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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF T·HE VACO STEERING 
COMMITTEE ON HERBICIDE TOXICITY 

April 3, 1979 

1. The meetIng was called to order at 1:30 p.m. 

4/6/79 

2. Partlclpantb at this meetIng are listed In AppendIx 
1. 

3. The mInutes of the prevIous meetIng were reviewed. 
The only correctIons to these minutes were offered by 
Dr. LeGolvan. He pointed out that the statement In para­
graph 4 of the minutes concerning the receIpt by AFIP of 
the tIssues of the patients' Cass and Reutershan was 
Incorrect. Thus far the AFIP has not received these 
tIssues. Since there IS no known Impediment to the 
submISSIon of these tissues, Inquiry wIll be made as to 
the reasons for the delay in theIr processing. 

4. Response to Senator Cranston's Letter. The pre­
lImInary draft of the VAls response to the Senator's 
letter has been CIrculated to the Committee's member­
shIp and theIr comments on It have been obtained. A 
final versIon of the response, prepared on the basis 
of the Committee members' comments, WIll be completed In 
the near future. 

S. ReVlSlon of CIrcular 10-78-219. ThIS reVIsion has 
not yet completed the required approval process. 
Renewed efforts WIll be made to expedite this process 
so that the reVIsed circular might be released as soon 
as pOSSIble. 

6. DOD Tapes on Herbicide SprayIng Patter •• s in VIetnam. 

a. Mr. Thomas Dashiell of DOD met WIth repre­
sentatIves from DVB and DM&S on AprIl 3 to discuss the 
prIntouts of the DOD tape whIch contains the r~cords of 
herbICIde sprayIng In VIetnam. The minutes of thIS 
meetIng are attached (see AppendIX II). 

b. A. IndIcated In AppendIX II, we WIll obtaIn data 
concernIng the "hIstory" of the several mIlitary units 
aSSIgned to Vlet,.am durIng the period of herbicide spray­
Ing. When this data IS matched to that of the herbiCIde 
spraying patter ••• , the VA WIll have at least approximate 
Information. 
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c. It appears lIkely that the VA Will have to 
assume the responsibIlity of making the military unit 
historIcal data computer campatlble. 

7. OperatIon Ranchhand. The CommIttee believes that 
medIcal follow-up of the IndIVIduals who were exposed to 
herbICIdes as part of OperatIon Ranchhand might provide 
Important data on the long-term effects of herbiCIde 
exposure in humans. We have discussed the possibIlity 
of such a study WIth Mr. Dashiall of DOD on an informal 
baSIS. It appears that we should now proceed to more 
formal negotiations WIth DOD top management on develop­
ment of such a study. 

8. Research by Other Federal AgenCIes on HerbIcide 
TOXIcity. 

a. The AdmInIstrator has sent a letter to HEW 
urgIng them to undertake relevant epidemIological and 
other studIes on the effects of herbIcides on human 
health. A copy of thIS letter IS attached. 

b. We have been Informed that NIOSH WIll sponsor 
an epidemIologIcal follow-up study of the VIctIms of the 
NItro, W. VIrgInIa industrial accidents. In addition, 
we have learned that DOD is planning to support a 
SImilar study in Soveso, Italy. 

c. CDC apparently IS inItiating an epidemIologIcal 
study of veterans' exposure to herbicides in Vietnam. 
We Will attempt to obtain further data on thIS study. 

d. PrImate concern continues to be expressed on the 
paucity of primate stud,es on herbicide tOXIcity. The 
CommIttee Will suggest through formal channels that HEW 
or other appropriate agencies undertake such studies. 

9. Study on D,OXin Fat Levels. 

a. The contract with Dr. Gross of the UnIversity 
of Nebraska for the analYSIS of diOXIn levels In fat 
tissues has been approved. Dr. Gross WIll now begIn 
accepting specim~ns from the VA study. 

b. The fIrst patIent entered into the dioxin level 
study has undergone a fat bIOpsy at VAMC Hines. 
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c. Three IndIvIduals who were exposed to 
herbicides while servIng in Operation Ranchhand will 
also be blopsied next week at VAMC HInes. Although not 
a part of the formal study, the determInation of dioxin 
levels in their biopsy specimens wIll be of critical 
importance. 

d. Efforts are contInuing among the 5 parti­
cipatIng VAMCs to identify additional individuals with 
approprlate herblcide exposure for inclusion in the 
study. 

10. VA AdvIsory CommIttee on Herblclde Toxiclty. 

a. The offIcIal notice concernIng the establIsh­
ment of thls.Commlttee will be published ln the Federal 
Register on Aprll 5. Accordlng to law, the CommIttee 
may then be actIvated In 15 days after thIs (,.e., after 
AprIl 20). 

b. NomInatIons for membershIp on the AdVIsory 
CommIttee WIll be revIewed by the SteerIng CommIttee 
membership whIch WIll also have an opportunity to 
suggest members. 

11. Meetlng WIth Dr. Ton That Tung. A meetIng between 
Dr. Tung, who is the Vietnamese physician claimIng 
expertlse 011 human herblcide toxicity, and the Steering 
CommIttee, has been tentatIvely set for 3:15 PM 011 May 9. 
Further detaIls concerning this meeting will be developed 
as 80011 as the meetIng date IS fInalIzed. 

12. CompensatIon Clalms for HerbICIde TOX1City. The 
number of clalms whIch have been fIled wlth DVB remaIn 
stable at 414. Therefore, It appears that the intense 
Inltlal actIvity with regard to the fihng of herblclde 
clalms has slackened. 

Respectfully SubmItted, 

~,,'-'-S C( 'Y-v~vn'v\ 
RICHARD A. LEVINSON, M.D. 

Attachments 
AppendIX I 
Appendlx II 
AdmInistrator's Ltr.-HEW 
Report of Contact 

--_ .. ------------------,_. 
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VACO STEERING COMMITTEE ON HERBICIDE TOXICITY 

APPENDIX I 

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS IN THE APRIL 3, 1979 MEETING 

Name Tltle 

Mr. Stratton Appleman Dlrector for News and Llaison 

Informatlon Service (06) 

Mr. Fred Blumenthal Management Services (63) 

Mr. Fred Conway Attorney, General Counsel's 

Office (0230) 

Paul A. L. Haber,M.D. ACMD for Professlonal Servlce (11) 

Lawrence Hobson, H.D. Deputy ACHD for Research and 

Development 

Donald Howell Management Services (63) 

WIlliam Jacoby, M.D. Dlrector, Medlcal SerVlce (Ill) 

Margaret KIlduff ChIef, Medical Records Staff (1360) 

Lyndon E. Lee, M.D. SurgIcal SerVIce, VAMC Washington 

Paul LeGolvan, M.D. Deputy DIrector, Pathology 

Service (113) 

Rlchard A. Levinson,M.D. Deputy ACMD for ProfessIonal 

Services (llF) 

J. C. Peckarsky DIrector, CompensatIon & Pension 

SerVIce (21) 

Gerrit Schepers, M.D. Medlcal Service (111) 
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APPENDIX II 

Summary of the Computer Printouts of Agent Orange 
!p'raying MIssions 

1. On AprIl 3,1979, representatives from BVA, DM&S and 
DVB met In VA Central Office with Mr. Thomas Dashiell and 
Mr. John Eisele of the Department of Defense to dis-
cuss the VA's need for DOD data on herbicIde use during 
the VIetnam War. 

2. Mr. DashIell opened the discussion by definIng the 
data avaIlable in the computer printout of Vietnam 
herbicide spraying mlssions which he has recently 
provided to the VA. He pointed out that this data 
includes the following items On each mission: (1) date of 
the mIssion; (2) the agent utilIzed; (3) volume of 
herbIcIde sprayed; and (4) the geographic area Involved 
In the sprayIng. ThIs data is On a tape, which the VA 
can obtalu, and It may be utilized in conjunction with a 
serIes of avaIlable computer programs. Among these 
programs for example IS One WhICh wIll printout areas 
sprayed With herbicIdes On a map of South Vietnam. 

3. The VA was prOVIded by Mr. DashIell with a set of 
manuals, maps and other material which will make the 
data on the tape maximally useful. 

4. The group was Informed that each branch of the Armed 
Forces maintaIned a record of the location of their 
troops over time during the Vietnam War. Several of the 
VA part,clpants expressed the opinion that correlating 
this data on troop locations with that of the sprayIng 
patterlls,would prOVIde the VA a basis for verifying 
whether veterans were exposed to herbicides In Vietnam. 
Since the historIcal data IS probably not in a computer 
compatible form, it will be necessary for the VA to 
transform th.s data approprIately. 

5. The fInal tOPIC discussed was that of a potentIal 
VA-DOD epidem.ological study of the Operation Ranchhand 
partIcipants. The VA posltioll In this matter is that the 
study of these individuals, mal'Y of whom had heavy 
exposure to herbicides during the VIetnam war, m.ght 
help 
to resolve some of the Issues on the human toxicity of 
herbIcides. AccordIngly, the VA IS anxIOus to explore 
the feaSIbIlity of such a study WIth DOD. The discussIon 
helped to clarIfy the source of many of the potential 
impediments to such a cooperatIve study. 
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6. The f1na1 1tem discussed was the specIfic steps that 
should be taken to advance cooperative efforts between VA 
and DOD in studying the issue of herbicide toxicity. 
Mr. Dash1e11 agreed to provIde the VA with the tape on 
spraying patterns and related materials. He also agreed 
to help us 1denttfy the sources of histor1ca1 data on 
troop movement and 1n contacting the DOD officials w1th 
authority to discuss a cooperatIve study of Operation 
Ranchhand personnel. 
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