RANCH HAND NEWSLETTER
March 1976

Cowboys,

It's reunion time again. The country has a 200th anniversary and the RANCHHANDS
have their 10th. The world's greatest group of combat veterans will have their 10th
reunion on 22 May 1976 at Andrews AFB, Maryland. Let's not forget WHO WE WERE, WHAT
WE ARE, AND WHAT WE STAND FOR. This will be one of our best reunions. See the end of
the Tetter for more details.

Haven't been able to keep up the semi promise of a semi annual- newsletter this
year since the old kitchen table I write this on was in storage for awhile during a
move. No matter, we're back 1n business and bigger than ever. Please note new
address for information on rosters and other items, l1ike a donation or two.

Let's get right to what we know about--who's where and what they are doing.

Right off the top, Hank Good is doing the cross country skiing thing among others in
Seeley Lake, Montana. Hank forwarded a promised $100 check for "a drink for the
attendees" at the '76 reunion. With guys 1ike Hank and Vito Longo and Bernie Dallas
and some other high rollers, we could put out a weekly newsletter and have regional
reunions. While I'm thinking about that, why not? UWhy not have a couple of regional
reunions at the same time the (national) reunfon.is going on. Yow about it, Eglin,
Colorado Springs, California, etc. Check your rosters, it only takes two cowboys to
have a reunion.

Jack Gentry now in Tulsa, Oklahoma. No letter, just a check--that's Jack, the
RANCH HANDS Howard Hughes. Marv Zepf moved to Johnsonville, NY. Has a 6-bedroom
colonial on his feudal fiefdom. Thinking of teaching., Would you send your child to
a school he was teaching in? Bill King has his M.S. from Ohio State and a reservist
in HQ ADC at Colorado Springs. Says he sees Norm Desroachers there and of course he
sent along a 1ittle forget-me-not for the scholarship fund. Ken Bramble at Randolph
learning the intricasies of T-38 IP for duty at Lubbock. Another beautiful Xmas card
from BGen & Mrs. Heinle Aderholt. HNice letter with 1t for all the RANCH HANDS. MSGT
Ron Fowler now settled in Langley AFB, looking forward to seeing him at the reunion.
No excuses this year about being overseas. Paul Knese back in school for a couple of
years at Univ. of Dayton. Congrats on the Below the Zone promotion, Paul. Dick Slay
right here in the Andrews area {retired 1ike me) and working on becoming a futures
broker. Dick sent a Tittle for the future of the RANCH, thanks Dick. Floyd Heffner
remembering us with a nice donation from Smyrna, Georgia. Bi11 Knothe doing fine in
Niceville, Florida. Should have a Masters by now and be in the teaching game. Bill
and Pete Hartwick are the only two guys I know who send odd amounts of donations.

Come on guys, I'm no bookkeeper, keep 1t simple for me will you? Discovered Ralph
Evans in Aurora, Colorado, and still active with the Buckley Air Guard. See Colorado,
there are plenty of Cowboys out there to have a regional reunion.

I have just got to find the secret that Frank Almeter and Ron tead have (must not
forget Kefth Yale? over getting their wives to write all their replies to the RANCH
newsletter. I've been trying for 18 years to get my wife to scratch out thank you
notes unsuccessfully, Anyway, the gals write better and more informative letters than
the guys, so keep 1t up. Jeanne Yale said she really enjoyed the 1ast reunion, so it
will be "with wives" from now on sports fans. The gals are really great and we best
make them part of our plans from now on, Carol lMead writes that Ron is a Major and
upgrading as C-5 AC at Dover. Great.

Saul and Irene Speyrer sent one of the funniest letters I've ever read about
moving into their new home in Greenville, TX...excerpts..."While erasing the writing
from the walls of the bathroom with a new coat of paint, kicked over the paint bucket.
Instalied new tile to cover the spilied paint...by selling our extra vegetables from
our garden, we almost made enough profit to cover the cost of the section of hurricanz
fence we destroyed when the roto tiller got caught in the fence." etc. etc. I know
the feeling, Saul.
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Dick Peshkin here in the local Wash., D.C. area, as is General Phil Larsen,
Redmond and another BTZ L/C Paul Clanton. Any of you that caught the name of Colonel
“Bud" Day when he was awarded the Medal of Honor recently will remember he was made an
honorary RANCH HAND not only for flying superior top cover for us, but also flying
missions with us to see how the F-100's could improve fighter cover for us. I was
honored to be invited to a "Misty" FAC reunion and was awed by the respect these folks
have for us and that on top of the really gutsy mission they had! Bud's VIP pilot
bringing him to the ceremony was our own Phil Templin. _

Some of our folks asked me to pass on the following information to you
"punctured" purple scarvers. There is a National Organization officially known as
The Military Order of the Purple Heart, it is chartered by Congress and publishes a
frequent magazine. Many chapters around the country. If you want more information
write: 0§?§10na1 HQS, Military Order of the Purple Heart, P. 0. Box 1901, Washington,
D. C. 2 .

OK, back to the reunion. It will be held 22 May 1976 here in the Andrews area.
Some quarters may be available at Andrews, make reservations with the base early.
There are two civilian motels within walking distance of both clubs. At the main

ate is the Interstate Inn on Allentown Road in Camp Springs. Singles run about
319, Double $23. Also on Allentown Road at the main gate to Andrews 1s a Holiday

Inn, Singles about $24, Doubles more. You can get more current info by dialing the
To11 Free number in your phone book. Please make your own reservations at either the
base or the motels. However, I need to know 1f you are coming so I can make a down
payment on a place for the party. It will be in the local carea, but not at any of
the base clubs, since they are all booked up. It looks 11ke we can get all the booze,
the room, the supper, etc., for six hours at about $20-25 a head. It 1is getting
tougher every year. If you will tet me know then I will recontact those of you

coming with more info. Good deal. But I got to know who is doing the Reunion trick--
let me know earlyl

Whether you are coming or not, please keep in touch. Return the attached slip
and give me any change of address, change in rank, {hopefully), and whether you are
coming to the reunion. Also any info you would 1ike passed on in the next newsletter.
My address and phone number: (sorry no more autovon... Charlie Hubbs, 6002 Summerhill
Road, Camp Springs, MD. 20031; Home Phone: 301-899-6716.
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TEAR OFF AND RETURN
NAME ‘ ATTEND REUNION?

ADDRESS WANT MORE INFO?

ARRIVE FRI OR SAT?

BRING WIFE OR?
DRIVING OR ?

FOR THOSE WHO CAN REACH HERE BY CAR, GET A GANG TOGETHER AMD YA'LL COME...... .
WIVES ARE WELCOME. CAR POOLS WELCOME. FRIENDS OF RANCH HANDS WELCOME.

DONATIONS WELCOME.

CHEERS TO THE HAND!



R : RANCH HAND NEWSLETTER
. . ___SUMHER 3976

COWBOYS,

- reunions.

We successfully completad our 10TH Annual Reunion on
21-23 April, at the Holiday lrin near Andrewa AFB,
This was our first attempt to formally make it a
¢owed svent und #e ware pleasantly surprited to find
thet some of our raunchiest Cowboys are marrisd to
some abiclutely fascinating, beautiful, intelligent
ladies. W@ hops to meet more of the wives at gubsequeni

Ap usual, wd were plagued with "no-shows" whom
211 of us wind up paying unnecessarily for. Over the
past ‘three reunions albne it hams cost us mors than
ore year's kitty reserve for this lack of consideration

However, it im folkxs like Cary Lahmon who drove
nori-stop from Chioc dnd Marv Zapf from his baronial
estate in upper New York that make it all worth the
effort. The most dissapointing statistic ia the few
who would not drive the 15 to 45 minutes locally to
attend. All thome < arda folks who have complained
that the reunion “was too fer away” had no excuse this
year.

Our business meeting was afirited and brought to
1ight some interdsting items. Yo assure that all

Cowboys have full kmowledre 10f our pealtion and our

future plans the follewing is presented?

1. Until further notice all reunjions will be
held nt Fort #alton beach (probably Hurlburt) the 3rd
weokend in Aprils, 1t will be the individuals own
responsibility to make room and trangsportation ete.
arranzements. hkore details in next Spring's news
lett,er-

2., It win decided that due to the diffieculty
and possible ineduity that could arise from the
gelection process, that the schelarehip program will
be held in sbeyance. We will search for less
controvereinl prégrams (refugees, deaerving organl-
gations etc) on & case by case basis.

3. 1t was unanimously declided that with the i
aseare of time, the cmliber of the reunions had !
rmproved end had now evolved into a family event.
Therefore, with ihe reatrained, difnified and profess~
ional mtmosphere which prevails, wives, frlends and
others are welcome to anjoy the matured comradie
warking our "new look™ reunions.

. &4, Tha tlosing of last years minutes and a
report on our finentes {including a somber review of
the escalating co3t of preducing a newaletter) closed
the business mesting.

iT IS W1TH DEEP REGRET THAT I REPORY THE
UNTIWELY LOSS OF TONY TELLEZ, ONE OF OUR
W03 COLORFUL ORIGINAL COWbUYS. TONY WAS
A PIRST COGANDER OF THE TDY COW¥BOYS, HE
ALS0O FLEW AS A FAC LATER., HE #WAS KNOWN AS
~#R¥ PURPLE BARON. TONY LIED OF A HEART
ATTACK AT H1S PARENTS HOWE IN TEXAS JUST
. DAYS BEFORE THE REUNION. OUR FLORAL PIECE
WAS INSCR1BED-
“The Purple Haron Flies With God-
Hegt in Peace"

Here's what l've heard from Cowboye ‘ronnd the world-

Firet, wo wish Rex Stoner's wlfe Edther ,;; the
beust in » complets recovery from a major operdvion,
RON RANTA will will retire in November to Wakeafidid,
Bich., RON MEAD was to make the reunlon from Dover
AFH, but m L-5 TDY to SEA interfered, KEN BRAMBLE
t6 have brought two I-3B's full of Cowbogs in got
¢aught up in LP upprading tests., MARYV ZEPF (now a
cleenghaven, business like retiree) arrived early.
Nothing is sacred - [ told you the reunions had
changed, CAROL HUGHES hale and hesrty at the reunion
(Carol unnecornsarily paid for two meals to help der
fray the "no nhow" expénses - Thanks Carol).

Hlsuogﬁgfs(ggkff gﬁ;lbiﬁgkgq)atrong in Kno® Noeter,

" the most superior pilota,

JACK BAILEY dénating te the kitty from Bentconville ARK,
Jack's ralsing quarter horseos, CARY LAHMON drove in from
Whitehall, MO where he has a home remcdeling business,

LEN BOCHICCHXO planned to fly in with his wife in hie own
plane, but we haven't heard from him yet. However, BURT
KELLOG and .JOHN RICHMOND enlivened the reunion after they
drove in from McGuire AFB. BOB SHADE in contact from
Mexridian, Idaho. BUD WATTS in Springfield, VA. DAN HEJDE
Also &t McGuire with Burt and John, JOE DOUGHERTY in new
job with SECDEP in DC.

GENE ROBERTSON Crossed trained into the pharmacy field and
plll pushing at Andrews AFB, ED XRAFT now a LT COL and
has 2 years to go on his PACAF tour, JERRY HARROP at
Travis AFB. DOUG RIFFEY in touch from McDonough, GA,
Thankes for the sizeable centribution Doug. JOHN CARNEY
and wife in holding pattern for a new baby at Kirtland AFB,
I don't believe it, but JACK SPEY says he'll retire at
years end and return to CONUS, Ha's still in SEA you know,
He and Huinle Aderholt have boen over thure aince ‘06,

Jack put me in contact with an original Nav ('62), JOHN
HODGIN, John has bsen on the missing list of addreasses

for 10 years, so perservearance pays off again.

ROGER MEEKINS reminds me from Mateo, NC that we held the
reunion the same date as the Daedalion gonvention. (Sorry
Rog, I'm a Daedalion alsc and just flat goofed). JOE
MEADOW role playing the world's greatest mobilo home park
manager, Sends hla regards to all and recommends we all
vigit the HQS of the Confederate AF, PETE SPIVEY at Dyess
and working 26 hours a day as usual, I can't rememhber a
reunion Pete has missed before, That's probably because
he and Jack Bpey ran them all., We wouldn't have had a
10th if it hadn't been for them and a few.other hardy souls
DAN PHILLIPI with the Reserves at McClellan, living in
Sacrementc and sending his regarde to PAUL CLANTON here

in the DC area. KEN RITTER an L/C working the war games
at Shdaw AFB.

BILL WILDMAN eending §§ while studylng fer tho real estate
exam in Colorado Springs, CARL MARSHALL in touch and
pulping up the kitty from Carrollton, Miss., (Didn't
mention whether he won the election or finimhed his house)
JOHN MARTINI back at 100 fget altitude and 125Kts, He's

a DC~6 forest fire spray pilet and ski instructor at
Colorado Springe. Look him up. ROGLR ROTIHWELL at Warner
Robins A¥B (same message for you Rog on the Dacdalion
convention = sorry)

BRUCE COLVIN hae one more year of law school in Winston=-
Saiem, Maybe Bruce can deciphar the *Le$! IRS leotter I
got which spells out the RANCH HAND tax free mtatus. You
wouldn't believo the gobble degook-in that gem. Heard
from DAVE ANDERSON who's working at the Hoover Inatitution
on War, Revolution and Peace at -Stanford,

TOM KABYCH now a mecurity police officer in Hawali. As he
puts it he's the cop on the rock, DICK NELSON can make
next years rounion since he's in Fert Walton Bech. ED
KRAFT reminds mo there ies atill a spray flight squadren

in ohios I know Ed, tha same .outfit that last ysar

tillei all the farmers bees in Utah and got a §3 million
awguit.

BERNIE DALLAS contributing hugely while on rotatidn to
Milderihall for the summer, Hope you got the plague I sent
you Bernie, JIM TANNER on faculty staff at War Cdllega
(congratas on the caglee). PAUL MITCHELL retired to
Navarro Beach (near FWB) and available feor next reunion
when hie house if finished. Paul, keep an eye on my ’
property over on Santa Rosa Shores for me, I'll be thare
for keeps by and by, .
PLOYD HEFFNER sending in $8% goodies from Smyrna, GA.

BOB (net William) TURK now in rated supplsment as a :
procurement officer at McChord. RAGS PAGLAND mtill. thinks
I gave him-a good deal on the Honda I gold hif in BBA. -
Wonder if he knows the story on the 7 oourt martidl charges
it had on it? RALPH DRESBER does, he had to 'pull my

fat (head) out of the firse, : T '

WALT CUNNINGHAM in, Glendala, CA re¢alled by Amerioan
Airlines + groat. It halps to know which alllinas #elect

. HARRY LEMLY wenging appraciated
§4888 from Riverside, CA," T I

L.

S



DR, SCHALLER (Ph D in Physics) rroving he is one of our:

'I

more intelligent Cowboys accordlng to University of
bDenver., He's now a physicse Prof at AF Academy,
BURRELL HILL retired May 28 and with the US Forest
Bervice, Some of cur former trea killors get some
tnteresting jobs, JOIN MESIC hanging in down in
‘Hampton, VA, We misseed you and a lot of the other
Virginians (Yale, Coates atc), DICK WAGONER $ending
$ome $8 from Riverside, CA.

ART MOCONNELL a chapter cofficer of the Aviation/Space
writere Assoc, in CAL, Art is planning a west coast
reunion in October. Hope the new rodter helps, This
is a superior idea, help support this program please.
Cowboys don’t care where reunions are held, how oftan
or when, they just go to them. How about some more
regional parties?

HANK GOOD interested in ocur plans. Hank wa're still
waiting for "PATCHES"™ to go the AF Museum, We have
money earmarked fBr this project. 1I'vo already told
you of some of the difficulties with the scholarship
item, That was also complicated with getting info on
Just what dependen:s we werc trying to support. I had
a great deal of diificulty locating any of our KIA

kin etc. We will losk at the Air Commando park idea
at the next reunion down at FWB,

WILLIAM ROGERS on orders to Ramsteln from bover. Have
a good tour ecowboy, Bsco you in three years., LARRY
HANFLAND and swect wife have a new addition named
KATIE MICHELLE as of 17 April. JOE BOYER retired and
cited for parsing the $1 million pald buainess mark
with United Scrvices Lifs Co. in Pineville, LA,

JOHN SHIPE Cormander of 3BOth BW at Plattsburg. BoB
IKELMAN with 18 at Norton. RAY LEMAIRE cscorting his
lovely woutlern Belle at thoe reunion after driving in
from Hampton, 7A. TOM STEVENSON (did I get it right
this time?) at WPAFB, JOE DQUGHERTY, WAYNE JEFTCRSCN
and- CHARLIE ROTH teiling tall tales at the Reunion.
DICK PESHKIN and JACKIE voluntecring qreat amounts of
time and effort and spocctacular snacks for the recunion,
HOWTE CLAPK and beantifiul wife drove in from New Jorsey
BCZLL SELK, BILL "DOC" REDMOHD and others doing the
normal things at a reunion - like trying to tell a two
handed war story with a drink in one hand, SMUTTY
GEORGE ADAMS back in CONUS which makes the State Dept
breath a little casier. DON STEWARD contributing
heavily to the kitty for "one for all tho cowboys at

¢ reunion®. ‘'Preciate it, CADET HANK GILL from
the Citadel has bocn in contact with RALPH DRESSER
(Yokota) on RANCH HAND historical data., Cadet Gill
scnt us a very nice card wishing us well with our
reunion.

SNUFFY SMITH running the Arrow S Co, in Paradise, CA, -
I lost snuffy for a couplc of mailings, but he's back
in contact., PAUL KNESE back in school at Univ of
Dayton, BILL KING a reserviet at HQ ADC., I'm still’
watting to hear from NORM DESROACHERS at ADC Q. bob
1KELMAN helped me track him from the Phillipines., I
necd someone to get him to ¥rop me his correct address,

JACK GENTRY in Tulsa, BILL KNOTHE in FWB, RALPH EVANS
in hurora, coO, :

For any of you that this effects, I was akked by an DC
group of retired regular officers to pass on the word
that they have formed a "DUAL. COMP ACTION GROUP" to
file a civil suit to rescind the dual comp law,
Interested parties should write to P.0. Box 9284
Alexandria, VA, 22304,

Also, the Leaguo of Familioa who are concearned Qlth

. the MIA issue has alec asked for our support.  You can

contact them locally,

Received a noto from B/GEN HEINIE ADERHOLT wikhing us - .
a happy 10th reunion. His views on the rocent events
In S8EA are quoted in part as follows:

"We, the US, arc in the final phage of our
abnn@gnmont of SEA., This is the most tragie
event this old Commando has seen in 34 years
service..,. With the withdrawal from Thailand
wo will have disestablished our US shield ovoar
SEA, giving the communists a green light for
further oxpanaion®,

i
i

ARIR COMMANDO ONE alse included in his note a quote I
feel is worthy of further distribution te our Cowboys,

. . "‘.-\ -
" I believe that, as & result of my own experiance, co officer of
our military, especially our flying forves, should hesitats to break

fwith tradition ii, in hip judgment, a departure will jirprove the
‘| chances of succend for his unit or his side in the over-all picture,

§
" Howevar, I am ohligatsd to point out, any officer wvho decides to
depart from the customary method of military business by exercisicg

1 his individuality must be fully preparsed to accept the conssqgoences

of fallurs, lie can be certain that those ronsequerces vill he

‘immedinte and protiably painful. 1 have kmown severul cificers who

failed missrably after executing their orders in strict confommity
vith doctrine, accepted vechniques, ond established practicea vhe
were decorated and promoted prozptly, Ip sope ol these casea, it
wag my firm bglief that & resort to individuallsm =xight have everted
fajlure or at least dimigishud“tha-dagree of failuwre, .
- — -~y

mmjhe'ﬁthei'haﬁa;,l have never known any officer wiose feilure

was condoned by higher euthority if any taint of i=divijualism was

attached to the executicn of his orders, Peculisriy, the officer vho

exercises inftlitive, dares to think diflerently and suzcoeds, no
mattor how brilliant his success may be, is olten zide-tracked in
his caroer ab the llrat opportu=ity. Neither his associacaes zor
his superiors understand him, and lack of underatamding lerds to
lack of confidence, But 1 believe that men vho “izsist upon
flexibility in all things"” and who retain thelr iniividualiso are
the onos who uin battles, especially in the alr. Fortumntely,
our nation has had encugh ol thea when they vere needed. I hope
ve alvays do,” ==~ MAJOR GENSRAL CLAIRE L. CiZiAyULY

As I re-rcad what I've written in thls newslecter iz
comes to me that maybe it's fime we had a chanje of
cditorship to get some new blood in the writing of it
and get a better writer, I've akked Pete Spivey to
plck it up for the next issue and maybe when Jack S pey
gots back.to FWB afteor the first of the ycar he can
pick up on it also.

I'm gure you all knew this is a "kitchen table”
operation and I can only feed back to you what you
make available to us., If you have some things you'sd
like passed on to your friends, just add a cow.ple ¢f
lines Lo your replies and you'll see them in thc next
newsletter, :

I know you. are tircd of hearing the costs asscciate?
with putting the leotter out, but unfortunately we do
‘not mect the total annuhl output to qualify us for +he
Jdower (1.7¢ vs 13¢) Lulk rates, Additionally our Erint
costs are rislhg at an astronomlecal rate, Al. of the
8ct up work is done through Commando-acquired froebies
at various offices, hbut the actual printirg is done
commercially. If any of you know a better way, we are
opan to auggestions.

A personal tip to any of you coming up on retirement.
Do not sell yourself short., I haven't gsecn a thing
on the outside or a person I considér anywhere hear
the calikér of a US Alr Foroe veteran. Every onc cf
you can call himself a manager, an analyst, a supply
specialist and a host of other things, There arc
mighty fow job descriptions on the outaide that you
can't fill, As a RANCH HAND, you're even more
qualified - you've got spirit, you're determined ard
more important you have a grecat number of friendas and
comrades who can be of invaluable assistarce to you,

In the meantime, keep those cards and letters comirg.,
We sincerely want to hear’ from yuu and abeve all, keep
your addressee current. We lost another 20 with our
last mailing. The postal gervice ig defiritely not one

our boosters, Totally unreliable at best,

. CHEERS,
@8«,@\2_
TO THE RANCH

T——s et tnats.
B —
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