P B “RANCH HAND HISTORY PROJECT
A Form No. v 5 6 1
Please type or use pen to provide the requested information, This data will be used

for the Ranch Hand History Project and then placed in the Archives at Texas A&M. It is
your information. TIf you wish to restrict any part of this materlal, please indicateso:

T hereby authorize the scholarly uss of the following information, except as indicated.

MEEKINS, Roser P IS pov g1
Name (last first middle ' signature date

--—---uu-———-----——--—--‘-—-—-—-mnau—--——--—-——

Specific Information

Please answer the following questions in the spaces provided. Be specific,
BIEN HOA

1. Ranch Hand service: From A V¢ ég to AU éf  . Where? DA MANG- PHMR&W-
2, RH/C-123 training:; Where/when? SUM/"V57E l‘?kg/ /HU/QL,!SUIQT

3. Rank while in RH? MATIR Present{rotired ranky {7 v (0L
' CIVIE- AeTion © FFicER

4. Duty(s) while in Ranch? SO, TRASH J1ibwiné- /;)um dates? A& S Aup LF
5. Other Vietnam service? Where/when? MRI6US— SAC. TAVKER Plior

6. If aircrew meﬁbér:

_ | y
a. Number of missions: RH H[L Other (specify) 234 : OMBA
: _ o

b. Combat flying hours: RH 230,49 _ Other (specify) 168.9 ? %55

Narrative Information

On a separate sheet(s) of paper, please answer the following questions with as much
detall as possible. Write too much, rather than too little. Use names and dates, if
possible. If you want a name "blacked out"” before this goes in the archives, just

~¢ircle the name, On the sheets, indicate the number of the question you are answering,
and put your last name and the form number in the upper right-hand corner of each sheet.

7. Special missions/operations participated in? (name, when, where, what, who else)

8. Decorations? (If Purple Heart, DFC, or above, give date and details of the aot. If
you have a copy of the narrative justifying the medal, please attach a copy. )}

9. Were you present during an attack against the base, Ranch site, or quarters? [xplain.
10, Were you present when a Ranch aircraft was shot down or crashed? Give all details.

11. Were you present when a Ranch crew member was killed or wounded? Give as much data
&3 possible, even if you didn't directly qbserve Lt or dre not sure of date or names.

12, Did you ever see or repair unusuasl battle damage (more than routine skin holes)?
13. Did you ever help plan RH missions? If sb, what was the procedure?

14, How did.you get into the Ranch? What did you know about the mission beforehand?
15, What were you told about the chemicals used? In Vietnam? Before Vietnam?

16, Other than something already discussed (or going home), what is your happlest
- memory of the Ranch (or Vietnem)? What is your unhapplest (saddest)?

17. What unusual, odd~ball, welrd, fumny, etc., thing happened to you in VN or training?
18, Same as question 17, but you saw it happen to another person(s).
19. What were your quarters like? Your routine day? Your parties? Anything else?

20, We know that the Ranch was unique, What should I tell the reader that will help hinm
understand why this was a specisl outfit of special people? What or who should T
not talk about?

.Other data: Do you have any good pictures (especially of RH members), any journsls, notes,

- - dlaries, letters, briefing notes, maps, etc., that I could copy? " If so, DO NOT SEND
THEM with this form. Repeat...DO NOT SEND THEM!I1!! Describe the items on a separate
piece of paper, with your name and form number on it. I will write and give you
instructions on when to send them, or how to get them copied, at a later date, All
materials will be proteeted and returned to you!i! Thank you for your help and time,

Please return this form and the narrative sheets in the enclosed envelope to Texas A%M,



‘@

ROGER P. MEEKI
President

Su
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Incorporated

ROUTE ONE, BOX 866
MANTEQ, NORTH CAROLINA 27954

NS

1.
8.

Q.

10.
11,
1z2.

13.

14,
15,

16.

17.
&
18,

lament to Ranch Hand Info:
Unknown

3 DFO, 25Apr69/22Tunb9/7Tulé9; 6 Alr Medals; RVN Honor Medal
First Class, 11 Dec 69; Presidential Unit Citation 600t69;
RVN Gallantry Cross with Pelm 25Augbé9; RVN Senior Pilot
Wings 12Apré9. |

Yes, on numerous occasions, We donned the flak Jéoketl
and went to shelters during rocket attacks. :

No.
No,

NAX TYes. Leaking fuel cell, broken spray lines, flat
tire, broken hydraulle lines.

Yes, On at least two cocasions went to Provinclal Headquarters
to oconsult with Vietnamese officlala on areas to be targeted.
Normal flight planning from then on, coordinated with
scheduling. '

Asslgned, Xnew nothing about 1t until then.

Wes told nothing about the chemiocals concerning hamards to
human heslth., We were told the ohemloal oompositlon, I
‘belleve, but that meant 1ittle to me.

One of the most rewardlng experiences was our asslstance to
the Phouo Loo Tho Buddhist orphanage, looated between Blen
Hoa and Selgon, and our communicatiomx with the ménks and
older students. (have some slides of this operation, in
35mm, oolor)

Had dilfficulty getting "offlolal™ permissicn from the dlstrict
water authority to tap & supply line to provide water to the
orphenage. 80 we dld 1t the"Ameriocan Way--~Just simply dug

a ditoh, tapped the plpe, drove 1t under the road and gave

them water anyway.

19.
20,

Regular hootoh. ZEerly to bed, early to rise,

The Ranoh wes extreordinarily strong on esprit-de-corps--
the most I experlenced in my 20~-yesr oareer. It was a
group of multi-engine alrplane crews who flew these maohines
‘1like fighters. _

I am currently a full-time graduate student at N. C. State University |

working on degree of Master of Technology for International Development.
Next year mey have more time for lonzer details 1f atill naadad .



