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WCH HAND HISTORY PROJECT 

Form No. 7757 
Please type or use pen to provide the requested information. This data will be used 

for the Ranch Hand History Project and then placed in the Archives at Texas A&M. It is 
your information. If you wish to restrict any part of this material, please indicateso: 

I hereby authorize the scholarly use 

STIHL, JOHN T. 
Name (last 1'1rst middle 

L,9 t2«1f/ 
~ date 

Specific Information 

Please answer the following questions in the spaces provided. Be specific. 

L Ranch Hand service: From Dec 67 to _..:D::;;e::;c",,-,6::.8=-~, Where? Bi-enHoa, AB, Vietnam 

2. RH/C-123 training: Where/when? Hurlburt Field, FL/1967 

3. Rank while in RH? __ M_a....:;j'-o_r _____ _ Present/re'l1 ca 1 auk' Brig Gen -......::------
4. Duty(s) while in Ranch? 

5. Other Vietnam service? 

Mission Commander/Safety 
off1cerllnstructor 

da tes? -"'1::;9;..6;..8=-_____ _ 

Where/when? ~N~o~n~e~ ________________________________ ___ 

6. If aircrew member: 
a. Number of missions: RH __ 4 __ 0_6 ___________ Other (sp~cify) ____ --'-______________ _ 

b. Combat flying hours: RH 535 Other (specify) __________ ___ 

Narrative Information 

On a separate sheet(s) of paper, please answer the following questions with as much 
detail as possible. Write ~.!!!!!£h., rather ~ too little. Use names and dates, if 
possible. If you want a name "blacked out" before this goes in the archives, just 
circle the name. On the sheets, indicate the number of the question you are answering, 
and put your last name and the form numbe'r in the upper right-hand corner of each sheet. 

7. Special missions/operations participated in? (name, when, where, what, who else) 

8. Decorations? (If Purple Heart, DFC, or above, give date and details of the aot. If 
you have a copy of the narrative justifying the medal, please attaoh a copy.) 

9. Were you present during an attack against the base, Ranch site, or quarters? Explain. 

10. Were you present when a Ranch aircraft was shot down or crashed? Give all details. 

11. Were you present when a Ranch orew member was killed or wounded? Give as much data 
as possible, even if you didn't directly ~bserve it or are not sure of date or names. 

12. Did you ever see or repair unusual battle damage (more than routine skin holes)? 

13. Did yo~ ever help plan RH missions? If so, what was the procedure? 

14. How did' y~u get into the Ranch? What did you know about the mission beforehand? 

15. What were you told about the chemioals used? In Vietnam? Before Vietnam? 

16. Other than something already discussed (or going home), what is your happiest 
memory of the Ranch (or Vietnam)? What is your unhappiest (saddest)? 

17. What unusual, odd-ball, weird, funny, etc., thing happened to you in VN or training? 

18. Same as question 17, but you saw it happen to another person(s). 

19. What were your quarters like? Your routine day? Your parties? Anything else? 

20. We know that the Ranch was unique. What should I tell the reader that will help him 
understand why this was a special outfit of special people? What or who should I 
not talk about? 

Other data: Do you have any good pictures (especially of RH members), any journals, notes, 
diaries, letters, briefing notes, maps, etc., that I could oopy? If so, DO NOT SEND 
THEM with this form. Repeat ... DO NOT SEND THEMIIIII Describe the items On aseparate 
P18ce of paper, with your name andform number on it. I will ~r,ite and give you 
instruotions on when to send them, or how to get them copied, 'a;t~a later date. All 
materials will be proteeted and returned to youlll Thank YO~~~1 your help and time. 

Please retu~n this form and the narrative sheets in the enclos'~;.invelope to Texas A&M. 



STIHL 
Form No. 7757 

7. Classified information. 

8. DFC (copy of citation attached) 

9. Yes. My quarters (hootch) was hit by a l22mm rocket and burned 
to the ground in the Tet Offensive of 1968. 

10. Yes. A Ranch Hand aircraft was shot down off the southern 
coast of South Vietnam during the summer of 1968. 

11. All crew members in above mentioned aircraft were killed. The 
aircraft commander was Major Lee Shanks. 

12. Yes. My aircraft was hit by explosive rounds of a ZBU. 

13. Yes. Planned many as Mission Commander. Worked with fighters 
and FAC to determine best method of attacking target. 

14. Volunteered. Great flying experience. 

15. Yes. In Vietnam. 

16. Esprit de corps and association with a great group of people. 
Loss of a close friend was my unhappiest memory. 

17. Blank 

18. Blank 

19. Open bay hootch. Routine day started at 0300 with final mission 
preparation - included two missions during the morning hours, and 
concluded with mission planning fort-he following day during the 
early afternoon. Parties were great and relaxing. 

20. I feel that Ranch Hand had unparalleled high level of esprit 
de corps primarily due to the hazards of the mission and unique 
and challenging flying experience. 



Jlajo.- John r. ':1t1hl .UsUnguhlhllld hwelt b'J h"rOUIit while partielpat.lng / 
1l'I aero1al fl1ght on U 1J!Il,V 1961t. On tha' date, ltaJop .!lUhl ,.,.,. tlyl", In . /' 
t.ho lelldd1'CJl'art ot' • t01,!~"Uon when he IItlOOtmt .... tI !nt.en". and llOC\U'ah / 
pt'IUl'Id tbewMch IIhat.'~l'(ld tl'\. wlndl'hteld and .11.l'qud t.he look!,!, ar'O* . 
wtth ahl"4\ym",1.'fll·,1«n" $t 1',1 ocmtin\lllt! t.u pflrt'orro M. vitAl dut.161J anel 
OOIlt.rlb11tert t·(,'M)II,fI'!rll.h1, to t.'I. !'i\tCl4I1JIfIlo ¢It: • hIgh jlriorit,Y mlHhl'" r~jll.1r."l. 
fbe wt..tal'ltiing heroin and llIln ••• "nQtion to dutT dleplutl4 by 'tajqr 
5t1hl ,..1'1~t. geitt (ll"""IUlll'Qn htrZlMlt ~d tho lInn ... :',t.Ilt.OIl Ail' rlH'Oll. 


