


{ V I E T N A M , Easter 1972 } 

For over a decade, in violation of the 
Geneva Agreement which they had signed, the 
North Vietnamese communists had been sending 
men and vast quantities of weapons into South 
Vietnam. Under cover of the so-called National 
Liberation Front, created by and directed from 
Hanoi, they had waged a guerilla war ~hick, in 
spite of their .mightiest exertions, had failed to 
bring any nearer the goal which at times had 
seemed to be within their reach : the annexation 
of the South by force of a_rms. 



On March 29, 1972, they shifted to a new 
form of warfare. On that day, the North Viet­
namese Army poured its troops across the seven,. 
teenth parallel and, in blitzkrieg fashion, inva­
ded the territory of the Republic of V ietn~m. 

The 304th, 308th and 324th North Vietnam­
ese divisions, supported by the latest model 
Soviet tanks, artillery and units of SAM missiles, 
launched massive attacks against government 
posts in the Southern part of the Demilitarized 
zone (DMZ). It is estimated that the invading 
force consisted of no less than 19 regular divi­
sions and 600 tanks. 



-- --~-

Th_e A~my of the Republic of Vietnam 
(ARV N} opposed a heroic- resistance to the ene· 
my thrust in the northermosi province of Quang­
Tri, while the whole population of the frontier 
zones of Giolinh, Dong-Ha and Cam-Lo, number­
ing over 22,0QO persons, fled southward. Under 
the increasing pressure of the enemy, Quang-Tri 
hadt.o be abandqned in late Ayril. 

Tliere was panic as the communist troops· 
approached the provincial capital. Whereas the 
majority of its 317,800 inhabitants ponred out in 
all directions (except Northwards), using what­
ever means of transportation they could find, in­
cluding battered old perambulators piled up high 
with huge mound~ of household effects, more than 
7,000 persons were trapped within the city. They 
had no choice but to burroiiJ deep into the ground 
and entrench themselves in makeshift shelters. 
In silence, the tense columns of women, children 
and old people hurried in the direction of Hue, 

. the old imperial capital, along National High­
way One, escorted by their dogs, their cows, pigs 
and buffaloes, leaving behind them Quang-Tri 
ablaze. Most of the unfortunate refugees were 
never to r_each Hue : they had been moved down 
en route by communist fire on the 24th and 29th 
April. 



A U.S. soldier, llfajor Donald Price, who 
happened to be on the South side of the My­
Chanh bridge during that never to be forgotten 
April 24, 1972, and wi~nessed the massacre of 

· the innocents, gave the following account. 

On that day, the first wave of refugees had 
left Quang-Tri and, .heading South, was making 
its way toward the bridge, when suddenly the 
North Vietnamese soldiers, hidden along the 
sides of the road, raked the highway with fire, 
while ·their powerful artillery cut deep bloody 
swaths in the column, which broke up. B,odies of 
women, children, infants and old people lay 
strewn. about the road and on the white sand 
dunes nearby. The burning vehicles generated 
a thick black screen of smoke which concealed 
a gruesome sight : Five days later, the same 
macabre scenario repeated itse}f along the same 
section of road, which-has since been call« High­
way of Horror». 

il 



Le mas.sacre des 29 et 30 Avril a ete suivi 
d'un bout a l'autre par .un autre temoin, le Com­
mandant americain Robert Sheridan. de son 
poste d'observation, situe dans un petit village a 
1 km au Nord du .pont de My-Chanh. 

Avec Sheridan se trouvaient egalement quel­
ques journalistes etrangers . qui filmerent la 
sinistre scene. Grace a leurs temoignages et aux 
declarations des autorites locales, on sait que le 
premier convoi, le plus important . et le plus 

. ' . . 

nombreux et s'echelonnant sur plusieurs· kilo-
metres, demarra tot le matin. Au bout d'une 
dizaine de kiiometres, i1 aUeign~t le district de 
Hai-tang sur une route qui fait jonction avec 
la route nationale No. l.· A ce moment la, les 
communistes- nord--vietnamiens, en e:Dibuscade a 
(ruelqµes centaines de metr~ id'Est de l~ route 
No. I, ouvrirent le feu. Les vehicules de tete . 

. furent aUeints et s'~mobiliserent, . bloquant la 
voie. Ce f.ut un. embouteillage monstre et la 
paniq~a" eiai~ generale. \ 

Les .· communistes pointerent sur . cette foule 

sans defense leurs armes autoxnatiques et leurs 
canons 130. Ils · tirerent et tirerent sans ·reJ)it 
durant toute ·1a journee. Pour massacrer plus 

. efficacement, ils utilisaient des obus a retarde­
ment qui eclataient entre 30 et 50 ~etres des 
refogies ~t fauchaient les malheureux par 
grappes. Ceux qui survivaieni grimperent sur 

-ceux qui gisaient pour fuir. . . ' 

The massacr..e on 29th and 30th April was 
. witnessed from'· beginning to end by Ma;. Robert 
Sheridan from his look-out post in a small village 
a.bout 3/4 mile North of the bridge. 

With Maj~r Price were some foreign cor­
re~pondents who filmed the scene. From their 
reports and the statements made by the local au­
thorities, it appears that the first convoy of 
refugees, the largest of all, strung along several 
miles, had covered some seven miles before they 
reached the Hai-Lang district. At a road inter­
s.ection, the North Vietnamese soldiers, who had 
been lying in wait a few hundred yards east of 
the High.way, opened fire. The first cars in the 
convoy were · hif and stopped, blocking the way. 
A mammo«Jth tfa/ fie sharl e~ued, provoking 
general panic. · 

. On this 'defenceless, . frightened crowd the 
communists trained their automatic weapons and 
their l 30mm cannon. The firing never stopped. 
To . . ensu~e that the slaughter would be 100 % 
effective, they ,1tsed time-bombs which . explosed 
about 30 or .50 yatds 'from the people and playe~ 
havoc among them. To - e.scape, . the survi;ors . 

,. cl~mbered: over :eher dead • . · . . 



Le-Xuan-Thuy s'est rallie a la cause nat_ionale. 
Le-Xucin-Thuy joins the governmental side . 

-. It has been asserted by some observers t~ 
the attack had occurred because of the presence 
of military trucks · in the refugee convoy. Such 
an error, however, would have. been impossible, 
since vehicles . packed with women itnd children 
could never have been mistaken, in br_oad day-

. light, for Army lorries cr:rrying soldiers. · 
The few military vehicles in the convoy 

were flying Red Cross flags, wah large red 
crosses painted over the sides and at the back : 
they were transporting wounded soUiers on 
stretchers. . .• j 

A former- North Vietnamese communist 
soldier who recently rallied round to the national 
cause, Le Xuan Thµy, one time corporal of the 
4th Signal Battalion, 2nd Regiment of the North 

- Vietnamese 324th Division, confirmed at a press 
conference held o-,,. September 8, 1972, that the 
ma'ssacre of civilians had been deliberate • 

. According to ·Thuy, who . had infiltrated . into 
South Vietnam in October, 1971, and had taken 
part in~,that massacre at Hai-Lan~ between 29 
April and 3 May, communist troops had orders 
1io · fire at all those fleeing So<uth, as they weT;e 
held to be enemies of Communism. 



Nicholas Ruggieri, an American journalist 
who visited the scene after the carnage, reported 
that some colleagues of his nicknamed that 3/4 
mile of road «Highway of Horror», but that in 
his estimation, the « Highway of Horror» was 
over seven miles long, for he had seen with his · 
own eyes burnt-out vehicles and decomposed 
bodies littering the road from as far away as 

Lavang. 
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It was not, however, until the end of June, 
when the Government troops counter-attacked in 
an effort to ·recapture Quang-Tri, that the 
full dimension of the tragedy along Highway 
One came to light. 

It was an infernal, satanic vision beyond the 
scope of human imagination. Thousands of 
corpses lq,y pelmell along the wide road and in 
the adjoining- fields. They had became unre­
cognizable, torn arnl mangled as· they had been 
by enemy artillery, and the tropical sun had 
completed the work of decay and destruction. 

Shapeless, dismembered . bodies scattered 
among the broken f urnitufe, the ·burst-open suit­
cases, the twisted motorbikes, the ove.rturned and 
charred vehicles of all kinds. -· 
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The lowest estimate of the numher of . the 
people ,killed .was over 2000 ; . this figure was 

. advanced by the Red · Cross So_ciety on the basic 
·of the number of bodies found. In the iudgment · 
of the local authorities; however, the J£umber of 
those missing is no doubt higher; .(ls people.· c~uld ' · 
have been killed while fleeing, 9r they might have 
been hold up in the cammunist-controlled areas, 
,or forced to go North~ or tigazn just bu,ried_ under 
the sand dunes by . the road~ide. . · 
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Le soleil paracheve l'reuvre de destruction 
des communistes. 
The tropical sun completes the work 
of destruction. 

The task of collecting the dead, and the en­
suing puzzle of trying · to identify them, proved 
most arduous and dangero"us. Volunteers · came 
forward to gather the disintegrating r.emains and 
place them in nylon bags, then carry them to 
mass graves, silently watched by the nervous 
relatives of those. missing, who feared that in 
these bags perhaps were to be fou'nd some of their 
beloved. ·' . 

A few miles away, a group of ·Brddhist~ as 
well as Roman Catholics were I everishly moving 
the vast expanse of sand situated South of Quang­
Tri where the great tragedy had taken place; in 
the tenacious hope of finding the missing: ' "· 

\ 
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Newsman Nguyen Linh Chau, of <£ large 
circulation Saigon .paper, ,who had been with the 
paratroopers one of the first people to land on 
this road after the flight of the communists, gave 
a grisly report. In the Lavang district, on lifting 

. . 

a strawmat, he saw the . body of a woman still · 
clutching in her arms the skeleton of her infant. 

In the same district, he saw the bodies of 
nine members of one family lying on the straw­
mat, with a trunk in the middle of them all con­
taining the bodies of two. small children. 
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Vision cauche~aresque . 

A grisly vision. 

Mr. Ranli Wirtanen who recently visited the 
Republic of V iet'ham, has described in the daily 
newspaper UUS/ SUOMI published at Helsinki 
(Finland) on September 20, 1972, how were 
being enacted the collective burials of these vic­
tims : « The memorial service and burial took 
place in two parts, one in August and the another 
in September. 

« The Service began at 10:00 in the morn­
ing. The inhabitants of the Phong Nguyen village 
gathered quietly at a barrack on the outskirts of 

. the village. 

« The nuns li/ white candles and sticks of 
incense at the ends of the co/ fins. Priests spoke. 
Someone .read the benediction ... 

« Six big trucks loaded with co/ fins drove 
to the high ground. · 

Nuns, relatives and last remaining men in 
the village had dug the graves. ' 

« The Governor of the province helped 
lower the first coffin into the grave. He threw a 
fist/ ull of sand on the boards. He was followed 
by nuns and some of the funeral guests. The same 
thing was repeated 50 times». 

\ 

f 
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Tlie communists have launched further of­
fensives in other regions of South Vietnam. Wher­
ever they attack; the tragedy of Highway One is 
repeated. 

Is this the glorious war of liberation they 
have proclaimed with so much fanfare? 

29 



\ 

Is this not rather plain murder, cold­
blooded ass"assination of innocent people, women, 
children ,and old folk whose only crime is that 
they were fleeing communist rule ? World public 
opinion is shocked.. Tfl,e fresh graves, whether 
collective or individual of thousands of refugees 
bear testimonr to the lact tlu:a inaiscriminate 
slaughtering of civilians is part of a plan to sub­
jugate South . Vietnam by force of arms and 
through terror. 



Sir Robert Thompson, the British expert on 
Vietnam, commented in the September 8 issue of 
the « London Daily Telegraph » : « Those mass­
acres were not the result of bombing errors, but 
had been care/ ully planned. The 130mm cannon 
supplied by the ·Russians and which were used 
on the Quang-Tri refugees during their ~ May exo­
dus, killed and maimed more than 20,0()0 
people.» 

Brigadier Thompson added that such mass­
acres are by no means isolated acts 'committed 
by undisciplined soldiers. They are, on the con­
trary, part and pa~cel of a vast poli~y of terror 
which has been carried out for the last twelve 
years to eliminate those who refuse to comply 
with their orders, to terrorize the population and 

·weaken its resistance». 
/ Uver 36,000 persons have bren the victims 

of this policy. 
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- ' ' ... 
1~ is time_. i/iat .this~ bat.b~rous policy· be 

stopped . . . . ,;-;~ .~, ·,; ' '. :, . . ' 
, • . ',I '·'· . ~J:,1,,~~~ ; ' ·~. .• ' ' • 

, 1y ·• The Governme,nt of the · eptiblic of Vietnam 
' appeals to world public opiiiion .to ~ohdemn and 

reprove suck ' methods, ~TiOst barbarity show~ 
,·t' . 

clearly . enough how hollow are the .. IJ.igksoundin.£ 
principles ·aid the paitiotk · c1aims pf tko,se wlu 
resort to ..,t.hem to achieve. t~ir. fanatital ends. 

. ' ~ . 


