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Minutea of March 7, 1979 

VACO STEERING COMMITTEE ON THE TOXIC ErFECTS or HERBICIDES 

1. The aeetina wa. called to order at 1:00 PM. The 
participant a in attendance are liated in the Appendix. 

J. Data va. preaented on number. of Vietnaa veterana 
preaentina for exa.ination. or fi1inl claim. for po.­
.ible herbicide toxicity. A au.mary of this data fol­
Iowa: 

Table 1 

Total , of Veteran. 
Ro. thouaht Potentially 

to have A/O related 
Signa/Sympto •• Quarter Ending Examined 

September 30, 1978 514 

December 30, 1978 653 

Total. 

Total Claims Filed 
for Herbicide 
Toxicity* 

434 

1, 167 

Table 2 

Rumber 
Alloved 

13 (J .0%) 

*A. of February 28, 1979 

Number 
Denied 

269 (62.0%) 

65 (12.6%) 

52 ( 8.0%) 

117 (10.0%) 

In 
Proce .. 

15.2 (35.0%) 

a. Table 1 indicate. that a number of Vietnam veterana 
have been examined at our VAMC'. for poe.ible herbicide toxi­
city. However, only 10% of tho.e exa.ined were believed to 
have potential evidence of toxic effect. of herbicide. by the 
reaainina phy.ician.. It .hould be eapha.iaed that the rela­
tion.hip. between herbicide expo.ure and adver.e health effecte 
are purely hypothetical at thia point. In no inatance haa thi. 
relationahip been definitely demonatrated. 

b. Table 2 ahow. the volume of 
herbicide toxicity f~led with DVB. 
434 clai.a had been filed, and thus 
allowed. 

clai •• for eompen.ation for 
A. of February 28, 1979, 
far, 3.0% of thea have been 
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c. It appear. that the number of veteran. beinl 
examined for potential herbicide toxicity in the VAMC'. i. 
ri.ing but the number of claim. filed for co.pen.ation i. 
declininl. 

3. The following item. pertinent to prolre ••• ade on the 
.tudy on body fat level. of dioxin va. pre.ented. 

a. The contract with Dr. Gro •• of the Univer.ity ~f 
Nebra.ka for the chemical analysi. of fat .peeimen. i. 
being actively proce •• ed in VACO. However, Dr. Gro •• has 
indicated hi. villinlne.s to accept .ample. even before the 
contract i. approved. 

b. VAMC Hine. has obtained approval of the .tudy pro­
tocol by its Re.earch and Development and it. Human .tudie. 
Committees. Other VAMC'. in the Chicago area are al.o 
.eeking such approval. 

c. Drs. Lee and Hob.on .tated that it va. impo •• ible 
to predict the completion date of the .tudy. Hovever, they 
e.t_imate that it. completion viII take anyvhere from 3 to 9 
month. after initiation, depending up~n-~he availability of 
.uitable patient participant •. 

4. Autopsy material. from two patient. vith potential 
herbicide toxicity have been referred to the AFIP for 
review and .torage. Dr. LeGolvan indicated that one of 
the two patient. va. Mr. Paul Reutershan whoee claima. a 
herbicide-induced pancreatic cancer wa. controversial. 
Information on AFIP review of Mr. Reuter.hen'. ti.lue 
.pecimens will be reported to the Committee when they are 
available. 

5. The VA'. Advi.ory Committee on Herbicide Toxicity haa 
been approved by OMB. Thia Committee will be limited to 
12-15 member., and will include expert. from the VA, other 
federal agencie., univeraitie., and the chemical industry. 
It. membership will be aseembled following the mandatory 
publication of the Committee' •• tatement of purpose in the 
Federal Regi.ter. At pre.ent, the Committee'. activation 
i. not expected to occur in le.a than 3 .onthe. 

6. The EPA ha. i.aued a ban on 2,4,5-T and Silvex on the 
ba.ia of it. review of human and animal atudie. of the 
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toxicity of the.e herbicide.. The Committee di.cu •• e' this 
ban and it. effect upon the VA, and reached the followinl 
conclu.iona: 

a. The .tudie. on which the IPA ban wa. ba.ed do not 
offer definitive evidence for an adver.e effect of herbi­
cides on human health. 

b. The ban could lenerate out.ide pre •• ure for the VA 
to accept the po.tulated toxic effect. of herbicidea 
without further .tudy. 

c. The Committee .trongly recommend. that the VA con­
tinue its efforts to lain valid data on herbicide toxicity 
and that it reaiat arguments again.t this approach ba.ed on 
what may be a premature deci.ion by the EPA. 

7. The tapee dealing with the geographic a •• ignment. of 
American troop. in Vietnam which DOD promised to u. 80me 
montha ago, have .till not been delivered. Mr •. diNunzio 
indicated that DOD i. optimi.tic that the tape. can be 
delivered inthe near future. 

8. Mrs. diNunzio al.o reported that an analy.i. of VA 
medical record. indicated that 126 out of the 500 name. of. 
participant. in Operation lanch Hand may have received 
.ervices in the VA. The Committee will follow-up on this 
matter. 

9. The meetina wa. adjourned at 2:30 PM. 

Re.pectfully Submitted, 

RICHARD A. LEVINSON, M.D. 
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APPERDIX 
VACO STEERIRG COMMITTEE OR HERBICIDE TOXICITY 

LIST or PARTICIPANTS IN THE MARCH 7, 1979 MEETIRG 

Participant 

Mr. Stratton Apple.an 

Mr. rred Conway 

Mr •. Maureen diMunaio 

Dr. Lawrence Hob.on 

Dr~ Willia. Jacoby 

Ma. Margaret ~ilduff 

Mr. Alexander ~utner 

Dr. _ Lyndon Lee 

Dr. Paul LeGolvan 

Dr. Ricbard A. Levinaon 

Dr. Gerrit Scbepera 

Dr. John Wal.h 

-----------------------

Title 

Director for .ew. and Liai.on 
Inforaation Service 

Attorney, General Council'. 
Office 

Actina A •• i.tant Director, 
Office of Management Service. 

Deputy ACMD for Re.earcb and 
Developaent 

Director, Medical Service 

Medical Recorda Proaraa Staff 
Cbief 

Staff Aa.i.tant, Profe •• ional 
Service. 

Suraical Service, VAMC 
Wa.binaton, D.C. 

Deputy Director, PatbololY 
Service 

beputy ACMD for Profeaaional 
Servicea 

'\ 

Proaraa Cbief for Cardiopulaonary 
Diaea.ea, Medical Service 

Bpecial A •• i.tant, Operationa 
Review and Analyaia 
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