' Fen #7 “RANCH HAYD HISTORY PROJECT |
vi : Form No, -7,,6, '6__6__

Please type or use pen to provide the r.ﬁuoltod information, This data will be used
for the Ranch Hand History Project and then placed in the Archives at Texas A&M, It 1s
your information. If you wish to restrict any part of this material, please indisatese;

I hereby authorize the scholarly use of ths following information, axoept as indicated,
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Specific Information

Please answer the following gquestions in the spaces provided, Be apeoifie, Zi&v Hort

_ . - MANG,
1. Rsnch.Hand service: From /74/64 /’féé to JkY /767, Where? B SovMWiE -

) K prL 4
2, RH/C-123 training: Where/when? f/LLp VRBIMA IMVG FlG (766 cmmwffmy

3.' Rank while in RH? #18 @f Present/retired rank? M-J?zf?

4, Duty(s) while in Ranch? '%’ i‘ZECﬁMV{:’—‘. S‘o'ponU}.so I datest _vg /26 é o Jury 967

5. Other Vietnam service? Where/whén? Lo VE

6. If aircrew member:
a. Number of missions: RH Other (specify)
b. Combat flying hours: RH Other (specify)

Narrative Information

On a separate sheet(s) of paper, plesse answer the following guestions with as much
detail as possible. Write too much, rather than too little, Uss names and dates, if
possible, If you want & name “biacked out” before this goes in the archives, just
circle the name.  On the sheets, indicate the number of the question you are answering,
and put your last name and the form number in the upper right-hand corner of each sheet.

7. Special missions/operations participated in? (name, when, whers, what, who elss)

8. Decorations? (If Purple Heart, DFC, or above, give date and details of the aot, If
you have a copy of the narrative justifying the medal, please attach a copy.) :

9. Were you present during an attack against the base, Ranch site, or guartera? [Explain,
10. Were you prasent when a Ranch aircraft was shot down or crashed? Give all details.

11, Were you present when a Ranch crew member was killed or woundedi Give as much data
as possible, even if you didn't directly observe it or are not sure of date or names,

12, Did you ever see or repﬁir unusual battle demage (more than routine skin holes)?
13. Did you ever help pian RH.missions? If so, what was the procedure?

14,  How did.you get into the.Ranch? What did you know about the mission beforshand?
15, What were you told about the chemicals used? In Vietnam? Before Vietnam?

16. Other than something already discussed (or going home), what is your happiest
memory of the Ranch (or Vietnam)? What is your unhappiest (saddest)?

17. What unusual, odd-bsll, weird, fumny, etc., thing happened to you in VN or training?
18. Same as question 17, but you saw it happen to another person(s).
19, What were your quarters like? Your routine day? Your parties? Anything else?

20, We know that the Ranch was unique, What should I tell the reader that will help him
understand why this was & special outfit of special peoplel What or who should T
not talk about?

Other data: Do you have any good pilctures (especially of RH members), any journals, notes,

- diaries, letters, brlefing notes, maps, etc,, that I could copy? If so, DO NOT SEND
THEM with this form, Repeat...DO NOT SEND THEMI!t!! Describe the items on a separate
plece of paper, with your name and form number on it. I will write and give you
instructions on when to send them, or how to get them copied, at a later date., All
materials will be proteeted and returned to you!!l Thank you for your help and time.

Please return this form and the narrative shests in the enclosed.envelopa_to Texas A&M.
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. _______________________________________________________________________
+4yof my time spent with Ranch Hand Velt Mom was spent atDaNang
%%ir¥%%%g¥gyopergting bhase of-the time, As® I remember I left Ton SonNuit
+  Kir-Base first part of Sept. 1966 and returned to Ton SonNuht the latter
part of Wovember 1966. The entire orgainization moved from Bon3-nNuht to
. Bien-Hoathe early part of Decemuer 1966, I remained at Bein Hoa until fthe
latter part of Jamuary 1967, smit xsxginmed zk when I returned &f Dalang and
remained there until 9 June 1967, when T returned to Bein Hoa. I left-Bein
Hoa the latter part of  Julw 1967 for the states. fo )
- “Wnen I first went to DaVang things were rather primitive our herbicide
storage ¢éonsisted of 1000 gallon tanks andpumps and englnes useg_I_p?esume
1# early aircraft. The old 1000& gallon tanks pumped the herblcide directly
into the tanks installed en the spraying rigs. Later-of course-we recleved
Seoerecondomed—poebsable, 5000 gallon ¢ondemed portable refuelbny wigs which.
were manifolded with 4 ineh Céntrifugal pumps. Herbicide was s»ipwed from-
the states in 55 gallon barrels then transferred to the 5000& gallon tanks .
for storage prior to being pumped on the spraylng rigs. - . .
Most of the herblclde used mag 24D 24D5T whiel was herbicide "Orange"
also we used Tordon 101 & brush killer. We also used-a form of liguid -
Atrazene, it was mmed for killinkg small bladed plants which also included
~rice and buffalo grass and the-like plants. = o R _ |
~ T -81d not kmow much about RandhHand before getting Into the orgalzatio
in Veit Nomi A dot of what I learmed about the-operation I learned from
Lt. Col. Robert Demmnis, a graduate of Arizona University, ;'m,tglklng about
bout herbicides thelr aprlications. Unless you worked before with .
herbi%}cides you wolhld not reéally understand. ‘

§ Wgenever I 16ft DaNang it was umally for the purpose of repairing
battle damaged aircraft, On one occagsio it included a main gear tire
and wheel .agsy. hydrolie sys repair, an-enghne chenge and prop removal
and -reingtallatién on the alrcraft. Whenever this oemired gt Phu Bai. I _
usually got .‘the Sea Bees stationed neaxby to bring the heavy equipment -

- %o speed up the job as they woldd nqt let ue work at right with lights
at that locatlion. One alrcraft I recovered was from. a base up in the «. =
northwest cornexr of Veit Wom up near the IMZ. We landed on a'P, 3. P,
runway 1t was almost like riding.a roller ¢oaster. The alrecraft I ..
rechvered. had.the prop cén replentishing 1lhe severed from groimd fire
making it lmpossible to replentish from the engine oil tank and also .
loose oll out of the prop ecan, T found a replacement line recharged she'

prop on the ground. We were sypposed to TFuctional Cheek flight the -
alrerdft but we loaded it with Marines and headed back. to DaNang o
I remember I had a hard time In Veit Wom I was 40 years old at J
the time, trere was a lot of walking being dene to.get from. one lgcation™ .
or the other, They finally did get us a plckup truck to drive that’ ~— -
helped quite conslderably. I remember the name "Pappy" ‘given. the sTder. .
troopd, so I got the name right along with abother MSgt, ‘who was én {13
status. The other "Pappy" had his problems,, he was preflighting ni
asplgned . aireraft one morning »it the wrong ‘swifch and tarted gpra-
the ramp, needless to say he was kidded about that for gquite ‘sometime
There was one ocasion when Col Dennls hit the dump valve awiteh and
dumped a load on-a Rubber plantation this occured in flight of course,
. I rember one ocasion it wag in June 1967 at DaNeng 2, couple of the
' crew chiefsm got a bit ambitious, they aquired 2. two point sevenfive white
phogporous, Launching tubss and mounédd one at ‘the rear .gideé doors of one
of thcgsprqying rigs.. The tubes were gimed: backwards end down at approxl-
mately 30 degree angle, they compleded this job dhe afternoon and the - . ‘
next mornlng they took off on a misslon they fhréd both of the rocket tubes
as they pulled up off-the spray.site, I'bet tlere were‘some surprised
- Velt Cong, We .rptated back to Bein Hoa after that, and ghen we got back
Cmsgt Penzer,told]thg;crew:chief_towﬁakefitﬁofffthe;air@laneﬁi mean the
Rocket launching tubés and gﬁt”AgF;L}G&{éﬂblanlgvon'the'Ldea-;;;" |

’ g .
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; When I g0t back: to Reinﬂoa I aﬁke& my boés CMsgt Penzer what he wanted -
ne to -do . from Juné to the latter part of July my rotation date. He told me.

T not going tq a551gn ‘vou to’ a job you will find something: to. do. and -T usaliv
did’ there was plénty of work, and 1t dld make the time goe -

T a1d not- get in on the C-123 K models all my work was onthe C~123 B.
models. The deslgn gross weight’ take off welght was 54,000 but a’ 1ot of the
time thev took ‘6ff weighing in at 59000 -pounds. I have got: off the ground.
at néar 620008 1bs. The aircraft: got mistreated a biti Along w ‘th these |

gross Wwieghts, there wag one thing that had - to work on our: alreraft and that

““_ qu the water injection sygtens on theé engines that of courase-dus to ;o

additLonal poweT available with water finjectlon operational- Somé. of -ouxy.
sister organizations had water injection canndblized off thEIT airplanes:
to install on ours, :
. T dla extensive: work in trouble shooting" water pumps, herb101de pumps
ard theée. spray Emmps ingtalled on the a:reraf% T had some explerence in
civian 1ife prior to military.

- ' T.saw a lot of thinge happen things 1ike one ocasion: T was 100V1ng down
the .ramp at Danang all of a sudden. it went dow! on wae wing and grownd looped
‘the alrplane wals a' AC- 47gunshhp. on oné occasion at Bein Hoa before golng -
nome a F=100F model Tun off" the runway rodled: oyer upside down in a narge s
diteh with water. ®me of thé pilots in the fwl100 drowned as he paniclked .
angktook off nis oXy mask the other onensurvived as he’ keptfon his OKV.‘v-
ma LR

I Wnile at Danang we had’ soma difficulty getting a pulley braoket 1t
was&in tHe gontroll cable section regr wing of one of our spray. ships. A . .
thachanie. from one of parent m&intenancé outfits voluntiared to.get 1% off s
wrecked 12% at. & foward operatliog base., When the'_ggt there’ gpeclal . forces o
told him, to enter the aireraft from the left’ re: déor, and exit the' Qraft
- the game’. plaoe the mehanic forgot.) imﬁelf and et forward door and_b; woff -
one foot omn.a booby trap. Pretty. ex penéﬁveﬂu_*lev bracket..mhe pullehﬂjraoket

took ground fire pn final “at Danang. . U

"Pa%ches"was arrournd the’early days. at: ToﬁSonhut but fiallv 1eft to
go to IRAN wich 'was.atb méiwan Formosa at the time.. When we yot ﬁhe*airg ane
back she.looked 1ike.the sy she come from. Fairechild Ai remf;g ey
"Patches“ for. spreadiny Malathion an’ inseoﬁicide to kill the'nm bagut
they even got the "talking birdsh.
"Patches"becanse all .she. was Dein

The latter part. ot %un 1967
P~/ plus 2 L-130, wixee .4 g
/In the” Eh‘f ”damauat D e
butby. Ahe Eime T heft ther@ g
,fill&d w;th dirt or sand. Mo
much largﬁr of ecou¥se, . E T
188 hard. to get resﬁu t

Ho. Help the enemy ‘to st@p'sho
g, aedf@r fa $praying. the [
nang: ws uhdnr hesoy

LIt '
type qu&r'exs that Wexe ain c@g& )
plio%s. The h _ a
a mile, from g , :
g6t . realy “_ e

.- Wheh, ~,£Lrst got t9, Dallan

I came back from Phu Bai,ana?th
my. sackand 1t was zainning and-w;
the day putting. anpfher t el

few months spent at De a;

‘pulldings with trahs

In juné or Jg& 196
unloaded the. 13%, alrow:
wiered “that 11%%% airpl

An P-4 with 750cluster B
6 inches between the conere

~ In March or April ol 1

‘stablelizers misslvig fleld

| the aicraft return d to Th




- ahd they would borrow the rig for spraying thelr-a rea, they usglly ot

" 14ne at DaNang was -the light carts, portable generating unlts, that had
" the mercury vapor lights ingtalled that could be elevated by hand drank -
ofi thé top of the units, I remember 0.8. I. Air Foree looked for and ‘ound
mogt of the units in Army and Marine outposts and they:were being used for
" the purpose of lighting the arta at nlght. Tt was an egsy sittuation then -
- of-defending an area, however we had a heck of a time working without the
- portable lighting units on the flight line, = - S o :
70 Wnile at DeNang I-stored all contamimeted herbiclde In the old 1000 -
gallon alrcéraft thnks, I would load the tank on a truck with a forklift

- pretty good kill:as it usally contalned 3 types of herblcide in the pure
. . It was hard to keep alrcraft clean the herblecide got on the skin of
- _the alrcraft and it acted like paint remower, so it took a lot .of water .
. “and soap to keep things clean, we -used an old 2,500 gallon. traglller formerly
used for.refueling for the purpose of hauling the wager, which came from
lake Denang at the south end of the base, We did have a ard time getting
a tractor to pull the tralller with so Sgt Lacey tobk me:t: the 0.I,Cs  of
the motor pool at DaNang and said furnish us with.a driver.or furnisgh .
~a license . to my men for the purpose so 1 got & driwvers license tg :drive -
g ¥win gcrew tractor so we .could get .the washime done, -~ .o . LT
- Things usually got“done‘that{Way_in;VéIt Nom;wso'much'to_dojandysogmuch“ﬁw,
ime to g4t 1t dome in,While at DANang I worlked for SMsgt Lacey and - S
-worked with Mggt marlin Rickter gnd Tsgt Wilmer Byers who malle Msat at
 DiNang, When I firgt got into the orgelzation I worked fmw Maj) Dresser: -
-~ L&, Col. Robert Deemis, My N.C.0.I+C. o course mogt of.

. ST he time was
Cmegt ﬁhilld:p Penzer. T




