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SUBJECT: DAILY COMMANIER 'S EVALUATION 05 ®@H ~ 26 18J0H APR 72
1. (C) ENEMY AGTIVITY:

A. ENEMY ACTIVITY IN MR I1I REMAINED AT A HIGH LEVEL
IGRING THE 24 HOUR PERIOD, WITH 34 ENEMY INITIATED INCIDENTS
REPORTED (1 DIR FIRE, 5 GND ATKS, 28 ABF). THERE WERE NO
SIGNIFICANT UNIT IDENTIFICATIONS OR RELOCATIONS DURING T HIS
PERIOD., ENEMY ACTIVITY 1S EXPECTED TO REMAIN AT THIS HIGH
LEVEL DURING THE NEXT 24 HURS,

B. DURING THE REPORTING PERIOD, T HERE WERE 2 ENEMY INITIATED
INCIDENTS INyOLVING US PERSONMEL, RESULTING IN 5 US W IA AND
¢ MIA. ON ©50352H APR, 3 KM SOUTH OF LOC NINH (XU 741256),
A COBKA GUNSHIP WAS SHOT DOWN BY GAF. THE TWO CREWMEN
AKL LISTED AS MIA AND THE G/S IS A COMBAT LOSS. ON
4513150 APRy A (O, 1,12 CAy DETONATED A BBT WHILE DEPLOYING
DURING A COMBAT ASSAULT (YT 126252) 4 KM NW OF BEAR CAT,
5 US WERL WOUNIED,

C. ALTHOUGH ARVN REPORTS ARE SLOW AND RELATIVELY
INACCURATE, THESE ARE MY OBSERVATIONS OF THE BATTLE

—_—

OF LOC NINH, AT ABOUT ©533 HOURS ON 5 APR, LOC NINH WAS

BROUGHT UNDER HEAVY ATTACK BY WHAT 1 ESTIMATE TO BE A
REINFORCED REGIMENT (PROBABLY FROM THE 5 vC DIV), THRE WERE
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EAR THE WIRE. ME ENIMY POUNDED THE |

REA WITH HEAVY FIRES (69/ & MORTARS AND {@ ROCKETS, THERE

5 WERE ALSO UNCONFIRMED REPORTS OF mgfm’w AND 76MM TANK GUN

FIRES), GRCUND TO AIR FIRES PREVAILED THROUGHOUT THE PERIOD -

MOSTLY SMALL ARMS BUT SOME .51 CAL, THE.EINEMY WAS PRESSING FROM

p THE WEST, SOUTHNEST AND, LATER IN TIE 'nAy, REPORTEDLY FROM THE ;ij |
OC NINH WOULD HAVE __——

EARLY IN TH DAY HAD IT NOT

e DEEN FOR THE MAGNIF ICANT SUPPORT OF THE 7TH AF AND TH BRILLIANT

NORTH, THERE CAN BE NO QUESTION T

FALLEN IN THE HANDS OF TH ENE

FIRE DIRECTION EFFORTS OF A YOUNG ARMY CAPTAIN, SMITH,

AS 1T NOW STANIS , LOC NINH REMAINS IN FRIENDLY HANIS, AND THE

o ENEMY THRUST HAS BEEN BLUNTED, 1IT REMAINS FOR ARVN TO BEGIN

ThE MANEUVER TO DRIVE HIM OUT OF THE PROVINCE., ASIDE FROM THE

CBRA CREW OF TWO, THERE HAVE BEEN NO REPORTS OF CASUALTIES

- AT LOC NINH, THIS IS DUE TO THE PAUCITY OF THE REPORTING SYSTEM,
SINCE I FEEL THAT OTHER CASUALTIES HAVE OCCURRED,

® . C) FRIENDLY SITUATION:
e A DLSPOSITION OF FORCES: NO CHANGE,

B. FRIENILY ACTIVITY: IN THE III CORPS AREA OF OPERATION FRIENDLY
L

fLEMENTS CONT INUED TO REACT TO ENEMY ATTACKS, PRIMARILY W ITH US

e FIR FORCE GUNSHIP, TAC AIR, AND HELICOPTER GUNSHIP SUPPORT. AS OF
ThIS HOUR ALL MAJOR AREAS REMAIN UNDER FRIENDLY CONTROL W IT H PRESSURE
ON LOC NINH STILL REMAINING CRITICAL., ALTHOUGH QUAN LOI WAS SUB -

@ JECTED TO ABF AND GROUND PROBES YESTERDAY, THE HELICOPTER REFUEL

AND REARM POINT REMAINS UNDER ARVN CONTROL., IN THE 5TH DIVISI ON AREA
OF OP ERATIONS NUMEROUS SIGNIFICANT CONT ACTS WERE REPORTED. AT 2645
o TTPIIYY = ~rrrye,  DECLASSIFIED
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' HOURS ELEMENTS oF THE 9& AND 987 Rf' CCHPAN! ON &ARGH QPERATION EN~

~y srmmr‘m: STH DIVISION; RECON cop Y monrm EhcAcING -
- MATED COMPANY V1C XT 735; uz L] u LA mm xmws 21 m:rrr AND T

CAP TURING @3 AK4T WHILE mmm.t Losszs WERE 2 xn.u:n, 06 W 1A AND 93
WEAPONS HIA INCLUDING 91 N"ﬁﬂ HG. DURING THE AFTEWOON EIIHENTS OF‘ ‘

THE 52ND REGIMENT sm:rr THE AREA mnzmxrm o 'nmm mem' v:c XT . f
639 (12 KM SH x_oc Nmm WHERE HEAVY CONTACT- HAD BEEN' momzn wrr” "
AN UNKNOWN SI ZE roncz rwnmc 12 Ve xm AND 2 AK4T GIA, AT 1345 :

.

GAGED AN ENEMY FORCE vxc AT 7668 (20°KM S AN LoC) xm.mc 07 Emm
AND CAPTURING @1 AA MG AND 02 MGS, AT 1420 HOURS v1<: XT 5843 20 KN
W LAI KHE) THE 3/43 INFANTRY WHILE ON SEARCH OPERATIONS muun 25
ENENY BODIES AND cmmnzn 03 B~40 RL 'S FRIENILY FORCES ALSO REPORTED
DESTR OF ING 01 ENEME TANK BY ARTILLER'! DIRECT FIRE WHILE VNAF REPORTED
DESTROY ING 01 m:m 1051 HOW VIC xU 655835 . NO SIGNIFICANT FRIENDLY
CONTACTS IN THE 25T H DIVISION AREA OF opzmmons WERE mromn THE
4TH, STH AND 6TH RGR GPS CLE ARED MR3 YESTERDAY. ' N

C. FUTURE PLANS: LAST NIGHT I DISCUSSED PLANS FOR 'romv WITH GEN ?
MINK. HE PLANS T0 AIR LIFT'THE 3D RANGER GROUP WITH THE 31, 36 AND -
52 BNS TO AN LOC. IN ADDITION, HE FLANS TO MOVE THE 3D A(B WITH

C N

~

ThE 1&Th ACR, 2-8 INF AND 3 CAV TRP TO CHON THANH, CLEARING

THE ROAD, THEN RETURNING TO THE SOUTH OF LAI KHE. AS THESE MOVES

TAKE PLACE, THE PLAN IS TO CONSTITUTE A RESERVE WITH ELEMENTS OF TIH

56TH REGI AND POSSIBLY TWO BORDER RGR BNS AND POSITION THEM IN TH viC
OF TAY NINH, - | B L
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