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Chapter II
<. ; Operationa

Wi tie

uiTactioe; (

. Q). No.two. .targeis are exactly tho name, but the
ideal spray environment ls flying et 130-135 knola jndicaled
airepeed, 100 feet over the target ares, Usunlly 3 or 4 nircraft
and at timea Qngircraft will be dn a looso trail [lorm:iion, and
gaoh aircraft will;spfay a.swath 80 meters wide and aboul 16
kilometers in length,. . If the gpray pattern is one uiraight run,
the entire "Spray On" time will be about 4 minutos. lowever,
An the event of mountein crop targete, always hard bto pet at, the
misglon usually runs about 45 minutes while flying up and down
the mountain side, ; Here the FAC. can be of greal help Lo tho
Ranch Hand crews by telling them where the noct lucrative crop
is. localted in the overall target compleox.

(u) Mightor tectics are determined by the amount of registance
in the area. On a cool target the fighters mny iy lop cover
for the spray flight while cireling over the arca. conserving
their fuel for e more luerative target., On otlher turcels, low
level dry rung are sufficient to keaep the guns quicl, In the
event ol a hot target 1n a free bomb zone, the fighicry may pro-
pirike with either CBU, 20 MM, or Napalm or aven a1l throe.
Phe spray esircraft like to gtaprt their run just o fow soconds
after the strike takes place to got maxlomm henelit from Lhe
orénance., Most frequently, the FAC will call in o post strike
on the positicna marked afler the spray aircralt hove lell the
BCENO.

Herbigide. (U) - Three types of defollanl ara now in use:

Orange: Uged om a broad spectrum of folinre, composed
o of 24D and 2457. Thie is quile volatile becsune
it 18 in ester formulation.
Hhito: Sometimes called Tordon, & litlle heavier than
orange and more rellable when ucod nenr areas
of friendly crop or plantations.

Bluas Best chemlcal for use against navrow leaf erop
and composed of a cacodyllic acid hapo.




”'én:‘important point to pmphasize is that the defolisnt chemleals

ST
g(,mp_letfal;,( non-toxie and not harmful to any form of animal

paman 1ife. The aircrews are in contact with it datly and

o %‘ ARVH loaders heve besn exposed to it for nevoral years with
$11 aeffects.

combat Operations. (¢)
31 March 1969 the 12th Speclal Operations Gguudron flow 1,543

gonbat porties, dispensing 1,237,525 gallons of harbicide and

Tor the poriod I Junuary through

o 7,335 gallons of insecticide. In accomp!ishing theve combat

sl ﬁ;wrﬁ“onﬁ the Ranch aircraft received 95 hits U'rom bo ahile sround
Jﬁgu: fire.
o 9“: ' {c) Throughout the J anuary-March quarter. Hinch Hond misgsions
oy gade periodic use of the "turn-around" facililics at NhaTrang and
el g These "secendary" operalion points are uaed

Cpha Oot Alr Bapos.
pepervicing of aircraft whenever targols arc Fragead 1 the

for
porthern 4reas of 11 corps.
sions out of Blen Hoa, land at the "lurn around' location,

The procedure is Lo iy the firat of

two nle
% on=lozded with fuel and herbicide and Lhen proceed on the day's
gacond nis
Mhic arrangement groatly lnereapod the cquadrponts range of

sion with final landing and miccion complotllion al Bien

Eons

targots in the 1I corps ared.

((:') Bien Hom Alr Base, RVH, was expecting an cnemy offensive

she lableT part of Februery. In ordor Lo protock Lhe aircraft

of the Tanch from enemy aotion whlle on bthe ronnd 411 that

ypre in commigglion were moved to Phan Rang i Bhoe. RVN on 22

Crews and maintensnce pe raonne ) accomponiod the
}

pobruary 19 69

aireraf't, and misgions were [lown &g gehodutod,  fdminigtration

nandled at Bien Hoan AB, Tho Ranch would lonve Phan Rang

Wi
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A ba T

he morningse, fly the mission scheduled. ubtop at Bien Hoa

a-fuel and ro~horbicide, then fly Lhc pacond mission of
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statisti¢al breakdown of the 12th Opecial

.. Sortieg

1, Defoliuntion
. 2. Insecticide-
Lo © 1, NonwDroductive Alr Aboris
- " 4, Survey and Coordination Meetinas
5, Test Hops o .
6, Rotatlon of aircrews between

DaNang AB and Bien Hoa AN
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7y, Adrlify 0 o
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