
Ir. Duval A. I!ldwards 
148t9 Willow Bend 
San Antonio, TX 18232 

Dear Hr. Edwards I 

12 Hay 1983 

Tom Cutrer sugge.ted that I contact you concernins a po.slble 
hi.torical project involv1ng a number or oral historle. in your po ..... 10n. 
I delayed writins you unt11 I was sure that my current work involvins 
defo11ation operstions 1n V1etnam would be completed th1. summer, leav1ns 
me rree to bes1n a new project. I would, of course, wiah to know more 
about the mater1ala and aubject before comm1ttins myselr, and you may 
not f1nd me acceptable, ir the project ia st111 open. I would certa1nly 
be Slad to meet with you and d1acuaa tbe metter, at a mutually conven1ent 
time and place. You can contact me either at my orr1ce at tbe A •• ociation, 
or at home, telephone (512) 255-4692. 

I am, primarily, a military h1ator1an w1th 1ntere.ta 111 the pre-1920 
per10d or us m11itary hl.tory, and have worked ln the app11catlon or 
military law and the errect or 1nt.rnat1onal treatiea on military 
arretra. Despit. lilY personal pr.rerenc.s, /IIOSt or my recent work has 
involved rec.nt III1Utary b1etory, particularly Vietnam. I reUred 
rrom the tillite" States Air Force 111 1914 and sub.equently t8U8ht h1story 
at SOUthwe.t Texas State Univera1ty and Texas A6M. I w111 rece1ve a 
Ph.D. 1n Ilia tory rrom Tex .. 11M 111 December. 

Altbcush Tom save .e a seneral idea or the 1118ter1als 1n your project, 
I would be particularly interested in the extent to Wh1cb they involve 
at111 cl ... ir1ed 1118terlala and the I/IIOUDt or work which would bave 
to be done ln cl .. sir1e. m11itary or state archive.. Savins juat work*" 
1n a topiC Which i •• tll1 h18hly clam.lr1ed, I am raml1lar witb truatrat10n 
or ~aUns with mU1tary and sovernment bureaucracy. In 118ht or the 
pruent adm1n1.trat1onA. 001s10n to .. a1n IIIOve the decl ... iti.t10n 
schedule to the tblrty-year mark, instead ot the ten.year polnt, I do 
not antic1pate that the r .. earcher'a h.adaches w111 leasen. Thl. 1. not 
an 1naunaountable probl_, hOWev.r, and w111 depend on uott,. what you 
wlsh doneww1th your h1.tor1 ••• 

Ir the project is.Ull open, pl .... t .. l tree to oontact me at 
any t1 ... to arranse tor further di.cu •• 1on. 

Respecttully, 

Paul ,. Cec11 


