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RANCH HAND HISTORY PROJECT 

Please type or use pen to provide the requested information. This data will be used 
for the RanQh Hand History Project and then placed in the Archives at Texas A&M. It is 
your information. If you wish to restrict any part of this material. please indicatesol 

I hereby authorize the scholarly use of the following information. except as indicated. 

Name 
fLJa, C!}~. <--...... /'-i0~.tJ-"'e-<.::<::,,:::...~::..L-1 ~ date 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Specific Information 

Please answer the following questions in the spaces provided. 

L Ranch Hand service I From f-e.k G 8' to ;;:rg.1I{ 'r. 'vlhere? 

2. RH/C-123 training I Where/when? HUrlhurT f;e(l floc/IrA / A(dll- /J-ec <4 7 

Rank while in RH? :J I-r /( Lr Present/lileUnQ URI!? tha.iOR 
~~~~~---------

3. 

fI. Iii r; 4' - 7t:uv w'1 
G j / Va.sa I{g.u ~r 

I 

4. Duty(s) while in Ranch? 

Other Vietnam service? 

6. If aircrew memberl 

a. Number of missions I RH __ ~<2. ...... Q""-LI ___ Other (spe.city) t( . 
b. Combat flying hours I RH fiO.;;L Other (specity) ,:g,.3 

Narrative Information 

Zi'asA !lq4llei<­
liaS 6 f{q til.: te 

On a separate sheet(s) of paper. please answer the following questions with as much 
detail as possible. Write too much. rather than too little. Use names and dates. if 
possible. If you want a naiiie--"biacked out" beforethis goes in the archives. just 
circle the name. On the sheets. indicate the number of the question you are answering. 
and put your last name and the form number in the upper right-hand corner of each sheet. 

7. Special missions/operations participated in? (name. when, where. what. who else) 

8. Decorations? (If Purple Heart; DFC. or above. give date and details of the act. If 
you have a copy of the narrative justifying the medal, please attach a copy.) 

9. Were you present during an attack against the base, Ranch site. or quarters? Explain. 

10. Were you present when a Ranch aircraft was shot down or crashed? Give all details. 

11. Were you present when a Ranch orew member was killed or wounded? Give as much data 
as possible. even if you didn't directly ~bserve it or are not sure of date or names. 

12. Did you ever see or repair unusual battle damage (more than routine skin holes)? 

13. Did you ever help plan RH missions? If so. What was the procedure? 

14. How did you get into the Ranch? What did you know about the mission beforehand? 

15. What were you told about the chemicals used? In Vietnam? Before Vietnam? 

16. Other than something already discussed (or going home). what is your happiest 
memory of the Ranch (or Vietnam)? What is your unhappiest (saddest)? 

17. What unusual, odd-ball. Weird. funny. etc., thing happened to you in VN or training? 

18. Same as question 17. but you ssw it happen to another person(s). 

19. What were your quarters like? Your routine day? Your parties? Anything else? 

20. We know that the Ranch was unique. What should I tell the reader that will help him 
understand why this was a special outfit of special people? What or who should I 
not talk about? 

Other datal Do you have any good pictures (especially of RH members). any journals, notes. 
diaries. letters. briefing notes. maps. etc •• that I could copy? If so. DO NOT SEND 
THEM with this form. Repeat ... DO NOT SEND THEMIIIII Describe the items On asepllrate 
piece of paper. with your name andforiiiiiii'm'b'e'r"on it. I will write and. give you 
instructions on when to send them. or how to get them copied. at a later date. All 
materials will be proteeted and returned to youlll Thank you for your help and time. 

Please return this form and the narrative sheets in the enclosed envelope to Texas A&M. 
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CITATION TO ACCOMPANY THE AWARD OF 

THE DISTINGUISHED FLYING CROSS 

TO 

LLOYD A. WEST 

First Lieutenant Lloyd A. West distinguished himself 
by extraordinary .achievement while participating in aerial 
flight as UC-123 Navigator near Ca Mau, Republic of Vietnam, 
on 14 June 1968. On that date, Lieutenant West was flying 
as student navigator in the lead aircraft of a formation on 
a defoliation mission against hostile ground forces when a 
fire erupted in the cargo compartment jus~ seconds before 
starting the target run. When the instructor navigator was 
needed to assist in combating the fire, Lieutenant West 
calmly and rapidly assumed full responsibility for further 
navigation. His prompt action and precise navigation, under 
these adverse circumstances, enabled the formation to remain 
intact and successfully complete the mission. The professional 
competence, aerial skill, and devotion to duty displayed by 
Lieutenant West reflect great credit upon himself and the 
United States Air Force. 

'. 



CITATION TO ACCOMPANY Tilli AWARD OF 

THE DISTINGUISHED FLYING CROSS 
(FIRST OAK LEAF CLUoTER) 

TO 

LLOYD A. WEST 

First Lieutenant Lloyd A. West distingdshed himself by 
heroism while participating in aerial flight as an UC-123 
aircraft near Hoi An, Republic of Vietnam, on 6 July 1968. 
On that date, Lieutenant West led a flight of unarmed UC-123 
aircraft on a low-level defoliation mission against a heavily 
defended hostile base camp. Despite heavy ground fire which 
struck his aircraft, Lieutenant West courageously led his flight 
in on target for a second pass in order to successfully accomplish 
this vital mission. As a result of his heroic efforts, hostile 
ground forces were deprived of valuable jungle cover for their 
operations and exposed to aerial observation and attack. The 
outstanding heroism and selfless devotion to duty displayed by 
Lieutenant West reflect great credit upon himself and the United 
States Air Force. 

-. 
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l".t:I:Ht Liellt.enant LloYl.l A. ~'Jeut i!i~jtinLlliHl~eli Id.lilself by IJero:i.SiI\ 
,·:d.lc pE.t't.tcipatinu In aeriel flIUht in the u,)IIrthGrn bor,ler of the 
:k",ilitarizcd ZOlle On 18 December 1968. On tliat ,late, Lieutenant 
West <Jas flying the lead ship in " fornla tiOll of llliat'med UC-123 spray 
aircraft engaUed in attacking a primary infiltration route controlled 
by hostile forces. Despite accurate hosl;ile ground fire, Lieutenant 
Oe~;t courrlbC01101y led his .flight", throu.gll ;.:ld.{; lth;:(irdo\l~; (:,1rJ8t and 
rJuCCE.ssful1y -pll.ccd the ('efolianl: prt.:ei:Jl,l:l On t:argel. The out~3tand ... 
in~ heLolsllI E:n(1 selfless (levotion to ('Lltj C'.L.il)L!y .. ·ci by J •. i.t.:llu:nant ,\..]est 
reflect ~ret;t cl'e(lit upon hi.rl1SE!lf <".nc1 the Lliited Jtfltcn Ai1.4 ~·o('ce. 
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