
RANCH HAND HISTORI PROJmcT 
Form No. __ 7 ... 6 .. 6 .... 6 __ 

Please type or use pen to provide the requ .. tld information. 'l'h1.. data will. b. unci 
for the Ranch Hand History Project and thin plaold in thl Arohiv •• at Tex •• AiM. %t t. 
your information. If you wish to restrict a~ part of thi. material, pll.,1 indioAte.o. 

I hereby authorize the scholarly us~ of th~ following intormation, exoept ., indiaat.d. 

±'tnt middle - -- - - . . --- . --. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Specific Information 

Please answer the following questions in the .paoe. provided. Ell .p.aitio. {g;('v H 0 t4 
,/' ,// _ f).<ttJlJ.tJ4. 

L Ranch Hand service I From 111./% I 'frete to G'tJL r /'f 67. Where? '1hJ'.,fo utJjlli 
(i, tj}~1< fI-,c2 I? :t 

RH/C-123 training I Where/when? rj£l..p lT~A\1tv,v/-VG. flVgff'6 AI<Gfl(rr/UpcJ'1:tr,~N';J 2. 

3. Rank while in RH? 11$ ~ f Present/retired. rank? .... ft~.g"f?J./~. ____ _ 
/II.. . , 

4. 

5. 

6. 

Duty(s) While in Ranch? i'C ffl.cUIIl.llC .$0Pti2.VI,sIJ I'{ date.? l1"o/,I?f,f 'To 1v~YJ'?~7 , 
Other Vietnam service? Where/when? 4,;0 AJ)£ 

If aircrew memberl 
a. Number of missionsl RH Other (.pecify) 
b. Combat flying hours I RH Other (specify) 

Narrative Information 
On a separate sheet(s) of paper, please answer the following que.tion. With a. much 

detail as possible. Write too much, rather than too little. UII name. and dati'. it 
possible. If you want a naiii'e""bl&c'ked out" be'fc)r81.'his goes in the archive., just 
circle the name. On the sheets, indicate the number of the queltion you are anlwering. 
and put your last name and the form number in the upper right-hand corner of each .heet. 

7. Special missions/operations participated in? (name. When, where, what, who elle) 
8. Decorations? (If Purple Heart, DFC, or above, give date and details of the aot. It 

you have a copy of the ,narrative justifying the medal, please attach a copy.) 

9. Were you present during an attack against the base, Ranch Site, or quarters? Explain. 

10. Were you present when a Ranch airoraft was shot down or crashed? Give all details. 
11. Were you present when a Ranch crew member was killed or wounded? Give as much data 

as pOSSible, even if you didn't directly ~bserve it or are not sure of date or names. 

12. Did you ever see or repair unusual battle damage (more than routine skin holes)? 

13. Did you ever help plan RH missions? If so, what was the procedure? 
14. How did you get into the Ranch? What did you know about the mission beforehand? 

15. What were you told about the chemicals used? In Vietnam? Before Vietnam? 
16. Other than something already discussed (or going home), what is your happiest 

memory of the Ranch (or Vietnam)? What is your unhappiest (saddest)? 

17. What unusual, odd-ball, weird, funny, etc., thing happened to you in VN or training? 
18. Same as question 17. but you saw it happen to another person(s). 
19. What were your quarters like? Your routine day? Your parties? Anything else? 

20. We know that the Ranch was unique. What should I tell the reader that will help him 
understand why this was a special outfit of special peoplel What or who should I 
not talk about? 

Other datal Do you have any good pictures (especially of RH members), a~ journals. notes, 
diaries, letters, briefing notes, maps, etc •• that I could oopy? If so, .!2Q.!QI ~ 
THEM with this form. Repeat ••• DO NOT SEND THEMIIIII Describe the items on a separate 
piece of paper, with your name and~rDiiltimber on it. I will write and give you 
instructions on when to send them, or how to get them copied, at a later date. All 
materials will be protested and returned to youlll Thank you for your help and time. 

Please return this form and the narrative sheets in the enclosed envelope to Texas A&M. 
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The Majorityof my time spent with Ranch Hand Vei t Il.om was spent atDaNanq; 
0101.r forward operating base of the time. As" I remember I left Ton SonNul t 

• Air Ball'iEl first part of Sept. 1966 a"ld returned to Ton SonNuht the latter 
part of November 1966. The entire orgainization moved from 'IlonS'mNuht to 
Bien-Hoathe early part of Deoem':er 1966. I remained ,at Bein Hoa until the 
latter part of January 1967, Iltd x!Xu:knJl:OC-Ilt:t wl:j.en, I returned, dslS DaNang and 
remained t'here until 9 ijune 1967, whl"luI rEi,turned,to Bein Hoa. I left Bein 
Hoa ti'le latt':,r part of, Jul'" 1967 for the states. -
" When I first went to Da1)fang things were rather primitive our herbioide 
storage consisted of 1000 gallon tanks andpumps an,d engin,es used I presume 
iri early aircraft. The old -100012: gallon tanks pumped the herb~oide direotly 
i'lto t!"le tanks installed en the spraying rigs. Later of oourse we reoieved 
9009 eena9Msa ~IfJF;\;!3;:lle" 5000 gallon eondemed portable refuellbng rigs whioh 
were manifolded with 4 inoh Centrifugal pumps. Herbicide was s"ipc>ed from 
the states in 55 gallon barrels t"len transferred to the ;500,012: gallon tanlc!3 
for storage prior to being pumped on the spraying rigs. .. . 

Most of the herbicide used wa;s 24,D 24D5T whic 11, was herblmde "Orange" 
also we 'Used Tordon 101 a brush killer. We alBo used, a for]!'! of 1 iquid 
Atrazene, it was aaed for killing Small lfladed plants whmch als.o inoluded 
ri oe and buffalo g:rass,and the' likepl,an ts ., : ' 

'I gid not know lfIuoh abOut RandbHand bEl;f'oregetti.ng into the orgaiza~io 
in Veit Nom'. A mot of what Ilea):ned about t1;J.e:operation I lea;rnea, from 
Lt. Col. Robert Dennis, a graduate of Arizona Un;\, varSity. I' mtalking about 
about herbioides their apDlloations. Unless you worked before wtth 
herbi1fcides you would not really understand. 

, wgenever I uti:! DaNang :I.t was uaaUy for the purpose of repairing 
b'~ttle damaged aircrat''t •. On one occasini. it includ~\l.a main gee.rt~re 
and wheel ,assy •. ~ydroli,G sys repair, anenplJ-ti! ehe,nge, ~nd. Pcrop remqval 
and, r,einstal1at~6n on the aircraft. Wbenever tbts oCr'ureda;1:; Phu Bail 
usually got the ~ea Bees st!j.tioned nearby ~o bri l1g the he8r''Y equipment 
1:;0 speed. up tp.e ~ob as thfly wpll11id ,1'1-9t ).ett US. wo,rk: l"-~, night' wi th :j.lghts 
at that location. One airoraft I recovel;'ed, was., froIU .. a bMe' up in the 
northwest corner of .Vei t Nom up near tli:~l)M~. We landed on a,J? S. P. 
runway it was almost like, riding ,a roUer .coaster. The aircraft I,' 
recihvered had.,thElpropc~nreplen1:;ishi:rig Hlb.e.severed from ground fire 
making it, imPbssible1:;oreplfill1tish fJ;'om the engine oil tank an¢[ also , 
loose oil .out off the prop ,Qan,t I found a replaoement 1 i.ne recharged dsh,e 
prop on the ground. We were ,s~]lposed to Fuction/!.l Ohe?k fUght the 
airoraft but we loaded it with Martnes and headed back, to DaNang 

I remember I had a hard time in Vei t Nom I was 40 years old at' 
the time ,t,ere was a lot of. walking b.elng done., to get frolnone lJ;1qation~, 
or the other. They finally dl,d, get us a pickup truok to,dri'Vetha:t, ' 
helped quite considerably. I remembe,rthe.name"Pappy"g,iventhl' Older, ' ' 
troopa, so I got the name right. along wi tel aiIlother MSgi;:.who waso.p'-f.[lf;t.;t}~ 
st~tus. The other ~'J?aj>py" he-d,hl,s ,problems"hew,a,s p;t·ef;l.ighti'ng)~,::kl!t;,::'.':5c" 
as,signed aircraft one morning ''''it tl:le wrongswitoh and,starteo,@:Pra;\ring, ' 
tlle ramp, needless to say he was kidded ,abou,t,,!;"at for q",,1'\;e 'some:time. ' 
There was one oce-sion when Col Denhis hit the dump vaJ,.ve $w.iiiC1land ", 
dU1l!lped.a load on a Rubber plantation this ocoured tnfli,ll;ht ,o:foourse. 

I ;t:'emb,er ,Qtleocasion it was, in June 1967 a1:; D~T~ga, })ouple of, t"',e 
orew chie!:s ,g!?~i; a bit a,mbitious, they aquired f tvlopoi:q:tS'6v$nfi ve white 
.phosporous launching tubas and mountllddone a:ttherear,i3~;de doors of one 
of thcspraA'ing rigs •. The tube,S were aimed, baq)i:wa,rds.an\i down at approxi­
mately 30 degree angle" tbey c01!lpleied ,tuis " jobimeafternpo:nand the . 
next morning they took off on a mission they f,±l1edpo':t;n,qf>therookEi/tttibes 
as. th~YPU;!.le.d~p off the sprays4.,~e, I' bet th'$re were'!'some su~pJ;'ised 

.' Ve:).t Cong. ,\verptated baok t.o Bei,n JIbe" ~l,fteI'that,e,nd1!hen we got baok 
Cmsgt J?en2ier~ola, the crew chi<;l:f' t.o;I;e,Kei~oU the airplane :t mea:n the 
Rocket launoh1:ng tubes ~nd get.A..F;L.q~.a~f'rov~~ on the, i.dea. , 



, 

. .... ..' U .: 
.. Wh.el'l I got. back toP,eiriHoaI"aSked: my.bo'ss .CW!egtpenzer wlit'at he wanted ~ 

1)1e t.o do from Suni'l to .-the latter part of Jul~;my rotation. date .• , He told me 
I not. going tQ <;tssig.tl.you to a job you will find something to do and<I usally 
did there w<).s pleinty of work,a;'d it did make the timego.·. . ... ' . 

I did not get in on the 0-123 It mod.els all my work was onthe 0.:.123B 
models. The design. gross wei:ghttak~l a.!f· weigh.~ was 54-,000 but alat of .the 
time they took 6ffweighing in at 59000 pounds. I have got off the ground 
at neal; 620000 lbs. The airoraft got mistreated a bi.t~ Along. with these . 
gros~ i~ieghts, < there was one thtng that ha~to. worl, on ouratr.oraft and that 
w~s. thew<;tter l.njection systems on the .engmes t8,at of.. ooursedue to , 
aMi tional'pOwl!1X' availa;\Jle with water :!injeotion operational. Some ·of··o:uJl' 
sister organiz,atiMs had waterinjeotion oanniblized off their. :;Lirplanes 
to install on ours. . . 
'. I did e:)Ctensive-wo:t-k in trouble shooting water pumps, herbicide pumps 

and the. spray j;lplps installed on the airOraft I had.eomeexpierenoe. in 
oivi.anlifeprior :to mili tax-yo ,.' .' .... ... ' . 

I saiNa lot of things happen. things Tike .oneocasio:JJli' I was'loo.king down 
tp.e:f~mp at Dal'l;ang all of . a sudden ltwent'downl onM'le'wing,and~rownd looped 
the al:fpra,n~ Wl:i:8 .~' AC:-4-7gu.nshlbp. On one'oecasiolllat BeinHoa bl:!forl:! gOing 
home a F,..106F model 'rj):ri off the rUnway rolled; oVe.I> ups.i,.dedil)wn in a1.arge 
di toh wi t1;1 water. '()ne.' of the piJ:ots i.rithef;.lOO dro·wned ashe pani.el~€d .. 
and took off hi'E£o:iy mask the other one· survived as he'·ke.pt "on hi:s oxy •. 
maStk. ,- ,,;' ':'<' ,'" '~';', '(" .h.r~>: '> •• (~" • '.: :,' 

" W4i~e ~t D~n<;tng we had: somEl dLt'n.cul ty getti,J;l,g ap'U~ley p:t:acket.i t 
was \in 1;'b.E!?9ntroll cable sa ctiq.:q. reirl-rVl'i,ng of Qne9f9).lr spray ships •. .A 
tfiachani.~( fro111. one of paten:\; l1'!a~n:t.enance i:?u,tfi t!;!,y;oltlfl.tiered to get i tof'f.a 
wreoke4 J,23at~:fowardoperat1oli,.b$,ge. Whl:!i1 tl:\\!1Y)~Qt.~h~fr'e· spe~;!.al ;\'or~e~ 
told 41111 1;Qjmter theql.ircra:f't from .the·l.eft, l;'§a;t;' ~oor,a:tJd.'.e:ld't tMa:l,rqraft 
the same': Pl. 1"I,0e. t1;\.·. e .. mehan .. J. ci Jorg .. ·.~ot .. ;1:1 ..... ; .. ~. ". e ... 1.f .. ;'8.:. n.,~.·.Il. ~:t'. :t' ... f9T .. w. a .. r~d. ().or.i. and. );I. l ..• ~wbff one foot on a,.1:J09PY trap. Prettye~penl;ihe. pulley'Qracket; ~yt,e pulley,br~cket 
took ground ;fire 9n :t'ine,l at Danang. ...' ;'., .'..... . ...,' 

"Patches"wasarround );he'earl~ \'lajfS at Tol:J.Sonhut b'Ut fta,Uy left.to· 
go to IRAN wi,chWa's atTai'N~n .FQ:t:'J1lo.sa at the time~Whrn wel£9t. tlll:!.,e,~lll~~ne 
back elle looked 11~e rthEi.d.~y phecome froll). Fa;!.rchi1dlu.rcra~·~,~>we1j,S.~~;. 

"Patcp.es" f.O. r sP. read.i.n. gMa .. ~ .. ~jth .. . iP ... A a ... n ...... '.i. nFJ6 ...... c .. t •.. lC.1'.A!?to. k.i.l. 1 ...... th. ' .• ~.' .. ·W .. ~.'.~. ' .... !J: ... 1< .. t ... i· ... ·.i~~~f:·,.:· •. : they even got the !lt$.l:k~ngp~rds,:\to Mlpth~enemy to ste.;ps:o.oo'\1~nla;¥'. 
"Patches"be.eause all 'S{l.eW$.l;.·~~:LrJ.~ U~r.df(f)F.!ls~.;pr$.¥ing tp.e.m;~sq?-lt,@;~..,/;x;.. . 

The latter' part,. of ~J;lnlji 1~.61\,?p.11\1l1g wai3 '. UM9:J:' hnr),vy ;Eto.'¢~Fr~~.J'J;·I/l;:J:ck f01F 
F 4- 1 S 2 C 130 .. , ..... , d ·m··g'~"'·;·(··'··r,·· '. "ri' • ..... '··'rr {f"h.i./.'I'·l·"' .... D .. "10' 

... 
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,filhlE>ld~. hilh difrt. 0;:. sand.MoEl~~~ttJ.,t~e., ~~f,9r~tt:.l1fl~.e~~~:t:~ . ~,~E!".8~ .. ~i1'R:ar .. c QJlJ.y 
muc ~",:,g(?r, course.· '. . . . " ...... ,'.' 
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III . ~ 
,UneatDaNang was the light carts, portable generaUngun1ts, that had 

•. the mercury vaporligl1ts installed that could bEl elevated 'by. hand drank: 
on the. top of the units. I remember O.S. I. Mr Force looked for and ~ound 
most of the uni ts in Army and Marine outposts and they,were being used for 
the purpose of lighting the arma at night. It was an el;l;sysi ttuationthen 
of defending an area, however we had a beck of a t.ime working without the 
portable lighting units on the flight Hne. 

. While at DaNangI stored all .contaminated herbicide in the old 1000 
gallon air.craft tanks, I would load .the tank on a truck with a forklift 
ahd. they would borroy.' the ri.g for spraying thei:r a rea, 'they usally got 

. pretty good kill as't usally conta1ned3 types of herbiCide in the pure 
form. 

It was haril. to keepairqraft clean the herbicide got on the skin of 
the air.craft and it acted like paint remoVer, so it. took a lot of water 
and soap to keep things clean. we used Em old 2,500 gallon trailler formerly 
used for, refueling for the purpose of hauling the walller, which came from 
lalce Danang at the south end of the base. We did have a',card Ume getUng 
a tractcr to pull the trailler with so Sgt Lacey to])kme't) the O.I.C. of 
the motor pool at DaNang and s.aidfurnish us with a driver. or furn:i{!l:n 
a license to my man for tpe purpose so I got a <J,rtversI:\. c'ense tQdrive 
a 1bwinscrew tractor so we could get. the washi.n"'done.. . 
Things ilsuallY got"done' that way inYeit Nom, S.o much to do and 'so much 
-qime to /1:$t it done in.While at DANang I worked for SMs~t :r,.a.cey and 
vi.~ked with .Mggt marlin Ricktelt'a,nd TsgtWilmer BYer" W1J:o'l\Mie M/:iat at 
D an .. g •.. Wh. e .. nI.firs.t go.·ttnto.theOrgai~ati.o.n I worke.d."f.1I1 .. ,.ar.Ma. jD. ::resser 
L • Col.Ro'\;>ert~ DeruUs. My N.e.o.I.C. 0 co,urse most of the timE! was 
Cmsgt fihilllbppenzer. ".,. ". '. . 


