
Memo for the Record: 1 October 1981 

The attached are extr.!lcts from a typescript manuscript by 

Charles H. Hubbs, a former member of the Ranch Hand organization in 

1966-67 in Vietnam. These are Major Hubbs' rememberances, reoorded 

shortly after his return f:rom Vietnam •••• apparently 1967 or early 1968. 

They are not f·ootnoted or :referenced. Hubbs, now LTC (Retired), has 

authorized the use of this information for scholarly purposes. 

The typescript was apparently prepared for possible publishing in 

the popular pr,ass, and is .mtitled "Cowboy Zero One." 
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During fhe first hectic days after my arrival, I was in and out of 
airplanes so fast I wasn't catching the names of the crewmembers I flew with, 
particularly the Flight Engineers. These hardy enlisted souls (God love 'em) 
rode in the back of the airplane. The VC bullets passed through the aluminum 
skin of the airplane back there as if it were paper. To keep our courageous 
Sergeants alive there was a heavy steel box back there that they could duck 
into when the bullets started·ventilating the airplane. 

I was flying on my second or third mission and, as usual, Ralph the 
Gorilla was my instructor. I was in the right, or co-pilots, seat. I hadn't 
heard the sound of for-real ground fire up to this time, so when Ralph 
growled, "Get your head down,· Junior," I got my head down. In fact I got it 
clear underneath the instrument panel. Now as one Major to another, I really 
didn't appreciate Ralph calling me "Junior." However, no matter what he 
called me if he felt it was prudent for me to get my head down, I was all 
for it. 

This innnedlately posed a problem. It is difficult enough for the two 
pilots working together as a team to fly the 123 at 100 feet in close 
formation and it requires both pilots pay strict attention to all the 
details, but when one of the pilots puts his head under the instrument 
panel it significantly compounds the other pilots problems. 

Ralph noticed this problem straightaway. His even-tempered reaction 
went something like this: "What the hell are you doing with your head 
under the instrument panel, you dumb S.O.B.? I want Junior, our Flight 
Engineer, to get his head down, not you stupid:" Ralph had a way of 
expressing himself. 

This encounter resolved two problems. One, I would not try to fly 
the plane with my head under the instrument panel and two, my identity was 
established. I had no further identity problem after that. It was Simple. 
Junior was in his steel box and I was dumb-dumb, stupid or any other 
descriptive term except Junior. I was a fast learner. 

We wore two flak vests for protection from groundfire while flying. 
Actually, it would be more correct to say we "are one flak vest and sat on 
the other. The one we wore was for us. The one we sat on was for our 
favorite female back home. Most of our hits were bullets coming through 
the bottom of the aircraft. A great number of our female friends back in 
the States were deeply concerned about vitRl portions of our pink bodies 
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being unnece~sarily damaged. 

We had five airplanes and eleven pilots when I arrived. Believe me, 

one extra pilot is considerably short of the reconnended pilot-to-aircraft 

ratio reconunended back in the States and explains why I went to work so 

quickly. By the seventh mission, I had progressed from flying as the co-pilot 

in the last airplane to the pilot of the number two airplane. Ralph felt 

every pilot should be able to be the lead pilot in the first plane. 

Unfortunately, he expected a new guy to pick up his year of experience in 

one lesson. 

We were in the number two aircraft and Ralph was in the right or 

co-pilot's seat. He was demonstrating his instant combat indoctrination 

course and explaining in his colorful way the dozen or so things I was 

doing wrong while puffing ferociously on his cigar. He always had a cigar 

going but none of us had the courage to tell him it was hazardous to 

everyone's health to be smoking in an airplane while VC folks were shooting 

holes in our gas tanks. 

There was a lot of ground fire on this target and one uncommonly lucky 

VC gunner managed to put a .30 caliber rifle bullet right into our cockpit. 

It smelled the whole plane up with burning cordite. But the smell was 

nothing compared to the sound that bullet made when it hit Ralph. There 

was no doubt in my mind that the bullet had taken Ralph's head clean off. 

Of course I didn't look to see. When the round hi t us I had been flying 

in very tight formation on the leader's wing. I was just hanging in there 

while the leader was very busy telling the world about some moderate ground 

fire we were taking. He was also damn near pulling our wings off with a 

tight turn to go back over the target again! 

I was recommended for a medal for hanging onto the leader's wing and 

making a couple more passes, but to be honest, I didn't dare pull off from 

the leader's wing since I hadn't the faintest clue as to weere in Vietnam 

we were. 

I knew the throttles were being moved by someone other than me, but 

I just didn't think it wise to look over and see if Ralph still had a head. 

I already had a classic case of the scared-to-deaths and losing my breakfast 

wouldn't help. I did ask over the intercom if he was alive. This got me 

a week's ration of lusty, direct r.plies from an angry, bleeding gorilla. 



The Flight Leader finally decle/ed we had heen shot at enough (1 later 

learned the hour and a half we had been over the target was really four 

minutes) and he pulled off the target and climbed to 3500 feet. 1 finally 

got my courage up and looked over at Ralph. There he sat, cigar going a 

mile a minute and using an honest to God Texas-size Bowie knife to pick 

shrapnel out of a messy looking arm. That really got my attention. He 

flew one more mission with me that day before he wen t over to the medics 

to get his arm fixed. Tha t' s Mr. Tough in my book. 

With our crew ra tio· of pilots to aircraft at such a low point, only 

one pi lot could be off a t a time whether it be sick or getting his sanity 

back away from Saigon for a few days. One day when we had a pi lot off 

somewhere getting his head straight after two missions a day for 25 straight 

days, my co-pilot came up with a terrible case of diarrhea and no one to 

take his place. 

Sick as he was he was· strapped in and ready to go at take-off time. 

The Ranch Hands seldom aborted or cancelled a flight once they got the 

engines started. This is an outstanding tribute to the fine condition our 

maintenance folks kept our planes in, believe me. However, today the 

gods would smile favorably on my co-pilot who already had a pained look 

on his face and his legs tightly crossed. 

As 1 reversed the propel lars on a routine check, they stuck in the 

reverse position. This meant the airplane could only back up, I couldn't 

get forward thrust on the propellors. Admittedly the Ranch Hands and their 

planes were pretty tough, but even Ranch Hands can't fly backwards so I 

cancelled our flight. Overjoyed with the engine problem my co-pilot 

promptly retired to the john for the rest of the day. 

One of the more interesting aspects of being a Ranch Hand flyer was 

the manner in which one equipped himself. For years I had dutifully stood 

in long equipment lines with batches of issue slips in hand while grumpy 

Air Force supply folks handed out my equipment. It was invariably too big 

or too sma 11 or the wrong quan ti ty. The resourcefu 1 Ai r Commandos 

circumnavigated this problem. 

The Air Force had a regulation that made it mandatory that crewenembers 

wear flight suits or fatigues while flying. They also issued us long sleeved, 

heav~ duty, /,ot regulation fatigues. The temperature on the flight lines in 

Vietnam often exceeded 1200 and everyone hated the Air Force regulation fatigul 

The Army, on l/Je ot.her hand, held fought jungle waFS before and they had a 
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nifty set of· lightweight faUgues m<1de just for this business and climate. 

Like a lot of other good Army equipment though, they screwed the fatigues 

up by putting slanted, baggy pockets on them. 

As soon as a Cowboy got settled he would. head straightforth to downtown 

Saigon's World Wide Tailor Shop who had a mysteriously inexhaustible supply 

of Army lightweight fatigues. After a swift, professional measuring session 

wi th the newly acqu! red fa tigues on, the Cowboy would be asked to "Come by 

next morning, please." Overnight the Army fatigues would be converted into 

a short sleeved, form fitting snappy outfit. Of course they would have 

extra pockets on each sleeve for cigarettes, a couple of pencil inserts, 

a myriad of uni t patches, an American flag, name tag and if room was left, 

"U.S. Air Force" over the left breast pocket. There was considerable latitude 

attaching the patches of your choice on this uniform and since you drew up 

your own patch on the spot, some rather racy patches blossomed forth on the 

new fatigues. It was quite fashionahle in the early days to immortalize 

some Stateside anti-war personality with some obscene graffiti on a patch. 

I specificallY,lremember a great variety of "Jane Fonda" patches with some 

interesting suggestions of a sexual nature. 

Next, the Cowboy would have a custom anununition and pistol belt made. 

Since I had not had the foresight to think I would be allowed to arm myself 

for combat as I S,%1 fit, I only had the government issue .38 caliber pistol. 

available to me at the time. This changed later, but for the time being 

I settled for a .38 pistol holster with 50 bullet loops that really looked 

snazzy. In fact, I was shiny bullets from bellybutton all the way around 

to bellybutton. Roy Rogers would have been green with envy. 

To top off this sartorial scenario, a genuine "Made in Saigon lt 

Australian go-to-hell bush hat with a purple hat band attached and your 

rank embroidered on the front was necessary. This assured you right off 

that you would never have an identity problem in any gin mill in Southeast 

Asia (or downtown Burbank or Timbuktu). 

Ranch Hands also had to own a motorcycle of some sort. The few sane 

Cowboys owned SOcc Hondas - sort of low powered bicycles. The hardier types 

would acquire Honda 90' s .. Then there were the true suicidal types. They 

rode Honda 750' s. You could drive one of those hummers straight up the 

side of the Empire State Building accelerating all the way. Rumor had it 

Ralph could flatten jeeps and small trucks with his 750. 
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tllut ovcc hit Illy <ti_I"Cr':lfL. \V\J flew with our w.i.llclaN~3 open Lo rcduc.."'C! tl1C.~ glass 

mentioned, they 'vere snoking along elt about ')00 mph. Ive never knew IVhen tiley' d 

=m" [XIS t and, of course, U,ey u'3ually started pUIlping out 20 mn c.:mnon fire 

just as they reild1ecl us. 

BOY, talk aiJout il heart stopper.. ']'ry bcinej a bit tense tabcgin with and 

kno ... ing f'ltll we'll. th,'m '5 a VC bela" tIlat has shooUn'l YOLl full of holes as 

his,witale UC1y'S effort. l'iithout warning, inugi.lle four' 20 +1'1 cannons 

(join'j off ilbout ~'j ('I·t 1'1"(111 yow: '''lr ,1S your fj'icmcJly fi.'1hter goes by and 

you' 11 lUKler,; tand 1'11<1 L I mean by a h(cart s ton>:) r. 

One mission h'C~ had a super eugcr fighter tY1x~ who st'arteci dropping 

his little goodic's '1 IJit too soon and maJlaged to effectively bomb my three 

ship [Ol1llilUon. I lV,lS much l<X) YOlUlg for the PulesLi oil field raiu, but 

tI1C stories of tlte anti-elircraft fire leau n'-' to lxdicve you cXlUld lVillk on 

it, it lVas so heavy. l'Iell, if you uon't believe an [0'-100 dropping 

his IVhole onlnilno:., 1o.,d right into your flight of three isn't a tIrrill, 

then I'd reoolll1cnd l'olesti. Out of three ships nuni.>er L-wa lost a windscreen 

and one engine, nLU1~ X'~ [' Un12c, los t:. his win(bcrec~n ilJld one cIKJinc. I WllS the 

lOud nircrilft CUIUl1i11Hlcr c:mcl when the c}..vlosion~:; o..:dsed 0J1d tl10: shrilpncl quit 

rattling ilround iCls.i.c'c the' plane, I 10'3t my interest in conti_nuing tIlat 

particulilr mission. \ve hild over 100 holes in our plilClcs. Tha t kind of 

destruction would C.1USC ~;ili(Jon to lIsk [\ bundl of dUllU) questi.ons. \vc 

\vrnll~ off UH) l'))') 1 11(';; <11](1 wi!ld;-lcn~l\!l!j to elll!Jll'! (jn)llllcl f~i.n~. 'J11C f.i<Jhlcr 
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J':xccpt r,x Ull' /IllnOl- ex<..:cpU.on ju';t noLed, our figiJters I",cre 

our salWlLion. II()dCV(~r, ~:jdi<Jon dc;ciclcxJ Oll(~ Litre Ul~lt \...,e CQuid <jet Lllorlg 

very well., \~li lhoul: our lop cover. 

One of OLlr Jlun.."! suave higher rC::U1kcrs nude .].n cJnotiol1Lll llppcal to 

fl1IJ::M and tlS u resulL it \.;as decided u couple of full c..:010nc18 f.r-an Saigon 

would go illon'1 on a Rmdl mission to evaluate if we rcally needed tot)' mver. 

I'le had at that tine a rouple of a1-e'1'; wiJere we could fly and without 

exception I'A' could attract non.:! '1round fire ill J() seronds than a lot of 

CJuys cvcc ~)~M in a year. 

Natul:id.ly, "'" dlo"e one c£ the hoLte,;t taryeLs to cjet our "evaluator" 

colonel,,' attention. I ",as Ule pilot of UK' thi.rd silip Ulat day and would 

carry one of Ule colonels ,;0 he could ollser-vc tllC 0[>2F1t:iOll from the rear. 

lIe \-{,lS ':1 nicx; [clIo.." , crinkled ftlCC, grey hilirQd, clc. Just 

before crankiny up UK' en<Jines, R,lph whL,;[>:ors in my car "be very gentle on 

thut 0010n01 you arc carlying I he hus u heart conili Li.on ... 

Great Scott!! Just what I needed. 1'1<..' pre,;s off and sure enough we 

had just started our run when all hell broke loose! Because we h.-we no 

fighters uS c:over I the VC arc usin0 tr.:.tccrs und we all knON that 1::>ctwcen eat 

trllccr you S(~C, theD.:! are five I10n-Lr':'K.'CC;. '111(~ whole wor.ld in front of nL:' 

is Ll iJunch of t:rilccrs, all of "'hich a[Jl~'i1r to L><_, yoin') ricJht tJlro;JcJh 

HDlph, tll'-' leClder's ilirplallc. 

}\11 .1 'lI1 do.i.nij Ie; U:yill'1 to kc,,1' Hfj [J(XJr IK"lrt ['lmping ,uld lvonclerinq 

In thc: bdC.':;\. of lHy minu how do I explain d cx).loncl from heuc!qullrtcrs huving 

a corO!l,Jry j 11 11~ C(x~J~p.i. L. 



nL.Dli)(~t~ of rilJlki.ll lJ Alllr/ ()rric.x~n; .in clc'iln t1llif()nn'i poJ:ill<J nl>Olll, but vJ(! hnd 

ileud off on onc' or ollr P ,01 xo.l Ion; Lryi.n'J to 'Jet to til,-, pLlfl'-' Ixcfore anyone 

else.: could. Ij(: ~;<..T<trliJ1C'(1 up Lo tl1~ cocklJj l dnd h(lJ1(k~d m~ u very 

cryptic not:('. /\1 L i L ';.lId Ivi\!; "'ll\'-'rL' is illl Army IIJ:;l'00tor C;.)1l0ral 'J'eU1!l 

inVC~!,iLi(Ji)tin0 Lt" ~Jt.:'t thc~ iJ011 out of here, we buried your jeep two hours 

ago. II 

All our trddcs \'J(~n-,n I t lOt:lc,rs. We did not carry pDrc\chutcs si.nce a 

bailout at IOO reet j,]n' t even " reiliote possibi.li ty, but \'Ie did cilrry IlIore 

1...x)t"sonCll CjlU1S, ,Ul111lu1itioll, l)ayollett(~s, knives, cle, lhun any Air Force 

U1C nanch had " ex ),''';1:;'; CUll tiliIlC'!" (il netill \'Iii Lerti.,!h t (XlJ1 La i.ner tile Sl ze of 

u sn,111 halite) til,,1. cOIll:ained ut Ieic;t 300 I,,"apons (for Ule 12 of us). I 

lX'rson.111y carried tlle fol.k"vin'l: one ~l-l(' illlLonnU.0 rifle \vitJl 300 rOUDcis 

(Ul J\ir F'orc(~ iE>:)l!(~ • JH cdlibcr n~\.'olvcr witJ1 50 roullc!;; of t1nITO, and a .25 

caliber hid" out. .,utolililtiC wi th JOO rounds of ;umo. In our CDNEX we had 

S\vccJi.sh-1\ ,uld l\:T\~ric~ll1 'lhClnpson sub-m .. :lchine gUllS, sl lotguns, c,Jrbincs, 

1,,1-1 rifles, nrlq11lnn.;, Hru.·:ni.nCj ()l1un uULClll<ltics, (~Lc, elc. You nD!l~ a \vCLlpOn 

and one of our 'J""J" \-:i1S carryillC) it. One fH,)ilL T1t,dIClllic hilcl Cl 40mn (JTUlladc 

l,luncilcr in hi;; bullet l""CDf box i.n UIC iJ,1ck of U'C' ili.rcrilft:. Onl,' one of 

held tJ1CJll off JOllq ('Il()uqll to be n~~)c:ucxl - bUL lildt !~) ,JI1Ili.orl~; story. 
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day ,for <,buut Lhrl'!' '\.:(( J.;,c; thl'n you i;ol a liLli(: CCiI:d,:il kouky (Jllel it was 

time Lo go ai,ray for ,lh"lli Ie. 

BC:lk and Clyde fie\-! together a 101 .1.nd both w'crc considered "magnet 

asses!! because of the :11ll0Ulll of enemy ground fLre lhey attracted lnto the 

cocktd t of their illl"pl':Hlc. 

of their airplanes, ,;ood old !leak ane! Clyde would invariably a hit right 

through the windshci LJ. 

WIlen cvcryolIC else was lakiJl~: ilits in the tail 

!\orlllal1-y, that wasn't the end of the vwrld, but 

it sure ruirH~d your \\'Iwle <it])'. A. 30 caliber bullet ~HJashing thcQugh the 

!""indshield caused s(~\'cral mi.llion shards of glass Lo inoc:d themselves in 

all unprotected parLs of our bodies. 

In vi.ol.ation of the· rq.;ulations, "'IQ flQW in T-shirts 1,.,lhich left our 

arms bGr(~, but we did have a flak vest anll a flighL Ilclnwl ',lith a clcar 

visor to protect our ('YC:i. h1he:n a w'indshie:ld \\'.15 shOl out., your hands, 

.:'Inns :lJlcl the: ]0\.,.'('1' porLi()[l of your [ace look il rcal bC":ltill;; from lhe 

~;lass sllJillLcr:;. 
In .:! rl\.J hours lite arl'as \vhcre the i;lass hit your body v,'oulcJ 

ballooll trcmellc\ously. 
Shortly you had Ralph the Guril13 size arms and 

your face: looked lik,.: you hall .J. waLenlcLon in each chc'ck. 

The first t.il;ll~ ;.l~~,'!l,: and Clyde got a L1CC [ulll of windsh(~ld, tile sly 

and cunning devils a.<"k~··d me ror f.lvc (hys off so thl')' could go to Tachi 
and heal lip. 

Five (by:; l:'ttcr Clyde ""as b;lCk Dlld six or seven days afLer 

l~(,;lk hJ.d <1 real problem kecpilli.; track o[ time. 

Anyway, ['. [Ch' days Llt.,;:-'r llC'nk nnd Clyde pulled up off a reL1ti v ely easy 

target and the> longest, IlJcki(~st VC shot of the war hi t. Uh'Hl riLilt in the 

WiIldsllieJei at. 3,5U() [cl~L ilbove tile groufld _ 1!11POssibl~! 

AftCl- we l:llldcd, ~;t:1J·tc(1 up a p~rty, sellt BCill, and Clyde 0[[ Lo the 

1::c-dics <tnd r":)l;lrLcd Lil(' jJarty, I fully expecled Lo g(~t tlH~ "We need to go 

h'rollg. All of :\ sudden thvy W{'f(' both 

TI)(.y W:l!ll.{ d lo :;t;lY at j);.J lJ:.J Ill', and k('l'j> Oil f Iyilli.', • 

• 'ld;lrnCI1L about st(Jyjng 011 the' flying sehec/ute. 

(!::IYS .:lll b:ILlc[cd and tli',I)' tJut healing LIst. 
OK. So Liley flew for five 

Oil the ~;ixlh day, at 

~,rCdk[aSl, LlC':lk spit ol:l hi,--; daily quota of J-;lll~s bils lhat workc.<J their 

,,/1Y out l/!::-ouf;',h h1.s cl1(:(;k and stated, " 0K lC.Jder, now 1 1,.,'<lnt my five days 

C!:~f 'to iwal. up. II 
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w.as Lhe time he \vt'il\. up lhere all SllOl up. He ~;aid he· spl!nt the whole time 

explaining his Yll)Ull(j~ and 11lisscd about 5070 of v".duabl.c drin;(inC time. 

r tllink Beak's greatesl contribution to Llle Ranc!~ was InaJa on another 

occasion Hhen he got shot in the he,'l'd. NO\.J tho.t may sOLlnd a bit unkind but 

as an objective flight cO!1ullander, I found that BC3k in his own way, really 

benefited the Ranch and me threefold with that IJ:ancuvcr. 

First, for SOIjJC reason or ane,thcr (I believe it ,",,';is to rCi)air a c~se 

of bullet holes in ~l!l cnginE~), i.JC had been Shoft one plane lh'-It day and 

Beak had missed out OJ) flying his cllstom,::ny t\-.'o missiOI~S. With his typical 

cunning, he corncrl'd 1:10 in the bar and poured a ;;a110n or t\.-:o of Scagrams 

VO in to n,c. He point.ed out lhat I \';<-IS nm.; 30 missions ahead of him and that 

I "iwuld poillt out 

llere tllat. if we ~~rc ~;llorl an airiliallc for a (lzly~ nli~sions, YOll could bet 

the old fli.ght ] ('adl"( \.\'~lsnl t sitt.ing it oUl for tIle d;lY. The YOUflEcr bUYs 

could work out ,",,'h() d,l(]n't fly, but my democralic philo:'ophy y.,1(JS after I got 

an ,:drpl.::me) til(:11 lh,' rest of tile flight C.]Ill(: n{?>~L. 

Bcak ultilildlely convinccd me to give up my scal Oil a mission for the 

first t.i:r.c. lie rl'<I1 ly wanted tl~al mission. 

Tlw nexl !llO l'1l l, 111", on the fir~t P3.SS over the' taq;l'l, .:1 VC "\,110 must have 

plac<1tl::ci :lr1 the Jc~\'il.s he w"orshippcd, managed to put CJ .30 caliber slug 

throut;h Beak' s ""illdsh~(.';d, through Beak's helmet visor, throuEh his helmel 

and into Beak's lh:ad. The oullet lodt~ed just undc'r tIl(' :skin having 

forlUI'13tcLy noarly !,!'Cllt itself before Stoppill;~ ill Beak's Ileaci. 

Of course, l~a3~ was flying with Clyde. Beak only t;ot shot when he 
was flying with Clyde. Animal. 'vas the navigator on this misson. Clyde and 
Animnl goL t.he U~,ll('!l arms and [nee full of glass. Clyell! col[[[ly asked a.ak, 
lito killdly pull the: )',oddarn aiplane up" since they were !lOW clipping the 

Heeil" Lold Clyd(; just as calmly Lll<'.lt lie, B~ak, "had be-on shot. I. 

Clyde di.d not IH'tl'ic'v() Llli:; as the t;rcalcst revelation of his life. Wi th 

Lhe pl:lllc~ t:lki.ni:, lilorv decisive bU.lcs oUl of lhe: tree' lops, Clyde -repli(?d 

that, JIbe, AniI:lal .:lIH] Lll(~ airplane had all been !;hOL, bUl lhat ::iince nearly 

cvcrytlwc hQ fl(\\v' \\I'j til Bc~ak, this happened, Y-.'ould BC'ak please pull the 

goddafli airpL.iIlC' up~" 

i !i 
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rC(lch(·d lip IJ1Hicl" hi:; hloody IH'lrll(~l :llld l1ldl(,d lhc rifle sll.li_~ oul [ro:n ullcr 

his skIll. )'ccvi~;llly, !h,-;lk ~;hovcd the oullel llIH!c'r Clyde's flO~;C [llld said, 

lisee, I lold you] ,,'"1:; S\lOl" <'Illd prolllpLly colL-:psl·d over the control column 

which pushed the pl:Hl(, ('veil further in~o the tree LOps. 

Animal, the Ilavi.)~ator, pulled Beak off tll(~ control column and Clyde 

pulled Lhe airplnne up [rom the trees. 

TLat \o.:as the L rst nice thing that Beak did for Il,C and lle" flif~ht 

that day. He got Sl10l in the head instead of l;le tll.l'S really protecting 

your leader - a very [ille trait in youIlg Officers. 

y,
lhile Beak \>.'<lS laid OLlt on the floor, the wOllndc·d 11:1vigator climbed into 

the p~lOl'S scat and Clyde \<.'<JS flying the pl<JIH? fro~n the copilotls sent. 

Clyde no IUllger bclj(~\'c(J ECflk W~IS Just CiowI1IIlg ~rourld Lo get 3Ilothcr five 

day pass to Tncl11. (ly(lc \~as prelly busy flyjllg llle air!ll~nc and talking 

guite vociferously for him on s(;ver:d radio channels trying to get some 

help. 

He yo.]11), pic~cd thc! -right gu),s to help Beale A Marillc rnodical 

evacuation helicopLt~r offered to meet the battered 123 011 the end of the 

jet rum,la), and air1 i_ft BC<1k to soruc superb Narine medics (they claimed) 

Clyde and Animal managed to joinLly squash the 

plane down 011 the: end of the rum.,ray and Beak \.J-lS ·,-.'illf.;cd away to the 

~1arine 1l!edi.cal station. 

After'a couple of [,dsc starts, ClydQ ,::l1lel Alli:n.Jl sl(n.;l~' \,;cCived the 

battered 1:~3 all t.1I(' 1"..'<ly dU\.;-n the r"unway to Llle C(lv;i>oy p.-lrking area. By 

this tjl:I(~, the win/:, cOllullandcr hnd been called on hi.s \v;'llkie-Lll.kie and 

told, Ittho;;Q danm [{[lllch I!ands had landed on his b(~auti[ul t1"..10 rnj 1e Ion,,; 

rurn·my, stopp(~d in the middle of it, let off a pa.s~;ellt~cr and then lazily 

At lca~)t six flighLs of reLurning jet fighters 

had to lilak(' low approaches and go around [or nnoLllcr landing. Tha tis a 

good w~y tCl anecr ])ilots Yc'turning [rolll I111s510n8. [t ;Iiso raises tIle 

ire or the wing cOIIU:t.:llld .. 'r 1"..'110 \.;orrics about dc'tai Is 01 t.hat nature. 

The ,,'.Lng COlLtJli:llldvr alld I arrived silltult~'l[Jcou:':Jy at the Cm. .. ,boy 

He h;id just CIlIC'rbC'd from his 51-dny l)l.uc slaff car as I 

fell off Ifl)' lIonda \dlich flipped out [rolll under ITIC ,,'hen I hit the oil 

pouring onlo UH' T<:,ll~r from the bullet holes in the right engine. While 

I untanLled n;ysclf frol:l the lIonela the wing CO[lllfland~r was mU1Tioling somc 
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orr C{J]O( 1'('11].'11 I',', ;1/)1)111 r:1:lkill)', O!,t i:,'I)l11 II';,· (I( I \J!I~);I'/ l.:I:-:i t illl(~ nnd SOI1I(~ 

dO'v..:nriglll n;l.'.;ty ('UI,Ll:II'llls 011 i>bJors \.\,110 rod(' 1:\)Ild:t~-; un till'. rli.)~l1l line and 

[ell d 01,11. 

up Lo the cockpi t. Before he,!;Ol to LI!c lop of lite sLC'ps lw met Animal 

emerging all bloody [rorn the pilot's seat. II A rc- you the pilot", he asked. 

"Nope. I'm the navi~;''jtorH \~'3S Animal's reply as he Sllovccl pnst the Colonel. 

Thls caused a fllllily Ii tlle ti.c to start on the: C01011(;I.' scheck. He then 

tried Clyde in the copilot.'s scat. "Are y'ou the Pilot," a little more 

hopefully this til.e, Clyde gave him a long, cool New England look, wiped 

some blood off his face and said, "Nope." The Colonel really had a glazed 

look by this tilllC, Just then, Beak's helmet rolled out of the COCkpit. 

There W.1S a oullc,t hole. right through the visor, blood .1.1J. over itt the 

earpiece was shot out and Clyde, .15 impeccably cool as c1 New England 

prl~ach(;r, pointed to the helmet and said, "TIH're's the pilOt." 

Score two j-or Eeak. That bird Colonel \vi.n~; cOI!Ii;landcr suddenly had 

ticquircd an entirely rh:\'; insight in HDl1ch Hand oper<llions. The next 

mOI'll.i.nE the COi~'bvys were issued a brand ne,",,' jeep, we received unlil:d.tcd 

support for the rest of the lour and I lTl.:ldc a friend [or the rest of my 

car(~cr in tile \·,:in.", c01r,ularrcJer. Top cover tllat \-.':lS [anneriy h.:.!rd t.o cOllle 

by w.)s now aV;li [;11>1 '': dI1ytl!IlC, [Inywhere jll ovc:n,'llc] rrli Ili:; TlIJIllbers. How many 

fiLhters \vollld I 1 Lkl-: today, 1,.,71-1('n, \ .. ;]H~re and JI()"~' lilllC)1 [i1"'(; po',.;cr \vould I 

lik(? l()~HlcJ 011 tlll'lil? Cood t;ric:f: I could ('1,.'('11 scll!.;dLJlc their bomb and 

am::-:o loads. SUllj)ort.-wise it w~s tIle ulti!naLc tUI"ll ~t"oulld for the Cowboys. 

B(:ak still l·,,~l(j one more scor(: Lo ring up [or the Co',.;1JO),s this day. 

He had bean airlj [l<.:~d to one of those places hhc,rc: tlley take care of front 

line H~jrinc injuri<.:<;. \.Jc' rushed to a Lelcpho!1(' t.0 Sl'e if our wounded 

I-.'D.rrior was l;oi.n!_~ l() live or go to wherever cr;lfty 'l'cxans go when th(~y 

pack it in. Th(' :-::11 ini..~ reply to. our phone' call \\1"15 a terse, Ifscnd some 

Bonk was apparently 

up and about alld llrubably fretting that he \Vas ]Jte for his {Jarty. 

1I<e raced off to pick up Beak while our flight surgeon converted the 

bar into ii nll~i c:~1(:r~cncy ward wllile l1e doclor~d u() Clyde and Animal 

bct\,;ccn drinks. Whc'I1 Beak arrived we, were introduced to front line 

Hnrine :ncdical support. lie triumphantly entered the O-Club wi th a bandage 

wrapped hapha8ardly around his head - the spitting in:age of the Spirit of 

'76. tic was slill bleeding !)[ofusely from tIle ~ound~ We unallimously agreed 
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the Hari!l(: [rolll I LI1C' Lrl~alfll('!Il I)c,)k prob;J!dy rcads, liTo Lre;\L ,I iW;J(j wound, 

pour on sulfa, \.JLlj! the heau wiLh a ~~.oppy lJ:mri;lg<' :Iud dcCl.'irc' the pat.ient 
ready for duty:" 

This obviou;,;]y call(~d lor a celebration \·~nparallcled in "C" flight 

lore. We had boUen lil late start - it was IOJO in the morning. The first 

thing I did ','IS call off flying [or the next day in order that we could 

have a spectacular l)3Sh. 
SOIIIChow, I forgot to tell SAigon, our fighter 

Cover, our Fon.,:r:lrd Air Controller and the VC lhat I had c3ncelled flying 

and the next day lhQ fighters and rAC's all [lcvl around in big Circles 
sans Cowboys. That l;OL me another call from Tllnl. 

Each marnll:.!:; h'e ,..;rl~rc given an intelligCll1ce briefing on the enemy in 
our tal"get area. 

Tlds also incluuQd nn c3tLlnate of lh~ ground fire we 
could expect. 

Tbc lI~ornj ng of Beak's infamous shot ill the: head \.,.'e had been 

briefed that it \,'Quld be, ".3 milk run, rcally C.1(;Y :>incc there were no 

VC rcportc:d in th" area and no reports of ground firC'." 

ALout 10 o'clock that night thQ party \""a,'~ rcally l.~ottin;}, up a head 

of stea!1l and s(,\'~';:(jl cowboys \..'l2re dancing a polk.] on the Ch.1lllpagnc soaked 
U[ll1ce floor. 

I[ you thought it strange that t\vO hairy chestul, six: foot: 

plu&, 225 pound CUh"boys would dance together, I suts,gC'.st you reSl~rve your 
c onune n t .<.~ • 

At this lillI(' our v()untc,d intcllig(~l1cc bricfillt; Officer sauntered 
into the bar. 

got starteo. 
NO\.; this is hot,> those inflated sLories about the Co~.,boys 

Every fightl~r Jockey, FAC, CO\,:boy and anyone I fVi"h ot that was in the 

bar knm,:s that Br·ak broke Lhe jntelligcl1ce Offic(!r's ,'Inn in two places .JS 

[l. result of Lhc..~ CkjII.Pdl~ll(' lilaking the f~oor sli.ppc:ry. Thl! whole combat 

world kl10W Beak hU;; a pcactly polka dancer iIld it had Lo be an accieicnt 

that while dancing \,,;jth tJH~ intelligence bri\!fcr, Ikak .... 'ouldn't lJavc 

dclibc:ratcly thrO\~'11 lli.rn 20 yards into a cemont wall. 

SCOCC' thn.l
(. fur B('ak. 

It \Vas ;lInazing ho\V our illlclli(~cncc briefi.ngs 

suddenly cJi sclos(:d \,;ho1c ho!.·d(~s of anti-aircr<1[L guns and lots of bad 

folks in our t(!rl~(~l' areas \\'))0 ".,.'ould shoot at YOLl, W~ had knoJ,..m this all 

alont'. but i':C cOl!ldIl'~ cOI~vincc the bricfers. 

","'as resolved [orc\'( r. 
Ac; of thdt night that probU'lIl 
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Just so yuu dOIl'L t.hink LlWl has Lhe> ('lld of t!l(~ c\,('nini_', for Beak, 

he: racked up OIl(: 1:IOl'(' convc·rsalion iLt'lll before llJr!llll~; In. He \"'<'\5 already 

a mess. The "revolutionflry war" Narinc fllcdjc;ll trl'aLIl1(~nt had left. the 

left side of his 1IC':HJ .J Iliess. His ':lrrns and tllc! bottolll half of ilLs face were 

already swelling Iloliccably. In fact, tIle DIlly part of 11im that Sllowed that 

,,",'as remotely nOtlll;d W.:.IS the upper right side of his [ace. But not for long. 

nc.)k lE'd!h;d on .J Ilonda. to head [or Lhe L(~nt .111d a \vCll-earllcd [(!st. 

Being Beak, h(? ll1i.ssccl the turn at the corner, hit Lhe Air IJoiice guard shack 

[I mighty lick and naturJl1y banged up Lhe Upper riL!lt side of his head. 

days later he .:lskcd [or a little leave up al T3chi .lod dar.mcd if I didn't 

IN him go. 

five 
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TilEY Lold l]:, h'(' 11;((j ;\ hl';ullil1' Iliakill;; IJli~;.',i()11 CUILill;: up lJut it t-:<J.S 

super SCCfGt. It \v:l~; so Sl'crct \YC cOllsid(.'rcd ~);uOli!lL Lhe courier Clnd 

It 1,-h1S i;(:ltin;; harclcr [01- THE~t 

to rattle us up ,111),;lwrc, so w'e read the lllCSS3t;e. i.Jh('ll \VC found out what 

our secret Ul.r11('L hl~lSt we unanimously a·greed to t;ct ollrselves mentally 

prepared, In olhct 1,..'ords \YO \"rcnt to the Club and had a secret party. 

It really \.J tl oS a btg cl(~<11 since THEY ordered the f(;S t of the Ranch 

I!ands in Saigon to PL.t Log~thcr six extra pl<'lnc~ and <I bOll t si xty people 

to support us on Llle mission vlhich was to be rUll out of OJ.nang. 

Our extra Cowl)oy support folks were told LIley wouLd be lCilving Saigon 

at once. TI105(> folks sat ncar tlleir planes at Saigon for five hours in 

the 100 plus ramp lC'lilpcratures before they \-lcre laId llle mission was called 

of f. Before they could unpack TilEY told them to launch Llileir people and 

planes in;mcdiatc:ly for D<lnang. The extra .CO\-,lboys Hett! to arrive at 

Dc1n.<.1.11i,;, p~rform .:\ quick refueling and off La th(~ taq;c:t we all .... .'Ould go. 

AfLer the S~iji,:on group arrived, \~tC hurriedly re[u ... ,led their aircraft 

and aLL of us s~!clll t.!H2 next seven hours sitlin;~ on the hot ranlp until 

the r.;ission was finally called of[ due to bad ;;catheL That was a very 

lOTlg (lay [or a Iell {)f <:owlJoys. 

The \-,lcJther sL~!yccl rotlen [or llle IH'Xt cllcv(~n days occ.:luse of a 

r.lOnstrcr lyphoo:l jn Lhe China Sea. By now our I'SCCfe:t" mission had attracted 

between lar.ty anci fifLy n(~ws media people [rom four cOlllllrics. They knew 

Iliore about our I:;i.·;~,j()jl than I c1id - so much for Llll~ ::il'l,ret portion. The 

world of the l\anch lldllcls for that cleven day PCI iod ;\s we ".;.:llL~d out the 

typhoon (onsisl(~(: or hordes of bored reporters, TV cJ!il('ramcn al1d radio 

commentators cr<:1\-,'lin;:; allover us. 

They were so lldrd up for news copy to send to Lhe States that if a 

Cowboy went to the john there was bound to be a !;uy wi th a microphone right 

at his side'. They didn't [LIn) us ill the jolin, Lilt tll('Y did take enOUGh 

film o[ llS cighl(;cn llOurs a day to have rccordeu Horld Har Tvw in ils 

cntirety. 

v}c had Can<.:clLw ~ind French television pcopI(~, AGC, NBC, CBS, some 

otllcrs I've (orgott(!Il and tIle BBC. Oh yes, even Lhe Christian Science 

Monitor folks \,:('r(~ th(:re. Some of these folks ~crc aCLing like they 

were actualLy goin~ Lo fly on tIle mission witll us. I attributed this 
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J; conslllllCd du1'illl, tl", fUld ''<,ath,'C P,'riod 111,11 "ncd :cd fly ill" day "[l.re1' day. 

I ,,"Os SI.UllllCd "''''ll :1 rlpOn"I' I had a lot of I:Iitll ill told 1110 strelight Ollt: 

that TilEY had illforll",d the pross that the Co",'I)oy. WI'r(' ill [act going to toke 
civilian newsmen on the Hli~sion. 

The best Air Force Information Officer in the "orld ,,"as Lieutent Colonel 
John Whi tcsidQ. 

John \.J<lS down i.n Saigon fit;ht Lng thl~ war and the brass in 
ilis special wo]"l,] e)f n~ws nl(!dla madness. 

I had been stotioned with John 
before and he h,ld bott(ll me Iilore national Coverage than some movie stars 
ge t. 

When John set out to get somo publicity [or SOI::eone he could really 
tUrll the tap Of 1 , 

Alone J)oint ill my career he ilad me: featured nationally 

in so many papers, TV and radio segmants and maga.ines that I actun!!y 

began rreceiving ["n (and kooky) letters. 

I really bdic'iod in John, 

driIlks in variety of gill rnills. 
He and I had .<;harcd a thousand or so 

He was no shrinking vioL .. :t, but a rath<.:r 

fiesty b"r part!:"r, nevc'r leLting size influence hi,; (:ecision to attack 

a disagr(,C'3blE' proLJl:1ll C or Gin mill patron), 

John understood nil' problem and cOllulliser"t,,! as best he could, however, 
he couldn't help. 

Tho decision had been lIl<'ldc ~;U far lip the line that only 
God was left to "ppl'a 1 to. 

I didn't know God pc:rson(..tlly, but I sure knew 

some of'T11T:N that ,,'err' trying to play the part in Sai;;on so I reluctantly 
called THEN. 

I drall1atica; 1)' c::cphasizccJ the point that I did not "ant, nor did I 

ncc:d any civiiia.lls ()ll our planes on an obvioLlsly hot t;~q;Cl. 
TilEY replied 

plat, "yes, the Co"boys },ould fly civilians", but tI:cy shOl,'ed SOll1e smarts 

by aCquie'scing to ;r,y Idea to limit the number to one r"porter and one 
cameraman. 

THEY concluded the phone call with one of the bi';l;er TfiENS telling me 

"Don't get :lIly of the civilians hurt on this mission _ it would be bad for 

publicity." ~Iy reply, one of the few I ('Vcr made: Lo" Saigon pronouncell1ent 

was, "G1'e:lI: Scott, don't tl'll Inc, tel! the ve, Llre.y're the ones who arc 
shoOlill;.; :It lhe ::ljrj!J'lil(>.s!H 
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rcporU'r h'ould b(~ John ILlrt. of ellS Lelevisiun. I as,'jUlilC Juhn drc· .... the 

short stLlh' or 'v,.'jI~ILcv(~r reporters do Lo gel ;l red-hol Illis!jion. lie was 

as pleased tiS a ;;{J('cklcd pup that he; was ;~oi[}g - I fi/;urcd the monsoon 

season 11a(1 ad(llc'c! ilis br~lin. 

\,,r,~ Vi\.~:\-' il )l';(;j,l1IL I,Y ;;U11J1'i:;cLJ Lu rLII(i LlI;IL ,lullI) ii;I['L ]\..'uJjy kllC'\'J hj0 

clluld ~} ... _'L v(,'J:.' jiLLJ(' dC)lll.' '!UJ'jlll.~ LILt: 1I!l!/I:;O,lli I;liJi<:l1 ill "IIL' II;.~·/ ;JJ()/IC I)()U''I.~·(! 

11 .illciIL' ;'; ot' 1',lill I'P~)11 Lt.;, (./lll'll ,I I.iVl.'ll jll /\II'III.]lJ!:I'il.H' LlI'_'ir' v/illJlc: Yl:;I1";', 

1'~ILl(J11 U[' l';lill \-/:1;; ;d)()IIL IJilll; illdll';;) .Iulll) :;,:L (HiL Lu 1'.t:L iii;; l>:Jd~ up 

" 

I' 



WillI a 

'llicy ,I"l\! t:Vl:1I Ll'iJ.ilil.: Llll' CiUIC)'C\ 1?'YCi 110\'1 l() (,Li,li LlI<:r:1 ac LI,l' lJzu', 

Stales in a str:d/;Ill j~lckC?t if they had seer', il. 

The rr,on~oon finally \.;enl somcv.:llcrc else Lo rain 0.1 L: over peo'ple <Jnd 

tile wcaL!:cr clcdr(~d LH:,Jutiiull>.' [or us. We Lot (Jut: three ship formation off 

the ground wi Lh Joral Hart and one c<Jlllcr<:l!Iun. 

iln-,,,ldcnt J'Jy ill dir1'l'l'CllC all'Cl"arL ';0 LilaC 11' Ulll: cl'u~lle:s you ,;Ul.l CClJl 

" 
\ole ,;troll!"ly Clu:;pedcd thut with all tile rLUlf'cu,-, of Lilc pl'Cvlou::; 11 day:.; 

the VC l'iould have: LIIC l'ol'lll' Ci lal'geCit concl.'llLl'ilclon ci' LUIU-alrc)'ai'i; fire 

wid Lill: II' Lop 1';lU Ill<: I'" 'iilltlJl[~ rO)' w;, 

I 
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rrJW;t o.dI:Lit 11; ":a!,; il n:llcf I'ul' once to lleo.r [jl'Otllld fire. I ,jWJt Imc"1 ,:lth the Vii, 

world Ylatclling OUI' sUi,er' Itulcil IJcUld iUk'lI,e ,':ouId L,e ccmpJctcly dcctroyed if we hilt: 

a no hJ.t 1Il1~)~L()n. 

l'2ConJer' ()~~ \'iC f.lt.-"d O\'l.'r' tlll~ L:l1'l';Ct. lie \Va:.! .ill tilL' [Jack ~.;t.;D.ndJng Uj) in the 

steel UOX LIlt..:' rllr~IIL t.'IlC)I!CCr:.> h'Ol'/{C<.l out or. fJIlt} UOX un},'! cam.:: up to your 

wo.ist if you !;Loou LP, 'il'I" [~r()uncl !'.LIe !;l(u'Lcli c;!ld J l;;;;':cdl"jLely "uiu'cl tYIO' 

hur't, YOll enJl t)L: ;','lJ\' ~;a~I~0n 'h'ould see that I \.Jas hurl too. 1 call,xl tile 

flJc)li: L':W,lJ1C(~)' ul) ~l.~ .... Cl'C()f)J 0 t;l.'C I L 11U'" ,)Ollli W!I'; I'elletllll' to lJu.l.lcts iUlcl 

allier' v/aJ:' l,---'jaLcd itt..'l:~; Jll<u Ijclt.l.nl; all'~)J.cJ(. 1<,1 t'LJt~IL L'!lr)lll.'Cr Ilad WI 

'J,C)l'C',l', ",'1""" I'll.! Lold /I).,] hr(~ ll;nl t:li,i'Jj th'U .jO caJlbc!' ~;lu;~s attnJ !"'.ing lone> t:o ilL:; 

' It'0l 1/ ,J _ ~ \1 1 'l II (' .['lJ'.',('.I",'~·," llotll '0[' which hit about t.",·o i.llches from John's head and lhe: 

richochctcd 011 off tCl v;:'(~n~ver ricbchcts go, but. John kc'pl rii.:ht on talking 

,·",11 ',-,I"I'lly C)'()llcllCll <IU,'lIl - III: il:II'(II,'1 l)iILt.'.'(1 ;))J eye. illLp Ili~: lui ("/'()fdl\,!lI' 
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colLu/j-Pld{illl~ \'J:.II', '111:ll L'xl'l:]ill:; I.I'C cllUJ,y nllllu::pllcJ'C ill LlIC' C;;ji[~oiJ 1'110110 

! i 

II 
I ~ , 

i' 



I,." " .. ,_ 

a real J J!..! Vt:l' 
~' 
,~ , 
, lwen under I-i.rr~ i.1I " 1l1l>J:l.ar' aU"",", i,c(orr,. 

very friendly llnc1 11(:\,'1.~1.~ I ire'(] morlal:~; ilL our 

The I'lori.cla naLives 

was uf!tl(~rstaJ1(]hly ('oll"(!rnecl when wC! ll(~aI:cl f.) (- t1l0rt:ar. attuck::-, on bases 

ncar Uri. 

Bci.nq conccrnc-c"i a1)(Hlt mort.ar aLlack:-; 1,;) 1 i.ke bcin~j concerned aboll 

crashing in an airnlDnc. Everyone knows it will happen to somebody elsr' 

but never, never to you. \'1, llad a lar']e cOllcentr<:ltion of friencJly 

artillery that had beefl movecJ ill close to our base and when they began 

firin'.! out at the vc ll", first ni,]ht it. wa" really touerh on us r:lyer 

. types. \'I) just: w()rcn' t, \1ned to bi'} guns constantly firin'} very ncar t< 

un. It only took a t,,~\" nicjhtr; thou'}h and we \Vere ~;lccpir.g sounclly onc' 

a"ain in, spite of tL(~ cannon [ire. 

Hhen the fir!;\: enemy 122 millimeter mortar round hit, \Ve \Vere ill 

sounel anleep and even Chou<)h our own artillery IVas booming illVay, I kne' 

~lat tllat inbound rc)und \VDS. I hit [Dec elolVn in l,he elirt of the marta 

bun},eL- before the (:"bri.s thro\Vn up in the air by tllDt first explosion 

Wl1at really nmazcll me considering I Wil 

never trained i.n '] .. -ollnc1 "Jar tactics, IVas that I had leaped out of beel 

[rom a sound sleep, in a pitch black room an,1 I 1wcJ an ~l-IG machi.ne gu 

II pair of: boots and a [lashliCjht IV1wn I dov" into the bunker •• On a 

normal mornin'l I llad trouble i'inclinq' the alarm .,loc),. I conr.;ic1er my 

c;r.i1bbirvJ up of the ))al"C I~~;;;(!ntial!l as I did \·/hill~ movin<J aL an (~ntimat 

300 !1P!! in my ra,'e Lo 1:110. 1)unker to 'be one 01' the most siCjnificant [eil 

of my llc1ult li~'". 

I "lOuIe'! r;uspecL 1:110. I\ussians ,10 ,;() IVOU. l.ll the Olympi.cs })y havil 

their runnel"!; pract Lce VlLtll murtar sl1ells lal1din() behinc1 them. It 

"orl:ai.nly (Jo,,~; 'l0.t onr~ l1lovin'l .';rllurtly alit or the slurtinq block. 
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their li'Jht5 ilrOlln(/ to dinl'eI Lhill ,:r"cpy (l,elin'! that: all li,osr, other 

people .in Ll\(~ )l\lnk'~r v"'L'C VC inCiltrators. 
Once evet'yolle Wils identifie, 

DS 1:ricnrJly Lhcrc \..;{\!~ ilholll ltvO mi.nutes of 1Ii()h !;qU(~il!:y voiceD and much 

nerVOUG lauC;hinq and jokin(J a)JQut mortar attacks. 
I'/hen that show of 

bravado "Ia,> over we all hunkerecl down "ith our bacb, to the '>andbag 

walls and dou,>ecl illl the li(jht'>. 

Tl1C bunker had never })ccn used Blnce 

we had arrived at thQt bClse Qnd it llilcl that old l1lu<;j;y mine !Jmell to it. 

It WQS cleil(~ 'lui8t .in tl18 Jl\lnker with eilch of us probilbly getting a 

deeper apprcr ia Lion (or 'dllil t the 13r i ti'Jh [o1);s vlen t through clur ing I'M!.! 

air raids. 
Our hOilru; ",ere just (Jetting down to il rCilsonable rythrn 

when a most frightening lhillg occurred. I 

It was a vcry 101; voice, no one ever admitted to whose it was, but the voiCe 

from back in tile bOI;"ls of the dnrk bunker asked, "I h'O[Hic:r if there are any snakes 

in here?" Twenty five, or so terrified Cowboys exi'tcd'tho bunker in a split 
second. 

I'm not roal sure a snilk" can do you a lot of hal'''', but I'm positive a 122:lUn 

rocket can. Yet here we "'cre. Twenty five guys had just vacated a perfectly good 

bunker designed to withsu,nd 122IJun mortars and headed out into the open. Cooler 

heads prevailed and a guy I thought should be recommended for the Si lver Star went 

back into the bunker to lllilk:: a suakc search. About that tillie another mortar round 

hit ncar us aud we re-entered the bunker en masse. We '"ere b"lievers that In:rJn 
rockets <1nd mort:lrs were [[lore deadly than snakes. 

I noticed though that willi all 
the assLirances OLir newly app(,jnted Sn~ke Control Officer gave LIS that the bunker 

was free of cree!,y crm,ly thillGs, there wns sure a lot of folks swatting fiercely 

at imagined thin(~;s crawling on our near naked bodies. 

The mortar altJck \-"'<1S Over in about 15 minutes. 
It got eerily quiet outside. 
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l';v(~r''1()nc \t.',~ll\t(~(1 Lu (!(~L UtlC oj (-J\(: 1)IIIlI'~('r. 

Dome fLcrcQ i"irc:,:-; lJU1-"ll'll(j elll t'lle ) ,~ 1J l' 
- ' )w. .. c tiO We a . (: ~.lnh(~d up on lop 0 [ 

SOllie :;Illull <11:"!!; r;'re IJc'JaTl CIt Lhe otller end o[ lhe LaGe and 
suddenl y 

the bunker. 
OIh~ or lh~ hl1,Sc r;CcuriLy S()rqcilllt ... rar-cd 

up to 

lie \'Ia:; probably n verI' ni':e pc~r"on 1lI0:; toe his Ii [e, he 

I H,,!) 0[FOk!: may lave even hilve Ilild a motlJ(~r, ilncl he probably",ncver,trca11y cussed 

an O[:[;'(:er out in his ",hole military career. 
I GUSpect lIe just got all 

... ·
au

911t up in this \-,ar thin'J be,:ause he cussc,,) and threatened the hell 

out of :?S officers on t:ile lop of that bunker. 

lative mnnner I mi']hl acid. 
IIe did it: in a SUper-

He left no question in our minds that he absolutely, positively ond d.fin-

itely meant for I):; lO, (jet off thal Gocldarn lJunl:er roof, 'let inside ltlat 

" Goclc1amn bunl:cr and :;iL dO\1Il ilnd sllllt up, lie even milde some most 

u ~::tJJout. our ment.al proccc;~jCS :;pcciiically 'dhat kine 
) 

unflatlerin,) ,;onvnenls 

of dumb bilSlil1:c1' woulcl '.1"t up on a bunl:er roof \·,hen the Vc were over­
w 

runnin'j the pluCQ? t-le Iloll1 a conforence in the bunl,er ilnd decided thu' 

just uS soon as the all clear sounclcel ,Vic' d jU[;t \',all, ri<:Jht out of that 

)iul1y.er in spite 0 r: thill :,ur<Jcunt. 

Tel i:, the oriNl\:ul new year and it ",a:; a stran,!e 'Jame for us. 

There \'/(1:J a truce alld l~vc~r}'()nC! (lu.il CighLinq... A.!; lone; u!:; it was not u 

<combat 1IIi.[;:>i,on w(~ co"lel 1,'Iy uny",hcre ilnd no one Houlel sllOot ilt us. I 

mucic ::;everi11 fli'lht:; (Iurin,) Tet and it :;ceilleci l.il:e the war never 
existed. 



"'''-''''''''''''--' 

There still was il qrcaL ri()ill or hil",ilrcl involved in Tet t1e:;p~te tile fil(' 

the Vc hil<l C!UiL C;ilOotincT ill: 1.lS. 
It sc~elll,s the one thin') lhe frienclly 

South Victnc]\]();)c !lad in CJllullL.i.l:y WilS ClI1Uillll1i lion .. 
They also llil<l the 

insaliable compulcii.on La ,;hooL ::heir ~Jun'; off inLo I:he air in 11UC)e 

volleys to ':elcbrat<~ tile Tct Nevi Year. 
Tile only bild purt: ubout: this 

secmin<]ly ],urmless play is old Newlon's lillv. I C you ric)ure on a ']oocl 

ni<J],L, Lhe Vi<~Ln'cnll";(c cihol ;:>00, 000 bullets up ill L],,, ,111- you can 

nC)ilrly bet even odtls that ?OO, 000 bullets had to '"orne clolYn. The 

sr.'orrJ .~t our bu.:-;c alone ; or Tet Hu.:':i one! 1\1llr..:ricun v)ounc1c.:u, [our 

j\merir:an i1lrplan"c> I-I(th bullet 1101es. 
'rhc'! only t irnc vIC ever v/orc 

steel helmets ant1 Ilai; ves U; on the base \'I<.l,; dur Lnc) the Tet truce to 

, prol:c"l llc; f'rom i,alli.n,) ,'rircnclly bUllets. /_ .. 

fit 



, -, 

job ""1::; to stilll(; up unel tilrclI'l SIllOj;r, rrn,nude:; OIJt the open c1oor-:; to 

marl: "/h"r0. I:hre VC erUI\ Jlo"i, lions vlero., 
It doe:; "celli rather funny thaI. 

we put lilem in bUllet proof bo::e:; to protect I:h"m, then 'lave them leap, 

lInothC1" Hiln<:h IIand talc! me that on a P<LS!; one, clay, llC qot a 

rca I Hilc1 yell from hi:; I'li'lht "n(line"r. 
The en(lineer said he had 

j113t b('en shot in the IlCart by il .50 cilliber bUllet. 
The aireril[t 

commiln<1er mucle il mil;d,nltltn powor climb 0[[ the tilrqet anc1 Kept talking 

over the intcrphone Lo hi.!; en'rineer, o[foriIH] him encol1raCIcmcnt and 
to hane; on. 

"I.'. f:li,{ht cn(jinccr ans"/crecl alIt, cillls. 

ran'Jc, tilG r-o-pi,lol: J:iln lJad: Lo ""c "/hat lie; r:ouIe; clo [or vlhat he 

The concernecJ pilot kept calling OVer the illtcrphone aSking the copilot , , 
how the flight mechilllic wos dOing, fie cOllldn' t hear the copilots' replies \ 
because the flight ",,'charlie kq,t Jabbering away, 

c]eduction 
'": this point the aircra Ct com;nanc1er made a slick 

eilief, 1", say:;, if you've been shot through the l,eart b> 

a .50 Cil],i.bcr hOI, COme you're "till tilH::in({ to me'? lifter il fcw 
of' 

se
r
:o

ncl
"/j,Ji10ncc tl,(, Chief says, you bl0'" you're ri(;ht. 

Pcetty soon 
he callcrJ b'lr'k and ';;lid, "Thilt damn • ~jO cali.ber "I\Ot my left nipple 

r:lciln of[ ilnc1 I thouqht i.t w"nt l.'H)ht throth!h Ill<'. 

on it und lcl':. (J("~t: bZ\cJ-: Oil the t(JrCJC!t!t~ 
I'll put il lJandil' 
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Not all I,ll<; \·mr." funny, ;H,.[ old ely,l" Ililcl iln e):pcrience that 

endecl up !lencli.nq hil11 hOllle [l-Ofll UII,! \'Jar fur Loo Inil/IV purple lH~art!l. 

Ile alreacly 1,,,cJ taken [;.,veral. \vincl"wrcclI:; in hi[; [·i.l"e un i.ntelltionally 

vlhilc rlyinq Hi eli 13(!uJ: untl h() hud cnouql1 \YOUIH.1!J (Inc! ncars to ILlS t 

n li I"c; lime:. 

lJ(~ nnd ollolh(;r ('owJ)O~' hud junl rullr_'c.l of:r () rclntivcly quiet 

tClrqcL. a/H) H0rC! I:.l.i.mbinq ollL r-or Llj(':! trip hur:J~ home ''';{1Cn an a.rmor 

pi.crf~l.nq .SO (·D..lib(~l~ 1:'i1JJl() up Lhrouqh lhc (~o('kpi.t:. floor. \·Ie had a 

pie,:c 0 I boi.ler pl"l." Oil t:he [loor, 1,Ut lhi.lt ilnnor f'i.ercillci hummer 

'dent throu'lh i.l lik.., il 'da,;n't the1:c. It <li.cl hlo lhin(js, it hurlecl 

a pie<:e of." boil"r pIal:" tllC si::'.! of a silver dollar ri<]ht into the 

,·o-pilolS flal: ve.';t direrl:ly over. his he"1:t. The core 0[: the bullet 

continued on inLo ely,'c' [.i ilnl:le and followed )'l" le'l bone riCJht ·up 

to his 1enee. Tile ["ir::;t inclication I hi.lcl of trouble was Clycle callin 

over the radio that he \Vas hit and both he ancl the co-pilot were 

wounclcc1 • I aqkecl [or their condition and Clyde said ),e was hurting 

prett'! ])ad, and the co-pilot yla,; slumped torYlarcl ' .. Iith a piece of 

shrapnel [;ticicin,) out hi,; chest. 

Pretty soon Clyde's voice started <]ettin<] weak and that meant 

we'd soon have t\Vo llnconscious pilots and the [li'lht engineer wasn't 

aui te reaccy to tr,! the" learn to Cly \·Ihile eloinc] it" course. 

'1'1", next VOi.CI' \ve heard was that 0 [: Lhe cO-f'ilo!:. lIe was 

conscious and said he was i.lyinq the plane. Clyde was unconscious. 

Oy no\.; He "ere nroar t)w f"ield and I \lac1 every icind 0 E emerCJcncy 

support in the) lo\.;"r half: of Vietnam standing by. The plane "ith its' 
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wounded crew 

landed ri"ht behind them unt! there vlere ellOtj({ll cm"r')ency vehicles 

around to outfit a meditlm si~ed nation. 
I rushee; over unc1 the mcd ie:; 

were puttinc] th'e '~o-pilot on il stretcher and heaclillC] [or an ambulante, 

elycle Wi:l!; standin(") there teolr,pletely i'lnore(l. 

I knew Clyde had been hi t also and that he was in shock. I grabbed a flight 

surgeon told him Clyde was wounded also. The Doc s,'ys, "ClYde's hit tool' 

Hell, the Copilot only had a picce of shrapnel stuck in his flak vest:, never 

went into his skin. live been working on the wrong guy!" Tough Clyde v:alked 

to the ambulance, but lhat was his last walk for ",any weeks. When he got well 

enough to walk on crutclles, we sent him hOIlle. lie had been hit hard too many 

times. The dumb smack clidn't want to go. 

I';e rinally convillcee1 him to <JO ),\, Lellin'l l,ir~ he woulcl only 

J worst thin'! you 'could do 1:0 u cowboy so he vlc,nl buck llOme uS the 

be ullowccJ to fly on vcry (luieL tur'1(2Ls if' he sLuy"cl. 
That's the 

Doc hael re<contfl1enci ('ci. 
\\nlf~n he sti1rls tcllinrJ hiG \'/ar stories to his 

kicJs yeilr" :rom 110l
y Lhe'/'ll think he's uri I'ull of crap as a turkey. 

1'layLe llti~; recOuntillCj will 'live him !;orne rT"dibilily. 

Hllen South Vielnen1cse civilians would Le ilirlifted Ly an Air 

Fortee can)o [llane they vloulc1 rub wha t they "allee1 "Buddha Ju icc" , 

>all over themselves Ivltich they claimed protecter.] them Crom ground 

tire, "ri1~;h i.n() ,lll(1 other serious ratastrophie,; \'/hile flyin
r
). 

WI? were /'!.(~.tLinl: hi L .so of len one period 
Lhllt 'viC ~;criou"'jly con.::Jidercd 

rublJin'J Duchlha Juice <lll over ourselve!;. 
11e actually 'lot some, but 

after one "lhi f [ 0 r JJuclclha Juice lYe "Iltilrtly cJinc<lrcled that idea. 

Irad we rubbed thilt "turf on us we'd have be"n banned in every bar in 

keep up. 
Era~;c> that lhour)ht inunecliately, we hacl an iIlla,]e to 



,"",." .. ,- ... ,,~ , 

DlIrin,) the, period lhul '.'/e were tuki.n(/ un abnonnul bunch 

of hits (rom '/round (ire there} w"" i) lel.cvi.'Jion comnwrcial bein'] 

8hown in the Stllte" lhilt showed an aircra Ct windshield heine; shot at 

wi't:
h 

a machine 'Illn and tho bullets were bOllncilH/ off l:llC airplanc 

wind"hield. 
The 'Jist of l:lw commercial 'vas you should une Aerowax 

bcr,au"e the ,vj.nd.shielc1 on the airplane is mucic cir the stuff that is 

i.n aeroIYax. 

you rluer-secl it, we must hnve received 20 can" of nerown;' 

from ronr.r}rned '·ri.ends i.n the Stilt"" i.n tllO next courle of weeks. 

We tried it on the w.lncI3',reens, all ovor the ai.rplane, on our helmet!: 

I didn't cat,'h anyone drinkin'/ it but I'm not sure Gorneone (lidn't try 

that "1,.;0,, 
No IUd:, W() decicled maybe lYe SllOUlcl write the [JeLt.er 

Dtlsinc:-;r; Dllr(~uU sil)('(! it vI;)!] busincsn 

l:0.[1t comin'l in. 

". u ., 
the iJulleLs 

Our first (,nli..';Lcd 1":L'o Wll,; ",Juni.ur", i.I 'I 0 or.! ulJ C;OULlll,rll 

~)er'Jcant. Fliqht En'lllleer · .... ho pnrticular.ly C;"cm(eci to <ltl:.ract bullet!:. 

'Junior was on our fir:;t: pl.ane :;hot (JOWll. 
\"/i I:.h Lypir,al r:owboy 

, i 
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Jlln.io~ \·,Z\,'·l (1 ~;low tulk(~r, hIll he ~jur(~ IlltHJ(; nomc fn!it moves thaL 

day. Ile untanc;led himself from the cJostruetion i.n tho oaey, end of 

the plane, c;rabbeli l,is M-IG Automic rifle and ran around to the front 

of the crumpled l,lane. The pilot: Has 0.1<., l,ut the co-pilot was 

trapped in I,is scat and the engine next to lliln Has on fire. Hhile 

the pilot worked on extricatin,] the co-pilot, Junior ran back in the 

plane and <Jrab))ed a fir'" extin(]uisher. 

About the time "Junior" began £ic;htinC) the enC)ine fire tha't wa,,' 

endanger inc; the co-pilot, the VC opened up on the dOlmed plane and 

crew. Junior picked up l,is M-16 and played ground soldier for a 

spell sllooting oack at the VC. Then lIe picked up the fire extinguisl 

and playe(1 fireman. Nel:t lIe qraobed tIle (:o-pilot's M-1G and traded 

some more bulleUI with tho VC. lIe Hcnt IJaek to fir)htinq the fire 

and pullin(] on the co-pilot:. I'nlCn the vc qrounc! fire got: severe aga. 

he '1rabb(,c1 the pilot's ~l-H) and Hent back to hi!:! Cjround soldier 

routine. 

Junior'a three; role playin'1 episode could have <J0ne on for a 

lon,] time since the ve ",ould' nt (Jive up and Junior 1'/aS really <Jettir: 

the han<J of Ci'lhtin') a ()round battle J)y that time. ,-':, 

Fo:ctunat(:ly, (l lonq rilnCjC r.cconni).i~;nilncc team of t-1<lt"incs in a 

flock of helicopter!; sal:! this , ... eird one milll Har '1oinq on below theIll. 

If: YOIl kllOH !'li1rillc::1, I:h0.Y love i1 (Jood skirlllinh "0 they simply Get 

their CllOppCl~" ciOYIll all ill'ountl the cr:a,Il)('(1 ptane, much j,n the fashi" 

of the ('overr,cl wa'ion and Inti i.on days and rc,olly cruncllec1 the VC' s 

(iqhtinq ~;ri.ri,t ill abollt I:h" t:ime i.t tal""s to Sily ;>0,000 rounds. 
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[or a breatIH,r. \'le 1,..J(:rl! all DCilrccl to dealll held volunteer [or a 

thiro tour and W(,' cl (J("t another plane gllOt cJo·,m. 

\,hen Junior, our lna(JneL-ass(~d fli'jht en'Jineer 'Jot shot clown til' 

second time Ilis 'aircraft went ri'jht into the junqle ancl totally 

disappeared. No fire, no "moke, not even a hole in the thick jungle, 

It was as if they llad beell swallowed up without a trace. Very spook-

We figured they were clobbered. Not: so, Cor in just in a minute or 

tlvO, the crew camp up loud and clear on their survival radio and 

althouqh no one was hurL, could we please send a rescue helocopter " 

as soon as possible as tllCY were migllty r:oncerncd about snakes. The 

way the rest of us circlinq around above them [cIt was that if you 

can crasll in a nearly impentrable jungle, come up with only scratchc, 

you are ~;o lucky that /;nak"s would seem to be a non-problem. 

We were naturally ecstatic that our crew was O.K. so we raced 

over to the Reselle folks place of busincss to await their return by 

resc;uc chopper from tIle cru.sh site .. It was a JOYous reunion. We 

packed everybody in n hastily horrowed GI truck and headed for the " 

o-club ror a supcr ",;i1ot down and rescued" party. 

I wall ri<lill<"I my motoreyc:le behind the truc:k. The weather was 

clear, th" road ',,'I'; ilone dry, it was only U~JJO in tllC rnorninq and 

I was colcJ !)ob(~r ~ I'll never Know how I Illilllaq"d it, out when I let 

the clutcil out lu ",iliz;.: "way from a ,;top lifjllL ilt the main .Lnter-

section of lIw lIir lIase, tile front elld of Ull' motorcycle ",ent 

strai'1ht up in LII,' air and I went bacl~wilrd,; on Illy butt. The motor-

cycle, nol content. with unc"L'cmoniously dUlllpin.l/ me on my duff in 

i'rollt of" Cor! and evulcybody tll"n [,,11 riqht on top of me cioinq great. 
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'l'hl! maG t 

uml..HlrrZis.',i.J)!j P<ll·t.:. was wht~n I qoL Lhc ;.Lill.";; oUL or In'i eYf2,g while 

lyin'1 on Illy bar:k, 1 loo),cd ri<Jht "l' into a ,;Laff car licen,;c plate 

about .six i.ncll(~s !:rom my forehead . . 1'hl~ nlur[ car had been right 

behind me and SULLO CIlOll<jh '"i.tll my excellent ~ense oE timing 1 had 

"mashed into t11'2 l!arLll directly in Cront of a staff ·car with enough 

Goneral'!> starR on it to start a new 'jalaxy. I believe the broad 

daylight pratt [all 0[[ my motorcycle in front of the super General 

tri'lgered the pro']ram to get all servicemen in Vietnam off of 

motorcyclns. Tile Generlll had a pretty (Jood indication [rom the 

safety and accident: brief:in'Js his safety o[ficf!r (Jilve him daily tha 

the U. S. llacl more ,:ilDuilltien [rom mOLorcycle accidents than the wa 

My [antastic il(Tol)atic trick in Cull view of Llle '",orld more than 

likely was all chc convincing llC needed to determine that llondas 

could be llarrnful to your health. 

Tllere I-'ill> another cowboy I-,ho hild il rna'lnet in his ass that 

attracted V~ bullets. Ile, Wilsn' t in my [light, but when I wa!> 

checking out we flew in Lhe same [ormation [or three days strilight 

and three days in a row he got creamed by ground fire. I wasn't ten 
feet from him arId never took a Ilit. So for the next three days) aft 

we would hav,} our mission briefinC)) and as we were willking to the 

plane,,; he ils)(ed Ille lo chall'J'~ plilnes and fli'Jht po,;.iLions with him. 

For the next rell!""e clilYS I would follow his shot up airplane to some 

auxi.lilry fi.rdcl \-/iJ,)re he \·lOlild land his bilttl,,-dilHlaC)eci 123 and I wall 

fly him ilnd hi.,; c:r"w bae); to our hilsc in my unmurkcd, unhi.t ilirplall 

lIe [inil11y 'loL ,;""l. llOllle il [lr>r il(:quirin'l lao O>ilny purple hearls 

From hi:; eye. 
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would shoal "t 1I,,! lcadi.I1'J ai.1'I'I'llIe, Iwt by notc lCilc1i.ll'J him enouCJh 
ilS you would WiI"ll ,;iI()oL i.ll'l flyillr/ ,Iur:k,~. The hit,; uSlIillly wer' 
in the tai.l 5"'.:t1011 or. /13, the lCl"t pl.ane in the [ormation. since \" 
hilcJ to get back ilnd do each tar'1"l a'Jilin ilfter 90 days, th" VC got 
to prilctice pretLy muc:h by the c:alenelar. The mor" Limes we went bile 
tIle better the aim. 

Initially, if you Iladn't had your sllate of hits for the week 
(and cowboys were really wierd about that) you would fly lIJ (la~'t 
ship) on the new targets [or il couple of days and you could really 
catch up your Ilit count in a Ilurry. As we continued to hit the same: 
tar,]ets those previously inexperienced Vc CJunners >]oon became real 
pros. They not on 1y could riddle t;he lead aire-ra Et but they were 
'1cttin,] the shots up into the en,]ines and the cockpit - that got our 
ilttention. 

For a short time when we Were tlw bastard outfit and hild no 
permanent bunks of our own, we were ),illeted witll some really hairy 
chested folks - t)le .Jolly Green rencue '1uys. Now there's a job that 
took it ull. Fantilstic people. One niyllt tile jollys all came in 

Not too much of their vlork wan funny so we 
asked ,-,'hilt Ilad tlWTII all dlUr:J:linlJ • 

The told u,~ they had come Lo a hover over a downed airman when 
out of the wood:; raced a VC cOlilplete with his Hu"sian Al<-t17 machine 
C) un. II,) po.inlcl.'ci h i.:J LOIJIlIlY <)till at the cllOp1'er, IJloved the muzzle aooul 
30 yar.d" in front of the chopper ilnt! hO'JcJ 0([ hi" whole, clip well' 
out in front of the lloverinlj chopper. The door CJunner sllIartly chopp, 
clown this clown with il tast 11l1rst from his mini-cJull. The pararescue-
man on the qroLlnd mad" a fast search of the hody, lcuped on the hoiD: 
uncl away they went. \·Ihen LllC\' <Jot clear of tlw'yroundfire, they 

9? 
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hl!licoptcr, ilim Cjl1n J plane l.r~llqlh.r; ilh(~acl of it: .. 
,;omeoody in lIanoi. 

" 
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III" liad 'JOCH] old (: l.li.qhl. ,,(,I: up to do thei' 

I'li'1ht 01' 1J-~;7'" lor top ,·ov()r. l\ft()r. rendevour; and a short briefinq 

ov.,r the r.adio the ,:O\·,iloyr; v",nt down onto their tarCjel.. L The VC \-lere 

really lnyinq i.n LIl" bush"s lor ur. that lIlorninq. I Look a .50 caliber 

riqht throu"h the (~nq.i.nc nacelle, hut the enrjine continued to run just' 

l.ine. Deinq a super.ior rombat fli.')ht rommand(,r I analyzed the situatio' 

~or one' tenth 0 f' a se<:oncl and maclp. a battlefield decision that the, 

valley in qu,"stion would be ilTunodiatcly removed Crom our list 0 [ 

tar<jets (or that mornin'l. (!:ven thou'Jh I ,;llOwcci a Ill')h deqrcc of 

intelli'1f~nce in <j1)tLinq C rliCjllt smartly out oC that valley, I vlasn't 

ready. to call l11C! \·/ar 0 [-"f yet.:. .. Our [i,)hl"r:; \-Jere havinl) tl10.ir usual 

'load time 'Join'] a f'tr)r (:he VC v,ho had shol ur. up. I asked them t.o sav(! 

their alTUnunition since I 11ad "icillr'ully dorluced tl,at if all the vc 

were in Valley number one, then Valley number tHO \-Jould become our 

tarl)et for toelay. ~\'e lumbr"reel into Valley number two and elis.covered 

that all the VC· I-Iho mistwcl the turn into Valley number one were in 

Valley number two. Thoy were aloo a much superior ~roup of gunners 

than the Valley one group. Their first burst of qround fire hit two 0: 

,~ur three airrraft. One bullet did the \o}icrd thinqs that bullets do 

and nea tIl' clipped a rael io \-Jirc antenna r i,]ht 0 f [ I at. the 

forward conn""tion on Lhc'nulliber tl-lO airr:-raCt. '1'l1i'3 llllowcd the long 

wi.re to t:rail ])rohind the airlcraCt sin(:o i.t was sti.ll connected to the 

tailor lhe air"lnn<!. Lie ~!Cre flyinq in close f.orJ11ation and as I 

looked ))al:k at the planes Ilohincl rne it 100);,,(] just as if tile second 

airplane' I·,as tOWL'l'J Lho th irrJ a irera ft. I'll bet Lho vc are telling 

that story to 1:11 i.s cia'( about how the Hanrl1 Hands woro so t.ouqh that 

even a! t"r you shoL l,I](~ir oirp Lanes up Llw\' ",oul(1 throw a tow line to 
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(, qianL Lricf, il<Jui.n and scrillclwd Vill..l.ey III.HIlI)(,): hlO from the tanlet 

01' the day liGL. Ill: Lili,; tim" I .in,;lilllLly "(Jlllpuled LilC odd" on all 

threC! Valleys beinq I'ull 0 C VC. lI'e) had an <excellent intelliCjence 

briefinC] tilat morninq and by my calculations we had already discoveree; 

more VC in valley,; one and two than there were in all of Vietna1l). 

Therefore, Valley number three had to be relatively Gafe. Wrong again, 

~e made one heart s toppilvJ pans through Valley number three which 

contained even better <Junners and more of them. 'rhe vc in Valley 

number three were "Iide awake nince we had made quite a bit oE noi's'e 

with our activities in Valleys one and two. I headed the cowboys 

for llome. ~lis was not our day. We had a fn~inqinq I'this is not our 
'') 

(layll party at the "lub. Our top cover pilots aclcluc1 a qreat deal of 

local color to the party ~len tllcy joined UD later. They had had a 

superb morning with J Valleys (ull of VC to beat up on. 

It always amazed me how happy we made our fighter pilot top 

"over by trolling alony low and slow attracting VC ground fire. 

After the VC would ,;hoot at us and expose their positions then the 

fiC]llter pilots coule1 "hoot at the VC. That makes a :'iejhter pilots' 

~~ole day. We sure made a lot of fiC]hter pilots happy over there. 

nt one time, I went GO missions in a row without taking a 

I mentioned earlier that cowboys \~ere '1eird about keeping their 

hit count up. I be']an "cheduling touC]her and tou<Jher tarC]cts. This 

resulted in 'Ireater number::; of volley" of ']rouncl Eire directed at my 

[liqht. nIl that resulted in was the other tvlO aircraft 'Jett.inC] t.he 

daylir)1Jts shot out of them. L:oon I be'Jan to find it difficult to 

<Jet allyone to fly witll ml). I tried Dwapping aircraft positions at 

the la"t minute, even ""ats with other pilot::;, nothin,] worked. 

No 1301 F re[lpc r:ti.nrl ('ol'lboy I'mnterl to rJ.y with a quy who c1ic1n't take 

\ 1"lJ 
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I \"il[i rrctt.i.ll'! il rr.'puLnt.:ion 0(-" nO-hitn. 'rrlis 

some l101e.~ I.n my airplune on l:he \>Jay har::k i.'nlln a rni';sion to flet our 

mora10 up. r discard!'" that idea ."i<]urinq I would probahly hit the 

onl\, vital npot in 1:1l(' plane. 

I cOllIe] only finc] one I'lie/ht enqineer to [1'1 with me on a 

reqular banis and he had 7 i(icls at l1Ome. The other flight engineers 

forced him into it, tlle'y had seen pictures of his i:id.'l and said he 

owed it to them. No one ever mentioned their families _ it was very 

spooky in that regard. 

l3ec:ause our crew!) had to think exactly the same \>/hen the two 

Tiif'T 
of them were (lying one airplane simultaneou!)l~~lle match up of the 

crew!) 
to tll(! individuals. 'l'hus, when my strinq of no-hits 

Jot to the ridiculous point, they beqan drat'/ing straws to see who 

lad to pasn up qetting llit toelay and fly with me. 

Finally, in desperation we flew a mission into the Ashau Valley 

:ow there was a tarq(~t. If we had an engine shot out·, whir::h was an 

11 too r::omrnon eo:peri.0.ncc, we rould not get out of the valley. The. 

ountains were 30 J1.iqh <1rouncl the valley that our airplanes could 

Jt "limb OV0.r them with an enqine out. Althou<]h there were 3 small 

i.rs tr ips in the vall"y, they wer0. all mined. 'j'he vc totally 

)ntrolled Lh" arell. Our ('merqenr::y plan was to fly around the valley 

nd in the eleph<1nt <Jra,,~;. I\nyway, that tarr)ot. solved my no-hit 

rmal for "c" night. 
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J 'l'lli:; \v'a.'; bild, '1 \-liln q(~l:ti.II.fJ oil r(~p\!l.ation or no-hit:~. 'l'hin 

moral'" up. I di[warciC'ci that idoa "i(1urinq I wou.lu probobly hit tho 

I could only finu one fliqht enqinocr to fly with me on a 

re<]ular bani" and he had 7 J:ic1n at home. 'rho other flight engineers 

forced him into it, tJl<'Y hacl neen pir.tures of his kids and said he 

owecl it to tilem. No one ever mentioned their families - it was very 

flpooky in that regard. 

Derause our crews had to think exar.tly the same when the two 
rL fF'l 

of them were (lyin,) one airplane simultaneously,lhe matr.h up of: the 

ere\-,;.; to U,c individuals. Thus, when my strincr of no-hits 

<jot to the ridiculous point, they beqan drul'lLnCJ !>tru\'JS to see who 

had to pas!> lip qetting l1it today and fly with me. 

Finally, in ciesperation we f.lew u misflion into tho l\shau valle:' 

Now there waf; a tarq"t. If we had an engine nilot out, ~fuir.h was an 

all toor.ornmon experience, we rould not 'Jet out or: the valley. The 

mountains were so 11iqll around tho valley that Ollr airplanes could 

n01: "limb ovr.,r them ,,,j.th un ellCli.ne out. Althou'lh there were 3 small 

'airstripn in the valley, thoy were all mined. Tho vc totally 

,,·ontr.olled Lh(~ area. Our. 0.mr.rqency plan wan to 1.1'1 nrouncl the vnllcy 

on one f.,n')i.ne ulltil 1(e",c(1O Forr.er; coulcl fly in. We would then crash 

land in the elephant qrass. l\nyway, that tarqet,solved my no-hit 

problems and a r·tcr 'i(~ttin'.J thorou<[111y "hot \lP, thin')n <jot bnrk to 

normnl for "e" rliqht. 


