Tte~*l0 "RANCH HAND HISTORY PROJECT : o
' : ' Form No. 7 5 5 8
Please type or use pen to provide the requested information, This data will be used

for the Ranch Hand History Project and then placed in the Archives at Texas A&M. It is
your 1nformation. If you wish to restrict any part of this material, please indicateso:

f :

I hersby authorize the scholarly use of the following information, except as 1ndi¢ated.
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Specific Information

~ Please answer the following questions in the spaces provided, Be specific,

1. Ranch Hand service: From A to J'Luln/ &F . where? _Bze;? A’f/oa-—

2, RH/C-123 training: Where/when? A/ur/éurT/Ma? é%(@taa Trensilien [Awq é,/‘r‘.ugggg
3. Rank while in RH? /’// ch or Present/fetired rank? L7 G/,

4. Duty(s) while in Ranch? fP /éeael ﬂ/?“ %?24‘_,#_ dates?

5. Other Vietnam service? Where/when? /C{&@

6. If aircrew member;

a, Number of missions: RH _570 JM 14:5‘ Other (specify) 7&;;{ faal — /5SS Luties

b, Combat flying hours: RH //’7é .3 . Other (specify) ¢t 4 P DY

Narrative Information

On a separate sheet(s) of paper, please answer the following questions with as much
detall as possible., Write too much, rather than too little, Use names and dates, if
possible, If you want a name "blacked out" before this goes in the archives, just
circle the name. On the sheets, indicate the number of the question you are answering,
and put your last name and the form number in the upper right-hand corner of each sheet.

7. Special missions/operations participated in? (name, when, where, what, who else)

.8. Decorations? (If Purple Heart, DFC, or above, give date and details of the act, If

you have a copy of the narrative justifying the medal, please attach a copy.)

9. Were you present during an attack against the base, Ranch site, or quarters? Ixplain.
10, Were you present when a Ranch aircraft was shot down or crashed? Give all details,
11, Were you present when a Ranch crew member was killed or wounded? Give as much data

as possible, even if you didn't directly qbserve it or are not sure of date or namess,
12. Did you ever see or repair unusuzl battle damage (more than routine skin holes)? |
13, Did you ever help plan RH miasions? It sb, what was the procedure?
14, ‘wa did you get into the Ranch? What did you know about the mission beforehand?
15, What were you told about the chemicals used? In Vietnam? Before Vietnam?
16, Other than something already discussed (or going home), what s your happiest
memory of the Ranch (or Vietnam)? What is your unhappiest (saddest)?
17. What unusual, oddeall, weird, funny, etec., thing happened to you in VN or tralnihg?
18. Same as question 17, but you saw it happen to another person(s).
19, What were your quarters like? Your routine day? Your parties? Anything else? ™=
20, We know that the Ranch was unigue, What should I tell the reader that will help him

Oth
- d

understand why this was a special outfit of special people? What or who should I
not talk about?

er data:r Do you ha#e any good pictures (especially of RH members), any journals, notes,

iaries, letters, briefing notes, maps, etc,, that I could copy? If so, DO NOT SEND
THEM with thls form, Repeat,,.DO NOT SEND THEM!(1l! Describe the items on a separate
plece of paper, with your name and form number on it, T will write and give you

1

nstructions on when to send them, or how to get them copied, at a later date., 4ll

materials will be proteeted and returned to you!!! Thank you for your help.and time,

Please return this form and the narrative shests in the enclosed envelope to Texas A%M.
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#7. Aften TET we wend into the irawh hauling business fon about G weeks,

Sure wos great o get back Zo spraying.
#8 Vietnam Seavice Nedal w/3 Bronge Sewvice Stans, Repubdic of Vietnam
Campaign Medal, Republic of Vietnam Gallaniny (noas w/Pelm, Air Medal
W3- 11 0, OF(, Silver Star, Vietnan Senion Pilot Wings.
#9  Yesm-Too numerous to detail, (opecially aften TET Offensé, Jan. 68,

Have dedails of many attacks in my diary. I guess the one that ['U

aluays nememben in addition to stant of TEl, ia the morning of

28Feb, 1968 uhen they hit the hooch area. (eotimate Uk of the
Ranch hooches went up in flames including the famous 'Field Grade fiooch”,
Even oun bunken caught on fire which we had to stay in wntil the attack uns
oven [smoke was much betten than A/ma‘md. ). Uirect hit on bunker acrase.
the atreet from Ranch hooches-~don't nememben how many wene Rilled but
estimte (5-20. After the attack, managed fo adlvage Akai tapedeck and Zapes
before hooch was ingulfed in flames, Lost evenyihing else including brand
new Kerwood AmpRifien a2idl in box. Ranch lairime was pretty banged up
dncluding a dinect hit on the septic tank. - (I have both black & uhite and
cadon sdides of the aftenmaih of this one. Also have a sieneo fape of several
attacks.) A &ﬁgﬁfii;)ﬂu‘d attack-- I had a zippo Lighten from the
Koaean Waﬂ;'af goi in #he habit of putting this Lighten on the throttle
pedestant during each mission. IZ soon became a good luck piece, In fact
one navigaton became véey upset uhen he dearned [ had lost the lighten in the
;ﬁé{:eb.“;ﬂﬂdl, #hat afternoon aften the bufldogens had cleaned up ald the

sand therne was nothing left of the olle hoochbut a concrete olab, 1
went back and sat on the olab in the approgimate anea of my "cubby hode”
and began sifting through the ashes on the edge of the adab, Lo and behold
[ found. one mone bumed up and slightly melted gigpo. 1 stild have this
Lighten-~one of these days 1"l aend it back o Zippo fon nepain,




- J e dor)

7558

#0, =24 May 68: Tanget was southean Lip of Delda, Fommation had completed SPray
nun and elimbing when smoke was seen coming from le,&f nacelle of ﬁ*jéj

Suddendy aircraft banked alightly and wlnt stnaight into uaten, Lost []C

Cmmett. Rucken, Majon Lee Shanks, and Sgt, Schmi,

#11, In addition 2o above, Magon Bidd fahone and 2 othens were hilled,
AL passengens in a trash haulen which clobbened into the side of a mountain
inux, UOct [967. The sad thing here is adl three were FIGH0,

#12,  Direct hit in nose by fruit bat on Fox bat—-(have pictune of bat and
damage

#13. Ondy as a dead pidot—- on afternvon before mission atudied tanget
aneq with lead mavigaton and planned best approach, based upon terrain ete,
Briefed crews,

#14, Ny Linot assignment o Vietnam was the Skyraiden ( Sandy").  lpon
hearing of thia, I proceeded 4o g, AFS( hopefully to cSonikscthen that [ uas
atnictly a multi-engine type and Imew nothing about dripping bombs on

fining guna.  Upon asking uhat the criteria uns fon the Skyraiden, their
anowen was "a wanm body", Well, I guess my #rip convineed someone--
received a call vhile I waos at home with a cade of mumps (both sides)
stating my ondens had been changed. [ would firat go 4o Hudburk fon

(-123 #ranaition (great) and then o Langley for spray training, (Gh, Held!!)
I had heard ervugh about the Ranch missions to know that the pucker facton
could get veny high. Ao it tuned out, the "Ranch" was the best assignment
[ ever had, Something [ wns extremely proud 2o be a pant of,
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#15.  Both befone and in Vietnam the only thing I necall being odd about
he chemicals used was ihat they wene nothing mone than a strong weed hillen.
#16. My happiest memony of the Ranch is just the association with a great
bunch of guys. We wonked hard and we played hard togethin, .

Saddeat time would have o be the dvas of a Randh Hand and ozhen friends
boh in Vietnam and out of Thailand,

#17. Although it wasn't veny funny at the time, the day we got the

"Smogey the BHAR " award. We were #7 in a seven oflipper— tanget: A

Little muntain gust eas of Bien Hoa. Frag called for making two nuna

stanting at the Zop of the muniain and going siraight doun the side, Ao

#%, Adead wanted ua o throw a smoke bomb o mank fon his next aun. Hs we

stanted the nun I todd the flight mech 2o thaow the bamb~- he did, but missed

the doon. flene we are, oing atraight doun the mountain at 50 foot aliitude,

and I couldn't even see he inotnunent panel much dess it G on the ground,
Hejo Gokn Brady said I dooked, Like "Puff #he liagic Snagon" with smike coming

out m: nudzfxu,&il and mowth as I excitedly began showting ondens o ithe caew,

[alk about ;ﬂgumg by the seat of youn pantel!!!

# (8. Another funny wus also with Gohn Brady-- While going thaough the pne-
apray check Lidd, Big lohn neached on top of hia head o puld hia vison down
and all he got waa fingen nails full of skin and a bald héad with four
bloody streaks, Yep--he fongot hia helnd,

# 19, QUARTERS - '"Field Grade Hooch" from July 67 Zo Feb. 68, Veny comfonm
table aften we nemodeled | insulated sides with stynofoam, convented two
nooms 2o ,(uung.e, and ain conditionens at each end,) Each rvom was aprox
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imately § x8 feet, Affer the hooch went up in flames and until depanture,
guantens wene culdy, Room apaox. 6x5 feet, hot, himid and dusy,
RAIT _.ff_Vé~_LJPj‘/ Up a 0300 on soonen (rocket attack) , eat breakfast, brief,

ﬂgﬁwnwmwm, back 1o hvodh around noon, cut a few z232%, 20 club fon
a ,few, c&mr.e/t, back o hooch, detter 2o "what's her name”, 2o bed by 2(00,
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#20, The Ranch una unigue in Zhat it wns the one and ordy Squadnon of it's hind
Stanted and ended in Vietnam, Will neven exist again. flade up mootly of
dedicated, caneer middle-aged men, Finat (4,4 wene hand o tind, L/(a

were a dime a dogen. The esprit de (onp and comanade was omething "envied

and nespected by all including the Lighten jocks, The saytng wao that we

had o have brass elephant balls o Hy the mission we did,  "There are

odd pilots and thene ane bold pilots, but there are no odd, bold pilozs”,
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CITATION TO AGCUMPAKY THE AWARD OF
™E SILVER ST4R
TO
CHARILD J. MSADOW

KaJor Charlea J. Hendow distinguiched hixself by gallantry
in connsction with rdiitary operations ageinst an opposing armed
fores near in Hoa, Republic of Vietnam, on 29 iay 1968, Cn that
date, Major Xeadow wos flying Mis wnarmed alreraft on a low-
devel dafoliation zmission whem tlie formation was struck by intenze
hostile ground fire whick caused the alrcraft diractly shead of
him to sustain an engine failurw., ¥ith conplote disregard fopr
his persorsl safety, Fajor Eeadow maneuvered his atircraft peril-
oualy low to ths ground and under the remaining good emgine of
the damsged aircratt. Ry so doing, Kajor Meadow provided a
protective ghiold for his follow sirmen end sustained two hits
which xmight ctherwise have struck the dizabled sircraft, By his
gallantyy and dovotion to duty, Hajor Meadow hua reflected great
credit wxn hinself end the United States Adir Force.
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CITATION TO ACCOMPANY THE AWARD OF
THE DISTINGUISHED FLYING CROSS
(FINST OAK I:AP CLUSTER)

0
CHARLES J, MEADOW

MajJor Charles J. Kemdow distinguished hinself by extraor-
dinary achievement while participating in aerial flight s a
UC-123 Pilot at Phouc Vinh Air Baso, Republic of Vietnam, on 7
March 1968, On that date, while transporting combet essential ..-
cargo, and jJust after landing , Phouc Vinh Air Base came under
hostile mortar attack. Despite the hazards involved s lajor
Eeadow calmly and professicnally assisted in the rapid offloed
©f his cargo, and the onloading of a large number of Vietnamese
women and children who were awaiting evacuation, As mortar rounds
continued to fall nearby, he then taxied out and made a safe
takeoff, thereby extracting his passengers and crew, and g
valuable alrcraft from this extremely hazardous situation, The
professional compatence, aerial skill and devotion to duty dis-
played by Major Meadow reflact great credit upon himself and the
United States Air Foroce,
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