
RANCH HAND HISTORY PROJECT 
Form No. '2' 6 8 7 • " Please type or use pen to provide the requested information. This data will be used 

for the Ranch Hand History Project and then placed in the Archives at Texas A&M. It is 
your information. If you wish to restrict any part of this material, please indicatesol 

I hereby authorize the scholarly use of th~ ~cept as indicated. 

Specific Information 

2. 

Please answer the following questions in th~paces provided. Be specific. 
/h J.. JI' I /'~D . 

Ranch Hand service: From/~//il(..3 to¢'0/.() Where? .::j'"#,::::.:..<I-Jt"",(1",-~=----
RH/C-123 training: Where/when? .cUal.C'IJ::.;~q.~~":....../:~lJr:....=;!:..-.,.I1t"-!-. __________ _ 

Rank while in RH? I'JtIl-r I j Present/retired rank? Ire (8r:Rfo/ 
Duty(s) while in Ranchfora-f Iftr'/O"I£} ~.tJ. .4 MP@C)dates?/¥II.(4)..; vo-(In 
Other Vietnam service? Where/when? _M.a.::.!:il'~..v.>!:'4~ ________________ _ 

3. 

4. 

.5. 

6. . If aircrew member I 

a. 

b. 

Number of missionsl 

Combat flying hours: 
RH 6'Wt'< 

RH M u 

Other (specify) _________ _ 

Other (specify) _________ _ 

Narrative Information 

On a separate sheet(s) of paper, please answer the following qu.estions with as much 
detail as possible. Write too much, rather than too little. Use names and dates, if 
possible. If you want a name "blacked out" beforethts goes in the archives, just 
circle the name. On the sheets, indicate the number of the question you are answering, 
and put your last name and the form number in the upper right-hand corner of each sheet. 

7. Special missions/operations participated in? (name, when, where, what, who else) 

8. Decorations? (If Purple Heart, DFC, or above, give date and details of the act. If 
you have a copy of the narrative justifying the medal, please attach a copy.) 

9. Were you present during an attack against the base, Ranch site, or quarters? Explain. 

10. Were you present when a Ranch aircraft was shot down or crashed? Give all details. 

11. Were you present when a Ranch crew member was killed or wounded? Give as much data 
as possible, even if you didn't directly ~bserve it or are not sure of date or names. 

12. Did you ever ne or repair unusual battle damage (more than routine skin holes)? 

13. Did you ever help plan RH missions? If so, what was the procedure? 

14. How did you get into the Ranch? What did you know about the mission beforehand? 

1.5. What were you told about the chemicals used? In Vietnam? Before Vietnam? 

16. Other than something already discussed (or going home), what is your happiest 
memory of the Ranch (or Vietnam)? What is your unhappiest (saddest)? 

17. What unusual, odd-ball, weird, funny, etc., thing happened to you in VN or training? 
18. Same as question 17, but you saw it happen to another person(s). 

19. What were your quarters like? Your routine day? Your parties? Anything else? 

20. We know that the Ranch was unique. What should I tell the reader that will help him 
understand why this was a special outfit of special peoplel What or who should I 
not talk about? 

Other data: Do you have any good pictures (espeCially of RH members), any journals, notes, 
diaries, letters, briefing notes, maps, etc., that I could copy? If so, J2Q. HQ! ~ 
THEM with this form. Repeat ••• DO NOT SEND THEM!!!!! Describe the items on a separate 
piece of paper, with your name iitld~rDiiUim~on it. I will write and give you 
instructions on when to send them, or how to get them copied, at a later date. All 
materials will be protected and returned to you!!! Thank you for your help and time. 

Please return this. form and the narrative sheets in the enclosed envelope to Texas A&M. 



-----_ .. __ ._---_. __ ._------
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7. Initial flight to Viet Nam 12/61. After four (4) months in Viet Nam . and ready to return to U.S. to resume Aerial Spray Flights' normal operation, we were diverted ·by White House to lran to fight annual Locust infestation. Worked Iran and Afganistan foJ:' six (6) weeks, then returned to Langley AFB. First, and I believe the only 0-123 to fly around the world. See attached crew list and itinerary. 

10. & 11. See at·~ached statement. 

13. Very crude. Majority of missions were eingle aircraft. Coordinates were passed down by 2nd ADVON, giVEIll to the Navigator and we flew off into 1I1e "WiJ.:d Blue Yonder". Only one problem. Since all targets were approved by Washington, and thoARVN, the 1T .C. knew before we qid and"litd very nicely in setting up a reception committEle. 

14. Became a member of the 4500 Special Aerial Spray Flight (SASF), Langley AFB in May 1959. At that time we were flying 0-47' s and lJ-ZO's. Transi tioned to 0-12.3 in the Fall of· 1961. In October (1) of 1961, all members of SASF were asked (told) to volunteer for a special TDY of 120 days, destination unknown. We did have an idea where we were going because of certain happenings. i.e., Six 0-123' s were being modified at Harrisburg, Pa. capt. Mario cadori (ex.-member of SASP') at that time stationed in Korea had been sent TDY to Viet Nam to train the Viets to aerial spray. His lettere to us indicated the pr0-gram was impossible. 

15. We were told that the chemicals were toxic and that if exposed we should wash and change clothes. This was standard procedure for SASF. Working with 24D and 245T was considered no more dangerous than the chemicals we had worked with in the past, i.e. DDT, Malatlilion, Diobrom and Dieldren. 

16. The lI.appiest: (1) Flyin~ :lnto strange air#;!.elds and uaing the 0-123 as it was designed to be used, t2) Not knowing who owned the airfield, and after finding out the V.C. had. con~)l, letting out before ~ey got you, (3) Air dropping ice cream to the Special Forces in the jungle. Saddest: (1) leaving our Vietnamese friends behind with an uncertain future, (2) Having "Break-bone fever", and laying in bed for ;3 days wishing you would die. 

17. While flying target for an Jil-l02 one night we decided to get smart and duck under the radar to prove 1;hat we could penetrate undetected. While cruising along about 200 ft .. , 40 miles Ilouth of Saigon, we suddenly lost tho l.eft engine. We headed for Saig()n and fouhd we could climb only 100 ft. per minute with max power on the good <mgine. We leveled at 400 ft, rather than burn up the other engine. We found ()ut later that the prop did not feather. Cause: one 9 mm slug had taken out the throttlEI and prop control and penetrated the fuel line. 
19. The first two (2) weeks we lived in Tent City on the Tan Son Nhut. Then we moved to a two (2) bedroom apartment in Saigon with hot water. Saigon at that time ('61 & '62) was still known as the Paris of the Far East, and the living was nice and easy. The war was fought between 9 & 12 and 2 & 5, and Charlie bought just as many drinks as we did. The water was bad, but who needed it when 12 year old Ildvas was $2.00 a fifth. That should tell about the parties. 
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We even built our (~istmas tree out of bottles (have picture somehwere). 
The "anything else" cannot be printed. 

Routine D~: On spray mission days (which were not too often) we took off 
around 043 am, returned around 0800, debriefed and got home about 1200. 
On other days we went to w~rk around 0800, sat around until the powers to be 
deceided whether we would haul trash for our sister outfit, or pick up bodies 
that day. Normally we would be home around 1500 or 1600 hours, unless we had 
to fly night target for the 102's. 

There are a lot of other stories about Farm Gate and Ranch Hands, i.e. Command 
problems, maintenar:ce, lack of recognition, etc. Since I am only about 40 
miles down the road from you, maybe we eould get together. 

--_._ .. _--_.-----------
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OIl 1 Februar,y 1962 .):, Willi&m F. Robinson Jr., Captain, AO 3035534, acting 
Operation. Officor Cer 'facti.cal Air Force l'ralUILlOrt 'iqu.adron Provi.l.oDal No.1, 

, did Bctledule capt~linO ~rlllon and GI'ftVIIIS to fl;Y airor&ft 56 .. 4370 en the mom.1.ag 
of 2 tebruary Jy()2 .. ~ 0,;)0 lwul'l'l. ,The Squadron CQn~·n.and.r direct.eci e .. 1 February 
1962 the t t iu'ce a,i.rcro.i.'LI'()llld fl;f aerial spray '~railling mi. Ilion. the rolloWing 
m"rning. Cre,lE Iwre s(',iedu.le4 and netU'ied that afternoon' of the aut da;ya 
act:!.":, tiel. 

On 2 !1'ebrua.ry 1962 at 0730 heur. I briefed. Captains Larlren and Orove. ell their 
DI~.i,)~.,,(Jln. Captlli.n 11;1;rMn wall till be Aircraft CO\lllllander and fl;Y the left ... t. 
C"lJtain Groves w.s to /il.C'~ /loli oo-pilot and becalllle of hie upcrieace ia aer1&l 
spray ing he wa/ll to JSuplll:'Vi,,1II Del in.truct CaI?ta1n Lar... ell SI?I'I!oY t.eobaique •• 
The briefini containlfid the !oUeV1llc intol'lllAtion. 

Alta I Target R!I..a tWIIIg route 15. 
AL'rIl'I.IDI • l'l«l.i:nte1a 1.1;0 teet (lbeve tNes) 
AltlSl'gE.TJ I 130 kt •• (120 kt.. miIlinwla in tum.) 
l'Oid;;:{ ). ntN .. ;.'>300, )l1.xture - A~to lilloh. 
NIl'H~'OLD l'RI!:SS. To maintain 130 klll (120 kt. til t.1II'Ui) 

ERiline startin!{ and take-err va. aerlul witl) the exoeptl.n ef, JRy' • .u. I wu 
delayed. flftoOl'1 miautes byphotegraplle1"l w~ litt:t'e tel take pictlU'lJl ot area. we 
had previou8ly worked. ' 

At approximatley 0050 .hour. I Qre ... eI over RlI.-Bat 2,500 feet h ... diag $euth. 
All crew-m$!lbera Qbeervect aircraft 370 pertomill.g his mi. den a. briefed.. We 
continued to head South and t.lr!;'ee minutell later 8aw 'Imr third aircraft below 
ul!i heading tlln'tll. (In thll d:Lt'ecUQo, (J).t 370). 

w. turne>d to II hoo.dll'1g 01' Southwe.t at th(;lO tWOlh,Qf' !laria. AS,we levellfid out 
the clll-pilot (Capt () 1 Ke1l,y) called II1jf attenticm -1iG," C<i>lumn o£ lII1Ieke at IIII' 
three 0' clock pOII!J.tiQn. W. hoth had. th., __ 1.d.ea 01' what could: na,,- bap~ 
and headed imr"ediately fer the IIImoke with high power. It took U8 about ,t:l.ve 
minll~ee t<) r.ach the 1lX'ea M.d byt.hi.tillMtwellad det.ol'lnialfid the hleke Was ,jU8t 
North ef' 'fargct. 11.11-8. (VllfllTe MlIA1:rcrat't would be making hi. t.\u'nfer .... ther 
spril;if l"Ill'l). ASW'el appr'oaehe(( the South end et the target r notioed .... tber C-12.) 
in tl1.e JSlIIIIl!! area where 370 Imd been working. We ~eved this 'to be 370 and. 
felt quite l'\!)lillved that tne;rwore .till flying. , As weCnlaaed over, the other 
0-123 turned Ilbr"tly ill the direction ei' the fIIIleke alld .tartea a de.cud. I 
wall net oll11"e el'io'U(th to get the aircraft l\\IIIIber, so we decidecl to f.ll" to Bee 
what W8 causing the!! smOktllo OA the £irat t>4Bllll'Ve:t',atapPnlximately 800 to 
1000 feet, I ide1ltified s(,veral Vietflamese troops ,in the ,arM and. thought the 
wreckage wall a truck. dhon cowini around n~r a se,cond lJ&$$., I hear<i. the .ther 
C-123 ta:"kiDg to i'!l,r.Ls control (R.I1.da.r). We idetl~ll'iedthe other 0 .. 123 and then 
went in hI' Severu low "asaoa over the wreckage. w", ,recogll,izt;d tile tal.! oJ: a 
(j-123 and on t;le third or l'ourtb pas8 couldlUJc. out '~he "WIlber 70 .. t.he 
ruclder. 

~. 1 .r 2 ~ge. 

--------_. - -------:-----'---_._. 



Sace $\11' third 0 ... 12,3 ill t.he. uoeahad radio conta@ we remained lile.to. 
W. remained :tnthe Al'ea. 1'&1' .... thor tea minutu tben l"et.umed to oraa S. 
Nhut ~ landed. . 

WILLIAM Ii'. fWBINSOO JR ••. AO .30.3>534 
Captain, USAlf .. 

• 
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Lt. 001. William F. Robinson, Jr. 

Depart LF'I 

Arrive Pope, N.C. 

Depart Pope 

0945 hours 

1120 hours 

0815 hours 

Arrive Goorge, Cal. 
2305 hours 

Depart George 0815 hours 

ArJ:'ive Tl:'avis Cal. 1045 hours 

Depart 'I'J:'avis 2200 hours 

ArJ:'iV0 Hickam 

Depart Ilickam 

Arrive Johnston 

Depart Je>hnston 

Arl:'ive Wake ra. 
Depart Wake 

Is. 

1230 

0405 

0905 

1020 

1700 

1435 

l\ir:':;I.ve,,@del'son , (Guam) 
2055 

hours 

" , :(lapart Andel'sOn101O 

"Arrlvlil Clark, (l'hillipines) 
, , , 1840 

;',1' 

Depart Clar);;' 0930 

!\J:'riVe 
','i! 

l)ep~r~ 

Jlrrive 
"li:" 
Depart 

,J\;'rive 

Depart 

Arl:'ive 

.sai~on 

$aig?n 

Clark 

Cl,ark 

t3aigon 

Saigon 
,'·:r:r i .,:- ,:' 

Calcutta, 

l~JO 

, 2030 
0130 

1155 
1745 

1040 

India 
lSi55 

[)epart (Ja!cutta 0$25 

Arrl ve Karac~,Pak:i:i;t~ , 
1700 

Depar:b Karachi 0940 
Arl:'ive TehJ:''ll'lit ,IJ:'an 

1700 

," , 

QtJ:'. 

" 

" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 

No 

No 

Qtr. 

" 

" 
" 

11 

11 

No 

" 
Qtr. 
ii" ' 

No 

" 
I' 

" 
" 

" 

November 24, 1961 

NovembeJ:' 24, 1961 

November 28, 1961 

November 28, 1961 

November 29. 1961 

November 29, 1961 

Novembel' 30, 1961 

December 1,1 1961 ' 

December 3, 1961 

December 3, 1961 

December 3. 1961 

December 4, 1961 

DecembllJ:' 5. 1961 

DecempeJ:' 5, 1961 

B~celll~eJ:'<D, , 1961 
\," '. ',,< ",'" 

Decem1;>er,6, 1961 

tJe~e~bor22, 1961 

))ecembeJ:' 22, 1961 

December 26, 1961 

December 27, 1961 
":':11.::'<,;,'/," ::\ 

January 7, 1962 

January 7,1962 
M~$, '1962 ,',' 

, May 8, 1962, 

May 9~1962 

May 9, 196.2 

k~yiO; 1992 

May 10, 19p2 
i·:"'" 



Conlt 

Depart Tehran 0900 Hours No 
Arrive Kandahar.· Af'gani stan 

1.355 " 
Depart Kandahar 1025 n 

Arrive Kabul, Af'ganistan 
1200 " Depart Kabul 1050 " 

Arrive Kandahar 1250 ~ 

Depart Kandahar 08.35 n 

Arrive Te.llran 1.3.35 • 
Depart Tehran 06.30 " Arrive Instanbul 1405 n 

... Depart Istanbul 06.30 " Arrive Aviuo. Itllly 1430 'QtJ:'s 
Depart Aviano 10.35 " 
Arrive Chateauroux, France 

1455 n 

Depart Chate.auroux 1040 \,ltn 

Arrive Lajes,Az. 2000 " Depart Laj es 0800 " Arrive Harmon Nf.ld. 19.30 " 
D<;lpl!l"t HarmOn 08.30 n 

~ve Langley 1.320 . Home 

Robinson, William F. - Capt, MisBi()n Comdr. 
Hagerty, Charles - Capt. Aircraft Comdr. 

, Adkins, Bud - Pilot 
Hodgi~ ·John - 2nd Lt. Navigator 
Roe, Leon - T/Sgt '~ineer 
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, 
M/lY 25, 1962 

May 25, 1962 
May 28, 1962. 

May 28, 1962 
May 29, 196;2 
May 29, 1962 
l'!'1Im:e 1, 1962 
June 1, 1962 
June .2, 1962 
June 2, 1962 
June .3, 1962 
June .3, 1962 
June 4, 1962 

J'Une 4, 1962 
J'Une 7, 1962 
June 7, 1962 
June 9, 1962 
J'Une 9, 1962 
June 10, 1962 
June 10, 1962 




