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SIX PURPLE HEARTS on

dense jungle foliage which conceals

‘- Hedge-hopping over the trees 50 Lo 100 feet above the gronnd,

Commando S1.'s Special Aerial
Spray TFlight, better known as
Ranch Hand, defoliate the Vict
Cang hiding piaces with an acrial
spray.

The C-123 used by Danch Iand
to’ carry out .its mission have
taken many direct hits from rifle

- and automatic weapons fira,

#Leper Colony” is the most-
hit aircraft, with 212 hits and six
Purple Hearts awarded to crew
members. “Patches” Thas  re-
ceived 165 hits and four Purple
Hearts. “Miss Susan” has col
lected 172 hits and two Purple
Hearts, followed by . “Liitle
Devil" with 112 hits and one Pur-

" pla Heart,

ach hit, afier being repaired
by sheel metal workers and the

alveraft maintenanco sectlon ut:
. Tan Sen Nhut AB, s painfed ;
" yed to indieate where the plane

‘ the side of u Ranch H
maintenance chief for the defolintion planes. “Leper Colony”
. Cong ground fire and six crew members haye been wounded during missions. - .
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e {OUR OF THE most-shot-at aireratt in Vietnam are daily robbing the Viet Cong of
staging areas, supply depols and ambush sites.

men of the 80%th Air

to shoot at,” according to a main-
tenance sergeant.

Tor cach crewman wounded on
a Ranch IMand fiight, a Purpte

- Ilearl is painted on the Jeft side

of the aireraft fuselage, The
men point happily Lo the fact
that no one has heen killed,

Spray missions are normally
carried oul by theee C-L23s, fly-
ing in formation over heavily-
wooded tervain, The Providers
ave cseovied by strike niveraft
for prolection, but at Jowjevel
altitudes. Ranch Mand stilk takes
a lot of fire.

All spray aireraft have speciat
armor plaling, including an ar-

mored steel bokx for the orew:

* chief- who .conlrols the spray.

o

was hit. On the nose of tho air-

pvide the Viet EU.D?I.;K_J!, '*
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still, the main danger lies in °

ricocheting  bullets. Ranch
1tands, from erew chiefs to pi
lots, are all volunteers.

According fo SSgt James N.

© Bassell, a erew member on a de-

foliztion aireraft, “We expect
to get shot at on each 1nission. I
wo don'l, then it seems like
we've been handed a present.”
“[ wag pretty scared my first

few flights, but now it dovsn’t
bother me too mueh,” said the

. veleran of over 350 combat sor-
- ties. '

Tle was awarded the Purple
Treart for wounds reccived dur-
ing a Hight when VC ground fire
wos unusually accurate. o
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SIX PURP[L HEART‘: o thr' ',ui" I)F a R(lnch Hunt[ um:ruft oo pnmlnd out hy ngt Raul Gumboﬂr

mointenonce chief for the defoliation planes, “hets Lean hit 212 times by Vet

Cong ground fire and six crew members have been wounded during missions, . !
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OUR OF TIIE most-shel al aireralt in Vietnam are duily robbing the Viet Cong of

dense jungle folinge whicl conceals s
Hedge- hoprmm‘ over the Lrees .){) t() 100 1(,et, dbovo thL promul

Commando Sc.’s Special Acerial
Spray TFlight, bottm known oy
Ranch Hand, defoliate the Viet
Cong hiding places wilth an acrial
spray.

The €-123 used by Ranch TTard
to carry oul its inission have
taken many direct hits from rifle
and aulomatic weapony fire,

“Leper Colony” is the most
hit aircralt, with 212 hits and six
Turple Hearts awarded fo crew
members.  “Patches”  has  re-
ceived 165 hits and four urple
Hearts, “Miss Susan” lias ecol
logted 172 hits and two Purple
Hearts, followed by *Litlle
BPevil” with 112 hils and one Pur-
ple Fleart. .

Fach hit, after being repaived
hy sheet wetal workers and the
aircraft maintenance seefionr af
Pan Son Nhut AR, is paintd
red lo indicats wlhere the plana
wag hit. On the nose of the ais-

~gralt, a hull's-eye ls painted
- provide the Viet Cong something

chiel who controls the

to shoot al,” according lo a main-
lenanes sergeant,

Iror cach erewman wounded on
a2 Raueh MHand flight, a Purple

Heart is palated on the loft side

of  Lhe aircraft fuselayn The
wen point happily te the fact
ihial no one has been killed,

Spray missions are ucrmatly
carvied out by three €123, fiy
lug in formation over heavily.
wooded  terrain, The Providers
are eseorled by sirike aiveraft
for protection, bhut af low.level
altitudes, Roneh Tloand still takes
a lot of fire,

All spray aireraft bave spocial
arnmior platingg, including an ar-
mored steel box for Lhe crew

spray.

slaging areas, supply Jdepotys and ambush sites.

_mien of the 300th Air

£4H, the main danger lies in
viceehefing bullets,  Ranch
Hands, from erew chiefs to pi-
lots, are all volunieers,

Aveording to S8st Jumes N,
Baccell, a erew member on a de-
foliation  aireraft, “We expect
fo pet shot at on ecach mission. I€
we  don't, then it scems like
we've heon handed a present.”

“Uowny pretly seaved my {ivst
fesy flights, bhut now # doesna'l
hother me fonp much,” said the
veteran of over 330 combat sor-
ties

He was awarderd the Purple
Yeet for wounds reecived dar-
ing a (light when VO ground fire
w,\n ummmllv acwmtc






