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--·N;O Ft£HriEN'CE SHOULD BE 
·MADE TO THIS MESSAGE IN 
.OTif.E~ THAN; USASSD CHANNELS 
z 06'1207z APR "12 

FH l"t HOU. INGSWORTH CQ TRAC LIN Rt' N 

TO GEN ABRAMS CCJ1USMACV ScN RVN 

ARV 07 '4.3 EYES ONll 

SUBJECTS DAILY COMMANI.ER 'S EVALUATION 051W0H - 061000H APR 72 

1 • ( C) ENE M't ACT IV I TY : 

A. ENEMY ACTIVI1Y IN MR Ill REMAJN:D AT A HIGH LEVEL 

WRING THE 24 HOUR PERIOD, WITH 34 ENEMY INITIATED INCIDENTS 

REPORTED (1 DIR FIRE, 5 GND ATKS, 28 ABF). THERE WERE NO 

SIGNIFICANT UNIT IDENTIFICATIONS OR RELOCATIONS WRING THIS 

t PERIOD. ENEMY ACT1VI1Y IS ExPECTED TO REMAIN AT THIS HIGH 
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LEVEL DUR ING THE NEXT 2 4 .l:DURS • 

' a. DURING TliE REPORTING PEftIOD, Tl£RE WERE 2 ENEMY INITIATED 

l~CIDENTS INVOLVING US PERSONNEL, RE&JLTING IN 5 US W IA AND 

~MIA. ON 0511)152H APR, 3 KM SOUTH OF LOC NINH <XU 74'7286), 

A COBHA GUNSHIP WAS SWT DOWN BY GAF. THE TWO CREWMEN 

ARE. LIST E.D AS MIA AND ThE G/S IS A Cct1BAT LOSS. ON 

-:. Jl.11 ?rt APR, A CO, l /12 CAV D El OW\ I ED A BB T WHILE DEPLOY ING 

11.J h'.1 NG A COMBAT ASSAULT CY T 126252) 4 KM NW OF BEAR CAT. 

;; U.) w £R £.. W OUN DE D • 

C. ALTHOUGH ARVN REPORTS ARE SLOW AND RELATIVELY 

It~ACCURATE, THESE ARE MY OBSE~ ATIONS OF THE BAIT LE 

t. OF LOC NINH. AT ABOUT 0530 HOURS ON 5 APR, LOC NINH WAS 
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BROUGHT UNDER HEAVY ATTACK BY WWtT I ESflMATE TO BE A 

REINFORCED REGIMENT <PROBABLY FRCJ1 Tl£ 5 VC DIV>. TlERE WERE 
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llIAR THE W 1 RE • T .tR OU GHOUT DAY , HE I NIMY P OUN DEJ> THE . 

, .<:;,·AREA WITH Hi:AVY FIR&:S <60/~ MORTARS AND 1"7 RCX:KETS. TIER[ 

i WERE ALSO UNCONFIRMED REPORTS or 10~HlW AND 76MM TANK GUN 
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FIRES>. GRWND TO AIR FIR£S PREVAILED THROUGHOUT TJ£ PtRIOD -

MOSfLY SMALL ARMS BUT SOME .51 CAL. THE. DIEMY WAS PRESS! tot Fl\OM 

THE WEST, SOUTlilEST AND, LATER IN T 1£ DAY, REPORTEDLY FI\OM THE 
( 

5 lpr- ~ 
NORTH • THERE c NINH wru~·· 

FAU. EN IN THE ii.ANDS OF 11£ ENE HAD IT NOT 

BEEN FOR THE MAGNIFICANT SUPPORT OF THE 71H AF AND Tl£ BRILLIANT 

FIRE DIRECTION EFFORTS OF A YOUNG ARMY CAPTAIN, SMITH • 

AS 11 NOW STANIS, J..OC NINH REMAINS IN FRIENDLY HANIE, AND THE 

ENEMY l.HIWST HAS BEEN BLUNTED. IT REMAINS FOR ARVN TO BEGIN 

ThE MANEUVER TO DRIVE HIM OUT OF THE PROVINCE. ASIDE FROM Tl£ 
~ 

CWRA CREW OF TWO, THERE HAVE BEEN NO REPORTS OF CASUAL.TIES 

AT LOG NINh. THIS IS DUE TO Tl£ PAUCI1Y OF TH[ «EPORTING SYSTEM, 

SINCE I FEEL T H\T OTHER CASUALTIES HAVE OCCURRED • 

~. c C) FR IE ND LY SITUATION: 

A. DISPOSITION OF FORCES: NO CHANGE • 

B. FRI EN IL Y AC TI VI 1Y : IN THI III CORPS AREA OF OP ERA TION FRIENDLY 

E.LEMENTS CONTINUED TO REACT TO ENEMY ATTACKS, PRIMARILY WITH US 

AIR FORCE GUNSh!P, TAC AIR, AND HELICOPTER GUNSHIP SUPPORT. AS OF 

ThIS hOUR ALL MAJOR AREAS REMAIN UNLER FRIENDLY CONTROL WITH PRESSURE 

ON LOC NINH STILL REMAINING CRITICAL. ALTHOUGH QUAN LOI WAS SUB -

JlCU:D TO ABF AND GROUND PROOES YESTERDAY, THE HELICOP'IER REFUEL 

AND RE.ARM POINT REMAINS UNDER ARVN CONTROL. IN THE 5TH DIVISION AREA 

OF rP £RATIONS NUMEROUS Slc;NIFICANT CONT ACTS WERE REPORTED. AT 0645 
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"'' c', ,,; ;'\;<. , ,· ., · · ~~., ;, ,'' ~"'~~:;;~-:;;;;7·y·°'~.">i~[~:~,;'~'':,{••fl~f ·w, 
_.,,,·.'·,·~·,[sTJRlllY(.THE .~TH :J>ivJ~~°"E~toN'ceMPMY ~OITEJJ E'1aM1~Nc{-iH~lsi1.-:: _:"-;~:;;:,,! 

. ·.~'r-,;i .· ·t- .... _:~·'·' , ·;:.· .. ,·• .. . ; '. ... ..4 • • ._..' 

MATED C.OMPAHf V.lC xr ,,.,1·,aa:·gM tf LAI KHE·r:.xxu..1Ns· 21 tNEPJY AND •<'$ ~:~ 

• cAP 1U R1~a 01 AK1at:f.H1u: FRJE~..,t·:;ios~t.S· lfiu~~.~ k i~i»,. ,,,,·J,iA,'.AND 03.· "· 
: ,,. . .. , •1 . . • .'' . ,~, . : . :. .· 

• wEAPoNs 111A INcLuD1~a 01. "~0 .. :ifi::.-~nuR.rN<: · i11£ -~nia,Noo~ iu:r:tIN'f ~-9~~ ... : 
ThE 52ND RIGlM[N'f SWIPT .. Tlt: AREA 'n1HEDIA1'ILt t& ... tHIIR ·,Rirf .,JiIC XT . ' j 

e 6 l9~ <12 KM ·~II .LOC .Nl.!'ff ~:]f~RE H£AVJ. C~ACT; HA}, BEIN(~Ol;ED l~IT:.M?~·? ... >;.~ 
. . .'.,;,_' . . . - , . -· . . ~- . ... . . :. ·"'.~ ·-· .· ij .. 

• AN UNKNOWN s1zr'roRCI ·FINDING.12 vc KIA AND 2· AK47 ~A.. ·AT'i34S., ,· . : 

HouRs w:Mwrs or THE''§~ _AN1' 987 Rr ·cO'!PANf oN 1&:Jca ,0Pi:i!r10N r:N:- ,.· .. 
GAGED AH ENEMY rOia:: vic.xt 7'68 <28·KM s-AN L·oc) KILLtNa eiENtMr" · • 
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< •••• - - -. • • - ~- <.;.~ 

AND CAP·10 RING 01 AA MG AND 02 MGS • AT 11&20 HOURS VIC· XT 5843 <20 KM 

W LAI KliE> THE 'J/43 INFANTR'! WHIJ • .£ ON SEARCH OPERATIONS JQUND2~ 
.. - - ,., 

'· -- ' ' ·- t 

ENEMY BODIES_ ~ND CW~RED 03.· 8•40,, Rt. 'S FRIENlLY FORCES A~O Jl:PORTED 

DESTR C1l I~G 01' E~HI, TAN~ sy· ARTILU:~ DIRICT FIR[ i HILI VNA; _;RIPORTED 
-· .. ' / 

DESfRC1lING 01£NEMr10.5MM HOW VIC.XU 655035. NO SIGNIF.ICANT FR!ENil.Y 
,.,._~ • ¥ • ·-- .,, 

~: 

CONTACTS IN THE 251 H DI VISION ARFA OF OPERATIONS WERE REPORTED •. THE: 
• • •• ~ r •, 

4TH, 5TH AND 6TH RGR GPS CU: ARED M R3 YESTERDAY~ 

C. FUTURE PLANSt LAS! NIGHT I DISCUSSED PLANS FOR TOMY WITH GEN 

MINH. HE PLANS 10 AIR LlrT:-THE ~ RAN~R GROUP WITH THE s1, 36 AND 

.5~ BNS TO AN Loe. IN ADDITION; H[ R.ANS TO MOVE THE 3D AQ3 WITH 

T hE l bl h ACR, 2-s INF AND 1 CAV TRP TO CHON THANH, CLEARING 

ThE ROAD, THEN REI'URNING TO THE SOUTH OF LAI K HE• AS THESE t'OVES 
. . 

TAKE PLACE, THE PLAN IS TO coosr IT UTE A RESERVE WITH E l..EMENTS OF T 1£ 

50TH RE~ AND POSSIBLY 'IWO BORDER l\SR BNS AND POSITION THEM IN Tl£ VIC 

OF TAY NINH • 
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