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-,.he lIonorab1 ci­
Joseph A. Califano 
Stcretary 

JAN 111979 

Depart~ent of~~ealth, Education 
and Wclfare':--", 

t:-:-, 
• 

I 

200 Independent:e Avenue, S. W. ) C ~~ 
"ash1n9ton,I)::~~ C. 20201 Ru~(d1/ <P/'rr- _. 
Dear Mr. 6ecr~ry: 

~ ... ..,.j. .:. 

"he~~8sible health related effects of exposure 
to herbicide~~ especially thos~ containing the contaninant 
4ioxln, bave ~~ceived widespread attention throughout tht 
Unitecl States. Although the I:ledlcal literature is extensive 
on this aUbjec't and animal experiments are well docuI,ented, 
little 1s known concerning the long ter~ health effects in 
.an. --: 

,"0 

A 80uree of this In!or~.tlon vould be an evalua-
tion o! industrial accidents which occurred in the P&st. 
One liuch 1nc,i~cnt happened in a cheldcal plant located in 
"itro, "cst-Virginia in 1949. Leakage in a chel:lical reactor 
re5ul ted in: ellPosure of lIore than two hundred employees to ~, 
4, 5-~CO, vhteh on analysis vas shovn to contain dioxin. The/ 
el'lployees becllnc ill but tf!covered. Fanily Plcnbers of tbe 
employees al_.e becane ill sinCE< thC' chemical vas carried hone 
via the worl<. -clothes. 'rhe long rarlge health eHects of this 
chenieal exposure vere never docunented. 

Tnis letter is sub~itted to the ~cpartment of 
eealth, td~cation and ~elfarc 1n the belief th~t your agency 
&ight .ponsor an epider.tiologic:al study as a follow-up to the 
industrial accident ~entioned above. This study vould pro­
vide valuable 1n(or~ation on thE< question of the long range 
health effects on hUMans exposed to dioxin. 

The Veterans Ad~in18tration's interest 1n this 
lnforr~tion derives rro~ recent state~ents by Vietna~ 
veterans clah.ing heal th related e!Ceets following exposure 
to herbicides during the period or l~t2-1971. SOMe sanples 
of • h .. rbicide '(2, '" 5-T) ertployed 1n Vietna,n contained 
410111n. 
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":.~ t-or,t-:,.blc 
~".~._~. #.. C. .. l1~ .. ~ 
.... tt.rtr,(:l't o! t-c.&ltt., l:dacaUor . 

• r.t'! \;e-1 [an. 

l&.fol".etjo"l t''''~.lcHn::; tl.(; "~"ltt. l"olett't\ eO"U.r: 
,,, r.ef'. o~ .. al·~.llr" te lIerr .. h'loce e::-\:.l~- to ... e1 1r;,,(.rt,er.r.. t" C 
l&rr~t' IIlU'btr Cz! 1<'1'1'<"'" 1'- tie t:",ftf'U ItatN- \!I~.- tCI tt't tl~~- ~~ 
t .... € C'hOI,lce.lr.. 1t- tt.f ."ricl!ltla.l .,.<, fcru.lry inC:uf.:.ri.l. 
~C: .. ()~~~ that ,~r l'''~PO''.f- to V\lf U.qt:c .. t tOl t.ht: atu<::y !Ill: 
Ot- r .90r .. 1.:lc. 
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,:,~_ n.tt.~:~ 

Anr:h.l£I.l:At:n 

.. 11/9/78 
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THE SECRETARY OF' HEALTH, EDUCATION, AND WELF'ARE 

WA.HINGTON, D.C.loeOI 

The Honorable Max Cleland 
Administrator of Veterans Affairs 
Washington, D.C. 20420 

Dear Max: 

MAR 3 1819 

III 

Thank YO'J foT. your reeen.t letter. "'-'ee",,,,t.ine ftn f!!pidemtoloe1.cltl 8tudy 
to determine the health-related effects of herbicide exposure in man. 

Your proposal for an eval.uation of the 1949 industrial accident in 
Nitro, West Virginia, seems reasonable. However, I am sure you realize 
the difficulties which would be involved, after 30 years, in identifying 
and analyzing exposures of these employees and their families. I am 
asking Dr. William Foege, Director of the Center for Disease Control, 
to have his staff at the National Institute for Occupational Safety 
and Health (NIOSH) investigate the possibility of conducting such a 
study. Dr. Anthony Robbins, Director of NIOSH, will call your office 
to discuss the feasibility of your proposal and arrange for a meeting 
of appropriate staff members. 

I shall ask Dr. Foege to keep me informed of developments. 

Sincerely, 

RECEIVED 

MAR 151979 

MEblCAL S~RVICE (VACO) 


