RANCH HAND HISTORY PROJECT
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Form No., 7 10 1

Please type or use pen to provide the requested information, If you wish a
"partioular answer to remain confidential (i,e., for my use only), place an asterisk (*)
before the number of the question or that particular portion o% your information and the
answer will be blacked out before this form is deposited in the erh1Vel.

Release Form (Initial appropriate boxes)

1, | a. You may attribute this information to me and quote me, except as asterisked.
- b, You may quote this information, but I wish to remain anonymous,

2, a. You may deposit this information in the archives, except as asterisked,
: b, You may deposit this information in the archives, except as asterisked, but
I wish to remaln anonymous (black out my name and other identificntion)
'[:] ¢+ Do not deposit this form in the archives. It 4s for Paul Cecil's use only,

3. This data may be made available in the archives for research by qualified scholars;
Egﬂ ~a, immediately after completion of the unit history,
" b, after years, (Fill-in a number from 1 to 10, 4f you check this item, )
.+ never, I have specified above that this form may not be deposited..

I hereby authorize the scholarly use of this questionaire, except as restricted above,

Namo _ O /EY  JOHW ~ fc#ﬁ@wa/ (% Lecer I Zel B

last first middle f ){/'signafhre 7 i date

" Questionaire

Be as specific as possible, On the back of this form, and on as many additional
pages as you care to use, please amplify any of the following items, What I need are
your feelings and impressions,....about people and events,,.,.both.humorous and serious.

“6. Banch Hand service: From_”@"j ’éf to Mtz?"'/ éé. Where? U/\/

5. Other Vietnam service? Where? When? 5 of G728 ZJ)@‘QJS 70-—’7‘/
' /

6. Ranch Hand/C-123 training: Where/when? 23 /‘%/f S A&

SrPray &y /em_/ 42—
7. Rank(s) while 1n VN / present/retired rank, 3 &7 LT, B

M Azore. AZ/&"F"'
8, Duty(s) while in Ranch, Zys) 2t o r, /22.@47'1 2P

;%F 9. Deocorations? ' (If Purple Heart, DFC, or above, please give date and details of event, )

‘*:'16;1 Speoipl missions/operations participated in? (Give as much detail as possible.)
[N TER CEFo . @F Ho cuq Mg TBA

res™
11,  If aircrew member;:
ETATLT N e T e e g T e T
a. Number of missjons. RH _- . Other (specify)
‘b, Combat flying hours. RH = ~ Other (specify)

i

12, Were you present during an_attack against_the base, ‘Ranch qite; or_quarters? Explain.
4&"f3. ‘Were you present when & Ranch aircraft way shot down, crashed, or crew members were

killed or wounded? Explain. ). U/(JI)@D

§F~ 14, Were you pregent during any planning meetings with US and/or Vietnamese officials for
spray missions? When/where/who? Explain,



15,

16,

17,

19.

20 .

21.

R ; : $ AU L
i RANCH HAND HISTORY PROJECT ‘ Page 2

Did you teke part in any civic action projects? (Orphanages, parties, stec,) Explain.
/UO/ FRA2TIES You BETcrn !
Did you ever observe the effects of Ranch Hand missions from the ground?

YES

Did you ever discuss the effectiveness of Ranch missions with personnel who had

-operated on ths ground in mission areas? If so, how much help did they feel it
:was?
T,Z/z—y A’-//Zt e éf/’ccu-c-}/ 272200

-Did you ever observe or help repair unusual battle damage (more than just routine

C Ay S

small arms damage? Details?

How did you get into the Ranch? What did you know. about the mission beforehand?
{ar_z—ur&&c » NOTHIVG |, ;7 IO NoT /B

What were you told about the chemicals used? Before Vietnam? In Vietnam?
W Ra- c-a##!&«./ A AOUEEORE T'W A= M/C/.oﬁ

:Z"T'
AYEH wERZE 4!{944_/, TRIUS & S S chngg
What other things s ould I tell about that would help the reader u;§Grs and an
know the uniqueness of our cutfit? What people, events, ‘etc, deserve special <€¢ ’ /F

' mention? _ ‘ 249 &

OV

S,
What were your living quarters like? Iour typical day? Your in-or out-processing
to Vietnam or to the Ranch? Iour days off?t What kept you sane..,or drove you nuts?

There are a thousand questions-that I have nof.thought of, Please tall me the
good and the bad things we should remember about Vietnam,

- Other data: Do you have any good piéturen (eapeclally of Ranch Handers), journale,
- notes, diarles, letters, briefing papers, maps, etc,, that I could copy and return
 to you? 1If so, DQ NOT SEND THEM with this form. Repeat...DO NOT SEND THEM!!!1!

i Describe the items on a separate plece of paper, with yourname on it, and I will

give you instructions on when to send them at a later date,

(Use the below space, the back of the forms, and as many additional pages as you like to
expand on the answers to the questlons, Annotate with question number to identify.) .



TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY |

DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY
COLLEGE $TATION, TEXAS 77843
Telephone (713) 845-7151

RELEASE FORM

I hereby authorize Paul F. Cecil to use the material contained in my
"Ranch Hand" Oral, History 1nterv1ew tape(s) for scholarly research and
publication.

1 agree that, at Paul Cecil's discretion, these tapes may be kept in the
Archives of Texas A8M University and will be made available for historical
research and study after a period of \ ‘ year(s).

12,5, or 10

Other Restrictions:

///’ Signature



.. _%
L]

. R
"_“‘- B

. | 30 July 1965

The following narrative is a review of the history of Ranch
Hand, and my persons)l observations em the overall effectivenens
versus the cost of the prograx, I have had to rely on my NOMOXyY
and the few acoounts that have previcusly been written. It in my
intention to scquaint the reader with the noney and resourees that
this project has utilized to date, the results, aad my opision on
the eoffectivensss of the overall pregram.

o, The ldea of denying the Yiet Cang (VC) inmsurgents cover along
 1imes of emh«im‘?- order to prevent oF deter ambushes dates
bagk to the First Inde-Ckima War. The Fremch used ground crews te
cut the tvees and buwrn the foliage alomg major highways. This work
is still apparent along Wational Highway 13, from Snigom to Loo

- Ninh a8 well as othar sreas. In some places the rond side im
¢leaved back s distance of approximutely fifty yards.

. In the susner of 1961 the U.8. Army in cooperation with the
UBAP went ahead with plans to equip six C-133 aireraft with an
MC-1 tank snd the necessary plumbing and wing booms to dispense
& foliage killing chemisal along lines of semmunication and safe

iy T00 sniioves mane ome Somgisie’ $ir amay hit ant s1) Boeem
satel ) isted wan, one complete £ly away kit and all secssenyy
support equipment, sided by twe _¢5-1M.umu‘::{- deployed to Claxrk
AB, P.I.. Tactical Air Porce Transport Sq. Prov. #1 (Ranech Hand)
arrived st Clark AB om Devember 9th, 1981, After spproximately
ten days two alveraft proceded to South Viet Nam. In early _
Jamuary the first test strips were f1lown aleng Route 15. While
- svaluation of these areas mm&ng'gm one aiverali was :
lowt on » low-level twainming flight with the lose of the erew.
Az a rosult of the evaluntion it wis deternt that in aorder

to ba most effective the folisge must be treated durimg the
fmﬂg seagop snd s deposition rate of 14 gal/scre must be spplied.
A modification to inorease the fiow yate was completed in May of
1862. During the interdm period the aireraft wers used for

adriift in the troop curxier sgusdron, The escond aireraft was
Lot gttmt% 2 take-off fram an 'lil'ﬂﬂar short field. In
uid-lny of 1962 twe aiverstt wire ordsred to return to the States.
At sprayed locust, . The ether aivoraft returaed to Langley via the

962 until the lsst week in Awgust 1962, In August of 1903 we
were given the gress light on & number of esasl and river tar
in the Cau Mau sres. s work was personslly witness

e » ralny sesson, work stapped with
o it10 ona tarpet; ?- south of Qui Nhon. Trom sppyroxi-
mately Pebruary ustil our umit Liew support and salibration missions




uz-

for the Decca project officer, target sireralt for the F-102s,
and defoliation survey flights. '

In Beptember of 1963 I returned to the States and romained
there until May of 1964, During this period the mission remained
relatively unchanged. 4 deponition rate of 3/gal acre appesared
necessary requiring two passes over the msame ares. Fighter cover
and helicopter rescue were utilixed on all flights and the C-123
sircraft dropped smoke grenndes 1f ground fire was obgerved or
encountered in an etfort to ansist the FAC and fighters. Prior
to March of 1964 ground fire had besn rather 1ight and widespread.
However as the VC gainsd groeater control of the countryside in
the delta, opposition increassd considerably.

: Since it became evideni that 3 gal/acre was required for

maximes effectivenems and the dispensing tem wes only capable

of dispensing 1} gal/acre, a new system was installed that incorporated
a more powerful pump capable of pumping the reguired number of gallons
per minute, This systes sllowed us to dispenss 3 gallons per acre on
one pess thereby roducing fire exposurs time. This system was
snstanlled in August of 1964 and is presently in the aireraft.

From November of 1061 until June of 1984 all the officer
onnsl assigned to this unit were on TDY duty from Langley
SASY with the exception of the navigators.

From August of 1064 until November of 1964 nigsion work
continued, In October of 1964 the first crop target wes worked.
¥ork of this naturs will not be discussed here. Prior to Octoher

At this point it is important to sxplors a cost to date.

1. The equipment that was ipstalled in the six C-123s
originally was slready in the AP imvemtory. The only
moditication that was required involved construction
and installation of wing booms, flex hosing from the
GATED conpartuent to the wing and a small amount of
electtion]l wiring that was necessary to give the pilot
control of the valves. The cost of these nodifications
are unknown. _

2. The cost of deploying 6 C-123s and crews, om%‘mo
enlisted men, 2 C-124 support sivcraft, all tle necessary
i 1 equ. £, ¥ nnal squipment and supply, i=
impossible for me tO estinfite, Preject Ranch Hand wa®
in actuality » provisional sqd.. -
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1, Drawbacke: Masy types of trees snd Erasses were

unetfected bY this chemical. flome types of trees turm
siightly but wpounce back” and comtinue growling.

2. Horizontal visibility eften pemaius poor due to the
standing dend troes and bushes. It is known that the

peen defoliated to facilitate Future snbushos.
3. 1In almost nll cases vertical visibility increases,
! ,‘fmﬂmimu thummarmhd

Since the majordty of our work pag been lines of conmmication
in an attempt to deter ambushes it might do well to discuss an

ambush, _
AR GDOTROuS smount of time and study has been spent qmplmrm

difterent ways to preovent of minimize the effects of an anbush.
After all this information iz wifted the cmtuimnt is
gaged with tbe faot that it 18 1iterally '&Wtblc to prevent
*%m”mdw-dtmmm of the surrounding yexrrain énd



The VC have mantered the art of the subush and the psychology

of ambushes. They sSpring one where you would least expect ons to
ogeur. pevastating ones have occurred slong highways where the
sides of the road are Glemr gexcept for grass. These are particularly
digastrous because there 1le 1ittle cover gor the troop colusn oF
convoy being ambushed, the gupporting automatic fire has & Cclear
¢ield of fire, and the attacking infantry force '

prwtously _
camouflaged close to the line of novensnt bas 1ittle aifticulty

another classic performed 1o May of 1964 and uged successtully
agsin is described heTe. 'This ambush uses no cover at 2ll (in
the mense of trees ar grass).

one flank 1s mined and retreat in that divection is also deterred

firing into the column hesd on, The opposite. f1lank contains the
attacking force in 1€ _  OARTH

planks and the earib np‘l:imiﬁ'. “The signal gor the ambushes o
copsists of heavy automatic weapond gire from the flank containing

grom retreating to the one flank by nines sand forward by machine
guns. Cover i sought in the other divection but now the attacking
force has gpring from their holes and are giring at point biank
range. This type of amhush Was vi_tno,md by an L-19 pilot "ﬂ.y:ng

. £ 1) ]
the entire company was lost following the hand to hand combat.

The problen of prwentins ambushes is QROTRMOUS | convey
discipline, f1ank, point, and rear gecurity, FAC, and air cover can
minimize the eftects of the ambush, And by all these factors

have taken place in arens that have beel defoliated. The power
1ine from palat to Saigon has been dot-oltuttd'but this did not
pramt the Viet Cong from deatroying 12 highline poles
rendering the 1ine useless. :

If clearing lines of communication conp loh;li to a distance
of 300 to 400 aeters truly will prevemt o> appreciably reduce
ambushes thon 1t should be done. It should be done the most
effective WRY possible. That is, bY cutting and puraning the
foliage and koeping the gress cut. This could be done by the
loonl population and wages paid by the central government. This



Any unusual phencnéns that ocours af terwards regarding diseases ,
animal, human or plant, are immedintely blamed om this operatios.
GVN PsyOps are generally ipeffective pince they lack the person
to person n%n_gﬂw& uged by FL uaawuununw teams. Generally,
.nu.aﬂ utunwnwnn»nuu. nau%ﬁ&ﬁ. the YC efit most from thene

7. Besistance bases — A w8 '
is welatively gafe for us Lo train oUr yagular BIWY, !
produce arms and munitions, tend our wounded, otc.

There sre many kinds of bases! mountalnous aress, in the
gwwan&n»n%rq RYSAE.

b) Thers are pegular troops rendy to nake sscrifices and
to u_«-ﬂ the enemy 'y advance, 1O
gafeguard the hase and defend the leading OrEeDs and the




-

¢) The natural festures of the countyy are favourable to

of the sbove thrae conditions, the Lirst two are of course
the more important. Where there are neither forests nor mountaing,
unmmgalutmnmahiﬁmhmmmmm
are politically consmcious, these will comstitute human forests and
-mn'inst-omtnctu. I -

: t besause
small, it is impossible for us to ewtablish resistance buses.
Buch a conception i3 wrong. It comes from an oversstimation
of the enemy's forces, & o 2 ] - im
g0 small that it im imposmible to set up resistance bases in 1t.
Horeover, the enedy fowces are limited, they come from afay, It
jm certain that they oxnnot wipe ot and aanihilate our forces, and
they have not sufficient forces to occupy our whole territory
and prevent us from getting & foothold, :

When we occupy B place, We pust have slways in mind the moment
when w_m.hnoh loave it. When wo defend a place, We st

mﬂy a plm' where we guarter our {Troeps. The "one day bane"
dwmtummm.mntw.m-pommuua

n we choop® AR Area A8 m should ¢
of high-level cmdres of the arwy, the sdministration and of the

attention?

1, In mmas work, we should develop and conpolidste the mass
organizations (e underground groups) , and train
1ocal ondres to paintain and lead the RESS arganizations

in the reglom.

g. In military affairs, we should widely ostablish militia
forces and arm the entire pecple, giving the young
people military training; we should dispone the regular
forces and wenpoRs pecessary 1o check the advance of the
enemy and to destroy his forcem once they have penstrated
desp into cur base ayen; we should conceal military
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The vertical visibility was increased emMeﬁbly, however,
this did not reveal the insurgent 's facilities. -

The Boi Lol operetion reguired 78,800 gallons of chemical,
94 + 20 flying hours, a=s well as 256 fighter sorties and 32
helicopter sortles.

The overall effectivenese of thim type of operation in
doubtful. The increase in vertical viwibility ie generally
jusufficient to reveal insurgent's facilities or novement and
mince the civilian population is forcad to leave the governnent

lomes its intelligence source abait the area,

The total destruction and denial ‘of a safe haven area will
require: - .

1, 4 military =(:ln:l.‘umi;rsr‘) operation of sutficient magnitude
to force the imsurgent to abandon hie position.

2. The occupation of the area for a lengthof time suffi-
. cient to destroy the existing facilities, tunnels,
defensive positions, hospitals, training facilities,
arms and food storage caches.

3. in order for the area to remain unusable the total
opulation must be pacified and throw its support
behind the GVH. This means that the imsurgent politieal
organization must be infiltrated, subverted and deatroyed
and a more desirsble political organization established.
12 this is mot dome there is nothing to prevent the
insurgeat from returning to the area after the ailitary

tion has ended, His facilities will bhave been

destroyed but he still “"governs" the area and will
simply rebuild, '

The physical ‘destruction of a safe hayen area is aeconomically
impossible and undesirable, The denial of ap area to the insurgent
will require people living in or around the given aren. 1f the
ares is defoliated it becoues impossible to work and live; the
local population abandons the land and therse is nothing to prevent
the insurgent from returning to the area undetected. The coumter-
insurgent needs information on the wherea ts of the insurgent
and the local population is his best source.

This informstion could be gathered by armed recon teams but
thelr survival is questionable in an arer that is heavily pro-
tected and patrolled by the insurgent himpelf, They must
depend on supplies from outside the area for subsistence and b ¥ 4
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this is inpossible their activity ia the arsa is largely governed
by the apount of rescurces they are able te carry on their ‘backs.

The large and historical safe haven areas in South Viet Ham
present an extremaly difficult problem, War Zone D is a perfect
exanple. The major portion of Zone D i mountajoous, prime
jungle. Thie area ig relatively underdeveloped and uninhabited
and as a result current intelligence 1s difficult to get except
from armed recon teans whose presence 1is limited by rescurces
on hand., large gcale sweeps through gunll portions at & time
appear to be the only way to destray a safe haven area of this
typs. Large forces sufficient to provent their own apnihilation
are required. These forces must also be 1arge encugh to renain
in the cleared ared while permanent bases can be eatablished.
The newly created cutposts must be prepared to continunlly
patrol and récon theiy sector. Because this process reguires
an enormous number of foot soldiers it will be s slow process

expansion. However plece :g“pim. governuent control can

'unt:l;l the resources beoome avallable,

control is to i degree = sife haven ares and will remain so until
he -ntablishea“ or r_u—ut.:bluhc'q* his eontrol over it.

Land and lation that the counterimsurgsnt is unable to

The permansat and lasting deninl of safe haven arean can only
be achieved through a process of development and expansion and
not destruction. Limes of communications must be protectsd and
sate haveR Areas nust be . oy, it eannot be effesctively
dope by air. It requires a goordinated Program of politicel and
military expansion using the sane tools that the insurgent uses.

' JOuUX R, BPEY
Capt., |



