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3000TH HIT TAKEN BY 12ACS 
A quick thinking flight mechanic re .. 

cently overcame an in-flight emergency and 
averted a disaster. 

Staff Sergeant Melvin L~ Simmons, 24, 
Norfolk, VR., Flight'C' mechanic ~itn ~he 
12th Air Commando ~uadron (Defoliation), 
by his actions saved the lives l)f the air­
crew as well as the UC-123B aircraft which 
was on its last mission before being sent 
to the United States to be modified 

Simmons was in the second olane of a 
flight of four spray aircraft 0; a defol~­
ation mission 40 miles north of Bien Hoa 
Air Base, 

The miasion began normally wi. th th." 
forward air controller (FAC) advising t,te 
'Ranchhands' they might receive ground 
fire. The escort F-loo supersabre jet 
fighters went in over the spray path and 
laid a protective smoke screen to help 
camouflage the aircraft. 

Simmons said, I~e leveled eff at about 
150 feet and began spraying, Af;:,er ... e ... ere 
about half-way finished, the lead aircraft 
said over the radio they were receiving 
ground fire. II 

"Immediately afterwards I heard a 
loud bang," Simmons continued, "I then 
threw a smoke bomb out to mark the approx­
imate origin of hostile fire II 

The ,30 caliber round came up through 
the floor of the aircraft and str"lck the 
main herbicide spray line, causing the her­
bicide to come out under pressure and burn 
on the spray pump manifold 

"Soon the inter~or of "he plane became 
saturated with hannful spray mist," related 
Simmons "1 heard Lieutenant Colonel David 
L. Willoughby, 42, Corvallis, Ore" aircraft 
pilot, yell, 'smoke in the cockpit' and I 
immediately dumped the remaining load of 
spr~ and jumped out of my post to cut off 
~he spr~ valve." 

At this point another round came up 
through the rear ramp and cut the main 
hydraulic Une, which operates the rear 
ramp, and the rudder reverse lock control 
cable. 

"I jumped back into my post>" ex­
claimed Simmons," and reported Coile Sit\Ja~ 
tion to the pilot. \ve aecided ,,0 climb ~o 
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PHANTOM JET 
11.:.:- ::::'[,:;e Flrst Lieutenant Terry A, 

Clark, 25,Morrisville, Pa., F-I02 Delta 
Dagger F:..bt, new assigned to the 405th 
~ghtH ';i~::'lg, Bien Hoa Air Base, recently 
was C2:'(;·.11 t·E::i wUh saving an RF-4 Phanton 
jet. 

i' !':-;~' f.!J, was 1n a pretty bad situa­
tion. ,. S.3.;'·:1 :::la:::-k "He was struck by 
lightmng wh~le 0:1 a mission and with all 
of h:s €le';~_r) :,,:a: eouipment out was orbi .. 
tir;g -. '-. ~ i.E' al'" area surrounded by thun-
der :::; ::::. " 

C .i:l!';' :':~m:5'" If !'lad been flying Combat 
Air Pa':!): (CAP) .:n the F-102 and was 
about Y'ea:i~! '.0 J.·-"'.d when r'\dar control 
< .,fO,';1E·:j, [;:.:n ;:,1' ~he e.nergency, 

":;- ;'5 •• t.o do some quick figur1ng on 
he ar.];)·;!: ~ of fuel I had remaining and 
eterm~~~d ~hat I had enough to make the 

00-90 m: Les to where the F-4 was, 
"Ground radar vectored me to the area 

and ! p~:ked up t~e F~4 visually and could 
talk to Q~~ on his emergency radio. We 
had to come back to the base right through 
the th~ryders~orms. The ceiling was about 
500 feet .':l.::1d the storm was really a solid 
wall, G~t he stuck ~ith me and landed 
safely, I' Clark cor:cluded, 

Oar 1-: has been 1n Southeast Asia for 
2 !llont.hc< w::,th 9 months of that in Viet­
am and ~as accumulated more than 200 mis­

sions 
The L23rd Tac:~cal Reconnaissance 

Squadron comm~.jer, 10 a letter citing 
Clark I sa::; ::.icns stated: "His outstanding 
irm~~sn:p ~nquestionably prevented the 
oss of a valuable combat crew and air~ 
raft ,. 

-45 GET 5EP. RAT. I AUG. 
A'd :;~;~Pr: 1[l grades of sergeant and 

above: ,,_ ~_ ::2~::,,::~:cr:.zec to mess separa-
.' -,,'C' A~'. :.3 ••. ·1a.4or cornf.lands 

f01-
L.C.' l'C:I1:),,: "1.,\,~"';!Kiment 

';.' C;, o,:l.; p.llcw!U.ces Entit-

:0 l.mplemer:.;:. the new policy, all 
ergeant3 (E-h) ~ll be placed in a se­
arate rac-;'c,ns S'::£}+'U8, ef1'ective Aug. 1, 
nles:s './V i!,:·l.:l:':" ~l!e1r local person-

.61 of.;.);. ~ 0 1.':-eVcnt separate ration 
11:.1. Lacy pay record. 

" ~ s~nne.l at 81en Hoa AB who do 
, v"; pla.;"d on separate rations, 
. ~ .iapr:iC. Pay Section of CBPO, 
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RAliClIij.ANDS (Con It) 

2,,00 feet and ,assess the damage. We As in the past, airmen may DC re-
found we had taken a third round in the moved from separate r.ation status for 
tail section." just cause or by personal request. Upon 

The damaged aircraft relllained out per;oJancnt cbanf,€ of station, separate 
of t.he spray, pattern l1hile the three air- ration autlw::'hation wiD be stopped 
craft proceeded on, tarent. on de partul'c wi tb the transfer .. out \ 

, t'ollowing the mission the FAC cleared military pay order. It will be resumed . 
thcF-1OOs to strike the area where the at the ne", station t-Jith the transfer-in 
ground fire hB.d origL'1ated. HPO. 

This was the ),OOOth hit received by 
the' I Ranchhands I while in Vietn~. 
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