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Mr. Edward G. Galian, 
Nationnl Commander. DAV Magaaine 
DA V Na'tiona1 Headquarter. 
J 72,5 Uexarulria Pio 
Cold Spring, KY 41076 

Dear CC)lIIIIlIILruler Calian I 

ThroughQut the h1atory of the VietMm confliot, 1)00 men .er".d 
proudlJr in a unique united States Air 'oru unit known aa oper-ation 
Ranch Harul. Opratlon Ranch Harul's misden 1nclu4ed enemy orop de­
structlLon and denial otooneeal_nt to the illnell\Y by. '.foUatlon •. 
NQ one can ohallenge thataot that pere.nnel of Operation Ranch .HaM. 
had tho ,,nate.t degree and. 1'refI.uencl'. oteontaat with .1\8r010148 whUe 
servi~~ 1n Vietnam, In spite of our al1yocmtaot wi111 thea8 cheDlica18. 
no 8yml~to ... attributed to hi(lh11 tlftrtnated hydrooarboDII. such as 
dioxin" maniteated 1118111881".s. Ther. were no wu.XplabMd phl's!oa1 
problefra. AU personnel rece!".tl armual phys1oale. The men lived and 
worked closely to(l8the:l;' and any un1l8ual proDlt. such asehloraone 
(the hlLllmarll: symptom ot exJlO811l'8 to dloxin) would not have 80U 
unnotiCled or UrIre)lOl'ted. 

S:Lnce 197'. Veterans of Operation Ranoh Hand. have watched with 
astonilJhDlantaethe "Agent Orange- convoveray gre.w to the point where 
many AllI8ricans now believe that the herbicide "D/24ST caWles health 
problel. in huma1'lS. whUe virtually no 80S.entitlo eviclenoe suJ'!ll". 
this cc)nelW1icm. a nllmber of Vietnam Veterans alao share thls belief. 

III 1980 the United States Air Foru Ai,l'lle. to manage an e»ium1010gy 
.tlldy i(Tbe Ranch Hand II Stu4y) I the boldest and most exha1l8tive e.,i-
4em101.~J.oal stlldy ever unchlrtaken by this country 's scientitio oOllllllllni ty 
on a mlUtarl' populat1on •.. The Ranch Hand Vietnam Assooiation haS 
wholehl.a.rtedly 8upportedllh1a 8tudy. 

T.) date. over 1050 of the original 1.)elO VeteraM of operation Ranch 
Hand hnve voluntarily partic1pated in the Ranch Hand II StlidYI this time 
1n the .. rvice ot Olllr' nation 's scientifio eOlllliNni. tl" Curr.nt Cia ta 
(morta:L1ty statistics) indicate that Raneh Hand personnel have a mortality 
rate ielentical to our comparison group. and the Ranch Hand mortality rat., ' 
1s sigllitioantlybelow thltrate for the U.s. white male population. 
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It should be also noted that no oases of ohloraone were observed during 
the physioal examination phase oonduoted by the Kelsey-Seyb01d Clinio 
in Houston, Texas. . 

. Thus far, inii:lal data from the Ranoh Hand II study supports the 
previously acoepted scientifio conolusionthllt the herbicide 24D/24,ST 
d·oesnct oauae health problems in humans. 

The herbicide 24D/24ST was used for twenty years throughout the 
United states and the free world before its .applioatlon in Southeast Asia, 
and its safety and effectiveness were amply demonstrated. All credible 
scieno. to .. datILsuPperts the premise that 241.)/2,45'.1: ~~~JIIi is a sate 
heXlbie1.de in spite of the presence of a minute amount of dioxin (a traoe 
pr.oduot;ion oontaminent). After soientifio review, the gevernments of 
Great Britain and Australia have again allowed its use. 

The Veterans of Operation Ranch Hand .are proud of our acoomplishments, 
past aTld present. Beoause of.our involvement and close assooiation with 
herbiot.dea, the Ranoh Hand Vietnam Association stands behind exiating . 
scienoe,. and h"p," that this most ourrent.~~oh. combined with volumes 
of pa,S1: resea:'rcn.w1l1 end the "Agent Orange" controversy with fully 
dooumtmted and supported scientific data. . 

Wtl believe that when the adenoe of this issue is carefully examined, 
most wi.ll conolude that the "Agent Orange" oentrevel"sy has 11 ttle basis 
in fac1:. If ,ona ignores valid so1enoe and reaete to otherpr",ul"es 
based (In sensationalism and smot1cnal1sm, unlupporte' by faots, a gr.sat 
d1 .. ervice to our nation and the vast majority of our nation'. Veterans 
will "Isult. 

Jack Spey, Major. USAF/RET. 
President. Ranoh Hand Vietnam A.sociat1on 
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