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COWBOYS, 

RANCH HAND NEWSLETI'ER 
1 Feb 1975 

Plenty to write about .in this newsletter. Please note I have fOlunl!:1 
a way to get an 11 page roster reduced dc:Mn to a page and a half. 
Our retireds will have to use glasses to read it, but it sure saves 
on the postage bill. 
First, we will have our reunion at I.:a.ngley ArB 2-4 May 1975. Pete 
Spivey, Russ fuhney, Pooch ~ochurek arid the rest of the Langley 
Flight have cone up with an offer I couldn't refuse .. ~ question­
aire on several subjects revealed an ovexwhelndng vote to hold the 
reunion in Fort Walton Beach. So sorry, no Fort Walton hosts this 
year, but Pete and I and a oouple of others are scheduled to be 
reassighed back there this sUlTlll!!r and we will see that the 10th 
reunion will be held there ,next year. I " 
This year only 12 folks requested the reunion be held at Dayton. 
Harlingen had 5 requests and one each for Southern California, 
Sacrenento and Kitty Hawk. Alo1')g that' line, why don I t the large 
group of caufornia and nearby western st,atesCowboys have a west 
coast reunion? 
other q~stiOl'll'laire replies showed we must have cbne everything 
right atthe inooIpOration neeting since all Officers were reelected 
as they were originally selected. Just so you know tho~, the 
follooing were nominated for various Ranch officer posit~ons: 
Gentry, Scott, Boone, Womack, Topolosky, Quinn, Willoughby, Avery," 
Wildnian, Reynent, Stihl, Weston, Zapf, Mucho, Mikolasy, Bardch, 
fuore, Marshall, Pochurek and Wollf!. AI; itt: stands, you have all , 
made it clear that we should oontinue as inoorpottated and we shalL 
until further notice. 
There were several letters either criticizing or questioning the 
Ranchero awards. ' Sone just wanted to know hoo it wori<:S. In the ' 
past whcever was hosting the reunion awaroed it to folks like Jack, 
Spey or Pete Spivey for establi!l;hing the Ranch Handorganization: 
and particularly 'for keeping it rolling since 1966. Hewever, 
because so many folks were nominated this yeer, we are putting 
a JIOratorium ,on the award and will salle if for really special 
occasions. Just so you will know, the following were nominated 
for the award this year: Fisher, Gentry,' Soott, Boone, Duff, Zapf 
Womack, Quinn, Winstead, lemaire, Stoner, Clanton, Bailey, Avery, 
Topolosky and Willoughby. Everyone nominated'is highly deserving 
and can be proud his fellow Cowboys submitted his nane. 
DenI1Y Eagleson requested I have a neJlOrial "Honor Roll" parchnent 
made of our KIA Ranch Hands.suitable for framing. Please advise 
ne on this as I need a geneEl idea of the nunDers of copies as 
this will be pretty expensive if I have the job done right. Also 
I neeq to knoo if you would pay for any you order or shOUld the 
Ranch Pc\y for them? There is a place to ,answer this on theretmn, 
sheet. ' 
Tom Quinn says he is holding a copy (on recycled paper) of "DAF 
Final Environnental Statenent - Disposition of Orange Hertlicide 
by inceration" for Ranch archives. Art McConnell has foxwaI'ded J 
a considl!!'rable history of Ranch.,. Operations that he had oolll'il.ed. 
Harry u;~y ~o fc;>:rwarded so~ info on a report on the effects ' 
of h7rb~c~des m V~etnam. This report' is very favorable to us' 
and m essence they found no nedically valid evidence for ill 
effects on people and that Ilk'lny Vietnenese were alive today who 
',have been killed if military olijectiveEl h'ldbeen pU+'!lllEld 



atandaro neanel auch as bombing, napalm, CBU etc. 
ha\'e terrporarily lost our war to continue to weMl'o1'lr Vietnenese 

,as an official decoration. As I've told you in previous 
nelolSl.ettel:'S I formally petitioned AFMPC in writing to waiver us 
from the new regulation which bans the wear of foreigtl wings. They 
denied this request and we then went forward to the Air Force 
Unifornt Board at the Pentagon. AI though syrrpathetic, they too 
turned us cbwit. I will a:mtinue to PUl:'Sue this further. 
On the plus side I now have the nares of 60.9 Ranch Hands. I suspect 
there may be as many as 40.0 tlllOre I do not have. If each cbf you 
. search out sone old orders with Ranch nares and Service 

numbers on them I COYihill,~get a better handle pn this problem. I 
wv<..,.u think you ex COlllJl1anders, ops officers, execs, flight leaders 

madn~nance foll!s could 00 ne a lot of gcod on this, but I'll 
any orders any of you can tum up. Along this line I have 

list of 125. nares I ha\'e submitted to AFMPC for their locator 
research for ne. With just a little hustle we could shortly 

IOllrtn1ri)E!r the Air ColllJl1anoo Association (whoJreITheartily endorse). 
again I suggest we support the ACA fully. I 

ha\'e done ny best to get your ranks corrected, but know I am 
behind the power Cur\'e in that department. Each reply 

IreCi~avs,d to this newiiketter will be carefully scrlJrtinized to insure 
rank, social security number and pe:nnanent address are correct. 

1'Th,q", .. will be recorded in the card file. It is \'ery inportant I 
a social security number, but lIlOSt inportan1? is a pennanent 
address. Each year 10% of ny mailings are returned and I lose 

, 40. addresse~s each year. The post office 'wiN. not reppat will 
forward your mail after 6 lIlOnthS when you lIlOve. This costs' us 

Il1Y'l1o",,, but IlOSt inportant I lose our nest valuable asset - you. 
IRelllilnDelt', about 10. jk§!ai's from now you'll really want to make that, 

re1f1ion and IlII8llt be able to find you tb tell yo\,!, ,where the' 
l.S. Please ke~ an eye on the AF Tine. ,loca-ter and the ' 

UlU.UII colunns as well as "the AF Magazine. I, run ads in each 
about a 

was was 
ComnI!lndos I see no reason to aseess a yearly dues aIlOunt, and 

don't think we should drop /l.nane fromtthe list for non-contri­
IInllT'l.rm. Therefore, the policy has been and will continuetotb be 

will operate solely from oonations.The last newiletter resulted 
oonations from $1.0.0. to $25.0.0. with 5.0.% of the returns containing 

lloona·tic:ns. So if you can donate, do it. If you can't, oon't sweat, 
, the Ranch always gets the job oone. we ,care ~re abourt hearing' 

you than how many oonations we get. Once a, Ranch Hand always \ 
Ranch Hand, you won't be dropped from the roUs. 
a similar subject I plan to write the presidents of those chern­

conpanies whose PI?ducts-we used in SEA advising them/of our 
official status (Le. incorporated). I will advise them of our 

1i!>J.ans to establish SOlll!! IlOdest philanth~ic program!! (scllolarships 
exant>le). I 'hope to interest them in supporting us in these 

I IElTIClea\l:m, !I • My ideas you may have on this prognllll wouaId be IlOSt 

I~~:.~~!~ of address arrived too late for inclusion in the printed 
Ib so if you want to find Bruce Colvin he is in lAw Sehool ,at 

Forest (180. GllindareDr, Apt 16, Winston Salem NC 2710.4), He 
,wr", u.s he'll be able to spring all the guys picked up for disorderly 
Iloon(iuc,t etc at the 1977 reunion. The other address is bur ex~MPC 
first rate Cowboy Brad Eliot. Brad's an lJC and can. be rt!ached at 

IISH~E Cps Div, ~ONY 0.90.55. 



ThE!re were just \boo many proll'Otions and address changes to pass 
all along to you. Our CGlboys have done right well in the. 

~~fr:~it~circuit. Also, unfortunately, there ~a deluge pf 
1:1 as we have all seen around us lately. r keep 
reminding you we'll all want to make that 20th reunion, so keep 
in touch. 
Here's sone of the news from our II'Ore prolific wri tere • Dick 
PeBhkin now a Colonel and heading for Air Attache duty in 
Cambodia. IIC John Boeddy is in California. IIC Stan Phillips 
at Bedford, MA. Captain Larry Hanfland at Pease AFB and aiding 
ne in getting addresses on missing abwboys. ~~ain Jim Long . 
IIOving to Scott AFB in April. LIC Jim Tanner in charm school 
at Maxwell. Jim Perialas ,retired in Ohio , writes he ferried 
PATrnES to K-lI'Odification in '68. He added that if old Patches 
didn't snell bad enough already, his co-pilot collected a bunch 
of coral shells etc along the way and most of them decorrposed 
enroute adding a new snell to the old birds already lusty 
interior. LlC les Easton says he'll rotate from Weisbaden Aug 
76 (look out '77 reunion). T8gt Pete Cholonetes now residing 
on (would you believe) Red Onion Circle in Colorado Springs. . 
Colonel Joe Boyer retired 15 Jan to Alexandria, IA. len 
Bochicchio still current in the Thunder Turl<:ey C':123 (reserves) 
at Grissom. He has offered to fly PATrnES to the Af' MuseUm 
anytine from any place.Ib we have any other Cowboys still ' 
current in the 123? Diane Alrreter still writes rre Altus AFB 
where Frank is hopefully taking reading and writing lessons so 
he can write ne a letter hineelf. She had always offered to 
help oout on Ranch matters and I strongly suspect she oould 
write this newsletter better than rre. She's a nore avid 
Ranchette than the average bear. Major GT Adarre basking on the 
world's greatest beach (from the Pereian Gulf to the Red Sea) 
and wishes you were there - instead of him! lee Inman wrote 
asking when PATrnES would go to the Af' Museum. I checked with 
the museum folks and they say no plans in pear future. Maybe 
the boneyarding of. multis nCM in progress will speed that up. 
lee reool!D'leIlded having the reunion during the sumner so the 
Fraus and anklebitfag rug rats could see Dad get SEa-oed. A good 
idea and I'd like to hear hCM you all feel about it. We solved 
lee's problem this year by having the party at his ho~e 
AFB). We are really having the reunion there because lee's 
midnight requisition exploits are legendary. He should Cone up 
with sone real gelll3 for us. Major GenerrowmilRg~l forner Af'ACAD 
cadet, forner Ranch Hand, and forner test pilot student finally 
got a job at Wright Pat. It's a good thing I'm an instructor 
at the test pilot school because Gene needE!d a' lot of help 
getting his arm gold plated in order to graduate. IIC Bob Dyer 
now a Squadron Conmander at Dyess.' MSgt Ran FCM1er is keeping 
up the Ranch ttlilage in Panama. Major T 0 Williarre transferred, 
as he put it, "to the frappin pentagon" .:. he'll still be griping 
when he makes bird COlonel in two years. Joe M!adow reti~d and 
c1aine he is the world's greatest manager of the Lakeview II'Obile 
hone pari< in Weslaoa (is that in the US.? must be Texas). Rex 
Stoner (Ford dealer par excellenoe)' found Dave Stockton in 
Atlanta for ne. Jack Gentry alive and well linng the retired 
life in Dallas. TSgt Jack ST Pierre at WPAFB.Capt Lloyd West 
in Europe getting IIOre addresses for ne. leo Gagnon retired 
to sunny Tenpe, Arizona. Ttlm Boone now a Colonel. ! wonder if 
he still wears his purple scarf under his uniform? Jack Anderson 
retired to Dall¥. - We' 11 miss his al,rl:i,:ft to the re1,ll'lions. 


