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SUBJECT I SUIl1IIary ot Dei' oli.Uon Operaions tram 8 March 1965 "Lo .30 June 196$. 

I. Three tYPIlll a! tAl'getl/l were dei'(Jliated during thIGJ req.1esLcd report period) 

LiME ot Communications, Crop Dest.ruction, III'ld sate Haven ArelllS. 

\ , 

A. Lines of COYllllunication -"Project 29-21. Operat1.·)lll.l on thil projec'L 

were started on 1 Meroh 1965 and cOlllplet.ed on 19 Maruh 1905. ~be tqget, as @lilor.Ll,;-
• 

et1by the Historical Report the the .31,sth AU Comancio Group.WQ the mIIIin &hipping 

channel from Saigon to the South China Se.. Rung Sat Sp~cial Zone ae~\arters had 

>' :received reports or Viet Cong activitl' against Shipil bringing IIUPpl1l11S,tO and from 

~', ," 

,. Sa1gon. Sniper activity and attempts to IIl1ne the Ihipping ~elwGll'. aClll!lion. In-
, ;. ,I:' ," .. ,:_! , \ _:, _, 

Clll'lll811ed aerl~ surveillance due to def'oliation oould pcIS.ibJ,y,I!-eel/'l1lllSe ttlU,activ1tl'. 

Defoliation operationll began on 1 Mill'oli 196$, fOd the period ~I!l tqat~~ until 
~ <.;.;,;,' ;,: ,: ", :: '.,:;.>. ' 

/.7 March 1965 hall been covered on the prece.ding report, .lIlt tc? the 3l5thAS,r Qom-
, ',', 'oJ ' .. " .".~(:, 

Jdo Group Historical Report. Statistical dat. tor this l'4IPort;'~~a;ij;)l,p¢ocl 
, " ":f" <."., :;' "~'" ,"', 
Iran 8 March 196, to 19 Mlll'ch 1965 when operation. v. _ploted on trll,,,equested. 

" " '. ~-

, " .~: ", :", ," '.f.' , ' ' "' .. 

target. Seventeen lorties were flown 111 tOUl' dayII ami a total or twltIv, hOU1'll,i:itty-
,n' ',"., 

five minntlllS of tlying t:lme WSI -.sed to d18pense tweiv .. thOUI8lrld gallonl ot ohmaal. 

! Note. -Orange" WOIJ dispenllied for a test in oonjunct.1@ with "pnrpla". '!'he dotoliation 
';. ,::~ 

j I\1rcratt WeN hit onll' twioe lv hostile &:round fire. 

B. Crop Destruction - Project 2-18. '!'he purpose of the projectw811 to 

destroy Ol'OpS in designnted areas @ B:I.nb IlI.rJ4t Prov;l,ence, in and surrounding the An 

Lao Valley. The in tont of thil!l action wae to force the Villagers in the target areas 

to leave their homes tor n$ll' ones under government oontrol, aiu:l to create logirsticlll ", ". ..... 

proble.mt:l for the Viet Cong, by destroying their immediate source of food. Nine dalS 

\ a! defoliation operationa, starting on 27 March 1965 and ending @ 18 April 1965 were 
\ 

, '. 'lid 'tooOlllplete the re~",sted operation. 'l'hirty-seVelln8or\;ie. were flown which pi'o-
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!l)~ C>.1'l/l hundred gallonaof ohend.cal were used. Enem;r gm\J!ld-~;~'-;~)~;.Lt"" : • ,,'"n,,:; nits 

~rtl', ,'~' t.he dei'oliat:l.on aircraft. 

!J:\i~ 
'~:,'jL', c. Safe Haven Arells -- Projeot 20-44. Th:lll projeot :1.5 the lDy"."rL de"' 

'0.))1 ' "fOliation opel'llt:l.on attempted in the Republic ot South Viet N81n. Dea:i.·~','Jk,:i cosr,tllll 

,;~;I areas in Bac Lieu, Vinh 81nh. Ba Iuyen. &1d 17inh B1nh Provieno8s "er0 ',0 'r: .tat'oli.-

! ' 

ated, as l'equested by ARVN IV Corps Commander and ,the Provienoe Chiet;s of the affected 
! 

proviences. Viet Cong activity in the Mekong Delta could be contributed to these 

coastal strongholds where an11/! faoi;oriell and repair shops, hOspitals, and training 

oamps operllted with almost complete imrauni ty from gOVfQ.'DlIIlIIDt attack. Supplies tor 

tile Viet Gong are brought into these areas in shallow draft sampa.ns whioh are easily 

conoealed by the denee mangl'ove ffilBmp whioh covers the area. DafoliatiOl'1oo these areas 

would improve aerial surveillance. and any Viet COlli aetiY$. t.y could be noted and in-

, ,lIItalla.tionll bombed. Defoliation operations began 0l'1 30 April 1965. AlJil aircraft .from 

,~( , .. Hoa I,rere used on each sortie t.o prebomb the area and provide oloa. air support. 

A forwlll'd air oOl'1troller was also ut.ilized to mlll'k suspecit.ed lutomatic weapons instal­

lations. JJelt.>liation operations oontinued lUltU 25 Hay 1965, and during this period, 

41ghty .four sortiea were fl.own. Ground tire had been extl'eeml,y heavy and tho defoli­

ation IIiroraft werl!l hit one hundred and twenty four times. Seventi seven thousand, 

six hundred gallons of chmeal werE> dispensed. One hundred fortq five hoUrB. tii'teen 

munuteliJ WGre .flown .. Five C-l23 cX'6IIl'llen were 8l.1ghtly injured by hostile ground fire. 

, Aipproximately' 70% of the requestCld areas had been defoliated when 2nd Air Division 

, ,ol'dered a tempo:rary Iluspension of defoliation o:'ersticJrLs in 11"';1 of heavy ground fire. 

II. Conolusion - All defoliation operations Were temporarily suspended on' 2S May 

1965. A reevaluation of d®foliaMon \lllll conduoted by l'lACV J -2. Defoliation lUll a wea­

pon Wall judged deairesble howover PAGAF iB still concerned about the safety of defo-

',ion air crlM.!. A study or fil~h't;er t~ctics determined that the only wily to pro-

lI .. cI<II effective fighter 
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';propor'~i()n ~o 'the number of defoliation airox'lIt't lind their qll;Kpolilure> T:i.me" over 

tbe hrget. Tfte AlE' a at Bien lioa are present~ engaged in trl1ining J;l.etnamese pilots 
i 

and this mission has priority over Iilupport tor defoliatimn. Defoliation aircrews 2nd 
! 

aircraft. will fly cargo miesionB until llJ!j's become available. 
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