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SUBJECTs Sumayry of Deiolial.ion Oparaiuns from § Mazch 1965 Lo -30 Juna 1965 .

I, Three types of targets wers defolistbed duri.ng the requesied mpurt poriods

| Lines of Commnicetions,; Crop Destruct.im, md 3afe Haven Axefls.

A, Lines of Conmunicstion - ~Project 20-21. Operationd on thiﬂ proje el
were started on 1 March 1965 and completed on 19 Mareh 1965 the target! a8 dnuom.bu

ad by the Historical Report the the 315th Aly Gommendo Group.was the main shipping

chamel from Saigbn to the South China Sea, Rung Sat Speclel Zone Headquarters had

received reports of Viet Cong sctivity against ships h:"mging éupp‘limsi‘- 1o nnd from
Seigon. Sniper activity snd sttempts to mine the nh:l.pping ohannml Wre mmmon. _ In-

oretped serlal survelllance due to dafoliat.ion eould ppssi‘nly deemaaa t

&0 Group Hlstorical Report, Statisticel dsta gor this rq:orh qmgx-af?

from B Maroh 1965 to 19 March 1)65 when operationu wm umpleted on thu roquest.ed
target, Sevente&n sorties were flown in four d.m and 8 tot-al af ‘b‘H'_‘_ vq hours,rifty-
five mimutes of flying time was @sed to dispense t.wolu thousamd galions or ohsnnnlo
Note: "Orsnge® wes dispensed for & test in conjunotion wi.t.h "pwpla". The dnfoliltion
alroraft vers hit only twice ty hootile ground fires

B. Crop Destruction - .ijuct. 2-16. The purpose o'f‘ the projedt_wén to

dostroy crops in designated eress on Binh Iin Provience, in and surrounding the 4n -

- Leo Valley. The intent of this action was to foroe the Villagers in the hargel areas

40 leave their homes for new ones under government sontrol, and %o creste logistice

problems for the Viet Cong, by destroying thelr irmediste source of foods Hine dayﬁ

i of defoliation operstioms, starting on 27 March 1965 and ending on 16 April 1965 wers

: ‘ ‘g to. gomplete the requested operation, Thirty-sevelnSorties were flown which pi,ﬂo...

time. = Twenty seven thousand,
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U;!"“&f: hundmd gallons o.t‘ chemi.cal were used. Ji:nemy gromdv-hm rESULLG.

. oy

STneng nuts

- da. the dafoliation eircreft.

C.. Sefe Haven Breas -- Projeot 20=i). Thil project is tho lov..st de~
roliation operation sttempted in the Republie of South Viet. Nam, Deasisnatol cosstal
areas in Bac Lieu, Vinh Blnh, Bs Xuyen, sad Vinh Binh vaienceﬂ were Lo oo delolie
ated, as requested by ARVN IV Corps Cormander and I‘t.he vaienoe Chiefs of the &ffected
proviences., Viet Cong activity in the Melcong Daliia couid be contributed to these
eoastal Strongholds where arma faotories and repeir shops, hospitals, and training
caupe .operated with a].moa_t conplete imnunity from government attack. Supplies for

the Viel Cong are brought into these arees in shallow draﬂ sampans which ere esgily

conoodled by the dense mengrove swamp which covers the arsa. Defoliationon these sreas _

~ would improve aerial surveillance, and any Viet Cong activity eould be noted and in.

_Btallations bombed. Defoliation operations began on 30 Aprdl 1965, AlE alrcraft from

4 Hoa were used on esch sortie to prsbomb the area and provida closs eir support.

A forward aly sontroller wes also utilized to mark guspedted lut-amat.ic weepong instal-

. lationa. Defoliation cperationg oontinued until 25 May 1965, and during this period,
faighty four gorties were flown. Oround fire had been extpeenly heavy and the defoli-

- stion airoraft were hit ons hundred end twenty four times, Beventy seven thousand,

8ix hundred gallone of chemical were dispensed, One hundred forty five hours, fifteen

manutes were flown.. Five C-123 crewmen were #lightly injured by hostile ground fire.

- Approximately 708 of the requestmd &re2s had been defoliated whan 2ngd Adr Division

(ordered a temporary suspension of defoliation o aerations in liru of heavy ground fire.
I1. Conclusion « All dafoliation operations were t.mnporaril;y suspended on 25 Hay
1965, & reevaluathon of defolistion wes conducted by MACY J-2, Defoliation a8 & wes=
pon wan Judged desireeble however PACAF 13 still concerned about the safety of defo-
“ion air crews. A4 study of fighter tactics determined that t.ho only way toc pro-

vaus eff act.lva flghter cover wouls Mi bs.-, to incresse the a.nount of F‘ighbm now being uned
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tha target. Tbe MFE'a at Bien Hoa are presently engaged in brainlng Wetnemese pilots
and this misslon hes priority over support for defoliation, Dafclistiocn aircrews and

alrcraft will ﬁly carge missions untll A1E's become availnblee
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