April 20, 1971

""“‘-*"“"‘-""--u_........_.u-—-
't ‘had “much ‘rather you ha.d 0 bury me

agn T2 I'you, T have no desire 10 g0 agal as a

m5aombe1 of the frmed Forces, firmly believe-

ng, as a conflrtned civillan, that two wars
on.-one 43-year lfetime, are enough But, &h,

amy children, my loves, -frait .of my. loins,
there's" the difference . . 1t was then . ; when

went - ATWAR!

In hig, sereeming four-mch headlmes A
‘WAR! Therewas no doubt; there was nao
ldeological dissent; no intellectual quibbling.
‘It was WAR full blown, drum besting, pulse

. Facingi-bands playlng, flag waving, give-all-
: for-our-country-WAR. - The linés are. not so
clear now; but Lt. Galley's war is still war,
You getjust as dead now as then. - .

Your.:grandfather was.in the Naval Air
‘Foree-in Ttaly-in 1917 when the only hombs

* - they-had were ‘alX pieces. of me-tal spa,kes
with stabilizing vanes,

Your - grest-grandfather’s bpother untl.l
the day he dled, ot the age of 87, had'a sup-
purating shin wound .received on .a -ittle
rise above ‘the plaine of Cubainamed after
8t, -John, Your other great-grandfathers
uncie' «waa Gen. Douglas  H, ; Cooper - who
fought, we are told, galmntly,and well . ..
and probably killed some civillans . .. during
the -Civil War. Fought there for an unreal-
istle dream . ., . a e a.rate and aqual Con-
federate Btates of Aml

Further back, not oounting the renegades,
when the fledgling Colonies were flexing thelr
wings 1o give the Ametican Eagle wings, your’
ancestors fought for independence .against
the madman German, the old Crazy George
111, an English king, who oould scarce speak
the ‘King’s Own English,

Tes,“you have a heritage; yo'u are typica.l
Americans for in your veins flows the blood
of BEnglish, Irdgh, Scotch, ¥rereh, German,
Indisn; end God knows what lother ethnie
groups. You have s heritage bt who am I
0 tell you what to do with 1% when - almost
everything T have belleved comes erashing
down with o verdict which oondemns &.man

who has done no more or leds’ fhan vour
aucestors . .. when a men 1s condemned to
iife imprisonrment at hard labor for the rest
of hls natural life . , . for doing his job ...
killing ‘the enemy.

Ezclesiastes .tells ug (BA11, yqu can pmb-
ably .clte. verse.and chapter) .thet to every---
thing there 18 & season. A time to Leep .o
to east away; & time for silenoe .and to
speak; o time of war.. .. and bof pea,ce

It 18 time to.spepk out ln this tdme of war;
- &time-to .cast away that which!ls bad and &
t.imetokeeptha.twhichisgood It 1s. Hme, .
maybe,:to reviee our teachinge that our gov-
ernment. ¢am -do po wrong; .the -democracy -
will continue; the republic will survive,

I believe it.18 time that we ‘exa.mine our

" society. pnd our peerless leaders who bring
ug to this great chnem of dis- snd un. hellef
in the precepis which we have ‘erushed-to our

. heart. They -bring wa hera,’

“hecause 'we et them, - |

- {Unbelievably, within mer-hoﬂl’ﬁ' that Cal-
ley’s penalty was announced, the Belective

" Service “Bysterm -announced-. a- Defense ‘De-

- partment request for a 15,000 man draft coll
for May! What unmitigated; bgm-mced lu-

- dicrous ironic timingl)

"My loved ones; my friends;" my‘children
my posterity, I belleve that:from.this day
-forward {(mark' the date well), unless the
Ameriean ' people take & prayerful, soul-
searching look ot themselves -and their gov-
ernment; uhless new prioritles- end - new
thrusts, to use the gobbledygopk of- today,
are ‘found;- from this time when-the :system -
trains.a nan to kill and then takes away his
dignity - and . henor for doing what -he has
heen trained-to do; from this time .forwnrd,
the decline:of the American Republic 15 -as
fore-ordained us the fact that the sun.will
continue for.mililons- of years. From this
time forward . .. unless rapid and peace-
Tul, meaning'l‘ul and truthful wchanges are

1mmediate

you ‘know;-only B

R R

EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

Your mother and I have but nne goal In
life; to feed and clothe; to educato, to teach,
train eod instruct you tn the best possible
manner we know and the best possible pathis
that we can direct. I remain a hawk if labels
are necessnry, firin in my conviction that for
freedom of the majorily, sacrifices must be
made, But the gacrifice of Lt. Calley ar n
scapegoat cannot in consclousness receive my
suppork.

I don't deny—because Calley has never
denjed—that he killed,

Who can deny the fact of & napalin bomb?
Or the B-862 bombers: or the atotnic homb,
the most helnous crime ever committed
ugainst mankind slthough justification can
he found when-a million lives estlmated to
be lost In an invesion ere weighed againbt
300,000 105t to the bomb?

Are we to go back in time and try Harry
5. Truman who gave the order for Nagasali
and Hiroshima? Or the pilot and bombardier
of the Enola Gay? -

I do deny that the common, orcunary, ha.rd-
working, everyday, middle-clase American
citizen such as I-is going to stand still, quiet
and meek, while Lt. Calley 16 a sacrifical lamb.

The vast unprecedented American reaction
to the Calley findings, as I sald, provides &
pivotal point in the annals of America; and
of mankind. We wlill examine ourselves and
bring about change for the better or we
shell wither ‘and die; a young nation, the
strongest nation the earth has ever seen, will
re-examine our path or ws shall grow sere
and sapped by our own hates and miﬂtruats
our own lack of direction,

We can no longer go onl as a nation riven
by tdeclogical differences. Race against race,
workers against drogues; hawks against
doves, republicans against democrats, youth
against. age, establlshment against anti-es-
tablishment, pigs against protestors,

- You deserve a better inheritance tha.n t.ha.t.
We must change. -

- 1 see this hope, this faint glimmer of hope-'
fu] light shining nhead. Reaction to the Cal-

ley triel will once agein weld us Into a na- E

tion of peacekeepers, a nation of doers, of
actlvists; a mnation, indivisible with liberty
and justice for all,

It must weld us together, for if it dnesn't

Giod forgive us,
If it doesn't, God Bave us,
- Love to you all,

OUR POISONING OF VIETNAM

HON, MICHAEL J. HARRINGTON,

OF-MABSACHUSETTS - -~ ..y
IN 'I‘H.E HOUSE oF REPRESENTATIVES
; ok Tuesday; April 20, 1971
'Mr HARRINGTON Mr, Speaker,

day when every. politician has his pollu
tion progrem, when protection of the en--

vironment is-a major tenet of most polit--

icel speeches; the United States continues

to unleash ton after ton of tear gas, herb~"

icides, and defoliants in Vietnam against
men and environment, Since 1961 when
our policy of defoliation hegan, 15 per-
cent of South Vietnam, an ares the size
of my own State of Massachusetts has
bheen. sprayed-io the saturation point
Thirty percent of the tropical hardwood
forest,"a major staple of the Vietnamese
economy, -has been doused with .chemi-
cals, The equivalen* of 600,000 man-years

of food, 500,000 acres, has been destroyed,

These are’ frightening fleures, more
frightening, because they represent only
a portion of the violence and destruction
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reigned upon Vietnam. This ecological

devastation is part of our heritage to this

Aslan country which the United States

went to defend and protect. It is a hitter

heritage, lasting longer than American

troops or commitment, These are.
thoughts we should all refiect upon as the

Sentale begins its deliberations over the

Geneva Protocol of 1925, banning the

‘‘use in war of asphyxiating, poisonous or

other gases.” I recommend to my col-

leagues Anne Wyman's article “Our

Poisoning of Vietnam” which deals elo-

quently with this subject:

OvUR POISONING OF VIETNAM 0 6 8
(By Anne Wyman) 5

Just under hualf a century-?go the United
States played ‘a-leading role in drawing up
the Geneve Protocol of 1925 banning “the
use in war of asphyxlating, polsonous or
other gases.,”  This spring the US Senate,
which under the Constitution must give its’
advice -and’ consent to the ratification . of
treaties by a two-thirde vote, is deliberating
whether;to join 88 of the worid's nationhs as
a signatory to that protocol,’

The thing that holds up ratification now
is the diminished but continuing use of tear
gas and herbicides or defoliants by U8 forces
in Vietnam. And, if the Benate does adviso
ratification of the Protocol, it must also de-
cide whetiher or not to consent to Adminis-
tration reservations allowing that program to
cohtinue, -

The defolintion program in Vietnam oper-
ates under the iranic code name of “Opera-
tion Ranch Hand" with the cheery motto-..
reminiscent of - our national parks and -
Smokey the Bea.r—"only you can- prevent a
forest,"

Since 1961 when defoliation began, 15 per-
cent of South Vietnam (an ares larger than
the whole of - Massachusetts) has been
sprayed to the saturation level, Thirty per-

+ cent, of the troplcal hardwood forest has been
doused with chemiecals. More than hslf of
the coastal mangrove trees have been wiped
out. Crops over 500,000 acres, the equiva~
lent of 600,000 jnen-years of food, have been:
destroyed :

This trail of- ecological deva.sta.tlon wiil he
the heritage of the Aslan country the United
States went to defend and pacify, long after
- American troops have been withdrawn. And

these atfacke on nature have continued at a

time when protectlon of the environment
was a major platform in every political speech

on the home front. g

. Yet only last Aug. 27, the Senate voted 48
to 33 against an amendment to the military
procurement bill that would have banned the
use of defoliants -in Vietmam. On Aug.. 18

- (nine months after he promised toc do s0 on
Nov. 25, 1989), President Nixon sent the
Geneva Protecel to the Senate with a report.
by the .Becretary. of. State stating that the-
Protocol- does not prohihit the use in war of
chemical herbicides. While not as strong us
8 forinsl reservation, this *understanding™
leaves the use of tear ga,s and defollants wide
open, .

Herblcides have been used in Vietnam to
clear the perimeters of friendly bases a3 a
prevention of surprise attacks, to open roads
so0 that friendly forces couid move without
fear of ambush, to expose enemy infiltration
routes to .aerial surveillance, to uncover.
enemy bases 50 thet hostile camps had to be
moved, and to destroy crops being grown for
enemy forces.,

- It 15 srgued that defollation of the man-
grove torests between Salgon and the sea suc-
cessfully hindered attacks on cergo vessels
and thet the chemical treatment of the
triple~canopy jungle north of Salgon was
eflective 1n exposing enemy sanctuaries and
infiltration routes., And the T.S, Mission to
Vietnam stated in 1968 that ‘“the milltary
benefits in terms of lives saved and other
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raotorar hive far outWelghad carta.ln ac{verse {
economic: effects.” < o

-In fagt, 1t has become lncreastngly diﬂlcult
to- balance the ml.utpry effectiyeness of de- .
‘ rouatl.on_ Wwith -the rfmral and practlcal ob- f
Jections, .

~In the cas& or Operatlon Jurctlon Clty.
which involved spraying large areas of jungle
near Cambodia‘in 1067, defoliation was only -
port of the “paciﬂca{ion" tactie so its. effec-:
tlveness cannot be clearly calculated. Where
roads have been sprayed; friendly forces be-..
come- more. vislble targets. still within rifie
range, while the enemy.easlly inds alternate -
routee, Even the spraylng of the deep junglo -
has adverse milltary effects slnee the result--
ing penetration of sunlight produces an im-
passable tangle of bamboo and vines, Fur-
ther, bacause it takes many days to act, de-.
follatlon glvea the enemy warnlng of o com-..
ing offensive., DLy e
- Crop. destructlon a8 proved stlll less pro- .
ductive. As. early as. 10687, two studlea by the .
Rand Corp.: based-on . interviews with Viet.
Cong: prisoners, showed that less tha.n five
pergent:.of - the- eneﬁ,xy :depended - on - locally |
grown, crops, that:, varied .rice portlons. were..
unrelated . to - crop-sprayed-; areas, .that. sur-y
render-due. to. burnger-was -not allied.to crop
spraying: and.. that: the drift. of herbicides.,
fromi, spra.ylng had se;riou.s el’[ects on '.trlendug
farmers. .- s

The greatest efrectvahas been on’ the Mon«
tagnards of the Central: Highlands, a sturdy-
independent pecple whao are looked down: on
as an inferior race by the South Vietnamese.
and considered by-American. troops among
our staunchest allies., Because of their anl- .
mist: religlon, :the Montagnards belleve the-
spraying constitutes a curse on thelr terraced-
valleys. As a:consequence they.aacriflce their
‘animals including water buffalo, a.nd ‘mover
away to wind-up in refugee campd. ;-

Herbicldes - were .,dropped ~ in ’ suﬁ"lclent
guantitles to destroy the food of the entire
Montagnard population. And although -crop:
spraying was supposed to be limlted to “re-
mote unpopuleted adeas’” until !t was finally.
stopped just hefore the Senate opened hear-
ings on'the Protocyl on March 5, photo--
graphs show that there were freshly thatched
hutg in the valleys. .

Closer to Salgon, the-lcss of major hard-
wood forests stretching in an arc from the-
Cambodlan border tp-the South China Sea
will have a lasting effect; on Vietnam's econ-
onty. Nearby Malaysia which has similar for--
ests, earns $300 milllon- a year from the ex-
port ot forest, products. -

And the mangrove swamps, once South
Vietnam's major source of high-sheen char-
coal fuel and an important source of nutrl--
ents for fish, are now bleak turfy bogs of raw’
mud, open to eroslon\ and k.'llllng invaslona 01’
salt ses water,-

Last summer’s votd on an amendmen that -
would have cut offl funds for the use of’
herbicides for crop destructlon warfars: had’
only four subporters among the New Engtand’
delegation. They were Sens. Kennedy: (D--
Mass.), Muskie (D- alne) Pn.store (D RI)
and Ribicaff (D-Conn:}: E

Opoonents of the smendment inciuded .
Sen, Edward W. Brooke, a member of the
Benate Armed Services Committee, and Clal-"
borne Poll of Rhode Island, who is presently-
chalrman of the foreigm relntlons subcom-’
mittee on ocean, spa¢s and the environment::
Other key figurea in| this year’s vote will be”
Sen, George Alken - {R- Vt) who submitted’
the new Nelson resolution barring the use of

herblcides under the Protocol at this yeer's

hearings, and Sen. Thomas J. McIntyre (D-
N.H.}, chalrman- of thé Senate Armed Serv-:
Ices subcommittee on research and develop--
ment, charged with reporting on such thlngs
as chemical-blological warfare,

The United States stands In a distinet

* . defollant . known: &a.- 2,4,5-T

EXTEN SIONS OF; REMARKS;

mlnm-lty berorefthe Umtcd Nationa on thta v

subject, ‘having been ‘one of three -nations.
which voted in December: 1969 against a res--
olution by the Genaral Assembly:-stating that:
the- Geneva. Protocol prohibited .all chemical -
wWeapons: in “international “srmed .conflick”
speciflcaliy- mentiontng “chemilcal agents.of
warfare ;
chuse- oI thelr direct toxic effects:on man,:
anlinalz and plants ., . :
‘Elghty nations. voted in favor.of the reso-
lution, 36 nations abstalned and. only Aus-:
traila, which Is partielpating in:the Vietnam
war,..and . Portugal, whlch. uses ‘herbicldes -
against A.frican tribes in Anglola, aldecl wrlth=
the U8, : .
Yet crop destruction violates a current-
US Army fleld manual aad. two international
treatles to which the United States 13 & -
signatory.. The fleld manual, 27-10, issued
in 1058, states that soldlers-can destroy food -
cropa- by- harmless chemical .or- bictogleal -
agents if they are intended solely for-enemy
forces ‘and if that fact can be -determined.
: This is based in part. on a Hague:conventlon .
of - 1907 : forbidding: the usa.of. “poison .or;:
poisoned weapons™ in war. snd.on a.-1949:
Geneva agreement.which:states; that cecupy-

ing powers - may not destroy rocd supplles 1n tr_were ¥ Portugal, -

an occupled nation, -

‘Last April, Prestdont Nizon banmed bhe Gee..

in Vietnam of agent “Orange” -containing.a-
et mllitary -
sourcesa in Saigon have revealed.that this de--
foliant waa used flve. times- between May 8-
and Aug. 19, 1970, by the Americal Divislon',
1n two northern provinces. . : :

Last Dec. 26 the White House- announced
an "orderly, vet. rapid, phass-out”. of herbi--
cides, using up suppiies - remeainlng. in ‘Viets .
nam only.oh *the pertmeters of flrebases and;
U3 . installations or -remote - unpopulated
arees.” Since remote unpopulated areas have -
included. valleys -densely populated by Mon-
tagnards, 1t Is clear that the White House:
order allowed the.continued use of herbicldes
against our own friends in Vietnam.

1% 1s not & commendable picture, Tt ia not‘

~even a sensible one. In addltion. to violating -

environmental principles preached in Amer-..
lca, the use of ‘defollants and - herbictdes.
hurts South Vietnam. more than it hurts the

ensmy pnd leaves the country economleally
weakened at the very time the United States’

13 trylng to withdraw,

Ironicelly, passage of the 1925 Geneva
Protocol as submitted by the Presldent, will
not end defoliatlon In Vietnam, or else-
where. Unly by rejecting the “understand-
Ing” which exempts the use of {ear gas and
herblcides, and by approving -the Protocol
with s clear agreement that It Includes gl]
forms of biological and chemical agents in
international conttict can the Unlted States
end a tactlic thu.t makes more enemles than
frlenda

HISTORY or! THE GENEVA PRGTOCOL
1922—Washington Treaty banned “the use
in war of asphyxlating, poisonous or other
gases,” Ratifled by the US Senate but.never
came-Into- effect becanse France rejected 1t.
* 1025—Geneva Protocol included the above

"language ‘and also banned “‘the use of: bao-

teriological methods of warfare.” -Approved .
by the U3.Senate Forelgn Relations Com= -
mitice.. Debeted one day on Senate floor in
December, %938, No vote taken,, . .
1937-’47—Protocol . remained.. tn Foreign‘
Relationg Committee. " = . R
1928, Feb, 6—Genava Protocol became ef-
fective. To date it has been joined by 96
notions lncludlng every- ma]or country BX--
cept the United States,..’
1943.--Presldent Roosevelt pledged that the
Unlted States would never be fArst to. use
chemlcal-blological agenta in war, . .
1947-'589—Protocol returned - to- Executive
Branch without Senate action.

.»Whilchi:might bs employed be-:

April 20, 19?’13

:10560-—Rep. Robert ‘W..:Kastenmelor (D-
Wis.) introduced a-resolutlon. (K Con Res
433) calllng for reaﬂu-mation of “the long--
standing. policy of the United States.that in-
the:event. of war the Unlied : States shall
under: no-cireumstances resort to-the use.of -
blologlcal Weapons or the. usa of polsonous or .
noxlous gases unless they are frst used.by -
our enemdies,” The. resolutlon was opposed
by.-Departments: oI_Dafense and- Btata. No
actlon taken, -

1989, Feb. 14—~Pruldent Nixon conﬂned
U3 nctivities-on toxins to defonsive research.

‘1868, Aprll—Sen. WHllam: J. Pulbright (D-
Ark.), chairman: Senate :Forelgn Relations-
Commlittee, asked President Nixon to resub-
mit the Geneva Protocol.

1988, Nov, 25—Prealden.t= Nixon. renounced-
the use of lethal biolegical or germ weapons
and ordered Department.of Defense to dia-.
pose-of extsting stockpﬂes.ﬂe alzo- promlaed
to.resubmit: the protoeol.:

11869, December——Unihed,._Nations Gene al
Assembly ;adopted-'a resolution. stating that .
the Geneva.Protocol prohibited-all. chemical::
weapans:(a move almed directly at US chem~.
ical activities; in. Vietnam)..- The -vote -wna.+ .
80-3-.with 36 natlonss Jhbstalning. . Opposing:. . -

States, ", v v o
© 19%0, Aug 19m'1‘he protocol Was, reﬁubuﬂt- R
ted:to -the Senate-with a:reservation on.the ’
right to retaliate with chemlcsl weapons and..
an understa.nding thntéyherblcidos are unot
included. : : v .

41970, Dec! 26—-—Preslﬂen‘t N!.xon announoed
& phase-ont-of the-use of defollants }n Viet-
nem pnd restricted the:usenof herbicides ter:
clearlng areas.around allied base camps., -

1971, . Mar.; 5—Hearlnga.-opemn:: berora the
Senate Foralgn ‘Relatlons : Committee

HOW NEW ENGLAN‘D SENATOR‘! VOTED

-A breakdown of the Senate vote of Aug: 27}
1970 ‘on the Nelson-Goodell amendment: to
the  military procurement. authorization....
aimed at cutting off funds for the use of har-'
bictdes for crop destruction warfare—showed
seven New England senators’ voting against.
the ending of crop warfare, four in favor and
one absent. The amendment was rejectecl 4B
to 33. The President.took no stand,

“Connhecticut: - Abrahanmy - Ribicotf (D) yes,
Thomas J, Dodd (D). absent: (Dodd has since
been replaced by- Lowall P ‘Weicker, a Re~
publican.)

Maine: Edmund 8. Muskie (o) yes Mar-r
garet Chase Smlith (R)-no.-

- Massachusotts: Edward -M; Eennedy " (D)
yes, Edward W. Brooke (R) no. -

‘New Hampshire: Thomas J. McIntyre (D)
no. Norris Cottor (R} no.

Rhode Island: John- 0 Pastore (D) yea.
Claiborne Pell (D} no. -

Vermont: George Atken (R) no, WInstonL
Prouty (R) no,

: LEGALITY, OF HBRBICIDES

At the American Assoctation :for the Ad-
vancement of Bcience annual meeting in Chi.
cago, Dec. 29; 1070, Prof..Geovrge Bunn:of the -
University . of Wisconsinilaw school;, a-dig=-
armament expert, clted the following grounds-
for flnding the use.of: herbicldes n war 11--
legal:

11807 Hague Convention to whtch -the
United States ls a party, forbids the use. of -
“poison or- poisoning -weapons'” In war. -

-1949 GCGenevn  Agreement, -to-:which :the.
Unlted -States: is & party, forblds oceupying -
powers- from deatroying food suppliea 1n R
occupled nation, .- e D

1956 Army Fleld Mamual 37—10 -atill. tn CUTe:
rent use, says-soldiers can:kill crops only;if.
they are solely for use by 'enemy troops.and:
11" that fact can . be- determined. It further
states that the principles-of the 1040 Geneva.
pact apply “In areas through which tmopsrara
passing and even on the battlaﬂeld e :
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wPATCHES" THIS AIRCRAFT SUSTAINED OVER 600
HITS
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