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The Honorable_ -

Joseph A, Califanc

Secretary .-

Departrent of ~Health, Education
and Welfare'v '

200 Independence Avenue, £, W.

Washington, D-._ C. 20201 /@Wﬂ{b’)c’flw

Dear NMr. Scheigry:

smd
Thétpossible health related effects of eXxposure
to herbicides’, especially thosc containing the contaninant
dioxin, have feceived widespread attention throughout the
United Etetes. Although the medical literature is extensive
on this svbject and animal experircents are well docunented,
little is known concerning the long tern hcalth effects in
nan. = :

L—

A source of this information would be an evalua-
tion of industrial accidents which occurred in the past.
One such incident happened in a cherical plent located in
Nitro, ﬂesth}rginia in 1949. Leakage in a chermical reactor AN
‘resvlited in exposure of more than two hundred enployecs tc 2, ™
4, 5-7Ch, which on analysis was shovn to contain dioxin. The’ T
enployecs became {11 but recovered. Farily menmbere of the
enployees alsc becarme 111 since the chemical was carried honme
via the work clothes. The long range hecalth effects of this o
cheriical exposure were never documented. ’

This letter is subritted to the Department of
Bealth, Education and Welfare in the belief that your agency
kight sponsor an epiderioclogical study as a follow~up to the

industrial accident mentioned above. This study would pro—

vide valuable inforration on the question of the long range

health effects on hurans exposed to dioxin. .
The Veterans Adrministration's intercst in this 3

inforrmation derives from recent statements by Vietnan
veterans claining health related effects following exposure N
to herbicides during the period of 19€2-1971. Some sanples )
of a herbicide (2, 4, 5-T) employed in Vietnam contained

dioxin.
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THE SECRETARY OF HEALTH, EDUCATION, AND WELFARE
WABSHINGTON, D.C.2O20I

The Honorable Max Cleland
Adminigtrator of Veterans Affairs
Washington, D.C. 20420

Dear Max:

- Thank you for your recent letter anggesting an epideminlogical atudy
to determine the health-related effects of herbicide exposure in man.

Your propesal for an evaluation of the 1949 industrial accident in
Nitro, West Virginia, seems reasonable. However, 1 am sure you realize
the difficulties which would be involved, after 30 years, in identifying
and analyzing exposures of these employees and their families. I em
asking Dr. William Foege, Director of the Center for Disease Control,

to have his staff at the National Institute for Occupational Safety

and Health (NIOSH) investigate the possibility of conducting such a
study. Dr. Anthony Robbins, Director of NIOSH, will call your office

to discuss the feasibility of your proposal and arrange for a meeting

of appropriate staff members.

I shall ask Dr. Foege to keep me informed of developments.

Sincerely,

seph A. Califano, Jr.
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