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Year
1962
19983,
1964.
1965,

1962
1963
1964
1965
1966
1967

KM? to

KM?
20
100.
338.

630

3

42

267
421
896

Mi?

Defoliation

1966 3,001 1158.69
1967 6,018 2323.56

Mi? Acres
7.72 4,941
38.6 24,704,
130.5 83,520,
243.24 155,674

741,561
1,487,078
Crop

1.16 T42
+39 250
16,22 10,381
103.09 65,978
162.55 104,032
345.95 221,406

X 0.386102

Mi? to Acres X 640

US Department of 3State,
American Embassy , Saigon

Herbictdd Policy Review Committee,
" Report on the Herbicide Policy Review,

Author

28 August 1968, 4.
 File No. 7110, item #3.
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Acres sprayed

Defoliation
17,119
34,517
53,873

Year
1962
1963

1964

1965
1966
1967

9, 726

775,894

1,226,823

Viet Cong
Crop Destrustion

717

297
10,136
49,637
112,678
148,418

Sources mot given in article |

Total of both

17,836
3,814
64,009
144,363
888, 572

1,375,241
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precepts of sclence 1s that scientists are interested

pose!

only in the truth, and are not swayed by emotions,’opinions, etc.
Yet:Ehe history of the herbicide controversy imdicales thet this g:%;g;
1s questionable. Not only were several of the leading figures in the
various herbicide investigations avowedly anti-war, anti-herbicide}ﬂ

or both, but thelir actions and findings as part of the azimmiidfifact-
finding teams were obviocusly biased from the beginning. Probably the
best example was that of Arthur Westing of the AAAS Herbilcide Study

team. At the initial briefing at the Fort Detrick Plant Science Labor-
atorRiBsd, Westing's opening comment to the brlefers was that "I am the
enemy," and he made 1t clear that the committee's job was toc go "all

out to prevent the use of herbicides in Vietnam." As pqinted out by

Roy M. Sachs of the Department of Environmental Horticulture, University
of California at Davis, Westing also was a member of the private group

of sclentists who made a "four~day "intensive field investigation”

of reported herbicide damage in Cambodia in December 1969 (see Chapter 11)
and reported "we c¢ould find no evidence of Viet Cong activity in Cambodia;
nor did our repeated conversations with Cambodians and Europeans living
along the bbrder‘suggest any such activity." Interestingly, five months
later the American incursion into Cambodia discovered large amounts

of military supplies and a very large underground military headquarters
at Chup and Mimot, where the Westing group spenj two of their four

days of "intensive" investigations. Oriens W. Pfeiffer, another independent

seientinty—was another member of the 1969 group.

xLetter', Vietnam: AAAS Herbiclde Study, Roy M. Sachs, Sclence 170
{1970), 1034~36 {(quotations); Westing, Pfeiffer, J. Lavori, and L.

Matasso, "Eppott on Herbicidad Damage by the United States in 3Southeastern
Cambodia," ;31 December 1969, in Whiteside, Defopliation, app., 117-132.



no question...RH could not survivlie in ﬁodern eavironment cite weapons
from Israeli-Egyptian war new SAMs
question of whethrer it really was counterproductive’
question of whether defol was fast enocugh te be worthwhile
how do you counter guerrillas.....high tech doesn't work and other
methods maybe dont mneed clearing the cover
What can and should a nation do to further its political goals
what about 1f necessary to survive
Is there such a thing as a moral weapon
Can wars be fought with one arm tied behind the back....how far should
we go in restricting our military from using the tools necessary to
accomplish the tasks we demand of them
do new methods of war automatically become bad...should we abandon them
to what extent do we protect one part of human existence (ecology) at

the cost of ancother {battlefield deaths)
Sotakitin  cverfrgibioms  send ar M AHAS raport, s

- L e el / eoves ot VA e.cld‘H‘J M""—:‘
mt;..w &y Mlk dccess & ’:g:]/A_7 wsedobaers,

ne where in this theme is there an attempt to answer these questions...
because there are no answers

the men who flew and serviced the spray planes did a job...dangerous
and boring, war is not a debate tournament, its resulta are too final

right or wrong, the military man must fiﬁélly face the moment of truth
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Attempts to reduce the effectiveness of defoliation to a dollar
and cents figure were not successful. Cost analysius showed the program
to be uneconomical-- with estimates ranging from #$29 to $52 per acre
sprayed-=but no one comppred the number of lives aa#ed or the military
advantages gainned. Nor was cost comparison made versus cother military

operations, such as Arc Light, etc. [Swanson Interview]
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