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Please type or use pen to provide the requested information. This data will be usod'=
for the Ranch Hand History Project and then placed in the Archives at Texas A&M. Tt is
your information., If you wish to restrict any part of this material, please indicatess:

I hereby authorize the scholarly use of the following information, except as indicated.

LEGER,  OLEUSE M. JR. /122Zbuw€/%(¢2f:7 ‘ 22 Qctober 1981
. Name (last first middle signajfire . ‘ date

-u-u.-—----———-.ou.-—-—--—mm-m--———p-‘—---p—mqnu——

Specific Information

Please answer the following questions in the spaces provided, Be specific.

1: Ranch Hand service: From September 1961toMarch 1962 . Wherst EiEINAM ‘

2, RH/C-123 training: Where/when? LANGLEY AFB. . VA. 1958 thru June 1965

3. Rank while in RH?  SSGT Present/retired rank? ysar

4, Duty(s) while in Ranch? HYDRAULIC SPECTALIST dates? gep 1961-Mar 1942

5. Other Vietnam service? Where/when? THATLAND 1965

6. TIf aircrew member:
a. Number of missions: RH Other (specify)
b. Combat flying hours: RH ‘ Other (specify)

Narrative Information

On a separate sheet(s) of paper, pleass answer the following questions with as much
detail as possible., Write too much, rather than too little. Use names and dates, if
- possible, If you want a name “blacked out™ before this goes in the archives, Just
circle the name., On the sheets, indicate the number of the question you are answering,
and put your last name and the form number in the uppsr right-hand corner of each sheet,

7. Special missions/operations participated in? (name, when, where, what, who else)

8. Decorations? (If Purple Heart, DFC, or above, give date.and'details of the act. 1If
you have. a copy of the narrative justifying the medal, please attach a copy.)

9. Were you present during an attack against the base, Ranch site, or quarters? Explain,
10, Were you present when a Ranch aircraft was shot down or crashed? Give all details,

11. Were you present when a Ranch crow member was killed or wounded? Give as much data
as possible, even if you didn't directly observe it or are not sure of date or names.

12, Did you ever see or repair unusual battle damage (more than routine skin holes)?
13, Did you ever help plan RH missions? If so, what was the procedure?

14, How did you get into the Ranch? What did yoﬁ know about the mission beforehand?
15, What were you_told about the chemicaia used? In Vietnam? Befors Vietnam?

16, Other than something already discussed (or going home), what is your happlest
memory of the Ranch (or Vietnam)? What is your unhappiest (saddest)?

17. What unusual, odd-ball, weird, funny, ete,, thinz happened to you in VN or training?
18. Same as question 17, but you saw it happen to another person(s). '

19. What were your quarters like? Your routine day? Your parties? Anything elag?

20, We know that the Ranch was unique, What should I tell the reader that will help him
understand why this was a speclal outfit of special people? What or who should T
not talk about?

Other data: Do you have any good pictures (especially of RH members), any journals, notes,
dlaries, letters, briefing notes, maps, etc.,, that'I could copy?t If so, DO NOT SEND
THEM with this form. Repeat...DO NOT SEND THEM!!1!! Describe the items on a separate
plece of paper, with your name and form number on it, I will write and give you
instructions on when to send them, or how to get them copiled, at a later date. A4ll

. materials will be protested and returned to youl!! Thank you for your help and time.

Please return this form and the narrative sheets in the enclosed envelope to Texas A&M.
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ITEM 7: I volunteer for this special assignment in-Aug léﬁl while station at.
Langley AFB, VA. I had the experilence required as a Hydraulic Spec. and was
willing to go where ever they were sending us. We left for Pope AFB, NC, where
we fitted thé six'C:123'% with the .armor plates and in.flyfng condition,,on .
thanksgiving day in 1961. Remain one wedk at Pope and then departed for the

”"Phillipines in-C-124"' siloaded with ali our equipment and personnel. Spent, X~
Mass and New Years at Clark AFB pulling maihtenance on bur aiicrafts-and then
departed for Vietnam, which at ,this time: we had an idea where we were headed.
There were also a crew from Pope AFB handling "the cargo’ hauling I can récall’
58gt YALE , MESSICK, Capt Marshall, Major Robinson, who got his wallet stolen
while in Clark AFB, which he got kidded about alot, having-no: money A Sgt Hawklns
another Hydraukic man from another base, TSgt Rathamel from Pope , our line chief,
88gt Coghill, Eng. killed at Nam after plane crashed,

.\ '

-Item 81~No'deCDrationJreceived for that~volunteer action. ..t -

Item 9 ‘Two_ instantance come - to, mind ., -once when we went to\work‘dt 0500 hours -
the Vietnam guard that was guarding our planes and work shed, had his throat cut.
1 the other time was when we found all the flight control turnbuckles cut in half -
and we had to replace all the turnbuckles,:
v Item 103 On this particular day we had, tyo mﬂssions in the air,\one was spraying
and the otlier plane had a group of Vietnam.soldiers and Americans, when we got
the word that one of our airplanes had been shot down. We did not know for a IOng
time,-a couple hours at least before the. plnae carrying. all these people-landed
and then was determine it was SSgt Coghill's" plane hat was down. We then"had to strip
the .downed aircraft qf all useable parts and there we found the pilot and co~pilot
had been layed outside the plane but SSGT ‘toghi il naa’ burned in the plane. Also
Sgt Bill King's plane landed” inthe wrong field (North Vietnam field) and when T
they realized: they hadilanded* inthe.wrong field™ ~they tried to take .ff ‘before ™
the got caught but all they endeddoing was to push the noge wheel strut through
the ceckpit-just-behind. the pillet but through‘where the. steps-were to get-in the
. cockplt and bill was barely missed because he was on these steps at that moment
. The. aireraft.was.loat’ and had. to he left and the crew made it back with no problem.
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Item; 12; No 'i_ﬂj o

Item 13: No . “

Item 1l4; L wolunteer, but, had no idea where we were going, except that it”was
overseas and that we would get $16.00 a day , which we never got.

Item 15: Nothing at first but in Vietnam we-were told it was a chemical used to
kill the leaves in the trees so the north Vietnam which were hiding in them.
Item 16: When we were playing cards one night! and this airman from Pope got -
drund and vomit into 8gt Yale's boots and then Tafter this kid went to bed the
guys put the heavy table and chairs on top off. him while he was sleeping The
gadest was when we heatd ssgt Coghill's dex'th,
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