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RANCH HAND HISTORY PROJJoc:T 7'136 
Form No. _'1..;.....,;'1;.....:;:;3-,ftu..._ 

Please type or use pen to provide the requested information. This data will be used 
for the Ranoh Hand History Projeot and then placed in the Archives at Texas A&M. It is 
your information. If you wish to restriot any part of this material, please indioatesol 

I hereby authorize the soholarly USe of th~ following information, except as indicated. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

first 
~ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Specific Information 

Please answer the following questions in the spaoes provided. Be speoifio. 
~ 

Ranch Hand servioe I From JAr! "~If to.1'" a Where? ,fl-:n 1/04 

RH/C-123 training I Where/when? as -[hiM::; - If'," 4.t 4 ..... , ':U. f 

Rank while in RH? .<;:.feJJ ,\<tJ§4trt Present/retired rank? --Z;4/..~:'!#'~~'-Irt"..,.J.::.I::'----

Duty( s) while in Ranoh? -/.F,:/,/I1i:1IAbd-~'-,E..c<'.j,'I:l!!"":JJ.ht:'::'''''''t~----- dates? ;r;,..,. - .'P.,lt 
Other Vietnam servioe? Where/when? /)1. 4'4~ -/?i 3 T/w; I&hl l1<'i 
If aircrew memberl 

a. Number of missionsl RH lit "1Qrox Other (specify) _________ _ 
b. Combat flying hours I RH _________ Other (specify) _________ _ 

Narrative Information 

On a separate sheet(s) of paper, please answer the following questions with as muoh 
detail as possible. Write too mUch, rather than too little. Use names and dates, if 
possible. If you want a name "hlaCked out" be?Orethts goes in the archives, just 
cirole the name. On the sheets, indioate the number of the question you are answering, 
and put your last name and the form number in the upper right-hand corner of each sheet. 

7. Speoial missions/operations partioipated in? (name, when, where, what, who else) 

8. Deoorations? (If .purple Heart. DFC, or above, give date and details of the act. If 
you have a oopy of the narrative justifying the medal, please attach a copy.) 

9. Were you present during an attack against the base, Ranch site, or quarters?l~p~~. 
10. Were you present when a Ranch aircraft was shot down or crashed? Give all details. 

11. Were you present when a Ranch crew member was killed or wounded? Give as much data 
as possible, even if you didn't directly ~bserve it or are not sure of date or names. 

12. Did you ever see or repair unusual battle damage (more than routine skin holes)? 

13. Did you ever help plan RH missions? If so, what was the prooedure? 

14. How did you get into the Ranch? What did you know about the mission beforehand? 

15. What were you told about the ohemioals used? In Vietnam? Before Vietnam? 

16. Other than something already discussed (or going home), what is your happiest 
memory of the Ranch (or Vietnam)? What is your unhappiest (saddest)? 

17. What unusual, odd-ball, weird, funny, etc., thing happened to you in VN or training? 

18. Same as question 17, but you saw it happen to another person(s). 

19. What were your quarters like? Your routine day? Your parties? Anything else? 

20. We know that the Ranoh Was unique. What should I tell the reader that will help him 
understand why this was a special outfit of special people? What or who should I 
not talk about? 

Other datal Do you have any good pictures (especially of RH members), any journals, notes, 
diaries, letters, briefing notes, maps, etc., that I could copy? If so, DO NOT SEND 
THEM with this form. Repeat ... DO NOT SEND THEMIIIII Describe the items On aseparate 
~e of paper, with your name i1id~rDiiUimber on it. I will write and give you 
instructions on when to send them, or how to get them copied, at a later date. All 
materials will be protected and returned to youlll Thank you for your help and time. 

Please return this form and the narrative sheets in the enolosed envelope to Texas A&M. 



Rall),li),h Hand :History Fro,ject,,!:, 
Texas A.& M. University 

• 1" 1'\ J ,"/" 

',J" J \r~hr"lO .. " "J! ,i "" ·",f_:~"1:·'· in HJ(d' ~\''f9v: ", \,"::' l.'} 
Sorry we did not reply to your request sooner. My hu~1?E!,ll.d" ~lwoqd, 

had a severe nervous breakdown in 1977 and it is dHficuHfbr' me to' " ) 
ge 1;' '111;'08 (rriudh 'into:hiiat:t.o'n ,from.l Mm :'t":hi ve 'gorle r!.thi'6ugll' sOrneof :'our re cdl:d s 
lI:ooking for dates and information. Rather then ttj,'-&B Yhlt6ut'ycnir'')'' 
questionaire, may I just tt!11':}tolr'ihe t,hings I do remember that might 
be of sOIll,e in,terest to :rour project? 

Elw~od w~s ssign~d to PopeA.F. Base in North Carolina in 1962. 
It was there he received his training as a Flight Engineer on the C123. 
While ,there, he spent 'six montqs T.D.Y. in Da Nang at a time when most 
of us had never even heard of Viet Nam o\r what was happening there. 
It was there he received the Air Medal. 

The whole squadron was transferred to Hurlburt Field( then known 
as Eglin AuxilIary Field 9). This was in March of 1964. Elwood served 
as a Flight Engineer Instructor attached to the Royal Thailand Air Force 
from ~~f April through October of 1964, then returned to Hurlburt. 

In 1965 the squadron was split with half of them going to England 
A.F. Base in Louisiana and the rest staying at Hurlburt as an operationa 
outfit. Elwood helped ferry the planes to and fram Montgomery, Alabama 

to have them outfitted with the spray equipment. He flew spray missions 
in Texas and Mississippi. 

In 1968, after, training many Flight Engineers for service in Viet 
Nam, Elwood was transferred to Ranch Hand at Ben Hoa. I have included 
copies of his orders receiving the Purple Heart, Air Medal with clusters 
and the Distinguished Flying Cross. I do know he was there in time for 
the Tet offensive. 

One incident he told me about; s,hells were incoming and they were 
trying to get the planes off. They heard an inbound close by and he and 
the co-pilot went out the back door and the pilot tried to go out the 
front. Th~y were hit by shrapnel and the pilot was very seriously wounded 
but Elwood doesn't remember his name. 

I have just asked Elwood some more questions so some of thses 
answers will be out of context. 

On missions, he saitt- he flew 2 a day for six days a week but he has 
no idea of how many hours he flew. He did see one of our planes catch on 
fire, crash in the water and none of the crew survived. 

Elwood was in Ranch because he volunteered to go there. I~:\havee:lrEladY' 
- • '':l:'t!: 



t old you of his (;)iJ:r~fn~l1fiI ~;}t{!1!\~4~;~~ \,%~! no happ;t memories of Ranch", • 
He didn't· think anyone liJJ:.\e\t tbe';I;.ng:'T~ft" Tthere and the Only, happy memory 
was coming" home. ( ~JIlJfXI!!:fXI!!KXXllil!!]I[lliXll2Xlli:!CjaI!!XJ[xx 

Elwood lived in quarters where there werff?2>tIllIEJrl. t.o-OIt<'d.ubi'¢lile /Birl)<BiI'1 
\rJ l~;'1:-":V j':i': .; :~ .. ", :',,:" ;c., i~.\ 

that is all he said about it. " '.' 
He did say there were lots of parties but he wouldn't say anything 

(i-'O(l'ii!., b~1~~cr~~HJf''' Y.i,1 .·1~Hl00P, ;t'8:-1UrCJ'I ':(;,[0\:, :-,'j .:)C;{"i· Jon h.i:c-, ~w .;·\,''fc<~ 
.morAJ,t"t\~. ~a ·.·f ')'<+<1. '.j:., •.. + r r -' \" r "Ir 'T' ' .. ,'", -,., .• '.,r '-'\''i.' 

\) "Jo, '1. -1, JJ.j, I!.l.Ll), 8-1 v .. _ Off.1".: 1 ,J, .. " fthU/),d.) JU .. ,fOV1,,1 «.I.:.lV~'·:-1 U ~:J'-··!i 

: )J:lv"'l ~ U~1~O:r:ri'~'IW~j;ii:wp[Mn~Jt,lJlJe c,q:f,dmqr~ r!pe,l~o~'l. :r1?}h~l),q()'}1i~,nl~01C",I!IU?~r\ 
succes~ "cOn U:y;olP?: illr?J~.e,<z~.~ [1':,["i J '1(.)['1 j n' • ['[oj;! ."i:ll'T01: iJ j ('('1 I ,i !";j" i'!1 'X,'; . .l!LA "oj; 

,] [i~) r:' Y': i,'Lj '·c~:\('f:\·lnp!(.)'1 !:,\b J ::-<:: CllrLj' ~,,§~n~;n~el;~r·\;t j- '. yrt J, /,£,)01 ~ ~;,~'J .t'Y'_·~O i:J e. ",U,(I 

'J:'4jjc)'!<J ~ :~"~r >: 3d 
i ql F,'(i,!O"fH',: r<~t":CJ/ t.![ !~tnf!';' .';f./~:(:{;, oJ h9!1?;~:;'_~ ngw ~;C()'l-Ir:! 



Spec~al Order 0-73, Hq Pac~fic Air Forces, APO 953. 14 May 1964 

STAFF SERGEANT HARVEY D RITCHIE. AFl8483472 
17 October 1963 to 14 November 1963 
(Third Oak Leaf Cluster) 

STAFF SERGEANT HAROLDEROEERTS,AFl543790l 
3 November 1963 to 2 December 1963 

STAFF SERGEANT '!HOMAS J SCHUL'i'Z,' AF23009665 
25 July 1963 to 22 August 1963· ., ,'.' 
(First Oak Leaf Cluster) 

STAFF SERGEANT '!HOMAS J SCHULTZ, AF23009665 
23 August 1963 to 27 AUgust 1963 ' , 
(Second Oak Leaf Cluster) 

STAFF 'SERGEANT '!HOMAS J, SCHULTZ,AF~3009665· 
28 August 1963 to 4 September 1963 
(Third Oak Leaf Cluster) , ' 

STAFF SERGEANT '!HOMAS J SCHULTZ, AF2:3009665 
5 September 1963 to 4 October 1963 
(Fourth Oak Leaf Cluster) 

STAFF SERGEANT HAROLD L SIFERS, AFl3322596 
7 September 1963 to 16 OctQber'1963 

STAFF SERGEANT HAROLD L SIFERS. AFl3322596 
17 October 1963 to,17 Jariuary 1964 
(First Oak Leal Cluster) ", 

...-irISTAFF SERGEANT EIWOODL SMITH, AFl3464922 
'1'J 11 May 1963 to 7 July 1963 ' 

(First Oak Leaf Cluster) , ' 

STAFF SERGEANT JOSEPH L SMI'!H, AFl3416005 
20 September 1963 to 210etober1963 

STAFF SERGEANT JAMIlis J')SQUARE JR, AFl8398952 
9 May 1963 tJo'16 'June 1:963"', ,," , 

. (Second Oak Lear Cl1i'8t:IIi~J ," ,,: 

STAFF SERGEANT HtrBIDRTG S'lENKAMP. AFl9439567 
14 July 1963 to 12 AUgust196~r " 

-:,,' -',' ".'" 

STAFF SERGEANT JERRY M SURRATT. AF18452915 
15 May 1963tCII 1JIilie1963 " 

STAFF SERGEANT WILLIAM J SVOOODA, AFl3312812 
16 Augustl963; 'to 6 SeptllJllber' 1963' ," 

. -, '. ," "-, 

:3 



STAFF SERGEANT WILLIAM J SVOroDA9 AFl.3312812 
8 October 1963 to 4 November 1963 
(Second Oak reat Cluster) 

STAFF SERGEANT JAMES W TERRY, AF14661162 • 
23 November 1963 to 27 De6~bel' 1963 

STAFF SERGEANT RICHARD A VAUGHT. AF16385532 
19 August 1963 to 17 September 1963 

STAFF SERGEANT RICHARD A VAUGHT. AF16385532 
18 September 1963 to 17 October 1963 
(First Oak reat Cluster) . . . 

STAFF SERGEANT RICHARD A tl'AUGHT. AFl.6385532 
18 October 1963 to 25 November 1963 
(Second Oak reatCluster) 

STAFF SERGEANT WILLIS J WARREN JR. AFl.9479492 
18 April 1963 to 18 May 1963 . ' 

STAFF SERGEANT WILLIS J WARREN JR, AFl.9479492 
20 May 1963 to 22 June 1963 
(First Oak reat Cluster) . 

STAFF SERGEANT JAMES R WEST, AFl..9453279 
27 November 196,3 to 9 JanuarY 1964 

,'I' , 

STAFF SERGEANT JACK F WILLIAMS AFl4432874 
21 Janury 196',3 to 10 Jan;a;rt'1964 

AIRMAN FIRST CLASS KENNETH J BIGGS, AFl.6447943 
7 December 1963 to3 MarCh 1964 

AIRMAN FIRST cass DONArD, L " BliADSTRlmT, AF27069415 
28 December 1963 to 14 January 1964 
(First Oak reat Cluster) 

AIRMAN FIRST ClASS ROEll:RT H BUSS, • AFl.66090S6 
1 October 1963 to 27 November 1963 

\, ; 

AIRMAN FIRST ClASS ROEll:RT Ii" BuiSSr:'AFJ.6609086 
4 Detiember 1963 to 5: Jariuary 1964 ,( 
(First Oak reat Cluster) 

AIRMAN FIRST CIASSWILLIAMIi CLPCBY,AFl.6439450 
16 October 1963 to 15 November 1963 ' 
(First Oak reat Cluster) 

AIRMAN FIRST ClASS ERNEST COHlllN JR, AF219#6845 
7 November 1962 to 5 May 1963 

, . }. 

4 

, ~',) 



DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE 
HEADQUARTERS SEVENTH AI~ FORCE PACAF 

APO SAN FRANCISCO 96307 

SPECIAL ORDER 
G~274 

By DIRECTION OF THE PRESIDENT. EACH b, THE fOllOWING IS 
AWARDED THE AIR MEDAL rOR MtRITORIOUSACHltV~MENT WHilE 
PARTICIPATING iN AERIAL FLIGHT, DURING THE PERIOD INDICATED, 
OUTSTANDING AIRMANSHIP AND COURAGE WERE EXHIBITED IN TH~ 

SUCCESSFUL ACCOMPLISHMENT OF IMPORTANT MISSIONS UNDtR 
EXTREMELY HAZARDOUS CONDITIONS, THE HIGHLY PROFESSIONAL 
EFrORTS or EACH INDIVIDUAL CITED CONTRIBUTED MATERIALLY TO 
THE MISSION or THE UNITED STATES AIR fORCE IN SOUTHEAST ASIA. 

STAFF SERGEANT 
~FSN . NAME 'ROM TO 

1949900,8 CARTHAGE RAYMOND El,~0961 241168 
. , ~ 2ND fRRU 4TH ole . '" 

1477~456 DRAKE BILLis~ AND 2ND2ge~~ 0112~ 

14804763 DRAYTON HERMAN 050368 031168 
" " ' 1ST THRU 6TH OLC- . . .. 

" 
17595681 ENRIQUEZ JOHN 030268 030968 

4TH THRU 8nt OLC.. ." 

18509855 EWING GUESTLERD 260967 081068< 
1ST AND 2ND OI.C· .,", .... 

12442831 FAIRBROTHER RICHARD 210868 231268 
, .... , 1ST AND 2ND OU::, ". 

~ . 

··i.l19461217 FOREE CHESTER T 24n61191168 
2ND A NO 3RD OLC ' 

19553403 GLAESER JOliN. p040961261168, 
, , ~TH AND ~Tfl OLe: ' .. 

15-655321 GODOWN CLINTON H 070'867 24.0368 
, 1ST THRU 3RO ObC 

17661129 HUMES SCOTT C 210$68 2610'68 
2ND OLC 

17310551 LANGFORD RAYMOND B 14Q~~ 271068 
. 1 S T HI R U 15 T Ii 01l.C 

17280673 MCDONALD· HER, BERT W 27076[3,261, 168 
-. ' 2ND AND 3RD OLec '.' 

G-274 

PAS 
SDK3J 

UDHFV 

CSMTX 

HKKJR 

MXfY2 

MXI!"I'·2: 

MXrv2; 

MXF'Y·2· 

NMJZ5 

MXFY2 

NMMTV 

MXFY2' 

, , 



so G~274.HQ7THAIRfoRC£. APO SAN fRANCISCO 9630il. 20JAN-1<69 

521S46e4ROSE IRAE 220968211168-MXfV2 
1sT OLe -- ,. . 

19847027 RYAN BERNARD V 010368 041068 p,Rco6 
-- _ 1ST THRU 3RD OLC-

19602117 SALTS GLEN E291167290568TDC05 
, . 15 T Till U 310 OLe 

11203909 SAV:OIE RENE r 130268 Z71G~ PRcd8 
, , 1ST THRU 4TH OLC, -, 

18529780SMITWDONALD I 131167 110968 BKNMR 
"", 1sT TMRU8T11 OLC - - _ .-

.J{ 134649225MITH ELWOOD L "010368100868 B~NMR 
If -- .. 3RD THRU 6TMOLC· " "--

1760 .. , 5622STUMBAUGH.WINDELl L ·161267 150968HKKJR 
." - 4THTHRU 9THOLC, --

196824l9-YATES bEEW 301267 121168NMRGf 
," , 1ST T"RU BTHOlC ' ''--

~' ,,"HING, Cur 'OSAF 
.• OM NISTRATI VI OFrI,Ci:d:J 

DISTRIBUTION 
G 



Cl'l'AnoX '!'O ACf.X)MPAlii '1'HI AWAlW OF 

m DISTID1IIHED PLtlNO CRO$8 

'l'O 

ItMOODL.8MITtI 



DEPARTMENT Of THE AIR fORCE 
HEADQUARTERS SEVENTH AIR fORCE PACAf 

APO SAN fRANCISCO 96307 
SPECIAL .ORDER 
G- 13,2 
By DIRECTION Of THE PRESIDENT, EACH Of THE fOLLOWING IS 
AWARDED THE PUR~LE HEART fOR WOUNDS INCURRED AS A DIRECT 
RESULT Of AN ACT Of A HOSTILE fORCE ON THE DATE INDICATED. 

LIEUTENANT COLONEL 
AfSN NAME 

.ff1G551 HEDGE GEORGE E 

."24383 CONNOR BRYCE C 

00038511 RUCKER EMMETT JR 

MAJOR 

03035577 TAPMAN THOMAS f 

CAPTAIN 

00070219 PAYNE ISSAC S IV 300468 
MASTER SERGEANT 

13238528 MCCHESNEY THOMAS N 030568 
STAff SERGEANT 

21316331 APPELBE JOSPEH A 

""3847 B! ENI AS THOMAS J 
.. 

1346,661 LESSI.RE HARRY E 
, .. 

} 34~22 SM! TH E lWOOD~ !:.. 
,,,44~8 WEBSTER VERNON L 

SERGEANT 

1984'7S8WH I TE WAL TEft iii 

G- t 3,2 

300468 
050568 
o6()5'8 

~ 
0605,68 

~AS 

PIltRKRC 

eKRNMR 

BKRNMR 

PQRNW5 

BKRC50 

CPUMTW 

. BKRC50 

BKRDOB 

TORJXO 

~. 

PRRJX5 

HKQCPT 



SO G-13~2, HQ 7TH AlII rUC!, APO SAN rUNcJsU96307, U)Mn 68 
, 

AIRMAN rllitST CLASS 

LL$ DENNIS M 

t "TAl N ,·.uSAr 
0 .. f'lCEII 

DI$TItIBUTION 
G 

TDRM1G 



• 

ID~PLY 'ro 
ATTN OFl 12t,h'SOB (A&D)v APO San !''ramlisOll<ll" 9622'] 

f3!'l MAR 1969 

SUBJECT I Award of De(j(j)l."atien t.. SSGT Elwood L. Smith, AF d464932 

TO: Chb! _, CBPO 
4420th Combat Support Group 
Eglilll A we FlAt #9 
Florida 32544 

. j, Attached are elements parta'ln:!ng to the award I!! VNAF Flight 
ERgiReer I s Willgs t. SOOT Ellfe" L. Smith. " 'l'his 
indlvidua.l was reoently assigned to your station and the award. 
elements arrj. ved after his departur.'<!l from Men Hoa Air Base., 

2., Request that appropriElt,e action be tAken to present this 
award to Sergeallt Smith. 

~1'~'~~~~ 
Awards & Decorati 
12th Special Ope 


