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Meeting of the VACO Steering committee on Herbici~e Toxicity 

May 11, 1979 

1. The meeting was calle~ to or1erat 2:00 PM. 

2. The first topic ~iscussed was the VA response to Senator 

Cranston's letter on the federal response to questions con­

cerning herbici~e toxicity. The latest ~raft of this 

response was circulated to the members for their comments. 

3. The next topic raised was that of our progress on con-

struction of a Registry for Vietnam Veterans Exposed to 

Herbicides. Progress in computerizing the several sets of 

1ata required for this Registry was reviewe1. It was pointed 

out that the VA is working actively with DOD to obtain the 

necessary data On herbici1e spraying in Vietnam an1 the 

movement of troops in the spraye1 areas. A ~efinitive meet-

ing On the availability an1 status of the required data will 

be held at DOD ou May 16. Following this, we will finalize 

the components and scope of the information-processing 

system require1 to support the Registry. 

4. The progress on the Study of Dioxin Levels in Fat was 

reviewe1. The names an1 1iagnoses of the 14 individuals 

alrea1y biopsied is listed in the Appendix. The lat speci-

mens alrea1y obtained will be analyzed shortly by Dr. ,Gross. 

It is anticipate~ that the remaining biopsy specimens 

req~ire1 by the stu~y will be obtaine1 within the foreseeable 

future. 
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s . Progress in the organization of the A~vi80ry committee 

on Health Relate~ Effects of Herbici~es was reviewe~. The 

constituent groups which are to be repre8ente~ have been 

contacte~ an~ their nominations for membership solicite~. The 

~ate for the first meeting of the Committee can not be set 

until the membership list has been finalize~ an~ publishe~ 

in the Fe~eral Register. Hopefully, this process will be 

completed by early in June. 

The relationship between the Advisory Committee an~ 

the Steering committee was discussed at length. Several 

suggestions for the configuration of this relationship were 

raised by the members and will be conveyed to the Chairman of 

the Advisory Committee. 

6. The discussion that was hel~ by Dr. Ton-That-Tung of 

Vietnam and the Steering Committee members on May 9 was 

reviewed. It was the consensus of the members that the talk 

was of some me~ical interest but that Dr. Tung presente~ no 

new ~efinitive scientific ~ata on the long-term effects of 

herbici~es on human health. Specifically, it appeare~ that 

Dr. Tung's hypothesis that ~ioxin can produce liver cancer 

and teratogenesis in humans was not supporte~ by any of the 

data which he presented. In fact, when pressed on this point 

Dr. Tung readily admitted that he had no proof of any ·chronic 
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effects of herbici1es on human health. However, he di1 urge 

that his speculations be utilize1 as the basis for designing 

the appropriate stu1ies, some of which might be conducte1 in 

Vietnam. 

7. The Steering committee members were requested to provide 

suggestions for agenda items for the first meeting of the 

A1visory Committee. These items shou11 be lent to IlF by 

c.o.b. May 24, 1979. 

8. The meeting was adjourned at 3:30 p.m. 

Respectfully submitte1, 

RICHARD A. LEVINSON, M.D. 
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