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~Wider Exposure. 
;;, of u.s. Troops to 
:;Agent Orange Told 
';'. ' 

1,ByMARLENECIMONS, 
Times staff Writer 

WASHINGTON-Richard S; 

• 

.' ,Sehwelker, secretary of health and '; 
human services, announced Wed­

~~.' nesday that a search of Vietnam 
" ~ar records has revealed 41 pre- , 
i' Vlously unknown cases of dumping 
," the toxic defoliant Agent Orange 

,; from ,airplanes in Vietnam-some­
;; times directly over or near U.S, mil­
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'" ltary installations and their residen-' A 
, t1a1 areas. " Pi 
•. "The number of people exposed to 'II} 

Agent Orange was substantially 't1 
i, larger than originally thought" 
, Schweiker told a news conferenc~. 
(:"1 don't think anybody quite fore-
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saw we would be dumping chemi­
j' eals on our own people-but ap­
, parently we were, The veterans 
" have been saying that for quite s£ 

f, t... ,some time." ni 
':, For years, many Vietnam veterans 
have blamed exposure to Agent Orange 
tor a variety of medical problems, includ­
Ing cancer, skin di"eases, Impotence, liv­
er abnormalities and birth defects in 

" 

;':. 
their children. I 

, ' An c$timated ]0.6 million gallons of 
Agent Orange was used for six years dur­
.ing the Vietnam War in an effort to defo-; 
liate jungle sanctuaries used by enemy , 
troops. . 
: Critics of the Agcnt Orange program ,~ 
have charged that dioxin, a byproduct: 
present in 2,4.5-1', one of the components . 
of Agent Orange, is dangerous and car­
Cinogenic and responsible for many of 
the health 'problems claimed by Vietnam 
veterans. Defenders of the program have 
said that no hard scientific evidence for 
these charges exists and that Agent 01'- ' 
arige is not a health hazard if handled 
properly. "'1 
. Schweiker said a government-wide '. 

panel called the Agency Orange Work- i 
Ing Group, which President Heagan ele- ! 
vated to Cabinet counCil level in : 
had discovered that ' . . 

>' . were dumped by the air- _ :~~~~~~~~~~' were 
L, .. ,,: landed. he said. 
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i Schwelker added that the group was " 
also Investigating additional reports that 
Ole herbicide was used for "bank-spray­
ing" and "base-clearing" around U.S. ' 
military facilities. . i 
: Until now, he said, about 1.200 pilots " 

,and ~upport personnel who flew spraying 
mIssions-personnel known as "ranch 
hands" -were the only servicemen 
known to have been heavily exposed to 
the defoliant. " . "'" 
: "We are saying today for the fifOt time 
that a much largCl" population (of those: j 
exposed) exists-unfortunately-than 
,was known hefore, but we still don't have i 
any concrete figures," Schweiker said. . ,:,1 
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;: which is under 

\ . Veterans Groups Elated 
• ,. Representatives of Vietnam veterans' 
i groups welcomed the new information .. 
i. "We're very happy that the new ! 
i' material has been made available," said 
, 'Greg Kane, director of operations and 
. Agent Orange coordinator for the Viet-
, .nam Veterans of America. "We hope this 

means that veteran. who have been eK­
perlencing the same disabilities as veter­
ans who were proved to be exposed to 
Agent Orange will now be able to make 

~,the connection" between their problema 
t and the chemical. he said . 

i' Victor Yannacone, t~E~~~~~~+ 
I·Vietnam veterans in a . 
i against the five major chemical compa­
" nles that manufactured Agent Oran8e, 
, said the new information "improves the 
l of the vetcrans and to 

companies have defend­
ed. the safety of their product and main­

e tain they are not liable because they 
manufactured the herbicide for the 

, government. 
· Thus far, the Veterans Administration 

has refused to provide free medical care 
• to Vietnam veterans who have attributed 
· theIr health problems to Agent Orange, 
contending that there is no documented 
evidence that exposure to the defoliant 
has resulted in long-term health defects. 

rA bill approved In June by both houses of 
: Congress, however, would provide fed­
I erally finrmccd medic,,1 treatment under 
; certain Circumstances' to veterans ex­
! posed to Agent Orange. The biil is now in 
i~ !lo.l}!I?.:~eE~e.:e?!erence committee. 


