clandestine existence. The conduct of mis~ions 

11. 

15 

16 

such as sabotage, ambush, wire destruction has been inimical 17 
. 

to long-term security. 18 

"The situation in North Vietnam, where the 
population is under tight security control and 
were a friendly population . base is lacking, cakes 
long-term black agent-team operations self­
defeating, regardless of mission type. To co!'lduct 
missions which call attention to the presence of 
such teams only hastens their compromise."•• 

(4) Freguent Resuoply Missions and Unlocated Resuoolv 

Bundles. The shortage of good drop zones in l;'YN has 

necessitated the repeated use of the same zone for a given 

team. The re~ult has been to simplify the local security 

forces task of locating teams. 

Ibid., p. 8. 
Ibid., p. 9. 
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,_ 
(5) Authentication of Tea~ Secu~~ v ?o:lo~i~~ !nse~:~cn. 

The lack _cf sophistication in radio authentication proced­

ures and the reliance on STD corru::unicaticns personnel to 

judge on the safety or duress s~gnal on inco~ing messages 

placed this entire system in serious doubt. 

3. (TS) CINCPAC Comments. The purposals of MACV and CINCPAC 

in vie~ of the security review-findings were outlined in an 

August message: 

"a. Continuance of the TIMBERWORK(C) program. 

"b. Continued support of selected in-place teams on a 

case-by-case basis giving full consideration to safety of 

forces. 

"c. Exploitation of in-place teams to further the 

diversionary program. 

"d. Maintenance and expansion of the diversionary program. 

"e. Future insertion of new age-nt teams into NVN to enhance 

the credibility of the notional program."• 

E. (~) CINCPAC STRATA TEAM EVALUATION 

STRATA team operation were analyzed in September 1968, 

just prior to the bombing halt. The analysis message and the 

answer from COMUSMACV provide an insight into the successes 

and shortcomings of the STRATA program one year after its 

inception. 

l. (~ CINCPAC Analysis 

"a. As of 19 September, an analysis of the daily progress, 

after-action, and debriefing reports . received on the STRATA 

operations conduc~ed over the past year revealed the 

following: 

. "(l) The initial three STRATA teams were formed from 

then existing TIMBERWORK(C) assets. Two of these teams 

were later dropped as unreliable and one was MIA on its 

first mission. 

CINCPAC, DTG i1043oz Aug ~8 (SAC~A) 

.A.r.r.ex 5 to 
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"(2) Twenty-four ( 24) ;..i s.:;::. cn s :-. =.·.~ t een c c:-.:: u :::e :: . 

" ( 3) Seventeen (1 7) means ~ a v e been ! nf! l tra t e:: / 
exfiltrated i n tac t . 

"(4) Three tear.i s have beer: exf ! l :ra:e:: i.:.!. nus "i< ey 
personne l . 

"(5) Teams infiltrated 27 Cc t 67 a :i:: 14 Ma y 68 are 
MIA. 

"(6) Two teams are now in ~he OPAREA. 

"(7) Only four teams (S- l l ~ , S-117, S-115 and S-119) 
appear to have completed ;;r!.=ary r.; iss i on of roadwatch and 
reported movements, truc k ~ar"i<s and =o:or pool locations. 
However, there is no discer~!ble evidence of tactical 
reactions to this reporting. 

"(8) Of the four teams cited in (7) above , only S-117 
was exfiltrated intact . S-114 was extracted minus the 
team leader, assistant tea= leader, and radio operator. 
S-115 reported three members ~IA as a result of firefight.· 
S-119 reported the team leacer and a scout MIA on recon­
naissance. Except for two ::o~plete teams reported as MIA, 
no non-productive missions have resulted in lost personnel. 

"b. Based on the above findings, the following co:nments and 
suggestions are provided: 

"(l) Infiltration/exfiltration techniques have proven 
to be sound. 

"(2) Agent and team trai:i!ng has ioproved over the past 
year; however, a real-time re?orting capability coupled 
with tactical reaction to reported targets could further 
enhance team effectiveness. 

"(3) The recently completed ;.: ACV J-2/CAS security 
survey highlighted the kno~-:n and suspected penetrations/ 
compromises in the TIMBER\·iO?-~ (C) program. The loss of 
key personnel on productive =issions coupled with the 
fact that TIMBERWORK(C) rescurces provided personnel for 
STRATA teams suggests that a security survey be conducted 
on STRATA assets and facil i ties. 

"(4) Since there is no available evidence that any team 
has reported a lucrative target which has been exploited 
tactically on a real-time basis, request CINCPAC be · 
provided information on S~:U.TA real-time reporting capa­
bility and STRATA-reported target reaction and tactical 
exploitation."' 

2. ~ COMUSMACV Reol y 

"a. Reference suggests a security suryey be conducted on 
STRATA and requests information on: 

"(l) Real-time reporting capability. 

"(2) Target reaction and tactical exploitation. 

"b. An operational security inspection of MACSOG will be 
...___ conducted by a CINCPAC OPSEC tear.ion 11 Oct. STRATA assets 

and facilities are included i:i tnat inspection. 

i ('Ai\> Msg, CINCPAC, DTG 210219Z Sep 68 

T~T C-o - :..S7 
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"c. Reference paragra~h a (l) throug~ ~6) y c~r =essage, SOG 
conducted 22 S~RATA insertions and 2_ extrac::c~s intc/frc~ 
NV~ during period 17 ~ar-2 6 Se~ 1968 . One :ea= ( STRA7A 120 ) 
i s ~issing. · Casualties were inflicted on :ea=s : 14 , ::5, 
119, and 120. Fifteen (15) S7RATA casua l t ies (:< IA) have 
resulted fro~ a total insertion of 16~ persc"~el this year. 
Fift y-seven ( 57) STRATA personne l · ~re now :n :~e opera:iona l 
status. Five enemy are known KI A by bcdy cc~n:. On c:her 
occasions, mines emplaced by ST~ATA have bee~ detonated ~ith 
undeternined casualt y producing effect . 

"d. Reference paragraph a(7) your message, following dis­
cernible evidence of tactical reaction to S7RA7A reporting 
is suboitted: 

"(l) STRATA 114 reported on 12 Jun 68 a truck park and 
motor pool in addition to other convoy infor~~tion. This 
target was attacked. 

"(2) STRATA 119 reported on 5 Aug 68 a truc.k park and a 
by-pass trail. This by-pass information assisted target­
ing officers in deciding flow of enemy traffic and other 
probable truck parks. 

"( 3) STRATA 115 reported on 6 Aug 68 a well used trail. 
That report coupled with enemy ground fire directed towards 
FAC aircraft flying over that area resulted in air strikes 
along this infiltration route. 

"(4) STRATA 118 upon extraction on 21 Aug 68 reported 
enemy troops. This target was attacked on 22 Aug in 
conjunction with a strike against known antiaircraft 
positions in same area. 

"(5) STRATA 115 verified the existence of a four meter 
wide road which had been periodically bo~bed by 7th AF 
aircraft. The STRATA team determined that this road was 
no longer used. This information resulted in halting 
air strikes into an unproductive area. 

"(6) STRATA 117 roadwatched Route 196. This route was 
found to be unused. Its status is reflected on the air 
target list. 

"e. Reference paragraph b(l) your message, infiltration/ 
exfiltration techniques are under constant review to improve 
performance and to avoid stereotyped operations. 

"f. Reference paragraph b(2) your message, one method of 
improving real-time reporting capability and tactical reaction 
is being considered. That of using the U-10 for radio realy 
to increase time and area coverage for STRATA and other 

· activities. 

"g. Reference paragraph b(3) your message, four members of 
STRATA 115 were lost after being detected in their base camp 
by a dog and tracking party. They were ·the team leader, RTO 
and two members. This headquarters attributes the loss of 
other key personnel to the greater risks assu~ed by leaders. 
STRATA 114 lost its team leader, assistant and RTO at a road­
watch site. STRATA 119 lost its team leader and a member 
while on reconnaissance to capture a prisoner. 

"h. Reference p~ragraph b(4) your message, STRATA has 
following real-time reporting capability now in use: 

"(l) PRC-74 for communication from team to FOB and to 
ABCCC. Link between team and FOB is reliable; link 
between team and ABCCC is unr~liable. Causes are difficulty 
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l 
in comprehension of brevity codes as; spoken by indigenous 
personnel, rapid speech by A3CCC and matching of team 
antenna to ABCCC frequencies ~CD oroit. Link between FOB 
and ABCCC is inter~ittent because . of distances between 
stations. 

"(2) PRC-25 for co:r.municat!.orrs between team and FAC, at 
present: specia-ly fragged FACs (02-A) used for STRATA 
are available for insertion, extraction, direction finding 
and visual reconnaissance in STRATA target area. Stay time 
for 02-As 'flying from NKP is approximately two hours in 
STRATA target areas. 

"i. The factors listed below limit the success of STRATA 
operations: 

"(l) Operational techniques are still being developed and 
must be frequently adjusted to meet the enemy's response to 
STRATA infiltrations. 

"(2) Majority of indigenous personnel have brief and 
limited military experience. 

"(3) There is no pool of trained indigenous team leader 
personnel to draw upon. 

"(4) Operational area is within North Vietnam. 

"(5) Terrain is mountainous and covered by primary 
jungle. 

11 (6) Survival, mobiiity and observation are adversely 
affected by the north-east monsoon from November through 
April. 

·
11 j. Based on the facts cited above, we believe STRATA teams 

have done as well as could be expected. There is every 
reason to expect that as selection methods for STRATA personnel 
and training are improved the productivity of these teams will 
increase."• 

* ~) Msg, COMUSMACV, DTG 01Q446Z Oct 68 
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