March 14, 1983

Dear Faul: .
1 have preliminaty tommenf& from all the committee members now.
The main concerns at this point ares
- WPpEiJUU%hHﬁ%*“ the tle was used |ndeppndpnf1y by three separate

raeviewers

.= the absence of interthreading of cmntent, Qg Lha 10w m+
the war, both in a tactical sense, as well as in respect to '
mounting hostility toward the U.S. prenpnce" the focus on hi-tech
war in various modes, ®.9., Dr. Snyder suggests that vouw might
begin Chapter VIII with a discussion of the Tet offensive. He
also. suggested that the MoMamara Line, khe Sanh, close air support
doctring in toto, target selection as it was done rather than as the
chart looked, ard maintenance (which is underconsidered in air power
history in generall). He also shares my interest in how the Ranch
Hands became so "tribal”, and thereby somewhat insensitive {apparently)
to the image that they had in the world at large, at home, or at the
recelving end., "Why did the bosses allow it?" (Indeed, how aware were
they of it?) How about some data on the ‘backyrouwnd of unlL mennbers
relative to other Air Force. wi@m@hi*? Was it good duty? Did people
ask for it7? How did the flying profile of the crews and pilots stack up
vis & vis SAC or TACY Especially, what does the small-group bond and
thﬁ‘d&si#a to do their thing imply for the design of command"ﬁndwﬂantrmlf
logic as well as systems? What you suggest here is an important
bntﬁhtial rafutation of Llaubﬁwlfx“s mphnrlsm (=143 war'a% & unnf:nuatxun'm
of policy by other means.

: Dr-. Melosi suwggests +ha+ whlle the bBEHL guality it prﬁtiy good,
thdt the rep1tttlnuan9ﬁq is wmrthy o f- rpmpdyn He also muqqmm?a better.
;%taQ@mﬁaftznq arncd linking vis—-a—vis: the terrain and phygxum] qvugraphy
“of VN the diplomatic and political constraintsy and & closer identific-
HLJDn of just where the d@r:bznn to qunnmqn is in the rommahd struct-
ure,. He also tiate what Yot have observed:: that Y arﬁ too close to
the subject, with a payehic stake in the mpﬂrafamnu |h]$ conforms - to
basic problem with military h;htmry as a basis for post hoo exeqesis:
vou can get a Liddell Hart, who wndure% the hmrrnran and castigates

the system, o a Sir Jam@m Ldmmndﬁ, who becomes  an aphlogist..  What

I urge.you to. des iev the finmal shaping is. to ABBUME A% MUCh a8 Yo

o Ay, mnd I know that is difficult (notice how. I avoided. saylnq 1 told
Yo S0) ., lha pn&fure o ul:n3c1anq microbiologist whatever - or histor-
L&, _ - ‘
‘ Insomuch as thiﬁ'disaertatimn.ig very likely going to he read
by & least a few environmentalists, it ie incumbent upon you to be
agnsitive to the ucomplex anterdwpendenuv of pasple, palicy and @nviron-
mant. The model is not separate boxes, but rather more like - =1
full. u+ ballowans, in which pressure orF h@dt“ or whatever, d+fﬁ-* .
mjl the mtherau fhe fuﬁdam@ntal dlfimrmnce hptwaem thm wnv1r nmwﬂtally

& pﬁthlL lahdmvagm nf woundgn~
Cobut given the topic. amd the Luntah 1n thLh 1t DtCL{=‘ -y
.er1ngy.ﬁpn11gh+l‘ﬁum@ p;uwﬁ” Beurgla Lh@i”gn mapalmu LEUE'"“ @




well-established pattern. of "colossal cracking” as defined by JFC
CFuller din o re allr war 1942-470, and the problems that US air power’
confronted in re propaganda back—-lash in Kerea, [ cannot see how you .
can avaid dealing with it in some way. It is true that there are
palitical overtones to nnv1rmnmﬁntallem { although it is not consistent
with right - left categories, €.9., the Mazi émphasis on conservation
and dand-use improvement, 1Eddy Roosevelt), and & key work is entitled
The Subversive Science, central questions which emerge from this ares
how much did practices like this generate reactions that far
outwel ghed tactical advantage? And how much did the environmental move-
mant spring and then grow from a reaction against such practices?
_ Dors® t get bogged down in this, but do show zomg awareness. of
the guestion of the critical impacts and linkages beyond the tactical
short-range foocus. I share Dr. Melosi™s concern about the "plants
versus people” abservation, mainly because [ don’t think it is truly S
lagical to be able to separate the two, especially since in World War
Il schemes for attacking foodstuffs were rejected at high levels
ot that very basis., Heyond that, of couwrse, is problem of a nation
_ with less than ten per cent of the world’s population and a consumer of
ol nearly half ite annual resource output, and well-fed, deatrmyahq food
in a world of widespread hunger. (It was & prmbiam well in view in dis-
cussions that took place at the policy level in the early 70s when the
pnwa;bit1ty of witholding U8 food production was proposed by some as
A means: to counter the threat of Third World oil cat-off. )y _ :
- This leads, I think, to the guestion of what kind of responses
are left to major industrial interventionist nations, if high tech
or heavy-handed responses are fraught with danger? (It ﬁéemﬁ-tmnbe:a-
problem in Afghanistan, nicht wahr?) ' '

O All af this die suggest that nnw that you  are master of yaur
grround, that you ponder such issues, and do nat worry about swaring
Ctor far, Even iF you follow the direction of Ywhat went, wrmng”” and
"how could it be avoided in the future?" you would be doing well. & But
I do think that some more @taq9mﬁet+1nq, and linking with 1mplLL1t1un
s warranted, Actually, this can be the fun partu 1nmmmuLh as A dig-
Certation can be viewed as fun. For one thing, thisw-is an area that
Ffloats someswhat free of the mevhdn1%t1n approach ﬂlciafed by the
‘data base in chronicling the story. Don’t worry about a touch of
multi-disciplinarity, either. That is perhaps the sssence of the
praoblem: policies and tactics shaped by the historically and the
sywtenically insensitive aor 1qnnrﬂntnn”” Mhy, for estample, in the
bombing campaigns in the Nmrld Wara, did both sides see the other
gide as likely tuo give way Jndpr BuLh mtfachau whmla themv uwn_pemplﬂ
would stand up under similar pressure?

. Fart of vouw job o now is to ask: quehtxun% ﬂnd qwnprate hypm+h9ﬁmh-
bamed o what you have seen, without ' neceasarily . an%wprxng gt testing
them, and to %mqqe&% future veutmrﬁ arte tmpxuﬂ D! raﬁ@arqh" s well as

.dedilnq with problems that you encounterdéd. - :
‘keep plugging and keep in toucha (1 waﬁ abmu* tm %ﬁy %h@r@
7llght at the end of - the tunnwl)n' R SR

&1naeww-ty’
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