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Mr. Edward G. Gallian,

Nationnl Commander, DAV Magazine
DAYV Natioral Hoadlguartora

3725 Alexandria Pike

Cold Spring, KY #1076

Dear Commandsr Gallan:

Throughout the history of the Vietmam econfliect, 1300 men served
proudly in a unique United States Alr Force unit known as Operation
Ranch liand. Operation Ranch Hand‘'s nmission included enemy crop de-
struction and denial of cencealment to the snemy by defoliation.

No one can challenge the fact that personnel of Operation Ranch Hand
had the im&tost degree and frequency of centaet with herbicides while
serving in Vietnam. In spite of ouwr daily contact with these chemleals,
no symptoms attributed to highly fldorinated hydrecarbons, such as
dioxin, manifested themselives. Therd were no unexpiained physical
problems, All personnel recelved annual physieals. The men lived and
worked c¢losely together and any unusual problems such as chloraons

(the hallmark symptom of exposure to diexin) would not have gome
unnoticed or wunreported. a

Since 1974, Vetsrans of Operation Rench Hand have watched with
astonigshment e the "Agent Orange” controversy g to the point where
many Americans now believe that the herbicide 24D/245T causes health
problems in humans, Whils virtually no soientific evidence supparts
this conclusion, a number of Vietnam Veterans also share this belief.

In 1980 the United States Alr Foroe agreed to manage an apidemiology
study (The Ranch Hand II Study): the boldest and most sxhaustive epi-
demiologloal study ever undertaken by this country's sclentific community
on a military population. The Ranch Hand Vietnam Association has
wholehoartedly supported this study. _' '

To date, over 1050 of the origimal 1300 Veterans of Operation Ranch
Hand have voluntarily participated in the Ranoh Hand II Study: this time
in the service of our nation's secientific community. Current data
(mortality statistics) indicate that Ranch Hand personnel have a mortality
rate Ldentical to our comparison group, and the Ranch Hand mortality rate -
is significantly below the rate for the U.S. white male population.
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It should be also noted that no cases of chloracne were observed during
the physical examination phase conducted by the Kelsey-Seybold Clinle
in Houston, Texas. ‘ :

| 'Thus far, initlal data from the Ranoh Hand II Study supports, the
previcusly accepted sclentifio conclusion that the herbicide 24D/245T
does not eause health problems in humans.

. The herblolde 24D/2457 was used for twenty years throughout the
United States and the free world before its application in Southeast Asla,
“and its safety and effectiveness were amply demenstrated. All oredible

sclence to.date supports the premise that 24D/245T wag and ie a safe
nerbicide in spite of the presence of a minute amount of dloxin (a trace
production contaminent). After seclentific review, the governments of
Great Eritain and Australla have again allowed its use.

The Veterans of Operation Ranch Hand are proud of our acoomplishments,
past ard present. Beoause of our invelvemsént and close assoclation with
herbicides, the Ranch Hand Vietnam Assoclatien stands behind existing
golence, and hopes that this most aurrent resmssroh, combined with volumes
of past resesroh, will end the "Aiont Orange" contreversy with fully
documented and supported sclentifie data. - ‘

We believe that when thh acionée of this lssue is ocarefully examined,
most will conelude that the "Agent Orange® controversy has little basis
in fact. If ona ignores valid molence and reasts to other preasures

based on sensationalism and emotionalism, unsupported by faots, a great
disssrvice to our nation and the vast majority of owr nation's Veterans

will result.
~ Rempsctfully yours,

Jack Spey, Major, USAF/RET.
President, Ransh Hand Vietnam Associatlon

850 Tarpon Dr.
Ft. walton Beach
FL 32548
(90h)243-5696




