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) HOTRs The 0-129 ninnft twtl out to 0 an excellent oholce for chem-

oal delivery ia & hostilo environment se 1% hamdairmﬂth
-m-mm&uummmmmmhm by twe precipro-
cating -nglnel of ths most. «p-mm tm _

~ Throughout the entire um1mﬂm1m. mmfm
wu on the incresse (at of 139 h:l.ummudronﬁ),u
arev r vas kilhdmuhr dus to ground fire,
Very 1 Tﬂsh oredit can be given to ﬂ.gm.r rtios during this period

~ me the Rules of Engagement w?ld a0t pnmu\ offensive agtions,  Survival
of airorews and airframe wust ‘be scorsdisted 0 the skill of the crews

snd the ruggeduess of he airframe, mwwgmmmm.m '
and numercus injuries vers mtunod \

9. During the first six months ot 1961.. moﬂp«l; 104 sorties vere
ﬂmﬁthmstdm.m&mlwnm gxinately gro\mdﬂ.n
hits were recorded. mummmmam
mnmmhpmmmmmwm_ gromdﬂrohltlm
recorded. )

10. 1In Deo 64, 24 Air Diviasion mum on b-u \mnu gones in all areas
vhers defocliation projeats weve tn bs pert prooedure vould
sliminate the Rules of Engagement and yrovide the tu' iuthm with
a clearance to develop offensive sssort tastis M

number of ground fire hits vhich wre on the _
iber. In Dec 64, the C-123 spray equipped inve _
thrutafmumfthudnuhmﬂnhrmuqudum.

11. In Jan 65, the defoliation of & strategle ) haven" and free
strilke ares wvas attsmpted for the first tims. 1 1 ares (7x13Km) of
jungle foliage, stronghold of the V0 for many nar:%}’ the target.

L2

Intelligenos reporte and forvard sir contrel sight indicated that
ground wespon emplacements, 30 and 50 ealiber, plus 4000 YO
neocessitated meximum fighter, FAC snd Rescus ye s\be used. The

preé- s offensive escort and post-strike taotic loped during
m-mntimmndtohernhum,rarm st time since

1963, the total five hits received per wers reduced by ’
awoxiutol.r 7 The igied fire hit nilommw from a former

6 hit per sertie ntlo, to that of .25 per loﬂlo. A total of 99 soriies
wvare flowm, with fighter protsction, and only 22 atp#rm hits wers ve-
corded, Durisg this period the slement of mmd.“ vae i1, the desired
alurat:lon of lov level track was unstainable, ovrciw act!.m vere
almost impossible,

12. The number of fighters required and tlotiel
nunber of defoliation aireraft, on e preds
been continuously modified to ocpe with the cont:

!

nppoﬂ‘.l‘im
lowi 1 track, have
me {n ground

fire activity; howwver, the basio am of fightet cover oparations deve-

loped during the first snr- Strikn um progect (Jan and Peb 65)
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33, Onummimmnpntmmmdw md-urd.utho

pext treek routs, Lo -ho‘ ascomplished. Telltale svidence of 4he chesdonl
digpensed is imuediate long lasting: There 4s 0o vay ‘to seoure tbe
svidense and the .u“r{m li.tth dieeioulty in ‘sncartalning subsegwent
£light tracks to be the sams day oF sucoeeding daye, vben return

flighta mst 4+ be made to aauploto a mjoet or & ‘ssriss of wojoctu.

34, problm asscoisted wvith mmm operations in a hostile eo-
vimuont ave many snd oomplex, Much mhm has bean gained, Muoh
has been aagomplished. The potentiel shovs many possinilisies. The

resyurces mqﬁmuwﬁwamiolhnmmmw a point
vhare total resourcas available canuot support tbls operation alvag vith
other daily combat nqﬁmtl.

35, Pighter sortie priorities should be mmw to inslade herbioide

opevations if this mission is %o gontinue at tbe previous rate of opera~

tions. The high cost in fighter ter resouross distates & very slose analysis
of the mou and relative merits of this operaticn.

36. It is ‘posommonded that mmwdhmchm:uta Agenay ¢on~
Mwn analysis. Itilwmﬂmtmalm involved in the initisl
MWW. ARPA 8 surrently u:guurmm eth=
aiqnn in a field study io Thailend, A8 analysis of wula of mhl-
oide sctividies 48 RAVE ocould mmlnﬁgb ueormuud into tb aurrent
W study.

7. T™we Mﬂ QWMOI&M of m&m agerts as W of var is
e nav field of emdeaver. Experisnce has .omh Fow 1s the time
to gollsct, organise, gollate and snalyse wll experienes "into hard, eold
facts. These -mwhmm'ymdummmmm



