
RANCH HAND NEWSLEITER 
JUNE 1975 

RANCH HANDS, 
The 9th armual symposium of superbly intelligent, sophisticate;d 

much decorated, suave, debonaire and highly motivated folks (otheY'--< 
wiSe knCMn as the 9th armual Ranch Hand reunion) was an outstandin~ 
success. 

A great round of applause for the exemplary job done by our 
hosts of the Langley Flight. I have only missed one reunion ( I 
was in ~EA during the first one) and this was one of our finest 
extravagapzas. In fact, a significant number of wives participated 
in all the events and I think we all agreed they can liven up the 
business of reunions as well as we can. The accommodations, the 
hors d' ouerves, the service and the supper were par exellence. The 
Sheraton had everything we needed and began swinging with us once 

• they got the hang of Cowboy operations. 
Jack Gentry and I were met at the airport Friday by Pete 

Spivey, Dick Peshkin and a case of cold beer. During our baggage 
retrieval drill a really bad scene hippy type with allopg ratty 
beard and a mop of wild hair tried to start up a conversation witp 
us. Pete finally figured out it was really Marv Zepf in his new" 
"retired" look he's adopted while attending college on the GI bill. 

The Ranch reunion committee had liberated the 8th floor of the 
Sheraton in true Commando fashion and had a hospitality room going 
full blast. They gave me a bedroom attached to the hospitality 
suite. A real honor, but I never got to use it since the hospital~ 
i ty suite never shut down from Friday noon till Sunday noon. I 
could sleep through outgoing barrages in "Nam, but you just don't 
sleep next door to a Ranch reunion. I never got my bag unpacked 
either so what the heck! 

Friday',s "practice party" lasted all~night so it was only 
natural that the Saturday business meeting was postponed till Sat 
nig~t and the fishing trip was definitely out. Who really wanted 
to sit on a rocking boat after an all night bash? As for skeet 
shooting - no way - far to noisy so we scrubbed that also. Later 
in the morning.lsas things improved (the bloody mary influence) we 
cancelled the Busch gardens program since we could easily see there 
was no way Busch could improve on comraderie and glow found in the 
hospitality room. 

Saturday afternoon some of our superior NCO's (Yale, Coates, 
McCabe etc) surrounded a long shuffleboard in a super friendly bar 
nearby where the 8 year never en~g shuffleboard contest was re­
newed. The Zepf-Hubbs combination was too much for the folks who. 
have quit ~ging out in those pl~ces sinc~ returning to the ~~NG~. 

Meanwhlle back at the OperatlDnS center at the Sheraton,JQhn 
Mesic, Lee Inman, Ray Lemaire (and other nefarious types) had made 
a noontime requisition of the Hotel's $6,000 electronic tennis 
machine. How they ever got that oversized monster upLto the 8th 
floor and into the room is a mystery the Sheraton will never solve, 
The manager is probably still trying to figure out how to get it" 
back down to the main bar. " 

That machine was played continuously all day all night and 
was still on at 0830 Sunday AM. Burk Mucho established himself i3-S 
the Maitre D' of that operation. Burk's uniform consisted soley of 
a pair of purple shorts. You read that right, he discarded his . 
purple flight suit and damned if he wasn't wearing matching skivJies. 
Now that's class! 

Some of the other highlights of Saturday evening was the 
refreshing dip some of our folks enj oyed in the indoor p~ated pool 
in the lobby area. For those of you who participated and may wonder 
what kind of an image you proj ect while skinny dipping, the hotel 
management made video tapes with their security cameras and I'm 1, 

the Southwest distril;mtor of the tapes at varying prices depending 
on whether at the time you were married, single, male or female" 

Another vignette is the lost wallet caper which resolved , 
itself when one =·of our aquatic stars found all i terns intact in the 
room from which he made his famous streak to the pool. It was his 
streak back (in the wrong direction) that confused him as to where 
he had left his wallet. . ... 

To keep the record straight it must be pointed out that a great 
deal of editing (censoring) and outright overlooking of certain 
events of 2-4 May were necessary to get any commercial printer to 
prin6 this thing. . 

A sobering note to those cowboys who said they would attend ~ut 
did not, and did not let us know. 13 folks who did not advise us 
they wouldn't make it cost us some $$$$. All meals and some roorns 
were based on your showing up. The rest of us and the Randh kitty 

. had to come up with $150. 00 for no, -shows and other i terns . For you 
folks who did advise us you couldn't make it - Thanks. 
J, Len Bochicchio airlifted in a contingent in his Reserve C-123,. 
Bud Fisher and Burke Mucho in from WPAFB, John Richmond driving froin 
McBuire. Other colorful cowboys we shared toddys with were Roger 
Meekins, Carol Hughes, Al Jennings, Bob Phieff and Bud Watts. Joe 
Dougherty and Tom Duff sipping a cool one with Pooch Pochurek of 
Reunion corruni ttee fame. Ed Searles with the rest of the swingif1g 

---- ""- --------

NCO's rehashing the good old days with MY' Carver (TAC entomoligist). 
We missed Williams , Mitchell , Ritter, Uhler, Saunders, Mead, 

Marnell, Woinack, Wes ley, Clanton, Sell<, Zemple, Kidd, Bobick , 
Hutchings, Taylor, Curtis and Brown ':Jho couldn't make it for 
various reasons. 

For all you aother cowboys we had one (or more) for you and 
your ears must have been ringing as everyone was mentioned sooner 
or later. It was an outstanding affair and our most sincer thanks 
to the Langley Flight for the great amount of plarming and effort 
that resuMed in a superior job. 

We were sorry our old standbys Russ Mohney, Rex Stoner and 
Ralph Dresser were tied up far away. 

Saturday night we held our formal business meeting as required 
by our recent incorporation and the ~utes are as follows: , . 

1975 Business meeting convened at 
2030 Hrs, 3 May 75, Sheraton-Coloseum 
Hotel, Hampton, Virginia . 

1. All attending members were briefed on and concurred 
with the status of: 
a. Minutes of last meeting 
b. Ranch funds report 
c. Wear of Vietnemese Wings 

Our appeal to the g Uniform Board was 
edenied. We will seek a waiver to AFM 35-10. 

(open) 
d. Lack of MPC locator support in obtaini[lg 

missing cowboy addresses. Paul Clanton and 
Lowell Thomas still working this (open) 

e. Site of 1976 (lOth) reunion. Two possibilities 
were discussed, Hurlburt and Langley. zLangley 
was a strong contender based on number of cowboys 
in the NE US area, a cadry of retired in the area 

I" [(who have demonstrated they can throw a wing ding 
and the Sheraton's invitation to return. A final 
decision was not made, (open) 

2. It was proposed that the current roster of Officers 
would continue in office as elected at last years 
reunion indefinitely unless major changes were deemed 
necessary. (unanimous and closed) 

3. A $500 educational support scholarship or assistance fund 
was authorized for the use of one of our KIA NCOs 
dependents. The selection will be l'nade on the most 
needy basis. (unanimous - open) 

4. It was recorrunended that we advertise in more publications 
for former RanCh Hands. Examples were the Retired Officers . 
Association, .The NCOA and any other nationally distributed 
media. (Unanimous - closed) 

5. It was recommended that information on the Purple Heart 
Club (a national organization) be made available to 
interested fonner Ranch Hands. (Unanimous - open) 

6. Lee Inman proposed a letter be sent to President Ford and 
all members of Cmngress which generally addressed the 
events leading up to the fall of South Vietnam and US 
commi 1:rfi:ants to foreign countries. This letter could not 
be endorsed at the business meeting without the Board of 
Directors Approval. Copies will be sent to each Board 
member. Discussion on this item was spirited with no 
clear deeision reached. (open) 

7. It was deciEled to continue our efforts to solicit funds 
for our educational assistance/scholarship program from 
major companies such as J:)a.J Chemical and Monsanto. (open) 

8. The 1975 formal business meeting was adjourned at 2100 Hrs 
3 May 1975. 

NOTES FROM THE FIELD 

Colonel Tom Boone to become AFROTC Prof at Un of Iilinois. 
Lt Col Rags Ragland moved to SAC HQS after his B-1 sting at 
Rockwell. Chief Burnie Dallas still in Abilene TX, still one 
of the biggest contributors to the Ranch kitty. Burnie got a 
Ranchero award last year. Hope the Wright Pat folks got it to 
him. Captain . Walt Cunningham retired to Illinois. Capt Jerry 
Davis instructing in T-38's at Lubbock. 



, 
Dr. Major Ted Encke keeping his hand in as a FS with a Penn. A-7 
unit. Personal for Major Ed Kraft - No, Frank Almeter is not sick 
I was just bugging him about having Diane answer all his Ranch Hand 
mail. TSgt Bill McCabe performing in his usual outstanding manner 
at McGuire and finding 5 lost Ranch Hands for me - many thanks. If 
each cowboy found just one missing address we'd have them all. 

Major Joe 0' Connor at Mather still supporting us vigorously. 
Captain Larry Hanfland really coming through for the Remch fran 
Pease AFB. Larry not only keeps the kitty purring, but finds 
Ranchers i3J1d sends orders, photos etc. TGreat work. Lt Col John 
Richmond:ctoing the same for us at McGuire. Merlin Ripley is really 
SMSgt arid not a SSGT as I've carried him on the roster for the last 
9 years. Which reminds m2 of the Saffi2 story on SMSgt (ret) Ray 
Lemaire who I did the Saffi2 disservice to. I think I called Roy 
Coates Don the last part of the reunion weekend. Forgive me for I 
knew not of what I was doing. Must be the Virginia water that 
causes that. Sorry Rip, Ray and Roy. 

MajorTex Ritter harrassing the 682nd DASC at Shaw AFB. Major 
Rod Saunders retired and living in Plattsburgh, NY. MSgt Vern 
Uhler still participating in skydiving jumpfests. He and I must 
be the two oldest active jumpers left in the Ranch. It ve got more 
sense than him since I only g.ump from Helos into calm, warm bay 
waters with not less than four of my recovery boats waiting for 
me. 

Captain Dick Wagoner :in Riverside, CA ably assisting the Ranch 
fund and tracking da-m missing cowboys. AF Tim2s ads paid off by 
finding Bob Wesley in New Jersey, MSgt Raul Gamboa in Fort Worth 
as many others. Lt Col Larry Youngren retired and working for FAA 
in the DC area. Marvelous Marvin Zepf retired in Utah and going to 
school where he contemplates his flowing beard. I hear he is 
majoring in GURU. May the fleas of a thousand caffi21s nestle in 
your beard. 

What can you say when Colonel Vito iDngo sends in a check for 
$100? That donation assured us of m2eting our scholarship or 
educational assistance goal for this year. Vi to writes " Your 
latest newsletter was the most infonnative yet and I must congrat.,­
ulate you and all other Ranchers that have done so_much to keep 
the Ranch and its m2rnbers alive. You have done absolute wonders. 
I enclose my contribution to continue this most gist9ric and for 
me nostagically interesting part of my Air Force career." Vito 
is currently at Norton AFB. Thanks for the kind words, even 
Ranch Hand Presidents like complim2nts. 

LT Enrique Otero fattening the Ranch kitty fran iDring AFB. 
_- Captain Wayne Chandleron.tbe move from Platt.§>burg to_ th~_ 916th __ 

ARFS at Travis. Lt Col Frank Moore retired~ on 1 April. Lt- Col 
George Miller Still doing the State Personnel work in Tennessee. 
Lt Col Clyde Picht (who I have tried to track da-m for 3 or 4 
years) is carmnander of a Cornrn Gp in Germany, on Jilis way to 
Carswell in July. Lt Col Jim Marnell (Saffi2 story as Clyde- I 
tried to find him for last few years) seems the comm people are 
the last to cornrn. Jim's recently retired, knocked around Europe, 
then settled in Cape Cod. Says he tried both work and liesure 
but that work is grossly overrated. If you run into him don't 
be surprised that he grew his hair and his waistlin§. 

Colonel Larry McCarthy tracking down cowboys in Germany and 
aiding the Ranch education fund. Elaine Norcross writes that 
Captain }U Norcross and she left Hawaii for Bangkok and have been 
enjoyi!lg the tour. She said Al had been spending a good deal of 
tim2 in Phnom Penh - not now I suspect. Lt Col Joe Fox at WPAFB 
and helping m2 find cowboys I never knew about by sending me old 
orders. Thanks Joe - hope you are feeling better. 

Major Gene Marshall working in Dallas for Texas Instruments 
asa Contract Administrator and negotiator. Tells m2 that Lt Col 
Tom Durdin is Chief of Defense Contracts with Texas Instruments. 
Lt Col Charlie Crawford retired 28 Feb 75 and opened a trans­
fonner repair shop in Anniston, Alabama. He'll be at the next 
reunion if we hold it in Fort Walton Beach. LtCol Wayne (repeat 
Wayne) Jefferson in Colo Springs finding cc:UbQY9 for us. If I 
send Wayne one more letter starting out t"Dear Bill" he'll smash 
me. Does anyone know where Lt Col William H Jefferson is or if 
there ever was one? 

Walt Cunningham working for U. S. Aviation Underwriters and 
attending school in iDs Angeles. Major Jack Spey still in SEA 
(12 plus years) and flying the C-123. Must have found a home 
over there. Congratulations on the new bride. Frank Almeter 
putting a busted Beech Bonanza back together to fly to future 
reunions. Bill King married, finishing Vet Med school in Colo. 
Colonel Al "Buck" Trott new VC of MAC Wing at McChord. Lt Col 
Dan Hejde assigned from Colorado to the 18th MAS at McGuire 
says he runs into Bob Fischer who flies with the Reserve Wing. 
Bruce Colvin was taking finals during the reunion but says we 
will have our own legal eagle next year to bail us out. Could 
have used you on three known accasions this year (or wasn't I 
supposed to m2ntion that?). 

--- ------------

-, -
Captain Jeff Britton flying in same squadron at Wbbock as 
Jerry Davis. Dan Phillipi separated and doing well in Sacto, CA. 
Major Ron Mead with much help from lovely wife finding me many 
missing Ranch addresses in FWB area. Good work, thank your frau. 
Major Paul Mitchell finally rediscovered in 2nd Aerial Delivery 
Group at Dobbins AFB. Lt Col Bob McCollester tracked down in 
USAFE HQS/XPOO. 

Major John Pietenpol retired in Destin so he can make all 
the future reunions in FWB. Ron Mead is interested in getting 
a model of the Spray C-123 built since no one in the business of 
building mass produced models has come out with one. He thinks 
he can get it done if enough folks show an interest. Anyone 
interested in this worthwhile endeavor should contact Ron and witt 
enough interest and orders we can get a producer to come up with 
"PATCHES". Write to Ron at: 

r 

Major Ron Mead 
608 Ferretti Ave 
Ft Walton Bch, FL 
32548 

*Sign me up Ron, I want 
one - Charlie 

Along these lines for any cowboys who missed it, Pete 
Spivey had Ranch Hand Beer mugs and Coffee mugs made up with 
naffi2S on them and Mike Topolosky had 3111 metal Ranch insignia 
made up that make dandy plaques. Mike also handled the- Ranch 
lapel pins which are 5 color beauties. Contaet them for details. 

I recei v~d, in the name of all Ranch Hands, 
the most'beau~ful Xmas card we could ask for. 
It could have been written on the back of a 
post card and it still would have been first 
cabin because it was signed •. 

Heine Aderholt 
BRIGADIER GENERAL 

Also the Air Commando Association continuing to give 
outstanding support to the Ranch. Our mutual cooperation is 
of utmost importance to every Special Ops person. Thanks ACA. 

Absolutely fantastic news for Rancheros at Dyess AFB, 
Colonel Russ Mohney new airlift Wing Commander. Maj Sid 
Weiner doesn't answer Ranch mail but we know he moved from 

- - HQAFSC to-Pentagon ~ Sgt Gerry Hutchings back from Europe and 
living in Hampton, VA with a large group of ecowboys there. 
Got SOm2 old time Ranchers Sgts Roy Coates, Keith Yale and 
John Mesic off the missing list when they all turned up at 
Langley or the local area. Also found Sgt James L Taylor at 
Langley. If everybody will advise me of those folks I don't 
have listed, I'll find tem sooner or later. 

Lt Col Bill Knothe hanging in in spite of Parkinson's 
disease in FWB. Says he seems to be doing a bit better. Brad 
Eliot says he couldn't stretch a 3 day pass from Europe to make 
the reunion. He's at Shape ~. 

Still getting my Lt Col W. Robinsons mixed up (sounds like 
the Jefferson story) anyway Wilbur L is at Austin TX and William 
F is in Hockley TX. Retired Sgt Bob Wesley very much in contact 
with m2 from CarrKien, NJ. Lt Col Clarence Vanderwey at APO 96553. 
I found Floyd Millis retired in Smyrna, Gawga. MSgt Bob Oba 
transferred from Mather to Yokota. Major Duane Weston retired 
in La Jolla, CA. MSgt Cary Lahmon retired in Columbus, Ohio. He 
and Jim Perialas can rehash old times there. TSgt Lloyd 
Hamnerstrom retired in Colo Springs sent me a great poem titled 
"Last Mission" which I will include later in this newsletter. 
Wish I had it sooner, beautiful! 

USA Colonel Bill Shade retired and going Mach 1 conserving 
engrgy in his new job as energy conservation director, Boise 
Cascade Corp, Idaho. From defoliation to Director of engrgy 
conservation - wow! TSgt Art Gack back on our mailing list and 
serving with the VIP flight at Andrews. Lt Col Les Easton 
upholding the Ranch :image in Weisbaden. Says he still wears his 
V-N wings and will see tiS at next years reunion. 

Captain Murray Green at Fairchild AFB and of great,help in 
finding lost cowboys for me. Gene Stammer passed Hugh Shirley's 
address to us from the Crystal Lake, Illinois area where all the 
outstanding airline pilots live. Wow! I finally got some really 
original Ranch Hand orders. TSgt (ret) John Mesic, Hampton VA, 
sent me copies of orders from 1961, 1962 & 1963! I kept finding 
Keith Yale's name on them and other old timers like Mike Devlin, 
Al Kidd, Dick Haupt, Carl Marshall, Hughie Blankenship, Roy C0aj:ee 
Ed Fitzpatrick, John Giles, Jim Kahl, Lloyd Atkins, Ed Carlson, 
Jerry Cornwall, Frank Dowell, Jerry Hutchings, Ben King and Bill 
(F) Robinson. Would you believe most were Captains or Lt's and 
Staff or a)zess. Just proves you don't need a aot of rank to get 

'It; .• 



It 

the job done. Now if I could just get a handle on the '63-70 
time frame. Thanks John. 

Lt Col Hank Good retired and living the "Good" life at 
Seeley Lake, Montana. Hank says its SO miles to the General 
store in Kalispell and SO miles to the General store in 
Missoula. However, the deer and elk hunting keep the larder 
filled in the 2600 sq ft, 2 fireplace $ bar home they've 
built on the lake. He says his extra guest house/office/ 
study is almost finished so stop by. Hank, I'm still holding 
your signed pledge. . 

Colonel Joe Dougherty working on SECDEF staff in DC. 
Lt Col {ret) Stan Nelson flying Gulfstreams for the NASA 
Space Center at Cape Canaveral and has a 33 t sailboat he lives 
on. Finally really found MSgt Bill Selk at McGuire AFB. 
Sent his mail to the 6th MAS mailroom and they returned it 
"addressee unknown". Bill McCabe finally got me his home 
address and we ;'are connected now. Damn Postal Service! 

Received a very nice letter from USA Captain Ted 
Eisenman, Army Cobra pilot and Brother-in-law of Ranch Hand 
Captain Howie Barden (KIA 31 Jan 67). Ted saw our Ranch 
Reunion ad in Times and wished us the best. He added 
" .. regardless of where we fly and fight, the missions we 
have flown and the comrades we've known will never be lost." 

Here's a greatly edited version of a letter from one of 
our rembte assignees. The editing was necessary to maintain 
diplomatic relations. 

"I am currently on a one year remote with Mil Tng Mission 
in -,' flying C-llS' s allover the frappin t country 
hauling everything from hershey bars to toilet paper. The job 
reminds me of a similar operation I was associated with in . 
SEA in '61 except for a few minor differences. I guess it 
is the local custom to chain the women up in some unknown 
place cuz you rarely see any out on the street and when you 
do they are covered from head to toe. I never thought I'd 
see the day that I'd get horny seeing a sheet walking down 
the street. What few dogs you find here are all goigg nuts 
trying to find a tree. Hang loose, keep the faith, wish you 
were here so I could be there. As they say here, Please be 
assured of my continuiing high esteem." Smutty George Adams 

---- ~ ----- ~,--

GENERAL INFO 

We now have 650 names of former Ranch Hands. Of this 
number we are in direct contact with and being supported by 
360. We still have 290 names with no addresses. How many 
times have you casually met a former Ranch Hand who either 
had lost contact with us or who had never received a letter 
from us? Did you think to write his name and address down 
and stick it in your wallet? Are you still writing Xmas cards 
to an old Ranch buddy who isn't listed or is among the missing? 

If each of you found one, we'd have them all and probably 
a couple of hungred more. I only know of two cowboys who 
don't answer their mail. The Ranch long ago proved it was 
one of the most unique units to fly in combat, had more esprit 
de corps than any unit in modern times, and has remained 
closer in spirit and real world communication than any unit of 
comparable size. WE ARE SOME KIND OF SPECIAL AND DON'T YOU 
FORGET IT! 

The postal service is still our worst ene.rrw. They will 
not forward mail to you from a military address after six 
months frc:m a move. And your home is address is a definite 
maybe for periods from 6 to 12 months, depending on the energy 
level of the local postal weenies. 

I think you can see why I need a permanent address on 
each of you. If you want to make that 20th reunion let alone 
the 10th next year, I've got to be able to find you. 

Now for finances. There are no dues. Won't be any. 
Our funding comes from the dollar here, dollar there that 
shows up am our returns. (Vi to Longo excluded) That is what 
makes us far enough in the green this year to of fer a 
scholarship. We are broke now, but we never had enough to 
even pay for the newsletter until this year. Keep the freebies 
coming and if you don't have a buck in your pocket, we don't 
care - rather hear from you in any manner than worry about the 
small stuff. COWBOYS TAKE CARE OF THEIR OWN! 

TEAR ON LINE BELOW TO SAVE POEM ON BACK 

NAME SOC SECURITY NUMBER RANK (RETIRED?) 

CURRENT ADDRESS 

PERMANENT ADDRESS 

REMARKS : USE BOI'H SIDES IF NECESSARY. 

'TO THE RANCH! 



• 
MNOI IIJ\ND Nll-ISu:rn;R 

JlINJ; 19'/5 

RANCU 11m1)!"" 
1h,) HI Ii aJl1lu.,l nymponiuln of oupcroly int.lllit~tmt, sophisticated 

mu\~h d\1cOmhH..I, 6UilW, dubollain.! anu highly motivated folks (other­
wJ.rw )..1\\"""1l an the 9th 01111111.11 R.lnch Band l'3union) was an outatanding 
SUCC'erHl. 

A .~r\.·dt f'nlUld of tippJaUSt' for the! exenplt!uy job dono: by OUf' 
hontH or lb.! L...ulI',)cy l'H",ht.. I MVfl only miStJI,d OM l'vUJlian ( I 
W~n jl) til:/\ JUI'1I1~ LlII! fln~t UII\!!) and this WlIO on~' of our finol!lt 
~"tr.Iv.-lg'III:',.111. III f<1f:l, it sir.nific"'flt Ilul'nbor of WiWB participated 
in .:111 till! t]vnnto ,Ul\! I think we all agreed they can liven up the 
bUll.in~~H of ruuniolls "m well at; we can. 'l1lC accatmoclations, the 
h(lt~ d'Oll',,'rwS, the l:K.'rvicc and the sUPI>Ct' were P,at" eXellence. The 
SI~J\'Ih'" had I:!verythlnp. we r)I.~ded and began Bwin,r.Lng with us once 
ttKl'y i'pt tiM hdll& of COw'Uoy operotions. 

J<H:k (~mtI'Y and I wvre lIk':!t at the airport Friday by Pete 
SpiVl2Y, Dick I'eshkin and a case of cold beer. During our baggage 
ren'i~V<1l drill a really bad scene hippy type with oft .long ratty 
beani and a fOCIp of wild hair tried to etart up a conversati?n with 
us. Fete finally figured out it was really Maw Zepf in his new 
Uretil'-~d" look he's cldopted while attending college on the GI .bill. 

TIM Ranch reun.ion coII.nittee had libe;,:'ftted the 8th floor of the 
Slx>raton in true Comnando fashion and had a hospitality rocrn going 
full blallt. They gave 1M a bedroom attached to the hospitality 
suite. A real honor, but I never got to use it since the hospital­
ity suite uever shut da .. 1Il fn:m Friday noon till Sunday noon. : I 
could sleep through outgoing barrages in liNam, but you just don't 
sleep next door to a Ranch reunion. I never got lIo/ bag unpacked 
either so what the heck! 

t'riday's "practice party" lasted all night so it was only 
natuml tll<"lt the Saturoay business meeting was postponed till Sat 
night and tm fishing trip was definitely out. Who really wanted 
to sit 011 a rocking boat after an all night bash? As for skeet 
shooting - no ·way - far to Hoisy so we scrubbed that also. Later. 
in tho morning as things improved (the hloody mary influence) we 
canccl1Art the Busch ga.roens program sillcc we could easily see thor'! 
was ilO W<iy Busch could irrqm)vn on oomrad!rie and glow fOWld in the 
hospi tnli.ty l'l:x;m. 

SMI·UJ"'diJ.y aftenvxm !'lome of Olll:' auperi<>x' NCO's (Vale, Coates, 
Mc01J1'2 ~tc) SUl:'TOurlck~d c!\ lcme, nhuffleboo.ro itl cl aupcr friendly bar" 
nearby wlHH"C the 8 Y(:Jdr' nuve:a;' ending sllllfflebu"rd contest was re­
rwwod. Til'.! Zt~))f-Hubl..a combination· was too much for the folks who 
hdVO quH hanging out jn thoac plsccE.l ainc:-e nl!tumine to the CONUS. 

It.'<lflWh.;.le back at the Operations center at the Sheraton, John 
Mesic,. ler~ lrunan. Ray J..I~nld.if\~ (<';\Ild other nefarious types) had made 
it nOO11 tln,:~ }\:quiiiit j.on of t.hl! Hotel's $6,000 electronic tenniF! 
In..:tchiIlC. lb.,. they ever' got that overeiz.ed ITOIIt;ter up to the 8th 
float' and into-the rooln is <1 mystery the Sheraton will never solve. 
The JJlCm<l!~(11' :i.s probably still trying to fisure out hCM to get it 
h,lCk dUdJl t.il lh(~ '"ain hat'. . 

'l'h.:lt fJ~·ldllnr~ \lI<:IS played C01lt.inuously all <1W all night and 
w,w still on dt 0830· SllIl(li-1Y NI. BUrk Much() (lRtcwlished himself as 
the Nililr>::: DI of Uut oprnution. HU1'k'8 uniform consisted soley of 
d p,;d.l' of purph' filtorts. You r"Cau that l~ight. he d:lacan:led hia 
pUlp](, fLtg!lt (;uit d11d danuled If he wasn't wearing matching sk.i.vvies. 
Now t.ho-lt"'S clw33! 

SWIe of the other highlights of Saturday evening WctB the 
mfn.>nh.i.ng d.ip HCfT\lJ of our foJ.k$ enjoyed .:in the .indoor heated pool 
in Hll~ lobby arc!a. rOl' th08C of you who participated and may wonder 
Wh~lt kind of an .i.rnage you pn"lject while skinny dipping, the hotel 
nnnagef(]("11 t f1I4Kle vidNo t,lpes with their secUl:'ity cameras and I '/II 
the SOUtl~8t dish'wutOl' of tho "tapes at varying pt'ices depending 
on whothet' at tIle tin"J.l you were 1llBl;Tied, single, ntille or female. 

Another v:l.p,nette i~ the lost wallet capt:!l:' which resolved 
ibw) I Wlt':'I, onl? of our' aqu.:lt:i.c stall· .. found aU i.t~~rns intact in the 
n..-x:onl {'rom wh:ich he rt\:"").<~? hio fMt>uB nt-roak to tlll~ pool. It was his 
shunk back (in the \ltrong dil~ction) that· confused him as to whure 
he had left his wallet. 

To keep the record straight it- must be pointed out that 8. great 
deal of editing (censoring) and outright overlooking of oertain 
events of 2_11 May wem necessary to get any OOII'Inercial printer to 
print this thing. c 

A SOtJaril\f', note to thoSe COtlboys who said they would attend but 
dld rIot, ,md did not Ip.t \IS ImCM. 13 folks who did not adviso UB 
they wnul dll' t. lII,um :i. t <..'OS t us G(llte $$$$. All medls and acme rooms 
WIlIl-! l)'18I.'d on your IJrn:wiup. up. The rest of us and the Ranch kitty 
hi.ld to (.'(;nll~ up with $1&0.00 for no ShCMS and other iterro. For' you 
folks wilo did advine Ut:l you eouldn't IIlrlkc it - Thanks. 

lim Uochicchio .lit'lifted in a contingent in his Reserve C-123. 
i!u<.I riuhm~ illlcJ liurk.o MUcJIO ill fran WPArB, John Rich1oond- drivinR from 
McGuire. Olhm' 0010r1ul (xwboYlJ·w shared toddya with were Rene!' 
Moekinfl, Cwo! Ilugrn:m, A] JlJlullllgS, Boh Phieff and Bud Watts.· Joe 
J)oup)u~J·ty am] 'feAlI lAtH uipp.hll\ d cool one with PtIOCh Pochurek t)f 

Rt:eunioh COllulU-ttm.' fallll. 1.:.:1 fk!.1.rlca with tho rest of the swinr-.illf, 

NCO's rehdfihinr. tho I.'.ood old d,ws with Mr C=ll'ver (1'I\C unh:tOCll htiat). 
We missod Williams, MitC'hcll, Rittel'. IJh1ur, S.lUndor::~, t',.ldd, 

Marnell, Wanaek,. Woalt!.y, Clanton, Selic, 1oC'.Jnph~t Kill!, Ibhick, 
Hutchings, 1\!lylor, CW'tia, anti Drcwn who couldn't n1r.ike it for 
V4l"ious NASon_. 

FOX" all you ·'other cowboya wu had one (or ror,,) ~OI' you iUld 

yaup eant nlU.t ·have 1)(!-.1i1l rl.nr,il'16 as eve.yone WfW lI,mtitltlC..J II<X)f\C:r 
OJ" later. It was an oututtuldln" affAir and nur moot sinceI' 1.1l-V1k$ 
to the Laugley Flight for" the gNat aroount 0(" pltuUlinp, .md effot't 
that rcoul'ted in a super-iO!' job, 

We W're sorty our old standING Russ /"okIhncy, Rm, StofltJr <f1l,1I 
Ralph Dresser we~ tied up far (!May. 

Saturday night we held our fonnal businf1s!.l roooti.nr. as noqulrod 
by our recent incol1'Oration and the minutes arc as follCMS I 

1975 Business meeting e.onvelled at 
2030 Hrs, 3 May 75, Sheraton-Coloseum 
Hotel, Hampton,' Virginia 

1. All. attending members were briefed on and concurred 
with the status of: 
a. Minutes of last meeting 
b, !lanch funds repo'" 
c. We8II of Vietnemese Wings 

Our appeal to the M' Unifon'n Board was 
denied. We wlll seek a waiver to AfM 35-10. 
() .. 

d; t.Z" of MPC locator support in obtdining 
, missing cCMboy addresses. Paul Clanton and 

Lc.weU Thcmas stil.l worldng this (open) 
e. Site of 1916 (10th) reunion. TWo possibilities 

·were discussed, Hurlburt and Langley. La.r'lgley 
was a strong contender bMed on numoer ()f CXMOoyB 
in the NE US a:reil, a caclry of retil"'eGi in the. area 

, .. who have demOTls trated they can thr'CIW a wing dins: 
and the ·Sheraton's invJ.tat:i.Oi'I to return. A final 
decision WllS ne)t IN\do. (open) 

2. It ·was propos(!d that thp. current roater of Offiool'f.! 
would continue in office WI elected at l.ast yOBt'S 
reunion indefinit\11y unless nw.;or changea we1"O deem!ld 
necessary. (WlanlJJKJus and cl()8ed) 

3. A $500 educational support schol4n.h.i.p or assistance fund 
was authorized fOl~ the use of one of OUt' KIA NCOt> . 
de~ndents. 111e selection will be made on the rTlOst 
needy basis. (unanirrous - open) 

~. !t WB$ n::ccmoondcd that vlO advertise in IOOre publi<:ation .. q 

for former' Ranoh -Hr,nd$. Examples were din T<etil''f;.1d Off.i.eevs 
Asaoc:iation, 'I'he NeOA and any oth~lT' natiCllkllly di~trihuted 
IOOdi8. (Unaniroooo - olosed) 

5. It was recarrrended that information on the Ptirpll.'" Hear1: 
Club (8 national organization) be made available to 
Interested fOl."1ll:!r Ranch Hands. (Unani.mous - OI*-u) 

S. lee ITIIMO proposed a latter be sent to Pl"CHident Ford ilnd 
all members of Congress which generally addrefmad the 
events leading up to the fall of South Vietnam and· US 
oPnmi~nts to foreign CQtmtries. Thin letter could not 
be endoreed at the business meeting without the Bo.ard· or 
Directot'6 Approval. Copies will ~ sent to Bach Board 
me.nbor.· Discusnion on this item was sllirited with no 
clear cleclaion reached. .(open) 

·7. It Was decided to continl,le our e/·f"Ol:>tS to aolicit fundfl 
foro our eduCational aasis'tMcefBchol~ti'Ship program from 
majO!'· COInplUlies ·such as D:::M Chwca.l',MCl Monsanto. (open) 

8. The 197& formal business·lnaeting.wlIB adjout>ued at 2100 11m 
3 May 1975. . 

·NQI'ESFRQM·Tlffi rn;hD 
.' 

Colonel Tan Boone to ·OO·COO1B Af.'RQTC rror al Un of' 11linols. 
Lt Col Raga. Raft'land rowd 110 SM HQS after his B-1 sting dt 
Rockwell. Chief l:Jumie Pallas ·still in Abll.lmc 'I'X·, al.ill one 
of the bip,gtlst contributQ!"6:I to the Ranch kitly, Burnie 1~o·t a, 
Ranchero-award last YCi.i1l", I. the Wrir)lt P<lt ·.folks UGt It,,to 
him. C.aptain W('l1t_ Cunninp)uun-rnti·red t.o 11.linolll. Capt \h~t'ry 
Davia instrl.1c"tinp, i.n .1'_38 Is at htbbock. 



Dr. Mdjor Ted t.:nd(c kccpinp, his hand in as a rs with a Pcnn. A-7 
unit. I\~rsosl.'l fOl' fobjor 1:d Kroft - No, Frank Alncter is not sick 
I wetS lust bugging him <$out having Dianc anawer all hiu Ranch Hand 
mail. TS~~t Bill M<.'C.ilX! pCl'fonninr, in his usual outstanding 1l\-'lnnCI' 
at McGuin~ ClUJ finding 5 lout Fanch lkmds for me - Itklny thdllks. If 
each ~00y found just one missing address we'd have 'lh(>.Jn ~"\ll. 

Mtljor Joo O'Connor at Mather still' supporting us vigorously. 
Captain L.!trry Ha.nfland really COIning through for the Ranch fran 
Puclse ArO. Loll'"'ry not only keeps the kitty purring, but finds 
RoUlcJk'r'S and scndu orxk!t'S, photon etc, ·':Great work. Lt Col John 
RichrtPnd l10ing the same for us at McGuire.' l-brlin Ripley is really 
SMS,~t ,1Ild not: a SSG'l' as I' vc carried him on the roster for the last 
9 ye.:\ru. Whid} r\.~minds nC of the sarro story on SMSr,t (ret) Ray 
I.£'n~lil\.' who I di.d th~1 Saffe disservice to. I think I called Roy 
Co.ltt~S DOli th0 last part of the ro\.Ulion weekend. F<.'lt'give me for I 
Iol(!w not of what I was doIng. Must be the Virginia water that 
causes ·that. SOl"tY Rip, Ray and Roy. . 

fok\jol~ 'l't:!X Rit't(~r harrasaing the 68?nd DASC at Shaw ArB. Major' 
Rexl SmulCkll"fl reth-ed and living in Plattsburr.h, NY. MSgt Vem 
Uhler still. participa.ting in skydiving jl.U'lpfests. He and I must 
be the two oldest active j~l'S left in the Ranah. lIve got more 
sense than him since I only JlUlp from Helos into ca.lm,' warm bay 
waters with not less than four of: my recovery boats waiting for 
me. 

Captain Oick Wagoner in Riverside, CA ably assisting the Ranah 
fund and tracking da,.m missing o:Mboys. N l'i.rres ads paid off by 
finding Bob Wesley in New 'Jersey, MSgt Raul Gamboa in Fort Worth 
as many others. Lt Col l.any Youngren retired and woridng for FAA 
in the DC area. Marvelous Marvin Zepf retired in utah and going to 
school where he contenplates his flCWing beard. I hear he is 
majoring in GURU. May the fleas of a thousand caJl'¥'!ls nestle in 
your beard. J 

" What can you say when Col~l Vito Longo sends in a check for 
$100% That donati.on assured us of meeting our scholarship or 
educa1;j,onal assistance goal. for this ~ar. Vito writes 11 Your 
latest newsletter was the JOOSt infonnative yet and I must congret-, 
ulate you and all other Ranahers that have done, so much to keep . 
the Ranch and its membere alive. You have done, absolute wnders. 
I enclose ITl!f contribution to continue' thi.s rooet historic and for 
me nostagically interes ting part of my Air force career. II Vito 
is cul"'l:'Cntly at Norton MB. TIlanks for the kind words, even 
Ranch Hanel Presidents like compl.iments. 

1.1.' Enri.que Otero fattening the Ranch kitty fran loring ArB. 
Captltin Wayne Chandler on the. move from Plattsburg to the 9l6th 
ARF'S ;.it 'I'mvifl. Lt Col Fronk f!bore retired l on J. April. Lt Col 
GeOl1t<:! Miller Still doil18 the St~te f'(!nlonnol work in 'I'ennessee, 
Lt Col Clydo Picht (who t have tried to i:t"\;lck dfMn for _3 or II 
YOi.tH..l) i::J c:nlUnv.mder· of 11 Ccmn Gp 'In G(:)nl~)J1Y, on his way to 
CanM~ll 1n duly, lot ('.<,,1 IJim Marnell (tiol1OC' story as ClydQ- 1 
t1'i~d t:o .find him .For' lolst few years) SJr:('JlW,l the comn people are 
thf~ l,mt to comn. ,JiIll'U 1,'e(.'tmtJ,y r~t.in'd, knocked at'OLU)d Europe, 
th"n liwt.t.lcd in C'::LP~ OJd. S,lY:, he tr.Led Dol'h work and liesure 
but Lh<Lt work l.H 1f.,1"OOsl.y oVerr~·lted. If you run Into hiln don't 
h(\! Gut'jwiscd that ho gn;~w his haLr.' and hia waisHine. 

(hlon<~l I..arry Mr.(',<;1I"'thy trocking dadn C<Mboys in Germany and 
a1.ding the Ranch education fund. elaine NClrcn:lSS writ¢6, that 
Clptclin fI..l NOl"C1':.lS8 and ~h~ left Hawaii f9r Bangkok and have been 
nn'joying the tour. She said Al had been spendJng a good deal of 
t'iu~ in PhnOiA Penh - not new I SUflpe<..'t. Lt .. ('..0.1 ~roe Fox at WPAfU 
and h"!lping rre find cd.oIhoye I never' knew about.by sending too old 
OlU<-'W. Thanks ,Top ~. h(l'pI1 you are ft::cling, be-t:ter', 

M.:.rjOl" G(ine M')rahall working in UlIlaa fox' Texas Instt'\.lm9nts 
aB a Contract Administratei' and negotiatOJ". Tells rre' that Lt Col 
'rUA DJ.n:iiri is Chief of Defense Contl"i'lcts with 'l'exas Instl"\.llOOnts, 
Lt Col Olarlie Cr..1Wford retinld 28' Feb 75 and opened a tl'ans­
fOnTIcr rl:~ptrir' shop in Annistoll, J\lalKllTlol. He'll be at the next 
l"ElLU'lio]1 if 101(' hold i.l in Fox'l Walton 13er:lCh. Lt Col 'Wayne (repea.t 
Wayne) ,Jefferson in C.olo Springs finding COIlboyp for us, If I 
ucnd Wayne one fI'Ol'€ letter st.:u'ting out . "Pear Bill" he'll sfMSh 
me. lX.leS anyone kl\CM where. Lt Col William H Jefferson is or if 
there evel' was one? 

Walt OJrminr,hl.tlfl wox'king for U.S. Avlation Underwritcll!I and 
at.tondir~~ school in 100 Angeles. Major .Jack Spey still in SF.A 
(12 plus yoaru) tUld flying the C-123. Must have fOl,llld a heme 
ovm" t"1t<.!I'"C. Congn:rluJiltiOlw on thQ new bcl<l(~. F'J.'ank Almcter 
put l.tlll', fl buutoO Hood! UOrli.UI'I'.a l.ltlCk 1:(Jp'othcl" tQ fly to futuro 
r'(.!(uli()Il:;. Hi J 1 K.i.ng mm'rind, 1'inlsh.tnr, V(lt !'-be.! sohool in Colo. 
Coh)tlCli Al "Buck" Tn;)1 t ll<.lW VC of M/\C WJ.n,~ .'It' 'M, .. Chm"(1. Lt Col 
IlIM! IlPjdl! 1.ltlUij\JI()d fr\lIl1 Colnnltlo to thc 10th MAS .at McOwre 
!It.tV" Ill' r'lUI!J Inlo Bob I'ltmhnr whu flJlltJ wilh thc~ NotiONO Wing. 
ill'ut'o O,1vJ.1I WdU l'lkI11l'. fln~,'lu dud,fII1, Hl(! J'(.luldon hut BllYO ~ 
will h,lVll our' (},>,III lOWI.1 (U~~.I.11 IIOX:!. yOOU' 1.t) bolil Ull t)IJl. Could 
h,!VI! lilJud yuu, nn tlu'f!\l k.n(),.ltl <'K'C(lO.lUlltl t.hltJ yom'" (m' wtlan'·t'I 
uuppow~d t.u II'I-'HI lnn lhiIL?). 

Capt.,lln Joff Britton flying in SiUIIO sqUoldron'al 1J.lht.oock d~1 
Jerry Luvis. Dan Ftlillipi l;C'parut(ld and dJirJ,!~ well in :;dt.'to, 0'\. 
~jor Ron Me ... d with much holp fn)fn lowly wif(! finding nl~ many 
miasirlt,'. I<cmdl ",-hh\'ilG,as in FWn lIt\.',l. Good wol'k, th,'lIlk '(<.lUI' huu. 
MdjOl' Paul Milchdl finally t'edis<''OvlJI'L''I..1 in 2Jl!J At-L'ial Ilfd ivery 
Droup at l'lobbins ArB. Lt Col Iklb McColle!Jtm~ lNd\.'cl down in 
CSIII1: HQS/Xroo. 

Major John Pictt,Plpol retired in Destin so he C,ln 1l1(lke all 
the future xvwliollS in fWB. Ron Mead is inturos\(xj ill W.!t t in(l, 
a nodel of t}m Spnw C-IZ3 bunt since no Oil(! itl th~! bwilh.!sS of 
builtling mass produced nooels hdS COIIIf.! out willi Ofl(!. HI: thinks 
he can get it done if enough folks sho.-.r a.n Inhll\!st. ArtY()n~~ 
interested .in this worthwhile ellcle.'-'tV01' should eOlltdl!t J{()11 .U\d wi t 
enough interest imd orders we ccm- get a pnxluccp to come up with 
"PATCHES". Write to Ron at: 

Major Ron Mead 
608 Ferretti Ave 
Ft Walton Bah, FL 
32548 

"Sign m2 up fun, I want 
one - Ol<lt'lie 

Along these lines for any CCMboyS who missed it, Pete 
Spivey had Ranch Hand Beer mUgs and Coffee ITP..Igs !JUde up with 
names on them and Mike Topolosky had 3" metal Ranch insignia 
made up that make dandy plaques. Mike also handled the Ranch 
lapel pins which are 5, color beauties. Contact them for details. 

I received, in the l1ClI'OO of all Ranch Hands, 
the Il'OSt beaulrlful Xmas card we could ask for. 
It could have been wC'itten on the back of a 
post ccm:.:! and it still would have been fir'st 
cabin because it was signed .. 

Heine MenIal t 
BRIGADIER GENERAL 

Also the Ai.r Ccmnando Association continuing to gjve 
outstanding support to the Ranch. Our m.Jtual cooperation is 
of u1.Joost impox·tMcc to every Special Ops per'Son. 'l'tvmks ACA. 

Absolutely filnta.stic news' fo).' Rancheros at tyesn Arli, 
Colonel Russ Mohney new airlift Wing CQnmanckm, Mclj Sid 
Weiner doesn I t answer" Rimch ma:l.l: bu l wu knew he iJlOV(!(i frun 
HQ AFSC to Pent~,on. Sgt Gerry lIu'!;cldllgG lmd: fJ:"(~11 turopc mId 
living in Hampton, VA w.ith a l~u·W.' fV~)UP (If 'CX'Wh('J\I:'1 _lhep:,. 

'Got SOJllf;~ old tiTTlC' N.:mchcm Sgtu 1~(.Jy C{"')I.(,-'·~;, r • .nitl) Yd"I,,:\ ,Inri 
John Me~lic off U\C' m:im.dng liut,\'lliun they (Ill ttlr'lK'(1 tip at 

.I..anglay or" thu 'lot'al ar'Nl. A1.~1) found f:gt d,urr~8 I" 'J'llyl()I' i~I' 
I....lllglc,ly. H evetybody win ndv.i.ue 1f1l1~ ()f l.hmJ{J j"olko I dnn't 
have l1.~tcd. )"]]. filld '("ffi £I60Jl(~J' 0(' lut(~r'. 

Lt ('.01 l.l:i.ll Knoth() hanl:',.lnp, :i.1l ill ;;i.dtE: (,1:' l'W"Utl!.:on'L 
disp.ase in }\I,'H. SdYB he ooruos to bf~ tlO)IIP, iJ bi.t IJ(!t tl'I·. HI',lli 
Eliot sayS h(~ cO~lldn't stre1Gh a 3 day p.,t~·,(; .i'tT'JIn I:ul'opf'. te, lltilY£ 
the reunion. Jle'.u Ilt ShClpe jQ. 

Still getting my 1.t Col W. Robinsorm mixed up (t;OUndE like 
the Jefferson stOry) anyway Wilbw' I" ia (It Aur,tin 'I'X and Willi .. 
r is iil 1:lockley 'l'X. I~tired Sg·t Bob WeBley very much in contact 
with Ire fran C'lIndlm, N .. I. I.t ChI Cldx'(]llce Vandot¥It'!j dl i\PO U6S~3. 
I fOlmd Floyd Mil:Lil3 retil'Y~d in Smyr'na. Gawga. ~I!.-let 'Bob l'Jba 
transferi'ed fron Mather to Ycl<ota, "lajol~ D..klll(! Westol'l r'etiled 
in I.a Jolla, CA. M~,gt Cm:y. Lahnon retired in Columbus, Ohio, He 
and Jim PeT'ialilO can x'ehash old times th61't~. 'l'Sgt I.lloyd 
HamnerBtrom retired in Colo Springs sent fl1(~ a gn."clt: pO~nI titled 
IItast Mission" which I ~lill include later' jn thb 11,~ws.lell·er'. 
Wish I had it soon~t', heautiful! 

USA Colonel Bill ShadIJ reHr.red dud ,g('lj.ng Madl ). collServing 
~rgy in his new job ao enepgy oonael'V/ltion,diI"Elctor', I3oh~e 
Cascade Corp, Idllho. Frcm defoliation to -Director of tmergy 
conserv"t!on - '-"K)W! 'l'Sgt Art Gack back on our n~il.itlg, lbt and 
8ewi.ng with the VIP flight itt Andrews. Lt C(')l lr.a J;':t.<> ton 
upholdIng the Ran('h :lIMge 1.0 Wcisb.-... den, ·Sayfl he etLl.l weam his 
V-N wings and "fill Gce us at ,~'ft yeartk~,'(;luu.l(;)n. 

Captain Mur'n';ly Green"at r~hild- Arll_(Jllfl, (,r ,~r"':'ilt help in 
Jinding lost (.'(lWI.lOYJ1 for me. 'l(;\Qnc, St'U1IIY."· PdHlWd /1111',11 ~,ihj,l·lt~ls 

l.ldd;t'iIISG too, w from ('he Cl''Ya·taa; 14k(.·, UUno.b t.-\l\'.j Wil'.'I,"l ill I t.he. 
outet!\ncUnp, 'alr'l.in(! ,piloto, Uvo. , Wow! 1 finally got (101110 t~Ml.ly 
orininnl 1{;!llch,"lIdll~L orx.lm:fli 'W.H~1.i (r'Ot") 11(,~m M<lH.iC, lJ,onpl<'fl VA, 
aunt 100 copir.:o"of ~Mr'IJ' f1::an,-a.~fn, 1961' t; l!1(I:~! r k~!pl f illliir", 
,Iwlth y,o.1C\-,twnlUl~l ,on O¥1.1n (ilwb()~hor' old tim'n! .likl.' M.il!.I: l\lVllll, 
Al. Khld, DJok 1I.'lIlpl: t' {!<'Jt'J Mt.W6hul1, Hur,hl(,' Ill, tI!k~'II:ihi I"" Rov C'oiitf'.IJ., 
ClJ-rL-ty.liiJ.lr'1.tlk, \JC'lhn,n.ilou,.~.HnJ 1<!'\1l1. l.loyd Alktn;;, I~I C.Wltlllt1, 
Jar·tV COl"tlw.·llJ,' l'I"lTlk I.l:Ml11, doi'J:Y Ihll\'./I.iJl,P,I:, 1~'11 Kilij'. ,'lI\>.1 I~lll. 
(1') f(ohj,r~'I(;)I\. \·It.JUtd you bl!lJevg.lIIlx-It. w~'Y\! C"I'I,lIw 01',,1,1.':1 dud 
UtllfI' or lllf)(l. !lUi;t proV!!tl Y" .... dUll't Ill!ml " Jot (II I\tlJk tIl I'l:t 



tho jot> dunu. Nc.", if 1 could just ,ot a handle on the '63 .. 70 
tine franl', 'nlanks JO}UI.' ' 

t.t Cot Ilclnk Guod rutirod and livinp, tho "GoodU life' at 
Seclry ¥1kn, Montana. Hank says its 80 ndlce to the QmeMl 
stun- in Kcllinpell and 80 miles ,to the General store in 
mSf\OUlil. Ilt:Mewr, the deer and elk hooting kOOl> the larder 
filwJ in tt~ ?600 31. ft. '} fireplace $ bar> hcm..~ they've 
built on thu lake. ill! says his extra guest house/officel 
study in .1lJoost finir.hed so stop by. Hank, I'm still holding 
YOUl' sir,l\l~d pledge. 

Colond ,Joe lX')lW)lcrty woxidnr; on Sr:CDLT staff in DC. 
l.t Col (a\.ll) Stan Nt!lson flying GU!fstre<llTlS for tho NASA 
SprlC\:! Omtt:!r ut Capo CdI1averal ~'U\li has a 33' sailboat he lives 
on. l'indlly really found M,')r,t Bill. SeTh at McGuire AFB. 
&ml his n"l11 to the 6th MAS mailroom and they returned it 
",'(klt\)as~1,! unkncwn". Hill McCabe finally got n~ his horns 
,1~It'JHB and we mu connected now. Darrn Postal Service! 

iQ;lCl.,j 'All! a very nice letter fn:m USA Captajn Ted 
I:jlil~VTI<Ult Arnrt Cobra pilot and Drother--in-law of Ranch Hand 
Captain Hcwic ~n (KIA 31 Jan 67). Ted saw our Ranch 
~Wlion ad in 'Urnes and wished us the beat. He added 
" •• regardless of where we fly and fight, the ndssions we 
have flown and the comrades we've kncwn will never be lost." 

Here's a greatly edited version of a letter frem one of 
our> rcntltc assignees. The editing was necessary to, maintain 
diplomatic relations. , 

"I am ourrently on a Ohe year rcJrote with Mil Trtg ~Mis8ion 
in flying C_ll8 1 s allover the frappin' country 
hauling everything fran hershey bars to toilet paper. The job 
reminds too of a similar operetion 1 was associated with in 
SEA in '61 except for a few minoI' differences. I guess it 
is ,the local custan to chain the woman up in SetTe: \.IOkncf..m 
plaCe cuz you rarely see any out on the' street and whe1l you 
do they are covered fron head to toe. I never> thought I'd 
see the day that I'd get horny seeing a sheet walking down 
the street. What few dogs yOlJ., find here are all goiM nuts 
trying to find a tree. Hang loose, keep the fai.th, wish you 
were here so I, could 00 there. A9. they say here, Please be 
assured of my continu.ii.ng high esteem. ,II Smutty George MalRS 

GI:N~RAI, INro 

We ncM have 650 n.:tIOOs of fomet', l/anch Ikmcis. Of ttds 
, nunl.:Er we are in direct contdct with- ,lnd being supporlt:d bIj 

360. We still have 290 Ili:UlJ.m with 00 cldJnlau~.s. flow Ifto:S'tV 
tlJooS have you CdSually met a fonRfi' R.:mch .I.md who dt.lll'!r 
had lout contact with us or who }~ nevcr received a. ll:tte'l' 
from us? Did you think to write his MIn~ and addt\1SS (i:Ml 
and stick it in YOUl' wallet? Are you still writillJ-~ XnlaS CIIlI'Ch 
to an old Ranch bu(kiy who isn't lilrt\'~d or is ~ the ~irlf~1 

If each of you to\.UI\~ ono, w·d hilW th(!ln dll rind probably 
a couple Qf hundred Jt¥:'"Il"'C. I only JI.no..J of two oowl>oy:3 wtu 
don't answer> their Illilil. 'Th\"! Ranch 1.0111.', ago prowd it W<tS 
one of the most wliQue Wlits to fly b t~ornbat, had mor"~ e&ptit 
de corps than any wlit in toc>denl t:~s, dnd l\ds romail".!d 
closer> in spirit and real world oo'RIDl:.ltlication than aNi unit of 
ocmp.areble size. WE ART; SOME; KIN)) cr SPi;CIA!., AND OON'T \'tJ.J 
FORGET IT! 

TIle postal service is still 0UI!l' worst enemy. They will 
rot forward mail to you from a milita[y address after six 
m:mths fran a move. And your home .is address is a definite 
maybe fot' periods from fi to 12 lOOPth1;. depending on the eftel"gy 
level of the local postal weenies .. 

I think. you ·can see why J neM a peI1l1anent address on 
each of you. If you want to make 1'oot 20th t'eWlion let alone 
the 10th next year, I've got to be able to find you. 

Now for fmenees. There am no, dues. \>km't be artf. 
Our> fWlding comes from the dollar l'teN, dollar there that 
shews up :in OUI' :returns. (Vite) I.oogo excluded) That is what 
makes us far enough in the green this year to offer ~ 
scholaI'Ship. We are broke ncM, but. we ItI~ver> had ~h to 
even pay for the IleWslp.tteI' wltil this y~ar.>. Keep the fn!ebiea 
oaning and if you don't have a buck in YOUI:' pocket. we dooI't 
care - ratheI' hear from you in any lRflmer> than wony about the 
small stuff. COWBOYS TAKE CARE or 'l1n::IR ONN! 

'!'EAR ON l,rNE BEllM TO SAVE I'OD(ON IlACl< 

soc StCURl'l"1 NUMlll~R 

dJl\RM' AtiDRt.ss 

TO '11U: R/lNCIIi 



1'ha.t drurul"d alarm olallged in 110' ear­
Ruined ~ ol~cp, that .turt 80 de~, 
Gott.a tly threo lifts, Oh well! 
that'D O.K •••• l'm ~hort as Hell. 

No time to ont, in that old·.II\('i:m hill, 
Lots or boozo lnst night ••• cure had a bal~1 
Down to the Rtmch, make out THE FORM, 
GulP down some corfee, brier up a sLorm. 

Scurry orf to PE, and gtlt 110' gear, 
Damn, I could 8ure uoe a beer! 
Drag ~ Rifle, oolt on my gun, 
Shouldor the Vest ••• Holl, gonna haVtl to run. 

'}lU: lAST MISSION 1_ 
by IKE S(-.JU:'; _ 

Jumped into a *Beastft, threw tho cllocklist to the floor, 
Hel.l ... I'm FlGMO, Don't need THAT anymortll 
Flipped a few switches and. turned to the Chiet-
Heyl 1'h1s th:ill8 prefUghted? 'I'hat'e. a rellet! 

Turned on the radio, hoatd someone 88)" ••• 
Where in Hell is everybo~ ••• Oh miserable da-yt 
Dailed ttButton 2", This is Lead •• Check in TWO. 
Are we Charlie? Who in Hell are ;you? 

Cowboys' if you hear this TranSmission, 
Get the load out, we might lose this ~8810nl 
Matures, Cowl Flaps and all that crap ••• 
Damn it Nav, Get, otf II\Y at.rap! 

Hey Flt •• lech; Have you seen my book? 
Take the nash and take a quick look. 
Number one ongine: seems a we sick •••• 
Whilo you are bach there, Givo the radio a )d.ckl 

Got a good Hack? Are we ready to roll? 
lJhew ••• Thoae Hi-ballS are- t.aking, their tolll 
Five, FoU'r, Three, '1'00000. give heX' the gun, 
In the demn prop wash, thiD ought to be fWl( 

I got the yoke, tho power is 7ours, 
What ya s81 Meehl We lost bot.h doors? 
GeM' up, and Meto it you pleaso, 
Oh God ••• Feel that nice cool breeze I 

Climb out on the Noedle, ThO' dl:Ulln thing won't move, 
Slip over to t.hO' right •• ,get back in the groo"". 
Can't climb in this old dog, 
Special VFRI Hell thats puro FOOt 

Take Fi 'ftI now! We I re not even cloae I 
say Co- Did aho really g1 vo you a dose? 
Spray pump Running? Hax-decent, 26 set? 
Conna 00 n l,ulu, WHh COO yet I 

No Ground Firo, I think welre O.K. 
Whats that? fo'ifties ya say? 
Where in thel1"1h that Dump? 
Got hit whoro', OH, just in the Pumpl 

Put it low and fast on the deck, 
Shot us ~Icre? Tnke a look Flt. Meehl 
Got altitude, no knots to spare ••• 
Thats why OUr Pilots' have no hairl 

Channel 7"1' and R T S, better look us ovor what ya see? 
Holea all over tho Hell ya SAY, Hows No. Three? 
He'll J!l8ke it back and will eoJ.l pretty soon, 
Bogie at 1 oclock, hell it's only a Goonl 

Fire Crew standing by and ready for u.s, 
Glad to see lem, even if ita a fuss! 
Straight down the center aoo no Flaps tor IDe 

Cause I'm a Ranch Pilot, leseiree! 

Made it back, to the old Corral •• , 
Glad that. ones over, huh, old Pal? 
say! Any Cherries on our crew? 
sorry about that ••• the Champagnes on you! 

No spare air machines ••• all are out you see 
We'll scrub the next onEl ~ bad wMther it be! 
De-brie! and al'gue, give lead. au .kinds 0[,8488, 

Leap on the old Honda, g~ drag &88. 

Now to get some sack time a Siest and tonight ••• 
Won't dz-ink too ma.tl¥, not sonne. get tight! 
A Partyl Well letts give it & go, . 
)fight aa woll, cause I'm still FICK~I. 

FIN! 


