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Chapter II 
.operations 

,Taetios. (0) Np.,t;;:o.targetD are ~aoUy tho ""'1lI0, hut the 

~Q,(iml ,spra;y .l;>nvironm<;lnt if) ,flying at 130-;1.35 knotu j ,1(1 j eil Led 

.,a,ir~peed, lOp feet over the target area. Umtn lly .\ 0,' ~ "i rcraft 

and at times 9 fl<iroraft will be, in a loose traD !'O.t·II," L:i on, anel 

e(,oh alrol'aft will spray a swath 80 meters wide an'; ,.t"H'\' J6 

.kilome·tors in length •.. If the F;!pray pattern i.u ono HLl'a;ght run, 

the entlro "Spray Ol:\"t;j.me .. will beaho1;tt. 4 minu'!.o". II0wo'lor, 

,in .the event of mountain orop targets,alwaYfJ hard Ii" {':O'l. at. the 

missien usually runs about 45 mInutes while fly;,,{; "i' '"1'! rlO1m 

the mountain side. . Here the FAC oan be of grco. L ho I I' 1.0 Lho 

Rimeh Hand orews by telling them whero the lJlo,d, \Jto]'!>!.;'!" crop 

is looated in the. overall target oomp],ex. 

(U) Pightol' taotics iire determined by t,hn (lJllOllYll. or rooioLance 

in the area. O'n a cool, target tho fighters 1I1'l,Y fly Lop (Javel' 

for the sJJray flight While circling over the 11,['.0,,", (:CJt'C;,)],V in" 

their fuel for a more lucrative target. On ot.hor LUI',";" L" , loW' 

level dry rum; 

evep.t of a hot 

are sufficient to keep the gUll:; 'lui,'[" J It Lho 

·target in a free bonib zona, 1.ho [,j.{';h I.e",: ""W pro .• 

strike W'1 t11 e1 ther CBU, 20 MJ4, or Napalm 01' ovon () I I t.hroe. 

'J'ho spray aircraft like to .start their run jlll1t n J'(hl :::()ooncln 

after the strike takes. plaoe to get nnx:LllJllm beneri t, 1','0",1.110 

ordnance. Mmlt freq1;tently, .the 1,'AC W1:P caLI in " "ll,,1; ::trike 

on the pOfJitions marked .after the ,Jpray ",irer-ai't h,.,vo lorL lihe 

scene. 

Herbioide... (U) '1'11ree types of defolirml, aI''' nOli ; tl uno: 

Used on' a brond speotrum or fo n "(:0. compofJod 
of 24J) and 245~'. ThiEl In '1ulLo vol,') 1;11" bocrwG" 

i't is :in e"ter formulatIon. 

~)ometi.mes called 'rordon, ll.. lJ LLJo ll()(lvior than 
orange and mor(~ reliablo Hhon iU'(Jd t'loar aroas 
of friendly orop or plantation:;, 

Best ohemioal for use Ursl1 'I nu \, n'J'lTOW loaf crop 
and oomp0:'Jod of n oacmly] I I () iCO;,j In::o. 
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important ;poin"c to emphasize ls LIII\t; thu rlnfollant chemical" 

\lOlllpletely non-toxio and \'lot harmful to all,Y form of' animal 

!lIlli1lln life. 'l'he airorews are in con tile t ,,] Lh ] t. <1ft] ly and 
., ' l!llVll loaders have been exposed to it {'or ,,,,V"I';I I. yearn wi th 

ill eft' aot s. 
Combat Operations. (c) li'or the po ,,] oel I ,I", "'IilI'J' through --lIal'Ch 1969 the 12th ~3pecial Operatiolln :;q1J"dnHI i'low 1,')43 

sorties, dispensing 1,23'7,5:!5 ga:Uorin 01,' li(J]'Ii]elde and 

gallons of insectioiile. In aeeolll)' I i flh i 1\,'( L Ii 0' 'S oombat 

the Ranoh aircraft reoeived ~)') hi. t.:l I','om )'o"I,ile I~rollnd 

Throughout the January-Mo,roh qUilT' to]', H;! nell Hand mlnnionn 

ijaade periodio use of the "turn--around" {'aclli]. i.". at. Nha'l'rang and 

l'IIlI Ca.t Air Bases. The£le" sooondal'Y" 0 ]lOI"l. L:I Oil 1'0] n to arE> used 

tor r&servlcing of aircraft whonever taY'c;otr; 'UC) f.'rag{;ed in tho 

northern ~reas of II oorps. 'I'he procedurei r; to I'ly tho first of 

lWO l1lisoions out of Bien Hoa, land at i,)w "Lu],11 """lind" location, 

1:08 on-louded with fuel and herbicide and Lhon f'J")()()()'] on tho clay' G 

II>CCO
nd 

mission with final landing and mj "ci all CUlIlJd u tion ill. Tlien 

'l'hio arrangement greatly 'lnereilflOci tho "]U:1i11'0I1'0 rane:n of 

tr<rgeto in the II corp" area. 
(0) Uien Iloa Air Base, nVN, waD (lxpoe!.i",': 1.'11 ClnolllY offenr3ivo 

tllo latter part of I"e bruary. In ordoJ' to fYI'O I.,. () L L f: 0 al reraf t. 

of the Ranoh from enomy action wh:Llo on I,hn "1.11111 
,,11 thnt 

ll'oro in commi.ssion wore movod to Phu,n Han:-: "', ii' I',;: :~e ~ nVN on 2~) 
Crews and rnn,intonance por'~-,iOllll(~ I ;l.c:ooJnI)Un:iod tho 

( rlmi.ni:TLI'(),tion 

'rho Hanch \'101I'ld !t~;tVO i'han nan!!, 
aircraft, and JIIissions were 

val! handled at Bien Han AD. 

All In the mornings, fly tho JIIimJion scho(lLJle,1. ::Lop at Bien Hoa 

All "~(j re-fuel and rs-herbicide, then fly I.ho r;o(;'llld mi.sfJion of' 
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again coming bacl, to J3ic'>n Hoa Lo 1'0-['",) I '1(1 I'o-herbicide 

proceeding on to l'han HanG to HON. 'I'b i.:; ""O()oriure oonLinued 

3 Murch 1969, at which time the a:il'[1.i:lnu" Vi''''O hl'ought back 

I, ' 
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statist! al breakd,~wn of tho 12th Gl'OC inl ')I"n'/lI .. ; onD hquadron 

cl 1 ,Tanua:ry 1969 to 31 Ma.reh 1')()9 I" n,,, fol1&w,,: 

'. . I ' 

Sortl~ I 

1. Def'oLI1 tion 
. 2. Inse~ticide 
3. Non-.nroduotive Alr Aborts 
4. ,survelrr and Coordination I,leotingn 
5. Test lops 
6. Ilota tion of airorewo between 

DaNan lry AB and Men Hoa '\13 

b. .\i!!:-l)onn D spe:tl~ 

.1. ide 

,2. Insso ieI,is 

g, F'ly"L Ti e 

1. Dafol ation 
2. lnsec iciile 

. 3. AIrl.:! t 
4. other 

d. There \'/er 9~) hits on 46 sortios. 

If..p 1 {lA4l~.t.-I>.f..J. Pk ~l 35'1,> 

I '! 1 ~ Uoh- }...0( !f'f S-() 

1.:,'_.1 ':~:'\', " . 
,i I"',i,l ",i' 

I L,: \ i _ i ,j I 

J ,~nl) 
( ,) 

)<; 

. '~u 
1.1 ) 

11 

I'(,ill) 

:', ')() 1.-1') 
11').)0 
(l.ll 
;J:)U.lJ 


