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In 1914, the British Army was solidly based upon the principle

oo o et ¥

pf véluntary recrulthegt, despite more than a-decéae of warnings by
pro-conscriptlonists that the system was not capable of meeting the
meeds of a major war, Géorge F. Shee ¥md 'provided "the first logically
complete statement" in favor of a conscription system as early as 1901
and Royal Commissions investigating the adequacy of British forces had
reported in 1902 and 1904 that only the adoption of conscription would
provide the strength to meet a "great national emergency.” The National
Service League, formed in 1902 in response to Shee's book, provided an
increasing number of publications and public speskers favoring compusory
service, However, the League found it politic to adopt synonyms such
as "national service"and " univessal training” for the word "consceription”,
due to the public's association of the latter with the degrading,
brutalistic systems of the continent,

The conscriptionist cause galned a major boost in 1904 when the
former Commander-in-Chief of the Army and hero of the South African
war, Lord Roberts, became convineed that mxkXmmxk conscritpion wag

necessary to meet modern warfare manpower requirements, The cause was

further aided in 1908 by the purchase of the London Times by the out-

spoken Lord Northcliffe, Northecliffe used his newspapers to express
"his enthusiasms, among them . . . compulsory training. . . ."

Opponents of compulsory service were equally influencial, The
Secretary for War, " » Haldane and his-successor, Colonel Seely,
both adamently opposed any system not based on the prineiples of

voluntarism. In his intfoduction to a strongly anti-conseriptionist
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book by former Adjutant-General Sir Ian Hamilténf'Haldane insisted
that theNevy-was the true "first line" for Home d;fense lay in the
home Fleet and that the excessive costs of a conseript army would
necessarlly "trench upon what is requisite for the maintenance of
Hamilton 20-21 the proper standard of seapower.” This argument naturally found
favor with the supporters of a strong British Navy. Rumkk Viscount
Esher xmixksmix¥Fixkmry claimed that "if conscription yas adopted
'The primary danger would be to our sea power. ., .'" since a strong
d'Ombréin, n. 77home army would “surely lead to the weakening of the fleet." The
P 232f First Sea Lord, John Fisher, was more blunt in his opposition,
stating that "There's only so much monsy for the Defense Services, and

every penny given to the Army 1ls two psnce taken from the Navy."

Hamilton 35 Lord Haldane also accused the continued agitation over the
conscription issue with hindering the recruiting for the Territorial
Forces created under his reorganization scheme in 1909, Other anti-
congeriptionists foresaw even more dire results among the regular'
forces, Colonel F. N. Maude ci&imﬁdpth&ﬁ#@erman,volunﬁaérﬁmhnderfqa
Frederick the Gre#t and English vo_iunteers-‘on the penninsula held
their ground with only 10,000 men to the mile, while the 'conscript®
continental armies were"obliged to provide 30,000 to 40,000 men to

A 34 . the mile of position,"” Maude assured his readers that "'the line'
is the ldeal fighting formation ®mf for all, but only an Armj raised

A 34 by voluntary enlistment can risk its employment."”

FF gte.lv) IR



AR 575

Mackie 52

acPptd

BB 90
sk fwkrain

Asqet Gorns 14
Mackia-fi3

Mackie 108

Mackie 112

To refute Hhmilto:ﬁ;/yoigoeJsfo}uﬁr olished Fallacies
and Facts: An Answer to 'Céimpulsory Sérvices” Comparipg the two

works, thgzgﬁ:;terly,Réglew di/xigg;ly,féior355£obertgr arguments,
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According to the Review, the nation"" cares so little about compulsory
service that it has not troubled, except in the most cursory and

superficial manner, to investigate the material and ethical traﬁs-

formations whiech the adoption of such a pdlicy involves," 3

f‘qu."‘" m ao'r

e for the future, however, the conscription
pf

P
issue had become intertwined with perty politics, although no“pérty

made it an official party stand., Liberals generally favored

voluntarism, "while most of those who advogated national service were

H L‘ 'u-(‘rll;.r p—-J ;‘,-u..& udtb-vu".l

assoclated with the Conservatives." Jhe—Generel-Staffyxmmnxidsring saw
‘ﬂ‘ p-b?'?? oﬁpcfd CQ»’J;-DJ M.‘u Do’ 0 )‘cr Juy ma.re
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to—%hs—udppttun*of—r-eoatinenialuatnaxogyfﬂbut'Ihe Prime Minister,

Wd T C‘f‘)(d-—

Asquith, mmibxmtioex fz3t that “any

government which proposed [compulsory service] e Would have

' n‘."f df‘tﬂd Qoniers P*:’-’fl{."
committed political suicide," Even the leading—Gensenvetives saw 7L poregran

m as "militaryily wise but politically foolish as
conditions stood"" before the war, but in their private correspondence
they assumed that it would be a "necesaity in the event of involvement
in a European War,” Bonar Law later wrote that he did not think "that
1t would have been either possible or wise to raise the question of
compulsion until.tha voluntary system has failed," )"

Fallure ¢f the &oluntary system was hardly a consideration in
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The call of the new Sectetary of Staterf&r War, Lord Ketchener,
for volunteers for his "new army"” was met with a é;eatIWave of
enthusiasm, particularly after news of the retreat from Mons, By
10 September the Prime Minister was able to announce that admmxt 439,000

. ver _
men had joined, including 33,80% recruits on mxpainyxximnny 3 September.

f .
alon”‘/_;c’m.lg the flow of recruits was more than the army could equip

B I
LSt

or train, a scheme of deferred enlistment was devised, with the delayed
men receiving aixpence per day. After remonstrances from Parliament
about the inadequate amount, Asquith raised the payment to three shillings
per day. In the meantime, Kitchener orderets that minimum recruiting
standards be raised by increasing height and chest measurements by twe

¢
inches each! Refusal of the Asquith government to explain the reasons.
for these various actions appear to have left the general public

epxfuzmix slightly bewildered, just at the time when the initial spirit

of enthusiamm began to wear thin.

*Although the increased stipend caused another brief flurry
of enlistments, particularly from among the poorer classes, the

deferment plan was soon out of favor and was quietly dropped.
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By/October, the rush to the recruiting offices had decreased

sharply., Although Government spokesmen continued ‘to publically

L gzq express satidfaction mk with the response to appeals for volunteers,
. privately they were becoming concerned that adequate raplacements for
18 Fioth ';:"3"'" . se- c..x.,...,r - ,,._. ._-m.ﬁ.-\, G

: strident

g A b GiEmusaad, Offictals refused to release the data on wecmutbing, Frspomer /,m..«,.q‘
v ' N Aefreioio
Qv ). pleading that such information would help the enemy, but everall-resits

Wwere made obvious when the minimum height was reduced to five feet four

inches and the maximum age limit was &= raised to thirty~eight.
ay s~
the popular press and various periodicals, articles began to appear

calling for the imposition of compulsory service. When the Lord
- January
Lieutenant of Mid Lothlan, Lord Rosebery, told a recruiting meeting

in Dalkeith, Scotland that some sort of compulsory service would .pee
probably soon be inaugurated and that he thought it mmmiz "wodld not

Times 11 Jan be unwelcomed," the audience responded with cheersf’ The Times (London)
p. 4

also welcomed Lord thdane's January change in attitude when the former
Samymixxyxsfxitain Cabinefh Minister commented that "Compulsory Service

is not foreign to the Consithtion of the country, and in a great

2}

Times, 22 Jan national emergency it might be necessary to resort to it."
p. 33

See alss | DAY
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in Parliament
Regularly, the question was put to the Government as to whether any

ingquiries or planning had been commenced as to the possibility of
intreducing a program of national service, xS ommom xR s RNy
and regularly kkmxPrimsxMiukximr it was denied that such an inguiry
was necessary., When asked on 20‘April"whether the Government was
satidfied with the rate of recruitment,” Lloyd George responded that
"The Secretary of State for War is very gratified with the response
« « « for volunta?y enlistment."tLThe Government, kmwm¥sxy rofused to
reveal the“fegrutﬁ.{q? results, but axmximdiextiznx there were indications
that recruiting had fallen off. In a leading article, the Times
reported that what was needed was "a clear statement of the country"s
needs" instead of "the vague and humiliating appeals" beiﬁg plastered
on every wall in the country. The article gleG ridiculed fﬁ: abortive
attempt under the auspices of Sir Francis Trippel to conduct "registration
by newspaper-coupon, "

A former adherent teo voluntarism, Sir L. G. Chiozza Money,
was also eriticgl of what he termed the ""most extraordinary series
of advertisements" by which the authorities were attempting to imduce slare

‘ . Ho called

the mmmximxmmiixky women of England “to sendmtheir men to enlist, A
attention to the way 4n which official posters were supporting the voluntary
correspondent to the Westminster Gazetter characterized the recruiting
system by threats,24 '
program as one of "shrieking posters and a journalistie clamour
against "shirkers,' andlloud abuse of professional footballers." The
writer argued that the exertion of "moral pressure, with the outcries
of public indignation, 4in order to drive civilians from thibr work into
the army"” was nothing more than ""a most undignified compﬁlsion."‘jather
nxiimxx crities likened the voluntary program to “conscription by

cajolery" or noted that the traditional British recruit often voluntemred
as a result of economic pressures which differed little from compulsion, z
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wa' ‘f'ho Conservatives were still carefully mmiatwgxmaking awaiting
a better time to challenge the Government on the issue, Curzon
cautioned Long and Law "against any declaration in favor of conseription
which might ‘even retard its ultimate adoption by tempting the
Government to declare prematurely against it.* "qggy spring 1915 it
had become obvious to even the most uninformed that the Europsan
struggle would be neither short nor glorious. Not only were the
casualty lists growing daily longer, but serious dixrmpkimmx mesxmmie
labor difficulties were ariSing, occasioned by the undirected =k early
vountarism which had stripped industry of thousands of skilled workers
Just when they were needed most, Rumours of shortages of heavy
munitions were soon confirmed in the Northcliffe newspapers, leading
to the fall of the Liberal Government and the formation of the first
Coalition. Asquith, however, continued as Prime Minister and the

Government's recruitment policy continued to be based on the voluntary

again /o wemad
principle, even while Kitchener ed the physical standards, this
time to a minimum Haight of five feet two inches and a maximum age of
29 ,

forty. Other-precious-eppsienbe—ofcoms privie OWeverT-WEre No
1°n g ro Nty 5 LA 1] L4 ano 0 a0I'ge
Were.rapopsed— ¢on STTSH, . Chiozza~
Money, Ma-jax-Feneral AAlfred E, Tmrner publically

Je.c_.[a-h‘-/ .f/*‘— 74 gsifront g Sl P psmal
demanded XhlX sa—aystel of national service be adopted,
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Although the Firgi Coatitden Cabinet ~&r dominated by
: Apphre
adherents of the voluntary system, Kitchenernféoul‘ﬁ have had
wy, ot i
_ . -
Mackie 13 conscription if he had asked for it? Instead, the War Minister
Current Hist :
L1669 cuntinued to express himself as satisfied with the progress of the
F | 173 116 ¢ existing program. To qdiet the increasing puliieiodork gt wmex é
kmxcitaikxkmex it £ umtiond derey fx clamour in Commons a.nd the press
over the need for central direction over the allocation of manpower
between the forces and industry, the Prime Minister 1q¢ftroduced a
National Registration Bill, designed to "disclose ikm unsuspected
Consc ? - resources in productive power.”™ In answer to objectlons that the

Bill was actually a forerunner of covert conscription, Mr., Walter
Long denied any connection bedween the two, explaining that all
the register would do was to help"avoid taking.men[}nto service]
who ought not to be taken."’IPro-conscriptioniats, however, saw the
bill as a "step forward" in national organization and Lord Lansdowne

“ aroused the"Radical ire"because he noted that if compulsory service
becomes necessary v the Bill would greatly assist its introduction,.

Times 15 Jul& because it would provide the information requisi?g5goioc?%3ulsion." 33

P 7 . .
To the Times, the division on the Registration Bill proved how few
Hayes 157 were the members "to whose ideas—and the fear of successive Governments

to face them—we owe the scandalous neglect of our na_tion’aiwsecurity

Times 10 July in the past," - 3r

p. 7% P::ﬁ WA ahend
The Times contention that the of the

b A . _
‘l\h‘-\f government™ in their thinkingsasaibd -;_ ohly—popeitio—dipeeiton—trs
q Ard wers w.\ulu-% Lor Ha Qaumm«‘f A ""'"‘"’H"I Acfcmw/-ﬂa,g

aA . ag—be—ithai~neede—bo—re—deorm, appeared to be justified by the letters.
< ¢ e recddreg /»K-. Stuahie 5D

written to major newspapers in the th:rea month period after the

Cabinet change, Of 166 letters surveyed, almost three-fourths were
Mackie 298 in favor of compulsory service, ”(
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Thg feelings of the country were also ipdicatsd on 9 July by the
reception given the Guildhall speeches of Kitchengf, Carson and
Long, The Times repprted that “nothing , . ., was mofe loudly mppx
applauded then his :Kitcheneer's: hint that 'something more was
required’ than the present methods of appealing for recruits."
Sir Edward Carson's statement that "if voluntary recruiting ., . .
fail, does anybody for a moment suppose that we ought to hesitate
to apply compulsory service" was also "cheered to the echo."'zz
Asquith continued to report that "recruiting was very satisfactory." J?
28wt

ThexPinmxxnfx4t Despite the Prime Minister#s assurance, the
Times of 16 August carried a Manifesto mxx signed by fifty prominent
men, including Lord Milner, urging the Government to make a national
service policy. The following month a statement calling for compulsory
service, signed by twenty-tiwo Beers and thirty Members of Parliament
presently serving on active duty, appeared in all the London newspapers.
The following day, the Prime Ministegnzgﬂ?tted that recruiting had
fallen off in the last few weeks, but upon inguiry, refused to supply

3 .
the particulars,
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By early fall, it appeared that ths Prime Minister could
no longer put off a Cabinet crisis over the compuléion issue. The
demands of members of Parliament and of the press,were becoming more
strident every day.6fgi“E3ig}gfiffﬂffﬂf&zﬁiz:sgj)‘A sampling of ma jor
newspapers between 12 April and 16 May 1915 hadM only
twenty-three editorials, letters, or stories concerning the voluntarist
versus conscriptionist issuexﬁu:ing_iha_per&od ‘ﬂnﬁ%ﬁgi sampling .
begining 19 August and ending 30 September 1915 dd.soavered‘ ﬁ&.&.'é -oq‘m Mmdw*
g§9 5tgﬁﬁh£;'the topic, including 257 editorials, Although

Nnew
the majority of the-&%ez;?:z;tinued_po favir voluntarism, it was

inm— d
significant that the letters were almost evenly split

Yo

on the topiec.

Another disquieting aspect of the conseription issue was the
J.H., Thomss, of the
attitude of the labour unions, In mid-September,
powerful railwaymen's union, told the House of Commons that if conscription
agponeeksn s ineactarsd oot ek onoonncka oo £k duosd
were enacted, it would be followed by "industrial revolution."%¥/ Delegates
hvxzxgnunxxixxtxtklxx ‘

to the Trade Union Congress in Bristol were equally opposed to any
system of compulsion, declaring that it had not been shown that the

° _
voluntary system was ‘.ln.adeqt‘:.ate.‘i On 28 September, the Prime Minister
attended ‘ _
midxwuxmd & secret mmmtiwgxmfxtkm Labour Conference , where he reportedly
repeated his opposition to conseription. However, Kitchener, who also

attended the conference, spparently left the impression that compulsion

“would soon be used if requirements were not met voluntarily. When

questioned in Commons, the Under-Secretary for War, Mr. Tennant, denied
that any threst of compulsion had been authorizede?The pro-conscriptionists

¢n the Cabinet, however, prepared to bring matters to a head.
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Threatened with a major cabinet split, Alquith successfully

C;TIZNL fff'§'7 ¢ircumvented the problem once more by appointing the universally

Consc 44

Gilbert 558,

561

popular Lord Derby as Director General of Recruiting on 6 October,

Compulsionists were promised ihakxBmxigy that if Derby's voluntary
scheme falled, Asquith would recommend”some form of legal o igation?LiY
& division
The Prime Minister's efforts to avoid®fhmmxmxiztx were given a helpful
Carson
boost by the resignations of €mrmmw mymrxiimxdxianikaxfixzex and

Churchill over the conduct of affairs in Salonika and the Dardanellas,
L
respectively.' The sudden removal of these twe strong conscriptionists

strengthened ks Asquith's position.

To give voluntarism one more "fair trial," Lord Derby, who
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Threatenied w a majo binet t, Aaquith successfully

e prob em once “moye bx/ ppo t&n th ungtér ally
rector & ral of uiti 'Der Y g;&

circumvented
popular/Lord
had been particularly successful in recruiting in Lancashire, was

given the task of resurrecting a new form of the deferred enlistment
program which had failed and bemn discarded the previous year., Under

the Derby scheme, the eligible population would "“"attest" to their

. willingness to serve and would be pRwemmxiwxdtwichebcinkmxgmmmpnx

classified by age-groups. These groups would then be called upon as
thq government required. A unique feature of the plan was that the
married men were placed in separate groups from those who were single
and thét the married groups weuld ﬁet-be calleduzgfé%’;ll.the single
groups had been summoned, Provisions were made for tribunals to
o sersc et

determine whether individuals should be exempted or postponed to later
groups for various reasons, Asquith told Commons that the success or
failure of the scheme would be known by 30 I~Iowe:mbe:t'_.'.l6

Despite an apparently favorable begining, the plan soun falteeed,

In an effort to stimulate volunteers, Lord Derby issued a press
assuring

statement Xxmmuxrimg¥ the married attestors that thmyponewdntxxmixins
g
xxitiwixupkid  if the single men did not "come forward voluntarily,
other and compulsory means would be taken before the msarried men were
4
called upon to fulfil thelr engagement to serve," When mwti<
J{hy(i-f'faic
oangg;ipiienist members of Parliament called upon Asquith to say
whether this press release represented the government position,

the Prime Minister amiwymdxammwsmxkng merely called attention to his

L
statement of 2 November in which he'gie%ed that the obligation of the

married men should not be binding "until--~I hope by voluntary
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effort, if it be needed in the last resort, as I have explained, by

other means—the unmarried men are dealt with. “'l- Th """“5 adas "’4"4”""/
W war /fulu—;ﬁrc,ﬂf‘d J/u-f' wle

SR RN X KN AR X AR ) R M e a1

from
In addition to these pledges mf Derby and, eventually, from

Asquith, local recmuiting committees oin frequently did not hesitate
to glive various assurdnces implying that attestors would be given
preference or favorable treatment if compulsion ever came, Even so,
the response from the eligible population was so poor that the

Government found it necessary to extend the canvass deadline from

30 November to 13 December, Under increasing threats of compulsion,

1,070,478 men attested in the last four days of the e@izhemg:).almost

40 percent of the total number attested during the whole eight weeks
campaign. Despite t.h&last minute response, Lord Derby's efforts

had proven voluntarism ax failure, Of the five million men of

military age, over two million had failed to volunteer. More importantly,
650,000 single men not exempt from military service had failed o |

a-m%:;w’; s I:/ac.,> e P A w 4 S fﬂuérnd 50

Despite the results of the Derby scheme, Asquith told the f\lom-«/

Commons on 5 January 1916 that 4n his opinion "no case has bee

he “wedd st he a Ao

out for general compulsion, 'f‘l
Mw ‘-—v{ M af .‘f’;. J'.,f‘" "L pf’\ ﬂ&-—\.

Service Bill providing for compulsory service for all single men

introduced a Military

between the ages of eighteen and forty-one, unless otherwise exempted.! [

sgaitt f frevies
The—Pr!me—Hhrtster explained the apparent contradiction by noting

that the measure was presented specifically to fulfil the, "promise"

ﬂf~ﬂ%,o‘ﬂ-—&#ﬁﬂaw‘ﬂaw%£”w

he made the married men, Sir John Simon, unable to accept kkm Asquith's

’,4_“_,—4&. P “conscrip Hroa mj?b

niceties of distinction, resigned his Cabinet position, - 6)1"*"-!7(
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Iklxixtnnxﬂtntxtui Neither the Prime Minister me:nor any of his supporters
explained why compulsion should be applied to 1,000,000 unattesting
n;;:ii;nd men while the government ignored the fact that 1,150,000
married men also falled to appear under the Derby scheme., Nor did
they explain why a married twenty-year-old should enjoy preference over
an unmarried forty-year-old. espite the obvious inequalities, the
Bill easily passedv%ith 431 Ayes versus only 39 Moés.rrThe extent of
their victory must have surprised even the most ardent advocates of
compulsory service,
However, the action in the House of Commons accurately

reTlected the changing mood of the nﬁtion. The lastIWeek in December
saw Xkmxemnymrximccafxsurkxifiusneiaix “the emergence of a conscriptionist
majority among the nation's editorials for the first time) with fifty
favoring conscription and Qortyutwo against it. Ehnxpnxtnd Even strongly
voluntagist papers like the __g_mm besane eonvnr'bli to
the need for compulsien. = In Janwery, while the imm Mﬁw
Ssxxixs Bill was being Bebated in thq House of Commons, over eight
hundred editorials, lette®s, and articles on the issue appeared in
the major national newspapers, Pro-compulsion editorials outnumbered

the following month,
voluntarists by almost a three to two ratio, By
when it was announced that the Military Service Act would take effect

on 10 February 1916, only the extreme pacifist and labour joumnals
remained in opposition, s Asguh coutd Frully Ao #e

et _ . | ¥
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With the‘;wmaga of the Military Service- .» the long

argued compulsory system had becoms a reality, avéh if it only applied
to & 1imited part of the British population, Under the provisions of
the act, unattested single men between the ages of eighteen and forty-
Times 5 Feb p3 one had three options. First, ikmg as Lord Derby continued to urge,
they could voluntarily attest until midnight, 1 March 1916, and be.

placed into the approriate age groups. Second, they could enlist for .

F;..mlfy
;2 1} immediste service. If thé unattested single individual did not chose
i} one of the previous courses by midnight, 1 March 1916, he would be

"desmed to have enlisted" automatically and would be called up by age-

L
HH 1 ; Z"f1 class at the option of the authorities.
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requirements
In the meantime, the xmmdxz of the Army could not wait for

the completion of political maneuvering, Raxpitm Tha Need for men
to replace losses was emphasized in December with the relasse of b

showing total British losses of 528,000
casualty figures fmExrihmxii :

men in the
first fifteen months of the war. Despite the gain of xbumwixffRy
275,000 direct enlistments during the Derby enrollments, it became
necessary to call up the first four elégible groups of unmarried
attested men on 20.DeceMber'19i5. Groups 2*through §.were to report
on 20 January 1916, 5' on 8 January Groups 6-9 were called up and
again on 28 January four more age groups were summoned, '( |

On 10 February, the first effective day of the Military
Service Act, the Government announced the first calling of the
classas of unattested single men, ordering Classes 2 through 12

unexempted

to report on 10 March. This took in all ximghkmxmstaxysad single men
between the ages of nineteen and thirty.‘lTwo days later, an article
in the Times reported that the size of the army was no longer a
problem with the working of the Derby Scheme and th§ Military
Service Act, It therefore came as a shock when, on 14-Febfuary the
Government'annouhced the calling up of‘all‘reﬁaihing clasééé of
unattested men., The reason became apparenf when ;he Times rapérted'
that "It 15 stated that.from the groups alreédy called'up the percentage

of reeruits actaully obtained has been very small . , ., il

XGroup 1, the eighteen yaar-olds“ was passed over as & result
of the G&varnmant's previous promise that no recruit would be summoned

until he passed his hineteenth birthday, Times, REXRESKURNORIXE, p, 8,

21 December 1915



~ On 25 February the nation suffered anothér_anock when 1t

was announced that the call up dates for the married groups would

~ be released in a few days. Since the first of the unattested

single classes would not report for two weeks yedt, the married

‘men considered this ennﬁunceﬁent“e betreyal of-the-promises of Derby

-and the Prime'Minister. itxxfxnﬂxlxtiitmsx The first few mutterings

of dieoontent in February grew into a roar of anger in March Far
from stilling the compulsion debate as Asquith had hoped the _
operation of the Military Service Act merely added fuel to the fires

of controveray. In juet one. newspaper, the Times. 111 editoriale

-lettere,ln and articlee on the subject appeared in the month of March

iﬂialone. Irate protests were made conoerning administrative inconlist-

a anciee by tribunals, ‘the’ lack of govdrnment guidance for local

T 25 Feb Ps 9
T 1-31 Mar
T, 2 Mar p 12

-boards, and the numerous bureauratic errera being made. Especially

Lo

-criticiaed were the elcessive number of single men glven exemption‘

H‘failure to take a.dequate ateps ‘to track dowh ‘those a.ndwmuam whor g
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: fdiled toﬁreptrt when called up. Gn 1 Mhrch@ hlpyd Geoqge.

were being taken to reduce the large number of men claiming to be

"starred badged, or in reserved occupations n: ‘;

;hecauae they were emp&oYed in reserved occupations and the Government 's
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On 25 February the nation suf 4%ed other shock when it
was announced that the call up diiﬂg fop/the married groups would
be released in a few days. Sidép thé first of the minmgim unattested

single cdasses would npt report #6r two weeks yet, the married men
conslidered this annoqﬁng::i @ betrayal of the promises of Derby and
the Prims Minister (.Inc asingly, protests were heard concerning
the excessive fumber 6f exempted singlemen in reserved occupations
ard of the goveryfent's failure to track down those unattested
individuals w6 had failed to xmmwmx report, On 2 Merch, Llyod George,
speaking O6r the Government in the House of Commons, said that steps
Wwere bying takqn.to'reduce the ‘large number of men clﬁiming to be
in /starred, badged, or in reserved occupations.”

Married attestors, suddenly faced with the realities of
2 military obligation which many had never actually expected to
happen, demanded that they be allowed to replace single men wobking
in the reserved occupations. The attested men also realized that
the one million married mén who had not attested were snug and secure
behind Asquith's ‘declaration against any extension of the existing
act, The letters to the Times and the debates in Commons became
fdlled with bitterness and recriminations over pledges broken., L
Wiﬁﬁﬁaészew days, the first proposals for organized action among tke
married men were heard, Mezss meetings xpmxxfudtewnd were held to
demand that the Derby plédges be carried out and on i1 March an
Indefendent candidate who zshwmeanims favored the marrt:? men was slected

e W Eart Heets by-odedhione.

over the Unlonist candidate. [Re/ "4ssociation of attested merried men"

also put up an independent candidate for the by-election in the -

Harborough Division of Leicestershire, In Manchester, they went
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a step further and decided to form a"National Union of Attested
rally in Hyde Park, London, ‘
Married Men.," A protesﬁﬁon behalf of the married attested men rjrtﬂéig;
drew a very "business-like" crowd of & eight to ten thousand men.‘ﬁ7
FAc.tJ &w# viisan. Bty pn?‘irr’r o~ #n-,n.:: ,...(:.... ﬂuum:*ﬂ‘/

Asquith once more attempted to evade the, real issues,

"'O‘Fﬂ"‘f dAMu--—-J MM'— “__
belrind—theno—proloits, Thq*call up of further married groups qukI-!

delayed and a conference under the directéon of Walter Long was
given the task of reducing the lists of reserved occupations, in
an effort to release more single men for duty. On 6 April, the
Prime Minister promised the House of Commons that he would make a
statement on the recruiting problems before the Easter Recess,
However, on 18 April Asquith again delayed his statement and on the
19 April he announced that disagreement within the Cabinet made the

(&

break-up of the Bovernment possible,
Bebiud—=tire.
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Behind these delays was the Prime Minister's'attempty
to aviid beiws-foreed—iwbe a full scale program of mmmmertykizn
by compulsion,ky The conscriptionists in the Cabinet, who had
patiently bided their time for so long, had finally decided to
exert their power. On 17 April, Bonar Law hzmd told the Prime
Minister that he believed"a coalition govermment was in the best
interest of the nation, but that to prevent a breakup of the
coalition it would be necessary to adopt a program of *"general
gompulsion," Law stated that if would be impossible for him to
carry his party in favor of xkm Asquith's program any longer,
but that the Prime Minister could carry his supporters in favor of
compulsion if he tried, Uﬁ

Following secret sessions on 25 and 26 April 1916, Asquith
attempted to introduce another ha.lf~Way measure fﬁrt m:et with so

little support in the House mfx€mwmwmx that he was forced to withdraw

nfxctipexEaatiinny Howewony, ﬁst of the uprising in Dublin and of

the disaster at Kugrprg;lded the excuse for announcing that a more
sweeping proposal embracing general compulsion would be proposed,

On 3 May 1916, the Prime Minister who had fought against conscription
for so long introduced the ""Military Sérvice (General Compuision)
Bill" in the House of Commons, explaining that "Such a measure 15,-1n
the unanimous opinion of all members of the Government and of the Army

Couneil, urgently needed for the successful prosecution of the war," 7/




On 4 May 1916, nearly twenty-one months éfter entering the
war, the House of Commons £imeddyy enacted a genefal conscription
|
‘£ Conse 320 law with only thirty-six dissenting votes, 4. J. P. Taylor, in his

English History, 1914-1945, says "compulsory service did not achieve

1ts alleged purpose of providing more men for the army," citing the
reduced enlistment rates during the first six months 6f conseription
as his authority:rLWhat Taylor fails to consider ié that enlisﬁment
rates were already falling and that the Cabinefss impotent stop-gap
measure of frying to call up the attested and unattested single
a stimulus to vodintarism

classe8®in early 1916 was a failure of the @overnment to fully accept
the need for national service, The fault lay hot with the principle
of conscription, but with the Government's failure to commit itself
to &4 measure which many politici#ns thought would incur a generally

unfavorable reaction foom the people, In this the Government wWere

misgaaging the willingness of the people to get on with the war,




