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SIX PURPLE HEARTS on the side of a Ranch Hand aire",l! "'e point·,] aut by TS!jt Raul Gamboa, 
maintenance chief for the defoliation plones, "Lorer Colony" hn' I •• n hit 212 tim.s by Viet 
Cong ground fire and six crew members have bCCll woundcd during missiotlS. ",: 

, rJdost~Sholi'''~'' FEg'fl© 1j'~©lY ~o 
To Creltvs of [Q)cu(j)n&QJ~l@U1 Unit 

By SSg'! Stewart Diamond 

FoVn OF nm most-shot-at aircraft in Vietnam arc daily 'robbing the Viet Cong of 
dense jungle folia!~e which eonceal~ ;.;t,.1Ring Hl'Ca~, ~upply depots and ambush sites. 

Hedge-hopping over the trees f,O to lOf) feet ahove thn grol11,,1, men of the 309th Air 
Commando Sq.'s SpeCial Aerial .... ~- .. --" ... --.--.----------,,----, --",_ .. _"---
Spray Flight, belter known as 
ll~nch Hand, defoliate the Viet 
Cong hiding places with an aerial 
spi'ny, 

The C-123 used by Ranch Hand 
to carr'y out its mis~ion have 
taken many direct hits from rifle 
and nutomatic weapons fira. 

"Leper Colony" is the most­
hit aircraft, with 212 hits and six 
Purple Hearts awarded to crew 
members. "Pate.hes" hus reo 
ceived l!i['i hits and four Purple 
Hearts. "Miss Susan" has col· 
lected 172 hit~ llnd two Purple 
Hearts, followed by. "Little 
J)evil" with 112 hits and one Pur­
ple Heart. 
" 1':ach hit.; aftcr being repaired 
by sheet metal wother!: and the 

I() shoot at," according to a m:lin· 
t("nanc(~ SCn~cr\llt. 

For (,:1rh Cl"rWHll.111 WOllllrlcd Oil 
a ]t~lI1('h 11.1.11(1 flight, n I'nrp!o 
Heart is painted on 1110 left .sid(~ 
of the airrr;d't. (usel:wr, Th~ 
men point h<l!'jlily to thl' fact 
t.hat no olle has 11('('\1 killed. 

Spray Inis<;jon~ .,\rr nQrm;l1!y 
(~al'l'ird 0111 b~' thl'er: C·t:;;l~, fly. 
ing ill fnrlllnHon over !lI~;\yily· 
woodrd tf:rrnin, TIl£' t'rovirkr~ 
are cs{'flrjpd lly slriJ\c :lirf'l'J1ft 
for protedion, bllt. ['II: lo\'i"1evel 
altitude~, Hauch lInnd .'ilill take,') 
a lot of firc. 

All SI'l :\y rlirrrnrt hnvc specinl 
armor l'lalillll, ineluding rln ar· 
mored t-;Ieel hoX for the crew 
chicf who con~rols the spray . 
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. :' aircraft maintenance section ut" 
Tan Son N hut All, ,is painted 
red to indicate whe.re the plane 

,:. :: was hit. On the nose' of tho air. " 
";:,:.(,I'D.n, a llllll's·eye. is pninter! "to,) 

" :, ", 'J,)rpvlde. the :Viet CW1ff Bomcthh)g ,~ "" 
;"";"~ •• ".:.,.\. :_" ! .. ' .,:,~,~~ ....... :. "''''''"''''' .• I"n ,) ',.". ,. ~,,,, ,."., 

Stitt, the mllin danger lies in 
ricocheting bullets. Ran c h 
J I;'l1Irls , from crew chiefs to pi. 
lots, an" all Volunteers, 

Arcording 1.0 SSgt Jame!; N, 
1l:1S~J('tt, a CI'CW memhrr on a de­
foliation aircraft, "We expect 
to r,et dlot at 011 each mission. If 
we don't. then it seems lil;.e 
we've been handed a present." 

"r was pretty scared my fir~t 
few flights, lll1t now it dOl'.'-o't 
hot her nl(! too much," suitl the 
V('trran of over 350 combat sor­
ties. 

He was awarded the Purple 
1knrt fot' wounds recdved dul'" I 
jug n flight when VC grouud fire 
wns UlluslIlllly flCcul'atc. I,~ . 
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SIX PURPLE HEARTS on th,.. ."tI" of n RClllth Hand uircf(lft ore pninlcd out hy TSgt Ruul Gamboo, 
maintcl1uncc chief for the ddolrotion plnncs. "Leper Colony" hm h~t'n hit 212 times by Viet 
Cong ground fire Clnd six crew members have been wounded during missions. 

Form OF TIm most-shnla[ :lir('rart ill Vidllam arc d:1jly rol>hil1l( the Viet. Cong of 
dense jungle folhn'(~ whicll c(lll('.eal~ ~~tagillp: ar('W:i, ,'lUllpl.\' rl('potH nll(l ambm~h sit.es. 

Hedge-hoppill(~ oVVr' the L]'(lc.s flO to 100 feet above' the grol111d, !}Jrn of the :~09th Air 
Commando Sq,'s ,spccial /\('ri:1I .. --.-----.--.--- -.- .'--. .-_.,------.------
Spray Flight, h,ttC'l' kIlO\'ill !l'{ 

Hanch Hanci, def()li.lft~ jlil' Vi,·j 
Coug hiding- places with an ani:l! 
1J:pray, 

The C-123 used by Hanrh JT:ll:d 
to carry oul ils llli';,(;ioll kl"~ 
taken many direct hits from rille 
and <lutoma1.ie weapons fin'!, 

"Leper Colony" is 11H) mo~d 
hit airnaft, with 212 hils nnt! si;\" 
T'urpk Hearts awankd to CI'l'W 
lll{·mbers. "P,'llt'lws·' has fe­
eeivl'd 16;) hils and fOll!' 1'I!rpir 
Henrts. "Miss Susan" 11:1s ('01 
lccled I n hits alld two PUl'pJr 
Hearts, followed by "Uttle 
Devil" wilh 112 hits aud one Pur­
Ille Henri. 

]r~aeh hit, after bcinl~ rt~pain'd 
hy slwcl ll1etal wor}(NH Hnd 111(' 
aircraft llIaint.rWIIH'C t;cdioll ill 
Tan Son Nhut AB. ii. Il!linl.' •. ! 
red to indjcatt~ whrre Hw pI",!)" 
was hit, On the no,';c of lhe ::j),.. 
cl'ni't, <I lmll':H'ye Is pa!l1t('ll H(,!,) 

j)l'oviuc tho Vid COHg !lomethin!-!~ 

10 siloot at," aeconling 10 a lll:dn­
I(,I1:lllt'0 sergeant. 

I"or t':lch (;n~i\'ll1nn wOII1\(lt'd on 
'J Hauth Hand fll,f',ht, a l'ul'1,le 
[Il~art is painted (ll\ !lH' left .'ddt' 
PI' lhe aircraft. f\l;,:da:~i~ 'I he 
\il01l poiut happily III tIll' faft 
l1i:d 110 onp Iws been kill"I!. 

~;pray missions <Ire IUd 111 a 11 v 
I'~lnird out hy thr('e C-1:~ l~;, flv 
itll: III formation O\'i'f 1l(';n:;I:.', 
w\)()ded terrain. Till' PI'(1\'itkT '; 
,f' C l'scortl'd by stril,(, airf'l':d! 
fru' prolt,tHoll, hut at 11l1V·1l'vd 
:tI!iludes, Hauch Hand still takes 
a Jot of fire, 

/I, 11 spray airrrnft. kxrl! SI)(~('i:d 
i\l]llIl!, platinJ~, ,i!lrl\ldinl~ nn nr 
1I101"1.'d ~Iccl box for lhc en'w 
('hief who controls the bllray_ 

~~!i!1, tlw m,tiu danger lies in 
(j('(wlwtill){ buIJt'ts. H a II c h 
H;\IHI.';, from crew {'hids tu pi­
lui ,':, art' all \'olnnic('l's. 

/q'l'ordillg to SSgt J:lIncs N, 
1l~1' :PH., a crew lIlcmi)('r ()n a dr· 
fnli:l1ioil ,lir('raft, "We expect 
10 1;('( :;ilOt al. 011 each mission, If 
W(' don't. U!011 it seems li!IC 
we've Jw;'n handed ~\ prc..::;ent. 'l 

"1' \,':1'; pretty scal'ed my fir:it 
r,",'1 j'IL'~h!';, but now it dOf~f\ll't 
111)111('( me too much," said thr, 
\'1'I(');l1l of over :~50 combat SOl'­
ti(',~ 

II ~ was Rwardcd the Pmplc 
It'''q,t [oJ' wounds recciv{'d dur­
Ill!: JI flight ,,,,hcn VC ground firo 
W!\~~ UlJlUiIIUl!y accurate. 




