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- military
- ”l. General Abrams has ordered an across-the-board review of the/effectiveness of -

i fthe herbicide program, especially defoliation. While this will be focussed on

_military f&ctore the‘political costs of such operations will obviously alsc have

:to_be taken into consideration.' Following are replies to questione poeed in reftel

y

aeed on 1nformation and assessments currently available. .

-2.-We are currently flying fewer missions upon enemy LOC's, base and etaging afbae
:and avenues of approach close to populous and cultivated lowland areas. Thie‘is -V”-U
particularly-true in -IIT Corps. .In June, in keeping with recommendations in the

.Herbicide Pollcy Review, 70 per cent of the C-~123 herbicide aircraft were moved.

'to_I.CTZ, where magor targets are enemy base areas (101, 114 and 117) and-LOC}s_
b of tes 9 and 5&7,5northern Quang Nam Province) in the highlands. 'Herbicide
perations in 11 and I1T Corpe, have been concentrated upon areas of enemy entrance

and egress . in the spareely populated areas along the Cambodlan border and in

L”IV Corpe upon enemy base areas 1n the coastal mangrove swamps._ Thus, we havew{u

.already done mitch to ensure that herbicide operatione are conducted in keeping with .
rfrecommendatlon (l) & the Herbicide Policy Review and the views expressed by o
{?_;Preeident Thieu. o S ff_"c",' : : _ égﬁf/c;Fi

f;33 we do not interpret Thieu's remarke as an injunction against all defoliation

'loperations near cultivated areas regardlees of military exigencies. Neverthelese,
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MACV has taken the initiative with the JGS to supplement the normal review of her-

bicide projects with GVN officials with a new and special review of all our herbi-
cide targets. The purpose of the special review is to ensure that all targets re-

main valid and, to the maximum extent compatible with military needs, are confined

'__to areas well away from population and agricultural centers.

L. We have not yet found any refiection on President Thieu's views #t the operating
level on the Vietnamese side. When GVN officials have had time to study the full
report and realize that its recommendatians do not differ much from those of

' President Thieu, their attitudes will likely not radicﬁlly differ from our own

with'regard to'the.herbicide program. ’

.+ 5. With fegard.to reduction of economic losses due to defoliation efforts, ex-

tenaion_of the timber salvage operations to War Zone D from War Zone C, where they

;:_ had been succesrfuily pursued until the recent surge of VC/NVA activit} there, will

depend upon a cbmbination of security andrmarknt conditions. It is expected that

3 1 aalvagélof dead and damaged trees will be unidertaken as soon as security conditions

- permit; however, the assignmenﬁ'of ﬁpecial aecufity forces for such undertakings |

has not been possible, Reforostation of defoliated areas is being considered in

_conjunbtion with normal AID programing.-_Moanwhilo, MACV has obtainad through

- USAID the servicesJof.a qualified plant pathologist who has been requested to pre-

:paro a special pamphlot for use in orianting CORDS personnel in the fi#ld about
the effects of herbicides on plants. In addition, the Report on the H%rbicide
Policy Review is itself-being made available to appropriate U5 field a@visors for

~their information, Work.iS'also progressing on procedural recommendations that

00&7 3JV/J

TR

R B A R B s R m%m«mwwt\\ b VT e



e
-
el

‘_fl f} IR ™ E g “g o i «’ ) i
; E IR ¥ -

will be the principal means by which it is hoped we wlll be able to insure the

full participation of CORDS agricultural refugee and psyops advisors in the pre- ‘ '2

{'” paration and evalqatlon of herbicide projects.

6. Modification oI crop destruction operations will await the audlting and further

study of current destructlon programﬂ 8s recommended in the Review. Meanwhile,

‘during the current‘grow1ng season, crop destruction efforts have been reduced by

63. per cent from the 1967 level ThJB is the result both of selecting for destruc-

:tion only crop targets available to known enemy units and a reduction in the number

‘of lucratlve crop targets due to subnormal rainfall earlier this year,
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STATEMENT

SUBJECT: Defoliation Effects onhCombat Operations

Defoliation of the jungle areas in South Vietnam, in my opinion, has in-
creased the aerial observation of enemy lines of communication, safe havens,.
storage sites, and has improved the observation capability along friendly
lines of communication. . _

This was particularly noted during three months of operation by the 10lst
Aviation Battalion in III CTZ as compared to three months of operatlons
in the I CTZ. Daily aviation support was provided to the 10lst Airborne
Infantry Brigades in both CTZs. Spot reports of enemy movements and enemy
positions by the aviators assigned to the 10lst Aviation Battalion were

higher in the III CTZ than in the I CTZ. This is contributed to the results .

of defoliation in the III Corps Tacticel Zone. In addition, the number of

helicopters hit by enemy ground fire "in my battalion was higher in the I CTZ _ "

then in the III CTZ. I attribvute this increase to these three factors:
weather conditions, number of enemy and little or no defoliation in I CTZ.
For example, Fire Base Bastogne was established twenty-two road miles west
of Camp Eagle in the I CTZ. The road was cleared of timber and undergrowth
one hundred yards on each side of the road and defoliation missions vere
flown by the US Air Force. Prior to the after effects of the defoliation,
five UH1H helicopters and one gunship received hits from enemy ground fire
within & three mile stretch along the road. However, after the herbicide .
- chemical reaction I had only one aireraft hit by ground fire. It is not
meant to say that defoliation will stop the enemy; however, my experience

has proven thet he vill avoid & defoliated ares during daylight hours. .. .
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" Former 10lst Aviation Bn Commander = S
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