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COWBOYS, 

RANCH HAND _ VIE1'NAIVI AS::lOCIA'LilON 
. INCOKPOHA'l'lW 

Sarryyoul:" S(lm! annuai newslett(;r is 6 months late. If you noticed the 
heading of this letter, that't right, weare officially inqorporated as a 
non-'profi t organi z tion. All ~:jl sent to UB is now deductible. A permanent 
Board of Directors was appointed consisting (0f all former Hanch CommanderH. 
Russ Mohney; Halph Dresser, 'Bob Dennis, Don ;;itewarr, Art McConnell, Rex ;;)toner 
am! Bud Fisher fill these slots for us. 1"1 tting 1"( cognition for up wi th the 
likes of us. Other folks elected for one year terns to. various positions were 
Ray Lemaire, Paul Clanton, Pete :3p1 vey and myself'. Our incorporators Wer,) 
Jack WomaCk., lVlick Mikolasy, lVlarv Zepf, Burk Mucho, Doug Riffey, I,en BochL-Jchio, 
Stan Phillips, Mike 'l'opolosky, Tom Boone, Hugh ::lcott, 'rom i.luinn, Dewey Ba dch. 
Walt Weston, Ed Kraft and Chuck Davenport .• 
Our reunion at the )i'heraton Hotel in Dayton was ty],icalo l"olks flew in ft'om 
all over the U. S., the Dayton Flight hosted it and we are still getting b LIls 
from the management of the Sheraton for some of au!' over exuberance. We must 
have' done well si!,)ce the Dayton police undercover vice squad used our 7th floor 
00rl1e1" sui te ds a command post for a bust (of loca:.s) theY were working on. I' 

I'm happy to report none of our.folks have forgott(!n their radio procedures • 
. . Every time one of -rhe hippie dressed cops would se; .his radio down to use. his 
. binoculars tci spy on the folks they were after, a helpful cowboy would make a 

transmission like "take 'em down cowboys" or "groulldfire on the. right" which' 
just boggled the mind of the police dispatcher. 1'he fuzz joined us for a few, . 

. and thanked us for ourpublic spiritedness. 
I. would 1.ike your Comments on the attached sheet a:1 to .. where to. hold the next 

. reunion. We have received a great deal of pUblici;yfpom Harlingen Texas tryin€ 
··to.getusto use thelrconverrti?nfacili tiesne.xt ye'lr •. ObviOUsly they don 't, . 

know to.o much about us. Once again I want totrlamc the Dayton Flight for. • ..... 
.. hosting this. one, 1. twashand;Ledin, an >outstandlilg manri~r and,a,ll det!'l;ils were 
.covered·, It was. !f'real. bell ringer.. ....., .......... ' .. ' ...... ...., •• ,' ........ . ! .. ' 

Otheri tems I .);li11 Knothe has.beenll!edics,lly reitiri)dwi th wha t. appea~.sto be:.: 
Parkinson's disease. I have ·beEminclC\se contact withthe . medics on this !ilS ..... 
!!lome doubt exists as to.whather. i tcoyld have peanRanch-associateddu(i!toi the" 
chemicals We w,ere in.cont~ctwith. If any '. ofyou~hin1tyou have. any~anch-.·· . 
rela ted' ailments' ke.ep. me informed. The medics and .theJJ\:Gs.· kno"V. who"Ve are" ! 

a l1d . the. t weare concerned as an organization •.. ' '., ..... '.' .'. '. . .',', "'i ' .... '" 
1 .. do have updated rosters and' they are available . i r you r-equest'one "~oiria.ny; 

'i !,qf'i9Ur .:folk!;. are. retiring, '. there are a . large: numbe ~ of.()hanges ..JI.},s(ji.,Wel'iav;e 
"tracked~own moreCOwb?ysand.now nU~bElrmore.than 600.··· I· stHlnee<t,~orEii" 

.!'l~mes.o:f,' the early aM the' very last.cowboys •... ' . ,...... ," ••. i.·' .... '.i ..•.... , •.. , .. ',;&;,/i":'!i"i\"i 
J\:~~ in, r must ask for you!;' best efforts . insendi~me .donatio!'l~Y(J~h~':y(jtir;'/";'i' 
,~flplies to keep this thinggoirlg •.. 'rhe inc9rpot"a1;",:l11 Just libout wipe.4\0tit:.ou~ 
'l!:it1;y lang W~haY(i!thlngs we need; to do An .the.next < dx.months ...jiPat9;n~l\I'~::i,!la~ '. 

",~cheduled ·te .beflovm . to.the . reuni ort, '.: bu t,Bern.ie ohearen and:t'~tchEl$'werfl:)! , 
" .. diyert(i!d Otlanothermissibn' atthe;tast minu.te ..W 3 needfuhds topt\"t .a:pl:'6p~r:' 

pl;i:tque on Piatches whenitgcles .to, th'e,AF' Musuem. .... •....... ..... . . > . .....'>' .. ,/ 
.. );ladN!:1wSI' fOhn Beakley I'Itter J toursiri $J::A.andari ejecWjn.fr6rri!!l.!t;':J~l:al3.t 
." .:ye.ar,'was.:fa ta:llyinjure~thi:l3 Uj!lmer .• ill a car . acbi jent~.<Johhwaa ... a!,,!\P~1;il:tahd.i~ 
..Rarrch lial'1d and outstandlng;J.neveryth;J.ng .• he dldi . A gr~a t. 10sll.tql;li~:J~il!py,;i 
••. ·.:tc)J.1S.an:d to.the,Air Fol'6'e. ..• ....',<::;,... .,. ". ..... . ,: ,........ ...•. •. ·· ... · .. ·.',· .•• U\.,'·i:,ii: 
·'.Good News I. The' RanCh i s·aH V'e.an<iswell~ ourfigh t.,to.get't;he Y.l.e.~fieffllit~ej.Wl.t\g$ 

...• · ...... '.O:f.f.1 .. C .. i. ·.·.a.ll .. y .. re. q? ... ~n .. i ... ZEld ....•. 1..$ .. ·.s .. ·.t ... "' .. '1.1 ........ ' .. '.11: ...•. ib.II: .. 1. n.!1i •.. a. rou.'.n. d. ,th.€! .. iLF ........ V.n. 1f'or .... n.l ....... ,.136.S ...... r .. ·.· ••.•.•. ~.·.; .. ' ... : .... ~.'.:j:.n.p.· .. : .. r.·.?~ ...... ~ .... ,[ ..... y..' ..•..••. ,.:." <:n~t •. We. nead$$~despara te.lyCallVays .. will). . Wewlll.hava out':ttQ;Lcbu~t:'.em):,I! 
..... ,.9~l)anl1ualre1;lmon.next sl!ring.andtheJ;'e a:remor·f . 0.:1\. u.s than: (i!,Vet'.t :.J:!a.I?€;,.in • 

. :.1hers.and . sUPP' ortthe program. .. . . . . '. ".:':)":.,"':' .•. . e· . ...... ....., ...... . .... '. .'>. . 'l'ha.nksforY()hr'~t\FPort . ··:;.·.·Y'0u.X'lil:\:the .gr;,eatest. :,'" 

~\ : \ "~ ... ~Hi.:/ .. : ... 't,r,:. ',>. ," 
~''''''~'l' ," ,:~ ,,: ::'., ',;,:: ':i ',:-;':·,i:,,·j(,>';~::!:",.-~:~_i:':::,,:,»::;:;::I'­
President.Ranch l'land Vl..tPIlIli1·· '.' 
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lVlINU'l'ES OFHANUH HAND_VIE~l'NAlVl AI;)SOCIA'l'ION 

REUNION #8, ,.:i?heraton Hotel, Dayton, Ohio ' . 
.' 

First order of busl.ness (after. appropriate toasts, .aWards to Hancheros)' ..... I 

Was the reading of the financial staement At the opening of the rel,lnion .. 
theRANOH had :Jl)05 in the Kirtland AFB Gredit Union. 1'his was considered 

'!;lnough to consider the {ollowing agenda item. (C10SED) 

Aiho·tion was made to incorporate the organization u.nder thennme of 
RANCH HAND - VIE'rNAlVl ASSOGIA1'ION to insure. the perpetuation of the unit.' 

. Approval was unanimous and Gharlie Hubbs was 'assigned the task of 
completlng this action. (01031';D) . 

. '. J;' The nomination I/Jf Officers and a Board of Directors was accomplished and 
. ' itV/as determined that the Board of Directors would be made up of (as 
:. permal1ent members) but not limited to, former Ranch Hand cOlJl.manders.. Thf) 
. election of ti\e current years Officers (for a one year, te.r,m) and the. 
· Board of DiNct6rs was unanimously approved. . . ... (G10S1';D) .. 

4., . Theslte of th~ l'1extreunion was discussed at length, .... with no decision'< .,," 
being rea'ched. Sites recommended were Dayton, Wash. D.O., La'lgley, '. ..' 
Ft Walton Beach and Harlingen, 'l'ex. 'l'he sirtewillbe selects! by the. 
Officers and Board based on members replies during the year (UP1';N) 

S. Mike Topolosky was aUthoriZed and assigned the task of provid Lng a.nd .' .... 
forwardlng an official Ranch thank you to the Japanese Natioml Who aided 

· us in acquiring our Ranch discs. and our Lapel pin!;!. . (OPEN) ." .•... ··.i 

6. 

.7.··· 

The subject of joining the Air Commarido Association' was di.scu3sed. Again 
it was determined unanimously that the Ranch would remain indlpendent of 
the ACA as a unit" but would 'support ACA programs and policies .and 
continue to urge Ranch Hands to join the ACA individually •. ' 1'he ACAhad ..... 
written to Charlie and said they would put out a . special RANCi{ HAND flYfill' , 
solici tihg individual joining by Rancheros. 'rhere was no. obj,~ction to" ., 
this action. .'.' (CLOSEL) . 

, . ,:' . " ." I:, i 

It was recommended theta bronze memorial plequebe acquired ilnda •..•• ..... . 
ceremony planned for the arrival af "PA'l'CHES" .at the AF Mus.eum. Member~ , 

. will be solicited for donations for this project and the date of "pA,'rCHEs't . 
· arrival will be highly publl.cized to the membess. Burk,Muchowas detai,led 

to escertainthe arrival date and cost of a plaque. (OPEN) 

8 •. The design and inscription oithe memorial will be recommended by the 
· Dayton flight and final approval will be by the Officers and .i:loard (OPEN)' 

The decision of pursuing the charitable portion of our charterahd Rut up 
a monument. at Air Commando Park or ~s.tablish a scholarship"was'mot made.. .,' 
It was decided to finish the "PA'rCHl!;3" project first. (OPEN) . "'., . . . 

" -i '.", ."< 
, " _' _ _ ' , _ ; _ , "',','.'.":':::,' ,:', :-':-,"i' 

10, The AFlVlPC ruling against the W!;lar .0fVietnemese wi~sbyRa)1cl1~:t'~w$.L. 
· d.i.SC.U. ss.ed .. ' .Since Cha.r.Ue. 's.'. ' .. 1. ett.e.r to. MP.C w .. as .t.urned ... d.O.W .... nt .... i ...• t ....• ·· .. w. El$ ......• ,·.d.e. c .. l.ge.d to try other methods of ge"j;titng .the request to. the AFUnirol;'llI.,.i:loard •• ; 

••. RU!3s Mohney, Paul C lantohand Pete SplvlilY were given ;this ta.s)t'(P;Pl:!iN), 

]Jli . The question . of whetherp~()mot1onp6irits. wer e'Jluthori~E!;itJ~~~~,~w~~~/ 
.. of,the VNOrossof Gallantry waS raised • AF'lVlPO say$110.·bt;i:s.ed,ott.,:< 

APR 39 .. 29, Pag('J.s 4 aMS.·· ..... (C10Slllb)· . ",' 



COWBOYS 

The sixth reunion has gone. Turnout was lighter than anticipated due 
to many aircraft no shows. However, thanks to every crew. that got a bird, 
every guy that caged a ride. and especially to those that paid their way 
to the reunion. 

A great deal of business waS conducted and we'll get right to it. 
Di sappoi nted in some of our CONUS area coordinators .. We need an offi cer 
coordi nator at the followi ng: Colorado Springs, Oti s ,Charleston, McGui re, 
Travis, McChord and Norton. WE WANT AN NCO COORDINATOR AT EVERY BASE. We 
must have the AutoYon of those selected.This organization never had a 
rank problem, so let' 5 hear from the NCO's. For transportati on, don't . 
overlook the. AF Reserve outfits. They fly lots and are friendly. 

We gave four Ranchero awards to early Cowboys (Tellez, Spey, Dresser and 
Mohney). We need nominations for later year personnel. Being a commander 
is not a criteria. Any Rancher you think deserving. any rank, in or out of 
service should be nominated. Also discussed dues •. Last year had $150 in 
Kitty. Costs us $80 to send out roster just once. Last years expenses 
were $265 and we made it through some unsolicited donations fr'c)lII 5'ome 
thoughtful Cowboys. (i f you mi ssed the poi nt. we do accept donaH ons) . 

A great debate was held on joining the Air Commando Association. They 
want us very much as a unit. You have three choices on the next page. 
Location of the next reunion came up. No one could find a better place 
than Ft. Walton. Comments please. Ularne',~bbs is at Kirtland, but feels 
he can run the roster from there' although RaMI! Hqsti11in Ft. Walton Bch. 

;We'll try t(i.get the nei<t invitations signed by the highest ranking Rancher 
(hope. to have our first BIG)' to help NCO's convince their sul>ervisors they 
have to attend. 

We discussed incorporating (makes us tax deductible and solves some 
problems) also makes us permanent. 00 we have any legal eagle help out there? 

Our most famous aircraft "Patches" has been selected for the AF Museum. 
Russ Mohney working that. but needs copies of really good pictures, etc. you 
guys rat holed. The museum wants the best memorabla we have on the Ranch. 
Please send this stuff in to Russ. If your address Changes, send me a note so 
we'll know where you are. Many Cowboys retiring and getting permanent addresses. 
However. each Rancher should send a permanent address as well as a temporary 
one (please include zip code). Roster keeper needs copies of orders on. Ranch 
Hand Unit awards (Outstanding Unit. Pres. Citation, etc). 

We have an 8 x lOcolor photo of a lJC-l23 just after touchdown with the 
drag chute out. Details on next page. AlsO available are Ranch Mugs:(See next 
page). If you need patches (cloth) tell us and we1]Fwork on.a larteorder at 
one time. If you need wings (metal) let us know and Tony Tel1eJ:, a·tull time 
civilian in Sa1gon, can fix us up. 

The Ranch has pai d for and have. access toi nsi gni a good for buildihg plaques, 
placing on cars, airplanes. desks, etc. Also paid for dies for Ranchlapelp1ns. 
These pi ns are outs tandi ng I Like the decals, they are metal , in fi ve cqlors, 
very well made ~ buy an extra for your wife or friend. Details on next page. 
Keep checking AF Times and AF MaQazinefor Reunion info~ , 
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RETURN INFORMATION 
N~E __________________ ~ __ __ 

ADDRESS ________ ~ ______ .......,..-------

PERMANENT ADDRESS IF DIFFERENT THAN ABOVE: 

NOMINATIONS FOR RANCHERO AWARD (1) (2) ______ _ 

RECOMMENDED AREA COORDINATOR(S) AT YOUR BASE 
OFFICER ~ 

Autovon Autovon ________ _ 

SHOULD WE PAY DUES? VES __ · NO. __ SUGGESTED ~T # __ _ 

SHOULD WE INCORPORATE? YES NO __ 

SHOULD WE: JOIN,THE AIR COMMANDOS INDIVIDUALLV? YES NO (lose 
JOIN THE AIR COMMANDOS AS A UNIT? 
MAINTAINQURl:QENTI1'·V AS RANCH HANQS 

YES NO . td.nt1t.v~ ..• 
YES NO 

(I NDEPENDENT) .. . 

IS THERE A BETTER RANCH HAND LOCATION FOR REUNION YES NO WHERE , 

DO YOU HAVE EXTRA COPIES OF RANCH HAND UNIT AWARDS? SEND THEM ALONG 

HAVE YOU SOME GOOD PICTURES FOR THE AIR FORCE MUSEUM? SEND THEM ALONG 

TEAR OFF AND SAVE THE PORTION BELOW 
, 4 ( • 

TO ORDER THE FOLLOWING, CONTACT: 

, 

LAPEL PINS $2.50 ea. 
3" Metal Ranch Insignia $4.25 ea. 

Wi ngs. Patches, Shirts 

Tony Tellez 
Lt Col Mike Topo1osky 
Det 4. FTD (Tokyo) 
APO SF 96503 
Attn: Ranch Hand 

269/4 Troung M1nh KY 
G1a D1nh 
Saigon, S. Vietnam 

, 

Ranch Mugs $2.75 
Add 50¢ for 1st name 
Add 75¢ for 1st & last name 
Add $1.00 for 1st & last name & rank. 

Color P1tture .. C~123 with drag chute out 

Capt Richard Wagoner 
248A S. Nevad.a Drive 

Lt ~l D. B. SpivV . 
7 Gerard Ct. 

. Grand Forks AFB. N.D. 58201 

Rockville. MD. 

, , 

," 
"l~ 


