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.J RANCH HAND HISTORY PROJECT 
Form No. '15 5 8 ~ 

Please type or use pen to provide the requested information. This data will ba used 
for the Ranch Hand History Project and then placed in the Archives at Texas A&M. It is 
your information. If you wish to restrict any part of this material, please indicateso: 

I hereby authorize the scholarly use of th~ following information, except as indicated. 

f?1ea.-doWI Chm)~ 00e ~ ()U j () I 
"N~a=m~e~~~~:1~a7stt~~~~~~i~r~s~t~~~m~i~d~d~1~e s~ date 

Specific Information 
Please answer the following questions in the spaces provided. Be specific. 

L Ranch Hand service: From *1' IeZ to ;:)/.<,'1 ko . Where? BI(;''r! 1/00-
2. RH/C-123 training: Where/when? f./ur/j,w,,;r/J'11art (;1/Co l)'3 7((;a @.,r. tAN~ 4r/7VM,?/ff.';'t 
3. Rank while in RH? d~p,- present~ rank? ..:;;.,L;,.;-r.:";';...:::C~".J.I ..... ____ _ 

4. Duty(s) while in Ranch? :::r:e,.. Lead /?/"r;, JiP'rajf. dates? _______ _ 

5. Other Vietnam service? Where/when? __ --",u~4=-_______________ _ 

6. If aircrew member: 

a. Number of missions: RH 370 kL,s Other (specify) 72a.sl!' Wl+( - /S"~ ,J;...f'e!; , 
b. Combat flying hours: RH _ij......,,?:""~...;,.-"3"--___ Other (specify) It It .96.';( 

Narrative Information 

On a separate sheet(s) of paper, please answer the following questions with as much 
detail as possible. Write too much, rather than too little. Use names and dates., if 
possible. If you want a name-"blacked out" beforethis goes in the archives, just 
circle the name. On the sheets, indicate the number of the question you are answering, 
and put your last name and the form number in the upper right-hand corner of each sheet. 

7. Special missions/operations participated in? (name, when, where, what, who else) 

8. Decorations? (If Purple Heart, DFC, or above, give date and details of the act. If 
you have a copy of the narrative justifying the medal, please attach a copy.) 

9. Were you present during an attack against the base, Ranch site, or quarters? Explain. 

10. Were you present when a Ranch aircraft was shot down or crashed? Give all details. 

11. Were you present when a Ranch crew member was killed or wounded? Give as much data 
as pOSSible, even if you didn't directly ~bserve it or are not sure of date or names. 

12. Did you ever see or repair unusual battle damage (more than routine skin holes)? 

13. Did you ever help plan RH missions? If so, what was the procedure? 

14. How did you get into the Ranch? What did you know about the mission beforehand? 

15, What were you told about the chemicals used? In Vietnam? Before Vietnam? 

16. Other than something already discussed (or going home), what is your happiest 
memory of the Ranch (or Vietnam)? What is your unhappiest (saddest)? 

17. What unusual, odd-ball, weird, funny, etc., thing happened to you in VN or training? 

18. Same as question 17, but you saw it happen to another person(s). 

19. What were your quarters like? Your routine day? Your parties? AnytM,ng else? -----" 

20, We know that the Ranch was unique. What should I tell the reader that will help him 
understand why this was a special outfit of special peoplel What or who should I 
not talk about? 

Other datal Do you have any good pictures (especially of RH members), any journals, notes, 
diaries, letters, briefing notes, maps, etc., that I could copy? If so, ~ NQI..§.B!Q 
THEM with this form. Repeat.,.DO NOT SEND THEMIIIII Describe the items on a separate 
piece of paper, with your name iUld forOiiiUm~on it. I will write and give you 
instructions on when to send them, or how to get them copied, at a later date, All 
materials will be protested and returned to youlll Thank you for your help and time. 

Please return this form and the narrative sheets in the enclosed envelope to Texas A&M. 



. _ .. _--_._-_._'-_._-----_ ..... __ ._ .. _ .. _, ... _---_ .. -.--.--".--.--.-.-------.--.--.-~-.--.--.-.,,-~.-.---.. ---

i¥7. lI{teit TI1 we we.n.J. iJdo f.h.e ~ hauJi..nJ; bUd.in..eM foil. abotd 6 ~. 

5 w:e UU4 rJltea;l. :to yet back. :to .d pnayl.nt;. 

#8 V.i.etnoPl Seltv.i.ce »Ieda). wi 3 &on3e Se;w.i.ce Si:.aM, 'Repu6i.J..c o~ V.i.einam 

C~ »ledai., i(epu611.c o~ V.i.e:tnam ~y CIIJUJ.d wlNdm, 1I.iIt »iedo.l 

wi 3 - II DLG OFG Si.1Velt S:I:atz, V.i.e:tnam SeJLiolt Y-i.1ot UJ.i.ng4. 

#9 'led--Too lW/T!e/tOUd :to d.e:toA.J. l:,.dpeci.oJ).y aftelt TI:,T OtteMi, 'j(J/1., 68. 

flave de.ti.a.iM o~ ITV.T/.if a;ttac:Ao .in.. my dU:vuj. 1 '}U£.d.d f.h.e one ilud I'll. 

aka!j4 JteJ/1elTlheit .in.. addi.:ti..on :to .diatd 01 T 11, iA f.h.e nvllrli.nt;;- 01 
28Fe6. 1968 uAen f.h.ey /u.;t f.h.e hooch. aJtea. 1:,4:tiJrn;te 6dYo o~ tAe 

'Ranch. Moch.ed went. up .in.. flame4 .in..~ f.h.e {mnoUd "F.i.e1d ~1IJlIie flooch.". 

(yen OUII. bun.kelt cau;;Jt:t on ~e uA.i.ch. we had to .dtaif .in.. un.;tU f.h.e a;ttack. UU4 

OVeit (.dmok,~ UU4 much. be:ttelt f.h.an .dh.tuLpnel..). O.ilted /u.;t on bun.kelt aCIWiMA 

:th.e a:tJtee:t {.twm Y<anch. Moch.e<J--d.on I t ~eIt how ITV.T/.If Welte kLU.ed. but 

ed:tiJrn;te 15-20. II ftelt f.h.e a;ttach, ~:to 4di.vaye llkai. tapedeck. wuI. taped 

befolte Moch. UU4 .w.tpl.~ed .in.. fl.amed. /..o.dt ev~ doe .in..c1udiru; bJtwul. 

new Kenwood IImpL.fi-eIt .d:ti.ll. .in.. box.. Ranch../.o;t;Wz.e UU4 PJte:tt1f bal!9-ed up 

. .in..cJ.udill9 a di.Jted /u.;t on f.h.e .d ep:ti.c J.an.k. (1 have bof.h. black. <I: uJu.;te wuI. 

coiolt .dJ..i.d.ed o~ f.h.e aft~ 01 i:Jw.J one. IU(Jo have a .dtelteo tape o~ .deveJlJ:Li. 

a;l:;tac:Ao.) 1I.di.de note :to i:Jw.J a;ttack.-- 1 had a W>PO .iJ.ldelt {.twm f.h.e 
(Iii- «-"(A<- Re,,,,,,.s() 

KOltean Walt'/' 1 yot .in.. iJie habli 01 ptd:ti.n.3' i:Jw.J .iJ.ldelt on :th.e i:h.Jtottie 

fJi!dedtant dwWuj each. tni.A.d.i.on. U .doon become a yood J.uck. p.i.ece. 111. /ad 

one nav 1.rjaiolt became vUif up<Jet uAen h.e i.I?O/1ILed 1 had i.o.dt f.h.e .iJ.ldelt .w. f.h.e 

{i.!te. . WeJ..1., ilud aftemwon aftelt f.h.e bujldo3eJt() had c1.eaned up a1.1. :th.e 
debt:!> 

,("It '. wuI. f.h.elte UU4 no:th.i.n.tJ i.eft 01 f.h.e ole. hooclfbut a conCII.ete .diab, 1 

went. back. wuI. .dat 011. J:h.e .diab .in.. f.h.e app;wJ!.Iraf.e altea 01 mlf "cu6blf hoJ.e" 

wuI. beyan .d~ i:h.Jtoutj-L f.h.e aM.ed 011. f.h.e eJ.,;;e 01 f.h.e .diab. La wuI. behold 

1 fol.lfl1i on.e mGJte bWU/.ed up wuI. .d.I.i.tjdJ.y meJ..ted !J-ppo. l.d:ti.ll. have i:Jw.J 

.iJ.ldeJt--one 01 f.h.ede da!j4 l' i.1. .dend li back. :to Z.i.ppo foil. tte.pa-iA.. 
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#/0. -24 t1h.!f 68; T WUJe:t Ilk14 4Jotdh.e/U1. :ti.p of /JeI.X.a. FollllrJ;6Wn had comp1.e:ted. spra; 

IWn and. cJ.i.mh~ uAen 4JlJt()ke Ilk14 4Jeen comi.n.;}. (.twm ie{;f. nacelJ.e of II 3f1J. 

5uddeni!f a.i./tC/la{.t. bClJ1.k.ed. 4J~!f and. IoIkn.:t 4J~ .i.n;to uxd€lt, 1..o4:t LIe 

Crrme:tt. 'Ruch.€II., /rbfoll. Lee 5h.anM, and. 5g;t. 5chmi.:t.. 

# II. In adt:/.i;tWn :to above, /rbi-Oil. BUf. /rhlwne and. 2 oiAeM UJe/I.e kU1.ed.. 

Al.l. paMefIIJ£M .in. a hlMh. h.aulell. uALch. clobbell.ed. .i.n;to iAe 4Ji.d.e of a moun:f.ai.n. 

.in. /lOC. Oct /967. T h.e 4Jad. f:lU.ru;; h.eIl.e .iA all. tNtee UJe/I.e F !Cj/rO. 

#/2. /J.i./tect hil .in. M4Je blf fAJJil. bat. QIl. Fox bat.--(h.ave pi.ci.wte of bat. and. 

~e) 

# /j. 0n4 M a J.ead. ,u.J.o:t-- on a{;f.eIl.Mon be/oll.e miMion at.udi..ed. iWUJe:t 

all.ea wUIL J.f'.ati TUJ.v.u,J0;l;oll. and. pJann.ed. b.M:t apfIWach., bM ed. upon :telWLin. e:tc. 

Bll.i.efed. C/IR.ILJ4. 

#/4. /rllf P.M:t M4.i.r;]nmen:t. :to V.t.einam.1lk14 iAe 5k~ (''S~If'). Upon 
Cc,nVU'I,tr 

h.~ of iAiA, I flWceed.ed.:to II~AF5e h.opel.u.illf :to ~ ih.a:t. I IIXL-A 

4J:hU..ci.J.1f a muJ.i:i.-eru;Ln.e :tlfPe and. knew M~ abQfd. dMp~. bornIuJ 011. 

/J.Ai.nt; guM. Upon MA'.in.g. uki iAe CI1ilell.ia Ilk14 /011. iAe 5k~€II., iAe.i.It 

QJU)WeIl. Ilk14 'a IIXLIl.m bodlf'" Weil, I ;p.teM mlf :hU..p conv.in.eed. 4Jomeone--

lI.ecei.Yed. a caJl. uALie I Ilk14 at. h.ome w.Uh. a CQ,de 0/1I1UlIIf1'd (boiA 4J.i.deA) 

4J:ta.t.i.n.;; mlf olllieM had been c:fwu;ed.. I t.WuJd {.i.M:t go :to IlwUbUll.i. /011. 

e -/23 i./l.QJU)U:.i.on ([fIl.f?a:t) and. iAen :to f..aru;i.elf /011. 4Jpmllf ~ (Oz.. 1Iel)j!) 

I had h.eaIIIi enow;h. about. iAe 'Ranch. miM.i.oM :to know ih.a:t. iAe puch.eIl. factoll. 

couJd ;;e:t vell.lf Iwjt. A4J.i.i.:twm.ed. out., iAe "Ranch." Ilk14 iAe ~~~_~f~ 

I evell. h.ad.. 50mef:lU.ru;; I Ilk14 exM£l71.eJ..1f flWud. :to be a paIl.i. of.. 

-~----- ---_._---"-- -----------
- --------------------------_."-,------.-
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#/5. So:th. be/nlte aru:L .in. V ie:fn.am :th.e orvLif i:JWu; 1 tteca11 b~ told about 

:th.e ch.emi..cnM Ll4ed. IlKHd :tlta:t :th.eif wette rwi:JWu; molte :than. a 4i1wfl{f weed. kU.J..eJt, 

Ih6. f/lif /uzppi..edt memoltlf ot :th.e 1(an.ch. .i/.J ;/-LI4t :th.e aMoc:i.at1.on wi..:th. a fP.ea;/; 

bun.ch. ot g».f14. We wollh.ed. h.Md. aru:L we pkifed. h.Md. to9~. 

5addeAt me would /uzve to be ih.e .l.oM ot a 7f.cwJA /laru:L aru:L o:th.en. fM.eru:M 
bo:th. .in. V i..e:fn.am aru:L out ot Th.ai.lond.. 

#/7. Al:tfwUijA.i.;I; IlKHdn't vell.if funnif cd :th.e me, ih.e daif we got :th.e 

"5mo/jeif :th.e 4)'1£ "0J1Ja/IJl. We wette #7 .in. a 4even. 4;.ppen.-- itvu;e:t: 1/ 

li.:ULe moun;/:aJ..n. jLl4t ecMt of Bien. /loa. F IlI1{f ca11ed. /nit ndwu; :two IUJM 

4~ cd :th.e top ot ih.e moun;/:aJ..n. aru:L goi..fl{f 4i.tuLi.r;M doun. ih.e 4M.e. 114 

#.,., lead. 1JJaJl;f.ed. LI4 to :th.ttow a 4moke bomb :to II'WI.k /nit h.iA nex;t IWI1. 114 we 

4:taM:.ed. :th.e /tun. 1 told :th.e flJ..fJh-t medt to :th.ttow :th.e bam6-- Ae dJ..d, but m.i/.J4ed. 

:th.e doo//., Ilette we Me, cJoi..fl{f 4:fAai..tj<:t doun. :th.e moun;/:aJ..n. cd 50 /not aJxi:tude, 

aru:L 1 wuJdIt't even. 4e,~ ih.e .in.4ittumen.:t panel. 1tI.Uch. leA4 /I 6 Olt :th.e gttowui.. 

fi1o.Jo'-' :JoAn. BlI.Odif 4a..Uf 1 looked. iJ.ke "'PI.I.# ih.e /ittfjic uJW.OqPn" wi..:th. 41l11iJh.e wmiru} 
I 

out ffI/ IW4:f.tti.J.d aru:L moutA ad 1 excLieJJ..!f 6€fjCUl 4!wu;l;.uy,} olldeM :to :th.e CItE'.IJJ. 

T aJh. about IA.~ b!! i/te 4ea;/; of- $JI-)UIt f-XJfdd!! ! ! 

/I /8. Arw:th.en. ,funnif WC1/.J oMO w.uA 'joAn. &aci.!!-- Wh.iJ.e goi..fl{f :th.ttoUijA :th.E~ ptte-

4 pita!! ch.eck J..i/.J:t, B-4J ~I oh.n. Iteach.ed. on top 0 t h.iA Aead. to puLL h.iA v.i/.Jo/t doun. 

and. oJ). Ae got:1lKHd f1.n.j/-ett IULi.JA {w!J. 0 t 4k.in. and. a 6ald h..ead. wi..:th. /nUlt 

6loodif 4itteaM. Yep--lte /nltgot IWI AeJm:t. 

/I 19. Qt.Jtl'RTC76_ - ''F.i..eH. (jll.Ode /looeA" {jwm :JuJ.!!67 to Fe6. 68. Ven.if CJ.lm/n/U<> 

:table a{.:.ten. wettemodel.ed. (.in.4uktt.ed. 4M.eA wi..:th. 4tifW/nam, wnvR.Jd.ed. iwr.) 

ItOOflid to lol.l.fl{fe, and. ai.ll. wn.di.:ti.on.w.J cd each. end..) each. ltOom IlKHd 4p/1.0X. 

-~~---~~-----'--T-'---'----'--'-"-~--' 



---------------~---------- --------------------------------'-- ----------,-----,-----------------
~ad~ 
7558" -4-", 

.i.Inat.eLif 8 xli Ie&. 1/ (:I;e.It iAe hoo ch. wen.i. up .in ~ and. un.;ti,l depwdwte, 
rtucvdeM UJeII.C CIUIfldy. Y(oom af!Wx. 6x6 Ie&, hot, Iumid and. ~ty. 
y!!!!!"!~QJ!3.y' : Up at 0 JOO OIL /.JoonfVt (/IOck.e:/; ahtack) , ea;t bJtecIh.jkt, blli..ef, 
P-fI- :two ~M, back.;/;o hooch. aJIOund {wOn, CLd a lew JJJJ ~/.J, ;/;0 c1.uiJ /oIL 
a Iw, dUvten.. back.;/;o hooch., l.e;tte.lt;/;o ''uM;t '/.J h.e.It name","';/;o bed bfl- 2/00. 

?!!J.!!G~ ''ilu pevd-i-e/.J II and. Y(an.ch.-IM II!€/l£. 9ILea;t-- h.eLped 1:ak.e iAe edt;;-e oil. 

#20. Th.e l(an.ch. IQJ/.l Ufl..i.ttue .in tJr.a;t U IQJ/.l iAe one and. onl.fI- Srtl.lfJfhwn o/- U '/.J IWui 
Si.aA;ted and. ended .in V i.R;lnam. Uli.-U neve.lt exiAt a;pi.n. ;/ru:J.e up mo4:UfI- 01 
dedi.ca;ted, caJtee.lt mit:ldl.e-G{fed men. r wt Lt. /.J II!€/l£. hand. ;/;0 fJ-ru4 U C /.J 

II!€/l£. a dUne, a do Jen. T h.e e/.J pili..;/; de COAf and. ool11allf:ll.ie IQJ/.l /.Jometh.i.nt; 'env.i..ed 
and. ILe/.Jpec:ted bfl- aJJ.. .incktii.rvJ iAe f'-J.-<JAte.lt jockJ. TAe /.JaM IQJ/.l tJr.a;t we 
had ;/;0 have b/W/.J/.J eLepumt baJM ;/;0 P-fI- iAe mi.M.i..on we dU:L. '7heA.e Me 
old pi.ln;/;/.J and iAeA.e Me 60ld pi.ln:b.J, but iAfVte Me {W old, bold pi.ln;/;/.J ". 



J/aJor Charlos J. l!eztdov d1aUngl.dobe4 hUtself' b7 gal.lant17 in OODIleoticm m. th adl1t.8l7' operations er,e.inlllilUl 0PPOI!irI4 lU'IMCl toreo noar .lin Hoa. lt8publlc ct Vle~.t on 29 P-a:/ 1968. en that date. J;!a,jor y .. adDw WIlfl ~ tt1a ~ aircratt on a low-lcvol detolU1.t1on Ill1fU11an whflll tlll! tOl"llll1tion _ at.Nck b7 1ntlllnso maUle gl'Ollnd tire Nhich CAused the aircraft 41re~ ahead of h1ra to sustain an engine ra1luro. tilth COIiIplete cUarogard tO'l.' hie peroor.al. eatet.T.t l/aJar FAtldow JIIUleuvere<! hob aircrAft per.U­oual7 low to the ground ~ under the 1'"""DS ~ good eng1Jw ot the daPsged aircrart. H;y so doing. !{e.jor Meadow pt'Ov1<1fxl • protoct.1ve sh1.olcl tor h18 tollow a.1marl and eustaine4 t.wo hUa which Jd.~t oUlond.ae havo struck the d1$abl.e4 aircratt. B.7 h1a ea1:) antr,y aM devotion to dutT 1O )la,Jor Xoadow haa I'It£.lectecl srea.t. CJ"fId1t. upoa. hS"nolt cd t.b. lJN.tecl stat'.cs Air Fo~. 

-----_._--_.-_ .. __ .---------._,._--------, .. 
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CITATIOU TO ACCOHPANY ruE AWARD OF 

'l'!l& DISTlliGUISHED FLYING CSOSS 

(l"IRS!l OAK lSAF CWSTm) 

ro 

CHARLES J. !{ZADOW 

JI.aJor Cbarlos J. V.eadow diBUngu1shod Iilinselt by axtraor­
d.in4l'7 achievement while participating in aerial. tlle;ht lIB a 
UC-t2,3 Pilot at Phouc V1nh Air Ilaso. Hepubl1c of Viotnam. on 7 
I!arch 1908. On that date. while transporting combat essential .. -
cargo. anl1 just atter landing • Phouc Vinh Air Base came under 
hostile IllQrtar attack. Despite the hazards involved. l1ajor 
~aliOlt calmly and protesslonall.y assisted in the rapid of!load 
ot hi. cargo. and the onloa~ of a lnrge nU!l1ber ot Vietnamese 
wollll!n and chilc:lron who were awaitinG evacuation. As mortar rounds 
continued to fall nearby. he then taxied out and made a eato 
takeott. thereb,y extracting his passengers and crew. and a 
valuable aircraft. trom th1a axt:re:uelJ' hazardous situation. The 
prote.donal competence. aerial skill and 4ewtion to duv 418-
pl.a¥eci b;y KaJor Mealiow retloct great credit upon himself anc1 the 
United stat .. A1r Force • 

• 

------------------------------- . 


