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IN HEsPONSED,EPTEL 2084 PROPOSE TO !lIKE FO ING i,cnONS \iHlI 
REsPtCT TO. SINH DINH CROP DESTHUCTION SCHE 13F(;IN IMRGH 26. 
REFElRENCES ARE TO TARGETS LISTED Et1B'!'EL 3 • IN V1'::;! FACT IT 
ALRE~DY PARTIALLY HARVESTED, NO'. 7 ~IILL BE , D. NO.5. TO 
ImICH COt'lPARATIlJEL Y POPULATED AREAS CONTI US, lOLL ALSO 8E 

, CANCELLED. WILL THEN BEGIN SPRAYING LEAST, ICUOUS AREAS 
CFN 5089 1862 (251205Z) 20392084 2084 BINH DINH 26 3~~04 75 

'PAGE 2 RUMJIR 1311A SEc' REI 
FIRS1i'. STARTING Iv ITHNOS. 1 AND 2 WHICH ARE MOST REt'lOTE. OVER· 
3-4 DAY'PERIOD. WILL THEN' RE-EVALUATE B.EFO PROCEEDING WITH NO. 
3 .OV£R 3-4 DAY PERIOD. WILL THEN WAIT AS L AS POSSIBLE PRIOR 
TO ANTICIPATED HARVEST BEFORE SPRAYING NO. WOULD BE PREPARED 
.INTERRUPT SPRAYING AT ANY, POINT, OF COURSE, IF ANY ADVERSE 
REAC:rrON OBSERVED. SPRAY PLANES WILL OPERAT . FRON NHATRANG AND 
QUI WHON. AGREE IT DESIRABLE AVOID PUBLICIT DURING, OPEFtATIONS 
AND WILL ATTEMPT TO TAKE ALL Jl.PPROPRIATE M S TOWARD THAT 
GOAL.. 

ALTHOUGH IvE HAVE AT THIS TINE INSUFFICIENT I IDENCE ON vlHICH TO 
,BASE DErAILED EVALUATION OF CROP DESTRUCT OPERATIONS, ,SECTOR 
ADV!iSORS ARE TO SLiBtHT TO MACV IN APRIL RE TSOF SIX-NONTH 
ANAL 'iSIS OF ALL HERBICIDE OPERATIONS. THUS E HOPE IN NEAR 
FUTURE TO BE ABLE TO PROVIDE NORE DETAILED I .. ""IJ..YSIS THESE 
OPE~ATIONS.' . 

IN MEANTIME, WE OFFER FOLLOWING TENTATIVE 
OF CROP DESTRUCTION OPERATIONS: 

ONCLUSIONS ON RESULTS 

'j' ( ~ 
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-2- 3089. March 25. 8 P.M •• From Saigon', -.. " ,"'''','''''' 
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Fl. ALTHO'UGH RURAL GROUPS HAVE FR0M TIME TO T PROTESTED' 
. (OFTEN' UNDER VC PRODDING) TO, PROVINCIAL AND LITARY AUTHORIHES 
AGAINS[ USE' OF ARTILLERY AND AIRCRAFT'IN vrL'flM IONS AGAINST 

.CFN ,12.,.3-4 3 3·-4 <5 NHATRANG QUI NHON MACV VC .~ 

PAGE 3 RUMJI& 1311A·S E eRE T ENEMY, WE HAVE RECEIVED NO RPT NO REPORTS OF ASS ROOTS PROTESTS 
'AGAINST CROP DESTRUCTION OPERATIONS; 
2.' THERE HAS BEEN SOME MOVEMENT OF VC UNITS 0 AREAS' AFTER CROPS DESTROYED, NOTABLY IN BINH ,OCCASIONALLY TO ATTACK HAMLETS FOR SUPPLIES 

.OF VC-CONTROLLED PROVINCE, SOMETIMES TO BUY 
RICE IN HAMLETS;' . , 

:3. WE HAVE SOME EVIDENCE OF FOOD SHORTAGE AS CONDUCTED IN ZONE "D· .. · AND IN I CORPS. AND LIBE :AUGUST BLAMED CROP DESTRUCTION OPERATIONS FOR AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION IN WESTERN DELTA. 

SUL! OPERATIONS ATION RADIO LAST." ALLS IN VC 
iALTHOUGH "ISsio~ HAS MADE CONTINUING EFFORT D ERMINE WHETHER 
THERE Hli\S BEEN ANY STRONG INTERNAL PSYCHOLOGIC L REACTION TO 
.CROP DE$TRUCTION OPERATIONS, ON BASIS AVAILABL· INFO, WE BELIEVE 
THATPOf>ULATION REACTION TO OPS REMAINS AS !BED BY MACV-EMB 

'TEAM IN ITS O~!N EVALUATION OF HERBICIDE OPERAT S DATED 
,OCTOBER 10, 19<53: "THERE IS· NO EVIDENCE THAT I' NALLY OR 
EXTTERNI'ILLY GENERATED COMMUNIST PROPAGANDA ONLIATIONI 
CROP DESTRUCTION OPERATIONS HAS HAD ANY REAL ACT ON THE 
VIETNAME'SE POPULATION." \ 
IN REGARP £XTERNAL REACTION TO BINH DINH , WHILE WE WOULD 
CFN NO 2 VC VC-CONTHOLLED BINH THUAN 3. "0" I V MACV-EMB 10 1963 
NO BINH PINH 

" . 
PAGE 4 RUMJIR 1311A 5 E C RET NOT PROPOSE TO MAKE OPERATIONS PUBLIC WHILE ARE IN PROGRESS, 
IN ORDER FORESTALL SUBSEQUENT ADVERSE PRESS CO 'BASED ON 
INSUFFICI,ENT OR INCORRECT INFORMATION. WOULD REI~\O~lME D LOW-KEY 
REFERENCE BE INCLUDED IN DAILY BRIEFING BY MISS REP FOLLOWING, 
,COMPLET,ION OF. OPERATIONS, MAKING FOLLOWING PO 

• SECRE'f -
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-3- 3089, March 25. 8 P.M •• From Saigon 

1. GVN HAS LONG HAD PROGRAM OF DENYING FOOD VC BY MANUAL ,"" 
CHOPPING, BURNING AND USE OF CHENICALS. ON M 20, 1963, THE DGI. 
OFFICIALLY ,STATED THAT ONE OF PURPOSES OF GV HERBICIDE PROGRAM . 
WAS TO, DENY .FOOD TO ENEMY BY DESTROYING VC CR()PS AND PREVENTING, 
MOVEMiENT OF VC FOOD SUPPLIES •. ' 

2~ CH[NICALS US]!:D ARE HAR~jLESS TO HUMANS,' AN 
WATE~., . 

3. CHIEM ICAt CROP'DESTRUCTION NORMALLYICARRI 
WITH ~ANDSPRAY OR SPRAYED FROM VNAF AIRCRA 
NUMBER OF VN PILOTS AVAILABLE FOR SUCH PURPO 
GVN AT TIMES SPRAYING NOW BEING DONE BY US 

4. EXPECTED THAT SOME NON-VC POPULATION WIL 
FORCEO, BY VC TO LEAVE AREAS. GVN HAS PLANS 
HANDLING THEM \oJITHIN PROGRAf1 ESTABLISHED FO 

" 

ALS, SOIL AND 

OUT BY VIETNAMESE' 
IN, VIEW LIMITED 

, AT REQUEST OF 
LOTS. 

BE PERMITTED, OR . i 
EXPECTATION OF' 

OTHER REFUGEES. 

WE ~}OIULD, OF COURSE, BE PREPARED TO PROV IDE ULL RATIONALE, 
CFN NOT 1 GVN VC 2'0 1963 DGI GVN VC VC 2 .3 V AF VN GVN NOW US 
4 NON"YC VC 'GVN ,1 \ I 
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INCLUDING ~l]!:ASURES TAKEN TO PROVIDE FOR ITANTS OF AREA, ON, 
BACKGROUND BASIS. 'IF QUERIED DURING OPERATIO S WOULD BE 
PREPARED REPLY ALONG ABOVE L'INES •. . . 
~#YLOR ' . ", '. ••• ',.. ", ". 'I *' ... 
;NOTE: 'PASSED'WHITE .HO~SE, 'DOD, GI,A 8:,,45. A',M .• , 3-,~-6~. 
~. ' ADVANCE DELIVERY TO S/S-:OA'J2 8:25 .. A.M., 3-:- -:-65., 
i-..... ,<. , •• ,., ." ".' ,. -. .", - , • 

SECRET 
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